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tive to  the  improvement  of  commercial 
interconrse  Iiutneun  tbe  United  States 
and  foreign  countries,  preceded  by  a  list 
of  papers  sod  followed  by  an  index  of  per- 
sons ami  sulijects — 

"rtipi  coantries,  report  npon  the  commercial  relations  of  the 

I  DiM  States  with,  for  tbe  year  1877 

'■■Artj  ConimisaioD,  docnmeola  and  proceediags  uf  the  Hali- 

tiHSvoU.) I 

FtTalr;,  message  from  the  President  of  the  United   States, 
inonDitting  a  special  report  upon  tbe  sabject  of,  by  tbe 

Conitiii»ion«r  of  Agriculture 

'"f  JloDRie,  Va.,  letter  ftora  the  Secretary  of  War,  reooni- 

~    "  ig  appropriations  fur  six  new  buildings  at ' 

■  ~ revenue,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

iianrr,  uanamitting  draught  of  a  bill  to  prevent, 

"■^■M'sHMpttalaod  Asylam,  report  opon  tbe  (vol.  1) 


Frudiin 


.,f^\c 


Creologickl  ftiid  geojcrsphioal  anrveja,  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  lotenor,  trBDamittiiig  a  reporl  of  Pfofesaor  Pow- 
ell in  regard  to,  in  reBponse  to  a  reiwlniioD  of  the  Honse...- 

Oeoeral  of  tbe  Army,  report  of  the  (vol.  1) 

Genenl  Land  Office,  letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Interior 
ooncerninK  deficiency  for  contingent  eipeuecs  of  tbe . 


H. 

Halifax  CommiKBioD,  IPTT.awBTil  of  the  Fisbery  ConiTnigsioD, 
doonmentfi  and  proceedings  of,  nnder  the  treaty  of  Waebing- 

ingtoDof  May  »,  1671,  in  tbree  voliimea 

HaiDor  e.t  Cincinnati,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  traos 
mittinjc  a  report  of  engineer  oooceruing  protection 

of,  from  ice .... 

Norfolk,  Hampton  River,  Pagan  Creek,  and  Ifae 
Cbickahomioy  and  Blackwaler  Rivets  ia  Virginia, 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trUDBmitting  re- 
port of  engineer  on  improvement  of 

Hampton  River,  letter  of  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  re- 
ports of  engineer  npon  the  improvement  of -. 

Hayden,  Pro^mor  F.  V..  prelimioary  report  of  tbe  field-work  of 
the  United  Stalea  geological  and  geographical  aarvey  of  the 

TerritoTies  by 

Hot  Springs  (Arkansas)  Commiraion,  report  of  tbe 

Hnrtt,  Captain  F.  W.,  assistant  qnartermastei,  testimony  and 
papers  in  case  of,  transmitted  by  Beoretary  of  War 

I. 

Illinois,  sarvey  of  lake-beds,  letter  from  Secretanr  of  Interior 
in  response  to  a  resolntion  of  the  Honse  la  reference  to  tbe 

snrvey  of 

Indian  Affairs,  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  (vol.  1) 

papers  accompanying -. 

report  of  tlie  Commissioner  of.  of  disbursements 
for  the  Indian  Department  for  year  ending 

JnneSO,  1877 

Indiana,  anrvey  of  lake-beds,  letter  from  Secretary  of  Interior 
in  response  to  a  resolution  of  the  House,  in  reference  to  tbe 

survey  of  

Indiatu,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  iu  response  to  a  reso- 
lution ot  tbe  House  concerning  the  protection  of  tbe 

residents  of  Colorado  against  tbe - 

letter  from  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Interior  relative  to 


s  by,  in  Michigan,  and 

practiced  npon 

Informeis,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
milting  a  detailed  revort  of  the  sumH  allowed  as  conipenso- 

tioQ  to  officers  of  cnntoms  and 

Insane,  Government  Hospital  for,  report  of  the  operations  of. 

by  the  board  of  visitors  (vol.  1).. .. 

Inspectors  of  customs,  letter  from  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, transmittiDK  letter  from  Commissioner  of  Cnetoms  pro- 
posing au  alteration  of  certain  sections  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes Hxing  tbe  compcDsstion  of 

Interest  paid  to  oational  banks,  letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of 
tbeTreasary.trHnsmittingastatement  of  tbe  sums  paid  to.. 

Internal  Reveuae,  Commissioner  of,  annual  report  of 

loterjor  Department,  accountability   ot   disbursiog-clerk  of, 
letter  from  tbe  Secretary, 
log  that  be  be  relieved . . 


Volnme.     No,    Part. 


IdIoim  Department,  emplof ^  wbo  bkve  served  in  tbe  mili- 
isr;  Mul  DBval  Mrvice,  latter  from  tbe 

Seoretsrj,  transmitting  a  list  of 

contingent  fnnd  of,  letter  trova  the  Sec- 
retary of,  truDHDiittiuK  detailed  ac- 

coDDt  of  expenditure  of 

ItliriOT,  Secratar;  of  tbe,  annual  report  of  the  (vol.  I) 

letter  tmm,  relating  to  land  entriee  by  Indians  in  Michi- 

aaDDaf  report  of  the  Commissioaer  ol  the  General  Land 

Office  (vol.  1) 

papera  accompanyin};  the  above  report  (vol.  1) .... 

report  of  the  CommiiHiioiiec  uf  Indian  Affairs 

papers  accoaipanying  tbe  same  (vol.  1) 

rr[>ort  o(  tbe  commiwioD  appuintt^l  to  meet  the  Sionx  In- 
dian chief  Sittiag-Biill,  vitha  view  to  avert  boHtile 
iQcnraioDB  into  tbe  territory  of  the  United  States 
from  the  Bominioa  of  Caoada  (vol.  1) 

repmtof  the  CommisBianer  of  Pensions 

rrportof  the  field-work  of  tbe  United  States  geoloxical  . 
and  geographical  Barvey  of  the  Territoties  nudet 
Professor  Hayden  (vol.  1) 

[Fiwrt  on  the  geological  and  seograpbical  sarve.T  of  the 
Bocky  Hon Qtain  region  bj  J.  W.  Powell  (voLl) 

cpoit  of  the  comnilssion  appointeil  ander  act  of  JIarcb, 
liiTT,  regarding  the  Hot  Springs  reservation  in  tbe 
State  of  Arkansas  { vol.  1) 

report  of  tbe  goreraoieut  directors  of  the  Union  P^cidc 
RailmadtvoLl) 

repoiopoQ  the  Yellowstone  National  Park  (vol.  t) 

i^iort  of  the  Colnmbia  Inatitution  for  tbe  Deaf  and  Dumb 

(TOI.1) 

npoRnpoD  Freedman'a  Hospital  and  Asylnni  (vol.  1) 

RpoftDpoD  the  Colombia  Hospital  for  Women  and  Lying- 
in  Aeylnm  (vol.  1) 

np«n  of  tha  board  of  visitors  npon  the  operations  of  the 
Oavemtnent  Hospital  for  the  loBaue  (vol.1) 

npott  of  the  Architect  of  tbe  Capitol 

ubalar  BtatemeDts  of  the  disbuiseuientB  made  from  tbe 
appropriations  for  the  Indian  Department  for  tbe 
fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1077,  and  of  salari>«  and  . 
incidental  expenses  paid  at  each  agency  in  tbe  In- 
dian service  dnring  said  period 

dtficicDcy  for  the  contingent  expenEes  of  the  Qeneral  Land 
Office,  letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Interior  con. 
oeming 

MDtiogent  fand  of  the  Interior  Department,  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Interior,  transmitting  detailed  . 
Bcconot  of  expenditures  of 

acconntability  of  disburaing-clerk,  letter  from  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  tbe  Interior,  recommending  that  tbe  disburs- 
ing-clerk  of  tbe  department  be  relieved  from  respon-  i 
libility  of  the  pBymi.nt  of  certain  forged  voucbera..  I 

adaption  of  tbe  metrical  system,  letter  from  the  Secretary, 
transmitting  report  concerning 

Vrllowstone  National  Park,  letter  &om  tbe  Secretary  in 
regard  to  tbe  better  protection  of,  from  iqjury 

laudi  granted  tbe  Sta1«  of  Micbigan  for  railroad  purposes, 
letter  from  the  Secretary,  transmitting  inforinatiull 
conoemio); . 

gMlogiool  and  geographical  surveju,  letter  from  tbe  Sec-  | 
retory,  transmitting  a  report  of  ProfeuoT  Powell  in  ' 
ref^jd  t.>  snrveys,  in  response  to  a  resolution  of  the 

gMlogJeal  and  geographical  surveys,  lett«r  from  tlie  Sec- 
tary, in  response  to  a  reaolntion  of  the  House,  trans- 
mittlDg  a  report  of  ProfesBoc  Hayden 
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Interior,  Secretary  of  the,  survey  of  Uke-b«ds  in  lodiuia  and  | 
llliDois,  letter  from  the  Secretary  , 
in  response  to  a  resolntion  of  the  ' 

House,  in  reference  to  the ...I 

CQii'Ioji^  in  the  Interior  Department  who  have  served  Id  ! 
militnry  and  naval  servioe,  letter  from  the  Seore-  | 

tftry,  trausmittioK  a  list  of ! 

ravages  of  the  locnsls,  fetter  from  the  Secretary,  transmlt- 
ling  a  report  from  tlie  commission  of  entan^ologiBta  . 

on  the,  in  Western  Stales  and  TcrritoHoH 

Iron,  sIppI,  and  other  metals,  report  of  board  for  testing,  trans-  , 

uiilti'd  by  President 

Italy,  letter  from  the  Secrelsry  of  State,  traosmlttiDg  a  letter  i 
from  tbe  Italian  minister  coDcerning  the  marks  of 
respect  sboirn  to  the  memory  of  Victor  CmaDuel  I,  < 

late  King  of 

J.  ' 

Jettii'B,  Siinth  Pssa,  Mississijii^ii  RiTpr,  letter  from  the  Seore-  : 

tary  of  War,  rolative  to  report  of  M.  H.  Brown,  euglDeer,  re- 

latiD^  to  the  work  on 

Joint  commiHsioD,  report  of  tbe,  crested  to  direct  and  snper- 

vise  tbe  lompletiou  of  the  Washington  Monnmeut , 

J  nil  };c- Advocate-General,  rei>ort  of.. 


Kniif^HH  PsciHc  Railroad,  letter  from  tbe  Attorney-General  of 
the  I'uited  Slatee,  in  response  to  a  resolntion  of  the  Honse  { 
iu  relation  to  suits  aguinst  tbe 

Kbfilive  of  Egypt,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  conoeniinK  i 
adecoration  conferred  upon  Assistant  Sariteon  Wilson,  United  i 
States  Army,  by  tbe \ 

King  Victor  Emannel,  of  Italy,  letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  j 
State, transmittlngaietter from theltalian  minister concera-  ■ 
ing  tbe  marksoficspect  shown  to  tbe  memory  of 


Lake-beds,  survey  of,  in  Indiana  and  Illinois,  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  response  to  a  resolntion  of  the 
Honse  in  reference  to -. . 

Lake  Michigan  and  Sturgeon  Bay  Sbip  Canal,  letter  from  tbe 
Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  report  of  engineer  on  the 

Land-grant  railroads,  letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  rela. 
tive  to  a  decision  of  the  Sujireme  Court  npon  tbe  matter  of 
payments  to 

Land  entries  by  Indians  in  Michigan,  letter  from  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  relatiiiji  to  

LandOfflce,letterfromtheSecretary  of  thelnterior.conceming 
deficiency  for  contingent  expenses  of  tbe  General  Land  OfBoe. 

Land  Office,  report  of  tbe  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  (vol.  1) 

Lands  granted  to  the  State  of  Michigan  for  railroad  purposes. 
kller  Irora  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Interior,  transmitting  infjr- 
luatioo  concerning  lands  granted  to 

Leavenworth  military  prison,  report  concerning  (vol.  \) 

Legal-tender  notes,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  reference  to  sale  of  United  States  bonds  fur  outstanding  -- 

Locnsta,  ravages  of,  letter  from  Secretary  of  Interior,  Iraos- 
mitting  a  report  from  commission  of  entomologists  on  the... 

Lose  of  the  steamer  Metropolis,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
tbeTreaanry,  transmitting reportoftbeLife-Saring Service  ' 
in  reference  to 

Louisiana,  commission  svntio,  by  the  President,  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  Stale,  trausmiuiug  correeiiondeuce,  &« .^ 


C\)WglP  i 
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Hail  itMDuhtp  service,  letter  from  tbe  PoatiUMter-Oeneral, 
ia  complianoe  with  the  resolation  of  the  Hoase,  tranaiiiittinK  I 

I  Ubolar  atatement  of  the  ocean,  of  foreign  couotriea. ' 

Sbil*.  offer  for  orrring  laod  and  water,  established,  &c 

McAllister,  dredge-boat,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  I 

nUtioD  to 

ilttrktl  Bfatem,  letter  from  the  8»oretary  of  the  Treainry,  | 
traoBmittinj;,  in  response  to  a  resolution 
of  the  Hoose,  reports  ooncerniug  adoption  I 

of  the,  of  weights  and  measnrea I 

letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  loterioi  in  I 

regard  to  ihe  above 

letterfrom  theSecretarf  of  Warin  rcf^ard  to  | 

the  above 1 

KetropoliB,  losa  of  ateamer,  let.rer  from  the  Scoretary  of  tbe 
Treamry,  transmitting  report  of  the  Life-Saviog  Service  in  . 

refereace  to--.. •-■: 

Uidiigan,  land  granted  to,  fur  railroad  purposes,  letter  from  I 
Secretary  of  Interior,  transmitting  information  con-  | 


letter  from  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  rulating  to 

laud  entries  by  Indiana  in  the  State  of 

UililaryAcsdemy,  report  of  visitors  to  (vol.  I), 

letter  from  the  Attorney-General,  in  re- 
■pODM  to  a  resolation  of  the  Hnuse  in 
reference  to  tbe  appointment  of  cadets  to 

tbe  Naval  and,  by  the  PreaidenC 

Uilitary  poats,  aboadonmeot  of  certain,  letter  frooi  the  Secre- 
tary «f  War  concerning 

Uilitary  po^  aite  for  in  Tezaa,  letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of 

War  ceUtiveto  thi  douatiou  of  land  as  a 

UilitaiT  ni*da  in  Atiiona,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

in  rebtioD  to  certain 

Mint,  rqrart  n[  tbe  Director  of 

HisiiMippi  Biver,  jetties,  Sonth  Pass,  letter  from  Secretary  of 
War,  relative  to  the  report  of  M.  H.  Brown, 
engineer,  relating  to  the  vrork  of  Hr. 
Eads  at 


report  of  engineer  Qpon  tbe  ItnprovemeDt 
of  ,. 


Sonth  Paaa  of,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting  a  report  upon  the  Im- 

pravenjent  of 

mervoire  to  improve  the  navieatioD  of,  let- 
ter from  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  tranamit- 
ting  information  concBraing  the  effect  of., 
improvement  of,  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  transmitting  report  of  Chief  of 

Engineere  opnn  the  necessity  for 

Sonth  Piles  of,  report  of  the  eoi^ineer  on  the 

improvement  of 

UlMgnippi,  veto  of  the  bill  for  B]iecial  term  of  IToiCed  States 
conrt  in,  message  from  tbe  President  of  the  United  Stateti 

MugDingreasonn  fur , , ,. 

UtMonri  Eiver,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 

report  of  Chief  of  Engineers  on  t bo  improvement  of 

M/tline  Water-Power  Company,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting  comninnication  from  the  preaident  of,  of 
Motioc,  111.,  viih  a  report  of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  thereon.. 
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National  banka,  letter  fmm  tbe  SeoreU^  of  Trparary,  trnoi-  : 
mittiDg  a  Btatement  of  the  sddis  paid  A>r  intereat  iu  cuia  aud  , 
ourretioy  upon  bonds  held  by ; 

Naval  Acsduiii;,  appointment  of  cadela  to,  letter  from  Attor-  '^ 
ney-General  in  reference  to ■ 

Navf  Department,  civil  eaiploy6a  in,  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  Navy,  trangmitCingaliBt  of  civileniploj'^  in  that  depart- 
ment for  year  ending  Daceinber  31.  1877 ' 

Navy,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  reapoDBe  to  a  rea-  , 
olutioD  of  House,  transmittinf;  a  liut  of  pHrnonH  in  tbe  em- 
ploy of  tbat  departDieut  who  have  Tendered  service  in  Ihe  I 

Navy,  Secretary  of,  annoal  report  of  the 

traoBmita  list  of  civil  employds  Id  hta  d«- 

partmenl | 

Navy,  Stat*,  and  War  Deparlment  bnildings,  report  of  tbe  , 

eDeineer  upon  tbe  state  or  (vol.  1) 

New  Mexico  aud  Colorado,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  j 

trananiittiof;  reports  on  lines  of  common icati on  betweeo 

New  York,  letter  from  theSecretary  of  War,  traDsmittiog  report  , 

relative  to  improvement  of  Flashing  Bay. . 

Norfolk  Harbor,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  traDsmltting  i 

a  report  of  enjfineers  upon  the  improvement  of. ...! 

O.  j 

Ocean  mail  steamship  service,  letter  from  tbe  PostmaBter-Qen-  { 

oral,  in  compliance  with  a  reeolation  of  the  House,  trans-  \ 

mittlnga  tabular  statenwot  of,  of  torei^n  countries | 

Officers,  commutation  allowed  in  certain  cities,  letter  from  See-  < 

retary  of  War,  transmittiofc  a  list  of,  who  received 

Ordnaoioe,  Chief  of,  annnal  report  of  (vol.  3) i 

P.  ' 

PacJSc  Railroad,  Kansas,  letl«r  ^m  tbe  Attorney- Qeneral,  Id 

response  to  a  resolution  of  the  Uooae  in  relation  to  salts  I 

aj^inet  tbe i 

Pagan  Creek,  Virfclnla,  tetter  from  Secretary  of  War,  tratu- 

mittiDg  reports  of  engineers  upon  the  improvement  of,  dbo  ,A 

PaintinK,  message  from  the  President,  infotmlnK  Cengpress  tbat 

be  btM  delivered  to  Mrs.  Elisabeth  Tbompson  a  copy  of  tbe  ' 

Joint  resolution  accepting I 

Pardons,  letter  from  tbe  Attorney -Qeneral,  in  reepouse  to  a 
resolution  of  tbe  Honae,  transraitlinK  a  list  of,  by  the  Preal-  : 

dent  between  March  4,  ItJ77,  and  May  SO,  187H i 

Park,  Yellowstone  National,  letttr  from  the  Secretary  of  tbe  In-  I 

terlor  in  regard  to  the  better  protection  of  the | 

Patents,  annual  mport  of  the  Commissioner  of i 

Paymaster- General,  annnal  report  (vol.  1) , | 

Payments  to  informers,  tetter  from  the  Secratary  of  the  Treas-  i 
ury ,  transmitting  a  detailed  report  of  the,  sums  allowed  aa  | 

oompensation  to  ofilcerg  of  customs , ..I 

Pensions,  auunal  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  (vol.  1) -J 

Pennsylvania  avenue,  letter  from  tbe  President,  transmitting  ' 

report  of  Commissioners  npon  the  repavement  of.-- ...-i 

Postniaater-General,  report  of  the , . ' 

transmits   n   tabnlar  statement  of  the  i 
ocean  mail  steamship  service  of  foreign  i 

coontcies 

offer  for  carryiog  mailp,  land  and  water  I 

mails  established,  &a | 

Powell,  J.  W,,  report  on  the  geographical  and  geological  sui-  | 
vey  of   the   Rocky  Mountain   region  ' 

(»ol-I) I 

on  the  arid  regions  of  the  United  States-.] 
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rii'lirtrr'*  of  (1x4  United  BUtca,  transmits  aanaal  meawgs  and 

seoond  sbmIod,  F.irty-fifih 
CongreM 1 

transmits  papers  relalinK  U>  : 
tbe  foreign  relAtioQi)  of  the  , 
United  8t«te«,  preceded  by  a  ' 
list  of  papers  and  followed 
b;  an  index  of  pereona  and 
snbjects 1 

tTanBioits  report  of  the  Joint 
commiBBif  n  created  to  direct 
aod  SDpervige  the  completion  < 
of  the  Waohington  Mona-  | 
rnent i  10 

tranBmilBreportofthecoQimiB-  i 
Bioa  appointed  to  examine  ' 
into  the  seonrltf  of  tbe  pub- 
lic bnildiDKi  In  tbe  cUj  of  i 
WashiQKtoa  againtt  Qre lU  .     1 

tTaDBOiits  report  of  commis- 
sioners nvon  the  repavement  I 
of  PennsjlTBDiaavenae 10       1 

tranitmits  a  special  report  npon 
the  enbjeot  of  forestry,  by  i 
the  CommiMioner  of  Agri- 
oaltnre 10       S 

Iransmitsthe  recent  oorrespon-  | 
dence  betweea  the  Oovem-  , 
ments  of  Venetneia  and  tbe 
Uolt«d  States,  in  relation  to  I 
the  Venetaelan  Uixed  Claims 
CommlMioD,  in  answer  to  a  , 
leealiition  of  the  Honse 10      3 

transniltsareport  of  tbsAttoc-  . 
ney-Oeneral,  in  answer  to  a  ' 
resolution  of  tbe  Honse.  a|ran 
tbe  operation  of  the  Union  I 
Pacific  Kailroad  and  its 
bnuicbes 10      3 

transmits  report  of  the  com- 
mission appolnt«d  nnder  tbe  i 
act  of  Conj^resa  approved  I 
March  3, 1S73,  relative  to  the  ' 
caases  of  steam-boiler  explo- 
sions   I  14       4 

informs  Congress  that  he  has  I 
delivered  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  i 
TbonipHon  a  copy  of  tbe  joint 
resolution  accepting  a  paint-  i 
injf  tendered  by  her j  14       4 

reasons  for  withholding  ap- 
proval of  the  bill  (H.  R.  Km) 
entitled  "  Ad  act  to  author-  | 
ize  tbe  coinage  of  the  atand- 
ard  silver  dollar  and  to  re- 
store Ita  legal-tender  char- 
acter"   H       & 

communicates,  by  mesiwge,  bis 
reasons  for  withholding  ap- 
proval of  the  ht11(H.R.30T»)  < 
of  the  Honse  anthorizing  a  I 
special  term  of  the  circnit 
conrt  of  the  United  States  for 
tbe  sonthem  district  uf  MiS'  , 

sisBippi.. rJIQlie 


Preudent  of  tbe  United  SUtes,  tnuismite,  in  respoDBe  to  a  rce- 
olution  of  tbe  Houae,  a  re- 
port from  the  SBcretaty  of 
titkte  in  reference  to  tbe  i 
seizure  of  tba  steamer  Vir- 

traoiDtite  the  dociimeDt*  >od 
proceedings  of  Ike  Halifax 
Commission,  1B77  (Fishery 
CommisBion),  QDdeT  the 
treaty  of  WaahioKtoD  of  Maj, 
1871,  in  thr.e  volDDieB 

tronemits,  by  mesaage,  a  cotn- 
mnniofttion  from  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  t«sponBe  to  a 
reiolulion  of  tbe  Hoaae,  in 
relation  to  tbe  ooovention 
for  eatablisbiot;  an  InterDa- 
tional  borrau  of  welgbte  and 

tranumits  letter  from  the  Attor- 
ney-Qeneral,  in  reference  to 
the  appointment  of  cadets 
to  the  Naval  and  MiliCaTy 
Aoademiea  by .  ■ 

transmits  letter  Ironi  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  State,  trsnaniittinK 
correspondence,  ikc,  in  oou- 
nectioa  with  tbe  oommleBion 
appointed  by  the,  to  yieil 
Lonisiana,  in  April,  1877 

transmits  report  of  tbe  board 
for  testins   iron,  steel,   aod 

other  metats 

Pablio  bnildings,  report  of  the  oommiBsion  appointed  to  exam- 
ine into  tbe  Hecatfty  of  tbe  pnblio  bnildings  in  tbe  city  of 
WMhington  against  Gre 

i 

Qnartermaster-Oeneral,  report  of  (vol.  1) ' 

Qnarters,  commntation  of,  letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  | 
recommending  an  amendment  of  tbe  statutes  in  relation  to..  I 


Bailroade,  land-grant,  letter  f^om  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  relo-  [ 
tive  tu  a  deoisinit  of  tbe  Supreme  Court  upon  the  . 

matter  of  payment  to i 

lands  granted  tbe  Slate  of  Michigan  for,  letter  from 
tbe  Secretary  of  Interior,  transmitting  informa- 
tion coucerning I 

Union  Pacific  and  its  branches,  message  from  the  | 
President,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  tbe  House,  ' 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  Attorney-General 

npon  tbe  operation  of I 

location  of  Souttiero  and  Texas  Paciflo,  letter  ft-om 
the  Secretary  of  War  conceruing  tbe,  throneb 
Fort  Yuma  reservation  and  at^row  the  Colorado 

Keappropriations  for  ie7r>  and  prior  years,  letter  froni  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  TraasDry,  transmitting  estimates  of 

Keoeipts,  decrease  of,  from  internal  revenae,  letter  from  Cuoi- 
missioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  showing 

Beceipts  and  expenditures,  an  account  of,  for  tbe  year  uidinff  I 
June  30, 1873 


I,  Cookie 


Valame.  <  No.  i  Part. 


itnifl-  uhil  eiiK'nditDreg,  an  Mooaal  of,  for  the  year  enclltig  ' 

jBBf  ■■»>.    1-J4 

Sttvta  nil  (bK  Sji^ldeo  bnildioK.  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  i 

Wit.  rroiHineiidiDg  no  appropriatioii  for i 

Reptvriu-n    of  Feiiliaylvaliia  aveoae,  report  of  the  commis-  ', 

Kmnoin,  lu  pronuite  the  navicratioii  of  the  Hisaimippi  River,  i 
Irtwr  frum  Ibe  Secretary  of  War,  traDiiniittiDg  intbrnLatiun  | 

toBO-niinn  the  effect  of , 

BfrFGiie,  ptnventioD  of  fraads  in  iMiBtoiiis,  letter  from  the  Sec- 
r^iaiy  of  the  Treaanry,  tranamittinft  drangbt  of  a  | 

bill  to  prevent • 

inveetiKation  of  the  customs  serrloe,  letter  from  tbe  | 
Snoretary  of  the  Treasury,  trausmlttiDg   papera 

Tflative  to 

Bob«rt«.UBn<faallO.,  report  of  thoQuartermaster-Qeueral.rela-  i 
lira  to  tbe  oaniee,  agee,  &c.,  of  the  ateamahips  purobased  of, 
indovDedin  part  or  whole  by 

I 

»agiuw  River,  proposed  bridge  over,  letter  from  the  Secre-  . 

lary  of  War,  tranamittioK  report  relative  to I 

Stint  Cmix  Biver,  letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  trana-  I 

niilim  report  upon 

Etl«  of  UnitH)  8tat«a  boode  for  outflt-andiug  legal-tender  notes, 

Iftler  frntn  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry,  in  reapooae  to  reeo-  | 

lalioD  of  the  Honee  ooDcemlng 

Stamra,  certifieatea  of  citiEeoahip  to,  during  year  eniling  De- 

Mmbrr,  31,  1877,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  traoB- 

milting  nombeTof ! 

SMDriry  of  public  baildings  a^uat  fire  in  the  eity  of  Wash-  I 

isgiton,  report  of  commiasioti ..   

^palOfBcer,  aDunalreport  of  Chief  (vol.  4) 

Silvfr  bill,  veto  of,  message  from  the  Preaident,  asaiguiog  rea ' 

»on»  for  witbholdiDg  his  signatore  to  (H.  R.  1093) 

Sitting  Bull,    report  of  tbe  commiasioD  appointed   to  visit 

(vol.11    

Soidim'  Dome,  report  of  the  board  of  commiaaioners  (vol.  1).. 
Svolh  Pan  of  the  Mississippi  River,  improvemeut  of,  report 

uf  eogi.ieer  (vol.  1) 

letter  f.om  Ihe  Secretary  of  Warou  above 

Sonthwr*!  Paaa  of  the  Miasigaippi  River,  loiter  from  the  Secre- 

Uryof  Warou  the  improvement  of 

•■^nthen-  PiiriGc  Railroad,  location  of,  letter  from  the  Secretary 

of  War 

Sptiden  linililing,  rep  aire  of 

Sfatii,War,  sod  Navy  Department  bnilding,  report  of  eDgioeers 

■■Ute  IVpHi  inieot,  eipeoditure  of  tho,  letter  from  the  Secre- 

_  tarj,  iranamitting  statement  of ,... 

ftal^  Secretary  of,  tranamita  etateraent  of  expendi tares  in  hia 

department 

tranamits  abstract  of  retuma  made  by  the 
collector  of  cnstoma  of  the  nnuiber  of 
Boa  I  en  bsving  received   oertiQcaCes  of 

citizenahip  during  1877 

tranamita  letter  from  tbe  Italian  minister, 
concerning  markB  of  respect  shown  tbe 
memory  of  Victor  Gmanoel  I,  late  King 

of  Italy 

tranamita  correapondence,  &.C.,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  coinniissiou  appointed  by 
the  President  to  visit  Lonisiaoa  in  April, 

1«7 

^MB-boUec  exploMODS,  report  of  commission 
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Sieaiuer  TiTginiDs,  mesBa^  from  the  Preildeut,  tr&iumittlng  a 
report  trosa  tbe  Secietu;  of  State  In  reference  to  seiKure  of 
tLe 

Salts  ftCMnst  theKanans  Pacific  Bftitroad,  letter  from  the  Attot- 
ney-Genenl  of  the  Uoited  Statea,  in  relation  to 

Snraeon- General,  anonal  report  of  the,  for  tbe  year  ending 
Jane  30,  1877  (vol.  1) 

Saiseon  at  Weat  Point,  New  York,  letter  from  tba  Secretary 
of  War,  transmitting  leport  of 

Snrvej^B,  geological  and  geographioal,  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  tranamitling  report  of  Frofeasor  Hajden 

Sor/eya  of  lake-beds  in  Indiana  and  II  lino  is,  letter  from  tbe 
Secretary  of  tbe  Interior  iu  reference  to .. 

Surveja  by  tbe  War  Department  for  tbe  last  ten  years,  letter 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  War  relating  to 


Territories,  preliminary  rejiort  of  the  field-work  uf  the  U  nited 

Stat«a  Geolosical  and  Geographical  Survey  of  the  (vol  1)  ,, 

Texas,  letter  from  the  Secretaij  of  War,  tranamittiog  repor 

of  Colonel  Hai«ii  on  the  sulijeot  of  HI  Paso  tronolea 

letter  from  tlie  Sucrelary  of  War,  tranBmilting  reports 
of  the  commiHion  appointed  to  investigate  the  £1 

Paso  tronbles  in ..... 

Texas  Pacific  and  Sonthem  Pacific  Railroad,  Ittter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  concerning  ihe  location  of,  through  Fort 

Ynma  reservation  and  acrosa  the  Colorado  River 

TessH,  site  for  a  military  post  in,  lett«r  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  relative  to  the  donation  of  lands  for . 

Thompson,  Mrs.  Elisabeth,  letter  from  the  President,  in- 
formiog  Congrcbs  that  be  had  delivered  a  copy  of  a  Joiot 
resolntion  of  Congress  accepting  a  paiuting  tendered  by  her 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  aonual  report  of,  tor  year  end- 
ing Jnne  30,  Itfi? ,■ 

Treasury,  Secretary  of,  annual  report  of,  on  the  state  of  the 
finances 

Papers  accompanying  the  above ; 

Report  of  tbe  Coinmigaioner  of  Internal  Revenue 

Keport  of  tbe  Comptroller  of  theCtirienoy 

Report  of  tbo  Director  of  tbe  Mint . 

Report  of  tbe  First  Comptroller 

Report  of  tbe  First  Auditor 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  tbe  Uoited  States 

Report  of  the  Saperintendeut  of  the  Coast  Survey 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Ciistoms 

Report  of  the  Commiuionerof  Indian  Affairs 

Report  of  tbe  Register  of  tbe  Treasury 

Treasury,  Secretary  of,  transmits  eatimatee  of  apppropriatioua 

for  fiscal  year  ending  J  one  30,  1879... 

transmits  a  statement  in  referenoe  to 

tbe  interest  of    the   government  in 

the  Dismal  Swamp  Caital 

transmits  papers  relative  to  the  investi- 
gation of  tiie  en  atoms  service 

transmits  report  of  the  anms  allowed  aa 
compenaaiioii  to  officers  of  cusloma 
and  infonners  for  fiscal  year  ending 

June  30,  1HT7 

transtails  estimates  of  appropriatfone 
for  payment  of  claims  due  prior  t< 

Jnly  1,  ltf75 

transmilB  list  of  claims  olloired  under 
theactofJnly  4, 1S64 


\  Tolnme.  I  Ko.    Part. 


TnuDITiSecTetar;  of,  traoUDita  ansirer  to  resolatloa  of  the  I 
HoDRe,  with  BtKtemeiit  of  the  aiima  I 
paidforintereBt,  Inooin  aadcarrenoy,  ' 
upon  bonds  held  by  nattoDal  banki..   i 

traDimlts  sn  accoant  of  the  reoeipls 
and  Bipenditurea  for  tlie  ;eu  ending  , 
Jnne  30, 1873 j 

tranunita  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  tbe  I 
Coinmisaionerof  CnatomB,  relatire  to  I 
tbe  compeDoatlan  of  inapeototB  of  [ 
customs 

transmits  an  aooonnt  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  for  tbe  year  ending 
Jnne  30, 1974 

transmits  estimates  of  deQcienoiea  in  I 
appropriations  for  the  year  ISTS  and  , 

transmits  estimates  of  amounts  to  be  ! 
reappropriated  for  tbe  year  ld75.  and  I 
for  prior  years | 

tranamitfl  a  commnnication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenne,  I 
showiog  a  drorease  of  reeeipta  for 
the  current  fisoal  year ' 

transniits  report  of  tbe  Life-Saving  I 
Service,  relative  to  tbe  loss  of  tbe  ! 
B  tea  mer  Metropolis , 

transinitl  answer  to  a  resolution  of  I 
the  Honie  in  reference  to  tbe  sale  of 
United  States  bonds  for  outstanding 
legal-tender  notea ! 

transmitfl  a  statement  of  emoluments 
and  fees  of  customs  ofBcers ' 

commnuicates,  in  response  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Honse  relative  to  the  i 
adoption  of  tbe  metrical  system,  and  I 
transmits  certain  reportsiii  reference  ' 
thereto 

communicates,  in  response  to  a  resolu-  { 
tion  of  the  Honse,  relative  to  duties  i 
on  foreign  imports ' 

transmits  draught  of  a  l}ill  to  prevent  ! 
frauds  in  customs  revenuea I 

transmits  annual  report  of  the  Chief  of  : 
Bureau  of  Statistics I 


U.-  I 

luioQ  Pacific  Railroad,  measage  from  the  President,  trausmlt-  I 
tiog,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  tbe  | 
House,  a  report  of  tbe  AtComey-Oen- 

eral  upon  the  operation  of  the I 

report  of  the  government  directors  of 
tbe,  for  the  year  ending  Jnne  30, 

.-.    _  1877,  (vol.  I) I 

"J™  States  troops,  communication,  from  the  Secretary  of 
"IT,  showing  tbe  dlstriliaiion  of 1 ! 


14  ,    G:t 
14       f,'^, 


17  ,    WJ 
14  I    90 


^<)t!ii(Un  Uiied  Claims  Commission,  message  from  tbe  Prea-  ' 
I'ltut,  in  aiMwer  to  a  resolution  of  the  IlDuse,  transmitting  , 
UK  iwentcorrespondeDce  between  tbe  Governments  of  Ven-  | 
»rw1j  and  tbe  United  States  in  relation  to  tbe , 

iftoof  tbeaUver  bill,  message  of  the  President,  with  bis  rea-  I 
«"» for  witbbolding  his  approval  of  the  silver  bill  (H.  R. 
'■'" I 


14  '    f-»  L 

n,.vi.-,.,-iMyCOOglC 


Subject. 

Volume. 

K.. 

Fart. 

Veto  of  the  bill  tot  special  t«nii  of  United  States  conrt  in  Hii- 
siasippi.    Message  from  the  President,  RMJKiiine  bis  reasons 
for  withholding iis  approval  of  said  liill  (H.  K.  3072) 

it)  compliance  nitb  a  reKotntion  of  the  House,  a  repoi^  from 
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War  Departmeat,  sarvoys  b;  the,  letter  ftom  the  Secretery  of 
War,  io  Ksponte  to  a  resolatloD  of  tbe 

Hat  of  clerka  in  tbe,  letter  from  the  Seore- 

War  Department  buildiiiKr  report  of  the  eogineers  ia  cbarge  of. 

a 

Bepoit  of  tbe  Boud  of  Visitors  U>  tbe  United  States  Mill- 

2 

Reportrf  tbe  Ireedmen's  lirsuch  of  tbeAdJatant-OeDcrars 

Report  of   the  Chief  of  Ecgineera  (volome  8,  parts  1 

tbe  adoption  of  the  met  ileal  eys(«m.  In  re- 
sponse to  a  Tesolntion  of  tbe  Hoase 

laud   as  a   site  fui   a   military  post  io 

atioDto  repair  the  Speiden  building 

transmits  list  of  clerks  in  the  War  Depart- 

meDt  of  tbe  statntes  in  reintion  to  oommu- 
tatiOD  of  quarters,  fuel,  and  forage 

coramuiiicates  relative  to  a  decision  of  the 
Soprtoie  Conrt  npon  the  matter  of  pay- 

communicates  relative  to  certain  military 

transmits  report  of  Chipfot  Engineers  npon 
the  necessity   for  Ibe    improveniHnt    of 
the  Uississipp),  Misaonri.  and  Arkansas 
Rivers 
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79 
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trBDBmils    the  report  of  the  sunieon  nt 

tbe  Sontbern  PoclBo  and  Texas  Pacific 
BailroadB  tbroufcb  Foct  Yuma  reaerva- 

tion  and  acraas  tbe  Colorado  Bivet 

commuiicatee  relative  to  the  report  of  M. 
R.  Bronc,  captaiu  ot  engiDecrs,  relative 
to  tbe  work  of  Mi.  Eads  at  South  Pass, 

IrangmilB  report  of  tbe  engineer  concerning 
the  b««t  method  of  protectiog  the  harbor 

commnnicfttos,  recommending  an  appropri- 
ation for  ail  cew  baiidlnga  at  Fort  ilon- 

trmnsmits  report  of  the  engineer  on  tlie  im- 
proveaieDtB  of  Sturcaon  Bay  and  Lake 
kchigan  Ship  Cauarand  Harbor 

tmosmits  a  list  of   officers  who  received 
eoQiiDntatioD,  ftiel,  forage,  and  iiaurtors 

transmits  report  upon  Saint  Croix  River 

United  States  troops 

tmasmits  report  of  eogiaeer  opon  btidging 
tbe  Saginaw  Biver,  at  East   Sagiuan, 

l.S 

tranunits  report  of  enaineor  npon  tbe  im- 
provement of  Norfolk  UartMir.  Ilainpton 
klver,   Pagan    Creek,   and    tbe  Cbiclca- 
homonj  and  Blackwater  Rivers,  in  Vir- 

tnnsmita  report  of  engineer  npon  tbe  im- 
provoinent  of  the  Southwest  Pass  of  tbe 

tnnsinitB  reports  on  lines  of  commonication 
between  Cblotado  and  New  Mexico 

«imniunicBt«a  in  rvlatiou  to  tbe  diosppear- 
«QM  of  tbe  United   States  dredge-boat 

tnnemits  report  relative  to  the  improve- 
ment of  HnshinK  Bay,  New  York 

transmita  report  of  Colonel  Hatch  on  the 

Iniiainita  comma  nlcatloos  from  tbe  presi- 
dent of  the  Moline  Water  Power  Com- 
pany, of  Moline,  111.,  with  report  of  tbe 
Chiefof  Ordnance  tbereoD 
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of  the  Uonse,  coccemms  Ifae  protection 
of    the    residenta  of   ^eBtam  Colorodo 

traDsmita  report  of  the  Quartenaoater-OeD- 
eral  relativs  to  the  names,  ages,  &c.,  of 

in  part  or  wliole,  by  MarshallO.Boberte, 

trannmitB  a  list  of  persons  in  the  employ  of 
tbe  departments  who  hare  rendered  serv- 
ice in  tbe  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United 

trausmitB  report  of  earvey  of  Couoecticut 

th«  President,  transmittiag  a  communication  from  the  Sec- 

West  Point,  N.  Y.,  ianitaiy  report  of  aaigeoa  at,  transmitted- 

T. 

TeUowstone  National  Park,  letter  from  the  Becretiry  of  the 
Interior  in  regard  to  the  better 
protection  of,  from  Injury 
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THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR. 


War  Depaei-mbnt,  November  19,  1877. 
Sir.  Pbesident  :  I  bave  tbe  bonor  to  sabrnit,  as  required  by  law,  tb.o 
aannal  report  of  oi)eration8  of  the  War  Department. 

THE  AltMT. 
In  aocordaoce  with  tbe  terms  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  August  IS, 
1376,  the  Army  was  reduced  to  a  inaximnm  of  25,000  men.  The  same  act 
nqairingthat  no  reduction  ha  made  in  tbe  caralry,  it  was  foand  tieces- 
su;  to  reduce  tbe  other  arma  of  the  service  to  very  scant  dimensions. 
By  General  Orders  No.  47,  of  date  May  9, 1877,  tbe  maiimum  stren^h 
of  all  orgaDizatioDS,  excejit  cavalry,  was  fixed  as  follows ; 

Enllitedmen  of  EngineeM SOl> 

EolotcdnieD  of  OrdDMoe 350 

OtdraDce^crgeaolB  at  posU 114 

CommiBV7-aeixeBnta  at  posts 14S 

Hospitaliitewanla 200 

Wcu  PoiDt  detacbmeot 200 

BMraitlng-partiss 300 

Indiuiseooto COO 

Gurd  at  militaij  prison 74 

Siitj-fiTe  eolisied  men  per  battery  for  5  light  batteries  of  artillery 325 

Ponj-eigbt  eoliated  men  pec  battery  for  S  batteriea  at  the  artillerj-eohool 240 

n>inr-cigbt  BDlisted  men  per  battery  for  50  batteries  of  artillery,  aDd  5  enlisted 
HMD  for  noa-commiMioned  etatf  at  each  of  5  regimental  beodqnarters  of 

•rttUary l.BK 

Thiitj-Mveo  eolitted  men  per  compaoj  for  250  companies  of  infantry  and  5  for 

■Km-eomiDiiisiooed  Btaff  at  eocb  of  S5  refjiuiental  lieadqnarters  of  infantry..  [1,375 

These  figures  represent  the  maximum  strength  of  the  several  arms 
nf  the  service  named,  to  which  they  were  reduced  Ijy  the  order  above 
named.  In  order  to  secure  these  redactions,  a  suspenaioa  of  recruitiog 
ud  the  discharge  of  all  soldiers  whoso  terms  of  enlistment  would 
ttpire  prior  to  October  31, 1877,  was  ordered.  Since  July  1  recrnit- 
loghaa  DOC  been  reaamed,  except  to  a  very  limited  exteut.  Be-eulist- 
iDnitB  of  non-commissioned  otBcers  and  old  soldiers  of  good  character, 
*t>08e  terms  had  expired,  has  been  permitted;  the  necessary  mechanics 
lad  mogiciaoB  have  been  eulisted,  and  a  number  of  cavalry-recruita 
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and  Indjau  acoats  have  beea  recrnited  to  meet  emergeDcies  frroviDg 
out  of  Indian  hoBtilitiea.  Thene  enlistments  have  been  made  withoot 
charge  upon  any  recrniting-fund.  Kotwitbatanding  these  accessions, 
amonntiiig  in  all  to  abont  one  thousand  men,  the  actual  number  now  in 
Bervice  is  much  below  the  figures  above  gifeu.  For  an  approximate 
statement  of  the  present  strength  of  the  Army,  as  well  as  the  stations 
of  troops,  I  refer  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the  General  of  the 
Army. 

The  report  of  that  officer  shows  that  our  small  force  has  been  con- 
stantly employed  in  arduous  and  important  service,  and  that  both  offi- 
cers and  men  have  acquitted  themselves  with  great  credit.  The  Indian 
hostilities,  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs  on  the  Mexican  border,  and  the 
serious  disturbances  in  some  of  the  States  of  the  interior,  all  coming 
together,  and  each  demanding  attention,  and  calling  for  the  employment 
of  military  force,  was  a  severe  tax  npon  our  smalt  and  scattered  Army. 
£ven  iti  time  of  peace  it  is  impossible,  without  a  larger  Army  than  we 
possess,  to  concentrate  a  strong  force  at  any  one  place  without  leaving 
many  of  our  forts,  arsenals,  and  military  depots  without  adequate  pro- 
tection. 

In  ordinary  times  our  forces  are  necessarily  scattered  over  a  vast 
territory,  engaged  in  guarding  the  frontiers  or  protectiug  and  preserv- 
ing our  vast  and  valuable  military  stores  and  property.  The  necessary 
consequence  is  that  when  hostilities  occur  in  any  portion  of  the  coun- 
try, it  becomes  necessary  to  transport  troops  from  distant  places  to  meet 
tbem.  For  example,  when  the  recent  Indian  hostilities  broke  out  in 
Idaho,  the  available  force  under  command  of  General  AfcDowell  was  so 
inadequate  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  transport  the  Second  Infantry 
from  Atlanta,  Oa.,  to  the  scene  of  the  disturbances.  This  involved 
a  delay  of  many  days  in  effective  operations,  and  the  expenditure  of  a 
large  sum  for  transportation.  It  may  also  be  mentioned  that  when  the 
recent  disturbances  occurred  in  Pennsylvania,  involving  serious  loss, 
both  of  life  and  property,  there  could  not  be  found,  within  that  great 
State,  80  many  as  fifty  Federal  soldiers;  so  that  when  the  call  for  aid 
was  made  by  the  State  upon  the  President,  in  order  to  answer  it  troops 
were  necessarily  transported  at  heavy  expense  from  other  parts  of  the 
Union.  A  similar  state  of  affairs  was  found  in  all  the  great  States  of 
the  interior  where  these  disturbances  occurred,  and  to  meet  dangers  of 
this  character,  actual  or  apprehended,  in  the  interior,  it  was  fonnd 
necessary  to  gather  our  scattered  forces  from  various  distant  points. 

These  movements,  of  course,  weakened  the  force  employed  for  the 
protection  of  our  frontiers,  and  on  account  of  the  continuance  of  In- 
dian hostilities  it  has  since  been  found  necessary  to  transport  a  regiment 
of  these  troops  (the  Third  Infantry)  from  Pennsylvania  to  Montana. 
These  necessary  movements  of  troops,  over  long  distances,  have  not 
only  been  very  expensive,  but  have  retarded  important  military  opera- 
tions, and  rendered  their  successful  prosecution  more  dithcult  and  tedi- 
ous. 
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What  is  more  to  be  deplored,  mach  loss  of  life  has  resulted  from  tfae 
DKessitf  of  OD gaging  strong  forces  of  Indians  ^ith  detachments  of  troops 
^Derail;  inferior  in  point  of  nambers.  An  army  of  respectable  strength 
i»  of  inestimable  value  as  a  means  of  preventing  war.  Tbis  is  especially 
tni«  of  lodian  war.  Q^be  savages  are  well  informed  as  to  the  strength 
of  oar  frontier  posts,  and  they  are  more  influenced  by  an  exhibition  of 
force  Uiao  by  anything  else.  The  re-enforcement  of  the  military  posts  now 
OQ  the  frontier,  and  the  establishment  of  a  few  additional  strong  posts 
at  saitable  points,  so  as  to  commaud  the  country  occupied  by  the  In- 
iliau,  and  give  them  the  assurance  of  certain  an4  overwhelming  defeat 
in  rase  they  go  to  war  with  the  whites,  will,  without  doubt,  insure  per- 
miDent  peace  in  that  quarter. 

Farthermore,  it  must  now  be  accepted  as  a  fact,  which  esperience  has 
ilemoDstrated,  that  Federal  troops  may  be  required  not  only  for  the  pro- 
lection  of  .our  frontiers,  but  also  to  preserve  peace  aud  order  in  our  more 
populons  interior. 

Had  a  fall  regiment  of  trained  Federal  soldiers  been  stationed  iu  the 
vicinity  of  Pittsburgh  the  recent  riot  at  that  place  would  have  been  pre- 
vented or  at  least  suppressed  without  the  serious  loss  of  life  and  prop- 
erty which  attended  it.  It  also  seems  highly  probable  that  the  timely 
arrival  of  a  detacbmeat  of  Federal  troops  at  Baltimore  on  the  night  of 
the  2Ist  of  July  last  had  the  effect  to  prevent  similar  scenes  of  carnage 
and  bloodshed  in  that  city.  One  of  the  most  important  functions  of  the 
Federal  Government  is  exercised  when,  in  obedience  to  the  Constita- 
tioa,  its  military  power  is  extended  for  the  protection  of  the  State.  It 
being  understood  that  in  case  of  domestic  violence  the  Federal  forces 
may  be  employed  to  restore  and  pre^serve  peace  and  order,  the  presence 
irfa  strong  garrison  iu  any  part  of  the  country  will  often  prevent  an  up- 
rising which,  in  its  absence,  might  occur.  The  great  value  of  a  strong 
Fi'deral  force  stationed  in  the  vicinity  of  our  great  cities  would  be  seen 
in  the  prevention  of  mobs  and  violence,  probably  far  more  than  iu  their 
iMippreseion. 

The  Army  is  to  the  United  States  what  a  well-discipliued  and  trained 
iulice  force  ia  to  a  city,  and  the  one  is  quite  as  necessary  as  the  other. 
Those  who  oppose  an;  increase  in  the  Army  do  so  upon  the  theory  that 
the  lo<:al  militia  is  sufGcieot  for  all  the  purposes  of  preserving  the  peace 
andgappressiug  local  uprisings.  It  is  assumed  that  our  present  force 
i^fmfficient  for  the  protection  of  our  borders  and  of  onr  frontier  settle- 
ments. Whether  this  assumption  is  correct  or  not  must  depend  largely 
^I0Q  the  disposition  of  the  numerous  bands  of  savages  within  our  limits, 
*nd  of  the  inhabitants  of  neighboring  territory  across  our  borders.  But 
living  a  discussion  here  of  that  question,  it  may  bo  well  to  inquire 
»bHber  the  local  militia  should  be  our  only  reliance  for  the  suppression 
ofilomestic  violencet  Onr  fathers  who  framed  the  Constitution,  and 
'bo  were  not  without  experience  upon  this  point,  doubted  the  wisdom 
If  relying  apoD  the  militia,  and  so  provided  for  the  employment  of  the 
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Federal  troops  for  this  inirpose.  If  thia  eecmed  necessnr;  to  themio 
tlie  early  period  of  our  bistory,  when  onr  population  was  largely  rural, 
and  the  epectacle  seldom  or  never  witDessed  of  large  masses  of  men 
idle,  suffering,  and  desperate,  boir  mucb  more  necessary  is  the  same 
tbing  now  1  As  onr  country  increases  in  population  and  wealth,  and  as 
f^reut.  cities  become  numerous,  it  must  be  clearly  seen  tbat  there  may  be 
great  danger  of  uprisings  of  large  masses  of  people  for  tbe  redress  of 
grievances,  real  or  fancied;  and  it  is  a  well-known  fact  tbat  such  np- 
risings  enlist  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  tbe  sympathies  of  tbe  cotnmit- 
nities  in  which  tbey  occur.  This  fact  alone  renders  tbe  local  militia 
unreliable  in  bucb  an  emergency.  Besides,  it  is  known  that  few  of  tbe 
States  have  any  permanent  or  well-drilled  soldiery,  and  tbe  recent  troo- 
bles  have  strikingly  illustrated  the  value,  in  such  an  emergency,  ot  tbe 
discipline,  steadiness,  and  coolness  which  raw  levies  never  possess,  and 
which  characterize  only  the  trained  and  experienced  soldiery.  Coolness, 
steadiness,  and  implicit  obedience  to  orders  are  the  qualifications  most 
Deeded  in  soldiers  who  are  to  deal  with  an  excited  and  exasperated 
mob;  and  they  are  qualities  acquired  only  by  training,  and  are  seldom 
found  in  inexperienced  militia. 

la  view  of  these  considerations,  it  is  respectfully  recommended  tbat 
-*autt)ority  be  given  to  tbe  President  to  increase  the  strength  of  the  de- 
pleted companies  now  embraced  nithin  the  Army  organization. 

Tbe  Army  now  has  a  sufficient  number  of  officers,  regimeots,  and 
- compaiiief! ;  but  tbe  companies  are  too  small.  I  recommend  tbat  tbe 
President  be  fluthorized  to  recruit  all  companies  of  infnntry  to  fifty  men 
«ach,  and  all  batteries  of  artillery  to  seventy-five  men  each,  with  power, 
:iD  his  discretion,  in  case  of  emergency,  to  increase  the  former  to  one  hun- 
dred and  the  hitter  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  men  each.  We  may 
^safely  assume  that  such  a  discretion  would  be  exercised  with  becoming 
anoderation  and  prudence ;  and  the  result  would  be  that  the  grand  aggre- 
;^,(ate  «*«uld  never,  in  any  probable  emergency  arising  iu  tbe  recess  of 
'Congress,  exceed  forty  thousand  men,  while  thirty  thousand  would  suf- 
fice to  meet  any  demands  upon  the  Army  that  can  at  this  time  be  eer- 
tfllnly  anlicipate<l. 

It  mast  not  be  forgotten,  iuconsidering  thisquestion,  that  there  must 
always  be  a  large  percentage  of  an  army  not  available  for  duty  in  tbe 
field.  Besides  the  number  of  soldiers  ou  the  sick-list,  and  those  employed 
on  detached  duty  of  varions  kinds,  a  large  number  of  men  are  always 
needed  for  guard  and  garrison  duty.  For  example :  we  have  now  about 
two  hundred  and  twenty-six  military  posts,  at  most  of  which  men  are 
oecesaarily  employed  continually  in  tnking  care  of  and  guarding  govern- 
ment property.  We  have  some  eighteen  arsenals  and  armories,  besides 
abont  forty  store-booses  or  depots,  at  each  of  which  is  stored  property 
'Of  great  value,  belonging  t«  the  government.  The  vast  interests  involved 
in  tbe  protection  of  the  property  of  tbe  United  States  at  these  onmerous 
and  widely-scattered  places  renders  it  necessary  to  keep  a  considerable 
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^ofee  on  duty  for  tbat  purpose,  niid  tbererore  withdrawn  from  otlier 
ferriee. 

lam  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  morale  of  the  Army  ai^pears  to 
be  steadily  improTiDg.  The  nambcr  of  trials  by  conrts-martial,  for  descr- 
tion  and  other  military  offeoses,  has  of  late  beeu  greatly  diminished, 
rhe  nnmber  of  deaertioDa  reported  dariog  each  of  the  four  fiscal  years 
lamed  was  as  follows : 

Fi»<«JyeM-einlipgJotie30,  1673 7.271 

rHCktjeirEDdiiig  JDae30,1874 4,606 

rwal  jear  ending  June  30, 1975 2,521 

ruc*l;eaieD<liDg  Jane  30,1876 1,844 

l!liis  improvemeat  is  believetl  to  be  largely  the  result  of  a  more  care- 
fal  sjsteni  of  eolistment  institated  by  the  Adjutaut-Geoeral  of  the  Army, 
whereby  greater  care  is  exercised  in  the  selection  of  men  and  greater 
effort  made  to  exclude  from  the  Army  bad  and  unworthy  characters. 
Sotvithstanding  the  improvement  here  noted,  tbe  number  of  desertions 
is  still  alarmingly  large;  and  tbe  question  how  it  may  be  still  farther 
traced  deserves  serioas  consideration.  Two  things  seem  to  be  impor- 
UDt  in  this  connection.  The  first  is  tbe  one  already  alluded  to,  viz,  tbe 
caieful  selection  of  men  for  enlistment ;  and  the  second  ia  the  adoption 
of  measures  calculated  to  make  the  Army  a  place  where  a  man  of  intelli- 
gence and  character  may  be  reasonably  content  to  remain.  In  other 
Tords,  what  is  needed  is  the  selection  of  good  men  for  the  service,  and 
tbe  elevation  of  tbe  service  so  as  to  make  it  a  fit  place  for  such  men. 
The  former  seems  to  have  received  much  attention,  and  with  good  resnlta. 
The  latter,  I  fear,  has  not  received  the  attention  it  deserves. 

The  life  of  tbe  private  soldier,  in  time  of  peace,  is  a  life  of  dnll  and 
ooDotonons  routine,  of  which  it  ia  natural,  if  not  inevitable,  that  men 
cf  spirit  and  ambition  should  weary.  The  attention  of  Congress  may 
vety  properly  be  invited  to  the  question,  what  can  be  done  to  render 
tbe  daily  hfe  and  duty  of  the  common  soldier  more  agreeable  1  I  sag- 
^st,  as  a  means  of  accomplishing  this  end,  tbe  importance  of  taking 
measnres  for  the  supply  of  more  and  better  reading-matter  for  the 
Amy.  The  principal  supply  at  present  is  to  be  found,  at  the  perma- 
nent garrisons,  in  what  is  termed  the  "post-library."  The  books  for 
these  libraries  are  purchased  principally  from  what  is  known  as  the 
"postfuDd,"  being  tbe  money  saved  by  the  soldiers,  chiefly  from  their 
bread-rations.  It  is  difficult,  even  at  the  permanent  garrisons,  to  sup- 
ply ttom  this  source  the  requisite  and  suitable  books  and  papers ;  and 
Id  tbe  more  temporary  posts  and  camping- places,  little  -or  no  effort  to 
(ttablish  a  library  or  reading-room  is  made.  The  soldiers  should  be 
applied  not  only  with  books  such  as  are  found  iu  the  best  "  post-libra- 
nf!J,"bnC  with  tbe  best  cnrrent  literature,  including  newpapers  and 
aaguines;  and  these  publications  should  be  regularly  sent  to  each  com- 
pany in  tbe  Army,  whether  at  regular  and  permanent  posts  or  not. 
Our  troops  are  never  for  any  great  length  of  time  beyond  tbe  reach  of 
ibe  mails. 


i,Goo^^lc 


Tin         REPOET  OF  THE  8ECEETABY  OP  WAE. 

Xbis  very  desirable  object  can  be  accomplisbed  at  a  very  trifling  cost 
Tbe  sam  of  $2,000  per  aaDum  to  be  appropriated  for  the  supply  of  the 
Army  with  newspapers  and  magazines  wonld  be  safficient.  The  post 
or  regimeDtal  fund  could  still  be  ased  in  accnmulating  books  for  a 
more  permanent  library.  This  sum,  jadiciously  expended,  voald 
keep  every  company  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  as  well  as  every  battery 
of  artillery,  supplied  with  a  good  variety  of  the  beat  of  the  current 
publications.  This  would  add  very  much  to  the  comfort  and  content- 
ment of  the  soldier's  otherwise  dreary  life,  and  while  affording  amuse- 
ment, would  also  prove  a  source  of  profit  and  improvement.  The  sum 
needed  for  this  purpose  should  be  administered  in  accordance  with  reg- 
ulations to  be  carefully  prepared. 

THE  BETIBED  LIST. 

I  recommend  to  Congress  the  euactmeut  of  a  law  removing  the 
restrictions  as  to  tbe  number  of  officers  allowed  on  the  Army  retired  list. 
Section  1258,  Revised  Statutes,  fixes  the  whole  number  at  three  hun- 
dred, at  auy  one  time.  There  are  now,  in  addition  to  that  namber, 
which  is  full,  fifty-seven  awaiting  retirement,  as  follows : 

Officers  who  have  been  examined  by  a  retiring-board  and  found  unfit 
for  active  service,  thirty-three,  (33). 

Officers  who  are  eligible  by  reason  of  age  or  length  ot  service,  and 
who  desire  to  be  retired,  seven,  (7). 

Officers  who  would  probably  be  found  fit  subjects  for  retirement  if 
esamiued  by  a  board,  but  who  have  not  yet  been  examined,  seventeen, 
(17). 

Total  number  Mho  would  be  retired  if  the  limit  were  removed,  fifty- 
seven,  (57).  There  may  be  others  whose  cases  have  not  been  definitely 
reported. 

All  these  officers,  though  incapable  of  doing  duty,  are  in  receipt  ot 
full  pay,  when,  if  on  the  retired  list,  they  would  be  entitled  to  seventy- 
five  per  centum  of  full  pf*y. 

The  conditions  of  ret.  -emeut  now  left  to  the  President's  discretion 
are  ample  to  meet  every  l  :ed  of  the  service.  The  President  can  retire 
any  officer  of  sixty-two  years  of  age,  or  forty-five  years  of  service,  if  he 
deems  him  inefficient ;  but  if  not,  the  government  can  continue  to  make 
use  of  the  experience  and  knowledge  of  such  officer. 

'  A  retiring-board  can  determine  the  efficiency  of  any  other  officer  the 
President  may  summon  before  it,  and,  upon  the  judgment  of  the  board 
that  snch  officer  is  unfit  for  service,  the  President  can  retire  him. 

The  President  can  retire  any  officer,  who  makes  application,  after 
having  served  thirty  years. 

!No  other  provision  is  necessary  to  secure  a  healthy  condition  of  the 
active  list  of  commissioned  officers,  and  all  that  is  needed  is  to  leave 
the  number  that  may  be  borne  ou  the  retired  list,  at  any  time,  unlimited, 
or  at  the  discretion  of  tbe  President. 
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UNITED  STATES  MurTAEY  ACADEMY, 

Bj  General  Orders  Ko.  15,  of  date  March  2, 1877,  regalations,  approved 
bj- the  Secretary  ofWar,  were  duly  promulgated,  whereby  the  Military 
Aiademy  snd  post  of  West  Point  were  constituted  a  separate  military 
department,  and  l)y  the  same  order  the  Fresideot  appointed  Maj.  Gen. 
.1 JI.  Scbofield  to  the  command. 

EererriDg  to  this  change,  the  board  of  visitors,  ia  their  aodual  report, 
"desire  to  record  their  sense  of  the  great  value  to  the  academy  of  the 
I)[K(Dceof  a  major-general  of  tbe  Army  at  its  head."  The  special  rec- 
nnmendations  of  the  board  of  visitors  are  as  follows : 

1.  Tliat  the  commissary  of  subsistence  be  allowed  a  clerk. 

1  That  tbe  barracks  t>e  enlarged  and  better  ligbt«d. 

i.  That  the  hospital  be  finished. 

t  That  the  water-supply  be  enlarged. 

5.  That  the  sewernge  of  the  post  be  completed. 

6.  Tbst  more  ample  gas-works  be  provided. 
T.  That  the  band  be  restored  to  '10  members. 

8,  Hist  inquiry  be  made  as  to  the  possibility  of  abolishing  military 
|)arades  on  tbe  Lord's  day. 

9.  That  a  commissioD  be  coustitued  to  revise  the  conrse  of  study. 

Id  connection  with  these  recommendations,  estimates  have  been  re- 
•■-meii  and  approved  by  me  as  follows : 

i  Tht  (Dlvgemeat,  JLc.,  of  the  cadet-barrackH,  in  aocoidaace  with  plans 
DOW  in  tbe  War  Department $83,440  00 

;■  Completion  of  the  cftdeta'lioBpital 46,748  76 

I  EnU^jement  of  the  wuWr-sapplj 50,000  00 

.  I'Mipletion  of  system  of  Mwerage  for  the  post 13,260  00 

'  Pnruion  for  ample  ga»- works,  (reappropriation) SS,  139  CI 

These  estimates  are  fully  explained,  aud  tho  importance  of  favorable 
KXioa  thereonby  Congress  strongly  enforced,  by  the  board  of  visitors,  in 
ilieir  report. 

Tbe  recommendations — 1,  relative  to  a  clerl^[  for  the  commissary  of 
■nbsistence ;  8,  looking  to  the  possibility  of  pa,^des  being  abolished  on 
'!>«  Lord's  day ;  and9,astoacommis3iou  to  revjse  the  conrseof  study — 
ire  all  concurred  in  aud  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

The  regularly  submitted  estimates  for  "  current  and  ordinary  ex* 
i-enses,"  "miscellaneous  items,"  and  "incidental  expenses,"  and  for 
"buildiogs  and  grounds,"  embrace  other  objects  of  expenditure.  All 
■*im  reasonable  aud  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  academy,  and  are 
il'proved  by  me. 

English  studies  were  restored  to  the  course,  by  authority  of  the  Sec- 
^Ury  of  War,  June  30, 1877,  and  placed  under  the  professor  of  geogra- 
I  .Siv.  history,  and  ethics. 

The  academic  board  has  decided  that  the  Spanish  language  onght  to 
I  )« omitted  from  the  course  of  study;  the  change,  however,  not  to  be 


1 1,  Google 


X  EEPOET  OP  THE  SBCBETAEY  OP   WAB. 

made  until  tbe  occnrrence  of  a  racaucy  in  the  bead  of  iLe  Spauisb 
department. 

The  commamling  general  of  tiie  department  has  pointed  to  certain 
defects  in  the  Revised  Statutes  relating  to  tbe  Academy.  He  bas  pro- 
posed a  revision  of  the  laws  to  cover  tbem  apd  certain  reforms  as  well. 
His  communicationd  upon  this  subject,  inclusive  of  what  is  em  braced  in 
his  annual  report  submitted  by  the  General  of  the  Army,  as  well  as  tbe 
draught  of  a  bill  prepare<1  by  him  for  submission  to  Congress,  are  here- 
with transmitted,  and  the  attention  of  that  body  is  invited  thereto. 

The  proposed  revision  con  tern  plates,  mainly — 

1.  That  the  Academy  and  post  of  West  Point  shall  constitute  a  sepa- 
rate military  department;  the  General  of  the  Army,  nnder  tbe  Secretary 
of  War,  to  have  immediate  supervision  and  charge,  subject  to  regula- 
tions of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

2.  That  the  Superintendent  of  the  Academy  shall  be  the  department 
commander;  in  his  absence,  tbe  next  in  rank  to  have  command,  &c. 

3.  That  the  title  of  "senior  instructor"  be  dropped,  and,  instead, 
"assistant  instructor"  be  used  for  the  three  arms — artillery,  cavalry, 
and  infantry. 

4.  That  the  professorship  of  Spanish  be  abolished. 

5.  That  there  shall  l>e  a  prol'essor  and  assistant  professor  of  modern 
1)1  ngu  ages. 

C.  That  the  chaplain  shall  be  the  professor  of  ethics. 

7.  That  the  disbursing  officer  shall  be  the  treasurer  of  tbe  Academy 
and  give  bonds. 

8.  That  all  the  officers  of  the  Academy  shall  be  officers  of  the  Army, 
assigned  to  duty  at  the  pleasure  of  the  President.  The  professors  who 
have  heretofore  been  officers  of  any  corps  or  arm  of  service  may  be 
appointed  by  the  President:  to  the  grade  in  such  corps  or  arm  as  tbey 
would  have  reached  by  regular  promotion  had  they  continued  to  serve 
therein.  The  chaplain  may  be  commissioned  a  chaplain  in  the  Army. 
No  new  appointments  to  tbe  grade  of  professor  to  be  made.  Certain  of 
tbe  professors  may  be  retired, 

9.  That  the  Superintendent,  wbeu  not  a  general  officer,  shall  have  the 
local  rank  of  brigadier-generiil ;  the  commitndant  of  cadets  the  local 
rank  of  colonel;  the  professors,  for  first  ten  years,  tbe  local  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel ;  thereafter  the  local  rank  of  colonel,  and  the  instruct- 
ors the  local  rank  of  major. 

10.  That  the  appointments  annually  at  large  be  fixed  at  ten. 

11.  That  tbe  term  of  the  encampment  he  two  months. 

I'J.  That  the  Board  of  Visitors  be  made  permanent,  and  to  consist  of 
two  Senators,  three  Itepresentatives,  tbe  General  of  the  Army,  and  one 
other  general  officer,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Military  Academy,  two 
officers  of  the  Navy,  (rear-admirals,)  and  three  other  itersoos  to  be  ap* 
pointed  by  the  President. 

13.  That  the  band  shall  consist  of  one  teacher  of  mnaic,  as  leader, 
and  forty  enlisted  musicians. 
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ABMT  HEGULATIONS. 

The  latest  reviijion  of  the  Regulations  for  tlie  goveninient  of  tbe 
Amy  »as  made  ID  18Cl,to  whicli  some  adilitions  were  made  hi  IS63. 
Tlie  Begnlationa  then  adopted  were  published  in  18(t3,  but  are  now  out 
of  print,  and  besides  bave  beea  suppleineuted  by  numerous  general  and 
special  onlers  and  modified  by  viirious  legislaiire  acts,  so  that  it  may 
be  said  that  tliere  is  great  need  of  a  careful  revision  of  the  wliole  sub- 
jrtt  The  attempts  heretofoie  made  to  supply  the  need  wbicb  is  gener- 
allr  felt  in  the  Army  of  a  uew  and  complete  code  of  Eegulations  have 
not  resulted  in  success,  altbougb  much  work  has  been  done  which  may 
be  otilized  hereafter. 

By  ao  act  approved  July  28, 18CC,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed 
to  have  prepared  and  to  report  to  Congress  at  the  next  seasion  "  a  code 
of  B«ealatioD8  for  the  government  of  the  Army  and  of  the  militia  iu 
actual  service,  which  shall  embrace  all  necessary  orders  and  forms  of  a 
general  character  for  the  performance  of  all  duties  incumbent  ODoflicers 
and  men  in  tbe  military  service,  iucludiug  rules  for  the  government  of 
eonrts-inartial ;  tbe  existing  Kegulations  to  remaiu  in  force  until  Con- 
gress shall  bave  acted  ou  said  report."  In  compliance  with  tbe  terms  of 
this  act,  a  revision  of  the  Botes  and  Articles  of  War  was  made  and 
snboiitted  to  Congress,  bat  no  action  was  taken  thereon. 

By  an  act  approved  July  15, 1870,  i  t  was  again  provided  that  a  system 
of  General  Regulations  for  tbe  Army  thereiu  authorized  should  be  re- 
ported to  Congress  at  the  next  session  and  approved  by  that  body. 

The  act  of  March  1,  1875,  vol.  IS,  Statutes  at  Large,  page  337,  re- 
pealed so  much  of  snid  act  of  July  15,  1870,  as  required  Regulations  to 
be  submitted  to  Congress,  and  authorized  the  President  "  to  make  and 
publish  Kegutatious  fur  tlie  government  of  the  Army  in  accordance  with 
existing  laws." 

By  an  act  ai)proved  July  24,  187lt,  (19  3tat.,  p.  101]  tbe  whole  subject- 
matter  of  reform  and  reorganization  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
'tis  referred  to  a  commission,  to  be  composed  of  two  members  of  tbe 
Senate,  two  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  officers  of 
the  Army  from  the  line,  one  officer  of  the  Army  from  tbe  staff,  and  the 
Secretary  of  War,  This  commission  was  to  report  to  Congress  at  its 
Deit  session.  By  a  joiiit  resolntion  ap;iroved  August  15,  1876,  (10  Stat., 
page  316,)  the  President  was  requested  to  postpone  all  aelion  in  cou- 
DectioD  with  tbe  publication  of  Itegnlations  until  after  the  report  of  the 
commission  above  mentioned  should  be  received  and  acted  on  by  Cou- 
Itress  at  its  next  session.  The  coinmiKsioo,  however,  adjourned,  after 
collecting  a  great  mass  of  material,  without  accomplishing  its  object, 
not  lieiDg  able  to  complete  its  work  before  tbe  Congress  to  which  it  was 
reqaired  to  report  bad  expired. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  tbat  the  powers  of  tbe  commission  have  been  ex- 
bauted,  while  at  the  same  time  tbe  law  is  left  in  such  a  state  as  to  ren- 
dw  it  extremely  doubtful  as  to  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  issue  aiid 


XII  REPORT   OF  THE  SECRETARY   OF  WAR. 

pablisb  regulations.  It  will  be  for  GoDgress  to  detenuioe  wfaetber  it  is 
wise  to  require  that  a  code  of  general  regalationa  shall  be  eabjected  to 
the  formal  action  of  CoDgress,  thns  giving  them  a  fixed  character,  ud- 
alterable  escept  by  the  same  formal  action.  In  my j  udgment,  this  would 
not  be  wise.  All  matter  in  the  regalations  which  should  properly  be 
bound  by  force  of  law  is  actually  made  in  exact  conformity  with  mili- 
tary acts  of  Congress,  and  is  always  in  the  precise  language  of  the  stat- 
utes; but  there  are  very  many  matters  of  detail  which  depend  upon  tbe 
daily  changiDg  necessities  of  the  service,  and  are  regulated  by  the  ex- 
perience and  intelli{<:ence  of  practical  men  in  the  Army,  which  shoold 
be  left  for  modification,  us  often  as  circumstances  demand,  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Esecntive.  It  is  a  principle,  well  understooil  and  invariably 
acted  upon,  that  whenever  a  regulation  comes  in  conflict  with  a  Ian'  of 
Congress,  it  is  null  and  void.  The  law  is  thus,  as  it  were,  aconstitntioii, 
and  regulations  are  simply  the  by-laws  based  thereon. 

Tbe  authority  to  make  alterations  in  the  regulations  was  vested  by  act 
of  April  24,  IS16,  in  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  approval  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent, and  has  been  ever  since  so  exercised,  with  this  exception,  that  by 
an  act  of  March  2, 1821,  a  system  prepared  by  General  Scott,  nnder  an 
act  of  March  3, 1813,  was  "approved  and  adojited."  But  this  act  of 
March  2, 1821,  was  repealed,  in  terms,  by  an  act  of  May  7, 1322,  leav- 
ing the  act  of  April  24, 1816,  still  in  operation.  Tbe  Army  regulations 
are  always  public  and  easy  of  reference,  and  Congress  can  readily,  at 
any  time,  correct  by  legislation  any  objectionable  feature  which  may  ap- 
pear in  them. 

DOMESTIC  TIOLENCB. 

In  July  last  a  call  was  made  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  West 
Virginia  upon  the  President  for  military  aid  to  suppress  domestic  vio- 
lence in  that  State,  resulting  from  an  uprising  among  the  employes  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad  Company.  A  few  days  later  a  similar 
outbreak  occnrred  among  the  employes  of  tbe  same  company  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  which  also  assumed  such  proportions  as  to  defy  the 
authorities  of  tbe  State,  and  render  necessary  a  similar  appeal  for  assist- 
ance by  the  governor  of  that  State-  The  excitement  and  contagion  ex- 
tended rapidly  from  Baltimore  to  the  westward,  along  the  great  lines  of 
inter-State  railroads.  In  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  tbe  nprising  reached 
the  proportions  of  a  very  serious  insurrection,  and  led  to  a  riot  in  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  on  the  22d  of  July,  resulting  in  serious  loss  of  life 
and  property.  In  that  State,  also,  at  a  little  later  period,,  the  infection 
spread  among  tbe  operatives  in  the  mining-regions,  nnmbcring  many 
thousands  of  laborers.  The  governor  of  Pennsylvania  also  called  ui)on 
tbe  President  for  military  aid,  as  did  also,  at  a  little  later  period,  tbe 
governor  of  Illinois.  From  several  other  States,  whose  authorities  made 
no  formal  call  as  required  by  the  Coiistitntion  and  laws  for  military  aid, 
there  came  very  earnest  appeals  for  troops  to  be  statioue4l  near  tbe  scenes 
of  anticipated  danger,  as  a  means  of  preserving  tbe  peace.    It  was  rightly 
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judged  tliat  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  by  their  very  presence  in 
)D,T  Deigbborhood,  would  be  able  to  deter  evil  disposed  persons  from 
acts  of  violence. 

lu  response  to  these  appeals,  all  the  troops  within  resich  that  could  be 
spared  from  other  dnties  were  dispatched  to  the  disturbed  regions,  aod, 
under  direction  of  the  President,  they  were  employed  by  this  depart- 
meotia  rendering  all  possible  aid  to  the  local  authorities  in  secaring  and 
maiataioing  order.  In  order  to  respond  to  calls  for  aid  where  violence 
actually  existed,  and  to  guard  against  danger  at  threatened  places,  it 
bttune  necessary  to  concentrate  troops  at  points  in  the  States  of  West 
VjrgiDia,  Maryland,  PenDsylvaoia,  Indiana,  Illinots,  and  Missouri,  as 
Well  as  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  For  a  full  and  detailed  statement 
of  ihe  operations  of  the  troops  employed  in  this  important  and  delicate 
ilnir,  I  refer  to  the  report  of  the  General  of  the  Army,  and  to  those  of 
Ibe several  officers  under  whose  immediate  direction  they  were  conducted. 
Forthe  promptness  and  zeal  with  which  both  officers  and  men  responded 
[0  calls  for  aid  in  suppressing  these  disorders,  and  the  celerity,  courage, 
iD(l  moderation  displayed  by  them  in  the  execation  of  their  difBcult  and 
important  duties,  they  are  entitled  to  high  praise. 

I  am  Klad  to  be  able  to  announce  that  the  Army  has  again  shown 
Itself  the  staunch  friend  of  law,  the  firm  supporter  of  the  lawful  au- 
iborities,  and  in  an  eminent  degree  the  conservator  of  peace  and  order. 
It  is  also  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  me  to  be  able  to  announce  that 
ibe  ostiooal  forces  sent  to  quell  these  disturbances  met  with  little  re* 
aistaace,  and  were  able  to  execute  all  their  orders  without  firing  a  gnn 
and  without  bloodshed.  The  single  instance  of  serious  resistance  at 
Johnstown,  Ph.,  it  is  believed  may  have  been  in  ignorance  of  the  fact 
that  it  was  made  against  the  national  troops.  Here  the  forbearance  of 
tbe  commanding  officer  (Major  John  Hamilton,  I'irst  Artillery,)  in  not 
Griog  npon  the  rioters  was  tbe  more  conspicnous,  since  he  himself  sus- 
liined  a  painful  injury, 

I  desire,  in  this  connection,  emphatically  to  express  my  obligations  to 
Mai.Gen.  Winflekl  S.  Hancock,  United  States  Army,  commanding  the 
Military  Geographical  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  for  his  untiring  energy 
and  great  skill  in  directing  tbe  movements  of  troops. 

THB  MEXICAJ*  BOBDEB. 

B3:  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  adopted  ou  the  Ist 
■lay  of  November  instant,  the  President  was  requested  to  cx>mmuDicate 
all  information  in  his  possession  relating  to  tbe  condition  of  tbe  Mexican 
border  in  Texas,  and  to  any  recent  violation  of  the  territory  of  the 
(Tnited  States  by  incursions  from  Mexico.  In  response  to  this  request 
^1  the  information  in  the  possession  of  this  department  upon  the  sub- 
JK't  bas  been  traDsmitted  to  that  body.  A  statement  in  detail  here  is 
tberefore  rendered  oDnecessary.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  lawless 
incursions  by  armed  bands  fh>ffl  the  territory  of  Mexico  into  tbe  State 


i,Gooc^lc 


XIV         HEPOKT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OP  WAR. 

of  Texas,  for  purposes  of  robbery  and  plaoder,  have  continned  to  occur. 
These  bandits  have  long  been  ia  the  habit  of  crossing  the  border,  com- 
mittiDg  depredations,  and  Heeiug  for  saretf  back  into  Mexico.  This 
Btat«  of  thiD(;8  has  coiitinaed  for  ninny  years,  and  in  cooseqaence  the 
people  of  that  portion  of  Texas  bordering  on  the  Itio  Grande  have  suf- 
fered greatly,  and  have,  with  great  reason,  complained  and  a|>peale(l  to 
the  United  States  for  protection.  It  has  long  been  evident  that  these 
incnrsions  cannot  be  stopi)ed  so  long  as  the  Government  of  Mexico  is 
either  nuable  or  unwilling  to  punish  the  marauders,  and  the  United 
States  is  prevented  from  crossing  the  Bio  Grande  in  their  pursuit 

Mexico  has  not  been  able  to  keep,  npon  her  frontier  a  force  able  and 
disposed  to  either  prevent  these  raids  or  punish  the  raiders  upon  their 
return  with  their  booty.  This  state  of  things  has  rendered  it  necessiiry 
to  consider  under  what  circamstaaces  the  troops  of  the  United  Statet, 
may  be  ordered  to  cross  the  line  in  pursuit  of  these  marauders,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  pnuishiog  them  and  reeoveriug  stolen  pro|)erty.  Upou 
a  careful  consideration,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  direct  General  Qrd, 
commsudiug  in  Texas,  in  the  exercise  of  his  own  discretion,  when  in 
pursuit  of  a  baud  of  marauders,  to  follow  tliera,  either  when  the  troops 
are  in  sight  of  them  or  aiion  a  fresh  trail,  across  the  Bio  Grande,  and 
until  they  are  overtaken  aud  punished,  and  the  stoleu  property  recovered. 

I  am  glad  ta  be  able  to  state,  that  although  the  border  has  several 
times  been  crossed  iu  pursuance  of  the  order  above  meatiooed,  the 
friendly  relations  between  the  two  countries  have  not  been  disturbed 
General  Ord  has  been  directed  that  whenever  Mexican  troops  are  pres- 
ent and  prepared  to  intercept  retreating  raiders,  he  is  to  leave  the  per- 
formance of  that  duty,  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  line,  to  such  force. 

INDIAN  HOSTILITIES- 

The  report  of  the  General  of  the  Army  presents  a  succinct  and  ex- 
ceedingly clear  aud  interesting  account  of  the  rise,  progress,  aud  soc- 
cessfal  termination  of  the  war  with  the  Sfez  Percys  ludians,  under  Chief 
Joseph.  The  majority  of  this  tribe  is  living  at  peace  upon  their  reser- 
vation at  Lapwni,  Idaho  Territory;  but  a  branch  of  the  tribe,  under 
Joseph,  has  always  refused  to  go  there,  claiming.the  right  to  remain  in 
the  country  west  of  Snake  Kiver,  known  as  the  Wallowa  Valley— a 
country  which  lies  within  the  State  of  Oregon,  has  been  partially  fiur- 
veyeil,  aud  in  which  many  sales  of  land  have  been  made  by  the  United 
States  to  actual  settlers.  The  attempt  to  remove  Joseph  and  his  con- 
federates to  the  reservation  was  resisted  by  force,  and  was  the  signal 
for  the  commencement  of  hostilities  by  the  Indians.  The  campaigu 
which  followed,  with  its  severe  battles  aud  memorable  marches,  result- 
ing in  the  final  surrender  ot  Chief  Joseph  and  his  followers  to  the  troops 
of  the  United  States,  under  command  of  Colonel  Miles,  will  be  found 
descrUied  in  General  Sherman's  report,  and  the  reports  referred  to 
therein,  with  such  accuracy  and  minuteness  of  detail  as  to  leave  notbing 
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far  me  to  add.  I  join  vith  General  ShermaD  in  giviag  grateful  recog* 
nitioa  irf  the  zeal,  euergy,  endurance,  courage,  and  skill  displayed  by 
Geserai  Howard,  Colonel  G-ibbon,  and  Colonel  MileH,  and  the  officers 
uJ  men  Doder  their  cummand,  in  tbe  prosecution  of  this  most  remarli- 
attle  canipsigD. 

Witb  the  snrrender  of  Joseph  ended  Indiau  hostilities  for  ttie  present, 
uid,  let  06  hope,  for  the  future  as  well.  It  is  not,  however,  wise  to 
usame  that  all  danger  is  passed,  and  that  the  Indiau  tribes  on  our 
frontier  vill  from  this  time  forward  remain  at  peace.  While  bopingfor 
ike  best,  aad  as  a  means  of  secnriug  aud  preserving  peace,  we  sbonld 
take  measures  for  enforcing  obedience  to  tbe  uatioual  authority,  and 
promptly  sappressing  erery  appearance  of  hostility.  VVith  at  least  two 
bondred  and  sixty  thousand  uueivilized  Indians  within  our  bonlera, 
dieie  is  occasion  for  tbe  utmost  vigilance,  to  the  end  that  tbe  lives  and 
property  of  citizens  on  tbe  frontier  may  be  fully  protected. 

PAY   DQPABTMENT. 

The  Paymaster-General  renews  tbe  recommendations  formerly  made 
ia  regard  to  the  eetablishmeot  of  an  annuity  scheme  for  the  benefit  of 
tbe  heits  of  deceased  officers  of  tbe  Army,  This  scheme  has  twice  re- 
ceived the  approval  of  tbe  President  and  Secretary  of  War,  and  been 
reeomniended  to  Congress.  Tbe  deaths  of  officers  on  tbe  frontier  in  ro- 
cent  campaigns  against  tbe  hostile  Indians  bring  visibly  before  us  the 
nwe«uty  of  encouraging  aud  enabling  officers,  by  their  own  regular  and 
voloDlary  assessment,  to  provide  au  annuity  for  those  who  are  depend- 
ent opon  thi>m  for  support. 

I  also  invite  attention  to  the  remarks  of  the  Paymaster-General  in  his 
nport  opon  tbe  subject  of  mileage  of  officers  of  tbe  Army  traveling 
niiiler  orders. 

Contracts. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  a  serious  defect  in  tbe  law 
relatuig  to  tbe  mode  of  awarding  coutracts  required  to  be  made  by  tbe 
ileputmeot  for  supplies  or  services.  Under  the  statutes  repairing  ad- 
Tertisefflcnt  and  the  awarding  of  contracts  to  the  lowest  responsible 
bidder,  it  freqnently  happens  that  numerous  bids  are  received  from 
*idely  scattered  localities.  These  bids  are  pnblicly  opened  at  tbe  office 
from  which  the  proposals  were  issued,  and  thereafter  forwarded  to 
^^wbiugton,  witb  tbe  recom  meudation  of  the  officer  in  charge.  It  often 
becomes  necessary  to  investigate  the  character  and  standing  of  tbe  sev- 
eral bidders  and  tbe  responsibility  of  the  sureties,  as  well  as  other  ques- 
tious  that  may  arise  in  the  consideration  of  tbe  question  of  awarding 
'be  contracts,  and  these  investigations  necessarily  consume  more  or  less 
time.  As  tbe  law  now  stands,  according  to  the  opinion  of  tbe  Attorney- 
(ieneral,  (9  Opinions,  174,)  the  head  of  a  department  has  no  power,  with- 
wt  aathority  of  law,  to  enforce  a  rule  requiring  that  bids  shall  not  be 
*ithdrawn  nntil  after  a  certain  time,  whether  accepted  or  not.    The  re- 
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salt  is,  that,  while  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  department 
sboDid  have  the  right  to  delay  in  determioiDg  the  qnestion  of  accepting 
A  bid,  all  bidders  are  at  liberty  to  withdraw  their  proposals  at  any  time 
before  final  acceptance.  This  right  to  withdraw  bids,  after  they  are 
opened  and  made  public,  opens  the  way  for  combinations  among  bid- 
ders, with  a  view  to  forcing  the  government  to  contract  with  the  high- 
est bidder  or  incnr  the  delay  and  expense  of  a  new  advertisement  aiid 
a  reletting.  The  Attorney-General  has  well  said,  speaking  of  a  rale 
adopted  by  this  department  forbidding  the  withdrawal  of  bids,  that  "it 
is  necessary  that  snch  a  rnle  should  exist,  and  Congress  ought  to  enact 
it."  I  earnestly  recommend  the  passage  of  an  act  so  amending  the  ex- 
isting law  npon  this  subject  as  to  make  every  bid  presented,  in  pursu- 
ance of  advertisement  for  proposals  for  supplies  or  services  in  any  of 
tbe  departments  of  the  government,  absolutely  biudiug  upon  the  bidder 
and  npoD  his  sureties  for  at  least  sixty  days,  unless  sooner  rejected. 
And  the  statute  should  also  reqnire  that  every  bid  shonld  be  accompa- 
nied by  a  bond,  with  security,  pledging  tbe  bidder  to  keep  good  his  bid 
tor  sixty  days,  and  enter  into  the  contract,  if  awarded  to  him,  witbiD 
that  time. 

SIGNAL  SERTICB. 

The  Signal  Service  has  continued  its  usefulness  in  the  diffusion  of  sci- 
entific and  practical  information.  The  duties  now  devolved  upon  that 
service  are,  besides  tbe  instructions  in  military  signaling  and  telegra- 
phy, to  conduct  tbe  observation  and  report  of  storms;  to  report  upon 
the  average  depth  of  water  in  the  great  rivers  of  the  interior  and  give 
notice  of  their  dangerous  rises ;  to  give  important  assistance  to  tbe  life- 
saving  service  on  our  coast;  and  to  construct  and  repair  military  tele- 
graph lines. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-nine  stations  of  observation  have  been  main- 
tained daring  the  year,  and  the  deductions  made  from  the  information 
reported  by  them,  now  known  as  the  "  Synopsis  and  ludicationsj"  has 
been  continued  with  gratifying  results.  A  careful  analysis  of  the  indi- 
cations thus  published,  and  a  comparison  with  the  weather  changes 
afterward  occurring  within  the  time  and  district  to  which  each  has  had 
reference,  has  given  an  average  percentage  of  eighty-six  and  sixteen  hnn- 
dreths  as  verified.  An  average  of  00  per  cent,  is  believed  to  be  attain- 
able. The  wide  diffusion  of  these  reports  may  be  judged  by  the  fact 
tliat  tbey  appear  regularly  in  almost  all  the  daily  newspapers  of  the 
country ;  and  no  great  storm  has  swept  over  any  considerable  part  of 
the  United  States  withont  pre-annonucement. 

In  pursuance  of  acts  of  Congress  for  the  construction  of  telegraphio 
lines  in  tbe  interior  and  upon  tbe  frontier,  connecting  military  posts  and 
stations,  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  tbe  Signal  Service  have  nearly 
completed  the  lines  in  Arizona,  Xew  Mexico,  and  the  Texan  frontier. 
Atotal  length  of  3,200  miles  of  line  is  now  operated,  and  is  partially  self- 
supporting. 
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The  Chief  Signal  Officer  recommeads  the  complete  and  permanent 
oTERuiizatioD  of  the  Signal  Service.  The  aubject  was  last  year  favorably 
[Imported  upon  and  recommended  by  the  President  to  Congress.  It  is 
Duv,  again,  submitted  in  the  bope  that  suitable  legislation  may  be  had 
m  this  regard. 

PBESBRTATION  OF  WAB  BBOOBDS. 

!?ince  the  report  of  my  predecessor,  made  one  year  ago,  the  work  of 
ibv  ifflhlicntion  of  the  official  records  of  the  War  of  the  Bebellion,  both 
Ccioii  and  Confederate,  hiis  been  diligently  and  syatematically  par8ue<], 
thiiigh  under  a,  much  diminished  furcf  of  printer*  and  oopyists,  during 
ihi[ifc>ieut  fiscal  year,  by  reason  nf  a  larKely-rednced  appropriation. 
As  lar  ad  accomplished,  this  cousi:its  of  a  series  of  volames  in  print, 
ibas  muUiplyiog  the  widely-scattered  documents  on  tile,  so  that  ttiey 
an  be  readily  examined  in  a  condensed  form.  By  this  means,  as 
't^I  as  by  a  judiciona  distribution  of  a  tew  copies,  records  of  iueati- 
nable  valne  are  secured  from  possible  loss  by  flre,  and  from  tbe  ob- 
liWrating  inflnences  of  time.  The  arrangement  of  the  matter  is  in 
(hronological  order,  and  great  care  is  exercised  in  comparing  what 
it  pnt  in  print  with  the  originals.  The  report  above  alluded  to  shows 
iQ  agigregate  of  thirty  volnmea  issued  since  tbe  commencement  of 
ihe  work,  several  years  ago,  of  which  twenty-two  volumes  have 
reCerenoe  to  military  operations  on  the  part  of  tbe  United  States,  and 
figfat  volnmes  pertain  to  operations  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate 
States.  At  present  tbe  volumes  aggregate  forty-seven,  (embracing  np- 
<inl  of  33,000  pages,)  of  which  thirty -seven  relate  to  the  UnitAd  States 
ud  ten  to  tbe  Confederate  States,  as  follows: 

United  States. — Beporta  of  Operations,  12  volumes;  Military  Corre- 
9)xiadeDee,  3  volumes;  War  Department,  Letters  Received,  1  volume; 
^ir  Department,  Letters  Sent,  L  volume ;  War  Department,  Telegrams 
lIn«Ted,tf  volumes;  War  Department,  Telegrams  Sent,  4  volnmea; 
Balleck's  Telegrams  Received,  5  volnmea ;  Halleck's  Telegrams  Sent, 
Iroluntes;  Summary  of  Military  Operations,  1  volume.  Total  37 
''ilames. 

Confederate  Statet. — Reports  of  Operations,  2  volumes ;  War  Depart- 
firnt,  Letters  Received,  1  volume ;  War  Department,  Letters  Sent,  I 
^"Innie;  War  Department,  Telegrams  Received,  1  volume;  War  De- 
inrtment,  Telegrams  Sent,  1  volume ;  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's 
I'lffjiains  Sent,  1  volume ;  Miscellaneous,  General,  and  Special  Orders, 
Ivnlnme;  Military  Correspondence  and  General  and  Special  Orders, 
i"*;!,  1  volume ;  Troops  Tendered  Confederate  Wnr  Department,  1  vol- 
oiDf.    Total,  10  volumes. 

It  will  he  seen  that  this  effort  to  get  valuable  historical  matter  into 
Hi'IHT  form,  and  to  redeem  it  from  a  chaotic  condition,  is  now  assntniug 
^l^wition  of  importance  in  which  the  whole  country  is  deeply  Inter- 
''~hL    That  its  prosecution  should  be  provided  for  by  a  permanently 
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organizec)  working  force,  ander  iutelligeot  and  fnithfnl  sapervision,  and 
by  liberal  appropriations  ftvm  ;ear  to  yenr,  nutil  complnted,  seems  to  be 
manifest. 

Tbe  w»r  records  of  tbe  Confederate  States  have  been  pablisbed  up 
to  the  end  of  tbe  j  ear  1861.  The  mass  of  material  jet  on  band  for  pnb- 
lication  is  very  large.  It  is  known,  however,  that  documents  of  an 
important  character  are  in  the  bands  of  State  and  private  societies  and 
individuals.  These  obtained  and  arrang^'d  chronologically  with  the  rest, 
a  more  satisfactory  result  will  be  arrived  at,  and  aopplenientary  editions 
avoided,  as  it  m  the  intention  to  print  fully  and  accurately  all  records 
pertaining  to  tbe  VVar  of  the  Rebellion,  from  whatever  source  protura- 
ble.  Hence,  the  discrepancy,  at  present,  between  the  number  of  vol- 
nmes  issued  from  the  two  great  fountains  of  supply,  as  seen  above.  It 
is  hoped  that,  in  doe  time,  with  the  aid  of  such  legislation  as  may  be 
necessary,  tbe  government  will  be  able  to  obtain  originals  not  n'bv  in 
possession,  or,  at  least,  of  duty  authenticated  copies. 

The  Brady  collection  of  war  views,  purchased  by  Congress  for  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  are  gradually  becoming  defaced,  through  thede 
terioration  and  destruction  of  tbe  sensitized  ^nrfaces  of  tbe  negativFK 
I  recommend  that  Congress,  through  a  special  appropriation,  authorize 
tbe  Secretary  of  War  to  institute,  measures  for  the  preservatioD  of  these 
pictures  of  battle-fields  and  other  military  scenes,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  to  coming  generations  they  will  be  invaluable  as  illustrations  ot 
tbe  pnblicatiou  of  the  official  records  of  tbe  war  of  the  rebellion. 

QUABTBBMASTEB'S  DEPABTUBNT. 

The  appropriations  for  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  the  last 
fiscal  year  were  (1,500,000  less  than  iu  the  previous  year,  notwithstand- 
ing the  increase  in  the  cavalry  arm.  Tut  the  expenditures  and  liabili 
ties  have  l)een  kept  within  tbe  appropriations,  except  in  the  item  of 
transportation,  for  which  a  deficiency  estimate  of  (1,200,000  has  beeo 
submitted.  Exigencies  have  caused  the  numerous  movements  of  bodies 
of  troops,  and  great  expenditnre  has  been  incurred  iu  their  coDceutrn- 
tion  at  critical  points. 

The  question  of  payment  for  transportation  to  certain  laud-grant  tail- 
roads  having  been,  in  accordance  with  the  acts  of  Uongress,  adjndicated 
by  tbe  courts,  and  tbe  decision  of  tbe  United  States  Supreme  Court  ob- 
tained in  their  favor,  they  are  entitled  to  payment  for  tbe  transporla- 
tion  of  officers,  soldiers,  military  supplies,  and  material.  Their  right  to 
payment  having  been  decided  in  tbe  courts,  it  becomes.the  doty  of  this 
department  to  ask  tbe  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1875,  prohibiting 
such  payment,  and  tbe  grant  of  au  appropriation  for  tbe  payment  of  ac- 
counts found  to  be  due,  as  well  as  provision  for  the  payment  of  future 
indebtedness  to  the  roads  in  question.  In  this  connection  reference  is 
made  to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  March  2,  last,  which  has 
been  printed  in  Senate  Document  No.  45,  44th  Congress,  2d  session. 
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I  i]iiite  Agree  with  the  Qaartermaater-Oeneral,  that,  in  a  military  point 
of  riew,  the  interests  of  the  goverumeat  reqnire  the  passage  of  a  law 
nnderirhich  all  railroads  shall  be  obliged  to  transport,  at  the  earliest 
jinteticable  time,  the  meo  and  material  of  the  United  States,  leaving  the 
uljttstmentorthe  question  of  accounts  to  be  determined  in  such  manner 
L<  Ibe  Legislatnre  may  provide. 

Indebted  railroads. 

The  balance  due  the  United  tjtatea  by  the  Southern  railroads,  to 
vbom,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  the  United  Slates  rolliug  stock  and  rail- 
mad  material  collected  at  and  near  Xashville  was,  under  executive 
oHi-rs  of  August  and  October,  1865,  sold  ou  credit,  is  $1,805,793.22. 
(Ink  1345  was  collected  from  these  roads  during  the  year. 

Judgment  was  obtained  iu  the  United  States  court  for  the  middle  dis- 
iric't  of  Tennessee,  at  the  October  term  of  1876,  against  the  Nashville 
■nil  Northwestern  Railroad,  for  $366,150,  bnt  no  moneys  have  been 
rralized  as  yet  under  the  decision  and  judgment. 

CoDgr^KS  has  relieved  some  of  the  indebted  roads;  has  directed  com- 
prmnisee  with  others,  but  certain  legislation  necessary  to  settle  some 
natstanding  accounts  asked  by  the  Executive  Departments  has  not  been 
graatM].  For  details  on  this  subject,  reference  is  made  to  the  report  of 
ibc  Qaartermaster-Oeneral. 

Claims. 

Coder  the  act  of  4th  July,  1861,  great  nnmber^  of  claims  for  Quar- 
termastei's  stores  furnished  to  the  Army  in  States  not  in  rebellion  bare 
been  Bled.  One  thousand  one  hundred  and  two  such  claims,  amoun^ 
ia^t  ^  presented,  to  $1,808,228.84,  were  acted  on  by  the  Quartermaster- 
Crtneral  daring  the  year.  Of  these,  he  reported  favorably  to  the  Third 
Anilitor,  ander  the  law,  460 ;  bis  recommendation  for  allowance  amount- 
ing to  $155,272 — about  one-third  the  amount  claimed;  642  were  re- 
nted, amounting  to  $1,352,150.88.  There  remained  on  file  for  action, 
at  the  close  of  the  year,  12,690  claims,  aggregating  $7,391,755.50. 

Iconccr  with  the  Qaartenuaster- General  in  the  opinion  that  some 
Diflhod  of  settling  this  great  mass  of  claims  should  be  provided.  I  rec- 
omnieod  that  these  claims  be  transferred  to  the  Commissioners  of 
SoaLheni  Glaime,  or  some  other  tribunal  having  more  time  and  better 
facilities  for  their  consideration  and  decision  than  are  possessed  by  these 
officers. 

JVew  poatg. 

Two  new  posts  have  been  located,  one  on  Tongne  River  and  one  on 
tb#  IJttle  Big  Horn.  For  these  posts  the  sum  of  $2UO,000  was  appro- 
priated, and  good  progress  toward  their  erection  has  been  made  during 
the  past  year.  The  appropriation  coming  too  late  to  be  applied  during 
tbe  time  of  navigatioa  last  year,  delay  bas  been  caused  by  the  active 
eDi[rioyment  of  tbe  troops  (sent  to  establish  the  posts)  against  the  NeK 
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Percys,  wbo  bave  be«>D  finally  captured  by  the  forces  under  the  com- 
mander of  the  posts  on  Toogiie  River. 

The  establiabmeDt  of  a  uew  post  at  Hell  Gate  Pass  of  the  Rocky 
Monntaiost  id  Moutana,  has  been  ordered,  and  work  tbereou  is  irt  prog- 
ress.   A  military  reservatiou  in  the  p^s  ha^  been  declared. 

Depot  at  San  Antonto. 

The  appropriation  of  $100,000  for  a  quartern! aster's  dejiot  at  Sao 
Antonio,  Tex.,  has  been  used  daring  the  fiscal  year  in  the  erection  of 
a  building  six  hnndred  and  twenty-fonr  feet  square,  inclosing  a  court- 
yard of  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  feet  square.  Nearly  nine  acres  are 
included  in  the  area  within  the  outer  wall,  and  nearly  two  acres  are  nuder 
roof.  The  total  rednctioa  in  rents  resulting  from  the  construction  of 
tbis  building  will  reach  the  sum  of  $5,670.00  per  annum,  while  the 
eooDOtny  and  convenience  of  the  service  and  the  safety  of  the  storage  of 
the  large  quantity  of  valuable  supplies  accamulated  at  this  central  [lOSt 
of  military  operatloDS  in  the  Southwest  and  on  the  Mexican  border  are 
greatly  increased. 

Purchase  of  sites  in  Texas. 

The  site  of  Fort  Brown,  for  the  purchase  of  which  Oongress,  in  1870, 
granted  an  appropriation  of  $25,000,  is  still  in  litigation,  or,  at  least, 
litigation  is  still  threatened.  The  heirs  of  the  SeSora  Oavazoa  have 
notified  the  department  that  their  title  has  been  confirmed  by  the  United 
States  court,  and  that  they  are  not  content  with  the  sum  appropriated 
by  Congress,  and  bave  requested  that  the  Army  evacaate  Fort  Brown, 
held  as  a  military  post  since  General  Taylor  first  defeated  the  Mexican 
army  on  the  Bio  Grande.  The  city  of  Matamoras  announces  its  inten- 
tion to  contest,  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  the 
Cavazos  title. 

No  title  has  yet  been'  obtained  to  site  of  Binggold  barracks  on  the 
Bio  Grande. 

The  owner  of  the  site  of  Fort  Duncan  refused  to  accept  the  910,000 
granted  by  Congress  for  the  purchase.  He  demanded  an  additional  sum 
of  9368,  Vhich  the  War  Department,  under  the  law,  could  not  pay. 
In  the  mean  time  a  twenty  years'  lease,  under  which  the  United  States 
held  possession,  expired,  and  the  owner  of  the  soil  thus  acquired  title  to 
all  the  Dnited  States  buildings  thereon.  He  then  fixed  his  price  at 
920,000,  and  demandetl  and  collects  92,400  a  year  rent.  The  Secretary 
of  War,  in  July,  1876,  recommended  an  appropriation  of  930,000  to 
make  the  purchase,  but  no  appropriation  has  yet  lieen  given. 

National  mUitary  cemeteries. 

There  are  seventy-nine  national  military  cemeteries,  which  are  care- 
fully maintained,  which  improve  in  beauty  and  condition  with  age.  The 
hfad-stone  contracts  have  finally  been  so  far  completed  that  all  the  head- 
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ffooes  provided  for  iu  the  coutracts  aa  originnlly  made  are  iii  place; 

::J8,aG6gTaTeBhave  biten  permanently  marked  with  marble  or  granite 

«toae3.  suitably  inacribed,  at  a  cost  of  $786,360.14,  aad  tbe  coutracts  are 

fnltilleil. 

Some  cemeteries  having  been  declared  national  military  cemeteriea 
giD(«  tbe  coDtnicte  were  made,  tbe  contractors  have  consented  to  Rnppl; 
tbfm  also  with  bead-stones,  tbe  estimated  cost  of  which  will  beabont 
(JOtWO,  aad  a  balance  of  $192,000  of  the  original  appropri&tiou  of 
jL,OUU,IKW  will  remain.  It  Is  uuggested  that  authority  be  given  by  Ood- 
grasto  use  a  portion  of  tbissam  to  mark  tbe  gravesof  soldiers  bnried  in 
l>rivite  and  village  cemeteries,  to  which  the  law  did  not  extend.  Sixty 
tboasaad  dollars,  it  is  believed,  woald  suffice  for  this  purpose. 

8UBSI8XBNCE  DEPARTMENT. 

As  no  appropriation  for  subsistence  of  the  Army  has  been  made  for 
tbe  current  Ascal  year,  supplies  (with  the  exception  of  the  limited 
amoants  which  could  be  purchased  from  proceeds  of  salesof  sabsistence 
snpplies)  have  been  procured  on  credit. 

><o  difficulty  has  beeu  experienced  in  purchasing  the  necessary  sup- 
plies, and  at  moat  points  tbe  prices  paid  have  not  beeu  more  in  excess 
<4  the  cash  prices  than  the  usual  rates  of  interest  upon  the  cash  value 
of  tbe  stores ;  bat  iu  some  places,  where  there  was  but  little  competi- 
tion, excessive  prices  appear  to  have  been  demanded,  as  in  portions  of 
^lonlana,  where  supplies  were  required  for  General  Howard's  command. 
TtaeM  stores  have  not  been  p^id  for,  bnt  tbe  bills  therefor  will  be 
thoroughly  scrutinized,  and  only  such  sums  allowed  as  may  appear  just 
w  the  seller  and  to  the  government. 

The  ijabsistence  Department  has  been  frequently  called  upon  during 
the  past  to  issne  subsistence  stores  to  Indians,  even  at  tbe  risk  of  ex- 
hiiistiDg  the  supplies  of  the  Army  on  the  frontier.  Tbe  transportation 
tothe  distant  posts  is  costly,  difficult,  and  sometimes  impracticable  at 
ifrtain  seasons  of  the  year,  and  a  careful  consideration  of  tbe  subject 
has  induced  the  belief  that  were  all  issues,  both  to  t^e  Army  and  to 
IndinDH,  made  by  the  Subsistence  Department,  a  greater  certainty  of 
SQpply  would  be  secured,  with  tbe  advantage  of  tbe  use  of  but  one  set 
of  isening  officers  and  employ^.  Officers  of  the  Army  now  inspect 
most  of  the  supplies  purchnse^l  for  the  Indians. 

BUREAU  OF  MILITARY  JUSTICE. 

TbeJndge-Advocate-General  earnestly  recouimeuds  additional  legis* 
Ution  which  shall  fix  beyoud  question  a  specific  period  of  limitation  to 
fiwecation  in  cases  of  desertiou. 

The  103d  Article  of  War,  fixing  tbe  limit  of  time  within  which  a  per- 
*«i  shall  be  liable  to  be  tried  and  punished  by  a  general  court-martial, 
itcoQBtmed  by  the  Attorney -Oeneral,  as  well  as  the  Judge- Advocate- 
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General,  to  iuclade  the  crime  of  desertion,  while  the  contrary  has  bee: 
beld  by  some  military  aathoritiea.  The  article  Bays  that  "  No  perao: 
aball  be  liable  to  be  tried  and  pBuished  by  a  general  court-martial  fa 
any  offence  which  appears  to  have  been  committed  more  than  two  year 
before  the  isaaiug  of  the  order  for  snch  trial,  nnless,  by  reason  of  bn\ 
ing  absented  himself,  or  some  other  manifest  impediment,  he  shall  no 
have  been  amenable  to  jostice  within  that  period."  If  the  crime  n 
desertion  be  included,  the  question  is,  when  does  the  time  of  limitatioi 
oommenceT  At  the  end  of  two  years  from  the  dat»  of  desertion,  if  ui 
arrest  bas  meanwhile  been  made,  or  does  it  commence  two  years  atte 
the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  the  soldier  enlisted !  As  there  ha 
been  mach  controversy  over  this  question,  it  is  recommended  that  it  bi 
flnally  set  at  rest  by  precise  legislation. 

MEDICAL  DEFABTHENT. 

The  Snrgeon -General  reports  no  material  change  in  the  health  of  th< 
Army  since  the  last  annual  report.  He  points  once  more  to  the  insulli 
ciency  of  the  clerical  force  in  the  record  and  pension  division  of  It'u 
office.  .     , 

The  records  of  the  Surgeon-General's  Office  farnisb  the  best  poasibU 
evidence  as  to  the  cause  of  death  in  case  of  deceased  soldiers  and  tkt 
hospital  record  of  invalids.  For  the  want  of  an  adeqnate  clerical  force 
it  has  been  impossible  to  answer  one-half  the  calls  made  by  the  Pension 
Bureau  and  other  departments  for  information  to  be  derived  from  a 
search  of  these  records,  and  on  the  1st  of  July  18,697  of  such  calls  re- 
mained nuanswered.  The  delay  thus  caused  in  the  settlement  of  i>en- 
Bion  and  other  war-claims  is  a  sonrce  of  well-grounded  complaint,  be- 
cause it  is  an  injustice  toward  a  worthy  and  necessitons  class  of  oor  citi' 
zens.  I  earnestly  indorse  the  recommeodatioD  of  the  Surgeon-General 
that  a  sufficient  increase  of  clerical  force  be  authorized. 

The  Surgeon -General  renews  the  recommendation  made  in  a  previous 
report  that  authority  for  printiog  the  catalogue  of  the  Army  Medical 
Museum  be  granted,  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  Government  Friut«r. 
Its  preparation  bas  required  much  labor,  and  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  its 
utility  to  the  medical  profession  if  made  accessible  to  them. 

CHIEF  OP  ENQINBEES. 

The  rei>ortof  the  Chief  of  Engineers  states  that  work  upon  onr  sea- 
Ooast  defenses  has  been  practically  limited  to  their  care,  preservatiou, 
and  partial  repair;  but  he  again  urges  the  adoption  of  some  reasonable 
system  of  annual  expenditure  upon  onr  harbor  defenses. 

Experiments  and  practice  on  the  general  system  of  torpedo  defense 
have  been  continued  at  Willets  Point.  An  appropriation  of  $100,000 
for  tbe  coming  year  is  recommended  for  this  purpose,  and  for  the  pur- 
chase and  storage  of  such  portions  of  the  material  as  would  be  imme- 
diately required  in  case  of  sudden  hostilities.    Detailed  information  in 
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i^pad  to  each  specific  river  aud  harbor  iinprovemeut  may  be  foand  ia 
aid  report. 

The  reqairementa  of  the  3d  section  of  the  river  aud  harbor  act  of 
ApgDst  14, 1876,  relating  to  the  prevention  of  trespaaa  or  injury  to  pub- 
lic irorfea,  were  complied  with  by  my  predecesnor,  and  the  form  of  an 
kL  iutended  to  cover  all  cases  likely  to  arise,  was  anbmitted  to  Con> 
gm*  ai  its  last  session,  but  as  actiou  thereon  was  not  taken,  I  ask  at- 
'LFBlioD  to  the  necessity  of  such  legislation. 

Tbe  appropriation  made  in  the  sundry  civil  act  of  tbe  last  session  of 
<.'oDi!reRS  for  the  protection  of  the  piers  of  the  bridge  across  tbe  Missis- 
M|<pi  Bivtrat  Rock  Island,  III.,  is  being  expended  in  »<roHlsDce  nit 
rb^  provieioDS  of  the  act. 

To  comply  with  the  joiat  resolution  of  March  3, 1S77,  a  commission 
■as  appointed  tnexamineinto  the  matter  of  contracts  made  between  the 
t'oited  States  and  tbe  Moline  Water  Company  as  to  the  water-power  at 
>IHine,Ill.    The  report  of  the  commission  will  be  duly  transmitted. 

Ill  tb«  anrvey  of  tbe  northern  and  northwestern  lakes  under  tbe  Ed- 
iiavti  Department,  the  triangulation  has  been  carried  from  Westfleld, 
>'.  v.,  to  Painesville,  Ohio.  The  topography  and  hydrography  have 
Ntn  carried  from  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  to  Vermillion,  Ohio.  Tbe  latitudes 
and  longitudes  of  Mount  Forrest  and  Cairo,  III.,  have  been  determined, 
wi  asnstance  has  been  rendered  in  the  telegraphic  determination  of  the 
luugitudes  of  Fort  Fetterman,  in  Wyoming  Territory,  and  Forts  Stock- 
tuo,  Ooocho,  and  McKavett,  in  Texas.  Tbe  difference  of  level  between 
Lakes  Michigan  and  Superior  bas  been  determined.  A  list  of  the  new 
rbarts  of  the  lakes,  printed  and  published  during  the  year,  will  be  found 
in  Kaid  lepwt.  The  survey  of  tbe  Mississippi  River,  which  bas  been 
<^rned  on  by  the  officer  charged  with  the  lake  survey,  has  beeu  ez- 
teoded  from  five  miles  above  Cairo,  III.,  to  a  point  eight  miles  above 
Colnmbas,  Ey.  Yolntne  II,  Descriptive  Geology;  volume  IT,  Paleon- 
lolo^  aud  Ornithology;  and  volume  VI,  Microscopical  Petrography, 
iii<l  the  Geological  and  Topographical  Atlas  of  the  Geological  Explora- 
'm  of  the  40th  parallel,  have  been  completed  daring  the  year,  and  are 
c-ov  jD  the  hands  of  the  Public  Printer.  Volume  I,  Systematic  Geology, 
Md  folume  VII,  Vertebrate  Paleontology,  will  soon  be  finished  and 
KiAj  for  tJie  printer.  These  reports  will  complete  tbe  work  aud  pnbli- 
^lioos  belonging  to  this  survey. 

Tbe  systematic  survey  of  the  territory  west  of  the  100th  meridian, 
'tiich  for  several  years  has  been  carried  on  by  engineer  and  other  offl- 
i^nt  of  tbe  Army,  bas  been  continued  during  tbe  year  in  portions  of 
•-'ilifomia,  Nevada,  Colorado,  and  New  Mexico.  The  coutinuation  of 
<tii»uBe(iil  work,  in  it-s  present  satisfactory  condition  of  organization, 
■ill,  it  is  hoped,  commend  itself  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Con- 
znm. 

"Hie  engineer  officers  on  the  staffs  of  tbe  generals  commanding  tbe 
■<»t«m  military  divisions  aud  departments  have  beeu  engaged  during 
ilie;«ar,  with  their  onstomary  energy,  in  surveys  in  the  field,  aud,,im^^' 
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collecting  aiid  mapping  tUe  geograpliical  aod  topographical  infornatioti 
obtained  iu  Bcoatsanil  campaigns  against  the  hostile  Indiaas.  Od  ac- 
count of  the  failure  at  the  last  session  of  Congrese  of  the  appropriation 
asked  for,  the  amonnt  of  funds  available  was  entirely  inadeqnate  to  the 
work  required  of  these  officers,  which  is  of  importance  to  the  different 
bureaus  of  the  War  Department  and  to  the  Army.  To  enable  them  to 
accoinplish  tbe  greatest  amonnt  of  work  with  the  means  at  band,  the 
enlistment  of  to[>ographical  assistants  has  been  anthorized,  and  good 
results  are  expected  from  this  economical  mode  of  carrying  on  their  sur- 
veys. 

The  Engineer  Department  maps  nsed  hy  the  troops  engaged  in  the 
recent  campaigns  against  the  Nez  Percys  and  Sioux  have  proved  of 
great  utility,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  unexplored  areas  in  the  conn- 
try  traversed,  or  liable  to  be  traversed,  by  the  troops  and  hostile  Indians 
be  mapped  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

OBDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

In  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  appropriations  for  the  Army,  the 
manufactnre  of  arms  at  the  National  Armory  at  Springfield  was  stopped 
on  the  1st  of  Jnly  last,  and  there  is  now  only  ou  hand  a  reserve  aapply 
of  eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-two  rides  aud  five  thoasand 
nine  hundred  and  eighty-three  carbines,  of  the  latest  model.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  department,  as  a  measure  of  precaution  and  military  fore- 
sight, that  a  mocli  larger  number  of  arms  of  the  latest  and  most  ap- 
proved patterns  should  be  on  hand  in  our  arsenals  in  case  of  emergency. 
The  present  Springfield  breech-loading  rifle  compares  favorably  with 
the  best  arms  here  or  abroad.  It  is  an  arm  that  may  not  be  superseded 
for  some  years,  and  if  obliged  to  yield  to  one  of  superior  merit,  the  effect 
will  not  be  to  fender  it  obsolete,  but  to  make  it  secondary  only  to  one 
having  gieater  rapidity  of  fire.  In  this  view  it  is  believed  to  be  wise  to 
lay  up  a  reasonable  supply. 

In  the  supply  of  metallic  ammunition,  it  is  reported  that  we  are 
lamentably  deficient.  Ten  rounds  per  toonth  per  man  for  target  prac- 
tice had  been  allowed,  but  this  was  inadequate  for  training  the  soldier 
in  the  use  of  the  rifle,  and  in  the  perfection  of  his  marksmanship.  Mauy 
complaints  from  those  iu  active  service  have  resulted  in  an  order  doubling 
thealIowance,makinganannnalexpenditareof  six  millions  of  cartridges. 
The  appropriations  for  the  past  linve,  however,  been  too  small  to  render 
this  expenditure  a  judicion«  one,  and  it  is  recommended  that  an  increased 
appropriation  be  made  for  metallic  ammuuitiou. 

The  subject  of  the  organization,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia 
has  received  the  attentive  consideration  of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  whose 
department  is  required,  under  the  act  of  1S08,  to  provide  arms  and 
equipments  for  the  whole  body  of  militia.  Under  that  act,  an  appro- 
priation of  $200,000  is  annually  made,  which  is  not  sufficient  to  arm  auil 
equip  more  than  8,000  infantry.  The  organized  militia  of  the  States  is 
ow  reported  at  over  90,001)  men,  and  if  it  be  the  purpose  of  (jongresa 
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IS  oiooonge  the  increase  and  efficiency  of  tbis  force,  a  mach  larger  anm 
:kD  ia  dow  provided  will  be  necessary.  This  matter  is  fully  discussed 
ID  the  tepor^  to  which  I  invite  yoot  earnest  attentioo. 
He  umamflnt  of  our  sea-coast  fortifications  la  progreeaing  veiy 
iltrif .  A  coBuderation  of  their  argent  wants;  the  length  of  time  re- 
loind  to  supply  them,  the  unprotected  condition  of  oar  harttors,  and 
:U  absolate  impossibility  of  providing  for  their  defense  in  time  of  end- 
dcD  danger,  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  for  the  best  inter- 
nal of  the  conutry  to  provide  a  permanent  annual  appropriation  for  their 
uffiinest. 

Tbe  sale  of  arsenals  no  longer  needed,  and  the  concentration  of  the 
oidoiDce-manufactnring  establishments  and  depots  of  snpplies,  is  again 
argti;  the  simplest  and  most  economical  method  suggested  being  the 
!»\t  of  the  former  and  the  application  of  the  proceeds  to  the  oonstrno- 
!ioD  of  the  latter,  and  this  plan  seems  to  be  in  accord  with  the  wishes  of 
Cuogreas.  Within  the  past  few  years  eleven  small  arseoals  have  been 
di^Kised  of  by  sale,  under  the  sanction  of  Cougresa,  or  by  transfer  to 
:ht  hne  of  the  Army  for  its  nses;  but  it  would  appear  to  be  judicious 
bat  «ben  a  sale  of  such  property  is  made,  the  proceeds  should  be  de- 
voted to  the  erection  and  repair  of  the  larger  arsenals  that  are  retained. 
Previous  reports  have  given  grave  consideration  to  the  sut^ect  of 
fliims  afiainst  the  Ordnance  Department,  growing  out  of  the  alleged 
:.nihDgemeDt  of  the  rights  of  iudividnale  in  the  matter  of  patents 
ailopted  and  need  in  the  manufacture  of  national  arms.  The  Bupreme 
Conrt  has  held,  in  the  case  of  the  United  abates  vt.  Bums,  (2  Wall.,  262,) 
'-that  the  government  cannot,  after  the  patent  is  issue^,  make  nse  of 
:be  improToment  any  more  than  a  private  individual,  withont  license 
»'the  inventor  ot  making  him  compensation.''  But  the  department 
bs  cade  use  of  inventions  in  the  past,  and  claimants  appear  before 
:he  Ordnance  Bareau  for  compensation  for  such  ose,  or  bridg  personal 
actioos  against  officers  of  the  department.  Several  sacb  salts  are  now 
landing,  and,  if  successfnl,  render  the  ofBcers  personally  liable,  although 
irting  in  the  line  of  their  duty  and  under  orders— the  department  hav- 
'3e  no  autbority  to  pay  compensation  for  the  nse,  or  to  indemnify  the 
"Seer  against  whom  judgment  may  be  rendered.  Some  measure  giving 
atentedy  to  thenlnimant,  without  snbjectingtheofficer  tothe  anxieties 
and  embarrassments  of  a  suit,  should  be  afforded  by  adequate  legisla- 
ioo. 

PniAnOlAL  STATEMENT,  ESTIUATEB,  ETC. 

The  eatimates  for  tbis  department  for  the  fiBcal  year  ending  June  30, 
'^9,  as  revised,  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  of  (13,116,143.24, 
u  follows: 

^ihn'ca, eofitlDKent  ezpensea,  and  pMtaf^ $t,193,SH4  00 

"■HlmT ••toMWbiBMil 31,597,270  6S 

HMiewo*» .., .,.        7.»53,(n7  76 

XwrUuMou 2,371,610  81) 

Totrf 43,115,443  84 

"i-w  v>oglc 
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These  estimates  are  fully  explained  in.  the  reports  of  the  heads  o 
bnreaas,  whloh  are  sobmitted  herewith. 

The  estimateB  for  Uie  support  of  the  militar;  estabtishmeut  are  for  aj 
Army  of  25,000  enlisted  men,  and  the  aggre^te  thereof  may  be  \i 
creased  or  diminished  in  proportion  as  the  strength  of  the  Army  I 
finally  fixed  at  a  larger  or  smaller  namber. 

The  estimates  submitted  by  the  chiefs  of  bureaus  have,  in  some  ii 
stances,  been  considerably  reduced,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  seven 
sums  uow  asked  are  tbe  lowest  that  can  be  appropriated  consisteutt. 
with  ajDst  regard  for  the  public  intereats.  In  the  aggregate  of  tbea 
estimates  is  included  several  items  whicb  are  not  submitted  in  pni 
snsnceof  statutes  requiring  the  annual  expeoditore  of  definite  sums  o 
money,  bat  relate  to  matters  resting  entirely  in  the  discretion  of  Cod 
gresB.  Of  this  class  are  appropriations  for  fortifications  and  other  work 
of  defense;  river  and  harbor  improvementa;  baildiuga  and  gronodsii 
and  aroand  Washington;  Washington  Aqueduct,  and  surveys.  Fo 
these  purposes,  estimates,  aggregating  tl6, 495,800,  were  submitted  b; 
the  Chief  of  Gngineers.  I  have  thought  proper  to  redace  the  estimate 
for  rivers  and  harbors  to  the  aggregate  of  (6,016,000,  and  for  fortifl 
cations  to  the  aggregate  of  $620,000.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  obserV' 
that  the  estimates  for  rivers  and  harbors,  as  presented  by  the  Chief  o 
EDgineers,  were  prepared  and  submitted  by  him  iu  compliance  will 
nameroos  acts  of  Congress.  These  acta  require  that,  as  to  a  very  largi 
class  of  works  where  surveys  have  been  ordered  by  Congress,  or  vher 
work  has  been  oommeDoed,  there  shall  be  an  aunaal  estimate  of  tb' 
amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  daring  the  ensuing  fiscal  yeai 
As  instructed  by  these  aots  of  Congress,  and  following  a  long-eBtab 
lished  custom,  tbe  Chief  of  Eagtueers  has  submitted  his  estimates.  Hi 
has  very  properly,  in  view  of  the  law,  given  hia  opiuioa,  as  an  expert 
of  tbe  "  amount  which  can  be  profitably  expended  iu  tbe  next  fiscn 
year,"  but  he  has  expressed  no  opinion  as  to  the  proper  aum  to  be  appro 
priated  by  Congress  in  view  of  the  condition  of  the  Treasury,  the  proba 
ble  receipts  of  revenue,  and  the  demands  of  the  pablic  service  in  otbe 
departments.    Cpon  tbia  point  he  is  not  called  npon  for  an  opinion. 

IMFBOTEHBNT  OF  THB  MOUTH  OF  THE  MISSIBSIPPI  SIVBB. 

Id  order  to  enable  this  department  to  oarry  into  effect,  on  behalf  o 
tbe  United  States,  the  proviaions  of  the  act  of  Congress  aatborizinj 
James  B,  Eads  to  construct  such  jetties  and  other  auxiliary  works  a 
are  necessary  to  permanently  maintain  a  wide  and  deep  channel  fror 
tbe  MiBaieBipi;ii  Eiver  through  the  South  Pass  to  tbe  Gnlf  of  Mesicc 
an  officer  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  is  stationed  at  the  South  Pasf 
with  instructions  to  report  trom  time  to  time  the  nature  and  conditio! 
of  the  work  in  progress,  the  depth  of  water  and  widUi  ofchanQe 
cored  and  maintained. 

Tbe  reports  of  March  16,  1877,  and  July  21, 1877,  showing  the  condi 
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Cioa  of  the  worit  at  those  dates,  and  not  heretofore  oommQDioated  to 
CoDgnsB,  are  herewith  tranamitted.  On  the  Slst  of  October  a  enbse- 
qveat  report,  also  transmitted  herewith,  showed  a  20-foot  cbaoDet  at 
irenge  flood-tide  throngb  the  bar,  and  throngbonc  the  pass  and  be- 
tveen  the  jetties,  with  a  least  width  of  210  feet.  The  interroptioD  to 
urigstion  for  a  vessel  drawing  22  feet  was  430  foet  in  length,  and  the 
chaonel  was,  with  this  exception,  at  least  160  feet  wide.  When  a  cban- 
ael  23  feet  in  depth  and  200  feet  in  width  shall  have  been  attained,  a 
fartbarsnm  of  $500,000  will  become  dne;  and  in  respect  to  the  time  of 
liw  probable  attainment  of  this  depth,  the  engineer  inspecting-offioer 
rtporU: 

II ii probable  Ibftt  the  aid  of  the  Dew  dredge-boat,  if  It  ia  moderately  «ncee«fDT, 
BijMOD  enable Hr.Eada  to  gain  a  ohaonel  SB  feetdeepfoia  width  of  300 feet  thiongh- 
«t  tbt  Jettiea,  and  Un  ebaDcea  are  quite  &Tonble  for  the  attaiDntent  of  anoh  a  ohan- 
ail  in  tberariy  atagee  of  low  river  by  the  help,  poMlblf,of  oulyaaoidlDarydredging- 
aichiDe,  ind  later,  perhapf,  e^eu  withoQt  inch  ^d.  These  itatementa  are  made  be- 
1MB  the  law  (act  «ppraTed  March  3,  1875)  reqnlrae  that  the  honorable  Seuretaiy  of 
ITtr  ikall  "embody  in  hie  annnal  report*  the  probable  time  when  other  paymenta  will 

Provision  for  this  payment  Is  made  in  the  aandry  civil  act  of  March 
1, 1877,  Tol.  19,  p.  356,  provided  it  becomes  dne  prior  to  Ist  of  Febraary , 
ISTS.  Should  tlie  contingency  arise  snbseqnent  to  that  date,  it  would 
ippear  that  fartber  provision  must  be  made-  by  Congress  for  the  pay- 
mat. 

It  liavittg  beea  ofllcially  reported  to  me  that  there  was  an  open  chan- 
ael  <tf  greater  depth  than  18  feet  at  mean  tjde  to  and  ftom  the  sea 
^TODgfa  the  Sooth  Pass  to  the  port  of  Sew  Orleans^  I  directed,  Angnst 
1^  1877,  the  snspeasion  of  the  operations  for  the  deepening  of  the  Soath- 
west  Pass  aoder  the  appropriation  of  Angnst  I't,  1876,  in  compliance 
•icb  the  provisioaa  of  that  act. 

GEO.  W.  MoCBABT, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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THE   GENERAL   OF    THE    ARMY. 


Headquabters  op  thb  Abut, 
Washington,  D.  C,  November  7, 1877. 

Sis:  lly  last  annual  report  waa  dated  November  10,  1S76,  and  was 
addressed  b)  jour  predecessor,  the  Hon.  J.  D.  Cameron.  Since  that  date, 
nfi  10  tlie  present  month,  the  Army  has  been  so  actively  employed,  and 
UiTjded  into  BO  many  detachments,  each  engaged  in  some  work  of  im< 
portance,  that  I  flod  it  difficult  to  give  a  concise  and,  at  the  same  time, 
*  jast  aucoant  of  their  operations  throoghont  the  past  twelve  months. 
Id  this  end  I  must  repeat  some  facts  stated  in  former  reports. 

The  Arm;  of  tLe  United  States  is  an  organization  minutely  regulated 
l>y  law,  adapted  to  peace  and  war,  whose  parts  are  best  explained  by  the 
yiowing  tabalar  statements :  , 

A. — OrKBDizatioQ  of  the  Begnlar  Army,  prepared  by  the  Adjutant- 
irfoeral,  October  12, 1877. 

B.— "Betomof  actaal  strength,"  according  to  retnrns  received  at  the 
ufficeof  tbe  Adjutaut-Geueral  up  to  the  same  date,  October  12, 1877;  from 
rbtch  it  will  be  seen  that  the  liegular  Army  at  that  date  was  composed 

i;»ii«nl  uiBeen 11 

'^wml  tliff-offlcMB 566 

Ilwpittl  WewMde 1S6 

Enpnear  BitUlJon - 1P9 

'>:4iuiit«ailiMed  men 34H 

Ealiit«d  menof  sUff  corps 731 

Tta  ndauotB  of  UTalry : 

'^MW 439 

Inli^dniM 7,911 

C«T»lfy 8,350 

fir*  ndments  of  kTttUerv ; 

"SwtTi 284 

tUukdmwi 2,331 

Aftillecy 2,605 

Tnaty-fire  ngimeDta  of  ioftntrf : 

il5ecr»...„„ , 877 

E.iiicdiii«n 8,778 

lafcntiy 9,655 

l*xHlts  vhich  tbere  »re  reported  as  non-oommlwioDed  staff,  nnattacbed  to  reg- 
iticnU,  Milituy  AcKdemy ,  reomita  nnaasiKiied,  Ibdian  Booals,  and  prison- 

PNil.  aiiioDDtiDif  to — ineii 1,877 

■,-ulCo^ 404 

li-iiTwl  offloer* 301 

^  tipuia  Uoited  States  Army  by  act  of  Congress 1 

iggni^UiiEaffioerBandQMa 24.501 

"'  "bich  tile  force  available  for  war  is  made  up  of  the  cavalry,  artillery, 
md  iufoutry  regiments,  amounting  to  20,610  officers  and  meu,  Co  which 
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should  be  added  the  eleven  general  oflScers  and  the  officers  of  the  gen- 
eral staff  serving  with  them,  together  with  670  lodiaD  scoots. 

To  exhibit  the  Btations  aud  datiea  of  these  troops,  I  sabmit  tabnUr 
statements — 

C — 1, 2,  sod  3.  Distribntion  oF  troops  in  the  Military  Division  of  the 
Missouri. 

I> — 1  and  2.  Distribation  of  troops  in  the  Military  Divinon  of  the 
Atlantic. 

E. — Distribation  of  troops  in  the  Military  Division  of  the  Padfic. 

P. — Department  of  West  Point. 

G. — Statement  ahowiog  the  organization  of  the  enlisted  men  of  the 
Begalar  Army,  compiled  fVom  retuma  received  at  the  AdjaLant-OeDeral's 
Office  up  to  October  31, 1877. 

H. — Beport  of  Adjatant-Oenerfll,  recruiting  service. 

I. — Report  of  Inepector-General. 

For  convenience  of  administration  and  to  fix  responsibility,  the  countrv 
is  divided  into  ten  military  departments,  each  of  which  is  comtnaQded 
by  a  brigadier-geueral,  or  by  the  senior  colonel  serving  in  the  depart- 
ment, specially  empowered  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Ibese  departments  are  then  grouped  into  three  geographical  divisions, 
commanded  by  the  Lieutenant-Oeneral  and  by  two  of  the  m^or-generale. 

There  is  also  the  Department  of  West  Point,  commanded  by  Major- 
General  Scbofield,  which  is  somewhat  exceptional  in  its  nature,  de- 
signed to  give  due  Importance  to  the  Military  Academy,  and  to  veat 
the  commanding  general  thereof  with  power  to  exercise  all  the  functioQS 
necessary  to  insure  perfect  discipline  aud  thorough  administration. 

Each  division  and  department  commander  has  made  an  annoal  report, 
accompanied  by  similar  reports  from  hia  several  staff  offloera;  but  as 
thoMlatter  are  very  voinminoas,  Ihavetaken  the  liberty  to  segregate  for 
printing  such  only  as  are  necessary  to  illustrate  the  principal  points, 
leaving  the  original  mannscripts  on  file  with  the  Adjatant-Oeneral  for 
reference  when  needed. 

The  Military  Division  of  tbe  Missouri,  Lientenant-General  Sheridan 
commanding,  embraces  the  Departments  of  Dakota,  Platte,  Missouri, 
and  Texas,  oommanded  respectively  byBrigadier-OeneralaTeny,  Ciook, 
Pope,  and  Ord. 

The  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  Major-General  Hancock  com- 
manding, embraces  the  Departments  of  the  East,  South,  and  Gulf,  com- 
manded by  himself,  by  Col.  T.  H.  Buger,  and  Brigadier-General  Aagur, 
respectively. 

The  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  Major-General  McDowell  com- 
manding, embraces  the  Departments  of  the  Columbia,  California,  anil 
Arizona,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Howard,  by  himself,  and 
Col.  A.  V.  Kautz. 

I  now  invite  your  special  attention  to  their  anuaal  reports,  marked— 

1.  Beport  of  Lieatenant'General  Sheridan,  Division  of  the  Missouri. 

2.  Beport  of  Brigadier-General  Pope,  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

3.  Beport  of  Brigadier-General  Terry,  Department  of  Dakota. 

3  A.  Beport  of  Colonel  Gibbon,  Seventh  Infantry. 
3  B.  Report  of  Colonel  Stnrgis,  Seventh  Cavalry. 
3  C.  Beport  of  Colonel  Miles,  Fifth  Infantry.  , 

3  S.  Letter  of  General  Howard  to  General  Sheridui. 

4.  Beport  of  General  Ord,  Department  of  Texas.  I 

4  A.  List  of  persons  killed  by  Indians. 
4  B.  Letter  of  John  H.  Evans. 

5.  Report  of  Brigadier-Geoeral  Cnwk,  Department  of  tbe  Platte. 

6.  Report  of  M%jor-General  Hancock,  Division  of  the  Atlantic 
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'.  Beport  of  Brigadier-Geaeral  Angar,  DepartmeDt  of  the  Oulf. 

8.  fi^rt  of  Coloael  Buger,  Department  of  the  South. 

9.  Beport  of  Major- General  McDowell,  Diviaion  of  the  Pacific 

10.  Beport  of  Brigadier  General  Howard,  Department  of  the  Colambia. 

10  A.  Beport  of  General  Howard :  Operations  against  the  Kez 

Ferc^ 
10  B.  List  of  killed  and  wounded  in  Captain  Ferry's  command. 
IL  Beport  of  Colonel  Kantz,  Department  of  Arizona. 
12.  Beport  of  Major-Oeneral  Schofleld,  Department  of  West  Point 
In  reviewing  these  reports,  I  will  not  follow  the  order  of  rank,  but  of 
geography. 

Gfoeral  Hancock's  command  embraces  substantially  all  the  country 
eut  of  the  Mississippi,  bordering  the  northern  lakes,  the  Atlantic  and 
Gulf  coasts,  inclodiog  the  many  forts  long  since  bailt  in  the  interest  of 
ooDJioerce.  During  the  past  snmmer  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  most 
of  than  to  nse  the  troopa  in  protecting  property  against  rioters,  a  fall 
■ocountof  which  is  embraced  in  hia  report.  Happily  these  disorders 
hare  oeased,  and  the  troops  have  been  retomed  to  their  proper  podta, 
eieepC  the  Second  and  Third  Begiments  of  lu&ntry,  which  l^ve  been 
detached  to  the  Indian  frontier,  I  beg  to  invite  yoar  special  attentioa 
ttt  the  following  extract  from  General  Hancock's  report : 

The  niiw  d*r  (Jalf  23}  I  received  at  Pbllftdelphla  a  diBp«t«h  from  the  A4Jntutt- 
Genanl,  which  I  ijnote  in  fall.  It  wm  of  the  ulmoat  importBnoe  to  me  in  the  gnve 
■inutton  of  sSlun  within  the  limits  of  m;  diviniOQ.    The  dispBtoh  wu  ai  foltowa : 

"  The  Seeretarr  of  W»r  dlreota  me  to  say  the  ProiideDt  desire*  yoa  to  oadentaod 
(hat  foo  fa»Te  fbll  authority  to  moTe  any  troapsvithiD  yoar  division  as  yoa  may  think 
uMMsry  doling  theae  distoibaooes,  onl^  informing  thf a  offlee.  All  Information  which 
tuyiidyon  oonoerning  any  point  within  yoardiviiion  will  beaent  from  beie,  and  the 
I'nsidvit  reliea  on  yoni  diaaretim  to  do  ail  that  la  poesible  within  the  law  to  ptnoerve 

this  gjaatly  ampUGed  my  authority,  as  ander  the  syitem  which  baa  asnally  chat- 
•Mcriiad  our  period  of  peace,  bat  wblob  basreoeiTed  extraordinary  development  daring 
Uwput  few  yeaiB,  there  were  many  military  statioiu  and  oTRanizations  in  my  command 
orer  which  I  had  no  control.    Forlnitance,  the  engineer  poet  at  WUleta  Point,  with  its 


JWriMHiofsboat  one  hundred  and  fifty  men;  the  recrattiDu  depots  at  Fort  Culambuo, 
Sew  Tock  Harbor,  and  Colnmbna  Barracks,  Ohio;  the  varlons  arsenals,  which  I  need 
<M«nDiMcat«,with  their  material  and  garriHoas,  as  well  ss  the  independent  depots  of 
Iba  <laartermaater's  and  Hedloal  Departments.  The  dnties  reqairea  of  me  ooold  not 
liSTa  been  properly  performed  witbont  the  aothority  ooDfarred,  and  In  Act  no  inpor' 
Uot  milita^  operations  coold  be  oondacted  to  a  aaocessfulissne  without  that  authority 
Mob  invested  in  the  commanding  general.' 

I  indorse  unequivocally  every  word  that  General  Hancock  reports. 
In  time  of  war  the  power  described  by  General  Hancock  is  never  qaes- 
tioned,  hut  in  time  of  peace  this  power  is  exercised  by  the  heads  of 
bnieauB  Id  Washington,  and  taken  from  the  division  commander,  there- 
by crippling  him  &o  that,  in  fact,  he  cannot  act  with  any  degree  of  con- 
fidence, or  supply  his  troops  on  a  sudden  emergency.  By  extending 
G«aefal  Haocock's  command  over  the  establishments  he  describes,  the 
Pteaidfflit  would  be  certain  that  those  establishments  would  be  kept  in 
perfect  order  at  all  times,  and  there  is  no  more  danger  of  General  Haa- 
eofk  abusing  such  power  than  in  intrnsting  him  with  the  lives  of  his  men 
aod  honor  of  his  country,  as  ia  now  the  case. 

I  recommend  that  the  dispatch  of  General  Townseud  to  General  Han- 
tock,  of  Jnly  23, 1877,  he  pnblished  in  orders,  and  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  except  from  its  terms  such  arsenals  of  constrnotion  and  such  gen* 
enl  depots  of  supply  as  be  may  desire  to  retain  subject  to  his  own  con- 
trol, 

lateral  Sheridan's  command  embraces  substantially  the  vast  teiri- 
Uty  west  Of  the  Mississippi,  to  and  including  the  Bocky  Mountains  from 
(he  Cundian  line  to  the  Mexican  frontier,  containing  the  great  m^'ority 
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of  tbe  Domadic  and  hmtile  ladians  of  the  coantry,  complicated  also  by 
troalilea  always  incident  to  a  foreign  border  north  and  soath.  This 
territory,  as  before  stated,  is  divided  into  four  departmestB,  oommanded 
by  Generals  Terry,  Crook,  Pope,  and  Ord.  The  reports  of  all  these 
officers  are  so  fall  and  complete  that  I  can  add  Dothiog  bat  compliments 
to  them  and  their  sabordiaates,  for  courage,  skill,  and  cheerfal  perform- 
ance of  hard  dnty,  which  merit  sabstautial  recognition  at  tbe  hands  of 
the  goremment.    I  qaote  from  General  Sheridan's  report : 

The  tfonblea  oa  th«  Hexlcaa  bother,  tbe  ladikn  oatbreak  on  tbe  vestern  frontier  of 
New  Mexico,  and  the  laditm  vti  in  tbe  DeputmeDte  of  tba  Platte  and  Dakota,  bave 
kept  tbe  Bmall  oiid  Inadequate  force  iu  tbis  division  iu  a  constnat  state  of  aotivity, 
and  almost  without  rut  night  and  day.  Some  of  tbe  cavalry  teelraeiita  have,  dnriDg 
Oit  Bpring  and  aammer,  traveled  in  ponnlt  of  Indiana,  and  for  the  pnrpo«e  of  pratect- 
ing  espoaed  settlenieata,  a  diataDoe  of  over  fnar  tbonaand  miles,  and  tba  hard  work 
and  wear  and  t«ar  upon  both  men  and  animalB  in  those  frontier  campaigns  can  be  fully 
appreciated  only  b;  those  who  am  fkmiliar  with  tbecoantry  operated  in,  and  who  know 
its  oharact«T.  tbelonp  distances  to  be  overcome,  and  the  great  difltcnlty  of  fnmishfag 
■nppltes.  Tills  condition  of  affairs  ie  not  only  tme  for  the  post  year,  bat  it  has  been 
nsarlr  the  aame  thing  for  the  paat  ten  years,  and  I  tbink  I  can  ssJely  say  that  for  tbis 
leDgUi  of  time  no  men  have  ever  worked  harder  or  sbowii  a  higher  sense  of  dnty  than 
the  little  army  which  has  defended  our  rapidly-ezt«nding  western  settlements. 

The  expense  and  very  grent  loss  of  life  attending  these  operations  have  arisen  prio- 
•ipallf  from  being  obliged  to  nse  an  inadequate  fhroe  Co  [terfonn  services  which,  to 
accomplish  quickly  and  properly,  required  at  least  donble  ita  nombeis.  If  the  eom- 
paniesDad  been  filled  to  one  hundred  men  eaoh,  the  additional  expense  noold  not  have 
been  so  great  in  the  end  as  it  has  now  proviMi  to  be  with  companies  ranging  fTom  thirty 
to  forty  men.  Then  the  Indian  tronbles  might  have  been  aettled  promptly,  and  there 
ia  a  strong  probability  that  they  would  not  have  ooonrred  at  all ;  and  I  therefon  re- 
spectfully recommend  an  Increase  of  all  the  companies  in  the  service  to  one  bondred 
men  each.  I  believe  It  wonld  be  tme  economy,  and  at  the  same  time  it  would  enable 
the  Army  t«  salisfacterily  perform  the  work  required  of  it. 

During  the  last  two  years  the  ratio  of  loss  of  officers  and  men  in  proportion  to  the 
onmber  engaged  in  this  division  iu  the  Indian  wars  has  been  eqnal  to  or  greator  than 
the  ratio  of  loss  on  either  side  in  the  present  Russo-Torkigb  campaign  or  in  the  late 
civil  WOT  in  this  oonntry. 

While  the  Indian  tronblea  in  this  divluon  are  over  for  the  present,  I  cannot  say  that 
they  are  finally  ended.  Complications  are  still  liable  to  arise,  and  our  experience  should 
teach  ns  to  be  better  prepared  than  we  have  hitherto  been. 

I  agree  with  General  Sheridan  perfectly  in  what  bestates,  and,  farther; 
that  our  weakness  is  welt  known  to  Ibe  Indian — our  inveterate  enemy ; 
the  enemy  to  cultivation,  to  labor  of  any  sort,  and  to  all  civilization ; 
and  that  this  very  weakness  entails  on  the  General  Government  the  great 
cost  of  Indian  wars. 

We  now  have  an  army  organization — good  enoagh,  yet  susceptible 
of  improvement — consisting  of  ten  cavalry  regiments  of  twelve  com- 
pauies  each,  Ave  artillery  regiments  of  twelve  companies  each,  and 
twenty-five  regiments  of  infantry  of  ten  companies  each,  making  forty 
regiments  of  foar  hundred  and  thirty  companies,  which,  if  filled  up 
to  one  hundred  enlisted  men  each,  would  make  forty-three  tbonsand 
men,  besides  tbe  numerous  detachments  which  have  always  been  main- 
tained, and  probably  always  will  be,  iospiteof  tbe  necessity  for  keeping 
the  regiments  to  their  maximum  strength,  so  that  it  woald  necessitate 
an  army  of  nearly  fifty  tbonsaud  men  to  fdlfill  General  Sheridan's  re* 
commendation.  I  despair  of  succesB  in  snob  an  application  to  Con- 
gress, but  earnestly  recommend  sach  legislation  as  will  give  us  twenty- 
five  tbonsand  men  for  tbe  regiments  of  the  line.  This  wonld  make,  for 
tbe  present,  four  hundred  and  thirty  companies — an  average  of  fifty- 
eight  men  to  a  company.  I  believe  it  to  be  wrong  and  damaging  to 
increase  the  cavalry  at  the  expense  of  tbe  artillery  and  inftmtry.  The 
latter  do  as  good  service  as  the  cavalry,  are  as  neceapary,  and  cost  mncti 
less  for  maintenance.  All  are  eqnally  necessary,  and  shoald  be  od  a  par, 
bat  the  President  shoald  have  the  right  to  increase  companies  stationed 
at  exposed  points  at  the  loss  of  the  others  not  similarly  sitaated. 
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In  referrinff  to  the  "Sex  FercS  war,  I  irill  again  refer  to  tbe  troops 
under  General  Sfaeridan'a  oommaDd,  for  atthongh  that  war  originated 
m  the  Department  of  Colombia,  the  retreat  of  Uie  Nez  Percys  broaght 
them  into  the  theater  of  operations  of  General  Sheridan's  troops,  who 
in  fact  made  the  captore. 

Gfineral  McDowell's  division  embraces  tbe  States  and  Territories 
bordfiiing  on  the  Pacific  Ocean.  His  report,  with  those  of  the  Depart- 
mnits  of  the  Golambia  and  Arizona,  contains  all  material  facts.  The 
IndiuiB  of  that  region  have  been  gradnally  assembled  by  tribes  and 
bmilies  on  small  reservationfi,  wide  apart,  and  by  reason  of  the  natural 
anta^nism  of  the  races,  the  troops  have  been  subdivided  into  small 
deUuiiaents  occnpying  poiatB  near  or  on  those  reservations.  The  sat- 
tlaent  of  the  Pacific  States  and  Territories  has  been  very  rapid,  and 
in  eoiueqnenoe  conflicts  of  interest  between  the  two  races  have  been 
frequent,  as,  for  example,  the  Rogue  Eiver  war  in  1851r-'55,3t«ptoe's  war 
in  ISoi,  Wrigbt'8  in  1858,  the  Modoc  war  in  1871,  and  the  Kez  Perc6 
in  I8TT,  besides  the  interminable  coiifiicts  with  the'  Apacbes  and  other 
tribes  of  Arizona,  whlob  we  Inherited  from  Mexico,  and  which  at  this' 
Teiy  moment  still  continue. 

lie  recent  war  with  the  "Sex  Percys  was  so  anespeoted,  and  has  beeu 
attended  with  snoh  varied  and  interesting  incidents,  covering  a  vast' 
sariace  of  oonntry  utterly  regardless  of  boaudary-lipes,  that  I  find  it 
necesBary  to  embrace  it  more  at  length  and  in  detail  than  is  ordinarily. 
called  for  where  an  Indian  war  is  nsnally  confined  to  a  smaller  «rea, 
Kenerally  to  a  single  department.  The  best  connected  account  of  the 
Nez  Peio6  Indians  which  I  have  been  able  to  find  is  in  the  report  of 
Col.  B.  Olay  Wood,  assistant  adjutant- general,  dated  Portland,  Oreg.,' 
Jumary  8, 1876,  with  a  supplementary  report  of  Angnst  1,  18T6,  de- 
soribing  two .  interviews  with  Joseph  and  others  of  the  tribes  at  the 
agency  and  at  Fort  Lapwai.  "  The  census  of  the  tribe  in  1851  was  offi- 
cially reported  as  one  thoofland  eight  hundred  and  eighty."  "In  No- 
vember, 1875,  tbe  population  is  stated  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Oom' 
missioner  of  Indian  Affairs  at  two  thonsand  eight  hundred,  of  whom 
one  tboosand  three  hundred  and  twenty  are  males."  The  reservation  at 
lapwai  is  seven  hundred  and  forty-six  thonsand  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  acres,  and  on  this  are  located  the  principal  part  of  the  Kez  Perc^ 
Indians;  but  ever  since  tbe  treaty  of  1863,  Joseph  and  his  party  have 
claimed  tbe  bonndaries  of  the  reservation  as  established  by  tbe  Stevens 
treaty  of  1855.  more  especially  that  part  of  it  west  of  Snake  Kiver,' 
knovn  as  the  Wallowa  Valley.  Though  this  valley  never  was  the  bomO' 
of  Joseidi  and  his  confederates,  who  nsually  lived  on  Salmon  and  Snake 
iiiven,  still  for  some  reason  they  cling  to  tbis  particular  tract,  '*  Wal- 
lowa," and  it  was  conceded  to  tbem  by  the  President  (Grant)  In  his  ex- 
i^ative  order  of  June  16,  1873;  bat  on  the  IQtb  of  June,  1875,  this  or- 
der was  revoked,  and  all  that  part  of  Oregon  west  of  Snake  liiver,  em- 
'^radng  the  Wallowa,  was  restored  to  tbe  public  domain,  has  been  pM- 
iially  aarveyed,  forms  a  part  of  Union  Cimnty,  Oregon,  and  settlers 
kave  leqaired  legal  titles  under  tbe  laws  of  the  Dnited  States.  (See 
Bap  of  Oregon  accompanying  the  report  of  Commissioner  General  lAUd' 
Office  for  1876.) 
On  the  S0fA  of  Jane,  1876,  one  of  Joseph's  band  was  killed  by  two 
■bite  men,  (Finley  and  another,)  which  produced  commotion,  and  was 
ixwof  tbezeoaoos  for  Colonel  Wood  to  seek  an  interview  with  Joseph, 
diefirftiie  noo-treaty  Nez  Perots.  At  this  interview  Joseph  stated 
l>i> •wtk  ease  in  tbeae  words: 

riM  IfwM  triM  oB»  of  tllabrothwfl  bu)  tieen  kitled  by  wbitea  in  Wallona  Vallef ; 
'^IklbliM  Who  was  killed  WMinnah  resp«ct«d  bjtbetrlL>e,  and  wasalwajB  m^|p 
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■id«red  m  qaiet,  pMWMble,  weU-dlapoMd  hum  ;  thftt  tlie  whitM  who  killad  him  n-ere 
bod,  qnarrelaome  men,  asd  the  a^meaive  party ;  that  the  wMtw  in  tho  vftUey  w«e 
iiutirated  by  those  in  ftnthority,  aaa  othon  in  Oraod  Bouda  V^ey,  to  Bsaanlt  and  iu- 
Jnra  the  IndlMU  while  flehiog  aod  hunting  in  that  Motion  of  country ;  th«t  he  wished 
the  white  idbo  who  killed  the  Indian  bronght  to  the  ageuo/  to  be  there  oonftonted  with 


Joseph  said  that  among  the  Indians  tbe  ohieh  ooatioUed  the  membws  of  their  iMod , 
and  had  power  to  preTent  bad  Indians  doiog  wloked  things;  and  he  reasoned  that 
those  In  authority  over  the  whites  had,  or  shrmld  hare,  the  some  ooDtrol  over  white 
men,  and  henoe  tne  white  an thori ties  in  the  vicinity  of  Wallowa  Talley  tad  elsewhere 
were  directly  responsible  for  the  killing  of  bis  brotiier ;  that  his  brother's  life  was  of 
great  valne;  that  it  was  worth  more  than  the  Wallow*  ValleT:  Uiat  it  was  wwth  more 
uian  this  oonntry ;  that  It  was  worth  more  than  all  tiie  world ;  that  the  value  of  his 
life  eonld  not  be  estimated ;  nerertheleM,  that  now,  since  the  murder  had  becu  done, 
since  bis  brother's  lUb  had  been  taken  ia  Wallowa  Valley,  his  body  buried  there,  and 
the  earth  had  drunk  up  his  blood,  that  the  valley  was  more  satwed  to  him  than  ever 
befbie,  and  he  would  and  did  ol^m  it  tot  the  life  taken ;  that  he  should  bold  it  fbr 
himself  and  bis  people  from  this  time  forward,  forever;  and  that  iJl  tbe  whites  most 
be  removed  from  the  valley. 

Dl^or  Wooil,  in  reply,  explained  that  tlie  white  men  woatd  be  in- 
dicted and  "  tried  by  a  coart  having  jarisdiction  in  tbe  viclnityof  tbe 
locality  where  the  crime  was  committed,  (probably  tbe  town  of 
Union,)  and  that  the  witnesses  (Indians  .or  others)  would  be  snmmoned 
to  appear  and  ^ve  their  evidence, "  and  that  their  claim  to  the  Wal- 
lowa Valley  would  probably  be  submitted  to  a  commission  of  five  diatin- 
gaiafaed  gentlemen,  to  be  appointed  from  Waahington,  &a. 

Fat  a  more  perfect  nndtffstanding  of  the  canse  of  the  TSez  Perc^  war 
I  again  refer  to  the  two  reports  of  Golon^d  Wood,  which  are  in  print, 
and  I  have  only  extracted  so  maoh  as  seemed  necessary  to  an  nnder- 
standing  of  the  first  events  hereafter  recorded,  and  beoanse  the  same 
general  conditions  exist  with  other  Indian  tribes  in  Idaho,  Oregon,  and 
Washington  Territories,  which  may  lead  to  similar  resalts. 

The  Sez  Perc6  tribe  has  a  good  reservation,  with  clearly  defined 
bonndaries,  suffloient  to  give  each  and  every  one  a  home.  The  balk  of 
the  tribe  has  long  resided  thereon,  and  most  of  it  has  remained  there 
daring  the  recent  hoatilities,  which  were  oonHned  to  Joseph  and  the 
non-tieaty  Nez  Percys,  with  other  malcontents — in  all  aboat  five  hun- 
dred males. 

The  aettlements  in  that  part  of  Oregon  and  Idaho  are  mnch  exposed 
and  scattered,  and  the  danger  to  life  was  so  great  from  an  oatbreak  of 
these  Indiana  that  General  Howard,  commanding  tbe  department,  made 
extraordinary  efforts  to  ai^ast  the  difficulty  as  well  as  tbe  case  would 
-admit  of ,  so  as  to  avoid  conflict. 

The  agent  for  this  tribe,  'T,  B.  Monteith,  esq.,  resided  at  the  agency 
on  the  reservation  east  of  Snake  Biver,  in  the  Territory  of  Idaho,  and 
the  Indian  Bnrean  always  contended  that  Joseph  and  his  band  rigbt- 
ftilly  belonged  on  that  reservation  and  was  bound  by  the  treaty  of  1863, 
which  did  not  include  the  Wallowa  Valley,  which  ties  west  of  Snake 
Biver  in  the  State  of  Oregon.  An  immense  amoaut  of  correspondence 
and  negotiation  followed,  when  the  whole  sabjeot  was  submitted,  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  to  a  commission  composed  of  D.  H.  Jerome, 
esq.,  General  O.  O.  Howard,  William  Stickney,  raq.,  A.  G.  Barstow,  esq., 
and  M^j.  E.  0.  Wood,  which  resulted  in  the  final  instracdons  of  toe 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Oharies  T.  Qorham,  esq.,  addressed  to 
tbe  Secretary  of  War,  embodying  the  letters  of  J.  Q.  Smith,  Uommis- 
sioaer  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  Washington,  March  6, 1877,  and  of  J. 
B.  Monteith,  United  States  Indian  agent,  dated  Lapwai,  Idaho  Territory, 
Febmary  9, 1877,  which  letters  were,  in  dne  coarse  of  official  usage,  sent 
to  me  and  by  me  indorsed  to  General  McDowell,  commanding  Military 
Division  of  tbe  Pacific,  to  order  the  necessary  force  to  be  supplied  tbe 
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i;entG  of  the  Indias  Barean,  to  compel  the  removal  of  these  noD-trcaty 
>'ei  Perc^  to  the  reservation  of  their  tribe. 

All  them  papers  are  embodied  with  General  McDowell's  report,  aloug 
tith  his  own  instmctiouB  to  Geoeral  Howard,  commanding  the  Depart- 
ment et  the  Columbia,  in  these  words : 

Tb*  dlTkiDn  eoniroander  h»B  ezamiDed  the  Tarloiu  papraa  tnuiamitted  from  tbe 
bndqairtei*  of  tbe  Amj,  iMieiDbefore  nUemd  to,  and  ft  wema  to  him  tbu  the  In- 
diu  Banan  aoticipftte  poasible,  not  to  skj  probable,  resietuioe  to  tbe  demand  on 
Jurpb  la  remore  to  tbe  reservation.  In  fact  the  caae  aeenie  Dot  nulike  that  of  tbe 
ntHiidifficnIt;  with  the  8I0QX,  which  reralted  in  the  war  of  la»t  year  against  theae 

III)  tbenfon)  of  paiamonnt  importance  tb 
■>f  vJiich  Duj  be  made  ahal]  be  initiated  by  the  militarr  antb 
omrpj  Wailova  Valley  in  tkt  inttrtit  ofptaee.  Yon  are  to  comply  with  tbe  request  of 
ibDeputment  of  the  Interior,  aa  set  forth  in  the  papers  lent  yon,  to  the  extent  only 
oi  aitdf  pndceUmf  amd  aidiMg  tkeat  la  ike  »xeeatio»  <ff  their  lutntcHoiw. 

Od  the  19th  of  Hay  General  Howard  again  bad  a  conforence  with 
Jueph  and  others,  and  reported  the  result  of  his  "talk"  with  the 
chiefs  on  the  2l8t,  "  that  they  yielded  a  constrained  compliance  with 
tlie  orders  of  tbe  goTemment,  and  bad  been  allowed  thirty  days  in 
vbich  to  gather  in  their  people,  stock,"  ftc. 
On  the  14th  of  Jane  the  Indians  belonging  to  Joseph  from  Wallowa, 
WhitA  Bird  from  Salmon  Blver,  and  Looking  Glass  fW>m  Clearwater, 
bad  aggembled  near  Cottonwood  Creek,  on  the  border  of  tbe  rescr- 
catiOD,  seemingly  in  oompliance  with  their  engagement,  when  news 
reached  General  Howard  that  four  wbit«  men  had  been  murdered  on 
Md  Day's  Creek,  to  the  sooth  of  this  reservation,  by  some  of  the 
yoaogKeE  Pero6  braves,  and  that  White  Bird  had  mounted  his  horse 
ud  proclaimed  he  wonld  not  go  on  the  reservation.  General  Howard 
vu  then  at  Fort  Ijapwai,  which  was  garrisoned  by  Captain  Ferry's 
nnipaof  (F)  and  Captain  Trimble's  company,  (H,)  First  Cavalry,  aud 
a  company  of  the  Twenty-flrst  Infantry. 

Cobnel  Watkins,  Indian  inspector,  and  Agent  Monteith,  were  at  the 
igency.  General  Howard  pat  himself  in  commanication  with  these 
agnitsof  the  Indian  Bareaa,who  sent  out  messengerB  and  gotantheotio 
a'mnnts  of  the  murders  already  committed,  embracing  the  four  at 
Jobs  Day's  Creek  and  many  others.  Great  alarm  spread  in  the  conn- 
fff  round  about,  and  General  Howard  dispatobed  the  two  cavalry  com> 
puiies,  under  Captain  Perry,  nnmbering  ninety-nino  men,  to  the  sceae 
of  distader.  TJeatenant  Theller,  Twenty-flrst  Infontry,  was  attached  to 
CiptaiQ  Perry's  company  in  place  of  his  own  lienteoant,  (Bomns,)  who 
*»  qoartermaater  o!  the  post. 

Capttin  Perry  proceeded  rapidly  by  night  to  the  Indian  camp  on  Cot- 
tODvood  and  foand  it  vacant;  then  to  Grangerville,  and  thence  to  the 
held  of  Whlt«  Bird  Cafion,  making  seventy  miles,  with  the  loss  of  two 
nights'  steep.  There  he  foand  the  Indian  camp,  and  assisted  by  eleven 
citizen  volunteers  proceeded  at  once  to  the  attack.  The  Indians  seemed 
to  be  well  prepared,  for  they  repulsed  the  attack  and  compelled  the 
coanaad  to  fall  back,  fighting  over  most  difficult  groand  to  Granger- 
^le,  losing  laeatenant  Theller  aud  thirty-three  enlisted  men  killed. 
Tbia  fight  oeoorred  June  17,  bat,  apprehending  trouble,  General  How- 
hud  ad^aerionsly,  on  tbe  15th,  ordered  forward  from  Yanconver,  Walla- 
WiUa,  cod  Wallowa,  Whippws  and  Winter's  companies  of  cavaliy, 
he  oompaoiea  of  the  Twenty-first  Infttntry,  and  Miller's  compaiqr  of  the 
Fourth  Artniery,  making  an  effective  force  of  two  baodred  and  twen^- 
*"«■>■.  Ab  aoon  as  he  learned  that  Perry  had  been  defeated,  he 
fttcnriaed  to  take  the  field  in  person  with  this  force,  so  as  to  hold  the 
Jffisiu  ia  «baek,  while  emboldened  by  their  snocess  at  White  Bird 
'^Boa,  nrtO  be  ooald  bring  forward  every  available  mac  of  hia  depart;- 
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ment,  and  also  conid  be  re-enforced  froni  tbe  directioD  of  Galifornis.  His 
first  attentioD  had  to  be  ^ven  to  the  protection  of  families  alarmed  and 
teiri&ed  by  the  mnrdera  already  committed,  and  still  more  by  the  hun- 
dreds of  wild  reports  which  always  attend  aod  aggravate  Indian  wars. 

Even  at  this  date  I  am  unable  to  state  the  exact  namber  of  marders 
committed  by  the  Xez  Percys  prior  Co  Captain  Perry's  attack  on  their 
camp,  bat  General  McDowell  reports,  nnder  date  of  October  17 : 

I  am  ilnee  laformed  that  tbe  immediBM  oauae  of  this  outbreak  was  different  fram 
tbat  reported,  and  that  instead  of  being  a  retatiation  for  the  mnrder  of  one  of  tlieir 
□uiuber,  It  was  a  deliberate  act  on  the  part  of  HOme  Indian  outlaws,  who  have  notbioK 
to  ^ain  and  ali  to  lose  by  Kointf  on  the  reservation,  and  who  fired  the  Indian  heart;  by 
deliberate  mnrden,  and  tbna  fo^t^ed  the  oblefs  to  go  with  theni.  The  Utter  feelme 
that  they  were  irreCrieTably  compromiaed  in  the  eyes  of  the  whites  by  the  dreadful 
oota  of  their  people,  threw  themselveB  into  the  oonflict,  the  commencement  of  which 
they  bad  not  aanctioned. 

Having  thus  eadeavored  to  describe  tbe  eaute  and  beginninff  of  tbe 
Xez  Perc^  war,  I  leave  General  Howard  to  deucribe  the  minute  details 
of  its  conduct  in  bis  report  iuclosed  herewith,  marked  "  10  A,'^  which 
gives  a  connected  narration  from  June  15  to  August  27, 1877. 

Be -en  forcemeats  were  promptly  dispatched  by  the  division  commauder, 
General  McDowell,  bat  these  had  to  be  drawn  by  driblets  from  the 
small  and  remote  jwsts  along  the  Pacific  coast  as  far  sontU  as  Ynma, 
and,  on  General  Howard's  applioatiou  for  further  re-enforcements  at 
Army  headqnarters,  the  JSecoud  Infantry  Colouel  Wheaton,  was  sent 
from  Sonth  Carolina. 

By  the  8th  of  July  General  Hownrd  had  collected  a  force  snfflcient  to 
justify  him  in  resuming  the  offensive,  viz,  about  four  hundred  men  ;  and 
on  the  11th  be  discovered  the  enemy  iu  a  deep  ravine  on  Clearwater, 
near  the  mouth  of  Cottonwood  Creek,  where  he  at  once  attacked  them. 
The  ground  was  ditELouit,  so  that  the  fight  was  at  first  desultory ;  but 
on  tbe  next  day  tbe  Indians  were  fairly  defeated  and  driven  in  con- 
fusion, losing  their  camp  and  much  provision.  General  Howard  reports 
twenty^^ee  warriors  killed,  twice  as  many  wounded,  twenty-tbree 
warriors  taken,  prisoners,  and  seventeen  women  and  children  made 
captive.  His  owd  Joss  was  thirteen  men  killed,  two  otBcers  and  twenty- 
two  men  wounded.  This  battle  was  chiefly  important  because  it  pre- 
vented other  Indiana,  similarly  situated,  from  joining  the  hostile  Kez 
Percys,  and  gave  increased- confidence  to  the  settlers,  many  of  whom 
had  abandoned  their  farms.  Un  the  15tU  a  messenger  reached  General 
Howard,  from  Joseph,  to  ascertaiD  the  terms  on  which  he  might  sarren- 
der;  bat,  believing  it  to  be-fv  mse  tf>  gain  time,  he  did  not  permit  any 
delay,  and  on  the  17th  Joseph  began  ,his  famous  retreat  eastward,  to- 
ward the  buBalo  country,  by  the  Lolo  tr.til. 

General  Howu^  was  aatfaorJKed  from  the  start  to  proceeil  wltbont 
regard  to  boundary-lines  of  military  departhiADts ;  bat  having  defeated 
Joseph,  he,  with  perfect  propriety  delayed  ourauit  for  some  days,  to 
give  increased  security  to  the  people  in  his  rwr  ltd  against  apprehended 
and  possible  danger,  also  to  enable  his  own  re-enfor^meota  to  come  up 
within  reach.  He  then  reorganized  his  command,  sending  one  forc«  up 
north  into  the  Spokane  country;  another  was  held  in  reserve  near  tbe 
Indian  reservation,  and  be  himself  with  a  select  force  (deacribcd  in  his 
report)  started  in  pursuit  on  the  Lolo  trail.  This  is  nnivers^ly  admit- 
ted by  all  who  have  traveled  it — from  Lewis  and  Clarke  to  Csptalo  Win- 
ters— as  one  of  the  worst  traiU  for  man  and  beast  on  this  contineot. 
-  These  very  Sez  Perc^  bad  for  years  been  in  the  habit  of  going  from 
Oregon  to  tbe  Yellovatone  and  Hasdeshell  country  to  bant  buffalo  and 
to  cure  meat.    Therefore,  as  soon  as  the  telegraph  carried  oeirs  that 
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JoKph  had  started  on  the  TxAo  trail,  the  people  of  Montana  beeame 
liumed. 
Tbeiewasbnt  a  single  regimentof  infantry  (Sev-eoth)  in  all  Mootauar 
CoL  Jokn  Gibbon  commaading,  distribnted  to  five  posts,  foor  on  the 
ttXtm  border  and  one  on  t^e  western,  with  two  small  oompaaiee,  A 
and G,  eoamanded  b;  Captain  Rawn,  who  were  employed  in  boildiog: 
[be  new  post  at  Missoala.  It  is  near  this  place  that  the  Lolo  trail 
Jfboaefaes  into  the  Bitter  Boot  Y&Uey,  the  western  settlement  of 
ifoDtua.  Joseph  had  many  personal  acquaintances  among  the  set- 
lien,  some  ol  which  are  ci^'ilized  Flatheads,  and  he  managed  with  Indian 
muDiag,  to  canse  information  to  go  ahead  that  ho  waa  bonnd  for  the 
bofitlo  conntry ;  that  if  permitted  to  go  on  nnmolested  he  would  do  no 
•laaiige;  that  he  had  no  quarrel  with  the  people  of  Montana,  only  with 
GfwnU  Howard,  &c  But  hearing  of  the  approach  of  these  Indians, 
i.'i{«un  Rawn  left  his  post  in  the  valley,  and  with  his  sm^  commaud 
unTenehed  himself  in  the  Lolo  trail,  in  order  to  hold  the  Xez  Perc^  in 
cbtck  till  General  Howard  could  come  npfrom  the  west,  orCoIonelOibbon 
mold  reach  him  from  the  east.  Captain  Rawn  had  with  him  only  forty 
Dfli,  bat  qnite  a  force  of  citizen  volonteers  assembled  at  his  redoubt  to 
iust  him.  The  Indians  reached  Hawn's  fort  July  28,  passed  aronnd  it 
Jilo  Bitter  Root  Valley  in  such  numbers  that  he  was  not  jnstitied  in 
iiiackiag  them  outside  his  intrenohments,  and  with  a  large  herd  of 
imea  passed  deliberately  up  the  Bitter  Boot  Valley,  (which  is  well 
fttled,)  doing  little  comparative  damage  to  the  inhabitanta.  Colonel 
(iibboii  was  then  at  Fort  Shaw,  but  by  the  27th  of  July  bo  bad  drawu 
:■)  bim  what  few  men  conld  be  spared  from  Benton  and  Baker,  marched 
ripiiUy  one  bondred  and  fifty  miles  to  Miasonia,  then  taking  every  man 
Eliit  could  be  spared  from  there,  he  started  in  pnrsnit  with  fifteen  offl- 
tn  and  one  hundred  and  forty-six  men,  (afterward  increased  by  thirty- 
Mutcituena.) 
Colonel  Qlbbon'a  report  herewith,  marked  "  3  A,"  is  so  spirited  that  I 
[>TtUx  to  let  him  tell  his  own  story ;  sufBce  it  for  me  to  say  that  be  orer- 
^  the  enemy  on  a  branch  of  Big  Hole,  or  Wisdom  Iliver,  surprised 
-bem  at  daybreak  of  Angnat  9,  aod  for  a  time  had  the  Indiana  at  hia 
3(r;;  but  tbeir  numbers  so  far  exceeded  his  own  that  be, in  turn,  was 
''impelled  to  seek  cover  in  a  point  of  timber,  where  he  fought  on  the 
lefcnsive  till  the  Indians  withdrew  at  11  p.  m.  of  the  10th. 
Cotonel  Gibbon  reports  hia  losa  at  two  officers,  six  citizens,  and  twenty- 
■u  enlisted  men  killed ;  five  officers,  four  citizens,  and  thirty-one  men 
loanded ;  and  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  eighty-three  were  buried  on 
'M  field,  "and  six  dead  were  afterward  found  in  a  ravine  at  some  dis- 
utee  away."  It  is  otherwise  known  that  the  Indiana  sustained  a  very 
Jttry  wid  nearly  &tal  loss  in  wounded  in  this  fight,  and  could  Colonel 
'ibtoB  have  had  anothw  hundred  men  the  Uez  Perc4  war  would  have- 
^»icd  rii^t  ttiere. 
•it  lOs.  m.  of  the  lltli  General  Howard  arrived  with  a  small  escort,  well 
3  advance  of  his  main  command,  and  his  approach  may  have  hastened 
■Us  departnre  of  the  enemy,  which  had  occurred  as  before  stated  at  11 
I- ED.  the  Bight  before;  and  on  the  next  momiog  his  medical  officers, 
weeonO.T.Alexanderand  Assistant  Snrgeoo  Fitzgerald  also  reached 
-oloael  CHbbon's  command,  and  "gave  the  wounded  the  much-needed 
Kceadaaea"  abeolntely  required,  because  Colonel  Gibbon  bad  no  medical 

1>B  the  13th  Colonel  Gibbon  ordered  to  duty  with  General  Howard 
■m  of  Us  officers  and  fifty  men,  and  with  the  remainder,  being  him- 
^  wowJed,  he  began  bis  retom  via  I>eer  Lodge,  leaving  General 
ivnri  to  Teanme  hia  long  pnrsnit.    Happening  myself  to  be  in  Moo-  i  ^ 


12  BEPOBT  OF  THE  6ECRETAST  OF  WAR. 

tana  at  tbe  time,  I  saw  ia  That  estimation  Colonel  Gibbon  and  his 
handfal  of  troops  vera  held,  and  I  heartily  joined  in  tbe  geaeral  senti- 
ment; also  haviag  at  a  later  period  visited  his  woanded  at  Deer  Lodge, 
amoDfc  them  several  cidzeus — I  now  recommend  that  the  families  of 
the  killed  and  of  the  wonnded  citizens,  who  volanteered  ander  ancb  di- 
cumstaacee,  be  placed  on  the  footing  of  soldiers  as  to  pennons.  Tbe 
wounded  of  all  classes  had  received  every  possible  care  at  Deer  Lodge. 
From  Gibbon's  battie-fleld  on  Big  Hole  General  Howard  reanmed 
the  pnrsait  His  men  had  bad  a  very  hard  march  across  tbe  moantaios 
and  np  the  Bitter  Boot  Valley.  He  followed  to  Horse  Prairie  and  Junc- 
tion Station,  then  threw  a  force  of  forty  cavalry  and  some  acoatB 
toward  Henry's  Lake,  designing  to  "  intercept  aod  binder  the  enemy" 
80  aa  to  overtake  them  with  his  main  command;  but  this  party  after 
waiting  some  days  returned,  leaving  the  route  open  to  the  Indiaus. 
The  Indians  seem  to  have  delayed  some  days  on  and  near  the  stage- 
road  leading  lh>m  the  Paciflc  Railroad  to  Helena,  interraptiDg  travel, 
catting  off  telegraphic  commnnication,  and  causing  much  alarm  to  the 
people  generally.  General  Howard  was  at  Pleasant  Valley  on  tbe  stoge- 
road,  AuRust  IS;  tbe  Indians  at  Dry  Creek  Station.  On  the  19th 
Geueral  Howard  left  the  stage-road  toward  the  east,  struck  the  trail, 
and  made  camp  eighteen  miles  distant,  at  (^'Umas  Prairie.  Here  the 
Indians  turned  on  him,  stampeded  and  run  off  at  daylight  of  the  20th 
his  pack-train,  which  was  partially  recovered  by  bis  cavalry.  In  this 
flght  Captain  Xorwood's  company  (L,  Second  Cavalry)  made  a  hand- 
some fight.  General  Howard  was  Boon  after  compelled  to  give  his  men 
and  animals  some  rest,  and  take  time  to  collect  food  and  clothing.  It 
was  daring  this  rest,  at  Henry's  Lake,  that  he  made  his  report  of 
Angnst  27,  hereinbefore  referred  to.  I  recognize  the  fall  measure  of  the 
labors,  exposnre,  fotigae,  and  fighting  of  General  Howard  and  his  com- 
mand, having  personally  seen^mueh  of  tbe  route  over  wbioh  be  passed, 
and  knowing  tbe  great  difficulty  of  procaring  food  for  men  and  horses 
in  that  moantaiu  region.  It  is  simply  impossible  for  infantry,  or  even 
cavalry  with  their  single  horses  to  overtake  Indians,  who  drive  along 
a  herd,  changing  from  a  tired  horse  to  one  comparatively  fresh  at 
pleasure,  knowing  the  conotry  perfectly,  ready  to  hide  in  the  many 
rocky  caSona,  ravines,  and  dense  woods  in  which  that  country  aboanda, 
and  able  with  a  small  rear-gaard  to  hold  at  bay  any  number  in  par- 
suit,  who  often  for  miles  mast  follow  trails  in  single  file.  Happen- 
ing to  be  in  Montana  at  the  time,  and  not  wishing  to  complicate  mat- 
ters by  exercising  any  command  except  to  assist  where  possible,  I 
gave  up  my  cavalry  escort  which  I  had  brought  ap  from  Tongae  River, 
and  was  pleased  to  learn  that  it  was  of  material  assistance  to  Gen- 
eral Howud  at  Camas  on  the  20th  of  Angnst.  Several  dispatehes  passed 
between  0«neial  Howard  and  myself,  wnioh  I  insert  here  entire,  because 
they  explain  themselves.  They  have  never  heretofore  been  pablighed 
in  full,  while  garbled  parts  of  them  have  somehow  without  authority 
reached  tbe  press  and  were  miaconstraed : 

Helena,  Atigutt  91, 1S77. 
To  General  Howard  : 

Jaat  kiriTsd  kt  Helena.  Will  mn^in  till  I  knoir  yon  are  all  riglit  and  have  «t«I7- 
tbtng.  Telefrraph  me  some  Bccoonl  of  affaiia  that  I  can  DDderstand.  What  U  ;onr 
force  f    What  your  pUoif    Spare  DotbiDg  to  inanre  •nc'ceu. 

W.  T.  8HEHUAN,  OmmkiI. 

ViROtMiA,  HoNT.,  AufMt  U;  1877. 
To  General  W.  T.  SHEaMAir,  Fort  Shaic : 

Jnat  arrlTed  here  to  oomnmnicate  vith  Q«ner»l  McDowelL  After  eztraordinary 
efl'ort  to  overtake  Gibbon,  with  boiMta  mnoh  Jaded,  I  moved  Mpldly  to  botd  off  Indians 
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c -- 1  uu  PlwWDt  Valley.    They  delayed  me  R  little  by  tbalr  apparent  move  westward 

K  bead  of  Ilene  Prtirie  uid  Lembi,  bnt  I  did  not  lose  a  maroh.  Seat  a  BmBll  force  to 
hay-'*  L*ke  to  ■kinniah  with  uid  delay  tbem ;  officer  stkid  foor  days,  aod  oonoluded 
iiii  Aey  bad  braken  for  the  Wind  River  ooontry.  The  next  day,  bowet-er,  (the  23d,) 
■±i  ladiani  piWBd  Heniy'e  Lake,  throngh  Loehee  Pa—,  with  mv  foroo  Id  close  pa  rani  t. 
icCaueUeadowa  they  atampeded  apart  of  my  ■iinlea,Ji]at  Wore  dawn,  and  in  the 
-.'iM  to  reeoTer  tbem  brought  on  aabarpsktrmlsh,  after  wblob  tbey  ded  aa  nanal. 

Mj  BMBnaiid  itayi  at  Henry'a  Lake  tor  anppliea,  while  my  Indian  aoonts  watch  and 
'-ntlw  tb«  boetilea.  Wbat  I  wish  la  f^Din  aoine  eaatem  foroe,  the  hoatiles  be  headed 
=*  hcfore  tbey  diaaSlMt  the  Crowa  or  noite  with  Bioax. 

Thr  haTe  bad  aome  re-eiiforoeiii«Bta  Id  llontana,  picked  ap  plenty  of  exoellent  stock, 
121I  tboogh  worried  and  depleted  la  nnmbera,  are  still  able  to  give%atlle  and  do  much 
luugB.    Tbey  hAre  the  beat  arms  and  plenty  of  ammnnition. 

I  hoc  that  Hilea,  probably  StnrKia,  ia  on  the  Yellowstone,  not  far  from  my  tront.  Is 
'^troel  lly  forae,  all  tofd.laaboat  two  hnodred  OAValcy,  three  hnndrad  infantry, 
:iltj  tcoutt,  Moi  &t^  armed  pioneera. 

Xf  comaaad  ia  so  mnob  worn  by  overfatigne  and  jaded  animahi  that  I  cannot  pnsh 
laKhbrtber.  If  Mllea  or  Sto^s  is  near  by,  with  Norwood's  compaDyJast  sent  to 
^'  i',  lod  the  fifty  Indian  sooots  tnat  I  will  iend  tbither,  or  on  the  beels  of  the  boe- 
'  '         '  '  '         '        '     "    ~    '       y  way  back  to 


B  snccessfnl  march  northward,  and 
neighborhood. 

HOWARD, 
Coni*utiidiii0  Z)f}Nir(M«itl. 

Fort  Shaw,  Montana,  Atigiut  24, 1877, 
tdmiI  Howard,  Virgi»ia  Citg : 

I  don't  want  to  gtve  orders,  as  this  may  oonfnae  Sheridan  and  Terry ;  bnt  that  force 
'f  ;uan  shonld  portne  the  Nez  Percte  to  the  death,  lead  where  they  may.  Miles  is 
'<■>  fai  off,  and  I  fear  Stnrnis  Is  too  slow.  If  yon  are  tired,  give  the  command  to  some 
T«ii|;  enereetlo  offlcer,  and  let  him  follow  them,  go  where  they  may,  holding  his  men 
3(11  in  hand,  ■nbaiating  them  on  beef  gathered  in  the  conntry,  with  eoftee,  sngar,  and 
o^i  on  packs.  For  anon  a  stern  chase  infantry  are  aa  good  aa  cavalry.  Leave  to  8tur- 
rJ  lo  bead  tbem  off  if  he  can.  I  will  be  at  Helena  on  Tnesday  next.  No  time  shonli) 
*-'  lost.  I  don't  know  yonr  officers,  Imt  yon  can  select  the  commander  and  order 
KconliDvlj.  When  the  Indians  are  oanght,  your  men  can  march  to  the  Pacific  Railroad 
uJ  T«acEi  their  posts  by  rail  and  steamboat.  They  are  not  needed  back  in  California 
•bA  Onson  now,  bnt  are  needed  Just  where  they  are. 

SHERMAN,  Gmeml. 

Hbadcjuabtebs  Depaktment  ov  the  Colombia, 

AugnMt  'iJ,  len. 
ToW.T.Shxwmak, 

tientnl  VnUt4  Stalti  Arm.}!,  BtUna,  Monlaxa : 


m  of  !Gth  (84th)  received.    Yon  misnndeistood  me.    I  never  flag, 
amand,  indnding  the  moat  energetic  yonng  ofijoers,  that  were  worn  ont  .     ,, 

>  most  extraorduiary  march.    Yon  need  not  fear  for  the  oampaign.    Neither  yon 


'  tieneral  HeDowell  can  doatrt  my  pinck  and  energy.  My  Indian  tcoata  are  on  the 
*^  of  the  enemy.  My  snpplies  bave  Jnat  come,  and  we  move  in  the  morning  and 
■ill  continue  to  the  eai  I  aent  Cnshlng  and  Norwood,  now  m  rOKto,  two  days  ago  to 
T^nte  from  Ellis  and  Crow  agency.  Indians  captared  a  party  of  eight  Kentlemen 
lod  two  ladies  on  Lower  Qeyser  Baain,  fVlday  evening  last.  Hoemea  wllfprobably 
'iMi  Stinking  River  about  one  hnndred  miles  aontheast  from  Crow  agency. 

HOWARD, 
Bngailtr-Geii»ral,  Commanding  D^partmMit. 

Hblrna,  August  38,  I8TT. 
'■rD«ra]  0.  0.  Howard,  via  Virgin\a  City; 

Ion  back  from  Benton,  Got  yonr  dispatch  of  27th.  Glad  to  find  yon  so  pincky. 
utc  every  possible  faith  in  yonr  InteoM  energy,  bnt  thongfat  it  probable  yon  were 
<[>ni  ODt,  and  I  sometimM  tbink  men  of  leas  age  and  rank  are  best  for  Indian  war- 
^-  They  have  more  to  make.  I  think  Stnrgis  will  look  ont  for  yonr  iDdlaoe  at 
^k's  FoA,  and  that  Sberidan  will  have  another  party  at  Camp  Brown,  and  atlU 
*oUier  at  the  head  of  Tongne  River.  Bnt  my  idea  is  that  the  Nei  Perc^  expect  to 
(^  in  the  Ug  Horn  Honnt^na,  abont  Stinking  Water,  trusting  to  vonr  stopping  pnr- 
W«re  yonr  force  to  tetnm  to  Idaho  now,  these  Indiana  wonld  snrely  retnm  to 

—    ''-•" "  "    "•  "la.  Will  repo 

W.  T.  SH 
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FoBT  SuAw,  MoMTANi.,  Angiui  34,  1S;7. 
'Geoeral  P.  H.  Shebidak,  Ckkogo,  III.: 

Dispatch  received.  I  don't  tbiok  Howard's  troopi  will  e»tcfa  JomjA,  but  they  will 
follow,  ttDGting  to  jnortraopebeadiDgtbem  off  when  they  come  oot  on  tbe  eMt  of  the 
mountains.    Will  bie  back  to  Helona  next  Taeaday. 

W.  T.  BHEBMAK, 

From  Henry's  Lake,  id  Montana,  Aagast  27,  to  Bear-paw  Monnt 
ain,  Dakota,  September  30,  I  have  no  oonnected  report  of  Oeoeral 
Howard's  march  and  operations,  bnt  I  have  no  donbt  his  promised  sup- 
plementary report  will  soon  be  received,  it  may  be  in  time  to  accompany 
this  report.  All  he  could  do  was  to  follow  where  tbe  Indiann  led,  and 
this  he  did,  with  praiseworthy  zeal  and  perseverance.  On  others 
devolved  the  task  of  "heading  off"  and  "captnre."  The  Indiana  were 
already  in  General  Sheridan's  division,  and  he  promptly  gave  the  neces- 
sary orders.  He  caused  a  force  of  six  companies  of  the  Seventh  Cav- 
alry under  its  colonel  Stargis,  to  watch  tbe  outlet  by  Clark's  Fork  of 
tbe  Yellowstone ;  another  of  five  companies  of  cavalry  ander  Major 
Hart  of  tbe  Fittb,  on  the  Stinking  Water,  which  is  a  branch  of  the  Big 
Horn;  andstillanotherof  ten  companies  of  cavalry  under  Colonel  Mer- 
xitt  of  the  Fifth,  ou  Wind  liiver  northwest  of  Camp  Brown.  One  or 
other  of  these  bodies  was  sore  to  intercept  them,  with  General  Howanl'ii 
command  on  their  heels. 

The  Nez  Percys  after  leaving  Henry's  Lake,  passed  up  the  Madison 
and  Fire-Hole  Basin  into  the  Kational  Park,  crossed  the  divide  and 
the  Yellowstone Biver  above  the  falls  and  below  the  lake.  Once  across 
tbe  Yellowstone  they  seem  to  have  rested  their  animals,  while  some  of 
the  yonng  men  made  excursions  down  to  Soda  Monntain  and  Hender- 
son's ranch,  burning  Jack  Barouette'a  house  and  bridge,  killing  some 
men,  and  stealing  horses  and  cattle.  General  Howard  after  a  short  rest 
followed,  when  tbe  Indians  passed  on  over  the  Snowy  Mountain  aud 
down  Clark's  Fork,  Generar  Howard  in  pursuit.  They  successfully 
evaded  Colonel  Stnrgis's  command  and  got  across  the  Yellowstone  agnlD 
near  tbe  mouth  of  Clark's  Fork.  I  inclose  General  Howard's  and  Col- 
onel Stnrgis's  report  of  this  af&ir,  dated  September  12  and  13,  herewith, 
marked  "3  B."  After  tbe  Indians  had  passed  around  Colonel  Sturgis,  it 
seems  that  General  Howard  dispatched  him,  re-enforced  by  Major  San- 
ford's  battalion  of  the  First  Cavalry,  and  Lieutenant  Otis's  howitzer  bat- 
tery, in  "  fast  pursuit,"  and  from  General  Sheridan's  report  1  learn  that 
Colonel  Sturgis  caught  several  hundred  poneys  and  killed  a  number  of 
Indians. 

The  Nez  Percys  then  passed  north  across  tbe  Masclesbell,  through 
Judith  Basin,  (a  region  once  densely  filled  with  buffalo  and  large  game,) 
to  the  Missouri  Biver  at  Cow  Island.  This  is  a  steamboat  landing,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  below  Fort  Benton,  used  for  some  weeks 
after  tbe  boats  stop  running  to  Benton.  Kearthis  place  First  Lieut.  Ed- 
ward Magnire  United  States  Engineers  with  a  small  guard  of  tbe 
Seventh  Infantry,  was  engaged  in  removing  obstructions  iu  the  river. 
With  these  the  Indians  lightly  skirmished;  burned  some  stores  on  the 
landing;  forded  tbe  river,  and,  September  23,  pushed  on  north  toward 
Milk  River  and  the  British  bonndary,  evidently  aiming  to  reach  tbe 
same  barbor  of  refuge  vhich  bad  been  gained  by  Sitting  Bull  last 
winter.  But  on  the  17th  of  Sptember  Colonel  Miles,  commanding 
-district  of  the  Yellowstone,  received  at  his  post  at  the  mouth  of  Tongue 
Biver  tbe  two  dispatches  of  General  Howard  and  Colonel  Sturgis 
herewith,  marked  "  3  B."  He  instantly  organized  the  available  force  of 
his  garrison,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  was  across  the  Yellowstone 
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and  off  in  the  direction  of  the  mouth  of  Huscleshell,  aiming  to  head  off  and 
captare  the  Nez  Percys.  His  commaod  reached  the  Muscleshell.  where 
be  crossed  the  Missouri  Biver,  on  the  37th.  There  he  learned  that  the  Nez 
Pere^  had  crossed  at  Cow  Island  on  the  23d.  He  accordingly  moved 
with  extreme  rapidity  northwest,  passed  the  Little  Rockies  and  Bear- 
paw  Mountains  on  the  29tb,  struck  the  trait,  and  on  the  morniug  of 
September  30,  found  the  camp  on  Eagle  Creek,  near  the  head  of  Snake 
Hirer  wbicb  is  a  tributary  of  Milk  River.  For  a  description  of  the 
Gght  I  refer  you  to  Colonel  Milee's  official  report,  herewith,  marked 
"  3  C."  The  result  was  complete,  viz,  the  capture  of  Joseph  and  the  anr- 
riviug  remuant  of  his  brave  but  daugerous  body  of  Indians.  The  In- 
dians in  this  fight  lost  in  killed  six  of  their  leading  chiefs  and  twenty- 
five  warriors,  with  forty-six  wounded. 

Colonel  Miles  reports  his  own  loss  at  two  officers  and  twenty  men 
killed }  four  officers  and  forty -ooe  men  wounded;  the  names  of  all  of 
rfaom  are  given. 

Qeneral  Howard  with  a  small  escort  arrived  on  the  field  a  short  time 
before  the  sarreuder,  bnt  did  not  exercise  any  command.  Of  course 
ColoDel  Miles  and  his  officers  aud  men  are  entitled  to  all  honor  and 
praise  for  their  prompt,  skillful,  and  successfal  work ;  while  the  others, 
bv  their  long,  toilsome  pursuit,  are  entitled  to  corresponding  credit, 
because  they  made  that  success  possible.  All  the  troops  thus  engaged 
are  now  ch  route  back  to  their  several  posts  and  stations  by  various 
routes.  Thus  has  terminated  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  Indian 
wars  of  which  there  Is  any  record.  The  Indians  throughout  displayed 
a  courage  and  skill  that  elicited  universal  praise ;  they  abstained  from 
scalping,  let  captive  womeu  go  free,  did  not  commit  indiscnminatc  mur- 
der of  peacetbl  families  which  is  usual,  aud  fought  with  almost  scien- 
tiGc  skill,  using  advance  and  rear  guards,  skirmish-lines  and  field-forti- 
fi&ttioDS.  Nevertheless,  they  would  not  settle  down  on  lauds  set  apart 
for  them  ample  for  their  maintenance;  and,  when  commanded  by  proper 
authority,  they  began  resistance  by  murdering  persons  iu  no  manner 
connected  with  their  alleged  grievances.  With  your  approval,  these 
prisoners  are  now  en  route  by  the  most  economical  way  to  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, to  be  there  held  as  prisoners  of  war  until  spring,  when  I  trust  the 
Indiao  Bureau  will  provide  them  homes  on  the  Indian  reservation  near 
the  Hodoes,  where,  by  moderate  labor,  they  can  soon  be  able  to  sup- 
port themselves  iu  peace.  They  should  never  again  be  allowed  to  return 
to  Oregon  or  to  Lapwai. 

I  regret  that,  spite  of  my  desire  to  condense  this  rejiort,  it  has  been 
spun  out  so  long,  but  eveu  this  condensation  omits  much  that  the  actors 
would  like  to  have  recorded. 

Both  General  Sheridan  and  I  have  made  personal  reconnaissances  and 
reports  of  the  interior  country  which  might  warrant  a  place  in  this 
annnal  report,  bnt  I  find  this  one  so  long  that  I  will  submit  these  ou 
Mme  future  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

OenerdL 
Hon.  Oeobge  W.  MoGrabt, 

Secretarj/  of  War. 
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D. — Poitfitni  ami  dit frit « (ion  of  Irooin  in  Ihr  Mililiiry 


COMMAXniSi 


HmlijDBrtPrs '  New  OrlaaoB.  Li . . 

jKkMD  Barrscka,    Thr«cmllei  belair 
U.  Orluns. 

LukolharleH.  Li'.''  !;^!"!''.'!I!""I!" 
LltUeKock,  Ark...| 


Biis.GeD.C.C.Anciir 
Col.  P.  R.  De  TrobriiD 


iL  H.  G.  Cti 

i'l.J.B.Gulbiie. 


.  Uct.lltlblnf.  ..|..l... 

Jl>fr.l3ILInf,  ..]..,..' 

.|rk't.la'ltiliif.N!'!!i^ 

il.lJlblnrJ  . 


Atlant»,Gii 

rortJohD»Wii.N.C 

At  SmithTlUe 

FOTt  Brooke,  Fl«... 

Id  Feii«woU  Harbor. .. . 

ToUJ  I>ep«rtni«nt  at  tl 
Onsd  (OUl  Ullltory  Dl 


P.E.Baruliut,  .. 


iid  LtouL  E.  T.  UrunD, 
Mh  Art. 

C«p(.  T.  J.  Lioji,  tea 

LlBot.  Cnl  F.  T.  Dent. 

Cart.  y.  L.  GaoDthcT, 
OtbArt, 

Ai^i.  U.  W.  ClOMon.Hh 

Cipl.  E,  K.  EellDgit.  lath 


nof  thaAUaaUa.. 


AWUTiSt.OBSBI 


Waihinglan,  D.  C..  dttobtr  ■£,  IS 


:,..dty  Google 


OENERAL   OF   THE    ARMY. 
IHrMam  of  the  Atlantic,  4^. — Ctmtinned, 


I      1^  J 


3-1 

III! 

■3  Ti-gi 


^:\f\l 


I 


3        40 
1        3S 


171   9.. 


Aijatant-QninBl. 


:,..dty  Google 


BEPOKT    OP   THE    8ECBETABY    OF    WAR. 


SITUATIONS. 

COMMANDING 

OABKlKUfS. 

,»«r. 

P0SI8. 

■5 
1 

1 

RoKlnenta. 

I 

1 

DBTAimreNT  or 
H»dqn.rt««..^.- 

Ran  Franol»BO.  Cal  

Id  Sao  FraucUoo  Harbor 

U*|.  r^D.  I.  UoDowell 
Capt.  John  K.tao,«l>  Art. 

Coi.O,B,H-|l]™,mhlnf 
Capt-J.a.  Horveli-iaih 

Inf. 
Cap^RC.  Parker,  latb 

MiJ.A.RHowe,4thArt. 
Capt.  E.   F.  Tbompaoo, 

l.t*LlBnLD.J.  Cialgto. 

Capl.J.BCan.pbeU,«h 

Divl.l0B>taff 

, 

.      I       t       1 

CaL 

Camp  BidwelV  Cal 
CBDpGaaIon,Ca].. 

At^nojthandofSofp>^ 
In  Hoopa  Valley 

■"'' 

*^^St 

SO  ntlea  uartb  of  Wlone. 

SuUon. 
Id  San  Frudaco  Harbor 

CanrpHallock,N«T 

—do 

aiat'lnf";... 
Dot  4th  Art. 

1 
1 
.  *  1.. 

Camp  Ham  ay,  Ong. 
FortKian.ath,0«it 
Fort  SlcTsna,  Ong. 

Brit  Oen.  0, 0,  Howard 

Capl.  O.  U.  Downey,  aiat 

l»tLtoiil.H.D.T.MootA 

Itt  Llrnt.'  William  Et- 

orelt,  *tb  Art. 
Capl.    Fatiick    Collin  a. 

Cap"  w'ililam  H.  Boyla, 

Mnl'jo^ph8t«wart,«lh 

Capt.  Uoaea  Harrie,  lit 

Ut  Uont  £.  W.  SloDO, 

lat  Art. 
latLlrnLS.  W.  Evan., 

aut  lof. 

Col.  Cnvlor  GroTor,  lat 
Coi.*Fr*iilt  WbealoD,  ad 
Brlj.  Qon.  0. 0.  Howard 

WmlleaaonttaofCallDp 

City. 
Near  Lake  Elamatb.... 

N«ar  moatb  of  ColnmbU 

BUer, 
NearBoUeCUy 

At  mmth  of  Colombia 

..c:™i.v.iu, 

Near  Port  Townatnd... 
IS  iDllM  DOtHi  of  Port- 
In  Vaila  Walla  Vallsy.. 

1 

Fort  UpwBl.  Idaho 

FortCanby.  ^aih. 
FortColTllle,-Wa«h. 

—  do 

DetnbArt. 

I>M.«hArt. 
lAtSlAlnf 

aodSlatluf 

lalCaT„4(h 

SlatiJf? 



W«.h 

.. 

..  .. 

IntbeS-ldlnldaboand 



- 

-[i-,- 

Col.A.V.Kanl.,8thInf 
Capt  J.M.  Andrew*,  Stb 
Capt  W.M.Wallai». 6th 

Slblnt 

- 

-.3    1., 

tnWblte   Monntala 

Conn  try. 
At  Apacfie  Faa> 

Camp  Bowie,  Aria 

-...j..  .. 

..Ooogic 


GENERAL   OF   THE   ARMY. 


rRUUTT. 

,„„. 

...™™ 

t  iji  l! 

lip 
m 

111. 

Mil 

1 

f 
1 

1 

1 

i 

11 
1 

: 

« 

1 

i 
1 
_i_ 

IS 
«6 

«f 

38 

S! 

40 

I 

3 

i 

: 

3 

■< 

i 

1^ 

j 

! 

1 

1 
I 

■ 

? 

1 

§ 

S 

1  ( 

3: 

s: 

3- 
43 

- 

3 

e      4B 

3  38 

4  34 

4        9 
4          411 

n 

» 

"'    ,'" 

■ 

M 

■  T ;  " 

30 

- 

' 

- 

-' 

s 

T"Ti- 

-4h"i 

a: 

1< 

K 

~ 

^^ 

lit 

= 

318 

433 

.  31 
9 
Kl 

M 

» 

49 

388 

geo 

« 

, 

■ 

... 

. 

» 

- 

1 

9T 

.,;. 

1 

3 

■" 

3i 

K 

J__l- 

417 

.11.1 

N 

K 

IT 

31 

U 

IH 

I.TJO 

l.BIl 

j                                                                             4 
-1                                                                             ' 

IS 
IN 

13 

s 

4 

5S3 

a 

014 

998 

,1    , 

HEPOET    OF    THE    SECKETAltY    OF    WAR. 

G. — Position  and  diaMbolion  ofireo}iii  i«  the 


SITUATIONS. 


. .  Mul.  ( 


Caiu|>MoJ»e,ArlE 

X«cTur»n 

5i  mllM  north  at  M»ri- 
m|«l  Wril-. 

CumpThuiuM.Arii 

Xeirold  Fort  Goodwin. . 

run  Whipple.  Aril 

AtPrMMH 

C«Ii.pVBr<lo.Ari. 

3S  mllMfniniPrsscolt..- 

ro«Y™,C^... 

Atjunflliin  (.f  OIU  and 

Tot«l 

:a|>[.  W.  S.  Wurth.  SIli 

iDf. 

;n|>l.  A.V.  Curliu,  Blh 
Inf. 
WE.Cn'oodniff.lSdi 

•.ant.  C.  M.  BBil<-y,  iO, 

JmL  Col.  J.  D.  Wilkin*. 
Hlh  Inr, 
CoLA.  V.Kkud.  n] 

Capt-ChitlMPorWi 

M^.T.S.Duiiii,13lI 


idtoUI  UlliUry  WiMoo  at  the  PaclBo  . 


F.— DTurtitmil  of  Wf*t  Point,  eommnndni  6y  Haj.  Gen.  J.   if.   Se*o/rfH,  heathiuarlrra 
H'Hi  i'oiBi,  Jf.  r. 

FBESBNT  AND  ABSENT. 

UeAiul  DifHTtniPnt 3 

LiealsdaBt-oolMie) 1 

Mtora g 

Swonil  liealfiiunti 14 

Cadeta "''""\"1'111'^'''"'"'^''!1^"  11!""' """!!"''*''"  S47 

£iillit«dmsD 813 

CoDimiuIoned  offlcera.  profeuan,  &c SS 

AggtegaU -.  576 

K.  D.  TOWNSEND. 

A  djtftant'  GentraL 

ADJUTlKT.OlKin:IL'B  OPFirB. 

Waihinglon,  D.  C.  OcUbtr  IS,  1877. 


ty  Google 


GENEltAl.    OF   THE   AKMY.  29 

Militaiy  IHrinan  of  tht  PaciSr,  ,fc— CuDtiniied. 


,!i!ll  i' 


1    g 


:,..dty  Google 


30 


BEPOBT    OF   THE   SECRETARY    OF    WAR. 


FIKST  REOIMEHT  OF  CAVALBT. 
(AatbDriied  atrengUi,  MS.] 


Compaolsa,  Ao. 

11 

111 

i,«,or^ 
port 

.    StattoB. 

BBadqnwtCTi 

:::::t::::: 

Fort  Walla  W*Ua.  Wjat 

?S%.Sg5-. 

IwRll^!  sI[d  FMmIwo,  CaL 
Fort  Wdia  Walla.  Wa-b. 

Fort  Bolaa,  Idaho. 
Fort  LapwBl.  Idabo. 

Fort  Walla  tralla.Vuh. 

Forl(>1»Hl6.Warii. 

45  rMnilii  left  Sad  FnuclwM  Jnly,  ISTT 

Left  San  Fnnclwo  Anguit.  IH71. 

'""d'SS.d"^"'"^ 

j; 

A 

Ml  ..  .  do" 

S  ;:::::J:  :;:: 

W     do 

»    Jon.  W,  IBTJ 

«  1  *■"■  dl'-"^ 

SI 

37JoIi)b1. 

^1 

SECOND  REOIMBNT  OF  CAVALRY. 
[AalhoriiBd  MraDglh,  l.9(tt] 


ss'rsi.vi.ii 

Total 

f)l» 

Bli  Horn  Bunoka.  Moat 


Fort  Ellla.  Uont. 


THIRD  REQIUSKT  OF  CAVALKY. 
[Aalhorliad  atnagtb,  t,30t,J 


srj.rsiii-,u». 

Total 

» 

Port  Latamio,  Wjo. 


Camp  Rubia»n,  N<:br. 

Do. 
Furt  Lanniie.  Wyo. 


Fort  FetUmiati.  Wvo. 
Ch'yannr  Depot.  "Kyo. 
Canip  Robinson.  Nebr. 
Cunp  Sberldas,  Kebr. 


>ndty  Google 


GEKERAL   OF   THE   AHMY.  SI 

G.SIat<mtMttiowiaglluorgaiiiMatioitqfakUtleduunoftktBegKlar  Amg,4'e.—  0oatiaa<:ii, 

FODBTH  REGIMENT  OF  CAVALRY. 

(AnthorltHt  ■tranfth.  t.Wi.] 


C<»p«.l«.*o. 

11 

1« 

port. 

3Utl0B. 

M 

64 

CS 
TO 

M 
TS 

W 

Adi.  31,1877 
do 

::::::S:::::: 
EXE: 

do 

do 

do 

:::::|:::;:: 
::".::do"'.'" 

Fort  810,  Ind-Tw. 

Forl8UI.liid.Ter. 

FonWalUM.Kuu. 

Fort  Elliott.  T«I. 

»Atm.'"-- 

"^ 

FlPTH^BOnLENT  OF  CATALBr. 
(Anthortisd  itrenctli,  l.ani.) 


g 

Ang.  31, 1871 

:::;:t;::" 

"JoMaftiOTi* 

'rK-^.r.-ri! 

11 

S7 

78 
S3 

Slduoy  Bimoka.  N«br. 

do !FortD.A.Kowdl.Wro. 

840 

SIXTH  REOIMEIfT  OF  CATALRF. 
[Aoehorlisd  iUhcUi,  B43,] 


;; 

B  

'^ 

M 

su 
w 

54 

49 

Tat^ 

MO 

CkiDpOnot,  ArlX, 


C«top  Verdp.  Arl». 
Ciinp  T-iBoll,  Aril. 

Camp  Ap«:lie.AriI. 


:,..dty  Google 


!  liEPOIlT   OF    THE    SECHETAItY    OF    WAK. 

—SlaUmtHl thawing  Ike organhalhn  of  mJUtrd men  uf  the Urgilar  Jims,  4<:.—CoDtioari- 

SEVENTII  KKGIUEST  OF  CATALIIV. 

(Anthorii^d  alrtBEth,  1,203.] 


Ilr«k|uart4^ 1 

I .]       n" 

EIGHTH  REGIMENT  OF  CAVALRY. 


scsir 

Z^^ 

.t-ir 

1  Anj.  31,  1M77 

W)  1 do 

■9i::::::,io::::; 
Ri  .";::dll::::: 
i»  '.'".'.'.da:::.: 

818  1 

F«rl  BrawD,  T*i. 

Fort  Brown,  Tn. 

RiUK|'>ldft'irack%Ti.i. 

T  ta 

■  I  Fort  lliiyud,  S,  Hex. 


ty  Google 


OENEBAL   OF   THE    ARMT.  33 

il  ihmtimg  tiu  organUatioK  <if  enliiled  men  0/  Ike  Rtgalar  Jrmii,^e, — ContiDoed. 
'    TBttTH  EEGIMESIT  OF  CAVALRY. 
[Antborised  ttraniiUi,  l.SOt.] 


s s 

Tot.1 

...     », 

FIRST  KEGIUEST  OF  ARTII.L5RT. 

lAatbmiird  glraaglb,  4M.*] 


S— -S^iu. 

a^ 

aa  ;"! 

it;;; 

L  30,1877 
.rto 

:t::::: 

do 

idoij;:. 
.io".'.'.:: 

FortAd»n,^R.L 

B 

F<.rtli.-lfpeurtei.cB,M«fc 

f:::::::::::::::::;:::. 

Fori  Prebls,  U>v 

Ucht  BtterrK 

Fo,tAd.ln^R.L 

Totel 

(UlCS!  liRbt  batMiT.Ui  Artillery  Robaol  bHletj, IB ;  othsr  batterlM, 3». 
8BCOHD  R£6IMBKT  OF  ARTILLKR7. 
( ADtboriied  atTMictb.  4»e.] 


:,..dty  Google 


(  REPORT    OF   THE    SECRETARY    OP   WAR. 

—Slattmen  shmBing  thtorganUaUoito/e»JUted  mck  oftfit  Regular  Armjf,  ^c— CoDtioaed.. 

THIRD  RBGIUB^Ir  OF  AJtTILLBRY! 

[Authoilicd  atreogtb,  498,] 


CompanltB,  Ao. 


S8pt,30,lBT7 

do 

do 

4> 

to 

.;:i:'.do:;;" 

do 

do  -.- 

do.... 

Fan  namlltoD.  Kew  York  Harbor. 
Do, 

"IWSS"!".''."'^. 

1 

3« 

P>.MNI.g»«.K.Y.   „    ^„^ 
Fort  HKniiilou.  Neo  Yotk  Harbor. 

LlghtBatterj  b 

Marti™  Ii.rrac)i»,N.T. 

PlUlKbnriE  Bimclo,  N.  T. 

M 

Do. 

Total 

rODBTH  BEaiUENT  OF  ARTILLEBT. 
[AutharlMd  (lieoKth.  m.\ 


HtadaoartMi 

Aug.  3I,IHTf 

A°ot  3i;len 

■^'fd;:.'.".'. 

-::::t::::: 

oil'    3,"iWj 

PrMldlo.  San  FtanoiaDo.  CaL 

Du. 
Fort  InwnMnd,  Vaah. 
Pnaidlo.8aii  FranDlw».CaL 

pSimlll^n^^aiiilwio,  CaL 
P.iiBt  San  itnk  CaL 
FnrtCatiby  Waah. 

Fort  Hi  biw.  Va. 
AUu.IraicIalaiid,CaL 

^«dWd"'""*"^ 

35 
99 

3T 
33 

VI 

Light  BUU17B 

K ... 

FIFTH  REGIMENT  OF  ARTILLERY. 
[Aatboriied  atrensth.WS  j 


Haad  uarte™ 

a.pt.30,i«n 

do 

do 

:;::::S:::::: 

do 

eSe.. 

3K 

38 
M 
S9 

g 

Savannah.  Ga. 

Uii.i'-Bixuii'i 

~,B.™.™.tu 

440 

iiy  Google 


GKNEBAL   OF   THE    ABHT.  35 

tJunnngl]iearga»isatioit^ft*lMedvtfiioftkeE«gHlarArm!i,4'C. — CoQtIntied. 
FISST  KBOIUSyr  OF  ISrABTRT. 

I  AaUtoTiied  itniiKtli.  375,  •] 


^itair 

Tital.... 

Ang.  11,1077    7ortIUDd>ll.Dkk. 


FrnSnllT.nak. 

Fan  RuuUll.  Il*k. 
Luwflr  Bralfe  Ahiuiv,  IHk. 
FonKuilsll,  Uik. 
lAwsr  Brule  AaaDov,  Dak. 
f'on  SnUy,  Dak. 


Hadaurtn 

AQB-sman 

:::;:J::::::: 
::::;S:;::::; 

do 

;:::|:::::: 

Obl'  *.  1877 
Oot  S,I8JT 

FortlApwal,  Idifao. 

» 
X 

36 

» 

34 

30 

M 

3t3 

W 

U 

33 
» 

3« 
34 

ae 
u 

3M 

Sept  30. 1877 
do 

;:;;!;::;:: 

do 

;::::S:;;::: 

do 

H*I«D.,  If  «>t. 

:,..dbyGt>Oglc 


36  BKPOBT  OF  TB£  SKCRETABV  OF  WAB. 

O. — Slalemmt  thoKing  Ute  vrganixalioii  of  tnUtled  »«■  of  tin  Bagalar  Arwtg,  ^. — Continaed. 


.  Fort  Brldc*r.'  Wjo. 


.  I'liTL  UcKlnae*.  Wjo. 
I  Fort  Fet'BrmiB,  Wio. 
.  Onwha  Uarnck*.  Kebr. 
. ;  Fdlt  MoKlDB*;,  W;a. 
.|  For  FeturiaH.  Wyo. 
.  I  Fun  Brldgir.  Wyo. 
-'•  Camp Srambwiffh.  Wyo, 
.]  Pint  HcKlaMT.  Wjo. 


FIFTH  BEOIMaKT  OF  dFANTEr. 
(AnUiorliad  (tnsgtb,  3IS.1 


XoBfo*  BItw  BkiTBok*.  Ucmt. 


SIXTH  REGIllEKT  OF  INFASTRr. 

[Anthorlifd  ■trsDgth,  US.] 


?-'"ffi^-i 

S7 

i 

Aug.  11,  lan 

::::::fc::::: 

do 

;:::::&::;-.: 

do 

do 

do 

Fort  Buftird.  Dak. 

Fort  Hits,  ri.k. 

FonBotord,D»k. 

a 

Do. 

Fort9t«TMuon.D»lt. 

ToUl 

:,..dty  Google 


OENEBAL  OF  THE   ASUX.  37 

G.—Slmltmmt  dtoifMig  Ite  argamUalUM  ofenlittednn  of  lie  Btgiilar  Arms,  ^ — Continned. 


'I 

3^" 

D«te  of  n- 
pon. 

SUtiOD. 

ADg.31,  18TT 

Fonlibm.lla&t. 

Do. 
Do. 

FortEIUfciloBl. 
CkDipBakor,  Ueut. 

Fort  Beaton,  aont 
Fort  Sh.*,  UoaL 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Es»»!s; 

S3 

33 
SIS 

do 

:::;::do::'.::: 

do 

do 

do 

■p— . 

EIGHTH  BEQIHENT  OF  IKFANIKY. 
[ADtboriMd  ((tottb.  SIS.) 


An«.31.I8TT 

do 

::::::£::::: 
:":!:do::-"'- 

do 

Jira«30.i«rr 

AiiB.31,lin7 

do - 

Oct.  3.im 
Jair.-,i8n 

P««<rtt,Ari.. 

3J 
30 

35 

34 
3S 

33 

CmpV-Bi^  Aril. 

C»mp  MoDo--6ll.  Artt 
tiunp  Thoniu.  Arts. 
CunpApuhfl,  Aril. 
FortVhipple.  Aril. 
C>niBApaob«.  Aril. 
SanDie«oB>iTUkl,C4L 
CsmpGrmnt,  Aril. 
C«inp  Low-n,  Aril. 

?"■-"•••■•---:- i 

F  IMFASTRY. 


IT'-^SL^ii^ 

T.UI 

^ 

Omaha  Bairacka,  Kebr. 


Omaha  Barracha,  K 

Camo  Roblnami.  Nt 
Omaba  Banaokt,  N 


I  Oi9t.  3.  iim'l  Left  Fort  Columbua. 


:,..dty  Google 


38  EEPOBT   OF   THE   SECRETARY   OF   WAH. 

Q.—SlaletMnt  showing  the  orgamiatUm  o/enliited  mm  «/lAe  Regular  Jrmg,  ^— Continned. 
TENTH  BEQIMENT  OF  ISPAHXRr. 
(Aathorlted  Mrenfith.  37S.] 

If]  ' 


""iT.^T"""*' 

Total 

«T 

.'  Ang,  31,  ISTT     Fort  MoKavett,  Tax. 


3^" 

FonHoIaloab-Tci. 
SiD  AdIodIo.  1^1. 

Fan  Clark,  Tsi. 

ELEVENTH  RBQIMRNT  OF  INFAMTKT. 
[AaUmriMd  BtraDgth,  3IS. ) 


Aa 

[.si.ien 

do 

t::::: 
S::::;: 

do 

da 

do 

"do::::;: 

da 

Chayenna  AfeDoy,  Dak- 
Do. 
Do. 

BI)[Ho™B.rrwk.,MoBt. 

ChejenneAgaaoy.Dak. 
Big  Horn  Barraoka.  UodL 

CbsyanDe  Agency.  Dak. 

"KTS-rtir 

»    .... 

38  :::: 

368 

TWELFTH  BEOXUBNT  OF  INFASTEY. 
[ADltorfted  atnnictli  37}  ] 


Total 

ADEelIalaiid,Cal. 


.    Camp  Uiriave,  Arli. 
BeniclaBiiTTaiika.CaL 

'    Angel  Islaod,  Cal. 


.    Carap  Uaiton,  Cal. 
.    Anial  Island,  Cal. 
Camp  BldTBll.  Cal. 
.    Camp  BHilack,  Nbv. 
.    Camp  UoDcnnlt,  Not. 


I  Left  Fort  Colnmbua. 


:,..dty  Google 


GENERAL   OP  THE   AKMT.  39 

daieing  tic  organization  ofeniUfed  men  of  tie  Begulnr  Armij,  4'C. — Continaed. 
THIRTEENTH  REGIUENT  OF  ISFANTBY. 

(AntboHtad  itreDgifa,  37S.| 


lil' 


S-' 

_ 

stpc  30,  im 

do 

'.'.'.'.'.do'".'.'.' 

do 

do 

do 

::::.do:"i:: 

do 

:::::£:;:::: 

j9ckMDBunoki.La. 

33 

*•[ 
3S 

» 

33' 
35T' 

B 

Btton  Boaae,  La. 

E 

Litlle  Rook,  Ark. 

BMOD  UoBi^  Lk. 

FOUSTEE!ITH  REQIMENT  OP  INFANTRY. 

[AntlioriHilitniiKtb.375.1 


:;;:::t::::: 
:;::::£::::: 

:;;;;!;;;;;; 

do 

oil.      iVbTI 

ooL    3.  im 

CunpDougltg.CUb. 

as 

H 

3« 

3S 

Fort  Baa  Idaho. 

UaopDongl..,  Uiah. 

C.n.pRobliiiOD.Nebr. 
Camp  Donglis,  Ulab. 

»70 

JTFTEBNTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 
{ADtboriud  lUSDElb,  37S.| 


H«do.«««             ..., 

Aoe.3i,ia77 

do 

do 

do 

'.'.'.'.'.ao'.'.'.'.Z 

do 

do 

do 

'.'.'.'.'.al-:'.'.'.'. 

FortWlog»te.N.Mex. 

30 
3« 

3S 

31 
31 

K^JgSLS.r'Jr 

1=:-:;;;::::;::; 

FortWinB^ta.S.Mox. 

4   Aiii;M,ie7T 

Total 

:,..dty  Google 


}  RKPORT   OK  THE  EECBETAHr  OF   WAB. 

—SlafetueHl  ikouiHg  tht  orgaiiinaaon  ofatUtled  mtn  oftiieBtsxlar  Army,  ^o.— CoutiDiiad. 
SIXTEENTH  BEGIMEKT  OF  IXFAltTgr. 
(AaUorlied  ilnDgth,  ta.\ 


ssSF^-^ 

ToUl 

368 

I>n. 


Ind.  T. 


..dn ;  KoTt  Biley,  Kaw. 

..da For  Sill. iDd.T. 
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Fort  Wayie,  Uicb. 
Do. 

Fort  lIwikiDui.U  lob. 

FortBi^r.Mioh. 
TmtPmttr.S.Y. 
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G.—Slttemait  ikowiwg  HieorganUatUm  o/eHlUUd  nwfH  a/  the  Regatar  Army,  ^c. — Contluaed. 
TWESTY-FIFTH  REGtUENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

[AathatiEad  ■trength,  375.] 
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KECAPITULATION. 


Flnt  CBrnlrj  . . 
SMinid  CuTilr; 
Third  CbtbIft.- 
FoBrth  Canlr; 


Third  ArUllen... 
Fimrth  ArUllarr.. 
Fifth  ArtlllBrj.... 
FlmlDfuiIry  .... 
SHniul  1011111(17 '  -  ■ 
Third  Inraii  try... 
Foarth  Infutry  .. 


FtfCh  iBHtotrr 

Stith  Infmlry 

SuTsnth  Inhntrr  .. 
Slgblb  Infantry  ... 


FirUSDlb  InranLr] 


1M  ElghtMBth  lotaatry 

909  NlneWntli  Infuitry I 

KO  T^ontielb  Infuntrj ' 

KI5  TwBulj.flT.tlBf.ntrr ; 

Mil  T»niiy.wHv.n(lIofantr7„ 

aea  Twa]tT.ihlnl  Ixhotrr 

U-3  TwMity.finrth  InfaDtTT ' 

Silt  TwdDCy-flrtb  Infcntry 

tX  ,  BnilDnr  Batlalion  ' 

M7  l^rmantni  uiii  recmitlog  partita.  tDoatc. 
*^         boya,  aDd  r«cmlla  oot  avadhibla  fbr  w- 
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MO  II  West  Poiiit  detachamU 

MJ  Priaon.jraatd 

380  .  Hwpital.atcvarda | 

111  IndlJDacoiiU J'.'."!!"."""!!!!!.; 

I6T  I  ArailablerccrnlMntdepata j 

3«s  TnUl .'.. I    : 

aV)  Tnlnl  vllb  Bljrnal  dntaabBMDt- 

3:15  I  TotiU.OotoberlMen. ; : 

3M  j  Loaa | 

n  iba  w,lm>  authotlE«d  by  law. 


H.— REPORT  OF  THE  RECRUITING  SERVICE  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDING  OCTOBER  1,  1877. 

Hbadqvabtebs  op  TS£  Abmt, 

Adjutant  Gbnsbal'3  Office, 

WaaUngtoH,  October  10,  1877. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  anuual  report  of 
the  recraitiug  aervice. 

The  8u peril! tendency  of  the  general  recruiting  service  is  established 
at  New  Tork  City,  with  depots  at  Fort  Colnmbns,  New  York  Harbor,  and 
Golambus  Barracks,  Ohio.  The  Biiperint«iideDCy  and  depot  for  the 
mounted  recraittng  service  are  at  Saint  Louis  Barracks,  Missouri. 

The  rendezvous  for  organizations  in  the  Division  of  the  Pacific  are 
nnder  the  supervision  of  the  division  commander,  bat  the  namber  of 
men  there  enlisted  has  been  insufficient  to  keep  up  the  strength  of  the 
organizations  in  that  section  of  the  country. 

During  the  jear,  and  until  June  1,  rendezvous  were  in  operation, 
permanently  or  temporarily,  iu  the  following  cities,  viz :  New  York,  Boa- 
ton,  Washington,  Buffalo,  Jersey  City,  Baltimore,  Cleveland,  Chicago, 
Indianapolis,  Saint  Louis,  Nashville,  Cincinnati,  Pittsburg,  Philadel- 
phia, Detroit,  Atlanta,  Memphis,  Louisville,  and  San  Frauoisoo. 

On  May  9,  in  aocordand^  with  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  recruiting  for  the  general  and  mounted  service  was  suspended; 
and  June  1  all  rendezvous  were  discontinued,  and  the  recruiting  par- 
ties thereat  ordered  to  the  depots,  iu  consequence  of  the  failare  of  the 
nsual  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  Army. 

A  rendezvous  was  opened  at  San  Francisco  about  July  5,  with  a  Tier 
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toeoliMmHitBfortbe  nncb  redaced  eompanies  eng&ged  in  Indian  hoBtil- 
itteain  Uw  Departmeat  of  Ciriaaibia,  bat  it  was  discontinued  Aagust  2S. 
Tb«  only  eniiatmenta  now  aathorized  are  for  skilleil  artiaans  and  mu* 
saaB»—of  which  bat  very  few  are  obtainetl — to  raeet  the  urgent  appli- 
catiouB  received  at  this  department  from  company  commanders. 

The  strength  of  the  permanent  parties  baa  been  reduced  to  the  low- 
«sl  compatible  with  efficiency  an  garriHona  at  the  depots. 

It  is  reported  that  tiie  precautions  talcen  to  secure  good  recruits  at 
readezTODS,  and  their  subsequent  instmction  and  discipline  at  the  de- 
pots, have  been  the  means  of  supplying  regiments  with  a  superior  class 
ofiueii.  Whatever  is  wanted  to  fully  effect  this  object  is  due  to  the 
BTfcent  calls  for  recruits  to  m>ike  up  a  show  of  strength  on  our  firostier, 
wbiuh  at  times  have  kept  the  depots  drained  as  faat  as  detachments  of 
infficient  size  could  be  isade  up,  thus  allowing  but  a  liinEted  time  for 
iostmelion. 

Under  the  system  of  recrniting  prescribed  in  General  Orders  No.  126, 
of  \oTeraber  20, 18T4,  (a  c-x>py  herewith,  marked  A,]  many  deserters  have 
been  detected,  and  many  ditireputaUe  and  dishonorably  discharged  sol- 
diers foiled  in  tiicir  attempts  to  re-enter  the  Army.  As  soon  as  an  ap- 
plicMion  is  received  for  permission  to  enlist  a  man  at  a  military  post 
other  than  a  regular  revruitiug  station,  tbe  muster-rolls  and  records  of 
Ibis  office  are  consulted  to  ascertain  what  bis  previous  character  has 
beeo,  if  iu  tbe  Army  befure.  If  not  good,  tie  is  rejected.  Again,  while 
a  QUID  awaits  tbe  result  of  tbe  application  to  enlist  him,  opimrtunity  is 
given  to  observe  him,  and  he  is  often  rejected  before  the  anthority  can 
be  received  to  enlist  him.  These  views  of  tbe  value  of  tbis  system  are 
fiilty  justified  by  the  experience  of  last  fall,  when,  to  meet  the  urgency 
of  the  demand  for  recmita  to  fill  up  the  seven  cavalry  regiments  in- 
creased by  act  of  Congress  to  1,200  men  each,  these  rales  were  sus- 
pended, and  all  able-bodied  applicants  were  received.  Desertions  and 
diaehao-gea,  oo  account  of  worthlessuess  and  of  minority,  from  among 
the  men  enlisted  at  that  time  have  been  beyond  all  proportion  greater 
than  from  the  rest  of  the  Army.  For  tbis  reason,  and  possibly  also  in 
a  few  casea  from  no  payments  being  made,  the  number  of  desertions 
dnring  tbis  year  appears  somewhat  greater  than  lost.  Until  tbis  year 
tbe  number  has  beeu  steadily  decreasing  each  year  since  the  war, 

Pievions  recommendations  are  hereby  renewed,  that  authority  be 
given  by  law  to  enlist  boys  over  twelve  years  of  age,  with  the  conseat 
of  their  parents  or  gnardians,  to  learn  music,  so  that  the  great  demand 
for  field-masic  can  be  supplied.  This  authority  would  necure  for  the 
sernce  a  elasa  of  lads  who  have  not  lost  that  suppleness  neoessary  to 
proficiency  in  learning  music,  and  would,  besides  supplying  Che  very 
frequent  applications  for  field  music,  permit  tbe  enlistment  of  sons  of 
old  soldiers  who  have  hardly  any  other  opening  to  an  honest  means  of 
Uvdibood.  Prior  to  Jaly  i,  1864,  boys  of  this  age  were  enlisted  and 
soceeaafblly  used  as  fleld-innsicians,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  legisla- 
tion approved  that  date,  which  prescribes  sixteen  years  of  age  as  the 
lowest  limit,  was  entirely  accidental.  Boys  enlisted  as  musicians  were 
iBsCrnetad,  at  the  depots,  in  music,  and  also  in  common-school  studies. 
Thoa  tvaJned,  they  frequently  became  non-commissioned  officers  atmore 
advanced  age,  and  were  generally  faithful  a«d  valuable  soldiers. 

The  mbijectof  enlistment  of  minors  demands  new  legislation  toprotect 
tbe  Daited  States  against  great  frauds.  As  tbe  Taws  now  stand,  sections- 
1117  md  1118,  page  205,  Berlsed  Statntes,  prohibit  enlistment  of  minora, 
and  artfele  3,  page  229,  Bevised  Statutes,  inflicts  a  penalty  ou  officers- 
for  knewlcgly  enlisting  a  minor.     But  there  is  no  law  to  punish  a  minor 
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who  frnndulently  imposes  himself  od  the  recrni  tin  ^-officer  by  misrepre- 
senting his  age;  and  having  received  clothing,  subBisteuce,  and  traoB- 
|)ortation  to  a  part  of  the  country  be  wishes  to  reach,  then  deserts,  or 
incurs  the  penalty  of  some  breach  of  discipline,  and  successfally  evades 
all  responsibility  or  punishment  by  securing  his  discharge  as  a  minor. 
It  is  hardly  possible,  in  many  cases,  to  discover  the  exact  age  of  a  man 
near  his  majority,  and  with  the  utmost  vigilance,  ofBcers  may  be  easily 
deceived  by  such  men.  Again,  it  isa  very  easy  matter  forasoldier  to  pro- 
cure affidavits  and  testimony  utterly  unreliable,  yet  bearing  the  appear- 
ance of  truth,  aa  to  their  age,  parentage,  &c.  Thus  the  governmetitia 
at  the  mercy  of  this  class  of  imposters,  without  reconrse,  and  large  sums 
are  annually  lost  throogh  their  practices.  At  the  same  time  the  good 
discipline  of  the  Army  is  seriously  impaired  by  culprits  being  taken  ont 
of  the  hands  of  justice  npon  the  plea  that  they  wpre  illegally  enlisted, 
altbongh  tbey  are  actually  reaping  the  benefit  of  their  owu  fraud  in  the 
act  of  enlietmeut. 

At  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  dnring  your  absence,  I  sub- 
mitt«d  to  him  a  report  on  a  proposed  increase  of  the  Army,  a  copy  of 
which  is  hereto  annexed,  marked  "  B."  Statemeots  of  the  uurober  of 
desertions  and  of  the  minors  discharged  are  also  aoDexed,  marked  "C 
aiid-'D." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
B.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjtttant-Oentral 

General  Wiliam  T.  Shebhah,  U.  S.  A. 


[Qenenl  Orders  No.  136.] 

BBCRUITIN  Q-SRBVICB. 

TbeArmj  bavinftbeen  rednoed  to  25,000 men,  aa  oontem plated  b^  the  •pproprlatian 
act  of  Jane  16, 1S74,  recraiting  will  be  reaamed  aader  Teatrictiona  bb  berein  provtdtd. 

Tbe  r«en1lti  of  the  operation  of  General  Ordere  No.  102,  October  10, 1873,  for  pardon- 
iDg  deserters  who  snrrendered,  have  developed  certain  important  facta.  A  very  large 
proportion  of  the  aurrendered  deaertera  were  already  deaertera  from  one  or  more  otbei 
branobea  of  the  military  or  naval  service  than  the  one  in  which  their  original  Bervioe 
naa  due.  There  were  aeveral  instanoea  of  repeated  deaertiona  and  anbaequent  fraad- 
nlent  enlistments  by  the  aame  man.  A  lar);e  proportion  were  men  of  baa  obaracUr, 
aud  man]-  of  them  of  broken-down  ooaatitation.  Only  abont  one-fbnrt«eDtii  of  the 
whole  number  aurrendered  were  an  actaal  gain  in  number  to  the  Army ;  the  rest  have 
all  been  discharged  or  have  Bgaio  deserted. 

The  faot  ia  also  developed  that  men  have  lepeatedly  been  diacharged  on  expiration 
of  service  with  snob  charactera  as  would  enable  them  to  enlist  at  another  poa^  when 
they  were  unknown,  when  their  company  commanders  refused  to  re-enlist  tfaem. 

The  Army  nnder  the  late  orders  for  its  reduction  should  be  well  purged  of  its  worth- 
leas  element.  But  It  ia  to  be  expected  that  these  men  will  seek  to  impose  tjiemaelvea 
again  on  some  company  when  recmiting  ia  recommenced.  To  avoid  tbis,  and  also  to 
put  aome  cheek:  on  the  restlessDeas  apparent  among  enlisted  raeo  in  frequent  applica- 
tions lor  transfer  or  discharge,  and  in  deaertion,  the  following  restriotioDS  are  inipoaed 
npon  the  recruiting-service nntil  further  orders  r 

There  will  be  no  enliatments  thade  by  company  offlcera,  or  at  poete,  except  that  meu 
may  be  "re-euliat«d  "  oroijiisted  in  their  own  companies  or  in  some  other  oompanj 
at  the  post  where  tbey  are  discharged.  With  this  exception,  all  enlistments  for  the 
Army  must  he  made  by  offlcera  od  the  general  recraiting-servioe,  nnleaa  special  antbor- 
ity  is  given  in  any  oane  by  the  Adjutant-Oeneral  of  the  Army.  The  application  insncb 
oaae  muat  bear  evidence  of  the  known  good  character  of  the  soldier  recomniended  for 
anllstment. 
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Olfl«n  on  tb«  general  rectnitiaK-Hrvioe  mnst  nss  every  care,  ia  person,  to  nvoid 
tltrtalittueiit  of  miuonior  biut  meu.  Tbe  boards  of  examioation  »t  lecruitiDg-depots 
tuiuC  nJMt  ever;  maa  aacertaiiied  to  have  borue  an  anaatiiifaclory  character  ou  an; 
prrvioat  eDlutmeiit, 

U*bile  preouitioDe  are  thae  taken  for  providing  only  {(oodparm>RH«t  fur  the'Anny,  It 
UeojoioM  Dpou  commiHsioaed  offloera  to  endeavor,  by  Teaaonable  attantian  to  tbe 
cmfortof  their  men  and  a  itrlct  regard  to  their  juat  rights,  to  attach  tbem  to  theniil- 
iury  MTTice.  Especially  are  ufflcnra  warned  not  to  intrust  to>mnah  authority  or  die- 
rrelioo  to  non-com uiiBsiaoed  offloers,  who  may  be  tempted  to  a  tynuiDJool  exercise  of 

By  order  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War  : 

E.  D.  T0WN8END, 

JdjutaKl-GeKtml. 


b.  rkpobt  oh  modk  of  utcbkabinq  thb  army. 

Adjctamt-Obkerai.'b  Office, 

irtuAingtoR,  Seplmtber  10,  1S7T. 

6ik:  Iq  eompluMioe  with  your  verbal  iustruotiona,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tbe 
fullo>iDg  report  on  the  beat  mode  of  iDereaaiug  the  strength  of  the  Kegnlar  Army : 

From  a  ven  eftrlp  day  the  militarj  history  uf  this  country  conrains  records  nf  dis- 
isttra,  doe  auely  to  tb*  "  akdeton  "  organization  of  oompanlBa.  Dade's  maasaore  may 
la  cited  fat  tbe  eskeof  kooBmeDeemaDt  astodatesand  Gibbon's  late  affair  with  the 
Xrz  Perc^  ■*  the  meat  raoent.  Qibboo  had  six  oompaniee  in  all,  uumberiDK  16  offloera 
ud  146  men.  His  ounpautM  averafced  about  84  men  each.  With  this  bandfal  of  men 
be  inflicted  severe  loM  on  an  enemy  ti«ble.bie  nnmbers.  If  his  companies  bad  avet- 
ipd  lO  men  he  would  bave  ontaambered  Joseph's  bond,  and  wunld  probably  have 
optared  or  ext^nainated  It.  The  reason  Oibboo  had  so  small  a  force  was  that  Con- 
(nss  dameed  there  ehoold  be  but  2n,000  enlisted  men  in  all  the  Army,  and  that  7 
ncinente  of  eavaJry  should  have  100  men  per  company,  or  1,30S  to  a  regiment ;  tbe 
ocber  3  oavalry  reginieDte  70  per  company,  or  84&  to  a  regiment,  aod  tbat  tbe  remain- 
ia  iboald  be  divided  between  the  engineer,  artillery^,  and  irifautry  oampaoies  and 
erdnaoee  and  geoeral-aervioe  detachments.  Tbe  following  schedule,  showing  thedivis- 
ion  which  waa  made  under  this  law,  will  explain  why  companies  of  artillery  nod 
ibbntry  ar«  ao  anall : 

[Kxlract  from  Oensral  Orders  No.  47,  of  May  9,  1877.] 

To  bring  tbe  Army  down  to  tbe  standard  of  3S,0U0,  Id  aooordanoe  with  the  terms  of 
the  Act  of  Angnat  1&,  1S76,  the  following  ia  the  atandard  Qsed  for  all  organizations 
cieopt  cavaljy : 

Ealisted  men  of  engineers 200 

Enlisted  men  of  ordnanoe 350 

<>tdnane»-<er]gcaDts  at  pc«ta 114 

Conimiesary  eergeante  at  posts 148 

Haspiul-stewards 200 

West  Point  detacfamenta 200 

Kecmitiog- part  lea 300 

Indian  seoota 600 

Gnard  at  military  prison -.. 74 

@  enlisted  men  per  battery  tor  5  light  batteries  of  artillery , 385 

4-- enlisted  men  per  battery  for  5  batteries  at  tbe  artitlery-sohool S40 

>  enlisted  men  per  battery  for  50  l>atteriea  of  artillerv  and  6  enlisted  men  for 

Don-oommiiaioned  staff  at  each  of  5  regimental  beadq carters  of  artillery 1,935 

37  enlisted  men  per  company  for 250  cuniponitis  of  infantry  and  5  for  non-oom. 

misiloBed  staff  at  each  of  25  regimental  neadquartera  of  infantry 9.375 

lliera  are  already  regimental  an4  company  organixations  quite  enough  for  an  army 
of  50,090  enlisted  men.  Tbe  true  economy  and  efflciecoy  of  an  increase  is  illustrated 
by  a  Tecy  simple  example:  A  company  having  3  commieeioiied  officers,  5  sergeants,  4 
rnrporals,  with  mnsicians,  Jkc,  and  30  privates,  ia  at  a  poet  bnilt  for  one  company. 
There  an  quarters  enough  for  its  offlcem  and  barracks  enough  for  a  full  oompany. 
?ome  ebange  in  the  nature  of  the  military  service  ^lear  that  post  requires  that  the 
DDiBlMrof  enlisted  men  should  be  trebled.  Under  the  present  organization  two  more 
'"mpanka.  with  their  offlcers,  non-commissioned  otfloete,  &,c.,  must,  for  this  parpose, 
In  seotfrmn  other  poets  where  they  are  only  a  little  less  needed.  There  are  not  suffl- 
(WDt  4«arMrs or  accommodations  at  the  post  for  more  offlcers,  and,  if  tbe  emergency 
'>  to  eoathnic^  man  most  be  bnilt.  Now,  if  tbe  President  were  allowed  discretion  to 
■neatsHebaMsev  there  wonldbe  in  depot  a  body  of  reoroita  under  instruction,  from 
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which  a  iletBcbment  of  sixty  noold  be  sent  to  ofttiy  op  the  •trength  of  tbo  oompkuy . 
U>  the  required  number.  TbeoflloeTa  and  Don-commiiBlaned  officers  wonid  be  qnile  a« 
corapeteot  to  manage  uineiy  meii  na  tbtrty,  enil  no  mote  qnartera  wonld  be  neednl. 
Under  ttie  present  restrictions,  even  when  recruiting  is  not  sospended  fbr  want  of  an 
Army  appropriation,  reoruite  taouot  be  retaini-d  in  depot  long  euongh  to  be  drillml. 
The  Donipanv  orj^aniiticiooB  are  so  smalt,  that  tbey  must  be  maintained  at  the  ataadard 
allowed  by  drafting  reorn its  asfost  as  tbey  are  enlisted.  Recruits  often  join  their  com- 
panies while  on  active  duly  in  tba  ficM.  There  is  no  time  to  inatrnct  them  ;  tfaey  are 
tb  ere  fore  always  awkward  sDldiera,  and  ufbrn  become  discontented  and  worthlesa,  simply 
because  tbey  are  called  on  to  do  what  they  have  not  been  taugbt  bow  to  do.  Hence  a 
lartce  nomber  of  desertions. 

With  a  roHxiintiw  standard  of  .')0,000  men  a  sufficient  body  cinid  be  always  kept 
Dnder  instill cti on  in  diiti,  riding,  larget-practice,  guard-duty,  &.C.,  to  supply  traiont 
soldiers  for  lediiced  companies,  becnuse  tbe  emergency,  ei^cept  iu  a  great  war,  wontil 
seldom  require  Uiat  couipauies  sbonld  be  so  strong  elsewhere  tbaii  io  tbe  Indian  cnuu- 
try,  and  thus  a  malgin  would  be  allowed  for  a  number  of  recruits  to  be  kept  in  depot. 
Tbe  giving  tbe  President  discretiun  to  rarry  up  tbe  Army  toa  maximum  by  no  means 
supposes  tbat  it  will  necessarily  reach  so  high  a  number,  but  it  wiiuld  euabie  the  Pr««i- 
deut  to  avert  in  the  future  sucb  calamities  as  have  so  often  aboched  tbe  sense  of  tbe 
conntry — massacres  of  inadequate  bodies  of  troops  by  Indians— and  would  nndonbt- 
edly  be  a  large  saving  of  aioney  in  tbe  long  run.  One  example  of  such  saving  haa  jn«i 
been  supposMi  in  the  matter  of  trebling  the  strengtb  of  a  military  garriion  ;  another 
will  be  tuund  in  tbe  necessity  for  frrqnent  movements  of  small  bodies  of  troope  from 
point  to  point  during  tbe  recent  strikes  ;  still  another  in  the  movement-,  now  going  on, 
of  an  entire  regiment,  with  its  offieers,  baj^age,  Ac,  at  heavy  oost,  in  order  to  Hnpply 
about  four  hnndred  more  men  for  protecting  new  and  growing  settlementa  in  the  far 
Northwest  against  annihilation  by  the  savages.  If  tbe  companies  were  not  so  limited 
bn  laa,  the  saDie  nnmberof  recruita  added  to  a  regiment,  now  near  the  locality,  would 
■ocoinplish  tbe  purpose. 

Nor  Is  this  all.  Important  posts  are  frequently  left  for  a  considerable  leoglih  of  time 
with  n  guard  of  three  or  four  men,  at  serious  rish  of  disaster,  in  order  to  eke  oat  a  de- 
tachment sent  in  pursuit  of  Indians,  or  upon  some  other  nrgent  oooaaion.  A  ootable 
instance  of  this  kind  is  Fort  Benton,  on  the  Upper  UisHoun,  tbe  center  of  a  fcrowing 
and  already  important  commerce  with  the  British  Pruvincee,  as  well  as  the  sarnKiDd- 
ing  ooantry.  Colonel  Gibbon  was  forced  to  withdraw  tbe  one  small  oompany  which 
was  posted  there  for  its  protection,  leaving  it  without  defense. 

An  increase,  by  adding  new  companies  or  regiments,  wonld  not  remove  tha  diffieatty 
nnder  which  tbe  Army  now  labors,  but  would  only  euhance  it.  The  Army  dttes  not 
need  more  "  skeletons,"  but  it  does  need  to  have  its  p^ese□t  "  skeletoos  "  Ulled.  More- 
over, while  50,000  men  would  lie  ample  under  any  circnmstoooes  likely  to  arise,  the 
nomber  of  offioers  now  in  commission  la  snfflcieni.  for  50,000  enlisted  men,  altfaonoh  not 
too  many  for  tbe  number  of  existiug  organizations.  And,  again,  it  Is  not  at  airprob- 
able  tbat  there  will  be  50,000  men  in  tbe  Army  at  any  time,  or  that  appropriationa  will 
be  asked  for  tbat  number  ;  but  a  discretion  should  be  con  tided  to  the  President,  which 
would  enable  him  always  to  have  an  adequate  force  where  it  is  uei-ded.  The  well- 
attested  good  conduct  of  tbe  troops,  from  the  highest  in  rank  to  tbe  lowest,  under  all 
tbe  diflicult  cirenmstances  in  wbicn  tbey  have  been  placpd,  is  sufficient  guarantee  that 
tbey  will  be  a  bnlwaik  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  instead  of  iu  the  least  endaager- 
ingtbem,  Tbey  are  frequently  employed  as  the  moec  economical  and  trostwortby 
guards  that  can  be  found  for  tbe  public  treasure,  and  as  tbe  most  disinterested  and 
faithful  kind  of  poi»e  to  aid  United  States  officials. 

The  following  is  a  scheilule  upou  which  the  number  of  50,000  men  is  based.  It  ahows 
the  maximum  t(f  which  any  particular  organization  would  ever  be  carried.      In  actool 

Sractice  there  would  be  a  different  grading  of  oompanies,  &o.  For  Instanoe,  at  an  or- 
inory  post  where  active  service  is  not  required,  a  company  of  infantry  wuald  be 
allowed,  say  sixty  enlisted  men.  In  the  event  of  snob  company  being  tranaferred  to 
the  field,  it  would  be  increased  to  eighty  or  one  hnndred,  by  assignment  from  the  re- 
cruiting depot  of  wetl-drilled  recruits,  and  thus  its  efficiency  woobl  be  insured  in  any 
emergency  that  conld  arise. 

Cavalry  and  light  artillery  companies,  having  hnrsea  to  core  for,  need  more  m«D.  | 
Ten  cavalry  regiments,  (twelve  companies  eaoh,)  I^  enlisted  men  per  oom- 
pany     14,400 

Five  batteries  light  artillery,  120  enlisted  men  per  company .         GOt> 

Five  regiments  artillery,  (eleven  companies  each,}  100  enliatod  men  per  oom- 
pany      5,501) 

Twenty-five  regiments  infantry,  (ten  companies  eaCh,)  100  enlisted  men  per 

company S5,00» 

Detocbmeuts  of  ordnauoe el*t 

Indian  sconts 1,|K1> 

Engineer  battalion,  (Hve  companies,)  SO  enlisted  men  per  company 400 
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H liur^-prisnD  kQ"^ - 

lE'HiJUt-aleirmrds 

'■tduDce-«eT];eaDts ............... 

C<>aiDJiittrj-Krf(0>iita , 

•'igati  drlacb  niciit 

Ertniiu  nuder  ii 


I  BO*  n>p«ctfDl1f  anbmit  a  project  of  ad  Act  ivbicb  I  think  will  embody  the  above 


ANA 


r  for  tbe  iDcmM  of  lb«  military  eatabllsbmeot. 


Bf  I'  nmclnl  bf  lit  Senate  and  Soun  of  Beprmentatitea  of  the  UuUtd  Stalti  of  America 
II  I'mfTtn auembled,  Tbat  vbenever  thu PnwideDt  of  the  UiiiL«d  States  Hbnll  deem  it 
9M1VAU;,  he  it  herebj  aalhorized  to  inoreBae  tibe  Damerical  BtTenstb  of  anynortion  of 
!h--  Rmalar  Army  \iy  assigning  additional  enliated  men  thereto  :  Provided,  That  at  do 
lime  the  total  nnmber  of  enlialed  men  of  the  Regular  Army  shall  exceed  fifty  thoaesQd. 


I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  »ir,  very  respectfally,  yoar  obedient 


Tb«  Hon.  Sbcbstarv  of  War. 


B.  D,  TOWsiENU, 

AdjuUiHt-Gmitral. 


—SUttanent  aluncing  number  of  detertions  from  the  United  States  Army 
during  the  fiscal  gear  ending  June  3U,  1877. 


t\iat(;aialtr 90 

SfCondCavalrs 167 

Tbinl  Caraliy'. 170 

[unrth  CBTsln 184 

Fifth  Caialry 234 

NilhCaTalTT 71 

SrtmthCaTalry 172 

EiglilhCaTalry 174 

^lDthC■r•]^y 6 

Tenth  CaTaltr IB 

I'lni  Artillwy 4H 

Srfood  Anillery 451 

Third  Artillery 33 

liHinh  ArtilWy 41 

Fifib  Artillery 33 

Finl  Infautry 14 

>«uDd  Ir,&utry !« 

Tbiid  lorintry 4S 

t'oanb  Inbniry 86 

Fiflh  Infantry 18 

>uUilafintrT 11 

^FCr  nth  Infantry 45 

Ejflith  Infauti; 30  i 

Cani«d  Gorward 1,768  [ 


BrooKbt  forward 1,768 

Ninth  Infautry 59 

Tenth  lufaotry 22 

Eleveuth  Infantry 30 

Twelfth  Infantry 11 

Tbirteeoth   lufantry 24 

FonrWonTh  Infantry 45 

lf'ift«entb  Infantry 30 

Sixteenth  Infantry 70 

Seventeen tb  Infantry ....  27 

Eighteenth  Infantry 37 

Nineteenth  Infnntry 24 

Twentieth  Iiifjintry 22 

Twenty-first  Infantry 19  , 

Twenty^eeco'id  Infantry 23 

Twenty-third  Infantry 42 

Twenty-fuurtb  lufantry 7 

Twenty-fifth  Infantry 9 

Signal  service 2 

General  Be rvice,  infantry 83 

General  Berviae,  mnnnted  ......   --  147 

DetBcbmentB,  West  Point 10 

Detacbinents, Fort  LeaTenworth...  3 
GtiDeral   N.   C.    S.,   United    States 

Total 2,516 


VoTK,— UaHer-ralls  of  Companies  "M,"  Fonrth  Artillery,  and  "  C,"  Twenty-first  lu- 
^Kiry ,lbr  Uaj  and  June,  19i7,  not  yet  received.  No  estimate  made  for  tbes«  oompa- 
Biffl  in  above  Sgarea. 

^ggnicitt  DDmber  of  dewrtions  from  United  States  Army,  fiaoal  year  ending— 

J5n.i30,l«3 7,271 

Jew  30, 1974 4,606 

Jflne  30,1875 U,fi2] 

Job.  30, 1876 1,844 

The  ODinber  of  desertions  has  becD  steudily  UimiDisbiDg  each  year 
•'me«  the  cIom  of  tbe  war.     It  will  eotnewbHt  exceed  tbis  year  the  doiu- 
Ikt  of  last  year ;  bat  an  ezamiDation  of  the  detailed  list  of  this  year 
4^  /-I 
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will  show  tbat  much  the  greater  proporttno  of  desertions  is  fVom  the 
regiments  of  cav.tlry  wbich  were  increased  by  act  of  Goncress  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  Sioux  war  lu»t  fall.  Tbe  2,500  men  thus  specially 
aathorized  to  be  raised  were  so  urgently  needed,  and  the  time  for  re- 
crniting  them  so  very  short,  th»t  tbe  usual  precautions  to  avoid  eolist- 
ing  any  but  good  men  bad  to  be  relaxed.  The  result  was,  increased 
desertion  and  a  large  number  of  discharges  on  the  plea  of  minority;  bat 
for  this  the  number  of  desertions  this  year  would  have  beeu  at  least  as 
small  as  for  any  year  siuce  tbe  war. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND. 

AdfUtant-Omeral. 


D. 


Amutant-Obkeral's  OrFicB, 

fl'tuUnglon,  October  10,  ISTJ. 


Stalement  nbowiiiK  the  number  of  minora  discbarged  from  tha  Armf  from  Jumuy 
1, 1S76,  to  October  1,  1877,  inolaBive : 

JuDorr  1,  1876,  to  December  31,  ;876 IW 

JaDDUf  1,  1«77,  to  October  1,  1877 150 

Total ffiS 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

jliffudM  (-  tientTiU. 


War   DKPAItTVKNT, 
AlMUX*NT-G)tKKIUL,'S  OFFICB, 

Watkiiigtoii,  OoMmt  16, 1877. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  snggeat  that  yoa  reoommaud  to  CoDgreee  tbe  entkctment  of  ft  law 
removlog  tbe  leatriotion  sb  to  tbe  namber  of  officers  aliowed  oo  tbe  Army  retired'liM. 
Section  1258,  Revised  gtatatee,  ipage  2td,)  flies  the  wbole  Dumber  at  ^100,  at  an;  od« 
time.  There  are  oow,  in  additioa  to  that  namber,  wbicb  is  foil,  Bfty-seven  aifsitiDf 
retlremeut,  as  follows : 

Officers  who  have  been  eiamieed  by  a  retiring-board  and  found  unfit  for  active  wrr- 
ice.  thirly-three,  (:J3.)  ' 

OQloem  who  are  eligible  by  reasoa  of  age  or  length  of  service,  and  who  desire  to  be 
retired,  sevea,  (7.) 

OtUcers  who  woold  probably  be  foond  fit  subjeote  for  retirement  if  examined  bf  i 
board,  but  wbo  have  not  yet  been  examined,  seventeen,  (17.) 

Total  nnniber  who  would  be  retired  if  tbe  limit  were  removed,  flfty •seven, (57.) 
There  ma;  be  others  whose  cases  have  not  been  definitely  reported. 

All  these  officers,  though  incapable  of  doing  duty,  ure  in  receipt  of  fnll  pay;  wtien  if 
on  tbe  retired-list  the;  would  be  entitled  to  seventy-flve  per  oentom  of  foil  pay. 

The  conditions  ot  retirement  now  left  to  the  President's  discretion  are  ampls  to 
meet  ever;  need  of  the  service.  The  President  can  retire  an;  officer  of  sixty-two  jean 
of  age,  or  foriy-flve  years  of  service,  if  he  deems  him  inefficient;  but  if  not,  thegorem- 
ment  can  continue  to  make  use  of  tbe  experience  and  knowledge  of  such  offloer. 

A  retiring- board  can  determine  tbe  efflcienc;  of  an;  other  officer  the  President  mif 
snmmou  belbre  it,  and,  upon  the  judgment  of  tbe  board  that  suuh  officer  is  unfit  fbr 
service,  the  President  can  retire  bim. 

The  Presideut  can  retire  any  officer,  who  makes  application,  aft«r  haviDg  served 
thirty  years. 

No  other  provision  ia  necessary  to  secure  the  healthy  condition  of  the  active-list  ol 
cooimissioned  officers,  and  all  that  Is  needed  is  to  leave  the  number  that  ma;  be  boras 
on  the  retired-list,  at  an;  time,  unlimited,  or  at  tbe  discretion  of  the  President. 
I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  sir,  ver;  respectfully,  your  ot>edient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEHD, 
A^ulaitt-  Gai«ral. 
The  Hon.  Sbcretarv  OP  War.  i 
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I-ASyOAL  REPORT  OF  TBE  INSPECTOE-GENERAI.  OP  THE 
ARMT  FOR  THE  TEAK  1877. 

BSADQUABTEBS  OP  THE  ABUT  OF  TOR  TTnITBD  STATES, 

Imspbctob-Gbn&bai.'s  Oppice, 
Waxkinglon,  D.  C,  October  9, 1877. 
Sis:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  diiriog  the  past  year  the  offlcera 
oftbe  iDspector- General's  Department  have  beeu  stationed  and  employed 
3i  rollowti: 

Tbu  DDdersigoed  has  been  in  charge  of  the  office  at  headquaitera  in 
this  rity,  and  has  been  engagi^d  during  the  year  in  the  ordinary  daties 
I>eruiDing  to  the  office,  besides  making  several  special  inspections  and 
iDvestigations  under  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Inspector-General  D.  B.  Sacket,  who  hna  been  stationed  at  the  head- 
<|aarterii  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  has  been  basily  occapied, 
miller  tlie  orders  of  the  Lieutenant  General,  in  making  inspections  of 
jKistfi,  eeiDet«rieB,  troops,  antl  disbursing- officers'  accounts,  vith  other 
iluties  rievolving  upon  his  office. 

lusppctnr  General  E.  Schriver  has  beeu  stationed  at  the  headquarters 
Jlilitary  Division  of  the  Pacific,  and  performing  his  duties  under  the 
orders  of  the  general  commanding  that  division. 

Inspector  (Ifueral  N.  H.  Davis  liaa  been  actively  occupied  during  the 
Tear,  in  making  numerous  inspections,  under  the  orders  of  the  general 
romoiaudiDg  the  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  and  in  making  special 
jQVf^tigationa  under  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 

AHxistant  Ina(>ector-General  Roger  Jones  remained  on  duty  at  the 
beailqnarters  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic  until  the  15th  January, 
I'^M,  vhen  he  waa  transferred  to  this  office,  as  my  assistant,  where  be 
bi»  reitiained  on  duty  ever  since. 

A<«iiiittant  Inspector-General  Absalom  Baird  has  been  stationed  at 
ihf  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  and  has  beeu  ac- 
tively occupied  in  the  duties  of  his  office,  ouder  the  orders  of  the  Lieu- 
ifuatit  General.       , 

Asnistant  Ina|>eGtor-Generat  E.  H.  Ludingtoo  was,  from  October  1  to 
Itecfinher  I,  1876,  apon  sick-leave,  and  reported  for  duty  on  the  latter 
il^ti'  at  the  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific-  On  the  26th 
iK-ember,  1876,  be  was  granted  a  sick-leave  bv  order  from  those  head- 
4iarier»,  which  leave  has  been  extended  from  month  to  month,  on  cer- 
liljcates  of  disability,  until  the  present  time. 

The  following-named  officers  have  been  ou  dbty  as  acting  assistant 
ioiipector  generals : 

Lieatenant-Oolonel  A.  D.  Nelson,  12tb  Infantry,  in  Department  of 
i>akota  since  last  anunal  report. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Van  Yoast,  16th  Infantry,  in  Department 
It  the  South  until  December  8,  1876,  when  he  was  relieved  hy  Special 
Oiilera  No.  253,  Adjutant  General's  Office. 

Lientenant-Ck)lonel  John  S.  Mason,  4th  Infantry,  iu  Department  of 
Tt-xaM  since  last  annual  report. 

Lieiitenant-Uolonel  W.  B.  Koyall,  3d  Cavalry,  detailed  for  service  in 
Itfl-artraent  of  the  Platte,  by  Si>ecial  Orders  No.  233,  Adjutant-Gen- 
-rais  Office,  November  8, 1876. 

Major  James  Biddle,  6th  (Javalry,  in  Department  of  Arizona  since  last 
HDfinal  report. 

Major  Richard  Arnold,  5th  Artillery,  detailed  tor  service  in  Military 
l)ivision  of  the  Atlantic,  by  Special  Orders  Na  22,  Adjutant-General's 
Office,  Jaooary  30, 1877.  ,  .  , 
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Cnptaia  M.  B.  Russell,  Otfa  InfMiitry,  in  DeparlmeDt  of  ttie  Gulf  siuce 
last  annaal  report. 

Major  E.  0.  Mhboii,  2l8t  Infantry,  detailed  for  service  in  Department 
of  the  Uoiamhia,  by  Special  Orders  No.  29,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 
Febraary  8, 1877. 

Thcae  officers  bave  been  engaged  in  iDHpectiiiK  troops,  accounts  of 
diabnr^i UK* officers,  and  id  performing  tUe,  other  dutiem  pertaining  to  tlie 
insiiectiuii  braoch  of  tbo  service,  under  tlie  onlers  of  their  respective 
dejiartuieut  eoiuinanders. 

The  diminished  streD^tb  of  the  companies  in  the  artillery  anil  in- 
fantry arms  of  service,  the  great  dis|)ersion  of  tlie  troops,  aud  the 
consequent  small  garrisons  at  many  of  the  (losts,  with  the  ueceHsity  of 
their  almost  constant  employment  in  building,  repairing  quarters,  aud 
other  labor.  Lave  prevented  them  fnmi  drilling;  as  much  as  ihey  other- 
wise might  have  done;  but  a  good  state  of  discijiline  has,  as  h  general 
rule,  been  kept  up,  and  more  target-practice  has  been  attained  than 
hereto  I  ore. 

The  iuspectioD  reports  indicate  that  many  offii-ers  are  of  tbe  opiuiun 
that  {be  carbine  issued  to  our  cavalry  soldiers.is  not  as  eUfctivo  an  arm, 
either  in  range  or  accuracy,  as  the  rifie-nmsket.  ■ 

Assistant  Insjiector-Geueral  Baird,  in  his  annual  report,  sjieaks  tis 
follows  on  this  subject : 

"I  have)[ivei]  maoh  atfefntion  to  thin  matter.  Bod,  by  way  of  uiperimeiil,  1  bavefre- 
qoeutlv  GHirlecI  Ihe  iofuiilry  riflo  -n  borwb>('k,  witbunt  tbe  Irast  dinronitnrl,  hIiuie 
with  tbe  niDzzle  npirnril  HlaDfc  Ibe  bark.  Ihnint  b  a  8tirra|>  «n  tbe  ori'iiiarj  cu"-"''")! 
of  the  cavalry  carbloe;  and  I  Teel  confidi'iit  ttat  aravslry  goldier  can  carry  on  borw- 
baok,  on  bit  on'D  persoD,  a  nun  iia  bi^avv  ah  that  carried  by  tbe  iuraiilry  anldier.aud 
with  the  same  ease.  I  am  likewise  satislied  that  an  arm  fmm  foar  to  aix  iiicheH  hmttt 
in  the  barrel  thau  auy  of  tlie  carliinen  now  iu  nite  oan  b«  nianiiged  on  boreitbnck  «i'h- 
ont  inconvenience.  With  micb  a  neapon,  uor  mouuted  truupa  could  niBi  t  any  envm^ 
with  the  cooQdeLoe  of  men  who  feel  tbey  bave  aa  eqnal  obaitce  wlih  tbeir  adversar)'," 

There  has  been  considerable  improvement  in  liarracks  and  quariei's 
for  the  comfort  of  tbe  troops  at  mauy  «f  the  iiusts,  especially  in  Arizunu, 
(hiring  the  past  year;  and  storehonses  bave  been  put  in  coiiditi»n  lo 
give  better  protection  to  public  property  than  heretofore. 

There  is  uo  doubt  that  tbe  praiitical  operation  of  tlie  act  of  May  1''), 
1872,  requiring  paymasters  to  receive  on  deposit  the  savings  of  eiiltstetl 
men,  which  the  government  holds  itself  liable  for  to  the  deiiositors  at 
the  expimtion  of  their  terms  of  enlistment,  wijli  tour  t>er  cent,  interenl 
on  the  Name,  and  which  can  only  be  forfeited  by  desertion,  has  tende<l 
to  make  the  soldiers  more  frugal,  as  well  as  mure  contente<l,  and  pre 
vented  many  of  them  from  deserting  or  squandering  their  pay  in  uselexs 
or  demoralizing  indulgences.  The  amount  deposited  by  soldiers  witb 
paymasters  <liiriug  the  |iast  fiscal  yeiir  was  $'i'2&,5ii5.Q5,  or  an  average 
of  to8.l5  for  each  depositor. 

I  take  tbe  liberty  of  again  inviting  attention  to  tbe  important  subject 
of  the  employment  of  soldiers  as  servants  for  officers  at  remot*!  miliiary 
posts  in  the  Indiau  and  mining  districts  of  the  West,  wbiuh  topic  was 
set  forth  in  detail  in  my  three  previous  annual  reports. 

TTuder  section  14  ot  the  act  of  July  15,  liJ7(),  it  is  unlawful  for  an  offi- 
cer to  use  an  enlisted  man  as  a  servant  in  any  case  whatever.  Before 
this  enactment,  the  Army  Begnlatii>ns  permitted  a  company  officer  to 
take  a  soldier  as  waiter,  (with  the  soldier's  consent,}  and  tbe  man  thus 
employed  was  so  reported  und  mustered,  with  a  view  to  having  tbe 
amount  of  bis  pay  and  allowances  charged  to  the  officer  eiaployiDg  him. 

Since  the  prohibitory  enactment,  frequent  emergencies  of  service  havo 
arisen  where  it  has  been  absolutely  impossible  for  officer-'  '.o  hire  civilian 
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snriintg  at  Roy  price,  nnd  tfae.T  have  beeti  driven  to  tlie  alteroative  of 
perfonniuf!  Gervauts'  work  themaelvea  and  neglecting  their  a]>|>ropriate 
dytiftt,  or  vioUtiug  the  law  bv  nsiiig  the  voluntary  lHl>or  of  BoldierH.  It 
vouJtl,  for  pxample,  be  a  violation  of  the  law  if  an  offli^r  eiii|iloyed  and 
paid  HD  enlisted  man,  who,  with  his  own  volition  and  desire,  in  the  io- 
lerralsof  miliUtry  duty,  ahonld  perforin  stirvaiit's  work  for  liim.  The 
officer  DiuBt.  therefore,  when  he  oaunot  |>rocure  the  services  of  a  civilian, 
riiber  ft<ed  and  fcroom  bis  own  horse,  cook  hi»  own  aiealti,  wash  hie  owo 
InifD,  black  bis  own  boots,  and  perforin  all  oiber  necessary  seivant's 
work,  whicb  would  leave  hiui  bui  little  time  toatteud  to  the  cares  of  bis 
meu  and  bis  other  military  duties,  or  be  must  take  the  responsibility  of 
tgiiuiiiig  the  statute. 

Further  argutneuta  were  adduced  in  my  two  previous  annual  re[K»rCs, 
linjiig  to  prove  the  expediency  and  necettsity  for  legislation  which  wifl, 
miller  certain  circumstances  and  proper  regulations,  authorize  the  em- 
Iiti>Tmeat  of  soldiers  as  servants  by  ufflcera. 

Tbose  officers  who  are  serving  at  stations  within  the  settlements, 
Tbtre  servants  can  be  hired  at  moderate  wages,  are  not  materially 
affected  hy  the  u|>eration  of  this  law ;  bnt  it  is  those  who  are  doing  duty 
I'D  the  remote  frontier,  ])erforming  the  rongli  work  of  cam^taigniug  in 
ibe hostile  Indian  districts,  thalsuQ'er  from  it;  and  complaints  of  tbeir 
iuHtiilJty  to  secure  civilian  servants  are  general. 

lu  view  of  the  foregoing,  1  Hgaiii  most  res|>ect fully,  but  urgently, 
rniwaieiid  a  re))eal  of  the  law  before  cited,  wnich  would  doubtless  meet 
ili«  exigencies  of  the  service  by  placing  the  subject  where  it  iormerly 
'ii.i,  when  no  evil  was  known  to  result  from  the  working  of  the  system. 
As  a  niensure  of  justice  to  the  department  of  which  I  bave  the  honor 
to  be  the  senior  otBcer,  and  in  acuordance  with  the  wishes  of  every  offi- 
wriii  thedei)artment,  I  beg  leave  to  solicit  tbe  attention  of  the  General 
■ji  tbe  Ariuy  and  the  honorable  Secretary  of  Wai  to  the  remarks  con- 
tiiiut^  in  my  last  annual  report  relative  f  >  tbe  insnffi>^ienoy  of  the  nuiu- 
^T  and  rank  of  the  officers  of  the  Ius|iector  General's  Department,  as 
!anl  by  the  act  of  June  23,  1874,  which  were  as  follows: 

'  B5  the  act  af  Jaaa23, 1874,  the  Inspactor-GeDeritl'B  DeporLmeot  wm  reduced  from 
» 'irKuiiiatiiiD  coaiiiBtirig  of  fife  coloiielfl,  three  lieuteaant-c  louels,  and  two  m^ors, 
il^D  ufflecrs,)  to  one  embracing* one  cnlooel,  two  lieilt«uBilti-colODela,  ftod  two  iii|^ors. 
ThH  THlactioo  to  bfi  b;  ciuiialtiHH,  and  uo  oew  BppolDtiiieDta  are  antborJEHil  uutil  Uie 
iJirrgal.  Bball  be  onlj  fiv,.  ,.fli™r... 

"Nunc  of  Ifae  iospecCorH  geaurHl  in  oor  Army  siuce  the  war  of  Ir'VZ,  and  priiir  to  the 
n-Hlion,  hid  a  Iims  it>'a'le  of  raok  than  tliat  af  colonel,  and  i(  it  Ijelieved  that  a  proper 
oivhirgenf  ihe  iinportAiit  duties  of  an  iiiHiirolorcaauot  beEfflcieiitly  ti«cured  through 
!>'  *K»c;  of  officers  of  infrnor  rank,  InUevI,  it  oaiinoi.  be  espeuteil  Chat  offloers  of 
tiprhrneeandhiitli  nuikwill  eheerfniiy  Hobmlt  tii  the  Criticisms  of  iuHpeotoi-e  who  aro 
mnch  jiiniot  to  ihemaelvis ;  for  example,  a  colociel  (rotiid  uot  be  lik>-ly  to  accede  with 
t  K'«>d  gnee  to  h»viuK  his  action  InveallKated  by  a  captain.  It  is  cuutrary  to  hnmao 
:___ .  jii^j  jjj^  o|iinioue,  connsel,  and  advice  of  aa  inspeotor-nBDpral,  which  a — 


■^  important  in  p  ninoting  concord,  aettllnK  mooted  qneationa,  seaoririK  judioiouB  re- 
'orauaDd  uniformity  in  th«  perfiirinance  of  military  duties,  cunld  achieve  as  good  re- 
■^u,  rir  Im  rnc'  ived  iritb  u  mncb  reaptict,  if  the  iuapecCur  did  uut  possess  ouosidera- 
'''•'Tiiik  md  ri{){iiiiy  ■  f  character. 

'  Raiik.  In  uur  Army,  M  a  k*'""'^'  "'^^-  carrifs  with  it  military  aot|nirement«,  profea- 
iiiiual  uaDding.  aud  peisoim]  as  well  aa  official  neight ;  all  of  which  ure  ea-eutial  to 
■  •BcecMfnl  iDspecIor-Keperal.  Hanoe,  it  in  balieved  that  th«  present  c  >mp»itiTiun  of 
^^  iiuprctoT'general's  department  and  the  rank  of  its  otScers  are  00  )[reatrr  Lhan  ia 
''"'■'-Ij  nrra— rj  In  iiianre  a  proper  diitcharKKnf  the  ini|iortant  and  manifold  duties 
'kvolviag  apDd  it,  aad  that  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  June  £),  1874,  would  KreatlyooDdaoe 
10 <IBci<a(ir, moDomy,  and  afaithfnl  perf'irmance of  dmy  in  tbe  Army.  But  should 
'^Ofsalof  Un  act  allndivl  to  be  denmed  iueipedient,  a  much  better  orf{anizatloD 
tw  tbe  pannkoenl  eatabliithment  than  that  pnmcriboil  by  tbe  aot  of  .Ian  •  2:1,  1B74, 
*<wid  be  to  bATB  the  Hve  ottcorH  invttated  with  the  ranknf  colonel,  and  no  UentenaDt- 
*"'°mI*  «r  m^fn  after  the  present  incutnbButa  abatl   bave  been  pivmoted.    Thi* 
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would  reqaire  detail*  of  liue-offlcen  to  act  as  department  iniippctora.  Tbvse  oSctirs 
abonld  baveasfaich  rank  aa  m^or«,  and  be  selected  hy  theOeDiTHl'iu-Chief,  perlotlicaltj-, 
for  tbeir  tItneM  for  the  aervica.  This  woald  preserve  t«  tlie  department  an  experienced 
body  of  o&lcere,  nliile  tbe  line  wnnld  proBt  by  a  B^vBtem  uf  dt-tails  wbich  ir<inld, fram 
time  to  time,  ftfibrd  a  rbaiitte  of  service  caloulated  to  relievo  tbe  bardsbipt  and  manai- 
ony  of  frontier  and  garriaon  life.  Besides,  tbis  system  noiild  serve  as  an  incentive 
for  line-ofHoerB  to  qualify  themselvee  for  tbe  dHlaila,  jtnd  tbo  practical  knowled);ethey 
woald  receive  as  aciing  araistant  inspectorS'fcencrBl  wonld  furnisb  a  body  of  inatrnctt^ 
offlcere  from  wbicb  good  selections  conid  be  made  to  &11  vacancies  in  tbe  regnlai  estab- 
lisbmeDt." 

And  ia  tbis  connection  it  is  deemed  pertinent  to  add,  tliat,  although 
OoDgreiis  has  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  the  head  of  ever;  other  corps 
aud  department  the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  the  auderaigtied  has 
never  before  m»de  an  eflbrt  to  have  the  grade  of  his  rank  advanced, 
and  he  now  disclaims  being  itiflaenced  b;  any  personal  aspirations  in 
that  direction ;  but,  as  he  believes  it  will  be  conceded  by  the  antboritiea 
that  the  duties  devolving  upon  the  senior  inspector-general  of  the  Armj' 
are  fully  as  im[)ortant,  and  require  as  much  professional  culture,  study, 
and  labor  as  those  performed  by  most  of  tbe  heads  of  other  bureaus  of 
the  War  Department,  be  has  been  unable  to  perceive  any  good  reaaon 
why  this  signal  discrimination  should  have  been  made  and  perpetuated. 

Rumors  of  Indian  depredations  have  frequently  been  circolated  as 
occurriug  in  Arizona  during  tbe  past  year,  many  of  which  are  doubtless 
withont  foandatioQ,  as  the  following  extract  from  the  annaal  report,  of 
the  acting  assistant  inspector-general  of  that  department  shows : 

"I  have  traveled  over  all  tbe  Territory  and  bave  never  been  troubled,  nor  have  I  come 
acrow  a  hostile  Indian.  There  have  been  some  murders  reported  as  ooramitled  bj  In- 
dians, bnt  I  aui  fully  oonviuced  ihat  at  leant  one-half  of  tbese  are  committed  by  Meii- 
oana  and  desperadoes,  and  attributed  to  tbe  Indiana  to  allay  suspicion  and  armt  pui^ 
sait  of  tbe  gnilty  parties." 

Tbis  officer  also  remarks  regarding  Indian  scouta : 

"There  are  four  companies  in  tbis  department,  Ibrea  of  which  I  have  inspected.  1 
think  th*y  make  ennd  and  el^cient  soldiers  when  they  act  with  white  troops — alone 
they  are  not  reliable ;  and  without  tbrm  tbe  white  troops  are  almoet  helpleia  in  tbe 
pursuit  of  Indians,"  [And  for  tbe  reason  that  wbite  men  do  not  easily  learn  tbe  art  of 
tracking,  or  cimiprebeiidioE  the  Indian  signs,  dtc]  "Miicb  inforuiatiuu  has  been  ob- 
tained l>y  tbe  scouting  in  tbis  department,  and  now  (here  is  no  part  of  the  Territory 
where  Indians  aie  likely  to  barbor  that  troops  canuot  go  and  Bud  water." 

The  initpertiouR  of  the  accounts  of  disbursiiig-ofiicers,  reqiiirwi  by  tbe 
act  of  April  'JO,  1874,  have  generally  been  madi^  quiirterly  throughout 
tbe  Army.  These  inspectionH  have  promoted  care  in  tbe  system  of  keep- 
ing accouutH,  AN  well  as  having  inculcated  a  more  faitbtul  compliance 
with  tlie  laws  aud  the  Treasury  regulations  affecting  disbursements  aud 
deposits. 

The  reports  of  the  inspection  of  these  accounts  are  herewith  sub- 
mitted, ready  to  be  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the  Seci-etary  of  War, 
aa  required  by  tbe  law. 

Copies  of  the  annual  reports  of  the  inspecting-ofBcers  for  tbe  last  year, 
80  far  as  they  have  been  received,  are  herewith  transmitted.  They  con- 
tain much  important  iulbrnialion  regxrding  the  present  condition  of 
military  affairs  in  our  Army,  and  vaUmble  sticgestions  regarding  modi- 
fications and  changes  in  certain  details  of  tbe  nervice,  which  I  most  re- 
apectfiitly  commend  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  General  of 
tbe  Army  and  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

R.  B.  MAECY, 
Inspector-  Oeneral. 

To  tbe  ADJPTANT.dESERAL, 

United  Stat^  Armg. 


>ndty  Google 
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1.-RBP0RT  OF  LIBDTENANT-GBNERAL  P.  H.  SHERIDAN. 

Hbadqcabterb  Military  Division  op  tub  Missoubi, 

Chicago,  IIU.,  October  25,  1877. 

General:  I  have  tlie  boDor  to  submit,  for  the  iuf'ormatiun  of  tbe  Gen- 
Mai  of  the  Army,  the  folluwiog  brief  report  of  eveuts  owjurring  tvithin 
;he  Militarj  Division  of  tbe  Miasnuri  since  the  2otli  nf  November,  1376, 
tbe  (JHte  or  my  limt  aonnal  report. 

Tbt  dirifiioii  is  con8titute<1  tbe  same  as  last  year,  with  tbe  exception 
that  the  Department  of  the  Guir,  formerly  attached  to 'tbe  Military  Di- 
Tision  of  the  Mixsouri,  was  transferred  to  the  Divitiion  of  the  Atlantic, 
lie  direction  of  the  President,  in  General  Orders  So.  42,  Headquarters 
of  Ibe  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  May  1,  1877. 

lu  m;  last  anonal  re|K>rt  I  stated  thiit  General  Crook  was  then  in  tbe 
Geld  oiwrsting  agaiuBt  the  Northern  Cheyeunes  anil  Sioux,  and  that  I 
hoped  for  good  resnlts  from  a  cavalry  column  coinposed  of  companies 
of  tbe  Second,  Third,  Fonrtb,  and  Fifth  Cavalry,  under  tbe  command  of 
CoLK.S. Mackenzie,  Fourth  Cavalry.  In  this  I  was  not  mistaken  ;  for 
Iste  in  November  Colonel  Mackenzie  surprised  a  large  Cheyenne  village, 
and,  after  a  sharp  fight  in  which  about  thirty  Indians  were  killed,  com- 
(ilKtel;  routed  tbe  baud  and  destroyed  their  village  of  173  lodges,  with 
all  tbeir  contents.  Onr  Iobh  iu  thiti  aetion  was  one  officer  and  five  men 
killed, and  twenl^-flve  men  wounded.  For  detiiils,  see  the  reitort  of  the 
department  commander  and  subordinate  reportK. 

During  tbe  mouths  of  December  and  Janaary  tbe  hostile  Intlians 
»era  constantly  harassed  by  the  troops  uniler  Col.  N.  A.  Miles,  Fifth 
lufiuitry,  whose  headquarters  were  at  the  mouth  of  Tongue  fiiver,  and 
«tio  bail  two  sharp  engagements  with  them,  one  at  Redwater  and  tbe 
other  near  Hanging  Woman's  Fork,  inflicting  iieavy  looses  in  men,  anp- 
flieH,  and  animals. 

This  constant  (Ktnndiug  and  sleepless  activity  upon  the  part  of  our 
troops,  (Colonel  Mili-s  in  particular,)  in  midwinter,  began  to  tell,  and 
fir\y  ill  February,  1877,  information  was  communicated  which  led  me 
!o  k'lteve  that  tlie  Indians  iu  general  were  tired  of  tbe  war.  and  that 
ilie  lar-e  bodies  heretofore  in  the  field  were  beginning  to  break  up.  On 
ibe  25th  of  that  montii  220  lod)it^s  of  Minneeonjons  and  S:iiia  Arcs  came 
ill  aiid  8arrendere<l  to  the  tnwps  at  Cheyemie  agency,  Dak.  They  were 
raoipletely  disarmed,  their  horses  taken  iVoni  theiri,  and  tbey  were  put 
uiider  gnard,  and  this  system  was  carried  out  with  nil  who  aflerward 
ftinte  in  to  surrender  within  the  Departmen's  of  Dukuta  and  the  Platte. 
I'roin  the  lat  of  March  to  The  21st  of  the  same  month  over  2,200  Indians, 
IU  deLtchiuents  of  from  30  to  9U0,  came  in  and  surrendered  at  Camps 
^hrriditD  and  Koliinaon,  in  tbe  Department  of  tbe  Pl.itte,  and,  on  the 
-M  itf  April,  303  Cheyennes  came  iu  and  surrendered  to  Colonel  Miles, 
dt  the  cantonment  on  Tongue  Biver,  iu  the  Department  of  Dakota,  and 
lourr  were  re|mrted  on  tbe  way  in  to  give  themiielves  up.  Finally, on  the 
*^th  of  May.  Cruzy  Horse,  with  889  of  bis  people  and  2,000  [tonies,  came 
IU  to  Camp  Bobiuson  and  surrendered  to  General  Crook  in  person. 

hi  the  mean  time  Colonel  Miles,  having  had  informution  of  the  where- 
xbonlsuf  Lame  Deer's  band  of  hostile  Bious,  snrpriseil  bis  ('anip,  kill- 
i'lft  U  irarriors  including  Lame  Deer  and  Iron  Star,  the  two  principal 
cliief-(,ca[iluriiig  4oO  ponies  and  destroying  5L  loilges  and  their  coD- 
tvutH.  I  uia.t  mention  here  that  thia  band  eomnieuced  to  surrender,  in 
im^ll  aqnads  from  two  to  twenty,  immediately  tlieivafter,  until  at  length, 
0Qiheluthof8e|>teinher,  the  last  of  the  hand,  numbering 224,  constantly 
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followed  and  {irfssed  hy  troops  from  the  command  of  Colonel  Miles, 
surrendered  at  Camp  Sheriilaii. 

Tbe  Sionx  war  vas  now  over.  Sitting  Bull  went  nnrtli  of  tbe  Mis- 
Bonri  into  British  America  witb  liis  own  amnll  band  and  other  bostiles, 
tbe  number  of  vbom  cannot  be  exactly  told,  and  is  now  near  Wood 
Mountain.  From  tbe  Iniliaiis  who  eurrendei'ed  at  the  B«;d  Cloud  and 
Spotted  XhiI  agencien,  about  1,000  of  the  Northern  Cheyennt^s  elected  tn 
go  to  tho  Southern  Indian  Territory,  and  were  sent,  nuder  escort  from 
the  Fourth  Cavjilry,  to  Fort  Eeno,  on  the  North  Canndian.  Tbe  bal- 
ance remain  as  yet  at  tbe  agencies,  and  the  amall  baud  of  Cbeyenues 
who  surrenderetl  at  Ton{;ue  Biver  are  still  there. 

Tbe  question  of  the  removal  of  the  Ued  Cloud  and  S|H>tted  Tall 
agencies  from  Camps  Bobinson  and  Sheridan,  respectively,  to  some  other 
and  more  accexsible  location,  like  the  Missouri  River,  is  one  of  consider- 
able imjiortance;  but  there  ib  a  fair  prosiiect  of  its  successful  accom- 
plishmeiit,  at  least  for  this  winter. 

During  tbe  month  of  Jnly  I  took  occasion  to  pass  throngh  the  Big 
Horn  Mountains,  reached  post  No.  2  at  tbe  junction  of  the  BicHorn 
and  Little  Horn  Rivers,  and  thence  proceeding  down  the  Big  Horn  and 
Yellowstone  Rivers,  I  inspected  post  No,  I,  or  the  caotoDinent  on 
Tougne  River,  from  which  |K>int  Colonel  Miles  bad  carried  on  the  pre- 
c^ling  winter's  campaign.  Both  these  posts  are  being  pushed  forward 
with  the  utmost  vigor,  and  have  been  and  will  bo  of  iucatcnlnble  im- 
portance in  closing  np  the  troubles  in  the  Sioux  country.  1  have  already 
made  a  report  regarding  this  trip,  which  renders  unnecessary  anything 
more  than  a  mere  mention  of  it  in  this  document. 

TTiwu  my  arrival  at  BiHmarck,Dakota  Territory,  I  recei  veil  intelligeuce 
of  the  labor-riota  in  Chicago,  and  at  once  hastened  there  by  special 
train.  It  appears  that  on  the  22d  of  July  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War  bad  instructed  General  Terry,  by  telegraph,  to  dirert  the  six  com- 
panies of  the  Twenty-second  Infantry,  then  en  route  to  their  stations  m 
tbe  Military  Division  of  tbe  Atlantic,  to  stop  in  Chicago.  Two  of  tbein 
re-acbed  Chicago  on  tbe  25tb,  and  four  on  the  2Glb.  and  their  presence 
did  much  to  allay  the  alarm  and  excitement  that  batl  been  occasinoeil 
by  the  riot.  On  the  24th  and  25th  of  July  the  Secretary  of  War  onlemi 
six  companies  of  the  Ninth  Infantry  from  Omaha  Barracks  to  Rock 
Island  Arsenal,  and  on  tbe  23th  they  were  nent  to  Chicago,  .^n  the 
26tb  three  companies  of  the  Fifth  Cavalry,  dismounted,  were  ordered 
bere  from  Omaha,  and  two  com[mnie8  of  tbe  Fourth  Infantry,  both  com- 
mands arriving  on  the  27th.  Two  companies  of  the  First  IiilUntry  also 
came  from  Fort  Randall,  arriving  on  the  30tb.  I  reached  Chicago  on 
tbe  29th  of  July,  and,  finding  considerable  fear  still  existed,  tbe  troops 
were  kept  here  until  all  excitement  was  over,  and  then  were  gradually 
withdrawn,  so  that  the  last  one  leTi  for  its  post  on  the  20th  ot  August. 

Daring  the  month  of  June  the  Nce  Percf^s  Indians  made  an  outbreak 
in  the  Department  ot  tbe  Columbia,  and  when  followed  by  Uniti'd  Slates 
troops,  hastily  collected  by  General  O.  O.  Howanl.  ciniiiiiaiiding  ibedi;- 

Sirtinent,  were  driven  enstward,  and,abouttbe  middle  of  June,  enteral 
nntaua  Territory  via  the  Lo  Lo  trail,  committing  some  deprinlatinus 
b;  tbe  way.  Ool.  John  Gibbon,  commanding  the  district  of  MonUiirH, 
at  once  took  the  Held  at  the  head  of  14C  men,  and  iH  citizi'ns  who  joinnl 
as  volunteers,  and  on  the  11th  of  August  attucked  them  near  Big  Hole 
PasM,  Montana,  and,  alter  one  of  the  most  deK(wrate  eugsgemeiitit  on 
recor<l,  in  which  both  sides  lost  heavily,  be  sui-cee<le<l  in  driving  titem 
from  the  fleld.  For  the  details  of  this  engagement  I  refer  to  Colonel 
Gibboii'd  rejiort.     When  it  is  borne  iu  mind  tliat  the  Indians  outnum- 
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bered  the  troop8  ami  citizenx  who  attacked  them  more  tbau  two  to  one, 
imi  nvK  equiilly  as  well  arniei)  aud  eqaipped,  the  good  conduct  of 
Colonel  Qitihoii  and  liis  men  will  Ite  ajipreciated,  Our  I088  was  3  offl- 
nrx,  27  Boldier».  aud  6  volunteers  killed,  and  4  uRJcers,  30  sotiliers,  iind 
1  citiiena  wonnde<I — including  Colonel  Gibliou — being  over  40  per  cent. 
ol  tbe  men  engHge*!.  The  Nez  Percas  esua]ied  this  time,  though  closely 
)iui«Qed  by  General  Howard  and  his  fmall  command,  an  well  as  b;  a 
•-ompaoy  of  the  Second  Cavalry  from  this  division.  Un  tbe  20th  of  Au- 
pist  Captain  Norwood,  -of  the  Second  Cavalry,  had  a  sharp  engiige- 
meat  witli  them  near  Camas  Cieek,  aud  on  the  13th  of  September  Culo- 
udStargis  bad  a  fight  with  them  on  the  Yellowstone,  below  tbe  mouth 
of  Clark's  Fork,  capturing  several  hundred  of  their  ponies  and  killing  a 
ouniber  of  the  Indians.  Colonel  Stnrgis  continoed  the  pursuit,  bat  the 
IjuWauA  cros^d  the  Yellowstone  and  beaded  for  the  Jaditb  Mountains, 
tbrnagb  which  they  poshed,  reaching  the  Misaonn  Eiver  near  Oow 
Isiand  on  the  22d  of  September.  On  the  23d  they  crossed  the  Missouri 
Kirrr  at  Cow  Island,  and  burned  about  thirty  tons  of  miscellaneous  Hup- 
['Ilea,  exchanged  a  tew  shots  with  a  detachment  of  twelve  soldiers 
Moiiging  to  the  escort  for  the  party  engaged  in  the  improvement  of 
iltrnavigatiou  of  the  river,  who  were  intrenched  there,  and  then  eon- 
riuuetl  north  toward  the  British  line. 

MfAUwhile  General  Howard  bad  sent  word  to  Colonel  Miles,  Filth 
Iiiiautry,  at  Tongne  Kiver,  of  the  fiiglit  of  tbe  Indians,  and  Colonel 
Milnt,  wiih  characteristic  and  highly  comtneudable  energy,  moved 
acnuatbe  country  with  such  troops  as  ho  had  at  hand,  and,  turning 
n'lrih,  cros-sed  the  Miswoud  River  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  tbe  Mussel- 
'lidl, Hnd.  on  the  3()th,  overtook  the  Nez  Perce.t  near  tbe  rooutb  of 
E^'igle  Creek,  and  after  a  severe  engagement,  in  which  'J  gallant  offl- 
if-rs  and  i!l  men  were  killed,  and  4  offlcera  and  38  men  wounded,  suc- 
<-t-fded  in  capturing  this  band  of  hostiles,  numbering  in  all,  men,  women, 
ami  ciiiUlreu,  between  four  hundred  aud  tlve  hundred. 

For  the  details  of  these  operations,  as  well  as  of  all  other  o[)erationB 
biretotore  alluded  to  in  this  report,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports 
"I  Generals  Terry  and  Cn>ok,  commanding,  respectively,  tbe  Depart- 
aicuts  of  Dakota  and  the  Platte. 

Tbete  has  beeu  but  little,  if  any,  disturbance  in  the  Department  of  tbe 
Missouri  for  the  past  year.  The  Indians  living  at  the  San  Carlos  agency 
111  ^OQtbeastem  Arizona,  as  well  as  the  Warm  Spring  Indians,  and  the 
sreafer  imrtions  of  the  Obiricahuas,  and  a  few  renegade  Navajoes,  broke 
<'ut  alMut  the  34I  or  4tli  of  September;  abandoned  their  agencies  and 
moving  east  attacked  the  exposed  settlements  and  committed  many 
'l);|>reilatiiios,  killing  twelve  men  so  far  as  is  now  known.  Upon  their 
iTiN^ing  the  line  into  New  Mexico,  General  Po|>ti  immediately  put  in 
uiDiiuii  nearly  all  the  troops  he  had  iu  tinit  Territory,  in  pursuit.  The 
rr.^nlt  has  been  tbe  surrender  of  a  considerable  portion  of  these  ludiaus, 
'(i<l  a  fair  pros[)ect  of  the  early  surrender  of  the  remainder. 

Altout  1,000  of  the  northern  Cheyennes,  at  their  own  option,  were 
tuuaterretl  permanently  from  the  Department  of  Dakota  to  the  Indian 
Irriitorj-io  this  ileparrment.  Over  300  of  the  same  trilte  (northern 
Cheyennes)  are  still  living  on  Tongue  Klver,  but  will  be  sent  to  join  the 
wbers  iu  Indian  Territory  as  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit. 

lu  the  Department  uf  Texas  the  usual  troubles  on  the  Uio  Grande 
bavf  occurred.  Cattle  run  loose  by  thousands  on  uur  side  of  tbe  river, 
au'l  Mexicans  and  Indiauacross  over  and  steal  them.  This  gives  rise  to 
'II  kiiidsof  crimiuatiouaaud  recnniinationsand  international  questious, 
*hieh,  with  the  coutiuoed  revolutions,  make  nu  unsettled  condition  of 
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affairs  on  tliat  border.  I  inclose  with  tliis  report  briefs  of  p»|>er8  iii  re- 
lation to  these  troubles,  which  show  a  vohiminoaa corre8|>ondence  dnriug 
the  last  year;  to  forward  copies  of  tliese  papers  woald  be  beyond  the 
ability  of  our  preseut  clericul  force,  but  copies  are  on  file  in  tlie  office  of 
the  Adjutant-Geuerrtl  of  the  Army  in  Waahincton,  No  reference  is  Diude 
in  this  brief  of  the  recent  salt-troubles  in  El  Paso  County,  a»  no  very 
accurate  knowledge  of  them  has  yet  been  obtained. 

I  respectfully  refer  to  the  acoompauying  report  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.O.  C, 
Ord,  for  additional  information  conceruing  the  condition  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Texas. 

The  troubles  on  the  Rio  Grande  border,  the  Indian  outbreak  on  tbe 
western  frontier  of  New  Mexico,  and  the  Indian  war  iu  the  Departiii<>!it8 
of  the  Platte  and  Dakota,  have  kept  tbe  small  and  inadequate  force  iu 
this  division  in  a  constant  state  of  activity,  and  almost  without  rest, 
Digbt  and  day.  Some  of  tbe  cavalry  regiments  have,  during  the  apriiig 
and  summer,  traveled  in  pursuit  of  Indians  and  for  the  pnrpose  of  |iro- 
teoting  exposed  settlements,  a  distance  of  over  4,00U  miles;  and  the  hard 
work  and  wear  and  tear  upon  botb  men  and  aniHials  in  the<<e  frontier 
campaigns  can  be  fully  appreciated  only  by  those  who  are  familiar  with 
the  country  operated  in,  and  who  know  ita  character,  and  long  distances 
to  be  overcome,  and  tbe  great  difQculty  of  furnishing  supplies.  Tliia 
condition  of  affairs  is  not  only  true  for  the  past  .tear,  but  it  has  been 
nearly  the  same  thing  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  I  thiuk  I  can  aafely  say 
that  for  this  length  of  time  no  men  have  ever  worked  harder  or  sbown 
a  higher  sense  of  duty  than  tbe  little  army  which  has  defended  our  rap- 
idly extending  western  settlements.  The  expense  and  very  great  loss  of 
life  attending  these  operations  have  ripen  principally  from  being  obliged 
to  use  an  inadequate  force  to  perform  services  which,  to  accoinpiisb 
quickly  and  properly,  required  at  Least  double  its  lAimbera.  It'  the  com- 
panies had  been  fllleil  to  lUO  men  each,  the  additional  expense  would  tiot 
have  been  so  great  iu  the  end  as  it  has  now  proved  to  be  with  compHDieR 
ranging  from  30  to  40  men  ;  then  the  Indian  troubles  might  have  bem 
settled  promptly,  and  there  is  a  strong  probability  that  they  would  ui>t 
have  occurred  at  all;  and  I  therefore  respectfully  recommend  ati  increase 
of  all  the  companies  iu  the  service  to  KM)  men  each.  1  believe  it  would 
be  true  ei-onomy,  and  at  the  same  time  it  would  enable  the  Army  tositti^ 
facturily  perform  the  work  retjutred  of  it.  During  the  last  two  years, 
the  ratio  uf  loss  of  ofQcers  and  men  in  proportion  to  the  number  engaged 
in  this  division  in  the  Indian  wars,  has  been  equul  to  or  greaterHban 
the  ratio  of  loss  on  either  side  in  the  present  Russo-Turkish  cainpaigu. 
or  in  the  late  civil  war  in  this  country.  While  the  Indian  troubles  in 
this  division  are  over  for  the  present,  I  cannot  say  that  they  are  flndly 
ended.  Complicationsare  stilt  liable  to  arise,  and  our  experience  shoatd 
teach  us  to  be  better  prepare<l  for  them  than  we  have  hitherto  been. 

I  niostcordially  coincide  with  Greneral  Pope  in  his  suggestions  regard- 
ing the  concentration  of  troops,  that  we  should  bave  fewer  posts  and 
larger  garrisons,  and  I  have  for  many  years  been  impressed  with  tbe 
benefits  that  would  thus  accrue  to  the  soldier  and  the  service;  but  «« 
have  found  from  experience  that  as  yet  it  cannot  he  accomplished,  nod 
therefore  I  am  reluctantly  compelled  to  say  that  while  the  idea  is  theo- 
retically good,  it  will  not  at  present  satisfy  the  needs  of  our  widely 
extended  frontier.  Whenever  a  new  post  has  been  estahlishetl,  I  bsve 
always  sought,  so  far  as  my  influence  would  go.  to  abandon  an  uhl  |hmi, 
but  to  effect  any  further  change  upon  our  border  hart,  as  yet,  been  im- 
practicable. 

Only  H  very  few  of  the  requests  made  by  exposed  settlements  and  tbeir 
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rcrritorjal  represeotatives  in  Ckingress  bave  been  complied  with,  even 

thto  I  was  compelled  to  recoguize  the  justice  of  Miese  demands,  on 

JKoaDt  of  the  utt«r  iuadequac;  of  our  smalt  force  to  gurnson  tbe  points 

lor  wbicli  troops  weru  asked. 
I  alao  dfsire  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  preseot  a]lowan<M  of  food 

iwDed  to  ludians  Uving  on  goverDmeiit  rfservationa  is  uot  sufficient  for 
ibem.  Wheu  these  reHervationa  were  first  estftblislied,  tliere  was  an 
jtiDDdance  of  large  game  iu  this  country,  and  it  was  expected  that  they 
•uold  be  able  to  partially  mipply  themselves  by  hunting.  This  means 
of  sabsisteuce  is  now  greatly  rednqed.  and  but  little  progress  has  nsyet 
been  made,  as  a  general  thing,  in  cultivating  the  Hoil.  Besides  this,  the 
food  allowed  by  tbe  Indian  Bnreau  reaches  its  destination  so  irregularly 
that  Indians  in  this  division  have  been  almost  apoci  tbe  point  of  starva- 
lioo  in  a  number  of  lustances,  which  bave  lieen  duly  reported  to  the 
War  Department;  and  I  believe  that  many  of  the  tnmbles  that  bave 
iiccDrred  ou  tbe  frontier  have  grown  ont  of  bad  feeling sui>erinduceil  by 
want  of  needed  aappHes. 

The  expression  so  frequently  used  "that  it  is  cheaper  to  feed  Indians 
than  dght  them,"  is  a  good  one;  but  my  experience  shows  that  the  gov- 
ennnent  has  been  doing  both  during  the  past  twenty  years. 

I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  buth  officers  and  men  throngbout  the 
tlivigioD  have  shown  a  thorough  and  commendable  devotion  to  duty,  and 
ilr^eive  the  approbation  of  the  country. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SBEKIDAN, 
Lieutenant-Qeneral,  Commanding, 

Brig-  Gen.  E.  D.  TowKSEND, 

Adjutant- General  of  (lie  Army,  Washington,!).  C, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

Fort  Learenwortk,  Kan*.,  September  15, 1877. 
Colonel;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the 
[.ifOtenaot-Ofneral  commanding  the  division,  tbe  following  repnrt  of 
affairs  in  this  department  for  tbe  past  year : 

INDIANS  OF   the   PLAINS. 

The  bands  of  Comanches,  Kiowas,  and  Apaches  assembled  nronnd 
*he  afieQcy  near  Port  Sill,  being  substantially  dittarmed  and  dismonntetl, 
!i;tve  been  entirely  quiet  and  peaceful,  and  bave  made  some  progress  in 
'itrention  to  and  care  of  tbe  cattle  bought  for  them  from  tbe  proceeds 
'<!'  the  sales  of  their  horses,  surrendered  after  the  campaign  of  1S74. 
Tlip  first  exgwrimeiit  was  made  witli  slieep,  but  it  was  uot  found  practi- 
laMe  to  enlist  their  interest  in  them.  (Jattle  have  been  substituted 
ttitli  (considerable  success,  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  appropriating  a  cou- 
-iilcrtihle  part  of  the  money  now  used  in  tbe  VKin  attempt  to  make  an 
D^cnltural  people  of  IheKe  nomadic  tribes  to  the  purchase  of  cattle 
;iiid  tbe  estMblisbinent  of  Ktock  raining  and  henljiig  instead,  ne  may  in 
tKiKonablu  time  hope  for  steady  anil  satisfiictory  progress  in  bringiug 
them  to  tbe  state  ot  civilizatiou,  certainly  of  quiet  and  peace,  of  which 
InilJanit  are  capable. 

Of  the  CbeyeDues  and  Arapaboes  living  around  the  agency  on  the 
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Canadiaii  Rii-er  at  Fort  Beno,  inacli  the  same  remarks  cad  be  made. 
These  Uauds  Lave  been  re-enforced  by  about  a  thousand  Dortbero  Chey- 
eiines,  who  have  recently  bfcn  sent,  and  with  whom  no  present  difficulty 
is,  ill  iijy  opinion,  to  be  ut'P''Bl'^"()c<i-  Si^t  I  must  nrge  upon  the  authori- 
ties the  absolute  necessity,  both  in  view  of  the  safety  of  this  frontier 
sud  io  the  iutereHt  of  humanity  and  fnir  dealing,  that  all  these  Indiaus 
be  far  better  fed  than  tliey  are  now  or  have  been. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  for  nearly  six  months  of  the  past  year 
the  Oheyeunes  »nd  Arapahoes  have  been  anay  from  their  agency  and 
subsisting  themselves  upon  buffalo  without  aid  from  their  supplies  iu 
the  possession  of  their  ludian  agent,  yet  these  supplies,  iiiteoded  for  a 
whole  year,  were  barely  sufficient  ou  the  return  of  the  Indians  from  their 
sis  months'  hunt,  to  furnish  tbein  with  half  rations  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year.  Of  course  there  is  saffering  which  must  increase  with  the  de- 
crease of  buQ'alo  ill  the  region  west  of  them,  and  their  disappearance 
from  that  reKiou  in  greater  or  less  nunjbers.  With  the  increase  of 
frontier  settlers  of  every  deM-ription  in  the  pan-liandle  of  Texas,  and 
especially  of  the  professional  tmfi'alo-bunters,  this  source  of  supply  for 
the  Indians  has  become  altogether  precarious  and  unreliable.  These 
Indiaus  cannot  bo  made  selfsiipporting  within  any  calculable  time,  and 
the  Sooner  that  fact  is  recognized  the  sooner  will  the  manaffement  of 
them  be  made  to  conform  to  the  commonest  dictates  of  hmnanity. 

It  is  an  injustice  to  the  chHracter  of  the  government  and  a  wrong  to 
the  Indians  that  they  should  be  compelled  to  remain  on  their  reserva- 
tions and  there  slowly  starve,  and  it  is  a  most  painful  ttnd  unhappy  doty 
for  the  troops  that  they  should  be  kept  in  large  numbers  in  their  pres- 
ence with  no  power  or  authority  except  to  force  them  to  starve  tran- 
quilly. 8uch  a  state  of  thinj^s  caunot  last  long  without  some  violent  oat- 
break  alike  fatal  to  life  and  to  conttdenue.  Larger  appropriations  for 
the  Indians,  uud  a  wiser  and  more  practical  expenditure  of  them,  seem 
to  mo  essential  to  secure  the  resales  which  are  hoped  and  which  the 
government  ought  to  exact.  The  exact  cunditiou  and  quantity  of  tli>^ 
subsistence  furnished  these  Indians  during  the  past  year,  duly  reported 
by  the  commandiug  officer  uear  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  agency, 
and  conflnned  by  the  Indiau  agent  there,  were  reported  by  me  under 
date  of  June  8,  1877,  and  furnish  a  reliable,  basis  upon  which  to  act  iu 
case  of  these  8]>ecial  Indians.  The  couditiou  of  the  Eiowas  and  Co- 
manchea  in  that  respect  i^  so  nearly  the  same  as  to  require  no  other 
special  meution. 

INDIANS  OF  NEW  HESIOO  AND  COLORADO. 

The  TJte  Indians  in  the  northwesteru  part  of  New  Mexico  and  west- 
ern  part  of  Colomdo  have  behaved  much  as  usual.  The  whole  soutb- 
western  part  of  Colorado,  known  as  the  San  Juan  country,  has  been 
discovered  to  be  full  of  the  precious  metals,  and  a  surprising  tmmigrs:tion 
to  that  region  has  lieen  going  ou  for  more  than  a  year  past.  The  Den- 
ver and  Kio  Grande  Narrow  Gauge  Railroad  has  passed  the  first  range 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  the  direction  of  the  San  Juan  country,  and 
descended  into  the  valley  of  the  Kio  Grande  at  Fort  Oarlaud.  This 
road  makes  the  mining  regions  very  ncccRSible,  and  the  delivery  of  all 
the  heavy  machinery  tor  working  the  mines  practically  ea^y.  Milieu 
bave  beeu  opened  and  setllemenis  begun  almost  everywhere.  Of  conrse 
the  prosjiectors  and  miners  are  brought  into  contact  with  the  Ctes  every- 
where, aud  constant  small  difficulties  aud  quarrels  are  occurring  at  many 
points.     No  oatbreak  or  considerable  difficulty  has  yet  oocarred,  but  do 
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one  can  Kay  at  what  moiueot  very  serioaa  troubles  may  arise.  Tbe  In- 
diaos,  accastonie^l  to  roam  at  tbeir  will  all  over  that  country',  canoot  be 
kept  ou  their  roxervationH  without  a  cousiderable  military  force  con- 
Uaiitl.r  present  on  each,  which,  or  conra(>,  we  are  not  able  with  such  a 
mere  specter  of  an  army  as  ouni  to  furnish.  The  white  men  are  not 
likely  to  be  deterred  by  tbe  imaginary  line  of  hu  Indian  reservntioti, 
marked  only  here  and  there  by  n  post  or  pile  of  stones,  from  bundnt; 
gold  wherever  the  signs  indicate  it,  and  digging  where  they  find  it.  It 
would  not  be  pmcticable,  under  any  circamstances,  to  place  troopM  at  or 
near  all  the  Ute  agencies  in  that  region,  even  were  our  army  doubled  In 
aw;  neither  uould  it  be  advisable.  The  reservations  and  agencies  of 
the  Utes  ought  to  he  consolidated  into  one,  iind  tbnt  one  located  in  some 
cnnvenient  agricultural  valley,  easy  of  access  trom  the  railroad,  and 
ofTf  ring  no  temptation  to  people  hunting  the  precious  nietnlH.  If  so  con- 
sdidated  aiid  placed,  a  reasonable  military  force  could  protect  both  lu- 
dian*  and  whites,  but  until  sucb  an  arrangemeut  is  made  it  does  not 
s«ein  to  me  possible  to  give  the  protection  needed  at  so  many  poiuts 
with  any  force  it  is  or  may  be  |>ossible  to  furnish  that  region. 

The  Apacbee  in  Boalhern  New  Mexico  are  precisely  what  tliey  always 
have  been,  and,  in  my  opinion,  always  will  be,  squalid,  idle  vagabouils, 
utterly  worthless  and  hopeless.  Those  on  the  reservatiou  at  Fort  Stan- 
ton we  manage  to  keep  reasonably  quiet,  and  that  is  all  that  can  be 
said.  TheCafiada  Alamosa,  (or  Warm  B[iriugs  Apaches,)  whom,  at  tbe 
requestor  tbe  Interior  Department,  I  had  transported  forcibly  to  tbe 
San  Carlos  agency,  in  Arizona,  have,  I  learn,  left  that  agency  in  a  body, 
and  are  said  to  be  beatintc  baok  toward  tbe  CaSada  Alamosa,  stealing 
asnsnal,  and  probably  killing  some  exposed  people  in  Arizona.  We 
ahall  lie  obliged,  it  such  be  the  case,  again  to  surround  them  by  tronps 
and  ca]>tnre  them.  They  cannot  be  tru»<ted  in  any  way,  and,  if  they  are 
to  be  kept  quiet,  they  ought  to  be  stripped  of  weapons  and  ponies  and 
kept  substantially  as  prisoners.  Orders  have  been  sent  to  the  commaEid- 
iog officer  in  New  Mexico  to  look  out  for  these  Indians,  and,  if  the  re- 
ports tte  true,  to  liave  a  sufficient  force  to  surround  and  capture  them, 
if  iKisBible,  and  then  dismount  and  disarm  them  and  hold  them  prison- 
er»,  subject  to  tbe  disposa  of  tbe  Inter  or  Uepartment. 

Of  tbe  Navajoes  it  is  hi^rdly  necessary  to  speak.  They  have  passed 
oat  of  the  list  of  Indtaos  bostUe,  or  likely  ever  to  be  eu. 

OHAMGBS  OF  TROOPa. 

RiDce  my  last  annual  report  tbe  Twenty-third  Infantry  has  been  sent 
bete  to  replace  the  Piftb  lufantry,  transferred  to  the  De|>arCment  of 
DakoU,  and  the  Sixteenth  Intautry  has  been  also  transterred  to  this 
deiartmeot  from  tbe  Department  of  the  Gulf.  The  six  companies  of  the 
Fotirth  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  Mackenziw,  tem|iorarily  on  duty  in  the 
Department  of  the  Platte,  have  returned  to  this  department  and  resumed 
tbeir  previous  stations  at  Sill,  Reno,  an<l  Elliott.  The  Fifth  Cavalry, 
orderedfordaty  against  the  hostile  Indians  north  of  the  Platte  last  year, 
bas,  it  is  nnderstood,  been  permanently  transferred  to  that  deimrtment. 

Tbt  whole  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry  is  absolutely  reqnii-ed  to  guard  tbe 
lodiauiu  the  Indian  Territory,  and  has  been  re-enlbrced  at  the  posts 
abor«  mentioned  by  foar  cominanies  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  and  four 
of  thaNiueteentli  Infantry.  All  that  portion  of  Hits  department  uorth 
of  tbe  Indian  Territory  and  east  of  2Iew  Mexico  is  without  cavalry,  with 
tbe«leeption  of  one  eomjKiDy  of  tbe  Fourth  Cavaby  at  Wallace.  So 
knig  M  tber«  is  do  trouble  we  shall  probably  get  along  with  this  foroe, 
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bnt  I  snggeat  that  as  aooD  as  cavalry  can  be  spared  from  tbe  Slortfa  a 
regiment  be  sent  here  to  replace  tbe  Fifth  Cavalry  and  to  relieve  the 
Fourth  Cavalry  from  the  remote  posts  aud  hard  service  that  regiment 
has  been  doing  so  long  aud  so  well.  It  is  very  desirable  that  tbe  Fourth 
Oavalrj'  be  given  some  rest  and  an  oi>portunity  for  regimental  instruc- 
tion in  tactics  and  discipline,  which  have  of  necessity  been  longneglected, 
throngh  constant  service  i'r  the  field  acd  its  division  into  unmerous  iso- 
lated detachments.  The  same  remarks,  but  in  a  much  greater  degree, 
can  be  made  couceruiug  the  Fifteenth  lufautry,  which  has  served  at 
various  posts  and  in  detached  companies  in  tbe  district  of  New  Mexico 
for  eight  years  past.  This  regiment  shoald  be  changed  at  the  first  op- 
portunity, and  brought  where  It  can  have  some  of  the  advantages  which 
have  hitherto  been  altogether  lacking. 

BEaiUEKTAl.  BCHOOI.  AT  POBT  LBATBNWOBTH. 

Takiug  advantage  of  the  only  opportunity  hitherto  presented,  I  have 
concentrated  the  Twenty-third  Infantry  at  this  jmst  for  the  purpose  of 
instruction  and  discipline.  I  trausmit  my  orders  on  the  subject  of  the 
general  instrnctiou  to  be  given  and  the  order  of  the  regimental  com- 
mander )>roviding  for  the  details.  For  the  present  these  orders  seem  to 
be  snfBcient,  though,  if  the  experiment  prove  succeMsful  and  satisfac- 
tory progress  be  made,  it  is  hoped  that  the  range  of  instructiuu  may  be 
ezteuded,  aud  that  the  establishment  of  this  regimental  school  prove 
so  valuable  that  it  may  be  perpetuated  here,  and  that  other  departtueut 
oommanders  may,  in  time,  flud  it  beneficial  to  concentrate  regiments  at 
some  posts  within  their  own  departments  for  the  same  object. 

I  earuestly  recommend  that  allproper  eucoiiragemeut  be  given  by 
superior  authority  to  tbe  present  ^)>enment  here,  as,  iu  my  jndgment, 
it  cannot  fail  to  be  of  iucaloulable  benefit  to  the  Army  by  restoring  regi- 
mental disciplineaod  esprit,  and  by  iustructing  both  officers  and  enlisted 
men  on  many  subjects  extremely  necessary  that  they  sbonld  know,  bnt 
which  it  does  not  seem  possible  for  them  to  acc]uire  during  the  active 
service  required  of  them  iu  widely  Beparat«d  detachments.  One  year 
for  each  regiment  at  this  school  will  go  tar  to  restore  what  is  greatly 
needed  and  make  the  regimeut  an  organization  in  fact  as  well  as  on 
paiiei.  Nothing  more  than  what  will  appear  reasonable  will  be  asked 
of  the  aatborities,  and  I  trust  sincerely  that  what  is  aaked  will  be  given 
cheerfully  and  iu  a  manner  to  encourage  the  best  effort  of  tbose  who  are 
to  profit  by  this  opportunity  for  iustructinu. 

On  the  23d  of  July  a  dispatch  was  received  Trom  the  Secretary  of 
War,  directing  that  troops  be  sent  from  tliis  department  to  Saint  Louis, 
where  serious  riots  were  threateued  by  mobs,  which  took  occasion  of 
strikes  on  tbe  rHilrouds  leading  out  of  that  city,  with  which  the  civil 
power  seemed  unable  to  deal,  to  sally  out  for  public  plunder.  I  seot 
six  companies  of  the  Twenty-third  Infantry,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Jefferson  O.  Davis,  with  two  Gatling  guus,  to  Saint  Lonis.  Orders  were 
giveu  to  Colonel  Uavis  (copies  inclosed]  to  take  command  of  the  Saint 
Louis  barracks,  the  present  cavalry  recruiting  station,  to  post  his  troops 
within  tbe  iiidosnre  of  tbe  post,  but  to  take  no  part  in  the  troubles,  ex- 
cept to  protect  the  public  property  of  the  United  States  in  the  city. 
These  six  companies  were  re-enl'orced  within  two  days  by  eight  compa- 
nies drawn  from  the  Sixteenth  and  Nineteenth  Infantry,  stationed  at 
posts  on  tbe  frontiers  west  of  this  place,  and  two  more  Gatling  guns. 

The  only  direct  intervention  of  these  titwits  in  the  distnrbauces  in  aoJ 
around  Saint  Louis  was  in  aiding  the  United  States  marshal  as  a  posse 
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to  enforce  process  of  the  United  States  courts  in  securing  to  tbe  receiv- 
m  of  the  Ohio  ami  Mississippi  »Drl  tbe  Saiut  Louis  and  tSoutheastern 
Bailroads,  and  of  the  Illinois  and  Missouri  Bridge,  posseBsion  and  un- 
molested  ose  of  the  property  beloiiKing  to  those  corporations,  which 
were  at  tbe  time  iu  possession  of  tbe  TJoited  States  courts,  and  in  charge 
of  receivers  duly  appointed  by  the  courts.  No  resistance  whatever  was 
maiie  to  tbe  troops  iu  any  manner  or  by  anybody. 

Tbese  roads  and  tbu  bridge  wei'e  protected  by  the  troops,  and  tbe 
process  of  tbe  IToited  States  courts  in  the  bunds  of  the  marshal  daly 
oiaiDUiDed.  While  tbe  United  States  troops  took  no  other  direct  part 
in  tbe  troubles  in  and  near  Snint  Louis  than  that  mentioned,  the  effect 
«[  ibeir  presence  in  giving  oonfidence  and  moral  support  to  organiza- 
tioos  being  hurriedly  gotten  together  for  the  defense  of  life  and  property 
"Mvery  manifest  and  very  helpful,  and  was  cordially  and  gratefully 
actoowiedged  b.v  the  citizens.  The  conduct  of  officers  and  men  was 
»c«llent  throughout.  They  neither  did  too  much  nor  too  little,  and  I 
tbiob  alt  concerned  will  cheerfully  testify  to  tbe  immense  service  they  ren- 
di^red  directly  and  iudirectly.  The  same  threatening  troubles  occurred 
also  in  Chicago,  and  were  dealt  with  much  in  ihe  same  way.  It  was 
necessary  to  bring  troops  to  Chicago,  as  to  Saint  I^uis,  from  the  remote 
frontier,  barriedly  and  with  little  preparation,  and  their  uniform  good 
coDtlnctand  flrmneAs  and  the  judicious  and  considerate  action  of  the 
officers  ia  command  were  very  fully  seen  of  all  men. 

With  the  subsidence  of  danger  and  the  completion  of  the  temporary 
volaoteer  organizations  for  defense  iu  those  two  cities,  it  was  found 
practicable  to  withdraw  all  these  troops  by  detachments,  and  they  are 
all  BfTdin  at  their  posts.  The  fact  that  Iwth  officers  and  men  were  with- 
oQt  pay,  and  the  government  itself  without  the  means  even  to  pay  for 
tbeir transportation,  involved  of  nec^s^ity  some  hardship  and  privation, 
wbich  1  gladly  state  were  much  relieved  by  the  liberal  and  generous 
coodnct  of  tbe  citizens. 

MILITABT  POSTS. 

\»  time  goes  oo  there  is  less  and  less  danger  of  Indian  troubles  on 
this  frontier,  aud  it  becomes  mure  and  more  apparent  that  every  interest 
"ftbe  government  and  the  Army  would  he  promoted  by  abandoning  the 
^inall  temporary  posts  west  ot  this  place,  which  no  longer  serve  any 
military  pori>ose  except  the  mere  sheltering  of  troops.  A  policy  of  con- 
centration it  shonld  seem  ought  now  to  be  begun,  both  for  tbe  discipline 
;iDd  instructiOD  oi  the  troops  and  for  the  sake  of  economy.  I  have  so 
often  recommended  this  consolidation  of  troops  and  posts  that  1  dislike 
TO  orge  it  further;  but  it  will  he  proper  again  to  invite  iittention  to  the 
great  advautages  for  sncb  a  purpose  possessed  by  the  military  reserva- 
tion at  Fort  Leavenworth.  We  have  here  a  reservation  large  enough 
fr>r  convenient  accommodation  of  at  least  fonr  regiments,  situated  at 
tbe  intersection  of  many  railroads,  and  easy  of  access  and  communica- 
tion in  every  direction  ;  in  the  midst  of  as  fine  an  agricultural  and  stock- 
laising  country  as  tbere  is  in  the  United  States;  wlicre  troops  can  besup- 
|ilied  at  s  minimnm  of  cost,  and  be  instructed  under  the  most  favorable 
HrcnmMances,  aud  where  they  would  he  conveniently  placed  and  held 
ready  at  a  moment's  notice  to  be  transferred  for  service  to  aoy  points 
'"Lere  they  might  be  neeiled,  and  sent  there  in  tbe  best  condition  for 
Juty,  As  a  depot  for  troops,  central  enough  to  fulfill  any  demands  for 
service  at  any  poiut  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and,  indeed,  far  east  of  it, 
I  know  DO  i^sce  so  suitable,  aud  as  the  reservation  belongs  to  tbe  United 
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States  tio  ex|»ense  would  btj  involved  except  i«iich  as  would  bea< 
to  boilO  tiarrucks,  wbicb,  with  tbe  tabor  ol  tlie  couxiderable  Dumlier  of 
militHry  prisoners  in  couflnemeiit  bere,  would  be  trifling  as  oompHml 
witb  the  cost  of  building  elaewbere.  I  uet-il  not  poiut  out  the  benefit  to 
tbe, service  of  haviott:  twoor  three  regiuieurs  coucentrHted  here  for  mili- 
tary ejiercises  and  iuHtruution. 

The  cavalry  and  infantry  arms  of  service,  especially  tbe  latter,  hn\e 
enjoyed  no  advuntafies  wlialever  of  this  kind,  aud  have  thus  Veu  Itft 
far  behind  volunteer  or  good  militia  regiments  in  these  r<>si>e(!t«.  lu 
justice  Ut  tbem  and  in  tbe  interesia  uf  the  piiblii;  service,  some  Hdvim- 
tages  ouglit  to  be  given  to  these  arms  of  service,  and  in  luy  judgment 
they  can  be  given  here  better  than  anywhere  eliae.  It  would  seem  to  be 
nine  to  make  a  beginning  at  least  iu  this  direction,  and  I  hope  aomo 
couKideration  will  be  given  to  tbe  subject  at  an  early  day. 

The  only  important  posts — that  is,  the  only  posts  whicb  in  my  judg- 
ment it  will  be  necessary  ta  keep  up  and  keep  well  gurriaouetl  for  some 
years  to  come — are  those  surrounding  tbe  Indians  iu  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory, vis.  Forts  Sill,  lienn,  aud  Elliott,  aud  Gamp  Supply.  For  tlie 
three  formei'  full  garrisons  are  now  iieedeil,  aud  will  be  needed  until  tbi' 
lately  hostile  Indians  around  the  agencies  in  that  Territory  are  iu  a  very 
diflereot  condition  from  the  present.  When  thut  will  be  it  is  not  easy 
now  to  say,  but  if  tbe  past  system  of  managing  the  Indians  b<'  kept  up, 
then  there  does  not  seem  any  likelihood  iu  the  near  future  that  the.te 
posts  can  be  given  up.  The  )K>sts  referred  to,  as  well  as  all  others  iu 
this  department,  are  In  reasonably  good  repair;  but  as  many  of  theui 
were  very  frail  structures  in  tbe  beginning,  they  have  ui'eded  every  year, 
and  will  continue  to  nerd  until  they  fall  down,  a  considerable  sum  evury 
year  to  keep  them  habitable.  OtLcoH>'se  tbe  amounts  8|»ent  on  theni 
simply  suffice  to  kee|>  them  habitnble,  and  will  be  lost  an  soon  as  tbe 
posts  pass  out  of  use.  In  my  ojtiniou  nil  posts  east  of  Hew  Mexico, 
except  those  above  mentioned  in  aud  around  the  lD<lian  Territory,  could 
now  be  vacated  and  their  garrisons  brought  here,  where  they  could  be 
supplied  much  more  economically,  aud  whence  they  could  do  equnlly 
well  the  duties  they  now  perform. 

The  posts  in  the  district  of  Sew  Mexico  could  jndiciously  bn  reduced 
to  five,  including  one  that  must  eventually  be  established  at  some  point 
In  tbe  San  Juan  region.  As  I  have  before  stated,  however,  it  is  my 
opinion  that  tbe  various  Ute  agencies  and  reservations  iu  that  district 
ought  to  be  consolidated,  aud  located  in  some  agricultural  valley  coa- 
venieiit  uf  access  to  tbe  railroad  before  such  military  post  is  established. 

FINES  IMPOSED  BY  OOUETS-HABTIAL. 

I  beg  again  to  invite  attention  to  tbe  iiijustice  to  the  Army,  and 
especially  to  the  good  and  faithful  men  of  the  Army,  oomuiilted  by  ap- 
propriating all  the  fines  imposed  by  sentence  ot  courts  martial,  as  well 
as  tbe  monthly  tax  upon  the  soldiers'  pay,  to  tbe  support  of  the  Soldiers' 
Home  in  Washington,  sncb  support  consisting  iu  part  of  the  purchase 
of  valuable  estates  near  Washington  and  tbe  maiutenance  of  a  beautiful 
park  in  tlie  vicinity  of  the  city.  Of  course,  tbe  confinement,  trial,  and 
subsequent  punishment  of  ofleuders  in  the  Army,  simply  impose  upon 
the  faithful  soldier  the  necessity,  iu  addition  to  his  proper  duty,  of  per^ 
forming  the  duties  of  tbe  offenders,  and,  iusteud  of  being  more  favorably 
treated  on  account  of  his  tldelily,  and  thereby  encouraged  to  continued 
good  conduct,  he  is  absolutely  punished  for  the  offenses  of  others,  by 
Caving  additional  work  imitosed  upon  him  in  consequence.    Tbe  Sues 
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jKSfswd  DiH>D  those  whooe  duty  lie  does  are  appropriated  to  an  itiatitii- 
linn  itlreadj'  abundantly  providHil,  trhit;!!  he  wilt  probably  never  see  at 
al!.  Insteaid  of  permittiiig  Che  good  soldier  to  be  in  some  measure  coin- 
prosated  Tor  the  extiii  work  impoi^ed  upon  liim  by  the  wroug-doiug  of 
mheni,  and  t!ius,  at  least,  Bhowiiig  him  that  his  good  coiidnct  is  appre- 
fialed,  and  is  of  some  value  to  him,  he  absolutely  becomes  one  of  the 
parties  punished,  while  the  penalty  in  money  goes  for  the  benefit  or  tbe 
eujufineDt  of  others.  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  a  more  crying  wrong 
urooe  more  felt  in  tbe  service  than  this  application  of  mouey  stopped 
trom  the  soldiers'  pay,  and  I  do  most  sincerely  hope  that  measures  wilt 
be  taken  tocorrect  the  ill  effects  of  it.  The  Soldiers  Home,  which  bene- 
fit bat  few,  is  anderstood  to  be  abundantly  endowed  already  tor  twice 
ihegnod  it  doex,  and  ought  not  longer  to  be  kept  np  at  the  expense  of 
ibe  private  soldier. 

Tbecooditioa  of  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Army,  except  so  far  simply  aa 
ilie  Deceeaaries  of  life  are  concerned,  is  very  far  from  satisfnctory,  and 
I  hsve  DO  donbt  tends  as  much  as  any  one  thing  to  induce  the  desertioua 
»hich  all  deplore,  and  for  which  we  have  been  and  are  still  seeking  the 
leunly.  During  the  war  all  the  libraries  of  the  old  posts  disappeared  in 
^-ime  manner  and  have  never  beeu  replaced.  At  the  new  posts  estab- 
li^bed  since  Che  war  no  libraries  at  all  have  been  provided,  so  that,  in 
r»ct,  nhile  tbe  soldier  is  not  actually  on  guard  or  immediately  engaged 
iu  the  performance  of  some  duty,  he  has  absolutely  no  employment, 
BiPiital  or  physical,  to  occupy  his  attention.  Unless  he  resorts  to  gani- 
I'ling  and  drinkiog,  to  which  the  majority  of  the  enlisted  men  are  not  in- 
elined,  beis  altogother  without  occupation,  and  of  necessity  becomes 
^^iTj  and  discontented,  and  after  a  time  his  life  getn  to  be  so  nnbcara- 
Mf  that  Le  is  tempteil  to  desert  the  service.  Desertions  from  troo^is  iu 
ibf  field  are  very  uncommon ;  from  the  posts,  they  are  of  daily  ocenr- 
K-niv.  As  good  policy,  merely,  the  goverumentahoald  provide  for  the 
Mlilier,  when  not  actually  on  duty,  some  harmless,  or,  in  preference, 
■ome  nsefal,  occupation  which  will  minister  to  his  plea»ure  or  improve- 
ment. 

There  shonld  be  libraries  and  reading-rooms  at  all  military  {tosta  of  a 
periaaDent  character  to  which  the  soldier  when  not  on  duty  should  have 
fr>*and  welcome  access,  and  which  he  should  be  encouraged  to  frequent. 
Ten  pin  alleys  and  billiard-rooms  belonging  to  the  posts  are  of  great 
n-*  in  these  respects,  and  keep  the  soldier  from  resorting  t«  places  of 
ilK^ipation  and  gambling.  If  even  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  lines  imposed 
V  ^Dleoce  of  courts-martial  could  be  devoted  to  these  purposes  (and 
rmainly  this  is  little  to  ask)  we  could  iu  a  short  time  provide  all  these 
>t>i(i);^  greatly  to  the  beaefltof  the  Army  and  of  the  government.  In 
mnnectton  with  this  subject,  I  venture  to  embody  in  this  report  an  ex- 
tract from  a  letter  I  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in ,  suggesting 

the  ontliiie  of  a  plan  for  the  expenditure  of  this  fifty  pet  cent,  of  Hnes, 
N  as  best  to  ac^iommodate  the  purposes  above  indicated. 

Tbe  drwrttODH  from  Iho  Arm;  witbia  tbe  last  two  yrani  bare  beeo  »n  DiimeronB  ks 
InW  kBabJBcl  of  deep  coocern  to  tbe  oountry,  anil  to  uccRRion  mncb  iiDeHaiiieB'i  and 
I'vll  Seal  ion  to  militAry  comiuBDdeni,  who  bave  been  earnestly  aeekiug  a  cause  for  it. 
I  ibink  it  not  naeleea  to  so  limit  fur  four  con  si  deration  a  few  remurkg  on  tbe  aubject. 

Wbilit,  no  donbt,  the  redaotion  of  pay  and  the  tbonaand  uf  opportuullieato  better 
iu  onditioti,  fnTnisfaed  to  the  soldier  li;  railroad  and  otber  entarprisei,  bave  proved  a 
P^tMenttre  to  drsertion,  it  is  believrd  that  each  oanses  may  b«  obviated  orgrently 
•ndified  tqr  prorldiDg  the  aoldier  with  sooie  proper  ateans  of  lecreation  or  improve- 
*■»■  At  preaent  there  la  no  proviaioo  of  tho  hind,  and  tbe  dry  and  monotouons  ron- 
tiar  Atttj  ettb«  toUier  becomes  wearisome  to  the  last  degiee. 

toth  part-IlbratipB,  reading-room  a,  &.O.,  a»  existed  benire  tbe  wai'have  all  diinp- 
P<HBd,aDd  thm  otuicot  be  collected,  under  pruMiit  ragalations,  a  suni  at  AllBoficlent 
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to  replmce  tbem.  It  follons,  of  coane,  Ibat  nben  the  soldier  is  Dot  actaall^  miK«j!'<l 
in  the  performance  of  some  dot]',  bo  is  witLont  resonrce  of  any  kind,  and  DatDrxlly 
takes  to  idling  and  com p lain i of;.  Those  at  all  inclined  to  drink  become  disMpatedaud 
wortbtera,  are  pnt  into  ibe  gnard-boDBe,  and  sentrnced  by  courts- martial  to  conSotmcut 
of  KTfMer  or  less  dnration.  Of  conne  the  roatine  doty  they  are  ibns  itcbaireil  fr»m 
performing  must  be  done  by  the  other  members  of  the  company  who  bave  done  on 
wroD);,  bnt  wbo  are  actoally  punished  by  this  extra  duty  for  the  sins  of  otbela.  Of 
conrse  this  is  a  fnrtber  cause  of  discont«nt. 

Tbe  fine  imposed  no  the  soldier  who  sins,  and  wbomi  confinement  transfeia  his  <1n- 
ties  to  tbe  nboulders  of  tbe  inuocent,  in  no  respect  innrea  to  tbeir  benefit,  bnt  is  appro- 
priated to  tbe  Soldiers'  Home  in  Wasbtngton,  where  few  soldien  ever  go,  and  wtairh 
IS  already  tbe  richest  institiitiou  in  this  conntry.  I  see  that  abouttwo  hundred  tboui- 
■nil  dollars  were  collected  last  year  from  fines  thus  imposed,  to  be  appropriated  to  lti« 
Soldiers'  Home,  whicb,  from  funds  on  band  snd  the  iulereat  upon  tbem,  bn  already  in 
income  far  larger  than  its  necessities.  It  is  needless  to  say  tbat  sncb  an  arrangement 
is  extremely  dislastefal  to  tbe  Army. 

I  assume,  aa  a  matter  of  course,  tbat  it  is  tbe  policy  of  the  goTernmant  (as  it  is  cer- 
tainly common  senso)  to  do  eTcrything  that  can  reasonably  be  done  to  satisf/  tbe 
soldier  with  bis  lot.  As  a  merefioeation  of  expense  to  the  United  Stales,  it  ia  cenarnlj 
tbe  true  policy.  A  contented  soldier  will  not  desert,  and  will  sorely  penbnn  bis  dniy 
better  than  one  who  is  discontented. 

This  naturally  leads  me  to  what  I  wish  to  commend  to  your  attention,  viz,  the  pro- 
priety and  good  policy  of  devuting  at  least  50  percent,  of  tbe  linea  collected  from  conn- 
martial  sentences  t  ■  tbe  purchase  of  books,  maf;azineB.  uewspapere,  &c.,  for  tbe  estab- 
lishment of  post-libraries  and  reading-rooms  at  tbe  military  posts  in  tbe  Army.  Sucb 
a  disposition  of  the  fiufs  in  qnestion  would  not  impair  at  all  tbe  efficiency  or  com- 
fort of  tbe  Soidiers'  Home,  would  iovolve  no  iucnsased  expense  to  tbe  govcnini«Dt, 
but  would  really  save  the  United  States  many  tbonsacds  of  dollars  now  paid  ont  (or 
arrests  of  deserters,  tbeir  coufinemeot  in  penitentiaries,  and  the  very  great  expense  nl 
so  many  courts-martial,  and  would,  besides,  go  further  than  any  measnre  I  know  tti 
arrest  desertions  and  render  tbe  Army  more  eCBcient,  contented,  and  aatisfactory. 
"Wbotber  it  be  in  your  power,  wilbont  legislation,  to  make  such  use  of  the  fond  in  qon- 
tiOD,  1  do  not  know;  but  it  it  be,  I  may  safely  sssore  you  tbat  yon  can  do  an  act  of  id- 
fliiite  advantage  to  the  service,  and  one  which,  I  am  sure,  will  be  nnanimonaly  accept- 
able to  tbe  Army. 

Tbe  details  of  expenditure  of  this  money  for  post  libraries,  &4i,,  and  tbe  n^ulationa 
for  the  management  of  the  fund  snd  tbe  care  of  tbe  buildings,  books,  &,«.,  would 
easily  be  made. 

I  reapeclfully  invite  atteution  to  this  matter,  and  ventDre  to  arge  ila 
COD  side  rati  ou  upon  the  Secretary  of  War.  If  atij-  proviaion  of  law  stand 
in  the  way  of  tliis  disposition  of  the  portion  of  the  fnnd  asked  for,  I 
feel  certain  that  a  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Congress 
will  readily  dispose  of  it. 

There  are  several  other  snbjecta  of  interest  to  the  Army  which  I 
should  be  glad  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  antfaorities,  but  a  pr^ 
sentation  of  them  would  enlarge  this  report  beyond  the  customary  lim- 
its, and  Qo  doubt  make  it  too  long  for  the  jjerutuilof  any  one  whose  time 
is  much  occupied  ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  if  a  begioning  is  made  ve 
may,  from  time  to  time,  enlist  intereol  in  and  favorable  action  on  otber 
equally  iuiportunt  matters. 

BOtJTES  TO   NEW  MEXICO  AND  ARIZONA. 

The  completion  of  the  Denver  and  Bio  Grande  Narrow-Oauge  Koad 
to  Fort  Garland,  in  the  rnlley  of  the  llio  Grande,  and  over  the  first 
range  of  the  Eocky  Mountains,  has  very  much  changed  the  situation  in 
relation  to  tbe  tnint^iiortation  of  Army  supplies  to  New  Mexico  ami 
Arizona,  and  demands  a  rearrangement  of  routes  of  travel  to  tliiit 
region.  In  due  time  I  sliall  submit  a  full  discussion  of  the  subject  as 
understood  here,  bnt  in  order  that- the  authorities  may  have  some  gen- 
eral idea  of  tbe  changed  condition  of  affairs  in  this  respect,  it  is  proptr 
to  state  that  from  Fort  Garland  tbe  distances  to  points  in  New  Mexico 
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tni  Arizona,  &s  compared  with  tbe  distances  over  tbe  routes  now  fol- 
I'iced,  are  as  follows,  viz : 

Fnn  Fort  G*rlMid  to  Fort  WiDKate 287i  mileg. 

Fiiiiii  EI  Unro  (tertnlnoB  of  Hoath  branch  Darrow-f^aage  rokd  whence  storea 
mnoicMut)  to  Fort  Wiagate : 391    miles. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  thtit  Fort  Wingate  is  a  commou  point  on  the 
rouie  from  EI  Mont  and  the  roate  from  Fort  Oarlaud  to  Prescott,  Arizooa. 

t'mgi  yorl  Oirlaod  to  Santa  F6  (tbo  beEutquartera  diitCriot  of  Nevr  Mexico) 

il)(  "HtBnce  iB. ISO  miles. 

ftwn  El  UoTO  to  SanU  F« : 221  luilos. 

If,  therefore,  the  direct  ronte  from  Garland  to  Wingate  be  taken,  the 
.lilierf  nee  in  favor  of  Garland  route  is  103  j  miles.  If  tbe  rentes  through 
ivitita  h'6  are  taken  tbe  difference  in  favor  of  tbe  Garland  route  is  71 
miles. 

Tbe  advantage  in  distance  in  favor  of  the  routes  from  Garland  is 
Hrly  to  be  greater,  indeed  mast  be  greater,  as  theTailroad  progresses 
to  ihe  south  and  west. 

Tbe  road  from  Garland  to-Santa  F^  is  good.  In  some  places  repairs 
jre  netted,  and  iu  others,  {over  a  short  distance,)  some  widening  of  tbe 
raid  \A  desirable.     This  work  can  lie  done  at  a  smalt  expense. 

On  tbe  direct  road  from  Garland  to  Wingate  and  Prescott,  Arizona, 
«<>ine  heavy  work  over  a  narrow  monutainous  ridge  will  be  needed. 

An  estimate  will  be  sent  forward  to  cover  tbe  exjiense  of  these  works. 
Ii  Hill  not  be  large. 

In  abort,  from  the  end  of  the  railroad  at  Fort  Garland  to  all  points 
III  the  valley  of  tlie  Kio  Grande,  and  west  of  that  river,  the  distances  are 
aiach  less  than  from  £1  Mora,  the  point  whence  shipments  are  'now 
njHde,  and  the  differences  will  continue  to  increase  with  the  progress  of 
ilir  railroad.  Uf  course  the  Garland  route  is  the  only  one  for  that  sec- 
lion  of  Colorado  known  as  the  San  Juan  region. 

An  I  have  said,  I  will  submit  a  full  discussion  of  this  subject  bere- 
aFier,  and  only  desire  now  to  invite  attention  to  it.  I  transmit,  attached 
In  ibis  report,  a  map  showing  the  Ute  reservations  which  it  is  proposed 
to  uonsolidate,  and  the  routes  of  travel  and  transportation  reterred  to 
iiiiil  compared. 

ilie  condition  of  the  troops  in  the  department  is  as  good  as  any  one 
*^nlil  expect  under  the  circumstances,  and  they  have  perl'ornied  their 
'luiies  with  zeal  and  fidelity.  The  smallness  of  the  companies  has  pre- 
vented almost  all  military  exercises  or  instruction  at  tbe  post  of  less  than 
>ii  companies,  and  even  at  these  tbe  detailo  for  extra  daily  duty,  for 
the  p«rformaace  of  which  there  is  no  provision  except  by  the  use  of 
'r'wps,  are  so  large  that  practically  the  posts,  and  especially  tbe  small 
l->sts,are  garrisoned  by  enlisted  laborers  rather  than  soldiers.  Tbe 
^Teiiitlh  of  companies,  under  present  orders,  is  thirty-seven  enlisted 
ni«ii,  inclndiog  nou -commissioned  officers,  and  nnless  the  companies 
»re  ttlW  up  to  at  least  eighty  men,  or  tbe  regiments  concentrated,  it  is 
out  of  the  question  to  expect  that  the  instruction  and  discijiliue  ciin  be 
It  all  irhat  is  demandeil  and  ought  to  be  exacted.  Small  as  tbe  present 
fnrrc  is,  the  larger  part  of  the  actual  labor,  as  well  as  tbe  building  re- 
<|nirfd  at  the  posts,  mast  now  be  done  by  enlisted  men,  the  appropria- 
tions being  wholly  insufficient  to  emply  other  labor,  it  is  impossible  to 
rombiue  the  soldier  and  the  laborer  or  mechanic  with  good  results  to 
■'itbfr.  The  work  is,  of  course,  nnsatisfactorily  done,  antl  tbe  disci|)line 
■nd  condition  of  the  troops  suffer  iu  an  even  greater  degree.  It  is  hoped 
(bat  ttie  condition  and  necessities  of  the  Army  may  receive  a  larger  and 


,,gle 


68  HBPOHT  OP  THE  8ECRETART  OP  WAR. 

more  careful  coosideration  than  seems  to  have  been  practicable  for  soire 
yenra  pattt.  I  deaire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  iDtelligence  and  fidelity 
of  tbe  general  staff  ofUcers  serving  at  tliese  headquarters.  I  am  in- 
debted iu  Inrge  degree  to  tbem  tor  the  Etntiofactory  conditioD  of  the  di'- 
partment  in  all  that  relates  to  ilR  ad  ministration. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  roster  of  the  department  ami  a  field  return  uf 
troops  serving  in  it. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  POPE, 
Brevet  Mojor-Qentral  United  Statet  Army,  Commanding. 
Col.  R.  C.  Dbum. 

Assiatant  Adjutant-  General,  Chicago,  III. 


Note. — Report  of  Brigadier-General  Terry,  commandiDg  Departmeut 
of  Dakota,  not  received  in  time  to  be  priuted  in  its  proper  place. 


No.  3  A. — Report  of  Colonel  Gibbon. 

Hbaoqcartbrb  DiarnicT  of  Montana, 

fort  Skaa,  Alonl.,  Stplanbtr  3,  1^. 

Pin;  I  have  tlie  liODor  to  enhmit  Ihe  followine  report  of  recent  military  openttion* 
iu  tbia  dlntrict :  Upon  telegraphic  inrormatloD  toat  Ibo  boatile  Xez  Pprc^  h.id  stHrtnl 
wtstimrd  over  tie  Lo-Lo  trail,  I  ordered  one  of  tlie  compBoies  at  Camp  Baker  (1)! 
and  l.lio  company  at  Fort  Benton,  (F.)  witb  the  exception  of  six  men,  to  move  at  oMf 
to  Fort  Sbaw.  Thoy  were  concentrated  tbere  on  tbe  ^tb  of  July.  The  next  day,  nilb 
Company  K  and  every  man  t«  l>e  apareil  from  the  post,  the  command,  nnmberiog  Fiplir 
olficerB  and  seventy-aix  men,  commenced  the  march  for  Miuonla,  via  Cadotte's  Pm. 
with  pack-malee.  The  diatance,  150  miles,  nai  aceompllsbed  in  aereu  days,  th« 
command  renching  the  new  pout  near  Hinaonla  late  od  the  aftcniooa  of  tbe  3d  of 
Auf;u8t  in  wsgonB  aent  oat  to  meet  it,  preceded  tbe  da;  before  by  tnyaelf  and  itn' 
moHUted  detachment  under  Lleiit.  James  H.  Uradley.  Tbe  Hez  Percds,  with  b  Iafl''' 
herd  of  horsea,  had. on  the  28rh  instant, an ccecded  in  avoidinE  Captain  Rawn'a  liulc 
command  by  march iDg  aro and  it,  and  bad  turned  up  tbe  vaTle;  of  the  fiitler  Rod' 
They  were  tben  teisorely  moving  np  tbe  valley,  halting  for  a  day  or  two  at  a  time  in 
trade  off  to  tbe  inhabitants  their  stolen  Htook  nnd  plonder  for  fresh  horses,  food,  lut 
Bajipliea  of  all  kindn,  including  ammaoition.  The  pitiful  apectaole  was  pre^entfll'f 
these  red- bunded  plunderers,  fresh  from  the  alanghterof  the  pecaefu)  aettlera  of  ancieli- 
boriiiK  Territory,  beinf;  fnnilshed  by  the  citizens  of  Montana  witb  fresh  supplies,  Trtirrli 
enabled  tbem  to  continue  their  &l)(fat  and  their  murderous  work  in  other  parts  of  ibl» 
Territory.  One  bright  exception  stands  out  in  bold  relief  to  what  appears  to  bait 
lieen  the  rule  in  tbelowerpart  of  Bitter  Root  Valley.  Mr.  Yoong.of  Cowallis,  refnsiil 
to  barter  for  their  blood-money,  closed  his  store,  and  dared  them  to  do  their  waist. 

On  the  4tb,  witb  my  command  re-enforced  with  aeveu  officers  and  all  the  men  to  1« 
spared  from  Captain  Rawn'a  command,  (which  bad  been  in  tbe  mean  time  «tTen){tb- 
ened  liv  Company  O,  Seventh  Infantry,  and  every  available  man  to  be  spared  train 
Fort  Ellia,)  I  left  the  post  at  one  o'clock,  with  IQ  omcerti  and  146  men,  in  w^an^  *ui! 
moved  to  Stevensvitle,  which  we  reached  about  nine  o'clock,  a  diatanoe  of  some 
twenty-five  miles.  Tbe  next  day  we  made  thirty  railea,  and  were  Joined  b;  a  numbrT 
of  cititena  from  tbe  apper  valley,  who  volunteered  as  scouts  and  to  Join  na  in  iht 
fight,  if  we  should  orertake  the  Indiana. 

1  hail  bren  informed  that  beyond  a  certain  point  it  noold  be  impraoti cable  to  UV' 
wagons,  and  therefore  broagbt  along  our  pack-mules  and  pack-saddlee,  int«Ddiae, 
when  the  time  came,  to  out  loa«e  from  our  wagons  and  take  to  the  packs ;  bnt  on  tbii 
day  I  was  fbrtnnate  enough  to  secure  the  services  of  Mr.  Joe  Blodget,  a  man  tharon).-b],[ 
acquainted  with  the  country,  who  assured  me  that  be  bad  broogbt  liebtly-loidril 
tragons  over  the  trail  all  the  way  from  Bannook,  and  that  it  waa  a  poaaiMa  allhongti 
di£Boalt  road. 
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n*  tMd  wu  exMllent  aniil  we  oommenoed  to  cliiob  tbe  divide  wpftnitiDg  na  from 
Ebh'«  HoI«,  at  tbe  extreme  upper  eod  of  tbe  Bitter  Root  Vftlle;.  Here  the  Mcent  nae 
Mt  M«ep,n]Rged,  and  orooked  tbst  we  were  compelled  to  halt  at  nightfall  and  make 
idry  eanp  beTore  te&chiiiK  tbe  snmmit,  baving  BUMeeded  io  tnakiag  duriu);;  the  du; 
i<Dlf  lnentf-fonT  miles.  The  oeit  day  (71b)  we  wtire  foar  bonri  in  rHaohitiK  rhe  sum- 
mit, ibA  aoeceeded  in  making  ouly  l:lj  mitu,  with  a  Btill  steeper  asceut  before  us  fur 
Uu  ae»  day. 

We  hu)  up  to  thia  time  been  passing  regularly  tbe  Indian  campiag-gronnds,  which 
rlwvtd  thai  tbey  weni  muviug  at  tbe  rat«  of  about  twelve  or  fuucteEO  milea  a  day,  bo 
(hit  if  we  could  oontinne  to  doubl»  this  distance  tbe  qneetioD  of  nvertakingtbeenemT 
wuaimplf  oneof  time.  No  accurate  estimate  of  tbeir  atrength  eontd  he  maile,  as 
nuajrorthem  munpied  simple  brush  sbeltera.  It  was  observed,  also,  that  tlie  lepee- 
polei.  ilwaja  left  standing  in  tbeir  canipa,  were  collected  each  night  for  temporary 
imrpnen,  and  no  signs  of  tepae-polea  nor  travois  for  woniided  were  seen  on  tbe  tmil. 
rbg  Imt  eatimate  of  their  atmngth  I  could  obtain  from  tbe  icbabitanu  of  the  valley 
piTB  them  aSO  wurtors,  all  of  whom  were  well-aimed  and  with  a  plentiful  snpply  of 

(^  camping  at  tbe  foot  of  the  main  diride  of  tbe  Bocky  HoantaiuB,  on  tbe  evening 
of  the  Tth,  Lieutenant  Bradley,  who  bad  been  sent  lu  wlvaiioe  duriug  tbe  day  witb 
bu  moanted  men  and  a  small  party  of  citisens,  offored  to  make  a  uigbt  march,  if  poa- 
ti tile  overtake  the  camp,  and  make  an  attempt  to  stampede  tbe  herd,  wbieb  every 
indicalioD  showed  was  very  large.  Some  tweiity-Qve  of  tbe  citixeuR  voldDteered  to 
urompany  him,  aa  did  also  Lient.  J.  W.  Jaooba,  regimental  quartermaster  Seventh 
liibolry ;  his  iiepfaew,  Hr.  8.  J.  Ilerron,  of  Eeutacky ;  Sergeaut  Wilson,  Compaoy  I, 
NVFDtfa  Inlantry,  and  Boatwick,  tbe  post  guide  of  Fort  Shaw. 

In  accordance  with  this  auggeation,  Lieutenant  Bradley,  with  bis  oooimand,  amoniit- 
ing  Lo  some  60  men,  was  ordered  to  pnab  forward  dnring  tbe  night,  and  try  to  strike 
UtBcaotp  before  daylight. 

The  next  morning  the  maiu  body  resumed  tbe  march  at  five  o'clock,  aod  at  onre 
C'iDimeneed  t«  ascend  the  formidable  barrier  In  its  front,  the  diBlcnltiea  of  the  road 
itiag  increased  by  quantities  of  falleu  timber,  which  bad  to  be  removed  or  Kot  roiiud. 
Otu  wagons  were  only  lightly  loaded,  and  by  doubling  teams  and  using  the  men  ac 
'Irag-rupfa  we  succeeded  in  reaching  tbe  summit,  a  distance  nf  aboat  two  miles.  In  slE 
trian.  From  thence  a  gentle  incline  led  lor  over  twenty  miles  down  into  tbe  Big 
Halt  Basin.  Bat  the  road  was  much  obstructed  by  fallen  timber  and  a  diOionlt 
•Iream,  with  abrupt  banks,  which  we  were  obliged  to  cross  numerous  times.  Here 
Ibe  aervioes  of  onr  excellent  guide,  Joe  Hlodget,  were  must  valuable,  and  but  for  him 
werould  not  pomibly  bave  made  even  tbe  time  we  did. 

Brfore  we  bad  reached  the  anmmit  I  received  a  courier  from  Lientenant  Bradley, 
infonniDg  me  that  the  distance  be  had  to  pass  over  was  greater  than  was  supposed, 
\nA  thatdayliicbt  had  overtaken  him  before  he  had  succeeded  in  reaching  the  camp  of 
ibt  ludians.  We  pnabed  ahead  without  waiting  to  rest  or  feed  the  animals,  and  later 
13  the  day  I  received  auother  message  from  him  informing  me  that  he  had  discovered 
the  localian  of  tbe  Indian  camp,  bud  concealed  bis  command  in  tbe  hilla,  and  was 
avaiitug  my  arrival.  Fearing  tbe  Indians  would  discover  him.  I  left  tbe  train  under 
'tiargp  of  one  cnmpany,  (Lngan'a,)  tn  come  on  as  fast  as  posalble,  and  started  forward 
with  Che  rest  of  the  command  and  the  mountain  howitzer,  but  with  all  the  a|>eHd  we 
luald  make  it  was  nearly  sunset  before  we  reached  Linnteuant  Bradley's  position,  and 
'bt  Indian  camp  was  atill  tonr  or  live  miles  distant.  The  train  was  uow  bronjfbt  up, 
chirf'ly  parked  amidst  the  brush  of  tbe  little  valley  down  which  we  were  traveling,  and 
the  auimals  tnrued  ont  to  rest  and  feed.  No  fires  were  built,  and  after  posting  pickeM 
ait  laid  down  to  rest  until  ten  o'oluuk.  At  that  bonr,  tbe  command,  now  consisting  of 
it  alBcers,  133  men,  and  31  citizens,  started  down  tbe  trail  on  foot,  each  man  being 
I'Tovidtd  with  ninety  ruuDda  of  ammunition,  Tbe  liowltxer  oontd  not  accompany  tbu 
?>lamti,  in  oonaeinence  of  tbe  quantity  of  fallen  timber  obstructing  tbe  trail,  and  the 
cblM  wbi«h  woald  have  to  be  made  in  removing  it.  Orders  were  therefore  given  that 
SI  carl;  daylight  it  shonld  start  after  ne,  with  a  pack-mule  loaded  with  two  thousand 
rouDdsaf  exir» ammunition. 

The  M  citizens  who  volunteered  to  aooompany  us  being  joined  by  Lieutenant  Brad- 
^j'a  eominand,  the  advance  was  given  to  bim,  and  rhe  column  moved  in  silence  down 
ilie  irail,  tbe  night  being  clear  and  starligbt.  After  proceeding  about  three  miles  tbe 
iiuntry  opened  out  into  the  Bi^  Hole  Basin,  and  still  following  the  trail  guided  by  one 
'!<  (he  ciumoa  who  knew  tbe  locality,  we  turned  to  the  left  and  followingsloogtbe  low 
luut-hill«  aoiMi  came  in  sight  of  fires.  After  proceediug  about  a  mile  from  where  we 
emerged  from  the  mountains,  we  passad  through  a  point  of  timber  projectiog  nut  into 
'lie  valley,  and  just  beyond  encountered  a  large  herd  of  ponies  grazing  upon  tbe  bill- 
•tdv.  A>  we  ailently  advanced  tbey  commenced  neigbiug,  but  fortunately  did  ilut  lie- 
''>me  •lamwd,  an<l  by  the  time  we  bail  pooaed  tbruugh  the  herd  the  ontline  of  tbe 
!--peeB«Mld  be  made  out  in  the  bnttnm  below. 
The  eomiiMDd  was  now  baited,  and  all  laid  down  to  wait  fur  daylight.    Hare  wj 
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noises  of  tbo  CBmp.  Jnat  before  <layii)(lit  Saoito'ii  oonipany,  and  then  Combs's  were 
sent  down  into  the  valley  and  deployed  aa  akirmiabsra,  and  ub  day  be^u  to  break  anil 
euable  me  to  make  ont  the  sronild  beneatb  nii,  I  found  that  tbe  tepeas,  in  the  funii  of 
■n  open  V  with  tbe  apex  toward  iia,  extended  alonj;  tbe  apposite  aide  of  a  larf^e  creek 
Mine  two  01  tbree  bandred  yards  frutn  us.  Tbe  intervening  apaoe  bettveea  tbe  e»mp 
and  tbe  foot  of  the  slope  upon  wbicb  we  atuod  was  almost  entirely  covered  willi  i 
ilenae  growth  of  willow  brush,  in  the  grassy  apiLces  between  which  herds  uf  poiiiei 
were  grszini;,  A  deep  iilnii);b  wilh  water  in  plaees  waist  deep  wunnd  through  tliU 
bottom  from  right  to  left,  and  had  to  be  crossed  before  the  stream  itself  conld  be 
rf  ached.  As  tbe  li);bt  increased  Cooibs  and  Sanoo  were  ordered  to  move  forward,  tlieii 
Bradley  and  his  citizens  on  the  left,  with  Bawn  anil  Williams  in  snppon.  All  piub^il 
forward  in  perfect  silence,  while  now  scarceiy  a  sonnd  issued  from  the  camp.  Had- 
deoly  a  aingle  shot  on  the  extreme  left  rang  ont  on  the  ntear  morning  nir.  followed 
qnickly  by  several  others,  and  tbe  whole  Ime  puabed  rapidly  forward  through  llw 
lirusb.  Logan's  company  being  sent  In  ou  tbe  run  on  tbe  extreme  right.  A  beav; 
jire  waa  at  once  opened  along  the  whole  line  of  b>peeB.  tbe  atanled  Indiana  rasbing 
from  them  in  every  direction,  and  for  a  few  niomentB  no  sbo'B  were  returned.  Comliu 
and  SannD  first  struck  tbe  cnmp  at  tbe  apex  of  tbe  T,  crossed  the  main  stream,  and 
delivered  tbeir  fire  at  close  range  into  the  tepees  and  tbe  Indians  as  they  piHired  fraiii 
them.  Many  of  the  Indiana  broke  at  once  for  the  bmsb,  and  shelteriug  theinselvM 
liebiud  tbe  creek-bank  opened  lire  on  tbe  troops  as  they  oame  into  the  open  groancl. 
This  waa  especially  the  esse  on  the  right  or  oppor  end  of  the  oamp  where  the  cmk 
made  a  bend  toward  our  line.  As  Logau  aud  Ibe  right  of  tbe  line  swept  forward,  odc 
men  found  tbemselvea  directly  at  tbe  back  of  these  Indiana,  and  here  the  grestml 
elangbter  took  place.  In  less  tban  twenty  miuntrs  we  had  complete  poasesaiou  of  tb« 
tbe  whole  camp,  and  orders  were  given  to  oommenoe  destroying  it. 

But  tbe  Indiann  had  not  given  up  tbe  fight,  and  while  a  portion  uf  tbe  command 
'were  engaged  in  Netting  lire  ts  the  tepeee,  other  portions  were  occupied  in  reulyiug  tn 
the  rifle  sbote,  which  now  cauie  upon  us  from  every  direction— the  brush,  the  crwk- 
liaiik.  the  open  prairie,  and  tbe  dintant  bills.  The  fire  from  these  latter  poaitinnK.  nl- 
tbongh  at  lung  range,  was  by  fur  the  most  deadly,  and  it  aoou  became  evident  that  tbe 
enemy's  Bharpshooters.hidden  behind  trees,  rocka,  dtc,  possessed  an  immense  advantaKe 
over  ns,  insomuch  that  we  conld  not  compete  with  them.  At  almoat  every  crack  o(  ■ 
rifle  from  the  diatunt  hills  some  member  of  tbe  oommand  waa  sure  to  fall.  Hv  acting 
adjutant,  Lieut.  C.  A.  Woodruff,  and  myself,  with  our  horses,  wore  wounded'  at  Itiin 
time.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  only  t«medy  wan  Ui  take  up  some  podtion  where 
we  would  be  more  on  an  equality  with  the  enemy.  Orders  wBri»,  therefore,  rBlnctanily 
given  to  witbdiaw  through  tHe  brtisb  to  a  piwilion  ntidtr  tbe  bill  from  which  we  bml 
first  started,  and  then  push  for  Lhe  timber  through  which  we  had  passed  iu  Ibe 
nieht. 

Tbia  mnrement  was  ancceasfullyaccoinpliabed,  such  of  our  woanded  as  we  conld  find 
being  carrii^  witll  us,  and  the  few  ludians  who  occupied  the  timber  being  driven  oul. 
Hero  we  took  ap  our  poaitiou,  and  aheltering  ourselves  behind  the  trees,  fallen  logs,  &e„ 
replied  to  tbe  fiie  of  tbe  HharpHhuoteiv,  who  soon  gathered  around  us,  occupying  tbe 
brush  below  and  the  timber  above. 

Foratimetheirfire  was  very  clone  and  deadly;  and  here  Lient«nantEng1ishTeceiT«d 
Rmorlnl  wound;  Captain  Williania  was  struck  a  second  time,  and  a  targe  nnmberof 
men  killed  and  nonudfd.  The  Indians  crawled  np  aa  closely  as  they  darrd  to  conir, 
and  with  yella  of  encouragement  urged  each  other  on,  but  onr  men  mat  tbem  with  s 
bold  front,  and  our  tire,  aa  ne  afterward  learned  by  the  blood  and  dood  Indiana  fonnd, 
punished  them  aeverely. 

Just  aa  we  took  np  our  poaitinu  in  the  timber  two  abotsfrom  onr  howitzer  on  the 
trail  above  ua  were  heard,  ^nd  we  afterward  learned  that  the  gnn  and  pack-mule  willi 
ammunition  were,  ou  tbe  road  to  ua,  intercepted  by  Indiana.  The  non-com  mi  ssinued 
nHlcera  iu  charge.  Sergeants  Daly  and  Frederics  and  Corporal  Salna,  made  the  br^t 
resistance  tbey  conld,  whilat  tbe  two  privaleacowanlly  Sed  at  the  first  appearsuce  uf 
danger  and  never  atopped  till  tbuy  bad  put  a  hundred  miles  between  tbemaelvefi  and 
tbe  b^ttle-tield,  spreading,  of  course,  as  such  oowarda  always  do,  the  moat  exaggerated 
reports  of  tbe  dire  calanitly  which  had  overtahnn  the  entire  command.  The  piece  was 
tired  twice,  and  as  tbe  ludiana  closed  around  it  the  men  used  their  rifles.  Corporal 
Sales  was  killed,  the  two  aergeaala  wounded,  the  animal  waa  shot  down,  and  Ptivale 
Juhu  O.  Kennett,  tbe  driver,  entangled  in  their  fall,  cutting  himaeK  loose,  beancceedud 
iu  reaching  tbe  braab  aud  escaped  to  tbe  train,  wbich  the  two  sergfanta,  Blodgetl,  tbe 
guide,  and  William,  a  colored  servant  of  Lieutenant  Jacobs,  alao  reached.  In  tbe  uwau 
lime  onr  fight  in  tbe  timber  continued  with  more  or  less  activity  all  day.  .But  every 
hour  was  increaaing  the  atreugth  of  our  poaition,  when  a  new  danger  threatened  as. 
A  strong  wind  was  blowing  from  the  next,  aud  taking  advantage  of  this,  tbe  Indians 
sft  lire  to  the  grass,  Intendiug,  doubtless,  to  follow  np  the  fire  and  make  a  dash  n|>on 
ns   while  we  were  blinded  by  tbe  dense  amoke.    Bn(  fortunately  the  grass  waa  too 
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irno  (0  bam  Tspiilly,  >Dd  before  tbe  9re  reaobed  aoy  of  tbe  dead  timber  1y[Di[  alniiit 
n  il  veatoat.  The  Indiana  remaiaed  around  us  Sriof;  oocanioDally  uearly  all  niKbt. 
Tbefhid,  bowever,  broken  caiDpimmediately  afcer  we  abandoned  it,aud  sunt  off  tbeir 
■omni  and  children  and  herda  in  a  sontherly  direotion. 

Dnnog  the  iiif;ht  I  sent  a  mnneT  to  the  train  and  two  others  to  Deer  Lod^e  Tia 
FnsKh'aGulob.  for  medical  assistance  and  snpplies,  tearing  onr  train  had  been  captured, 
Tbitfear  was  increased  earl;  next  morninfcon  the  arrival  of  a  courier  from  Qeneral  How- 
ud.  who  said  be  had  seen  nothing;  of  it.  Ue  had  passed  it  in  the  darkness  of  the  nif>fat 
witboat  seeing  it.  Later  in  the  day  ne  comuinnicated  with  the  train,  but  the  Indians 
ID  Roall  parties  still  appearing  in  the  interval  which  separated  us  from  it,  I  sent 
Ciptain  Browning  with  twenty-live  men  tn  bring  it  in,  and  it  reached  us  just  before 
fuDdowB,  bringing  ns  our  much  needed  blankets  and  provisions,  not,  however,  until 
<c  bad  partialTj  oonsnmed  the  flesh  of  Lieutenant  Woodruff's  horse  brought  wounded 
teeor  pinion  and  conveaiently  billed  by  tbe  Indians  inside  our  tines.  The  ladiaas 
isie  na  a  parting  shower  of  bnllela  about  11  o'clock  that  night  and  we  »aw  uu  more  of 
Iban  alterwarde. 

Panlea  were  sent  out  on  tbe  11th  to  bury  the  dead,  all  of  whom  were  fbund,  recog- 
niicd,  and  decently  interred,  and  to  recover  Ihe  howitzer,  which  wm  found  conceal^ 
ID  Ihe  bmab,  tbe  carriage- wheels  being  carried  off. 

It  10  a.  m.  General  Howard  reached  my  camp,  having  pushed  forward  with  a  small 
Mcwt,  under  tbe  belief  that  he  was  coming  to  a  sorely  ^ieagiiered  party,  and  the  next 
■DOTDiDg  bia  medical  olBcers  arrived  and  gave  to  our  euffisring  wounded  the  mach 
Dwded  attendance.  The  tbilowing  day,  (13tli,)  having  afaigned  to  dnty  with  General 
Howard,  to  aid  in  tbe  pursuit,  fifty  men  of  my  command,  under  Cajitain  Browning 
*Dil  Lieatenanta  Wright  and  Van  Orsdale,  all  of  whom  volunteered  for  the  service,  I 
blithe  battle-field  with  the  wounded  and  tbe  balance  of  the  command  for  Deer  Lodge, 
otfr  ninety  miles  distant.  I  reached  that  place  on  the  15th,  and  the  command  tbe 
iKit  day,  tbsnka  to  the  spontaneous  assistance  promptly  forwarded  to  us  by  tbe  citi- 
(OU  o{  Helena,  Deer  Lodge,  and  Butte. 

Id  cloaing  this  report,  I  deeire  to  speak  in  tbe  most  commendatory  t«rms  of  tbe  con- 
tact of  both  nfBctrrs  and  meu  (with  the  exception  of  the  two  cowards  who  deserted  the 
bovilzer.)  With  tbe  exception  of  Captain  Logan  and  Lieutenant  Bradley,  both  of 
■  bom  were  killed  vei;  early  In  tbe  action,  every  olficer  came  under  my  personal  ob- 
wrration  at  eome  time  or  other  during  the  light,  and  where  all  were  so  active,  KealouR, 
iai  ooungeoDs,  not  only  in  themselves  dghtinr;  and  in  cheering  on  the  men,  but  iti 
pruDipt  obedience  to  every  order,  1  Hud  it  out  of  tbe  question  to  make  any  attempt  at 
dlMrimination,  and  will  simply  mention  the  names  of  those  who  were  preaeut  in  the 
battle: 

They  wereCaptainsC.C.Rawn,RichardComlia,GeoiyeL.  Browning,  J.  M.J.  Sanno, 
Ccnatant  Williams,  (wounded  twice,)  and  William  Logan,  (killed ;)  }  irst  LiGiitonnDta 
C.  A.  Coolldge,  (wounded  three  limea,)  James  H.  Rraiirey,  (killed,)  J.  W.  Jacobs,  Eegi- 
uwntal  Qaartermaster  Allen  H.  Jackson,  George  U.  Wnght,  and  William  H.  Englieh, 
imoTtally  wounded  and  since  dead ;)  and  Second  Lieutenants  C.  A  Woodruff^  acting 
adjntao^  (wonnded  three  times,)  J.  F.  Van  Oisdale,  E.  K.  Harden,  and  Francis  Wood- 

For  the  ofBcers  engaged  in  this  sharp  little  affair  I  have  nothing  to  ask,  and  am  nn' 
able  to  persuade  myseU  to  ask  fur  that  next  to  nothing,  a  brevet.  But  I  earnestly 
nrge  that  tbe  antboritles  may  ask  of  Congress  the  enactment  of  a  special  law,  giviug 
uAiceis  below  the  grade  of  field  otfioers,  and  soldiers  wonnded  in  battle  the  same  iO' 
crease  of  pay  as  they  are  now  entitled  to  tOt  e'.'ery  five  years  of  service,  the  law  to  gu 
Into  effect  ^m  the  commencement  of  Ihe  present  fiscal  year. 

A  complete  list  of  casualties  is  appended  to  this  report,  showing  a  loss  of  tbe  aggre- 
gate engaged,  (191,)  including  the  howitzer  party,  of  29  killed  and  40  woundM. 

Captain  Comba,  who  bad  charge  of  our  burial  party,  reports  eighty-three  dead  Indians 
ftiand  on  the  field,  and  six  more  dead  warriors  were  found  in  a  raviue  some  distance 
[ridi  the  battle-field  after  the  command  loft  there. 

Piist  Lieut.  Henry  M.  Benson  reached  Fort  Shaw  from  sick  leave  the  day  after  the 
eiiaiinaod  left  there;  although  not  fit  for  dnty  he  started  the  same  day  and  endeavored 
tu  overtake  the  command,  but  failed.  He  then  startrd  for  Missoula  by  stage  and  finally 
rrported  to  me  at  Deer  Lodge,  August  15th.  At  his  earnest  solicitation  I  ordered  him 
di'Wii  on  the  atage-road  to  take  charge  of  such  militia  orgnnixations  as  be  found  there 
aud  la  report  to  General  Howard.  This  he  did.  was  attached  to  Captain  Norwood's 
eompKDy,  Second  Cavalry,  went  into  action  with  it  on  the  SOth  of  Aiignj^t,  and  whilu 
gikUaatly  fighting  was  wounded,  thus  adding  one  more  to  the  casualties  in  the  regimettt. 
1  am,  air,  Terr  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
Colonel  SevtnOt  Infantry,  Commanding. 

To  tin  Amistakt  Ai>jdtakt-G8ker*i., 

ZtqMrfiMHt  c/  Dalmla,  Saint  Paul,  Minn. 


>ndty  Google 
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Litl  of  HlUi  and  leottnitd  at  battle  at  Big  Holt,  Montana  Hrritonf,  Aaguil  9, 1S7T. 

CompaDj'  A. — C«pt.  William  Logati,  ud  Private  Joho  B.  Smith. 

CompaDj'  B. — First  LieiiL  Jtueii  H.  Bradley. 

Cumpany  U. — Corporal  Williaiu  H,  Pdyue,  Corporal  Jacoli  Eiaanhat,  uid  Maaiciao 
Fraocit  Galttigber. 

CoDipaoy  E.— Privat*  Mathew  Buthtrly. 

Compauy  F.— Privates  William  D.  Pumroy  aud  James  McGuire. 

Compauy  O.— First  Si'CKBai^t  Rubert  L.  EdKevnrth,  Sergeaat  Williun  H.  yartln, 
Corporal  Dotnmlnic  O'Conner,  Corporal  Robert  E.  Siile,  and  Privates  Jobn  O'Brieii, 
OnttleibMaax. 

Company  H. — Private  McKiudra  L.  Drake,  (orderly  for  Colonel  Gibbon.) 

Company  I.— Ser^^anl  Uichael  Hogan,  Corporal  Diiniul  McCaffrey,  and  Privale  Her- 
man  Biuetz. 

Comiutiiy  K.— First  Sergeant  Frederick  SCortz,  Mosiciaa  Thomas  Slinebaker,  ud 
Artificer  Jubn  Kleis. 


Sergeant  Edward  Page,  Company  L. 

Col.  John  Gibbon,  Seventh  Infantry,  (left  thigh,  sevpre  flesh  wonnd.) 

Company  A. — First  Lieut  C-  A.  Cuulidge,  (both  legs  above  knees,  riifht  baod  severe  :) 
Private  James  C.  Lehmer,  (right  leg  aeriuus ;)  I'rivate  Charled  Alberts,  (under  lell 
breast,  serious  ;)  Private  Lorenzo D.  Browu,  [right  fihouldisr,  serious  ;)  Private Georgo 
Leber,  (scalp,  slight.) 

Coiiinany  D. — Sergeant  Patrick  C.  Daly,  (scalp  slight;)  Corporal  John  Hnrpby, 
(right  uip,  severe;)  Musician  Timolby  Cruuau,  (right  shoulder  aud  breast,  seriuuii.} 
Private  James  Keys,  (right  font,  severe.) 

Company  £, — Rergcant  William  Wright, (scalp, sLght  j)  Sergeant  James  Bell, (riglit 
*  shoulder,  sevrre.) 

Company  P. — Capt.  Constant  Williams,  (right  ude,  severe,  and  scalp,  slight;)  ^^'~ 
geant  William  W.  Watson,  (right  hip,  serious  ;  died  August  29,  1UT7;)  Corporal  Chri»- 
tian  Lnttman,  (both  legs,  sevure;)  Musician  John  Eriksou,  (left  arm,  flesh  ;)  Privste 
Edwin  D.  Hunter,  (right  hand, severe;)  Private  George  Maurec, (through  both  chttks. 

Company  G. — Sergeant  John  W.  H.  Frederic,  (left  ahonlder,  flesh :)  SergeaDt  Rob- 
ert Benziuger,  (right  breast,  flvsh  ;)  Private  John  J.  Conner,  (right  eye,  slight;)  Pri- 
vate Geor^^e  Baughart,  (right ahonlder,  thigh,  and  wrist,  severe ;)  Private  Jamestiuik, 
(riuht  bieust.  seiious;)  Private  (Charles  H.  Kobbuke,  (left  hip,  slight.) 

Company  I. — First  Lieut.  William  L.  English,  (through  biick,  serious,  and  Kslp. 
slight;  die<l August  19,  lnT7 ;)  Corporal  Richard  M.  CunliSe,  (shouiderand  arm.  flesh;) 
Private  Patric  Fallon,  (hip  and  leg,  serious;)  Private  William  Thompson,  (left  ahoulilvr, 
flesh  ;)  Private  Joseph  Daroei,  (aukte  aud  leg.  serioos.) 

Company  K. — Second  Lieut.  C.  A.  WoodnilT,  (both  legs  above  knees,  M)d  left  he^l. 
severe  ;)  Sergeant  Howard  Clarke,  (heel,  severe  ;)  Private  David  Heaton,  (right  wri^l. 
severe ;)  Private  Mathew  Deviue,  (forearm,  Huriuus ;)  Private  Pbilo  O.  Hurlburt,  (left 
■houldur,  flesh.) 

BBCOKD  CAVALRY, 

Company  F. — Private  Charles  B.  Gould,  (left  aide,  severe.)  * 

Citi/ien  rolunleeri. 
Killed.— L..  C.  Elliott,  John  Armstrong,  David  Morrow,  Alvin  Loekwood,  Campbell 
Uitcbell,  H.  S.  Uustwick,  just  gnide,  Fort  Shaw. 

11  oiiNd«I.— Myruu  Lookwuod,  Otto  Syford,  Jacob  Baker,  William  Byan. 

BECAnXUtATtON. 

KlUed.  Wounded. 

OfficotB  Seventh  Infantrr 3  5* 

Enlisted  men  Seventh  Infantry 20  301 

Enlisted  men  Second  Cavalry *  1 

VolDoteeis,  (citiieiis) 5  4 

Bostwick,  (uitizen) 1 

Total 29        40 

*  Ooe  uDicmiiiioe  died.    lOueculialed  mui  aioee  disiL    JFoslguids  at  Fort  Sbaw. 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
CaloMcI  Stvtnih  Infantrg,  CommaiiUng  DUIrM  Montana. 
Brptembbr  3,  IH77. 


I,  Cookie 
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HRADqnATtTERS  Dbpartmbkt  op  Dakota, 

Saiiil  Paul,  Minn.,  Srptember  14,  1877. 
Bispcelftill;  forwarded  to  Headqaorters  Military  DivUIon  of  the  Misaoari. 
I  iiivii«  MpecUl  kUentioD  to  tbe  moat  mRrilorJnoB  and  gallant  aervica  n^ndered  by 
Culooel  GibboD  uul  hia  commMid,  and  I  Joia  ia  tho  reconnnendation  which  he  uaken. 
ALFRED  H.  TERKY, 
BristtdioT'Gtntrtil,  Commanding'. 


Ko.  3  B.— Report  of  Col.  S.  D.  Stur^. 

[Telopsm.) 
HBAD<]UART)iRt4  DiBTItlCT  OF  THB  YBLL0W8T0NK, 

C'aaloNNicnt  at  Tons"'  ^■■'■r,  Mont.,  Septmber  IT,  1877. 
CcDtnl  A.  H.  Tekbt, 

Cvmmtat^ug  Deparimait  of  D^a>ta,a*d  Comtnaniing  Ofictr  Fort  B¥ford  : 
Tbe  iDcloaed  diapatchM  jii«t  received.  I  &nr  that  (he  reqaett  for  more  troops  has 
mchod  me  Um  late.  I  will  Irave  Dine  (9)  cniupaDies  of  iufaDtry  and  one  (1)  uf  oav- 
aicy  at  thii  noiut  and  on  tbe  Yellowetoce.  With  tbe  remaiader  I  will  Btriku  acroHH  by 
b-idef  BigDty  MuBselsbell,  Crooked  Cteek,  aod  Cairoti,  with  tbebopeof  iutiiroeiiiiug 
I  e  !i»z  Percys  ID  tbeir  nioveuetit  north.  I  presume  that  Oenereb  Howard  aud  Stur- 
■~.^  wilt  follow  to  the  MiHeonri,  and  I  earnestly  reqaeat  that  an  abuodaoce  of  rations 
v\  %nau  be  aent  np  the  MisBonri  for  tbe  coiumanda  that  will  be  on  that  river. 

nie  ataamers  are  liable  to  meet  tbe  commands  at  mouth  of  MDasulabell  or  above 
M  The  Uiaaonri.  If  the  stores  are  not  all  required  on  tbe  Miasouri  tbey  can  be  trana- 
ymti  acnws  to  these  posts  J  would  reciuest  that  not  teas  than  00,000  rationa  and  all 
ihFpain  that  cah  be  forwarded,  (say  500,000  pounds,)  alaooIBcers'  stores,  and  a  qaan- 
tiiy  of  elothid);,  wbich  will  be  needed,  bo  sent  up  the  Hiasouri. 

i  will  lend  oonriers  to  Carmll  tu  meet  the  boata.  Tbe  infiiatry  oompanies  at  Peck 
UQ  be  employed  aa  Bnard  for  stores. 

Very  napcctfuilv,  your  obedient  Mivant, 

N.  A.  MILES, 
C«loaW  SyiK  InfantTi,  Bttvel  Major-GenenU  Uxiltd  Statra  Armg,  Commanding. 


HXADQUARTRRB  DEPARTMENT  OF   THX   COLUMBIA, 

Bridger'i  Cragain^  Ciarkt'a  Fork,  Sf'gQ.  Tar.,  Avgutt  12,  1877. 
Colonel:  While  Colonel  Stnrfcia  waa  aconting  toward  Rlinkinf;  Water  tbe  Indians 
(111  niy  force  in  cloae  parauit  paaaed  hie  right,  and  tbey,  after  a  auort  detour,  turned  to 
t  .arke's  Fork  and  by  forced  marches  avoided  Sturgia  completely. 

1  hare  am  tSturtcia  with  Major  San  ford,  Ki  rat  Cavalry,  and  Lirntenant  Otia,  Fourth 
.\niUrr)-,  with  howitzer  battery,  in  fattt  pnrauit,  and  myaelf  following;  aa  rapidly  as 
<'"aible  with  the  remainder  of  my  own  imiuediate  command.  Tbe  Indiana  are  reported 
^'ingcdown  Clarke's  Fork  and  atraiicbt  toward  the  Mu«Hclshe]|.  Tbey  will  in  all  proh- 
'iiilitj  eroaa  the  Yellowatone  near  the  month  of  Clarku'it  Fork,  and  make  alt  haace  to 
."ill  a  band  of  hoatile  Sionx.  They  will  uae  every  exertion  to  reach  the  MnBaelnbell 
>»untry  and  fnrm  thia  janotion,  anil  aa  tbey  make exceediuKly  lon^;  marches  it  will  re- 
I  Mire  tioaaoal  activity  to  intercept  or  overtake  them.  I  eamtstly  reqaeat  you  to  make 
•^riycSort  in  your  power  to  prevent  tbe  eacape  of  thia  hostile  band,  and  at  leaat  to 
!i'ii<l  them  in  ehecic  until  I  can  overtake  them.  Pleaae  send  me  return  couriers  with  in- 
tiTmaiion  of  yoar  and  the  boatilee'  whentaboula,  your  intended  niovemeots,  and  any 
I  ibrr  infomwiion  I  oncfat  to  know. 
YoDTs,  reapentfally, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Brigadier-Gentral,  Commjmding  ExpeiMon  again«(  hotiiU  A'ti  Ptrcii. 
To  CoL  H.  A.  Milks, 

Fifth  Infantry. 


CnossiNo  or  the  Yellowbtoke,  near  Mucth  Clarks'b  Fore, 

13lA  Septemhtr — 9  a.  m. 
riKUl  Rexxral:  I  forward  dispatch  Juat  received  from  Qeneral  Howard,  wbo  ia  some 
'~  ruilea  in  my  rear.     I  have  alao  a  duplicate  which  I  will  endeavor  to  send  by  boat  if 
^laaible.    I  fear  yoa  will  be  greatly  disappointed  wben  you  learu  that  the  bostilea  hBTO, 
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by  a  snddeii  and  Diiexpect«d  taro,  erosaed  this  river  aod  throwD  as  bopelesslj,  I  fear, 
Id  their  rear. 

All  that  joa  coald  do  vua  done,  and  I  tboaubt  all  that  ne,  too,  coold  do  va»  aW  : 
doDe  to  JDHure  tbeir  destructioD ;  aud,  indeed,  four  ilays  agci  I  would  not  have  Riwn  a 
dollar  to  bave  bad  tbeir  capture  insured  to  me  ;  bat  the  abseace  of  a  single  f;ui<le,  who 
had  ever  beeu  in  the  country  in  which  we  were  operating,  talcen  in  connectioa  with 
our  igooran^e  of  it,  and  its  exceeding  rough  and  broken  character,  and  my  inaliilitv  to 

learn  anything  of  Howard's  posi'ion,  eDablert  thera  t    -''  ' *"  " --  —  — 

felt  sure  of  success.    This  is  extremely  mortifying  to  I 
all  that  baoian  endurance  caa  possibly  accoaipliah  ti 

My  animals  are  shoeless  and  broken  dowa,  ai 
we  made  fifty  miles  yesterday,  and  will  try  to 
while  we  are  uowarossiug  tbe  river,  their  scunt 
ns,  aod  I  fear  tbeir  mala  body  hoe  some  thirty-si 
tions  to  offer,  as  I  presume  General  Howard,  in 
tbe  aitOHiion  before  you  in  detail. 

1  am,  geaeral,  very  reapeetfully,  your  obedieot  servant, 

S.  D.  8TUHGIS, 
Colmiet  Settnih  Cavalrji,  Commanditg. 

To  Col  K.  A.  Milks, 

ConiHaitdiRg  DMriel  reflmMfimt,  Tangut  JfiF«r. 


Ko.  3  C^B^port  of  Got.  Nelson  A.  Miles. 

HKADgnARTRRS  DISTRICT  OF  THB   TKLLOWSTONB,  IN   TRK  FlEI.D, 

Camp  ntar  north  end  of  Bear'i-PoK  Jfoiiatain*,  Mont.,  Oct.  6,  I8TT. 

Sir:  I  have  the  bonor  to  report  having  received  on  tbe  evening  of  the  ITth  nltimoi 
a  commaoicatiou  dated  the  12tb  from  General  Howard,  then  on  Clarke's  Fork,  statlnf; 
that  the  Nez  PerciSs  had  evaded  tbe  oomniands  to  tbe  north  of  tbeni  and  were  paBhiDK 
northward.  I  at  once  orgauii:ed  all  of  the  available  force  of  loy  command  fur  a  move- 
ment to  intercept  or  pursue  them.  The  command  left  the  cantonment  an  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th.  The  different  orders  regarding  escort  for  the  commission  had  alrrailv 
put  en  Toutt  the  battalion  Second  Cavalry  and  one  (I)  company  (Hale's)  Seventh  Cur- 
alry.  These  were  taken  up  on  tbe  march.  The  command  reached  tbe  Missouri  River,  al 
the  mouth  of  the  Husselsbell,  on  tbe  23d  day  of  September,  bnt,  learning  on  the  moni- 
ing  of  tbe  25th,  that  tbe  Nez  Percds  bad  crossed  at  L'ow  Inland  ou  tbe  S3d,  bod  ie- 
stroyed  the  depot  there  and  moved  northward,  I  immediately  crossed  the  Hiesotiti. 
The  command  on  the  QCth  moved  northward  from  month  of  Musselshell,  and  on  the 
27th,  leaving  my  train  to  follow,  pnsbed  on  rapidly  by  tbe  northern  side  of  (he  Littlp 
Rockier,  thence  across  to  tbe  northern  end  of  the  Beai^s-Paw  Mountains,  which  point  1 
reached  on  tbe  evening  of  tbe  2!lth.  On  the  same  evening  the  trail  wan  discovered  by 
my  scouts  entering  theranf^  to  my  left.  Starting  at  4  o'clock  on  theSdth,  and  moving 
around  the  northern  endot  the  mountains,  the  trail  was  stmck  at  6  a.  m.  near  the  head 
of  Snake  River;  tbe  vi liaise  shortly  afterward  waediscovered  on  Eagle  Creek,  aiid  waa 
immediately  chained,  the  battalions  Seventh  Cavalry,  (Captain Hole,)  and  Fifth  Intantry 
(Captain  Snyder,)  attacking  iu  front ;  the  battalion  Second  Caval^,  (Captain  TyliT.) 
by  circuit  attacked  in  rear  and  secured  the  stock  tothennmlMrof  seven  hundred  (70ii) 
horses,  mules,  and  ponies ;  tbe  flf;htint[  was  very  severe,  and  at  close  quarter* ;  the  In- 
dians took  reluge  in  some  deep  ravines,  and  their  firing  was  accurate  and  well  kept  u;i. 
Having  at  tbe  ttr^t  outset  surprised  and  shut  up  the  greater  part  of  the  Indiana  in  tlip 
village,  and  out  off  and  securiAl  tbe  greater  part  of  their  stock,  and  perceiving  that  the 
position  conld  be  carried  by  storm  only  with  very  great  loss,  I  determined  to  maintam 
my  lines  about  them,  keep  them  under  6re,  and  at  tbe  same  time  f;ivetbem  an  oppiT- 
tunity  to  surrender  if  they  desiretl.  Tbe  positions  taken  up  on  tbe  3l)th  were,  with 
slight  modifications,  maintained  during  the  four(4)sncceeding  days  and  oighta;  mean- 
time a  few  shells  from  a  12-pounder  Napoleon  were  thrown  in  from  time  to  time  and  a 
sbarp-sbouting  fire  kept  up  whenever  it,  could  be  effective.  The  Indiana  had  from  time 
to  timediBplayed  a  white  tlag,  hut  nheu  communicated  with  bad  refused  to  aDrrendrr 
tbeir  arms ;  hut  on  the  morning  of  the  oth  the;  surrendered.  Chief  Joseph  leading,  sur- 
rendering bis  arms  and  ammunition,  followed  by  his  band,  and  their  village  is  in  unr 
possexeioli.  The  fighting,  as  reported,  was  sharp,  and  the  losses  on  both  sides  oonsidrr- 
able.  Inclosed  is  a  list  of  tbe  casualties  ou  the  part  of  the  troops.  The  Indiana  ailoiit 
a  loss  of  chiefs  Looking-01asa,Too-bout.hul.Bole,  Onicut,  a  brother  of  Joseph,  and  tirn 
(2)  others  of  tbeir  principal  men,  and  twenty-five  (25)  killed,  and  forty-six  (46)  woandeil. 

The  endurance  and  courage  of  the  command,  as  tested  by  the  forced  matchea  and 
baraly  ooutested  fight  at  short  range,  are  worthy  of  highest  oommendatioa.  A  aertri: 
Btorm  at  snow  and  wind,  which  sec  in  on  tbe  1st  instant,  added  graatly  to  ttio  bonl- 
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i^;M,ntiiehhavfl  boen  borne  withont  mannnriiig.  Tbeoppnrtnne  arrival  of  tbe  tMin 
EDdFraeoK  comnwDded  by  CapMiu  Ui-utbarton,  euabled  me  to  pruMol  thu  nuiiuilHd 
Jmo  lb<  wont  efi'iwU  of  the  storm.  I  prupose  to-morrow  to  innrcb  liencD  ton^rd  the 
Vmnori.  Tbe  force  of  Ganoral  Howard,  inoluilio);  the  ooniiunnrl  of  Geueral  SturRi", 
ti'lhiatng  the  trail  of  the  Nez  Percys,  in  uppr.mchiu);  from  the  Miswnri.  The  geoerHl 
imT«iat«TeuiDg  of  the  4th,  having  moved  fnrwartl  in  advanoe  of  hia  commaud  with 

Veit  ifapeetfaUy,  yoor  obedieot  aervant, 

MELSON  A.  MILES, 
GftJojitl  F\/1h  /n/mitrjr,  Breeet  Majar-GeKeral  Vnitti  Slattt  Armg,  Connnanding. 
i&<tsrAvr  AeuIiTant-Obxrril, 

D^rtmea$  iff  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn. 

CatHaUiet. 

KILLED. 

CijiL  OwBD  H»Ie,  Seventh  Cavalry. 

Semnd  LieoL  J.  W.  Biddle,  BevHiitii  Cavalry. 

Tint  tien^at  Otto  WiJdii;  Serf^eanta  Max  Hilke  and  G.  W.  Eachull;  PrivatM 
WillLam  Wbitlow,  Francis  Bjth,  George  Hurdick,  and  Fnuik  Kuapp,  ConipkD;  K, 
-VvfOtb  Cavalry. 

Cimpaaf  D,  Seventh  Cavalr;. — First  Sergeaiit  Hiohael  Martin;  Serfteant  JameaU. 
.VIIiTts,  and  Privates  Rauiler  and  Daweey. 

Company  A,  Seventh  Cavalry.— First  Sergeant  George  McDermott;  Sergeant  Otto 
I^leir ;  Privates  John  ¥..  ClevelaQil,  Lewis  K«lley,  and  Samuel  Melntyre. 

Pritste  Irving,  Cuuipauy  G,  Second  Cavalry. 

Private  Richard  M.  Peshnll,  Company  G,  Fifth  Infantry. 

Cnrporal  John  Haddo,  Company  B,  Fifth  lufautry. 

PnTBie  Joseph  Kohler,  Company  I,  Fifth  Infantry. 

Pflvate  Qooghegiu),  Cumpauy  C,  Fifth  Infantry. 


€>[».  Miles  Mojlsa,  Seventh  Cavalry,  (right  tbigb,  severe.) 
Cipt.  E.  S.  Qiidfrey,  Seveoth  Cavalry,  (lumbar  region,  left  aide,  slight.) 
(*int  Lieal.  and  Adjntaut  G.  M.  Baird,  Fifth  Infantry,  actiug  asaiatant  adjatant- 
furnl.  (fractum  left  iilua  ;  nonuded  left  ear,  severe.) 
t'liH  tiieat.  Ueary  Romeyn,  Fifth  Infantry,  (thorax,  tlgbt  side,  severe.) 
Hdapilal  Steward  (3d  class)  J.B.  Gallemcre,  Company  M,  Seventh  Cavalry,  (fiOCtDTe 
of  Itftsokle.  severe.) 

'.Mipujr  K,  Srrentk  Catalry. — Sergeant  John  Nolan,  (left  hip ;)  Corporal  Uichael  De- 
Unsy,  (ihorax,  right  side,  [lenetrating,  daugerona;)  Private  Peter  Allen,  (fracture 
I'll  ndiuB,  aim  amputated;)  Private  Michael  Mnrphy,  (thorax  and  abdomen,  doo- 
^riDDi;)  Private  Charles  Smith,  (left  tbigb,  severe;)  Private  George  A.  Dowell,  (right 
itistiud  left  hftod,  slight;)  Private  William  H.  McGee,  (right  leg;)  Private  John 
vbirerer,(len  leg;)  Private  John  Meyers,  (lell  band;)  Private  John  Suhaaer,  (left  heel, 
•liglit:)  Private  I^mil  Laube,  (scalp,  slight.) 

'  vBiMajr  O,  iirmitl\  Camlrj). — Sergeant  Charles  H.  Welsh,  (froclnre  right  tbigb,  and 
iiih  woQDd  left  tbigb,  severe;)  Coriiorat  John  Qainn,  (left  ahonlder,  severe;)  Black- 
■milli  Frederick  Dertlein,  (right  ahuulder  and  left  elbow,  severe  ;)  Trumpeter  Thomas 
Hjrwood,  (left  chest,  penetrating;)  Private  Jamea  Clark,  (right  shoulder,  severe;) 
I'nisie  John  Cnrr»D,  (left  baud,  index  finger  amputated;)  Private  Uriah  S.  Lewis, 
n^l  eolf^  slight;)  Private  James  H.  Johnson,  (Loft  shonlder  and  loft  arm,  slight;) 
Tncate  Daniel  E.  Baker,  (right  tbigb,  severe.; 

Omfawf  A,  Ontntk   Cimlry.— Sergeant  Thomna  D.  Godman,  (loft  band   and  left 
'b'Ulder,  slight;)  Trosipeter  James  E. Christopher,  (left  knee,  severe;)  Private  Daninl 
>.  Wright,  (right  thigh,  severe;}  Privste  Howard  Weaver,  (right  arm,  slight;)  Private 
Tbumas  DMiniDg,  (right  poplitic  region,  slight;)  Private  Charles  Miller,  (neok  and 
Tiuht  ahonlder,  severe;)  Private   Michael  GUbert,  (right  ahonlder,   auvere;)  Private 
''Fxcge  W.  Savage,  (both  thighs,  severa.) 
I'dvsla  James  Farrell,  Goiupaoy  F,  Second  Cavalry,  (right  elbow.) 
I'nvale  John  Ferrons,  Company  D,  Fifth  Infantry,  (left  leg,  slight.) 
C'mpawf  I,  Fi/lk  /■/aiilrj|.~~Sergeant  Joseph  A.  Cable,  (fractured  lefli  thigh,  flesh 
"'in Dd  right  thigh,  severe;)  Private  Louis  Oenaler,  (fractured  left  rodins,  arm  ampn- 
'tUA:)  PrivaM  Patrick  McCanna,  (right  hip,  slight;)  Private  John  Andrews,  (leftside 
' "'     ighB,fl    ' 


;)  PKvate Nioholaa  B.  Ward,  {both  thighs,  fleah  wound,  b 
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(lit  IndarHmeatl 

1  Hbadquarteiis  Dkpabtmbxt  or  Dakota. 

SaiHl  Paul,  Minn.,  October  19,  \Sn. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  bendqunrtera  Military  Division  of  the  Hisaonri. 
i'ai  and  in  the  abwDCU  of  tti«  dHpurtiuout  cominaDder. 

GEO.  D.  RUOGLES, 
.^Mifbiiif  Adjulant-Gentral. 
|3d  liidvrMHaent.] 

Hbadqcartbrs  MtUTARy  DiviBio.v  op  the  Hissocri. 
Ckieai/o,  October  23,  l^. 
Reapectfally  forvarded  to  theAdJatant-Qjoerul  of  the  Armj'. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Lieuteaant-G«n«ral,  Cmmaiidtit;. 


No.  3  D. — Letter  from  General  0.  0.  Roioard  to  General  Sheridan. 

Hkadqujrters  Dbpabtmrnt  op  thk  Columbia,  in  the  Fikli>. 
Simmer  Ben'-on,  Otittouri  Einer,  October  lU,  tHTT. 
Gen.  P.  H.  Siixridan-, 

Commanding  Diriiion  of  the  Uiuoari: 

It  is  due  yoD  as  commander  of  this  militat;  division  to  know  the  facta  that  I  bi^e 
already  telegraplied  General  McDowell  from  the  linttle-fiBld  concemingthe  tinal  opera- 
tioDs  aud  aurreudur  of  the  hoatile  Nez  Percys.  Firat,  ou  the  11th  o(  September  1  u- 
enaied  commBUil  of  Stargis'a  troops  after  t  had  paaaed  him  at  Clarke's  Fotk,  and  lie 
operated  io  coojanction  with  my  force  proper  till  the  close.  The  advance,  Sturgis  im- 
mediately comuaudiag.  then  made  a  furced  march  of  eighty-Hve  milea  in  t«o  dars, 
struck  the  hoatites,  oaptored  quite  a  number  of  their  ponies,  killed  and  wounded  sev- 
eral  wairiora.  and  drove  the  baud  beyond  the  Hiuiaelahell. 

Tfae  12th  of  September  1  sent  from  Clarke'a  Fork  a  diiipBCch  to  Colonel  Milee,  shov- 
ing him  that  tbn  ludians  were  making  for  the  Mugaelshell  country  by  exceedinjtly 
long  marches  and  urging  unusnal  activity,  and  earnestly  reqneated  blm  to  make  every 
efl'oTt  in  bin  power  tu  prevuut  the  Hsvape  of  the  hoatile  bund. 

Colonel  (Ull  (Milea!)  received  the  dispatch  at  Tongue  Kiver  the  evening  of  the  16th, 
and  promptly  moved  his  command — two  battalions  of  Second  and  Seventh  Cavalry, 
and  one  his  uwu  mounted  infantry — on  the  17th  to  the  mouth  of  Muaeelshell. 

Meanwhile,  aafae  reqneated  nine  days  to  net  into  jioaitiun,  I  ''slowed  "  my  march  to 
about  fifteen  miles  per  day,  knowing  that  the  hostilea  watohing  me  would  do  tbe 
aame.  They  slackeued  their  pace  after  oroasing  the  Miaaonri  at  Cow  laland.  As  soon 
aa  Milea  found  that  they  were  beyond  the  Missouri  he  croaard  where  ho  was,  and  made 
forced  mnrchen  diagonally  acrosa  uor  front  to  the  north  of  Bear  Paw  Mountains,  and 
struck  the  Indians  about  7  a.  m.  of  the  30th  ultimo.  They  were  encamped  near  a 
oreek-bottom  in  a  strong  natural  position,  bat  their  numerous  ponies,  now  nrarly 
worn-out,  were  scattered  over  the  o]ien  country  grazing.  Miles  charged  the  camp  and 
herds  siniultaneonsly,  A  desperate  fight  occurred,  in  which  two  olflcera  and  twenty- 
five  men  were  killed  and  four  officers  and  forty-two  tneii  were  wounded.  The  ponies 
were  nearly  all  captnred—some  seven  hundred — but  the  Indians, hemmed  In  by  Miies's 
pickets,  held  out  uutil  aRer  luy  arrival.  Firing  was  still  going  on  the  evening  of  the 
4th.    I  bad  with  me  two  friendly  Nez  Perces  and  an  interpreter. 

The  two  Nez  Perces  were  sent  tbe  next  momiug  into  the  hostile  camp.  Through 
them  the  surrender  was  arranged.  A  few  Indians,  inoloding  Whit«  Bird,  creiil  out 
tbrough  (he  liuea  daring  the  night.  A  portion  of  my  artillery  and  Infantry  and  Slnr- 
gis'a  cavalry  were  broaght  ap  within  twenty-Uve  miles  of  tbe  battle-field,  hat  aa  the 
Sioux  onder  Sitting  Bull  continued  qniet,  I  deemed  it  best  on  account  of  the  difficulty 
of  supplying  tbe  command  to  return  the  foot-troopa  to  the  MiSBonri.  Stnrgia'a  cav^ry 
was  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Milea,  and  moved  in  conjunction  with  him  back  to 
tbe  month  of  the  Musselshell.    I  embarked  my  troops  ou  the  steamer  Benton. 

On  account  of  Sitting  Ball's  proximity,  I  delayed  my  departure  from  tbe  loth  tolbe 

'   I3th  instant,  till  Miles,  burdened  with  tbe  wouuded  and  the  Indiau  prisoners,  3T5  in 

Qumlfer,  had  reached  the  Miasoori.    Colonel  Stnrgis  aud  his  regimeut  deaerire  special 
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indlt  for  «icrf[elir,  peTBislcnt,  and  rncc^Hafiil  vork.  Colonel  Milra  and  hia  coTnmand 
LiM-and  drtFrvethe  great  bnnorof  the  final  liatllB  and  mirrruder,  nbile  apprecintiou 
ind  jritLlade  are  dne  onr  otBci^n  and  men  who  en;taf[cd  tlie  liostiles  with  snccess  in 
llibn.  hiTk  cheerfnily  mude  fiirced  marahea  fur  l,(iO[)  mile?,  were  ginrt  of  tlie  Inst  oper- 

il:ii(fi>roe  aoith  of  the  Miaanuri,  and  ware  repreaenttd  by  their  c ""  ~  "'  "'  " 

NirTrndcT. 

IdirKlcd  CoIodfI  Miles  to  keep  the  priHnnera  ur 
•rsi  tbtm  to  Idaho  bj  direct  rootes  thm  fall,  and  tc 
laKTtfoaiDCbJcaftatbetfJtbiiutkDtT  ' 


So.  4.— EEPOBT  OF  BBIGADIEB-GESERAL  E.  O.  C.  OBD. 

Headquabtebs  Department  of  Texas, 

Snn  Antonio,  J'exae,  October  1,  1877. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  niiDDal  report,  the  troopsiti  tbis  department  have 
Wti  eiigagM  mainly  iu  ecoutiii^  aftpr  Indians  on  tlie  Staked  Plains 
and  the  country  west  of  the  Pecos  River,  the  pursuit  of  raideiH  from 
Mciico,  and  id  enforcing  our  neutmlitj  laws  by  preventing  the  vroasiug 
of  <»r^itieed  parties  of  revolutionists  into  Mexico. 

Un  tile  Lover  Bio  Grande,  the  removal  of  Cortina  and  quite  a  nnm- ' 
>>erof  the  free  troops  which  acted  under  him,  and  tlie  exercise  of  guber- 
natoriiil  functions  by  General  CaiiHlea,  had,  ivhile  be  was  disposed  to 
napoct  the  orders  of  President  Diaz,  a  good  effect  in  checking;  cattle- 
raiding  from  that  aide  of  the  rivei-,  and  generally  improving  tbe  condi- 
mn  of  affairs. 

Lately,  however,  a  band  of  Mexicans  crossed  the  river  at  Rio  Grnnde 
City,  broke  the  jail  and  released  two  criminals,  wounding  tbe  jailor, 
\iii  wife,  and  the  county  attorney,  (Mr.  ^oab  Cox,)  after  wbicb  tbey  took 
the  released  criminals  back  to  Mexico. 

Eftbrts of  Governor  Hubbard,  and  proper  officials  acting  nnder  treaty, 
for  the  extradition  of  the  actors  in  this  outrage,  or  the  prisoners  re- 
Waml  by  them,  have  resnlte<l  in  the  return  by  tlie  Mexican  authoritiea 
<>l  one  of  the  released  prisoners  and  two  of  tbe  jiiil- breakers,  and  this 
irA5accompIisbefl  mainly  by  the  efforts  ot  General  Benevides,  of  the 
Mexican  army,  who  Lappened  to  be  at  Brownsville,  Tbe  names  of  the 
•^ulers  iu  this  outmge  nere  given  to  our  authorities  by  Mexican  ofti- 
fUU,  and  Major  Price,  commanding  tbe  district,  reports  that  the  re- 
Diuinder  of  tbe  criminals  are  still  at  \arce  aud  their  whereabouts  known. 
-U  the  efforts  for  tbe  extradition  of  these  criminals  has  caused  the 
ifMRnatiou  of  nearly  all  the  Tamaulipas  offlcinls  applied  to,  it  is  prob- 
able that  no  further  steps  will  be  taken  iu  tbe  matter. 

Tbree criminals  who  committed  a  ninrder  near  Hidalgo,  Tex.,  recently, 
we  reported  by  Major  Price  to  be  iu  the  town  of  Matamoraa.  Efforts 
lur  their  extradition  have  also  failed. 

Id  the  oase  of  tbe  Jail-breakers  the  Mexican  Government  ordered  the 
imrrender  of  all  the  ciiminalH. 

Extradition- papers  were  made  out  in  due  form  by  Judge  Paschal,  of 
thiajfldieial  district,  for  the  return  of  certain  Lipan  marauders,  and  at 
liis  request  I  transmitted  them,  August  18,  to  the  Mexican  commandant 
at  Piedras  Negras,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  tbe  proper  ofBcers.  The 
only  reply  teceired  is  as  follows : 

Constitutional  Armv, 

Lint  ^  the  A'orfk. 

Coiaxxl:  I  hare  the  aatiatoetioD  to  Inform  jod  that  OeDeral  Falcon  answera  1117 
MUBukatloii,  In  aooonlaDce  to  which  I  addreuod  yuan  of  tbe  Sid  refeniug  to  the 
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pnniibiii|{  of  the  Lfpan  ludians,  aaking  me  to  infnTm  you,  ■«  I  now  do,  that  these 
Indiana  decamped  on  the  arrival  of  Qeneral  Trevifio  on  tliia  frootier,  and  doe«  not 
know  where  they  may  be  fonnd,  for  as  yet  do  informatioa  hau  been  received  fnim  the 
aatfaoritiee  of  the  pueblos  that  baa  been  oaked  fur. 

I  am  also  advised  to  inforni  you  that,  he  beioB  actually  indispoaed,  his  coodition 
prevents  his  coining  to  you,  as  he  wishes,  but  believeB  that  many  days  will  not  pass 
Wfore  he  recovers,  sod  that  be  will  iuimediatoly  occupy  himself  to  commence  with  you 
tbe  pnntshment  of  said  Lipann,  to  the  end  that  the  result  may  be  satiafuotory. 

Meanwhile,  I  requeatyou  to  address  Hon,  Ju(l|^  Pasobal,  making  known  to  him  this 
c i re uni stance,  that  has  been  already  manifested  to  Capt.  Charles  C.  Hood,  Twenty- 
fourth  I  u  fan  try,  and  assure  him  that  1  am  animsteit  with  tbe  best  desires  to  be  id 
accord  with  the  civil  and  military  authoriliea  of  tbe  United  States,  and  their  endeavor* 
teDdiuK  to  exterminate  so  many  criminals  danKcroiis  t.o  the  frontiers. 

Od  my  part,  colonel,  on  commuuicatinx  to  yon  the  resolution  of  General  Falcon,  it  is 
grntlfyin);  to  me  to  oflur  yon  my  respeola. 

Liberty  and  theconetitotinn. 

Fiedraa  Negtas,  Aneust  26,  1877. 

F.  NIMECO. 

To  Col.  G.  W.  BcHOFIBI-D, 

Comnuutdiiig  Fort  Dmnoan,  Eaglt  Pan. 

The  Indians  for  whose  extradition  this  demand  was  made  are  reported 
to  me,  throGgh  Mii,jor  Schofield,  l)y  pnrties  coming  Irotn  tliere,  to  bu 
otmped  near  to  and  trading  in  the  town  of  Saragoza,  Mexico,  wheru 
tliere  is  a  garrison  stifHcieiit,  if  used  with  rigor,  to  make  the  arrests  ; 
but  I  presume  that  nothing  more  will  be  heard  pf  tbe  matter,  uoleaa  the 
Ooverument  of  Mexico  can  reach  the  case. 

These  failures  may,  I  think,  be  attributed  to  the  strong  local  feelinfr 
in  favor  of  screening  offenders  seeking  refuge  from  Texas,  and  to  tbe 
fact  that  the  treaty  provides  only  for  tbe  extradition  of  persons  not  citi- 
zens of  the  country.  The  protection  of  this  proviso  of  the  treaty  shoul  d 
not,  however,  be  extended  to  Lipan  Indians,  who  are  refugees  from 
Texaa. 

When  President  Diiiz  protested  against  onrorosaing  in  pitrsait  of  raid- 
ers, and  referred  to  the  treaty  as  the  legitimate  remedy,  he  was  mis- 
taken, as  a  resort  to  it  has  proved. 

The  people  of  Northern  and  Western  Texas  were,  daring  the  civil  war, 
and  for  some  years  after,  raided  upon  and  their  settlements  forced  back 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  miles,  and  hundreds  of  people  were  killed  by 
the  Oomanches,  Apaches,  and  other  Indians  from  the  Wichita  conntr.v, 
the  Stak(;d  Pliiins,  and  ncciisionally  from  Mexico ;  but  during  the  years 
1874  and  1875  active  cam|iaigns  against  these  wild  bands  within  oar 
limits  resulted  in  their  capture  or  retreat  to  the  mountains  of  Northern 
Mexico,  bordering  on  the  Kio  Grande,  and  entered  on  the  most  recent 
maps  of  Mexico  as  unexplored  "  desconocido,"  and  it  is  from  these 
mountain  retreats  that  they  have  kept  up  a  regular  system  of  depreda- 
tions ujion  tbe  stock-raisers  of  the  frontier  counties  of  Texas;  so  that 
about  in  proportion  as  tbe  demand  for  land  increases,  for  the  use  of  the 
rapidly  iDcreasing  flocks  and  herds,  the  dangers  attending  the  stock 
farnier  in  those  comities  hare  grown  and  become  known. 

The  mnrders  and  robberies  committed  by  tbeae  Indiana  have  so  loDg 
furnished  the  staple  news  of  Western  Texas  papers  that  tbe  people 
of  tbe  country  have  almost  come  to  look  npOQ  this  state  of  affairs  as 
the  normal  condition  of  things,  as  for  a  long  period  of  time  it  has  been 
in  Sonora,  Chihuahua,  and  part  of  Uoabnila,  and  to  regard  it  as  a  part 
of  the  Texas  ranchman's  duty  to  put  up  with  tbe  regular  futl-mooa 
raid  and  its  accompanying  horrors.  Hence  reports  on  this  subject 
which  have  been  made  by  me,  althongb  baaed  upon  official  data,  were, 
I  am  informed,  regarded  to  some  extent  as  incredible  by  people  at  tbe 
:Nortb,  where  life  aud  property  are  (except  in  time  of  strikes)  tolerably 
well  cared  for. 
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Toahow  how  long  these  depredatioDS  bare  been  going  on  in  Northern 
SmIco,  which  is  simply  a  coDtinnation  of  Western  Texas  bo  far  ascon- 
fHTis  tlie  character  of  the  coantry  and  of  the  inhabitants,  I  qnote  from 
Farber  Jacob  Sadelniayer,  who  visited  the  Apache  coantry  in  1744,  after 
drwribing  its  great  extent,  over  a  large  part  of  Northern  Mexico,  and 
«bat  is  DOW  Western  Texas,  and  the  number  of  txibes  included  in  the 
Apaebe  nations,  among  which  were  numbered  the  Gilenos,  Mioibrenos, 
Ixracones,  Mescullerofi,  Llaueros,  Lipans,  and  Navajoo,  be  adds: 
"Within  thia  circuit  of  three  hundred  leagues,  the  Apaches  reside  in 
their  small  rancherief,  erected  in  the  valleys  and  tbe  breaches  of  the 
moDDtains.  Tbe  coantry  also  is  of  very  ditflcntt  access,  from  the  crag- 
pofw  of  the  moDDtaias  and  the  scarcity  of  water.  According  to  some 
prisooen  who  have  been  rRDSomfd,  they  are  exceedingly  savage  and 
bnital.  They  have  very  little  cnltivated  land,  nor  does  their  country 
Ripply  them  with  any  plenty  of  B|K>nIaneoas  productions.  TLey  are 
CTDel  to  those  who  have  the  mi^fo^l^lIe  to  fall  into  their  bands ;  and 
nmoa^tbem  are  several  apostates.  They  go  entirely  naked,  but  make 
their  incnnions  on  horaes  of  great  swiftness,  which  they  have  stolen  from 
other  parts,  a  skin  serving  them  for  a  saddle.  Of  tlie  same  skins  tbey 
niMke  little  boots  or  shoes  of  one  piece,  and  by  these  they  are  traced  in 
tlieir  tight.  Tbey  begin  tbe  attack  with  shonts,  at  a  great  distance,  to 
nrike  llihe  enemy  with  terror.  Tbey  have  not  naturally  any  great  share 
orcoumge,  bat  the  little  they  can  boast  of  is  exttavagantly  increased  on 
any  good  saccess.  In  war,  they  rather  depend  on  artifice  than  valor; 
aud  on  any  defeat,  submit  to  the  most  ignominious  terms,  but  keep  their 
ireitJFs  no  longer  than  snits  their  convenience.  Eis  Majesty  has  or- 
ilrred  that  if  any  require  peace,  it  sbontd  be  granted,  and  even  offered 
to  tbem  before  they  are  attacked.  But  this  generosity  tbey  coustnie  to 
proceed  from  fear.  Their  arms  are  the  common  bows  and  arrows  of  the 
cooDtry.  Tbe  intention  of  tbeir  incursions  is  plunder,  especially  horses, 
■bich  tbey  use  both  for  riding  and  eating ;  the  flesh  of  these  creatures 
beine  one  of  their  greatest  dainties. 

"These  people,  during  eighty  years  past,  have  been  the  dread  of  So- 
nora,  no  part  of  which  was  secure  from  their  violences. 

•  •  •  "Oflatfl  years  the  insolence  of  these  savages  has  been  car- 
ried to  the  most  audacious  height,  from  the  success  of  some  of  their 
siratiigems,  principally  owing  to  the  variances  and  indolence  of  the 
fipaniardg.  *  •  *  The  Apaches  penetrate  into  tbe  province  by  dilB- 
calt  passes,  and,  after  loading  themselves  with  booty,  will  travel  in  one 
niiilit  fifteen,  eighteen,  or  twenty  leagues.  To  pursue  them  over  monnt- 
alns  is  equally  dangerous  and  difficult,  and  in  the  levels  they  follow  no 
liaths.  On  any  entrance  into  their  country,  they  give  notice  to  one  «n- 
ulher  by  smokes  or  fires,  and,  at  a  signal,  they  all  bide  themselves.  The 
riiimages  they  have  done  *  *  in  tho  villages,  settlements,  farms, 
madv,  [lastnres,  woods,  and  mines,  are  beyond  description ;  and  many 
uf  tbe  latter,  though  A'ery  rich,  have  been  torsakeu." 

Tlieee  observations  of  Father  Sadelmayer  show  that  these  Ravages, 
pscept  that  DOW  they  have  rifles,  were  the  same  two  hundred  years  ago 
as  today. 

Or.  Villa  Heal,  a  Mexican  gentleman  of  large  interests  and  a  stock- 
rflt»er,  whose  ranch  is  nearTres  Bios,  about  forty  miles  southwest  of 
JIODclova,  and  who  visited  Die  in  connection  with  this  matter,  told  me, 
«tifn  I  informed  him  of  tbe  regular  full  moou  raids  into  Texas,  that  be 
Hiid  bis  aeighbors  suffered  in  the  same  way  from  the  wild  bands  north 
ol  them. 
Yesterday,  September  30, 1877, 1  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  An- 


I,  Google 


80  HJ-;PORT  OP  THE   eECEETAET  OP  WAH. 

drewEi,  commftndinf;  Fort  Davis,  in  which  he  states  that  a  gentleman 
just  ill  from  the  city  of  Chihnahna,  which  he  left  on  the  34tb  of  Se|>. 
temher,  iuforms  hint  that  "in  Cfaihuahna  I  found  everythin;^  dead  and 
dull.  There  anired  there  from  Durango  two  days  before  I  reached  Ibi^re, 
(Chihuahua,)  two  hundred  and  thirty  regular  troops,  but  from  what  I 
could  learn  they  were  to  protect  the  frontier  from  Indiana.  A  part  of 
the  troops  left  there  the  BRme  day  that  I  did,  to  go  against  a  gang  of 
Indians  that  was  killing  the  rancheros  in  the  upper  part  of  the  SIhIp, 
(Chihualina.)  The  rancheros  had  one  engagement  with  these  ludiana 
and  were  defeated,  losing  upward  of  twenty  killed.  The  last  acconntH 
the  Indinns  had  about  forty  Mexican  families  besieged,  and  these  trooiui 
went  to  their  rescue."  Thus  it  appears  that  the  Apaches  are  still  killiiii; 
the  Mexicans  as  they  did  two  huudred  years  ago.  Can  we  expect  tbat 
the  frontier  Mexicans,  who  for  two  hundred  years  have  submitted  to  tbe 
forays  of  other  Apaches,  are  now  going  to  make  vigorous  war  npon  their 
own  neighbors,  the  Lipans  and  Mescallerox,  for  our  protection,  especially 
since  so  long  as  these  Indians  can  plunder  Texas  rauches  and  find  Becu- 
.  rity  and  a  market  for  tlieir  spoils  in  Coabuila  the  lives  and  property  of 
tbeir  Coahnilano  neighbors  are  safe. 

The  Texans,  during  the  war  and  reconstruction,  have  submitted  to 
the  unrdering  of  the  frontier  inhabitants  and  plundering  of  the  bonier 
settlements,  because  they  did  not  see  any  way  of  relief;  but  now' that 
they  are  recoustmcted  and  about  as  good  American  citizens  as  if  tti^y 
had  been  born  in  Maine,  (some  of  them  were,]  they  feel  that  sometbing 
should  l>e  done  to  make  life  and  property  more  secure  on  the  border. 

Now,  if  in  certain  frontier  districts  the  provincial  local  authorities 
harbor  these  marauding  Indians  and  allow  them  to  o|ienly  sell  tbeir 
plunder  in  their  markets,  and  the  central  Ooveriimentof  Mexico  isuoa- 
blo  to  control  these  authorities  and  enforce  its  onlers,  the  remedy  de- 
volves upon  us,  and  I  believe  that  the  instructions  already  received 
(allowing  oar  troops  to  follow  the  trails  of  these  marauders  to  tbeir 
homes  in  the  mountains  south  of  the  Kio  Grande,  if  necessary]  are 
aufflcient. 

During  the  last  two  moons  there  have  been  no  raids  reported  heloir 
tbe  mouth  of  Devil's  River.  Such  aperiodof  immunity  has  not  occurred 
for  years,  and  I  believe  it  Is  due  to  the  fact  that  my  iustrnctioos,  io  all 
practicable  cases,  have  been  rigidly  enforced. 

It  has  been  suggested  that,  in  tbe  absence  of  a  safflcient  nnmlierof 
regulars  on  this  frontier  tofollow  to  the  relief  of  any  detachment  in  caw 
Mexican  troops  should  attack  such  detachment  in  large  force,  Inan 
volunteers  could  be  supplied  on  call  in  unlimited  numbers;  to  whicb  I 
have  to  say  that  Texas  volunteers,  from  the  well-known  animosity  exist- 
ing on  the  border  between  the  two  races,  might  be  very  effective  in  time 
of  war ;  yet,  for  this  very  reason,  I  recommendetl  last  year  that  bolli 
governments  should  keep  on  the  border  their  well -disciplined  regnlare. 
The  old  feuds  between  tbe  border  men  of  Texas  and  Mexico  have  l>eeM 
kept  up,  and  new  ones  have  arisen,  so  there  would  be  no  more  certain 
way  of  bringing  on  a  collision  than  to  have  two  such  forces  of  hostile 
local  troops  facing  each  other,  especially  on  the  Lower  Rio  Grande,  vhtn 
tberiver,  by  changing  its  course,  has  made  the  bonndary-line  nncerlaiu- 
Therefore,  I  prefer^nntil  the  Qeneral  Government  is  able  to  increase  iny 
regular  force,  to  cootinne  operations — which  are  not  intended  to  offeud 
Mexico,  but  are  for  self-protection — with  my  present  force.  I  must  re- 
mark, -however,  that  the  use  of  colored  soldiers  to  cross  the  river  after 
raiding  Indiana  is,  in  my  opinion,  impolitic,  not  laecause  they  have 
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hiionu  :iDy  vant  of  bravery,  bat  becaase  their  employment  ie  mnch 
more  otfengire  to  the  Mexican  inbabitanta  tban  tbat  of  irliite  eoMierfi. 
ibave  tried  to  convince  the  local  antborltiea  across  the  border  tbat  it 
S  Tor  oar  common  interest  to  get  rid  of  the  raiding  savages  in  the  inomt 
»iuffl[Dar>'  manner,  and  tbat  if  they  have  not  troops  to  do  it,  we  have; 
lifll  tbe;  hare  an  idea  that  we  want  to  get  into  the  country  and  stay 
Ilierf,  38  if  we  b»(l  not  enough  of  that  kind  of  country  already.  Possi- 
Mj,  tinotber  reason  why  the  Coahuiia  authorities  are  afilliating  with  the 
Lipaiis  and  Mescalleros,  instead  of  extraditing  thein,  is  that  tbey  thinli 
Iky  might  Iw  useful  ub  anxiliaries. 

Ail  this  goes  to  show  that  however  earnest  the  central  Governmeat 
of  Mexico  may  be  to  act  the  part  of  a  good  neighbor,  border  feuds  and 
the  cmrestraiaable  character  of  some  of  its  more  remote  populations 
lOi^  unlltfv  its  best  efRirts  and  render  npcessary  measures  which  would 
Dot  lie  applicable  in  a  well-ordered  commnnity. 

While  execnting  orders  to  prevent  marauding  from  Mexico,  the  troops 
ID  thi^  department  have  carried  out,  as  far  as  practicable,  orders  from 
U'nsLiiigton  to  enforce  the  neutrality  laws  and  prevent  the  invasion  of 
Jlfxiro  by  itartiea  from  this  side  of  the  Rio  Qraude.  A  large  party  of 
[pvulutiouista,  onder  Colonel  Martinez,  was  driven  across  the  river,  in 
JDoe  last,  pnrsoed  to  this  side,  and  attacked  again  by  Mexican  troops; 
ilwvlook  refnge  io  one  of  our  camps  near  by,  were  disarmed  and 
rldatiied  prisoners  for  about  a  month,  and  until  they  gare  their  parole 
not  to  organic  in  the  United  States  to  disturb  the  pease  of  Mexico. 
Another  party,  consisting  of  two  officers,  forty-four  men,  and  forty-three 
liorFes,  organizing  for  the  same  pnrpose,  was  arrested  near  Eagle  Pass 
M  the  troops,  August  S,  and,  pursuant  to  law,  pliiced  ander  bonds  by 
ine  United  Statett  commissioner  uot  to  violate  the  neutrality  laws. 
<ieDeniI  Escobeiio,  and  sixteen  ofBcere  with  him,  were  arrested  in  camp 
iicar  Bin^old  Barracks,  Jaly  21,  nnder  instrnctiona  from  these  head- 
'jnarters,  and  taken  before  the  United  States  commissioner,  who  placed 
;hriu  under  bonds  to  keep  the  pence;  and  a  strict  watch  is  being  kept 
over  the  movements  of  every  Mexican  and  American  who  might  be  sus- 
Mtpdof  designing  to  distnrb  the  peace  or  plunder  the  people  across 
till-  liorder. 

Tbe  ofBcera  and  men  of  this  command  have,  with  somo  exception, 
■hiino  zeal,  enterprise,  and,  at  times,  great  powei-s  of  endurance  in  tbe 
l-rrlormance  of  the  duties  in  tbe  field  required  of  them.  As  instincea,  I 
"OQld  refer  to  tbe  last  bold  dash  of  Lieutenant  Bullis,  under  the  orders  of 
md  supported  by  Lieut.  Col.  William  B.  Shafter,  to  surprise  and  capture 
ainmpof  Lipaus  and  Mescalleros,  withiu  five  miles  of  the  town  of  Sara- 
;<■«.  The  difficalty  of  surprising  such  a  camp  can  be  partially  under- 
'■■•wi  after  reading  Father  Sadelmayer's  account  of  the  habits  of  these 
■avages;  also  to  the  report  already  forwarded  recounting  the  terrible 
MiflVriugs  of  Capt.  Nicholas  Nolan's  command,  which  was  eighty-six 
:i>iiirK  icitbout  water  while  pursuing  Indians  on  the  Staked  Plains. 

Fevr  persons  iu  tbe  well  wooded  and  watered  States  have  any  idea  of 
iii>'  ««lf-8acriflcing  character  of  tbe  service  which  our  ofBcera  and  niea 
an-  called  upon  to  perform  in  order  tbat  the  border  settlers  may  sleep  in 

Abstract  A,  appended,  shows  tbe  number  and  names  of  tbe  killed, 
Kiinidetl,  and  captured  (these  were  all  killed)  by  Indians  during  the 
^'•iriuthisdeiMrtment.  The  number  officially  reported  is  shown,  which 
''  iilmat  one-third  of  tbe  number  actually  killed  by  the  savages.  In  ono 
'oiil  the  Lipans  killed  thirteen  persons. 
0  w 
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Abstract  B  sbows  tbe  sconts  made  by  tbe  troops  during  tbe  year. 
Abstract  O,  tbe  movetaents  of  troops. 

D,  copy  of  a  letter  from  an  officer  of  a  Wisconsin  regiment  sbov- 
ing  the  cbaracter  of  tbe  raids  and  raiders  over  tbe  Lower  Kio  Grande 
just  after  tbe  war.  As  nearly  all  the  Maximiliau  native  troops  referred 
to  deserted  and  remained  on  tbe  borders,  it  accounts  in  a  measure  for 
tbe  large  nitmber  of  desperadoes  still  in  tbat  country. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  O.  C.  OKD,, 
Brigadier- General,  United  Statet  Arm^ 
Col.  K.  G.  Drum,  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral,  ' 

Adjutant  Qetieral  Militarj/  Division  of  the  Missouri,  Chicago,  lit. 


^o.  4,  A. — List  of  persons  killed,  wounded,  and  captured  by  Indians  in  the 
Department  of  lexaa  since  September  30, 1876,  officially  reported  hypoti- 
commanders. 


■s 

111 

Names  and  reoiarks. 

s 

^ 

1 

Fort  Quitman. 

Joan  Marago,  at  tbe  mail-stetiuD  at  Eagle  Spr[Dg«,  October  9, 
ltJ77. 

Fori  McEmtU. 

Konutz  and  Speare,  mail-carcien,  between  Fort 

MoKavett  and  Denraan. 

Fort  GriJIU. 

Sonle,  buffolo-hnoter,  white  engaged  in  hantiog  near  th 

Staked  PlainB,  February  22, 1077.    Ftnt  Sergt.  CharlM  Bot- 

cbe  IndiauB  near  Lake  Quenadu,  Ma^  4,  IdTT. 

Fort  Davii. 

DBTotoB  Cardinoa  and  John  Williaina,  at  Mnnqnez  CbHod,  MarcLT, 
mU«H  from  tbe  post,  H»y  30, 1877.    Apacbe  Indians. 

Fori  Clark. 

WboennauQ,  at  bis  ranch,  nineteen  milea  from  tbe  post, 

April  20,  1877.      Unknown  Bmall   boy,  near  Qnehi,  April  SJ, 
1877.    Unknown  cow-boy.  new  Frio  City,  April  22,  IBTf. 

11 

The  foregoing  statement  inolndes  only  those  that  have  been  officially  reported  bt 
poet^commaDdere. 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Atiittani  AiJj»l«nt-OenercI. 
Hrabquartbus  Departmbnt  of  Tkjias, 

Saa  AntoKio,  Septtmber  30,  1877. 
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Xo,  4  B. — Letter /r<im  John  S.  Evan*  relatire  to  affairs  on  Rio  QranSe 
frontier. 

RAYMOND   HorSK, 

Juffiw,  Tex.,  September  26,  1877. 
in:  Id  MMBpliuKse  wilh  jodt  reqnest,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
<U1riunit:  In  Jnne,  1865,  I  waa  sent  to  the  Rio  Grande  froutier  as  a  volunteer  ofHcer 
,-j  lisf  ['oited  Sutfs  foreea  stationed  there.  Daring;  tbe  sniuiner  of  1865  1  wai  assist- 
»t  iMpeclor-BBDeral  o(  the  brigade  occopjing  the  line  from  Brownsville  to  Ringgold 
Hirnrbi,  with  headquarters  at  Edinbarg.  Id  the  fall  and  winter  succeeding  I  was 
LWftujt  iDspcctor-Keneral  of  tbe  division  holding  tbe  lino  from  Brownsviile  t^i  Laredo, 
■Jib  hcidquarters  at  Ringgold  Barracks.  lu  tbe  spring  and  part  of  tbe  suminer  of 
NS 1  K«  proTost  marshal  of  Brownsville  and  provost  marshal-general  of  the  district 
pJ  Woweni  Teias,  on  the  staff  of  General  Geo.  W,  Getty,  whose  headquartere  were  at 
B[^i DSTille.  In  the  diBcharge  of  my  duties  as  insiieotor  I  had  occasion  tn  make 
Ii>ilDMit  tripe  along  the  frontier,  and  so  became  familiar  with  the  condition  of  affairs 

UsTft 

Ai  thst  time  it  was  a  common  occnrrence  for  bands  of  thioves  from  Mexico  to  make 
ia'imions  into  Texas  and  return  with  their  booty  of  horses  and  cattle.  These  thieves 
*fn  dMperate  men, "  armed  to  the  t«eth,"  and  tlie;  did  not  hesitate  to  mnrder  any  one 
■bo  cime  in  their  way.  At  that  time,  I  think,  t,beir  operations  were  mainly  sooth  of 
£iEKeold  Banacks.  and  there  was  a  purtioolarly  bad  lot  of  them  at  a  large  ranch  on 
vk  llpiiean  side  of  tbe  Rio  Grande,  nearly  opposite  to  a  point  called  Lna  Cuevas, 
il«iil  le  miles  sooth  of  Ringgold  Barracks. 

At  ihit  time  it  was  not  considered  safe  for  any  man  to  travel  alone,  and  every  one 
eiTTMd  aniu  for  his  own  defense. 

.\i  pMToet  marshal,  it  was  my  duty  to  aid  the  civil  authorities  in  the  execution  of 
thelivs.  Ifoand  tbecivtl  authorities  wholly  powerless  to  sustain  themselves  against 
lb-  dood  of  thievea  aod  desperadoes  who  swarmed  across  tbe  river  on  their  miasion  of 
fi)l)^  and  murder. 

TbeFoDrth  R^meut  of  Wiscouaio  Volunteer  Cavalry  was  stationed  along  the  Rio 
Gnodf  frum  Carizo,  in  Zapata  County,  to  White's  raoob,  aouth  of  Brownsville,  and 
lifj  dill  constant  patrol  dnty,  as  if  guarding  the  river  in  tbe  presence  of  an  active  and 
""■I««»ent  enemy  in  Mexico.  This  regiment  did  very  effective  service  in  checking 
Wifn  from  Mexico.  At  one  time  Captain  Ramsey,  ot  this  regiment,  commanding  a 
»>Q[wny  below  Brownsville,  sunk  a  boat-load  of  the  thieves,  and  captnred  and  debv- 
n^  10  me  at  Brownsville  eight  ot  their  horses  and  equipments.  He  rode  up  to  the 
^k  of  the  river  where  they  bad  landed  the  horses  and  saddles  and  found  them  Just 
icdrr  the  bank  returning  in  a  boat  for  more.  His  demand  for  snrrender  was  answered 
n  iiMilt,  whereupon  his  men  opened  apon  them  with  their  Spencer  carbines,  riddling 
ik  laiai  and  its  crew  of  thieves. 

rjMemcn  belong  to  ar^mentin  Hatamoras, known  as  the"CDntra-GaerrIllas,"  In 
V  vTcice  of  Hasimilian,  and  such  was  tbeir  reputation,  both  in  Brownsville  and 
lUtioMiras,  that  it  was  said  there  was  not  a  man  in  the  whole  command  who  had  not 
'oiiDilled  tbeft  ot  murder.  The  deatrnation  of  that  boat-load  of  thieves  produced  a 
■"■'  •sistery  4f«ct,  greatli?  decreasing  tbe  forays  from  Mexico,  and  showing  clearly  tbe 
"■"'iwof  policy  in  dealing  with  the  border  question.  A  regimental  surgeon  (Doctor 
l"t*,i  was  mordered  in  sight  of  Brownsville  one  Sunday  afternoon,  After  robbing 
^  HTgeon  the  thief  look  bis  horse,  and  within  an  honr  or  so  was  enfe  in  Mexico.  The 
i>'dicj  and  guide  sent  in  pnrsult  trailtd  Mn  to  0\e  ric«r.  A  band  of  thieves  would  cross 
tt  livrr  ear^  in  the  niebt,  sweep  through  the  country,  taking  all  the  borses  and  cattle 
>  :Li-ii  way,  and  mnrdering  any  one  who  crossed  tbeir  path,  aud  by  morning  would 
-  *>/'  in  Mexico, 

Iht  trails  fann-ioWy  led  to  tbe  river,  aud  more  than  once  our  men  saw  the  thieves 
uli  their  booty  on  tbe  other  side,  and  were  treated  to  the  derisive  shouts  and  gostnre» 
'■  ibc  thieves.  In  February,  1868, 1  returned  to  the  Rio  Grande  in  the  United  fitates 
■'fliDe  Krv ice,  and  for  about  eighteen  (18)  months  bad  my  headquarters  at  Eagle 
^  »nd  Laredo,  and  traveled  frequently  between  those  pwnts.  During  this  periodof 
t*  ihst  portion  of  tbe  frontier  was  constantly  overrun  by  bauds  of  Lipaus  and 
.  ■  liapoo^  who  lived  i»  ami  abvtl  Mexiain  tovnt  not  far  from  tbe  frontier.  These  bands 
.ii(nl  sud  murdered  indiscriminately,  and  in  fact  stripped  that  region  of  country  of 
■^lij  ill  of  its  stocks  of  horses  and  cattle.  A  man's  life  was  entirelv  unsafe  outside 
'  IftKD*,  and  I  never  traveled  without  a  military  escort,  Texans  would  go  to  Mexican 
■•ntaad  find  tbeir  stolen  property  in  the  bands  of  Indiana  and  Mexicans,  and  their 
i'aii  for  tb« aorreBder  of  the  property  would  be  mot  with  contempt  and  derision. 
1  •■ilnequently  represented  tbe  frontier  district  in  tbe  legialalure  of  Texas  in  1870 
A  1-71,  and  am  tbe  author  of  the  resolutions,  paused  nnaniniously  by  both  branphes 
'  Itir  Irgi^tQ re,  calling  upon  tbe  Government  of  the  United  States  for  protection. 
I  'iiiiclmioD,  geoer»l,  «»  one  who  fought  for  the  integrity  of  his  ooontry,  permit  me 
'  -i.v  that  lb«  alter  failure  of  tbe  United  States  to  protect  the  people  of  TeziiB  bo- 
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tnecD  tbeNnecei  and  Rio  GraDde  Siven  for  manir  yean,  and  to  esac I  reparation  from 
Mexico  for  the  Insseg  they  bare  austamed,  constitutes  a  most  sbauieful  pMsage  in  our 
liistory,  and  wbila  it  has  justly  earned  ns  tbe  contempt  bo  liberally  besC^wed  upon  ns 
by  tbe  Meiican  people,  sbould  rausn  tlia  cheek  of  B»ery  patriotic  Auisricaa  citiEen  to 
mantle  with  Bhamo.  I  am  not  amoug  thosB  wbo  wish  to  see  the  United  State*  acquire 
one  foot  of  territory  from  Mexico,  but  only  desire  to  have'  AmericaD  citiseuahip  bon- 
ored  and  Amerioan  iutecealB  protuctod  by  a  Kovemment  that  in  jcoloua  of  tbe  honor 
aud  rii;blB  of  liutU. 

Very  lespecl fully, 

JNO.  H.  EVASS, 
b'rerelarg  laleniaHonat  and  Great  XorUtetm 

Jiailroad  Company,  J'alettint,  Tar. 
Gei;eral  E.  O.  C.  Okd, 

Comipandifg  Vrpaiimetit  of  Texa*. 


So.  5.— REPORT  OF  BHIGADIEB  GESERAL  CROOK. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Platte, 

GouMAMDiNO  General's  Office, 

Omaha,  Nebr.,  August  1,  1877. 

Sir:  At  tbe  time  my  annual  report  for  1876  was  rendered,  tlie  troops 
composing  tbe  Big  Horn  and  Yellowstooe  expedition  were  abont  being 
moved  upon  tbe  Bed  Olond  Indian  reservation,  with  a  view  of  cap- 
turing and  disarming  tbe  bands  of  Sioux  under  Red  Cloud  and  Red 
Ijeaf.  The  movement  was  precipitated,  liowever,  and  Ool.  U.  S.  Mac- 
kenzie, Fourth  Cavalry,  with  the  companies  of  his  regiment  stationed 
at  Camp  Robinson,  successfutty  accomplished  the  object,  tbe  capture 
being  made  on  tbe  morning  of  October  24,  1876,  tbe  indiaits  being  dis- 
armed and  their  poniea  taken  from  them. 

Tbe  troops  compooing  the  Big  Horn  and  Yellowstone  expedition,  most 
of  whom  bad  been  in  the  field  since  early  in  May,  were  sent,  October 
24,  to  their  several  posts  for  garrison-duty,  and  the  Powder  River  ox- 
pedilioo  was  organized  on  November  4,  1876.  (3ee  general  order  hd- 
nonncing  its  organization,  iocIoBure  1.) 

Tlie  expedition  was  concentrated  at  and  marcUed  from  Fort  Fetter- 
man  Kovember  14, 1876.  At  the  same  time  the  expedition  moved,  a 
cantonment  was  established  near  the  location  of  Old  Fort  Reno,  Wyo- 
ming Territory,  wbicti  soon  served  as  a  base  for  these  operations,  and 
is  now  the  most  advanced  station  from  which  troops  can  reach  the  Big 
Horn  and  Yellowstone  country  from  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad. 

The  Powder  Kivcr  expedition  marched  from  Cantonment  Reno  No- 
vember I!>,  1870,  and[on  the  21st  I  detached  Colonel  Mackenzie,  with  the 
cavalry  of  the  command  and  Indian  scouts,  and  sent  them  towanl  tbe 
head  of  tbe  North  Fork  of  Powder  River,  where,  on  the  morning  of  the 
25tb  of  Kovember,  187C,  they  surprised  and  defeated  the  Cheyenne  In- 
dians under  their  chief,^ull  Knife.  Tbe  details  of  this  affair,  together 
wilb  tbe  xahseqnent  movements  of  the  expedition,  are  given  in  my 
reitort  of  Jannary  8, 1877.     (Copy  bcrewitb,  inclosure  2.) 

From  information  obtained  from  my  Indian  scouts,  I  was  led  to  be- 
lieve that  a  majority  of  tbe  bostiles  were  ready  to  surrender,  provide*! 
tbey  could  obtain  terms  of  amnesty  for  the  past.  This  was  confirmed 
by  certain  Indians  from  Ited  Cloud  agency,  wbo  stated  tbat  tbe  hostileS 
would  be  glad  to  negotiate,  in  regard  to  the  details,  tbrongh  Spotted 
Tail,  chief  of  the  BruJd  Sioux,  wbo  was  then  allowed  to  go  out  to  them 
with  a  view  to  opening  up  negotiations  baring  their  surrender  in  view. 

Spotted  Tail  found  tbe  liostiles  anxious  to  surrender,  and  upon  being 
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tdrteed  that,  vitb  tlie  exception  of  ttie  giving  np  of  theif  arms  ami  potiies, 
Dootbertfrnis  woqUI  be  deroaoded,  they  commeuced  to  come  in  at  tbe 
rarioas  agencies.  Crazy  Uorae  biiuself,  witb  bU  band,  and  tbe  Cbey> 
enoes  nailer  Dull  Knife,  fiunrendered  at  Red  Cloud  af^eiicy  during  tbe 
moQlh  of  April.  These  surrenders  included  all  the  other  bauds  of  im- 
{Ktrtance,  except  a  small  band  of  renegades  who  are  still  out,  under  a 
cbief  called  Lame  Deer,  and  another  band  nndor  Sitting  Bull,  who  Bed 
nith  it  to  the  month  of  the  Yellowstone,  and  thence  to  the  British  pos- 

Wbile  it  cannot  be  expected  that  no  more  depredations  will  bo  com- 
millefl  by  hostile  Indians  in  the  department,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that 
hmtilities  of  tbe  extensive  character  they  assumed  dnriiig  several  years 
Iiast  are  closed. 

Ume  Deer's  band  have  committed  some  depredations  in  the  Black 
Dills  and  vicinity  this  summer,  but  unless  they  surrender  before  that 
linw,  it  is  hoped  that  this  coming  fall  and  winter's  campaign  will  com- 
pfl  bim  to  cease  and  sarrender. 

The  Sonttiern  Cheyenues,  with  Dull  Knife,  Standing  Elk,  and  other 
noted  cliiefs,  under  charge  of  an  ofiiuer  and  a  few  men,  have  returned 
to  tbe  South  Cheyenne  agency  in  the  Department  of  tbe  Missouri. 
Crazy  Horse,  Little  Big  Man  alias  Little  Bad-Man,  and  other  noted  hos- 
tile cLiefs,  are  at  the  Bed-Cloud  and  Spotted-Tail  agencies,  and  to  all 
ijipearances  are  now  as  peaceable  and  well-disposed  as  any  of  the  lu- 
ilisns  (here.  <. 

ijince  the  close  of  tbe  Powder  Biver  Expedition,  the  troops  of  tbe 
ilepartinent  have  been  occupied  in  scouting  tbe  late  hostile  sections  for 
^iragglijg  bands  of  Iiidiati%;  in  assisting  the  civil  authorities  in  pursuit 
of  tlie  nnraerous  bands  of  white  banditti  that  have  infested  the  routes 
of  travel  to  the  Black  Hills;  in  protecting  tbe  Indhtns  at  tbe  reserva- 
tioDa  from  their  depredations;  in  the  pursuit  of  niimberleaa  bands  of 
thieves  who  have  stolen  stock  from  the  Indiana;  in  escorting  survey 
jiarties;  in  bnilding  roads;  and  in  the  routine  duly  of  garrison  life  at 
ffoutier  posts.     (See  inclosnre  3.) 

Daring  the  riots  of  Jnly,  ultimo,  nearly  all  the  troops  along  the  line 
of  the  railroad,  infantry  and  cavalry,  were  necessarily  drawn  away  to 
Chicago,  to  this  and  other  exposed  points,  so  that  the  garrisons  and 
hones  belonging  to  tbe  mounted  troops,  and  other  public  property,  were 
nocli  exposed ;  and,  unfortunately,  just  at  this  -Juncture,  the  depre- 
dations of  Lame  Deer's  band  on  the  people  in  tbe  Black  Hills  were 
oinst  frequent,  and  appeals  for  troops  were  coming  in  from  all  sides 
"hen  there  were  none  to  give.  However,  by  rapid  movement,  all  that 
maid  be  was  done  to  have  them  at  all  points  when  needed,  though  the 
tnta^r  numbers  of  the  battalions  and  their  attenuated  ranks  made  our 
*eaknesa  conspicuoas. 

At  Cantonment  Reno,  W.  T.,  a  large  and  comfortablo  post  hns  been 
bqilt  by  the  latrar  of  the  troops,  and  at  very  small  expense,  under  the 
'O|iefvision  and  command  of  Capt.  Edwin  Pollock,  Kintb  Infantry. 

At  Camp  Douglas,  Utah,  (near  Salt  Lake  City.)  Col.  John  E.  Smith, 
Fiiarteeritb  Infantry,  is  about  completing,  by  tbe  labor  of  troops,  one 
of  the  largest,  best  built,  and  most  creditable  posts  in  the  Army. 

At  the  Cantonment  on  Hat  Creek,  Black  Hills  stiige-route,  and  indeed 
nianj  posts  in  the  department  other  than  those  before  named,  the  troops 
i>3ve  |>eeQ  occupied  in  labor  of  a  similar  character.  With  all  these 
taried  and  onerous  duties  imposed  upon  them,  desertions  on  the  part 
"f  llie  men,  and  derelictions  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  officers,  have  been  rare. 
With  this  report  1  submit  the  reports  of  the  chiefs  of  the  several 
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Staff  (lepartmeDts  bere  on  duty,  to  vhich  your  attention  is  respectfully 
invited  for  details.    (See  inclosures  i,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10.) 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  year  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  CROOK, 
Brigadier-Qenerat,  TJ.  8.  A.,  Commanding  Department. 
Tbe  Assistant  Adjutant  Gknebal, 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  tlie  Missouri,  Chicago,  lit. 


No.  6— REPORT  OF  MAJ.  GEN.  W.  S.  HANCOCK. 

Hbadquartebs  Military  Division  op  the  Atlantic, 

Sew  Yorit,  October  24, 1877. 

Sib:  Id  obedience  to  your  telpprrapbic  inatructionH  of  tbe  28tb  Dltimo, 
[  have  tbe  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  General  of  tbe 
Army,  the  following  report  of  operations  within  the  Military  Division 
of  the  Atlantic  dnrinR  the  past  year. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report  (October  24,  1876)  the  geo- 
graphical limits  of  the  division  have  been  enlarged  by  tbe  additiou  to 
it  in  May,  1877,  of  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  Brig.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augar, 
United  States  Armv,  commanding,  bead<]uarters  at  New  Orleans,  Ita. 
(G.  O.  No.  42,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  1877.) 

The  aggregate  in  troops  serving  in  the  division  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
teml>er,  1877,  was  as  follows,  taken  from  th^regnlitr  returns  up  to  that 
date: 

Com  mieiioned  officers Q!S7 

EoU8t«dmen Z.OJa 

Total 3,385 

I  inclose  a  tabular  statement  showing  the  distribution  at  this  date  of 
these  troops,  the  approximate  strength  of  each  garrisoned  post,  names 
of  officers,  &c. 

Jnst  prior  to  my  making  my  last  annual  report,  twelve  batteries  of 
artillery  and  six  companies  of  the  Twenty-second  Infantry  had  been 
sent  to  the  Military  Division  of  the  Missonri  for  special  service  in  the 
West.  These  troops,  having  completed  the  duty  for  which  they  were 
detailed,  returned  to  the  division  at  different  dates  during  the  past 
year,  and  are  now  on  duty  within  its  limits. 

Tbe  only  permanent  transfers  of  troops  from  the  division  have  been — 

The  Sixteenth  Infantry,  from  tbe  Department  of  tbe  Gulf  to  tbe 
Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  between  the  6th  and  8th  of  June  last ; 

The  Second  Infantry,  from  the  Department  of  the  South  to  the  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Pacific,  on  tiie  13th  of  July  last;  and 

The  Third  Infantry,  on  special  service  in  the  North,  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Gulf  to  tbe  Military  Division  of  tbe  Misaonri,  on  the  22d 
of  September  last. 

Full  reports  of  these  transfers  weie  duly  made  at  the  time  of  their 
occurrence. 

There  have  been  no  transfers  of  troops  to  the  division  during  the  year. 

Tbe  movements  of  troops  within  tbe  limits  of  the  division  daring  the 
year  have  been  very  numerous.  The  special  services  required  of  them 
at  so  many  points  in  tbe  division,  and  the  limited  nnml>er^  available, 
have  rendered  their  duties  arduous  in  the  extreme.     I  have,  heretofore, 
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ID  mj  reports  and  onlera,  stnted  su  fully  my  satisfaction  at  the  maimer 
in  wbick  these  services  were  performed  that  it  ia  not  necessary  to  expa- 
tiate apon  tlie  subject  in  this  formal  report. 

1  refer  you  to  the  inclosed  reports  of  the  commanders  of  the  Depart- 
meDtsoftbe  Oalf  and  South  for  detailed  and  chronological  statemeota 
of  the  movements  of  troops  within  their  respective  departments. 

The  most  iraportaut  operations  are  those  which  have  taken  place  io 
conoection  with  the  recent  railroad  strikes  and  labor  troubles  which  as- 
sumed such  gigaatic  proportions,  beginning  about  the  middle  of  the 
month  of  July  last,  which  terminated  only  on  the  17th  instant,  and  on 
the  19th  I  was  offlcially  informed  by  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania  that 
the  troops  were  no  longer  required  in  that  Stat«. 

The  character  and  magnitude  of  these  agitations,  and  the  deeds  of 
violence  and  lawlessness  springing  fram  them,  are  so  fresh  in  the 
memories  of  all,  and  have  been  so  frequently  anil  fully  reported  upon  in 
detail,  that  1  will  not  attempt  more  in  this  re|>ort  than  to  give  a  brief 
rr^tiiHiof  the  operations  in  this  division  iu  connection  with  them  from 
tbeir  inception,  in  July,  until  their  flual  close. 

The  strikes  on  the  great  central  railroads  commenced  about  the  15tb 
of  July  last.  On  the  IStliof  Jnly,  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  orders  direct 
frmn  the  War  Depaitment,  ordered  the  artillery  com|ianies  at  Washing- 
ton arsenal  and  at  Fort  McHeury  to  proceed  at  once  to  Martiusburg, 
W.  Va.,  on  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ubio  Railroad,  for  special  service 
io  conuectiou  with  the  riots  then  existing  on  that  road.  Toe  force  sent 
io  this  direction  was  placed  by  the  Secretiiry  of  War  under  the  orders  of 
the  Col.  W.  H.  French,  Fourth  A'tillery,  soon  afterward  succeeded  by 
Col.  G,  W.  Getty,  Third  Artillery,  the  present  commander  of  the  Artillery 
School  at  Fort  Monroe.  On  the  21st  July,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  I  ordered  two  batteries  of  artillery  from  Fort  Monroe  to  Wash- 
ington arsenal,  and  two  from  the  same  post  to  Fort  McHenry  to  replace 
those  sent  to  West  Virginia.  The  entire  force  in  Washington,  consisting 
of  detachments  of  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Marine  Corps,  was,  by  order  of 
the  President,  conveyed  direct  from  the  War  Department  on  the  22d  of 
July,  1877,  placed  nuder  command  of  MaJ.  James  MoUillan,  Second 
Artillery.  On  the  21st  July  1  received  telegraphio  instructions  from 
Washiugtoo  to  forward  the  available  force  at  raj'  immediate  command 
at  onee  to  Baltimore,  Md.  The  trooi's  at  the  posts  in  &'ew  York  Harbor, 
inclnding  those  at  Fort  Oolumbna  and  Willets  Point,  were  started  the 
.same  evening  for  Baltimore,  ander  command  of  Lieut.-Col.  B.  B.  Ayres, 
Third  Artillery.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  2l8t  Jnly  1  received  a  dispatch 
from  the  War  Department,  saying,  "The  President  suggests  it  might 
be  well  for  you  to  go  to  Baltimore  to  confer  with  the  governor  of  Mary- 
land and  advise  us-"  I  at  once  completed  my  orders  for  the  troops  to  be 
sent  to  Baltimore,  and  lefD  for  that  city  the  same  evening;  arriving  there 
at  4  a.  m.  of  the  22d,  Directly  after  my  arrival  I  had  an  interview  with 
Governor  Carroll,  who  said  matters  were  then  quiet,  but  that  it  would  be 
well  to  guard  Camden  Station,  &c.  The  necessary  disposition  of  the 
force  at  my  command  was  at  once  made  with  a  view  to  affording  the 
best  protection  to  the  threatened  points  in  the  city. 

On  the  22d  Jnly  I  ordered  on  to  Baltimore  the  available  force  in  the 
Xew  England  States  and  the  posts  in  Northern  New  York,  except  at 
Fort  Porter,  Buffalo,  which,  for  prudential  reasons,  was  returned  to  that 
post  after  it  had  moved  as  far  as  Rochester,  N.  Y.  At  thesuggestion  of 
Governor  Carroll,  I  advised  the  War  Department  that  the  troops  at 
MartiDSburg,  W.  Va.,  had  better  be  sent  to  Cumberland,  Md.,  where  the 
disoiden  Iu  that  section  were  likely  to  culminate.     Colonel  French  was 
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directed  accordingly  from  the  War  Departmeot,  ami  on  tbe  same  tlay 
was  placed  under  lu.r  orders,  and  Che  force  on  the  tipper  Potomac  cod- 
tinned  so  to  act  until  the  troubles  ceased,  and  they  were  withdrawn. 

Matters  at  this  time  were  tolerably  qniet  in  Ii»ltiinore,  but  were  be- 
coming serious  in  Peunsylraaia.  About  midnight  of  tbe  23d  of  July  I 
received  a  dispatch  from  the  War  Department,  eaying  the  President 
desired  me  to  go  to  Philadelphia  as  bood  as  1  could  leare  Baitimon-, 
and  to  take  a  BufiQcient  force  with  me  to  restore  order  there.  Xo  formal 
call  had  yet  been  made  at  this  time  ui>ou  the  General  Government  by 
tbe  executive  pf  Pennsylvania  for  the  services  of  United  States  troops, 
but  the  President  ivished  to  prepare  for  emergencies,  the  aspect  of 
afl'airs  at  Philadelphia  being  exceedingly  threatening.  I  at  once  conn- 
termanded  the  orders  for  the  troops  from  New  England  and  NortherQ 
JSevf  York  to  come  to  Baltimore,  and  directed  them,  with  Light  Battery 
G,  Third  Artillery,  its  gnus  and  horses,  &c,,  from  Fort  Hamilton,  to 
report  to  me  at  Philadelphia.  I  sent  the  battery  from  Fort  Niagara  to 
Fort  CkilambDS,  to  be  held  there  as  a  reserve  in  case  of  disorders  in  New 
York  City.  It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  there  arose  no  occaaiou  for  ita 
services. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2.Jd  of  July  I  left  Baltimore  for  Pbiladelphi», 
sending  in  advance  the  battalion  of  marines  placed  under  my  or<ler?. 
Mutters  were  then  comparatively  quiet.  Governor  Hartranft,  of  Penu- 
sylvania,  was  at  that  time  absent  from  the  State.  He  soon,  however, 
returned,  and  the  formal  call  upon  the  President  for  the  services  of 
United  States  troops  having  been  made,  matters  proceeded  iu  a  harmo- 
nious manner.  The  same  day,  I  received  at  Philadelphia  a  dispatch 
from  the  Adjutant-General,  which  I  quote  in  full.  It  was  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  mo  in  the  grave  situation  of  aCfiiirs  within  the  limits  of 
my  division.    Tbe  dispatch  was  as  follows  : 

The  Secretary  of  War  directa  me  to  say  tbe  Preaident  desiree  yoa  to  nndeTstaod  tbtt 
jou  have  full  authority  to  move  any  troops  wiihio  your  division  aa  yoa  may  thiat 
necessary  duritig  tbeae  di  at  urbane  a,  only  informiDf;  this  office.  AU  infonnation  which 
may  aid  you  coucarning  any  point  nithio  yourdiviaioD  will  beaent  ttom  b«re,  andtiir 
FiDaideut  relies  ou  your  diacretiou  to  do  all  that  is  possible  witbiu  the  la«r  to  pr«scivB 

This  greatly  amplified  my  authority,  as  under  the  system  which  has 
OBually  characterized  our  period  of  peace,  but  which  has  received  extra- 
ordinary develoi)raent  during  the  past  few  years,  there  were  many  mili- 
tary stations  and  organizations  in  my  command  over  which  I  had  no, 
control.  For  instance,  the  engineer  post  of  Willets  Point,  with  ita  gar- 
rison of  about  150  men;  the  recruiting  depots  at  Fort  Colnmbua,  New 
York  Harbor,  and  Columbus  Barracks, Ohio ;  tbe  various  arsenals,  which 
I  need  not  enumerate,  with  their  material  and  garrisons,  as  well  as  tbe 
independent  depots  of  the  Quartennaster  and  Medical  Departments, 

The  daties  reqnired  of  me  could  not  have  been  properly  performed 
without  tbe  authority  conferred;  and,  iu  fact-,  no  important  military 
operations  could  be  conducted  to  a  successful  issue  without  that  author- 
ity being  invested  in  tbe  commanding  general. 

The  railroad  strikes  were  now  spreading  over  the  countrj-,  and  the 
disorders  and  riots  spiinging  from  them  were  becoming  more  serious. 
It  finally  became  necessary  to  order  to  the  principal  scenes  of  action  tbe 
entire  available  force  of  my  division.  The  Third  niul  Thirteenth  In- 
fantry, from  the  Department  of  tbe  Gulf,  and  the  Eighteenth  Infantry 
and  batteries  of  the  Second  and  Fifth  Artillery,  from  the  Department 
of  the  South,  were  ordered  to  tbe  North.  Troops  were  sent  to  Louis- 
ville and  Newport  Barracks,  Ky. ;  to  Indianapolis  arsenal  and  to  Jvfier- 
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wiiville,  Ind. ;  points  from  which  it  might  be  uecessary  to  use  a  force, 
lud  in  the  viciDity  of  which  there  was  much  governmeut  property  to 
pNlect.  A  battalion  of  the  Eighteenth  Infuntry  was  aeut  to  re-enforce 
the  command  at  Cumberland,  Md.,  and  its  dependencies  at  Xeyser, 
Grafton,  Sir  John's  Ban,  &c.  Disturbances  hud,  in  the  mean  time,  brokea 
uQt  at  Beading,  Pa.,  and  a  command  of  200  men,  uuder  Maj.  John  Ilain- 
iltOD,  First  Artillery,  was  sent  to  that  point.  Pittsburgh  had  been  the 
scene  of  the  most  violent  disorders,  and  the  civil  authorities  there  not 
jet  having  recovered  control,  all  my  available  troops  (about  six  hundred 
nea)  at  Philadelphia  were  hurried  to  that  place.  The  six  companies  of 
[lie  T wen ty -second  Infantry,  which  had  been  stopped  at  Chicago,  aud 
(be  three  companies  of  the  same  regiment  from  Fort  Wayne,  with  the 
iroopH  from  Kentucky  and  Indiana,  were  also  pushed  forward  to  the 
^me  point. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  brief  sketch  of  movements  made 
Ihat  troops  from  the  most  remote  points  in  my'  command  were  sent  to 
ibe  scenes  of  the  disturbances.  From  Forts  Brady  and  Mackinac,  in 
Michigan,  from  nearly  all  of  the  poets  along  the  northern  lakes,  and 
fruffl  those  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  from  Maine  to  Florida,  from  the  Gulf 
coast  to  New  Orleans,  and  from  Arkansas  as  well. 

Wherever  the  troops  appeared  they  succeeded  by  their  presence  alone 
io  tepreasing  the  disorders,  and  there  is  no  instance  of  any  serious 
attack  being  made  npon  theu,  although  they  had  frequently  to  bear  in 
patience  and  silence  a  good  deal  of  abuse  and  some  personal  violencft 
from  the  rioters. 

About  the  1st  August,  when  the  disorders  incident  to  the  railroad 
Mrikes  were  ending,  it  was  found  necessary  to  move  troops  to  the  an- 
thracite coal  regions  of  Pennsylvania,  on  account  of  miuiug  troubles 
Khich  had  broken  out  there,  and  all  of  the  disposable  force  at  my  com* 
mand  was  sent  to  the  following  points :  Sorautuu,  Wilkesbarre,  Mauoh 
Chunk,  and  Eaaton,  Pa. 

I  invite  special  attention  to  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of  the  De- 
{■artments  of  the  Gulf  and  South,  herewith  (Generals  Augur  and  Bn- 
g«r].  The  duties  devolving  upou  them  during  the  year  have  been  of  an 
eicecdiogly  arduous  and  delicate  nature,  moro  so  than  in  former  years. 
How  ably  they  have  performed  them  is  a  matter  of  record. 

The  troopa  under  General  Augur,  although  scattered  previous  to  the 
^'oveInber  electiona  in  many  small  detachments  throughont  his  depart- 
ment— he  states  at  62  different  points — nevertheless  conducted  them- 
lelves  admirably  and  with  perfect  discipline. 

General  Augur,  in  his  report,  says : 

In  Us;  I  waa  wiled  upon  by  the  Uaited  States  niBrsbal  for  Ironps  to  aasiet  bis  depii- 
'la  m  Kning  proceaa  of  United  Slates  courls,  in  tbe  pariah  of  Caloasiea,  L».,  whore 
bi4  drpntiM,  aa  he  stated,  bad  been  resisled  and  overpowered  by  a  gang  of  despera- 
dvts.  I  decliDed  to  furnish  troops  uli less  instructed  by  superior  auchorttj'.  Subae- 
'■HfoiW  orders  ware  received  directing  troops  to  be  furnished  for  protection  of  Fed- 
'i>l  oEcecs,  aod  property  aoder  their  cbarge  la  that  locality.  Two  companies  wore 
•■lit  there,  and  it  haa  proved  a  very  laborioua  duty. 

Tbc  command  ban  to  be  aupplied  via  Galveston,  Texas,  which  ia  an  expenalve  and  in- 
nxtrfOieDt  rmite.  The  troops  have  saSered  in  their  health,  and  it  ia  tioped  that  the 
citil  aothorities  will  soon  Gnd  it  annecesBary  longer  to  detain  theau  troops. 

I  iDvite  particular  attention  to  this  subject.  One  company  has  lately 
Iteen  withdrawn  from  Calcasieu,  leaving  one  company  stilt  there. 

General  Aagur  reports : 

'Tba  posts  At  Jackson  and  Holly  SprinKs,  Mias.,  and  at  Mobile  and  Hantaville,  Aln., 
lnTc  Imjq  abandonod,  and  the  pnblio  property  removed  to  Naw  Orleans.  It  is  not  prob- 
Me  ihat  these  posl«  need  ever  again  he  occupied  by  troops,  and  it  is  therefore  reoom- 
<^^'it4  that  tbe  publio  buildings  be  sold  at  public  auction,  and  the  leases  of  tbe  land 
I*  irliDnnisbed.  . 
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The  gorernmeot  owns  tbe  post*  nnd  buildinKB  at  Little  Book,  Aik.,  BabM  BoDge, 
Aod  Jackaon  Barracks,  La.,  and  Mount  Vernon  Barracks,  Ala. 

It  is  recommended  tbat  tbeite  posts  be  retained  and  kept  in  order/and  they  are  likely 
to  afford  sndicient  liarrac^-room  far  all  the  troops  ordinarily  needed  in  the  departmeoL 

Goncnrritig  id  his  views  in  regard  to  these  posts,  I  present  tbe  matter 
for  consideration,  as  one  deserving  special  attention. 

General  Buger  gireti  in  bU  report,  herewith,  a  chronological  state- 
ment of  the  movement  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  the  South  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  These  movements  were  made  mainly,  if  not  wholly, 
with  a  view  to  preserving  order  in  the  department  during  tbe  fall  ot 
1876  and  winter  of  1876-'77,  when  a  disturbed  condition  of  aff.iirs  pre- 
vailed, resulting  mainly  from  the  elections  of  that  period.  The  in- 
structions under  which  the  department  commander  acted  were  sent  to 
liim  from  Washington,  and  usually  direct,  in  a  few  instances  only  hav- 
ing tieen  sent  through  my  headquarters.  All  of  the  special  reports 
made  by  General  Ruger  of  these  operations  (referred  to  in  bis  annnal 
report),  which  passed  through  here,  were  transmitted  to  Washingtoo 
directly  on  their  receipt. 

In  his  special  report  of  posts  in  the  Department  of  the  Sonth  to  be 
retained,  abandoned,  &c..  General  Ituger  recommends  that,  in  case  no 
infantry  is  returned  to  his  department,  and  that  the  troops  therein  will 
lie  only  the  artillery  garrisoning  The  forts  on  the  seaboard,  the  i>osts  io 
the  interior — Morganton,  N.  C.;  Columbia,  9.  C;  McPherson  BarracliS, 
Atlanta,  and  Chattanooga,  Tenn. — be  abandoned  as  soon  as  proper  dis- 
position can  be  made  of  the  public  properly;  but  in  case  a  regiment  of 
iafaotry  is  returned  to  the  Department  of  the  South,  he  advises  the  re- 
tention of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  McPherson  Barracks,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
I  concur  in  these  views,  except  that,  in  case  infantry  is  i-etnrned  to  tlie 
department,  it  wonld  be  better  to  concentrate  it  at  McPherson  Barracks, 
Atlanta,  and  abandon  Chattanooga. 

I  inclose  the  reports  of  the  chiefs  of  tbe  staff  departments  at  these 
lieadquarters.  They  exhibit  io  detail  the  operations  of  the  several  de- 
partments dnring  the  year.  Their  responsible  duties  have  been  faitti- 
fully  and  efBcieutty  performed ;  and  during  the  recent  emergency,  when 
tased  to  tbeir  utmost  capacity  and  laboring  under  the  disadvantage  of 
want  of  appropriations,  they  conducted  the  operations  of  their  depsrt- 
meuts  in  a  prompt  and  efflcieut  manner.  I  invite  attention  to  Colonel 
Easton's  remarks,  in  the  concluding  portion  of  his  report,  saggesting 
tbe  revocation  of  General  Orders  So.  i,  series  of  1873,  from  the  War 
Department,  requiring  division  commanders,  aft«r  they  have  approved 
expenditures  at  any  post  of  t500  from  "  barracks  and  quarters,"  to 
forward  requests  for  additional  expenditure  from  that  appropriation  to 
the  War  Department.  This  restriction  was  imposed  before  the  present 
system  of  "allotments"  of  appropriations  to  divisions  and  departmeuts, 
and,  in  view  of  this  system,  is  not  ouly  unnecessary,  but  obstructs  the 
public  business. 

Inspection  duty,  both  as  to  posts,  troops,  national  cemeteries,  pnblic 
property,  &c.,  has  been  thoroughly  performed  during  the  year  by  the 
inspector- general  of  the  division  (Col.  N.  H.  Davis)  and  bis  assistant 
(Major  Richard  Arnold,  Fifth  Artillery,  A.  A.  I.  G.).  These  officers  have 
been  constantly  emjiloyed  in  the  important  duties  devolving  upon  them, 
Tbeir  reports,  herewith,  will  repay  perusal,  and  I  ask  attention  to  the 
recommendations  of  Colonel  Davi^,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  report.  The 
medical  director  of  the  division,  Colonel  Ouyler,  reports  tbe  health  of 
tbe  troops  as  exceptionally  good. 

Strict  economy  has  at  all  times  been  exercised  in  the  public  expendi- 
tures; since  the  1st  of  July,  tbe  orders  governing  contracts,  purchases, 
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&&,  in  the  absence  of  an  appropriation,  have  been  fally  adliered  to. 
>'o  special  case  of  incouTenience  under  the  arrangement  made  occurs 
to  me  at  tbis  time,  although  tliere  has  been,  no  doubt,  many  cases  of 
iDdiridnal  hardahip.  The  troops  were  paid  punctually  to  the  30th  of 
Jane  mnater,  since  which  time  they  have,  of  course,  received  no  pay. 
I  am  gratified  to  say  that  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes  they  have  borne 
the  depriTatiou  uncomplainingly,  and,  without  any  pay  themselves,  they 
&itbfally  aided  in  putting  down  the  revolutionary  attempts  made  by 
others  on  questions  of  compensation  arising  biistweea  the  employed  and 
tbeir  employers. 

The  report  of  the  jnd^e-advocitte  of  the  division  shows  a  gratifying 
decrease  in  the  numbers  of  desertions  during  tbe  year,  as  compared  with 
the  years  preceding.  Id  the  year  ending  October  1,  1873,  the  percent-  , 
age  of  desertions  was  33.5  per  cent.,  a  reduction  gradual  from  year  to 
year  has  brought  it  down  until  this  year  (ending  October  1, 1877)  it  is 
5.11  per  cent. 

I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  efficiency  of  tbe 
officers  of  the  general  staff  stationed  at  headquarters,  and  am  grateful 
to  them  fur  the  cordial  assistance  given  me  at  all  times. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  invite  attention  to  the  somewhat  incom- 
plete organization  of  this  military  division.  For  some  time  prior  to 
June,  1ST6,  the  division  limits  embraced  what  bad  formerly  constituted 
two  military  departments — the  East  and  Lakes.  Tbe  command  was 
styled  the  '*  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,"  but  bad  no  department 
organizations;  my  functions  were,  therefore,  at  the  time,  substantially 
those  of  a  department  commander,  although  my  command  was  called  a 
division.  In  June,  1876,  the  Department  of  the  South  was  added  to  the. 
division,  and,  in  May,  1877,  tbe  Department  of  tbe  Gulf  was  also  added, 
bat  the  designation  "  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,"  is  still  used  to 
define  tbat  command  with  its  original  limits,  and  also  that  command 
vith  tbese  two  military  departments  added  to  it.  In  other  words,  the 
aame  "  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic  "  is  used  to  mean  two  entirely 
different  things.  This  creates  confusion  and  inconvenience  which  would 
be  removeil  if  the  original  portion  of  the  division  in  question  were  con- 
stituted a  department.  This  is  desirable  even  if  the  division  commander 
^onld  be  designated  as  its  immediate  commander,  in  addition  to  bis 
other  duties.  A  reorganization  of  the  Division  of  the  Atlantic  into  two, 
or,  at  most,  three  departments,  with  a  commander  for  that  duty  alone 
voiild,  however,  be  preferable. 

Very  re8i>ectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINFIELD  S.  HANCOCK, 
MajorOeneral  Commanding  Division. 
To  the  Adjdtant-Geneeal,  U.  3.  A., 

Wiuhingtonf  D.  C. 
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OBHEBIL  OF  THE  ABUT. 


No.  7.— BEPORT  OP  BRIG.  GEN.  0.  0.  AUGUH. 

Hbadquabtebs  Dbpabtmbnt  op  the  Gulf, 

PlyToouth,  Maaa.,  October  12, 1877. 
Sir;  I  faavetlie  bonor  to  forward  report  relating  to  operations,  move- 
meota  of  troops,  &&,  in  the  Departmeat  of  the  Gulf  daring  ttie  past 
jear. 

At  the  time  of  my  last  annaal  report  the  troops  were  scattered,  gen- 
eraltf  in  small  detHuhaieots,  through  the  States  comprisiog  the  depart- 
ment, with  the  intent  to  protect  IlTe  aod  property  durlngthe  excitement 
prrcediog  the  general  election.  The  rule  observed  in  sending  troops  to 
excited  and  distnrbed  localities  was,  wbeo  called  npon  by  the  governor 
of  the  State  or  the  United  States  marshal  of  tbe  district,  and  wlien  sat- 
isfied that  tbe  excltemeot  and  distorbance  really  existed,  to  send  the 
troops,  if  possible,  in  the  hope  that  their  mere  presence  would  calm  the 
excitement  and  prevent  it  from  enlarging  into  a  general  distarbance. 
Troops  were  aaked  for  in  some  instances  when,  upon  further  investiga- 
tion, it  was  found  they  were  not  needed  ;  and  in  these  cases  they  were 
Dot  sent. 

Acting  npon  this  rn!e,  it  was  foand  that  npon  the  day  of  election  the 
detachments  of  troops  were  at  sixty-two  points  within  tbe  limits  of  tbe 
department,  in  many  cases  but  five  or  six  men  at  a  place,  and  in  some 
iDstances  commanded  by  noD-commissioned  officers. 

Election-day  passed  off  in  perfect  quiet,  and  no  occasion  offered  necea- 
ntating  interference  by  the  troops. 

It  is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  ,be  able  to  report  that  daring  all  this 
time  when  the  enlisted  men  were  comparatively  free  from  the  ordinary 
restraints  of  organized  commands,  not  a  single  complaint  was  ever 
made  of  the  misconduct  of  a  single  otBoer  or  soldier  while  performing 
these  new  and  embarrassing  duties ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  number  of 
letters  were  received  at  department  headquarters  expressing  great  sat- 
isfaction with  the  exemplary  good  conduct  and  conrtesy  exhibited  by 
tbe  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  the  writers. 

Shortly  after  the  election,  and  on  the  eve  of  tbe  moeting  of  the  return- 
ing-board  of  Louisiana,  instructions  were  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  protect  the  members  of  that  board,  if  necessary, 
ID  the  exercise  of  their  legal  datiea,  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  my 
command. 

The  excitement  connected  with  tbe  elections,  and  which  up  to  this 
time  bad  been  scattered,  as  it  were,  throughout  the  department,  was 
now  concentrated  in  New  Orleans,  and  grave  apprehensions  were  enter- 
taiued  by  tbe  State  authorities,  and  by  tbe  business  community  gener- 
ally, that  it  would  increase  and  culminate  in  riotous  disturbances. 

To  enable  me,  under  any  circamstances  that  might  arise,  to  carry  into 
effect  my  orders  regarding  the  retnrning-faoard,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
to  restore  confidence  to  the  community,  orders  were  given  to  concen- 
trate in  New  Orleans  and  at  Jacbson  Barraclcs  all  tbe  troops  in  the  de- 
piirtment,  excepting  small  detachments  to  protect  public  property  at 
the  several  posts,  and  leaving  one  couipauy  at  each  of  the  posts  at  Saint 
Uartiusville,  Uonroe,  Pinevitle,  and  Clinton,  La.,  and  at  Little  Bock, 
Ark. 

This  brought  to  tbe  city  the  whole  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  except 
one  company,  all  of  tbe  Third  Intkntry  except  two  companies,  and  all  of 
tbe  Ttiirteeetb  Infantry  except  two  companies. 
The  object  of  this  conceutratiou  was  effectually  secured ;  confidence 
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vas  restored,  tbe  retnrning-board  was  Dot  molested,  nnd  altliongh  dar- 
ing tbeiDteDBeexciteaients  aroaaed  by  tbe  TigorooB  BSBertiou  of  tbe 
clHims  of  the  rival  candidates  for  tbe  position  of  governor  of  tbe  State 
tbe  peace  of  tbe  city  was  frequently  and  seriously  tbreatened,  atill  tbere 
vas  no  open  conflict  and  no  loss  of  life  or  property. 

]>uriDg  tbe  contentions  in  New  Orleans,  and  vben  it  was  ancertain 
how  far  the  excited  paaaionaof  the  people  might  carry  tbem.  the  United 
States  steamship  Ossipee  arrived  in  New  Orleans,  and  its  commander 
(Commander  Breeze,  Unitetl  States  Navy)  called  npoo  me  with  assur- 
ances that  he  was  ready  to  co-operate  and  act  with  me  in  tbe  event  of 
its  becoming  necessary. 

Tbe  Ossipee  was  aabseqaeotly  relieved  by  tbe  United  States  steam- 
ship Plymonth,  commanded  by  Capt.  Edward  Barrett,  United  Stat«s 
Navy.  Captain  Barrett  called  npon  me  with  tbe  same  assurances  of 
readiness  for  oo-0[)eratlve  action  in  the  event  of  its  necessity. 

To  both  of  these  otBcers  I  am  offloially  and  personally  indebted  for 
many  acta  of  courtesy  and  kindne^.  Besides  the  strong  sympathetic 
support  tbey  afforded  me  daring  many  anxious  days,  their  presence  and 
tbe  moral  effect  of  their  splendid  ships  and  crews  contributed  largely 
to  tbe  solution  of  tbe  question  of  peace  and  order. 

After  the  final  settlement  of  the  troubles  in  Louisiana,  the  trobpa  iti 
and  abont  the  city  were  distributed.  The  Sixteenth  Infantry  was  re- 
lieved from  tbe  department,  and  in  June  sent  to  tbe  Department  of 
Missonri.  Tbe  Third  and  Thirteenth  Infantry  were  distributed  to  tbe 
posts  in  tbe  deportment  ' 

In  May,  I  was  called  npon  by  tbe  United  States  marshal  for  troops  to 
assist  bis  deputies  in  serving  process  of  United  States  conrta  in  parish 
of  Calcasien,  Louisiana,  where  his  deputies,  as  he  stated,  had  been  re- 
sisted and  overpowered  by  a  gnng  of  desperadoes. 

I  declined  to  fnrnlsh  troops  unless  instmcted  by  superior  authority. 
Snbsequeutly,  orders  were  received  directing  troops  to  be  furnished  for 
protection  of  Federal  officers  and  property  under  tbeir  charge  in  that 
locality.  Two  companies  were  sent  there,  and  it  has  proved  a  very 
laborioas  duty.  Tbe  command  has  to  be  supplied  via  Galveston,  Tex., 
which  is  an  expensive  and  inconvenient  route.  The  troops  have  suf- 
fered in  their  bealth,  and  it  is  bogted  that  tbe  civil  authorities  will  aooo 
find  it  unnecessary  longer  to  detain  these  troops. 

During  the  "labor  and  railroad  strikes"  in  the  North,  all  tbe  troops 
in  the  department,  except  the  two  companies  at  Calcasieu  Parish  and 
small  detachments  to  protect  public  property  at  the  posts,  were  ordered 
to  the  scenes  of  disonler  and  violence,  fh>m  which  duty  they  have  not 
been  retnmed. 

The  Thlid  In&ntry  has  since  been  ordered  and  has  gone  to  tbe  De- 
partment of  Dakota. 

Tbe  removal  of  the  detachments  of  the  Third  Infantry  from  tbe  posts 
formerly  occupied  by  the  regiment,  in  order  that  they  might  join  in  tbe 
movement  to  Dakota,  rendered  it  necessary  to  call  in  one  of  the  com- 
panies from  Calcasieu  to  take  charge  of  public  property  at  other  posts. 

Tbe  posts  at  Jackaon  and  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  and  at  Mobile  and 
Enntsville,  Ala.,  have  been  abandoned  and  the  pnblio  property  removed 
to  New  Orleans.  It  is  net  probable  that  these  posts  neied  ever  again 
l>e  occupied  by  troops,  and  it  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  public 
buildings  be  sold  at  pnblio  anction  and  the  leases  of  tbe  laud  be  re- 
liuquiahed. 

The  government  owns  the  posts  and  buildings  at  Little  Bock,  Ark. 
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Baton  Soago  and  Jackson  Barracks,  La.,  aod  Monnt  Vernon  Barracks, 
Ala. 

It  is  recommend  that  these  posts  be  retaioed  and  kept  in  order;  and 
th«7  are  likely  to  afford  sufficient  barrack-room  for  all  tbe  troops 
ordinarily  needed  in  the  department. 

It  is  a  noteworthy  fact,  and  one  to  which  I  refer  with  great  pleasure, 
tbat,  darioK  all  the  excitement  and  conflicts  of  passion  in  tbe  de|>art> 
ment,  aad  particalarly  lu  Loaidiaaa,  daring  the  past  year,  not  a  single 
conflict  of  aathority  has  occurred  betweeo  tbe  civil  and  tbe  military; 
and  I  cannot  olose  this  re^wrt  without  regain  rererring  to  the  remarkably 
good  condnot  and  evidences  of  dlsciplioe  exhibited  by  the  troops  of  tbe 
Ibree  regiments  in  tbe  department  daring  tbe  past  >ear  of  exceptional 
and  eml^rrasmng  service. 

Previons  to  and  during  the  election  tbe  troops  were  scattered  over 
the  three  SbUes,  in  some  cases  with  no  officers;  during  the  winter,  with 
twHity-five  companies  assembled  in  a  large  and  populous  city  when 
eiritemeDt  was  at  its  highest,  and  when  the  general  feeling  of  the  peo- 
ple was  exoeedingly  sensitive  to  any  show  of  Federal  interference,  not 
a  single  offeom  was  ever  charged  against  them  in  connection  with  the 
performance  of  their  daties,  and  but  a  very  few  for  any  personal  dis- 
order. 

They  seemed  to  have  been  actuated  by  tbe  very  spirit  which  was 
prescribed  for  the  gnidance  of  the  Koman  soldiery  in  jadea,  "  Do  vio- 
lence to  no  man  ;  accuae  no  man  unjustly." 

I  refer  Igain  with  pleasure  to  tbe  continued  efficiency  of  my  personal 
staff  and  of  tbe  officers  of  the  p;eneral  staff  serving  with  me. 

AcoompBoying  this  report  will  be  found  record  of  movements  of  troops 
ill  the  department  daring  the  past  year  and  too  voluminous  to  be  em- 
braced .in  tbe  body  of  tbe  rejwrt ;  also,  copies  of  reports  of  the  act- 
iDg  chief  quartermaster,  the  acting  chief  commissary,  and  tbe  acting 
m»dical  director  of  tbe  department: 

I  remain,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  U.  AUGUR, 
Rrigadier-Oeneral,  Commanding  Department, 

The  Assistant  AiwtiTANT  Oensral, 

HetidqiiarUrt  Military  Diviaton  of  the  Atlantic, 

New  York,  JV.  Y. 


No.  8.— REPORT  OP  BVT.  BRIG.  GEN.  THOMAS  H.  RUGER. 

Hkadquabtbbs  Department  of  tub  Sodth, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  October  10, 1877. 

SiB;  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  troops  within  thia  department  siuoe  anuaat  report  of  last 
yew. 

Sjiecial  reports  have  from  time  to  time  been  made  relative  to  action 
by  the  troops,  to  which  reports  attention  in  connection  herewith  is  re- 
spectfully requested. 

October  91k,  1876,  Company  H,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  was  ordered 
from  BIttckville,  S.  C,  to  encamp  at  Allendale,  S.  C. 

The  comeianding-offlcer,  Columbia,  S.  C,  was  ordered  to  send  a  com- 
pany of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  to  encamp  at  Newberry,  S.  G. 

12tk.  Companies  D  and  G,  Second  Infantry,  were  ordered  from  At- 
lanta, Ga.,  to  encamp  at  Edgefleld,  S.  0. 
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17t&.  Tlie  commanding-offlcer,  Golumbia,  S.  C,  was  ordered  to  send 
a  oompaDy  of  the  Eigbteentfa  Infantry  to  Oaiohoy,  S.  C 

18th.  The  commauding  officer,  Tampa,  Fla.,  was  ordered  to  badiI  a 
battery  of  the  Fifth  Artillery  to  eocamp  at  Oainsville,  Fla,,  the  battery 
to  arrive  there  between  the  1st  and  7th  of  November,  with  orders  to 
retnrn  on  the  14th  of  November. 

The  commaiidiDg  ofiQcer,  Saiut  Aagusttne,  Fla.,  was  ordered  to  xend 
the  following  detachoieDte:  Une  officer  aod  ten  enlisted  men  t:>  Lake 
City,  Fla.;  one  officer  and  ten  enlisted  men  to  Qnincy,  Fla.;  one  officer 
and  twenty  enlisted  men  to  Madison,  Fla. ;  the  detachmente  to  arrive  at 
theirplacesof  de«tiuatioD  between  November  Istaad  Ttb^and  toremalD 
nntil  November  14tb. 

The  commanding  officer,  Fort  Barrancas,  Fla.,  was  ordered  to  send  a 
battery  of  the  Fifth  Artillery  to  encamp  at  Martanna,  Fla.,  the  battery 
to  arrive  there  before  November  7tb,  with  orders  to  return  on  the  X'lth 
of  November. 

201  A.  Pursuant  to  Special  Orders  No.  139,  series  of  1876,  Hea<Iqnartere 
Artillery  School,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  Battery  A,  Third  Artillery,  Battery 
I,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  Battery  U,  Fifth  Artillery,  arrived  at  Columbiu, 
8.  C,  for  duty  in  this  department,  and  Battery  G,  First  Artillery,  wbicb, 
while  en  route  from  Fort  M  )nrQe,  was  directed  to  proceed  to  and  encamp 
at  Bennettsville,  S.  G. ;  Battery  G,  Fifth  Artillery,  was  ordered  from 
Columbia,  8.  C.,  to  Sammerville,  8.  G.;  Battery  A,  Third  Artillery,  and 
Battery  I,  Fourth  Artillery,  were  ordered  temporarily  to  form  part  of 
the  garrison  at  Columbia,  8.  G.  $ 

2l»t.  Pursuant  to  Special  Orders  No.  191,  of  series  of  1876,  head- 
quarters Depot  General  Keerniting  Service,  Colambus  Barrackt>,  Ohio, 
Company  G,  permanent  party  general  recruiting  service, arrived  at  OoIddi- 
bie,  8.  C,  for  duty  in  this  department.  Company  H,  Second  Infantry, 
was  ordered  from  Atlanta,  Oa.,  to  Aiken,  8.  C. 

22d.  Pursuant  to  Special  Orders  No.  206,  series  of  1876,  headquarters 
Division  of  the  Atlantic,  Batteries  I  and  E,  Third  Artillery,  arrived  at 
Columbia,  S.  C^  for  doty  in  this  department. 

Pursuant  to  Special  Orders  No.  207,  series  of  1876,  headquarters  Di- 
vision of  the  Atlantic,  Batteries  B,  D,  H,  I,  L,  and  H,  First  Artillery, 
and  Butteries  B,  F,  and  H,  Third  Artillery,  arrived  at  Colambia,  8.  C, 
lor  duty  in  this  department. 

Pursuant  to  Special  Orders  No.  246,  series  of  1876,  beadiioattent 
Principal  Depot  General  Recruiting  Service,  Port  Columbus,  N.  Y.  0., 
Company  A,  permanent  party  general  recrniiing  service,  arrived  at  C* 
Inmbia,  S.  0.,  for  duty  in  this  department. 

23^.  Battery  A,  Third  Artillery,  was  ordered  from  Columbia,  8.  C, 
to  Blackville,  8.  C.  Company  C,  permanent  party  from  Columbus  Bur- 
racks,  Ohio,  Capt.  H.  C.  Corbin,  oommauding,  was  ordered  to  Aikeu, 
H.  C.  M^.  C.  L.  Best,  First  Artillery,  with  Battery  M,  First  Artillery, 
and  Battery  I,  Third  Artillery,  were  ordered  from  Colambia,  S.  C,  to 
Blitckville,  S.  C.  Gompany  A,  permanent  party  from  Fort  Oolnmbus, 
N.  T.  H.,  Gapt.  £.  G.  Bush  commanding,  was  attached  to  the  post  of 
Columbia,  S.  C.  MaJ.  H.  G.  Gibson,  Third  Artillery,  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  battalion  Third  Artillery,  (Batteries  B,  P,  H,  anil 
E,  Third  Artillery,)  and  ordered  to  report  his  battalion  for  duty  to  the 
commanding  officer,  Columbia,  S.  G. 

25th.  The  commanding  officer,  Columbia,  8.  C,  was  ordered  to  send 
Batteries  D,  H,  and  L,  First  Artillery,  to  Edgefteld,  S.  0.  Battery  B, 
First  Artillery,  was  ordered  to  be  reported  for  duty  to  the  commanding 
officer,  Golumbia,  8.  G.    The  commanding  officer,  Fort  Barrancas,  Fla., 
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■as  ordemt  to  send  a  battery  of  the  Fiftb  Artillery  to  Pensacola,  Fla., 
fordaty  oa  the  7th  of  November. 

'XA,  Battery  K,  Third  Artillery,  waa  ordered  from  Golambia,  S.  C, 
MCamdeD,  S.  0. 

28U.  Battery  E^  Fifth  Artillery,  waa  relieved  from  daty  at  Blackville, 
S.  C,  aod  ordered  to  retarn  to  Sammervitle,  9.  0. 

SOIJt.  Battery  B,  First  Artillery,  was  ordered  from  Oolnmbia,  S.  0.,  to 
Smninerville,  S.  C.  The  commandinti;  officer,  McPherson  Barraoks,  At- 
lanu,  Oa.,  vas  ordered  to  send  an  officer  aod  fifteen  enlisted  men  to 
Etisle;'a  Station,  Pickens  County^  S.  C ;  also,  Company  E,  Second  In- 
balry,  (Captain  Cook,]  to  Greenville,  8.  C,  with  detachment  therefrom 
of  an  officer  and  twelve  enlisted  men  to  Spartanbnrg,  S.  O. 

31(L  Company  I,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  w^a  relieved  from  daty  at 
Aiken,  S.  C,  and  ordered  to  Chester,  B.  0.  The  commandinK  officer, 
Aiken,  8.  C,  was  ordered  to  send  immediately  a  company  to  Hamburg, 
S.  C,  and  detachments  of  an  officer  and  from  10  to  15  enlisted  men 
mch,  to  the  following  places:  Bearh  Island,  Boyd's  Store,  and  Jor- 
iIhd'b  Mill,  a.  C;  detachments  to  arrive  at  their  places  of  destiuatioD 
l>j'  the  6th  of  November,  with  orders  to  retarn  on  the  9th  of  November, 
provided  qniet  prevailed  in  the  vicinity.  Tlie  commanding  officer,  Ches- 
ter, 8.  C,  was  ordered  to  send  an  otftcer  and  12  men  to  Carmel  Hill,  3. 
(.'..  to  arrive  there  by  the  6tb  of  November,  with  orders  to  retnrn  on  the 
9th  of  November,  provided  quiet  prevailed  in  the  vicinity. 

The  oommanding  officer,  Columbia,  S.  C,  was  ordered  to  send  BaC> 
lerj  B,  TUrd  Artillery,  to  Doiou,  S.  C,  with  inetractions  to  the  com- 
ninndiDg  officer,  on  its  arrival  at  Union,  to  send  an  officer  and  8  en- 
listed men  to  Oowdersville,  Union  County;  the  battery,  with  ita  de- 
tachment at  Gowderavllle,  to  retnrn  on  the  11th  of  November,  provided 
iioiet  prevailed  in  t'he  vicinity.  The  commanding  officer,  Colnmbia,  9. 
I...  was  ordered  to  send  Battery  H,  Third  Artillery,  to  Sumter,  S.C.,  with 
orders  to  return  on  the  11th  of  November,  provided  qaiet  prevailed  in 
llie  vicinity.  The  commanding  officer,  Edgefield,  S.  0.,  was  ordered  to 
»Di  a  company  to  each  of  the  foHowing  places,  vis:  Shaw's  Mill,  Biuh- 
anlsonville,  and  Liberty  Hill,  and  detachments  of  an  officer  and  12 
toea  each  to  Rich  Spring  and  Leesville,  Lexington  County,  S.  C,  to 
arrive  at  their  places  of  destination  by  the  6th  of  November,  with  or- 
dera  to  retnrn  on  the  9th  of  November,  provided  qniet  prevailed  in  the 
vicioity.  The  commanding  officer,  Yorkville,  8.  C,  was  ordered  to 
kihI  a  detachment  of  an  officer  and  12  enlisted  men  to  Book  Hill,  8.  C, 
'0  STrive  there  by  the  4tb  of  November,  with  orders  to  return  on  the 
'^th  of  November,  provided  quiet  prevailed  in  the  vicin  ty.  The  com- 
manding officer,  Greenville,  3.  C,  was  ordered  to  send  an  officer  and 
lea  enlisted  men  to  Sullivan's  Factory,  S.  C,  to  arrive  there  by  the  (fth 
of  November,  with  orders  to  return  on  the  9th  of  November,  provided 
qaiet  prevailed  in  the  vicinity.  The  commanding  office  Newberry,  S. 
<-;.  was  ordered  to  send  an  officer  and  12  enlisted  men  to  Proai>erity, 
dewberry  County,  to  arrive  there  on  the  6th  of  November,  with  orders  to 
return  on  the  9th  of  November,  provided  quiet  prevailed  in  the  vicinity. 
The  commanding  officer,  Blackville,  S.  C,  was  ordered  to  send  a  com- 
l«ay  to  Barnwell,  and  detacbmeuts  of  an  officer  and  from  ten  to  fifteen 
Milisted  men  each  to  the  following  places :  Midway  and  Bnford's  Bridge, 
lo  arrive  at  their  places  of  destination  by  the  6th  of  November,  with 
orders  to  return  on  the  9th  of  November,  provided  qniet  prevailed  in 
the  vicinity.  The  commandiog  officer,  Bennettsville,  8.  C,  wasordered 
lAbrod  detacbmenta  of  an  officer  and  from  ten  to  fifteen  enlisted  men 
each  to  BtowDSvUle  and  Bed  Blntf,  Marlborough  County,  S.  C,  to  arrive 
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at  their  places  of  destiDation  by  the  6tfa  of  November,  with  orders  to 
return  oo  the  9th  of  tforember,  provided  quiet  prev»iled  ia  the  vicioity. 
The  commanding;  officer,  Winnsborongh,  S.  C,  was  ordered  to  aend  a  de- 
tachment of  auofBcer  and  ten  enlisted  men  toBidgeway,  S.  C,  to  arrive 
there  by  the  6th  of  November,  with  orders  to  return  on  the  9th  of 
November,  provided  quiet  prevailed  in  the  vicinity.  The  commanding 
officer,  Lancaster,  8.  0.,  was  ordered  to  aend  an  officer  aod  twelve 
pnliated  men  to  Waxhaw,  to  arrive  there  by  the  6th  of  November,  with 
orders  to  retain  od  the  9th  of  November,  provided  quiet  prevailed  in  the 
vicinity.  The  commandiDg  officer,  Marion,  8.  C,  was  ordered  to  eend  an 
officer  and  eight  enlisted  men  to  Mar's  Dlnff,  to  arrive  there  by  the  6th 
of  November,  with  orders  to  return  on  the  9th  of  November,  provided 
quiet  prevailed'in  the  vicinity.  The  commanding  officer,  Laureosville, 
8.  C,  was  ordered  to  send  First  Lient.  William  A.  Miller,  Eighteenth 
Infantry,  and  from  twelve  to  fifteen  enlisted  men  to  Clinton,  Lanrens 
Count.v,  S.  O.,  to  arrive  there  by  the  6th  of  November,  with  orders  to 
return  on  the  9th  of  November,  provided  quiet  prevailed  in  the  vicinity. 
The  commanding  officer,  Allendale,  8.  C,  was  ordered  to  aend  an  officer 
and  ten  enlisted  men  to  Milletts,  Barnwell  Oonnty,  to  arrive  there  by 
the  6th  of  November,  with  orders  to  return  on  tiie  9th  of  November, 
provided  quiet  prevailed  in  the  vicinity.  The  commanding  officer, 
Camden,  B.  C,  was  ordered  to  send  an  officer  and  eight  enlisted  men  to 
Bed  Bill,  B.  C,  to  arrive  there  on  the  6th  of  November,  with  orders  to 
retarn  on  the  9th  of  November,  provided  quiet  prevailed  in  the  vicinity. 
The  commanding  officer,  Abbeville,  S.  C,  was'  ordered  to  send  detach- 
ments of  an  officer  and  ten  enlisted  men  each  to  LowndesvillB  and 
Greenwood,  S.  C,  to  arrive  at  their  places  of  destination  by  the  6th  of 
November,  with  orders  to  return  on  the  9th  of  NovembOT,  provided 
quiet  prevailed  in  the  vicinity. 

November  1,  1876.  The  commanding  officer,  Colnmbia,  8.  C,  was 
ordered  to  send  Battery  I,  Fourth  Artillery,  on  the  3d  of  November  to 
TimmoDSville,  Darlington  County,  8.  C,  with  Instrnctions  to  send,  on 
the  flth  of  November,  a  detachment  of  an  officer  and  t«u  enlisted  men  to 
Lynchburg,  Sumter  County,  and  an  officer  and  twelve  enlisted  men  to 
Darlington,  to  reach  there  on  the  6th  of  November;  the  battery  with 
Its  detachments  to  return  on  the  11th  of  November,  provided  quiet  pre- 
vailed in  the  vicinity.  The  commanding  officer,  Cainhoy,  8.  C,  was 
ordered  to  send  Second  Lieut.  William  B.  Wheeler,  Bighteentb  In- 
fantry, and  eight  enlisted  men,  on  the  6th  ol' November,  to  Muster  House, 
Christ  Church  Parittb,  provided  the  roads  were  passable,  with  orders  to 
return  on  the  Sth  of  November.  The  commanding  officer,  Bummerviile, 
8  C,  was  ordered  to  send  detachments  to  the  following-named  places, 
viz :  an  officer  and  twenty  enlisted  men  to  Beaufort,  8.  G. ;  an  officer 
and  ten  enlisted  men  to  Adams  Bun.  Colleton  County ;  an  officer  and  ten 
enlixted  men  to  John's  Island;  an  officer  and  ten  enlisted  men  to  Straw- 
berry Ferry,  in  Saint  John's  Berkley  Parish,  Charleston  County ;  and,  if 
possible,  a  small  detachment  to  Jflmes  Island.  The  detachments  to  ar- 
rive at  their  places  of  destination  by  the  6th  of  November,  with  orders 
to  return  on  the  9tb  of  November,  provided  quiet  prevailed  in  the 
vicinity.  He  was  also  ordered  to  have  the  remainder  of  bis  command 
available  (after  leaving  a  sufficient  guard  at  Summerville)  in  the  city 
of  Charleston  during  the  day  of  the  election,  November  7. 

3d.  The  commanding  officer,  Columbia,  8.  C,  was  ordered  to  send 
Battery  F,  Third  Artillery,  on  the  4th  of  November  to  Greenwood, 
Abbeville  County,  S.  C,  with  orders  toretnnioathe  11th  of  November, 
provided  quiet  prevailed  in  the  vicinity.    The  commanding  officer, 
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Abbeville,  9.  C,  was  ordered  to  send  a  detacfament  to  Galhoon's  Mill, 
in  place  of  Greenwood.  The  commaoding  officer,  Sutnmerville,  8.  O., 
was  ordered  to  send  an  officer  and  8  enlisted  men  to  Walterborongh, 
CoUetoD  Gonnty,  to  reaob  there  by  the  6th  of  Kovember,  with  orders 
to  return  on  the  9tb  of  November,  provided  qniet  prevailed  in  the 
vicinity. 

ith.  The  commanding  officer,  Xewbeny,  8. 0.,  was  ordered  to  send  a 
■mall  detachment  to  Ohappell's  Depot  for  the  election.  The  oommand- 
ing  officer,  Marion,  S.  C,  was  ordered  to  send  a  detachment  to  Rock 
fliU  in  place  of  Mar's  BlnfT.  First  Lieut.  J.  A.  Fessendeo,  Fitth  Artil- 
let;y,  at  Madison,  Fla.,  was  ordered  to  send  a  nou-oommieuoDed  officer 
and  8  enlisted  men  to  Montioello,  Fla. 

5tk.  The  commanding  officer,  Torkville,  S.  0.,  was  ordered  to  send  a 
non-commissioned  officer  and  6  privates  to  Fort  Mill,  to  remain  antil  the 
6[b  of  November.  The  commanding  officer,  Chester,  S.  0.,  was  ordered 
to  send  a  Doo-ootDminsioned  officer  and  6  privates  to  Kich  Hilt,  with 
orders  to  return  ou  the  8th  of  November.  The  commanding  officer, 
Marion,  S.  C,  was  ordered  to  send  a  non-commissioned  officer  and  4 
privatM  to  Berry's  Cross-Boads,  with  orders  to  return  on  the  8th  of 
November.  The  commanding  officer,  Aiken,  8. 0.,  was  ordered  to  send 
s  detachment  to  Silverton  for  the  election. 

7(h.  The  commanding  officer,  Columbia,  8.  C,  was  ordered  to  send 
an  officer  and  a  few  enlisted  men  to  Trenbolm  Station,  with  orders  to 
letam  the  same  evening. 

Stk.  The  commanding  officer,  Blaekville,  S.  C,  was  ordered  to  send 
Lorain's  Battery  A,  Third  Artillery,  by  first  piocorable  transportation 
to  Gtaarieeton,  8.  0.  M^.  J.  M.  Brannan,  First  Artillery,  at  Edgefield, 
S.  C,  was  ordered  to  take  Batteries  D,  H,  and  L,  First  Artillery,  and 
one  company  of  in&Dtry  from  Edgefield,  and  proceed  with  them  forth- 
with to  Tallahassee,  Fla.  The  commanding  officer,  Aiken,  8-  C,  was 
'ordered  to  take  two  companies,  and  proceed  himself  with  them  forth- 
with to  Tallahassee,  Fla.  The  commanding  officers,  Chester,  Camden, 
Newberry,  Unionville,  and  Timmonsville,  8.  C,  were  ordered  to  report 
with  their  commands  at  Columbia,  8.  C. 

lOtk.  The  commanding  officers,  Easby's  Station  and  Seneca  City,  S. 
C,  were  ordered  to  return  with  their  commands  to  Atlanta,  Ga.  The 
commanding  officer,  Qreenville,  8.  C,  was  ordered  to  retarn  with  bis 
command  to  Atlanta,  Ga.  The  commanding  officer  at  Oliver,  Screven 
Oonnty,  Ga.,  was  ordered  to  send  Battery  D,  Fifth  Artillery,  forth- 
with to  Tallahassee,  Fla.  The  commanding  officer,  McPherson  Barracks, 
Atlanta,  G«.,  vras  ordered  to  send  Company  B,  Second  Infantry,  forth- 
with to  Tallahassee,  Fla.  The  commanding  officer,  Abbeville,  8. 0.,  was 
ordereil  to  proceed  at  once  with  his  company  to  Tallahassee,  Fla.  The 
commanding  officer,  Aiken,  S.  C,  was  ordered  to  withdraw  the  company 
^m  Hamburg,  S.  0.  Battery  O,  First  Artillery,  at  Bennettaville,  8. 
C,  was  ordered  to  Florence,  8.  G.  The  commanding  officer,  Allendale, 
8.  C,  was  ordered  to  proceed  at  once  with  his  company  to  Tallahassee, 
Fla.  Battery  B,  Third  Artillery,  and  Company  I,  Eighteenth  Infantry, 
at  C<dnmbia,  S.  C-,  were  ordered  to  Tallahassee,  Fla.  Battery  L,  Seo- 
ond  Artillery,  was  ordered  from  Lancaster,  8.  0.,  to  Chester,  8.  C. 
Battery  F,  Third  Artillery,  was  ordered  from  Greenwood,  Abbeville 
Oonnty,  8.  C,  to  Aiken,  8.  C.  Lieut  Col.  H.  M.  Black,  Eighteenth 
Infantry,  at  Golnmbia,  S.  C,  was  authorized  by  the  department  com- 
mander (in  ease  of  necessity  requiring  speedy  action)  to  give  orders  to 
the  commanding  officers  at  Yorkville,  Winnsborongh,  Chester,  Marion, 
and  LaareoB,  3.  C.    Lieat.  Col.  H.  M.  Black,  Eighteenth  Infantry, 
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Golnmbia,  8.  0.,  was  ordered  to  direct  the  companies  of  the  EiKbteenth 
lofaDtry  at  LtiareDS,  Yorkville,  and  Caiuhoy,  9.  0^  and  Battery  D, 
Secoud  Artillery,  at  Wionsboroagfa  ;  also,  Battery  L,  SecoDd  Artillery, 
from  Lancaster,  S.  0.,  en  route  to  Oliegter,  8.  0.,  and  Battery  F,  Third 
Artillery,  en  route  from  Greenwood,  Abbeville,  9.  C,  to  Aiken,  9.  C,  to 
proceed  to  Columbia,  9.  C. 

nth.  The  commanding  officers  at  Aiken  and  Kdgefield,  9.  C,  were 
ordered  with  their  commands  to  Colombia,  9.0.  Ool.  H.J.  Hunt,  Fifth 
Artillery,  was  ordered  to  direct  Maj,  0.  L.  Best,  First  Artillery,  and 
his  two  batteries  (Battery  M,  First  Artillery,  and  Battery  I,  Third  Artil. 
lery)  ftvm  Blackville,  9.  C;  also,  Battery  O,  First  Artillery,  ou  its  ar- 
rival at  Florence,  to  Charleston,  9.  0. 

15th.  Lieut.  Col.  H.  M.  Black,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Oolambia,  8.  C, 
was  directed  to  send  two  companies  to  Edgefield,  S.  C. 

IBth.  The  commanding  officer,  Tallabasaee,  Fla.,  was  ordered  to  send 
Company  A,  9econd  Infiintry,  to  Marianna,  Fla.,  and  Company  F, 
Eighteenth  Infantry,  to  Gainesville,  Fla. 

2Qth.  The  commanding  officer,  Columbia,  9.  C,  was  ordered  to  direct 
the  detachment  of  Company  K,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  left  at  Lanrens- 
ville,  8.  C,  to  join  its  company  at  Columbia,  9.  0. 

21at.  First  Lient.  J.  A.  Fessendeo,  Fifth  Artillery,  at  Madison,  Fla., 
was  directed  to  proceed  with  his  command  and  join  the  detachment  at 
at  Lake  City,  Fla.,  and  to  take  command  at  that  place. 

25tk.  The  commanding  officer.  Company  A,  Secoud  lu&ntry,  at 
MaHanna,  Fla.,  was  ordered,  after  having  performed  the  special  service 
assigned  him,  to  retnm  to  Tallahassee,  Fla. 

29tk.  First  Lieut.  Panl  Roemer,  Fifth  Artillery,  at  Oainesville,  Fla., 
was  ordered  to  return  with  his  command  to  Tumps,  Fla.,  after  the  5th 
of  December, 

December  iih,  1676.  The  commanding  officer,  Lake  City,  Pla.,  was 
ordered  to  retarn  with  his  command  to  9aiut  Augustine,  Fla.,  ou  tbe 
8th  of  December. 

Itk.  The  commanding  officer,  Tullahafisee,  Fla.,  was  ordered  to  direct 
Battery  D,  Fiflh  Artillery,  to  return  to  Savannah,  Oa. 

The  commanding  officer,  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  was  ordered  to  proceed 
with  his  whole  command  (except  Company  A,  Second  Infantry)  to 
Columbia,  3.  C. 

nth.  The  commanding  officer,  Gainesville,  Fla.,  was  ordered  to  return 
with  his  command  to  Columbia,  S.  G. 

15tk.  Orders  of  December  11,  to  oommanding  officer  at  Gainesville, 
Fla.,  were  sent  to  him  by  telegraph,  to  Archer,  Fla.,  to  which  place  be 
had  meantime  gone  with  his  command. 

January  3d,  1877.  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  division  headquar- 
ters. Company  I,  Second  Infantry,  was  ordered  to  the  quartermasler'a 
depot  at  Jeffersonville,  Ind. 

lOth.  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  division  headquarters.  Batteries 

B,  F,  H,  I,  and  K,  Third  Artillery,  were  ordered  to  return  to  their  proper 
stations  in  the  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  and  Company  A,  per- 
manent party  general  recruiting  service,  was  relieved  from  duty  iu  this 
department  and  ordered  to  retnrn  to  its  proper  station,  Fort  Colambua, 
New  York  Harbor. 

11th.  Parsaant  to  instructions  from  division  heailqnarters,  Capt.  H. 

C.  Corbin,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  with  Company  C,  permauent  party 
general  recruiting  service,  was  ordered  to  return  to  Columbus  Barracks, 
Ohio.    Company  A,  Second  Infantry,  was  relieved  firom  duty  at  Talla- 
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Usee,  Fla.,  and  ordered  to  return  to  Atlanta,  Gn.  Orders  were  issned 
ikit  the  post  of  Va-shville,  Teun.,  be  diBCODtinaed, 

iUk.  Compnny  E,  Eighteenth  lafantry,  ttas  ordered  from  Columbia, 
S.C.,  to  tireearille,  8.  0.  Tbe  commaQding  officer,  Columbia,  S.  C, 
lu  ordered  to  direct  the  detachmeot  of  Ootnpan;  D,  Eighteenth  In- 
firitrr,  at  Torkville,  S.  C,  to  join  its  company  at  Colambia,  S.  C. 

iitk.  Compiiuy  A,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  vas  ordered  from  Colombia 
ta  Spaitanborg,  8.  C. 

3V(A.  Company  D,  Second  Infantry,  was  relieved  ftvm  doty  at  Edge* 
fit-Ill,  &  C,  and  ordered  to  Atlanta,  Ga.  In  accordance  with  iDstrnc- 
tioiis  from  the  War  Department,  Company  B,  Second  Infantry,  was 
onlered  from  Atlanta,  Ga.,  to  Etlijtiy,  Giltoer  County,  Ga.,  to  BHsist  the 
ciTJI  officers  of  the  government.  Tlie  commanding  officer,  McPherson 
Barreckg,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  was  ordered  to  send  two  officers  and  twenty-five 
tnl)steil  men  to  Kockmart,  Polk  County,  Ga.,  to  assist  United  States 
civil  officers,  iu  accordance  with  existing  orders. 

31ri.  Company  H,  Second  Infantry,  was  relieved  from  daty  atColnm- 
bj«,  S.  C,  Slid  ordered  to  Atlanta,  Ga. 

FAnar!fJd,lS77.  Pursuant  toinBtrnctions  from  division  headqoartera, 
Baiieries  D,  H,  I,  L,  and  M,  First  Artillery,  were  ordered  to  their  former 
fUlioiis  in  ihe  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  and  Battery  B,  First  Artillery, 
■ltd  Butteries  D  and  L,  Second  Artillery,  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  the 
WasLiti^n  arsenal,  Washington,  D.  C. 
3d.  Ttie  commanding  officer,  Colambia,  S.  C,  waa  ordered  to  send  an 
offiurr  and  ten  enlisted  men  to  encamp  at  Greensboroagh,  N,  0.,  to  pro- 
tr<i  Coited  States  intemal-reveDue  officers,  in  accordance  with  existing 
orxifre. 

13(t.  The commaDding officer,  McPherson  Barracks,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  was 
ordered  to  send  a  company  of  the  Second  Infantry  to  Ellijay,  Gilmer 
tvaoty,  Qa,  for  service  in  giving  protection  to  the  United  States  civil 
offlwrs. 

i'Mk.  Company  U,  Second  Infantry,  was  relieved  from  duty  at  Colam- 
Ih3,3.  C,  and  ordered  to  McPherson  Barracks,  Atlanta,  Oa. 

L'ltl.  Theoommauding  officer,  McPtierson  Barracks,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  was 
ordered  to  send  two  officers  and  twenty  enlisted  men  to  Ducktown,  Polk 
Cuaiity,  Tenn.,  to  protect  the  United  States  civil  officers  in  the  perform- 
uce  of  their  dntiea. 

Uarek  241A,  1877.  Parsoant  to  instructions  from  division  headquarters, 
''oDipany  I,  Second  Infantry,  waa  relieved  from  temporary  duty  at  the 
Ji:ffi;rsoaville  depot,  and  ordered  to  return  to  McPherson  Barracks,  At- 
hnia,  tia. 

'JfJtk.  The  commanding  officer,  Greensborongh,  K  C,  was  ordered  to 
Ktarn  with  his  detachment  to  Columbia,  S.  0.  Companies  E  and  H, 
S«.TiDd  Infitntry,  were  relieved  from  duty  at  Ellijay,  Oilmer  County, 
G*.,  and  ordered  to  return  to  McPherson  Barracks,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

ipr^  14bk,  1877.  ComfMuy  K,  Second  Infantry,  was  relieved  from 
daiv  at  Newport  Barracks,  Ky,,  and  ordered  to  McPherson  Barracks, 
•Atlanta,  Ga. 

IMA.  Company  O,  Second  Infantry,  was  relieved  trora  duty  at  Aiken, 
^  C,  and  ordered  to  McPherson  Barracks,  Atlanta,  Ga.  Company  A, 
Eitlhteenth  Infantry,  was  relieved  from  duty  at  Spartanburg,  S.  C, 
»ii  ordered  to  Greenville,  8.  0.  Company  B,  Second  Iiitiantry,  was  re- 
wtmI  from  duty  at  Colombia,  8.  C,  and  ordered  to  McPherson  Bar- 
f«tis  Atlanta,  Ga. 

2ufi.  Battery  I,  Fifth  Artillery,  was  relieved  from  duty  at  Fort  Bar- 
lucas,  Fla.,  and  ordered  to  Charleston,  S.  C, 
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21st.  Parsnant  to  Special  Orders  No.  85,  cnrrent  series,  Division  of 
the  Atlantic,  Battery  &,  Secoud  Artillery,  at  Baleigh,  N.  C,  md  Bat- 
tery F,  Second  Artillery,  at  Morgautoii,  N.  0.,  were  relieved  from  dnly 
in  this  depnrtmeDt,  and  ordered  to  WasfaiDgton  arsenal,  Washingtoo, 
D.  C.  Orders  were  iesaed  that  the  post  of  Baleigh,  N.  C,  be  discon- 
tinned. 

June  19th,  1877.  By  aathoritv  from  these  headquarters,  the  garnson 
of  Key  West  Barracks,  Key  West,  Fla.,  (Batteries  G  and  H,  Fifth  Ar- 
tillery,) went  into  sammercamp  at  Tampa,  Fla.,  distance  aboat  220  miles. 

26th.  By  authority  from  these  headquarters,  the  garrison  at  Fort  Bar- 
rancas, Fla.,  f  Batteries  B,  L,  and  M,  Fifth  Artillery,)  went  into  snmmer 
camp  near  Setters'a  Station,  Fla.,  20  miles  from  Fort  Barrancas,  Fla.,  on 
the  Pensacola  Bailroad. 

28th.  By  authority  from  these  headquarters,  the  garrison  of  Charles- 
ton, S.O.,  (Batteries  E  and  I,  and  Light  Battery  F,  Fiah  Artillery,) 
went  into  summer  camp  at  Snmmerville,  S.  0.,  22  mdes  from  Cfaaries- 
ton,  on  the  Sonth  Carolina  Bailroad. 

July  5th,  1877.  Companies  F  and  I,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  were  relieved 
£5rom  doty  at  Columbia,  S.  C.,  and  ordered  to  McPliersou  Barracks,  At- 
lantH,  Ga.  Company  A,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  was  relieved  from  duly 
at  Greenville,  S.  C,  and  ordered  to  Chattanooga,  Tenn, 

13tk.  Pursaaut  to  inatractions  from  division  headquarters,  the  Second 
Begiment  of  Infantry  left  this  department  for  the  Division  of  the  Pacific. 

23d.  The  commanding  officer,  McPherson  Barracks,  Atlanta,  Ga., 
was  ordered  to  send  a  company  to  Jeffereonville,  Ind.  The  command- 
ing officer,  Colombia,  S.  C,  was  ordered  to  send  at  onc«  two  companies 
of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  to  Jeffersonville,  Ind. 

2ith.  The  commanding  officer,  Fort  Barrancas,  Fla,,  was  ordered  to 
send  Batteries  B  and  M,  Fifth  Artillery,  without  delay,  to  Ifewport 
Barracks,  Ky.     The  commanding  officers,  Greenville  and  Golnmbia,8. 

C,  and  Morganton,  "S.  C,  were  ordered  to  proceed  with  their  com- 
mands immediately  to  Washington,  D.  C.  The  commanding  officers, 
Fort  Johnson,  X.  C,  and  Uglethorpe  Barracks,  Savannah,  Ga.,  were 
ordered  to  p^occ^ed  with  their  commands  immediately  to  Baltimore,  Md. 
The  commanding  officer,  Sommcrville,  S.  C,  was  ordered  to  send  Bat- 
teries £  and  I,  Fifth  Artillery,  immediately  to  Baltimore,  Md. 

27th.  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  division  headquarters,  Compsnies 
B  and  H,  Third  Infantry,  from  the  Department  of  the  Oalf,  arrived  at 
Kewport  Barracks,  Newport,  Ky.,  for  duty  in  this  departmeut.  Pur- 
suant to  instructions  from  division  headquarters.  Companies  A,  H,  and 
I,  Thirteenth  lufiiutry,  from  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  arrived  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  for  duty  in  this  department, 

28th.  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  division  headquarters,  Companies 

D,  G,  and  I,  Third  Infantry,  from  the  Department  of  the  Gul^  arrived  at 
Newport  Barracks,  Newport,  Ky.,  for  doty  in  this  department.  Pursuant 
to  instructions  from  division  headquarters,  Companies  B,  F,  and  E, 
Thirteenth  Infantry,  fh>m  the  Department  of  the  Galf,  arrived  at  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  for  duty  in  this  department. 

Avgutt  2d,  1S77.  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  division  headquarters, 
Batteries  B  and  M,  Fifth  Artillery,  and  Companies  D  and  I,  Third 
lofitntry,  left  Newport  Barracks,  Newport,  Ky.,  forPittshnrgh,  Pa. 

3d.  PursaaDt  to  Instraottons  from  division  headquarters,  Oompanles 
B,  F,  H,  and  K,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  left  Louisville,  Ky,,  for  Pitts- 
borgb.  Pa. 

ith.  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  divisiou  headquarters,  Companies 
B  and  G,  Third  Infantry,  left  Newport  Barracks,  Newport,  K^.,  for 
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PitlibnTgli,  Pa.    Parsnant  to  iDStractiotiB  ftom  division  beadqaarters, 
Gcopany  A,  TliirteeDth  InfnDtry,  left  Lonisville,  Ey.,  for  Pittsburgh, 
P». 
Sti.  Pnrmiaot  to  iustrncdoDa  from  diviaioa  headquarters,  Company, 
I,  Tbitteoith  Infautry,  left  Louisville,  Ky.,  for  Indianapolis,  Xod. 

9fl,  PniHDant  to  Instrnctions  fh>m  divisioD  beadqaartem,  Company 
H,  Tbird  Inbatty,  left  Newport  Barracks,  Newport,  Ky.,  for  Pittsborgh, 
Pa. 

Sfpkmber  Utk^  18T7.  Orders  were  issned  that  the  post  of  Greenville, 
S.  €^  be  diacontinned. 

Very  respectfally,  your  obedient'  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  RUGEB, 
Colonel  Eighteenth  In/antrjf^ 
Brevet  Brigadier- Oeneral,  U.  S.  A.,  Commanding. 
Th«  ASSISTAJIT  ASJUTAItT-OENBBAL, 
Ditition  of  the  Atlantic,  Nmc  York  City. 


Na  S^BBPOKT  OF  MAJOROBNEKAL  IKWIN  MCDOWELL. 

Hbasquabtebs  Military  Ditisiok  of  the  Pacific, 

AND  Department  op  California, 

San  Frandeco,  Cal,  October  17, 1877. 
Sn:  1  have  the  bonor  to  report  as  follows  concerning  the  service  iu 
tbis  division  sioce  my  Inst  annual  report : 

DBPARTMENT  OP   CALIFOBNIA. 

Movement  of  troops. 

AtifKit^  1876. — In  anticipation  that,  under  the  orders  of  the  General 
of  the  Army,  its  services  would  be  required  again  at  the  hostile  Siotix 
ia  the  Department  of  the  Platte,  Company  G,  First  Cavalry,  left  Sau 
I>iep>,  Cat,  August  18,  aud  marched  to  Soledad  Pass,  then  tbe  ter- 
BiDDS  of  (be  Soatbera  Pacific  Jiaitroad,  where  the  company  remained 
■udl  September  9,  aud  then  returned  to  its  station. 

September,  1876. — The  headquarters  and  band  of  the  First  Cavalry 
left  Beuida  Barracks,  California,  September  16, 1876,  for  Walla  Walla, 
^ub.  Ter.,  in  tbe  department  of  the  Colombia,  to  which  station  tbey 
had  been  transferred  by  Special  Orders  No.  127,  Headquarters  Military 
DiTinoQ  of  the  Pacific  aud  Department  of  California,  series  of  1876. 

October. — Company  D,  First  Cavalry,  left  tbe  Presidio  of  Ban  Fran- 
■two,  Cal.,  October  4, 1876,  on  a  toar  of  instruction,  retaming  to  the 
poet  October  24,  after  a  march  of  336  miles. 

JanMory,  1877. — Companies  C,  F,  H,  and  K,  Fonrlb  Artillery,  returned 
to  their  stations  in  tbe  harbor  of  San  Francisco  January  13,  from  de- 
iscbed  service  in  the  Department  of  tbe  Platte.  These  companies  had 
bten  absent  out  of  the  division  since  August  12,  1876,  Company  I, 
Twelfth  Infantry,  having  been  transferred  from  Aleatraz  to  Angel 
blstid,  per  Special  Orders  No.  7,  series  of  1877,  from  tbese  headquarters, 
left  Aleatraz  Island  January  17,  and  reached  its  new  station  same  day. 

Jf ay.— Company  D,  First  Cavalry,  left  the  Presidio  of  San  Francisco 
^y  ',  00  a  toar  of  instruction,  returning  May  31,  after  a  march  of  331 
Hilts. 
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June. — Hostilities  with  the  Nee  Pero£  Indiana  having  broken  out  in 
the  Department  of  the  Golambia,  the  following  designated  oompanies 
stationed  in  the  department  were  placed  under  General  Howard's  or- 
ders and  sent  to  join  his  command,  via  the  following  roates: 

Company  D,  First  Cavalry,  left  the  Presidio  of  San  Fraoeisoo,  for 
Bois^  City,  L  T.,  via  WinnemacKa  and  Gamp  HcDermit,  Jnne  22. 

Company  I,  First  Cavalry,  left  Camp  Halleck,  Nev.,  for  Biosd  City, 
T.  T,f  via  Winnemucca  and  Gamp  McDermit,  June  21. 

Company  G,  First  Cavalry,  having  been  joined  by  Companies  D  and 
I,  same  regiment,  left  Camp  McDermit,  Kev.,  for  Bois^  OiCy,  I.  T., 
under  commaud  of  Major  George  B.  Sanford,  First  Cavalry,  Jnne  30, 
1877. 

Company  O,  First  Cavalry,  left  San  Diego,  Cal.,  Jane  27,  for  Bois^ 
City,  L  T.,  via  Southern  Paciflc  Railroad  and  Winnemucca. 

Company  B,  at  Angel  Island,  and  F,  Twelfth  Infantry,  at  Aloatrae 
Island,  Cal.,  left  their  stations  m  route  to  Fort  Bois^,  I.  T.,  via  Winne- 
macca,  Jane  26, 1877. 

Ju{y._Battery  B,  Fourth  Artillery,  left  the  Presidio  of  San  Francisco 
for  Bois^,  (equipped  as  cavalry,}  July  3,  1877,  via  Winn«macca  and 
Camp  HcDermit. 

Company  D,  Twelfth  Infantry,  left  Camp  Independence,  Cal..  Jaly 
10, 1877,  for  Lewiston,  I.  T.,  via  San  Francisco  and  the  Columbia  Biver. 

Companies  C  and  L,  Fourth  Artillery,  stationed,  respectively,  at  the 
Presidio  of  San  Francisco  and  Alcatntz  Island,  Gal.,  left  the  harbor  of 
San  Francisco  for  Lewiston,  I.  T.,  via  Portland  and  Golambia  Biver, 
July  13. 

Besides  the  above  enumerated  troops  pertaining  to  the  Department 
of  California,  Companies  H,  Eighth  Infantry,  and  C,  Twelfth  lafbntry, 
stationed  at  Fort  Ynma,  (Department  of  AriEOua,]  were  sent  to  report, 
via  San  Francisco  and  tbe  Columbia  Biver,  to  tbe  commanding  officer 
Department  of  Columbia,  for  operations  in  the  field.  Tbey  left  Fort 
Yuma  on  the  8th  of  July. 

The  Second  Infantry,  transferred  f^om  the  Fast  to  this  division,  was 
also  ordered  to  report  to  tbe  commanding  ofBcer  Department  of  tbe 
Columbia,  for  field  dpty,  and  left  San  Francisco,  en  route  to  Lewiston, 
I.  T.,  on  tbe  22d  of  July. 

All  these  troops  are  yet  in  tbe  field  under  General  Howard's  orders, 
Company  D,  Twelfth  Infantry  and  Battery  B,  Fourth  Artillery  excepted, 
the  latter  having  returned  to  its  station,  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  on 
the  16th  of  August 

To  replace  Company  C,  First  Cavalry,  at  Camp  McDermit,  Nev.,  Com- 
pany I,  Twelfth  Infantry,  left  Angel  Island,  Gal.,  Jnne  21,  and  arrived  at 
Gamp  McDermit  June  25. 

At  the  request  of  the  commanding  ofilcer  Department  of  the  Golam- 
bia, Company  A,  First  Cavalry,  Camp  Bidwell,  Gal.,  was  directed  to 
proceed  to  Camp  Harney,  Oreg.,  for  temporary  daty.  The  company 
left  Gamp  Bidwell,  June  30,  and  arrived  at  Gamp  Harney  on  the  6th 
of  July. 

Tbe  post  of  Angel  Island  having  been  left  without  troops  by  the  de- 
parture of  the  companies  there  stationed  for  field-service,  and  a  riot 
being  apprehended  in  the  city  of  San  Fraocisoo,  Company  K,  Twelfth 
Infantry,  stationed  at  Fort  Yuma,  was  ordered  to  that  post,  at  which 
thecompany  arrived  on  tbe  25tb  of  July. 

Troops  were  withdrawn  from  Beoicia  Barracks,  Gal.,  garrisoned  only 
by  the  headquarters  and  band  of  the  First  Cavalry,  on  tbe  16th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1876,  and  from  Camp  Independ^uee,  Cal.,  Joty  10, 1877.  All 
movable  property  at  these  posts  was  transferred  to  other  posts,  where 
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Dut  needed,  BDd  Indepeodence  left  in  charf^  of  a  qaarterma8ter*s 
i^Dt.  The  oommanding  officer  Benicia  'Arsenal  haa  volanteored  to 
tiUebargdof  tbe  property  left  at  Beuicia  Barracka, 

Companf  U,  First  Cavalry,  has  been  transferred  to  the  DepartmeDt  of 
Ibe  ColDinbia,  and  assigned  to  Fort  Bois^,  I.  T.,  at  which  post  the  oom- 
pan;  has  taken  station  on  the  lltb  of  October,  1877. 

Company  D,  Twelfth  Infantry  returned  from  detached  service  in  the 
DepartmeDt  of  tbe  Columbia,  arriving  at  Angel  Island,  Oal.,  October 
II,  1877,  at  which  post  the  company  is  awaiting  assignment  to  a  new 
nation. 

DKPABTHEKT  OF  THB  COLUMBIA. 

Tbe  general  commanding  this  department  being  still  absent  with  a 
large  part  of  his  command,  beyond  tbe  geographical  limits  of  bis  de- 
I^rtment,  and  having  been  actively  engag^  since  June  16th  last  in 
I'Draait  of  the  hostile  Npz  Percys  Indians,  and  unable,  ttom  the  natnre 
of  tbe  lervice,  and  the  country  through  which  he  has  been  operating,  to 
nake  his  stated  annual  report,  the  following  is  given  as  the  move- 
tiifuu  of  troops  within  his  command,  exclnsive  of  those  operating  with 
kim,  and  conceruhig  which  he  has  sent  in  a  preliminary  and  partial  re- 
joix,  Thich  is  herewith,  together  with  tbe  reports  of  the  chiefs  of  his 
Uaff,  remaining  at  the  permanent  department  headquarters. 

The  general  being  now  on  his  way  back,  ftirther  reports  may  be  ex- 
pwtett  from  him,  both  as  to  his  department  generally  and  as  to  biisoper- 
uioDs  in  the  ptuanit  of  Joseph's  band  of  tbe  Nez  Percys  beyond  tbe  de- 
FoitmeDt  lines. 

DISTRIBUTION  OP  TBOOPS  8BPTBHBBB   1,  1876. 

At  the  date  of  bis  last  report  the  following  was  the  distribntion  of  tbe 
troops  of  his  command  : 

Jriuita.—Postof  Sitka,  Companies  A,  O,  and  M,  Fourth  Artillery,  Capt. 
Juhu  Mendenhall,  Fourth  Artillery,  commanding ;  Fort  Wrangle,  Oom- 
psiij  B,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  Capt.  8.  P.  Jocelyn,  Twenty -first  In- 
bniry,  commanding. 

liako  Territory. — Fort  Boise,  Company  K,  Twenty-first  Infantry, 
Capt  George  H.  Downey,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  commanding;  Fort 
I^pvai,  Company  F,  First  Cavalry,  Company  G,  Twenty-first  lufantry, 
Cipt.  David  Ferry,  First  Cavalry,  commanding. 

Wa^itigtOM  rerritory.— Fort  Canby,  Company  D,  Fonrth  Artillery, 
Cjpt George  B.  Bodney,  Fourth  Artillery,  commanding;  Fort  Colville, 
Company  U,  First  Cavalry,  Capt.  Moses  Harris,  First  Cavalry,  com- 
Mnding;  Fort  Townaend,  Company  C,  Twenty-flrst  Infantry,  Capt. 
Ciwrge  H.  Bnrtoo,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  commanding ;  Fort  Vancouver, 
Wdqiiarters  Twenty-first  Infantry,  Companies  D,  E,  fl,  and  I,  Twenty- 
first  infantry,  Capt.  Evan  Miles,  Twenty-first  lufantry,  commanding; 
Vuconver  Arsenal,  detachment  of  ordnance,  Capt.  John  A.  Kress, 
OnlnaDce  Department,  commanding;  Fort  Walla  Walla,  Companies E, 
H,  and  h,  First  Cavalry,  Capt.  S.  G.  Whipple,  First  Cavalry,  com- 
BaDdiDg, 

f>ng(m. — Gamp  Harney,  Company  E,  First  Cavalry,  Company  A, 
Twenty-fiftt  Infantry,  Maj.  John  Green,  First  Cavalry, commanding; 
pjrt  Klamath,  Company  B,  First  Cavalry,  Company  F,  Twenty-flrBt 
lafuDtry,  Captain  James  Javksou,  First  Cavalry,  commanding;  Fort 
Siemens,  Company  E,  Poorth  Artillery,  -Capt.  M.  P.  Miller,  Fourth 
Artillery,  commandlDg. 

PBBMAABNT  OHANOES. 

"^  duDges  contemplated  ia  bis  former  report  were  duly  made. 
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Company  E,  Twenty-first  Infontry,  Capt.  George  M.  Downey,  sta- 
tioned at  Fort  Bois^,  transferred  with  Company  A.,  Captain  Collios, 
of  same  regiment,  at  Camp  Harney,  tbe  change  being  completei)  in 
September,  1876.  In  obedience  to  Special  Ordera  No.  126,  of  1H76,  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Pacific,  the  headquarters  of  the  First  Cavalry 
arrived  in  that  department  in  September,  1876,  and  were  established 
at  Fort  Walla  Walla  on  the  20th  of  October  following,  having  beea 
detained  in  the  mean  lime  at  Fort  Vanconver.  Capt.  S.  P.  Jocel.vu'a 
Company  B,  of  tbe  Twenty-first  Intautry,  was,  in  November,  18T6, 
transferred  from  Fort  Wrangle  to  Fart  Btevens,  its  i>lace  at  Fort 
Wrangle  being  supplied  by  the  transfer  of  Company  A,  Poiiith  Artil- 
lery, Capt.  E.  A.  Bancroft,  from  Sitka.  Id  March  last  the  object  of  iU 
transfer  to  that  post  having  been  accompliahed,  the  details  of  which  are 
referred  to  in  tbe  report  nnder  tbe  bead  of  Fort  Stevens,  Compauy  B, 
Twenty-first  Infantry,  was  relieved  from  dnty  at  Fort  Stevens  and  sent 
to  Fort  Walla  Walla. 

In  view  of  tbe  redaction  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Walla  Walla,  by  the 
detail  of  two  cqmpanies  for  tbe  oconpatiou  of  the  Wallowa  Valley,  and 
the  probable  detail  of  the  only  remaining  company  for  field  service  uear 
Lewiston,  Idaho,  Company  H,  of  the  Twenty-first  Infantry,  was  trans- 
ferred, in  April  last,  from  Fort  Yancouver  to  the  former  post. 

In  accordance  with  General  Orders  So.  t.  Division  of  the  Pacific,  cur- 
rent series.  Companies  A,  G,  and  U,  Fonrtb  Artillery,  were  relieved 
from  duty  in  Alaska  in  June  Iksr,  and  ordered  respectively  to  Forts 
Towu8end,CaBby,  and  Stevens,  which  posts  are  now  considered  their 
stations,  although  the  companies  are  in  the  field. 

In  obedience  to  General  Orders  No,  63,  Adjatant-GenerarB  OfBce,  the 
Second  Regiment  of  Infkntry  arriveil  in  that  department  in  July,  and 
reported  for  dnty  at  Lewislon,  Idaho  Territory,  on  the  29th  of  the 
month, 

POSTS  AMD  GAEEISONS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  posts,  their  respective  garrisons,  and 
commanding  officers  at  the  date  of  last  report: 
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Tbe  following  tabnUr  statement  will  ehow,  as  nearly  as  possible  witb 
:tie  necessarily  iDcomplete  returDS  received,  the  gains  and  tosses  of  tbe 
rommaDd  dnring  the  past  year : 
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*  Bahma  for  Jnae,  JuIt.  and  Ansoat  Inoomplite, 
FIELD  MOTBHENTS,  SCOUTS,  EIO. 

Tfafl  morements  of  the  troops  of  this  depurtment  for  the  past  year 
are  shown  in  tbe  table  hereto  appended,  marked  "A." 

Early  in  September,  1876,  information  was  received  that  Joseph,  with 
bifl  band  of  Nez  Percys,  had  appeared  in  tbe  Wallowa  Yalloy,  and  de> 
uurtded  the  surreoder  of  two  men,  McNall  and  Fiiiley,  accniied  of  kill- 
1^;:  one  of  bis  Indiana,  and  threatened,  in  case  this  demand  was  not 
iioiplied  with,  to  destroy  tbe  farms  of  the  settlers  therein,  giTin<;  tbem 
3  week's  time  to  decide.  Upon  receipt  of  this  iutelligeuee,  the  com- 
namliag  officer  at  Walla  Walla  was  at  once  directed  tu  send  one  com- 
F^Dv  of  cavalry  to  tbe  scene  of  tbe  difQculty;  and  Company  E,  First 
C'lViilr^-,  Lieut.  A.  O.  Forse  commantliiig,  was  at  once  dispatched.  He 
h^d  an  interview  with  Joseph,  which  reeulled  in  withdrawing  liis  demand 
11(1  tlirvats,  and  a  promise  on  the  i>art  of  tbe  military  authorities  that 
lliey  wonld  use  their  endeavors  to  bring  tbe  accaaed  men  before  tbe 
civil  aathorities  for  trial,  The  command  returned  to  its  station  the  last 
uf  September. 

Id  Slay  last,  on  account  of  tbe  apparent  restlessness  of  the  so-called 
(Vilanbia  Biver  bands  of  Indians,  and  in  anticipation  of  the  trouble 
ibac  might  occur,  Companies  D  and  I,  Twenty-hrat  Infantry,  Capt. 
Hobert  Pollock  commanding,  were  ordered  to  Wallula,  where  tboy  went 
luto  camp  and  remained  antil  the  comuiencement  of  hostilities  in  Idaho, 
Kheo  tb«;  were  at  onoe  transferred  to  tbe  scene  of  active  operations. 

DISTBIBUTIOK  OF  TBOOFB,  HAT  Id,  1877. 

The  diatribatioD  of  tbe  troops  of  this  command  at  the  commeDCemeat 

8w  :  C.OOi^lc 
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of  tbe  Nez  Percys  bostilities  is  shown  by  the  roster  of  troops,  dated 
May  15,  1877,  appeniled,  and  marked  "B." 

During  tbe  active  operations  in  this  department  Lewiston  hasbePD 
t ho  depot  of  sapplies  for  troops  in  tbe  field,  and  Major  Weeks,  qutirler- 
inaster,  has  been  placed  in  charge. 

Angnst  27,  orders  were  issued  making  a  military  district  of  Eastern 
Wusbiugton  Territory,  north  of  the  Snake  Kiver,  and  Northern  and 
Middle  Idaho,  and  placing  Col.  Frank  Wbeaton,  Second  Infantry,  in 
command.    Bis  headquarters  are  now  at  Fort  Lapwaf,  Idaho  Territorv. 

The  Second  Infantry,  transferred  to  this  division  by  orders  from  the 
War  Department,  arrived  at  Lewiston,  July  29.  It  at  once  proceeded, 
in  accordance  with  instructions  from  tbe  department  commander,  to  ths 
vicinity  of  the  Spokane  liiver.  The  regiment  has  since  returned,  and 
five  companies  have  taken  station  at  Fort  Lapwai,  two  near  MoDUt 
Idiiho,  two  Dear  the  Spokane  Kiver  Falls,  and  one  at  Fort  Colville. 

Tbe  two  principal  events  in  the  Department  of  tbe  Oolambia  have 
been, 

First,  the  abandonment  of  Alaska  by  the  military  anthorities.  This 
was  done  under  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  April  10, 1877, 
and  the  entire  command  withdrawn  on  the  14th  of  June,  1877,  arriviDg 
on  the  Golnmbia  in  time  to  be  used  in  the  operations  against  the  hostile 
Nez  Percys. 

Second,  tbe  operations  against  a  portion  of  tbe  Nez  Perc^ 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  referred  to  these  Indians,  and  said  : 

I  ask  «HpecU1  att«ntioD  to  the  condition  ofaffAin  among  a  portion  of  tbe  ttei  Percih 
ludiBUB,  #nd  tniHt  some  luitabte  measures  me;  be  taken  at  an  early  day  by  the  propsr 
d«partmeut  to  adjust  tbem. 

This  condition  was  set  forth  in  a  pappr  forwarded  by  General  Howard 
to  the  division  headquarters,  June  11, 187fi,  and  forwarded  tbence  to  yon. 
General  Howard  recommended  the  creation  of  a  commission  to  adjuat 
tbe  matter  in  question,  and  one  waa  instituted  by  tbe  Department  oJ  the 
1  nterior,  consisting  of  D,  H.  Jerome,  esq,,  General  0. 0.  Howard,  U.  S.  A., 
William  Stickney,  esq.,  A.  C.  Barstow,  esq.,  and  iilaj.  H.  C.  Wood,  as- 
sistant adjntant-generul. 

The  commission  duly  made  their  report,  and  tbe  following  instmctious 
were  given : 

Departmk«t  of  the  Ikterior. 

WMhinglm,  Jfarch  7,  1877. 

Rin :  I  tiave  tlie  honor  to  transmit  heievitb  a  oop;  of  a  )el:t«r  dated  the  6th  instant, 
from  tbe  CommiBBioner  of  Indian  AtfaTx,  upon  tbe  sulijeat  of  the  remoTal  of  Jofwph's 
band  of  Nez  PercriH  Indians  from  Ihe  Wallowa  Valley  to  tbe  Nez  Ferofis  reeervatioD  in 
Idnbo,  nndei  the  control  of  Agent  Monteith. 

Tlie  Tecommendatton  of  tlie  Commitsloner  bos  tbe  approval  of  this  department,  and 
1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  tbe  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  in  the  Wallnwa 
Valley  be  instrnct-ed  to  aid  thu  Indian  Office  in  effecting  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
uanivd  to  the  Nez  Percys  agency. 

Tbe  extract  from  the  letter  of  Agent  Monteitb  mentioned  by  the  Commissioner  is 
hereffiih  incloaeil. 

Very  respectfally,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CEURLE8  T,  GOBBAH, 

Acting  Secrtiarj. 

Tbe  honorable  the  SECRffTAUT  of  War. 

DKPiHTMENT  OP  THB   INTKFIOR, 

Ofpick  op  Indian  AprAtRS, 

Wathington,  D.  C,  March  6, 1877. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  botor  to  snbmtt  herewilb,  for  tlie  Information  of  the  War  Depart 
ment,  an  extract  Copy  of  a  letter' from  John  B.  Monteitb,  United  SCatea  Indian  agent 
for  tb«  Nez  Percda  Indians,  giving  a  detailed  statement  of  bis  efforts  to  lDdno«  Joseph 
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tM  bii  h»nd  of  f  llnnera  to  ttbAndon  the  Wallowa  Valley  anA  aettle  apoa  the  Nez 
?rrthn»ettAt\an  in  Idaho. 

irjnwpbcsD  bs  ia^occil  to  SDrrender  bUclainia  to  this  valley  Hnd  wttle  down  into 
virflnl  dibits  ppon  tha  Nez  Pere^a  rPHervalion,  by  yieliling  t"  him  the  pri  vj li'fK  of  ad 
ii'<D)lvi«itorrDnrtaHix  weeks  in  the  Im-na-liali  Valley  forhuiitiug  and  dsbiniE,  I  see  no 
•J-)Ktioa  U>KTaiitiD|(  aacb  a  favor,  and  have  no  advised  A^ent  Monl«ith  tbis  day.  Tba 
>iail  hu  been  adviaed,  boRever,  that  Jotitph  ami  bis  foll'>n'era  mnat  oblnm  fn)m  bim 
1  pus  to  mate  tbis  visit,  or  liefore  abseiiliuR  tboiniwlvea  from  tbe  re8«rvatii)ti  fur  any 
F^irpoH,  and  at  tbe  same  time  agree  aot  to  molest  settlers  in  the  Imnahab  Valley  or 
■jr^rfere  with  their  vested  rights. 

I  fallj^  toncnr  in  tbe  views  of  Afjent  Monteith.  that  atepa  bavins  been  commenced 
'ir tbe ntnoval  of  Jooepb  and  bis  band,  be  ahonld  be  made  to  realize  that  there  can  lie 
[i>  ptaee  (or  bim  nutil  be  yields  to  this  reajwnable  reqneat  of  the  (gnvernmenD.  To 
IK  rr  that  end,  and  to  secnre  it  prooiptly  aod  aiiccesHftilly,  t  have  the  bonor  to  Tecooi- 
iMiil  (bat  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War  be  renneatod  to  issue  the  necessary  in- 
■  rnclionii  to  tbe  officer  in  cnmniaiid  of  the  troops  who  were  to  be  sent  to  occnpy  the 
H'llloaa  Valley,  as  ootitemplated  in  my  report  of  the  r>tb  of  Jannary  Inat,  upoo  this 
■'i>-jrft.  to  aid  this  departojent  in  the  executioD  of  some  elHcientplaD  tor  their  peaceful 
tniuial  to  the  Vez  Perc^  at^ncy. 

1  hare  the  hooor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Q.  SMITH. 

Ct»init«npner. 
Tbe  boDorable  the  Secbetaby  of  trk  Intbriok. 

Okpick  Indiait  Aobnt 

Nez  PRitcAa  Indians, 
Lapnai,  Idaho,  Februarj/  9,  1877. 

.^Ir:  Id  accordance  witb  instnictiona  contained  in  department  letter,  dated  Jaiiuury 
^  I-",  marked  "L,"  I  notiBed  Joseph  of  tbe  wish  and  purpose  of  the  i;overnmcnt  in 
rrr'nlb)  him,  bis  band,  and  all  handa  of  ruvinj^  Indiana  living  off  of  reservations. 

I  trnt  "BeobeD."  (b(>ad  chief  and  brother-in-law  of  Joseph,)  "James  Reiilmn," 
»nof  Renbeo,)  "  Wbis-tas-ket,"  (Joseph's  father-in-law,)  and  "Captain  Jubu"  to 
J'<>rp)i'g  camp,  to  talk  with  him  and  try  to  persuade  bim  and  bis  band  to  come  on  tbe 
rr^^rve  withoat  any  further  trouble. 

Tic  foDr  IndiaDB  oatiied  above  as  mesaanii^ra  to  Joseph  are  Nez  Percds,  and  friends 
"I  Jowph.  The  flrgt  iiigbt  tbev  spent  ivitli  him  Jamea  Ronben  informed  Joseph  and 
^i*IiMi|^  aa  to  tbe  nature  nf  tWr  visit,  and  of  tbe  wish  and  porpoee  of  the  goveru- 
»nit  in  ni)[ard  to  bim.  bis  band,  ai  d  other  like  bauds  of  roving  Indiaiis. 

Thrfbor  reasoned  with  and  cnnnaeled  them  to  come  on  tbe  reserve  withoat  any  fur- 
I'lT  •ippositiou,  and  take  good  farms.  Joseph  made  no  reply  until  the  next  day, 
vHn  be  spoke  as  follows  : 

'  t  hive  been  talking  to  tbe  whites  many  years  about  tbe  land  in  qnestion,  and  it  ia 
■^H)^  tbey  cannot  nnderatand  me.  The  country  tbey  claim  belonged  to  my  father, 
>'!il  vhrn  be  died  it  was  given  to  me  and  my  people,  and  I  will  not  leave  it  nntil  1 
in  rooipelled  to." 

'"lirii  of  tbe  Indiana  expmsed  themselves  in  the  same  manner.  "  Reuben  "  tried 
tinl  to  persuade  tbcm  to  give  up  aud  co.i.e  on  the  reserve,  but  they  persisted  in 
«-T  rpfoaal. 

Tbrre  were  present  in  the  lodge  where  tbe  council  was  held  about  forty  Indians, 
1^  hftren  outside,  which  ia  the  strength  of  tbe  bnud  who  claim  Joseph  as  their  chief. 

Thtn  are  other  bands  of  Indians  living  on  Salmon  and  flnake  Rivers,  who  also 
n(a.-«  tn  move  to  reeerrations,  and  will  not  so  remove,  probably,  until  forced  to  do  so, 

I  think,  from  Joseph's  actions,  be  will  not  come  on  tbe  reserve  nntil  compelled  to.  He 
■•Mid  in  mocb  to  tbe  Indians  who  have  moved  on  tbe  reserve,  callius  tbeni  cowards, 
*>-.  thai  be  wonld  be  lowering  himself  in  bis  own  estimation,  as  welT  aa  in  that  of 
i'l  tminediate  followers,  did  be  not  make  some  show  of  realatance.  By  making 
■Cfb  miatanea,  he  could  say  to  tbe  other  Indians,  "  I  was  overpowered,  aud  did  not 
■*"»■  of  mj  own  cboior,"  in  case  he  is  forced  on  the  reserve. 

^hrn  tb«  fonr  lefi  them  to  return  to  the  *] 
prparaiioDB  to  no  into  tbe  moontaios  neor  tbe         _ „     -- 

If  liiey  oonid  be  Indneed  to  come  on  the  reserve,  with  tbe  underatanding  that  tbey 
'"olrl  be  allowed  to  gotothe  Iiu-na-bah  fonr  or  six  weeks  annnally,  for  the  purpose  of 
kantine  and  fishing,  weald  the  department  so  agree  1  Bo  far  ns  I  am  aware,  there  are 
■"  ■eitlers  in  that  valley — t.  e,, "  Im-na-bah  Valley" — and  as  the  only  way  it  can  be 
Mlrrnl  ii  m  horaeback,  over  tbe  mnantains,  1  think  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  any 
MrLers  gn  there.  The  Iro-na-hah  River  emptiee  into  tbe  Snake  River,  and  is  a  great 
kJnuD-asfali^  reaort  itf  the  Indians.  I  think  the  commissioners  who  were  here  Inst 
■II  voeld  h*Te  been  willing  to  have  agreed  to  recommend  that  eaid  fishing  resort  be 
M^fved  as  a  flabing-granod  for  tbe  Indians,  had  Joseph  shown  a  willingnesa  to  oonte 
NtbettMRa. 
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I  hkVB  given  Joseph  antil  April  1, 1977,  to  oome  on  the  reserTo  puoMblj.  They 
can  come  one  time  jdbC  m  well  bs  at  anotber.  having  nothing  to  hiodur  them  In  moving. 

I  have  gone  ns  fur  ae  mj'  instroctions  of  the  6la  ultimo  will  warrant,  aud  dow  I 
respectfully  a«k  for  turlber  inBtroctions. 

If  the  department  iuteodi  to  conipeljoseph  to  comply  with  Its  wlahea,  I  would  reeom- 
meod  that  the  officer  in  oummand  of  the  troops  who  are  to  oooapy  Wallowa  Valley,  ia 
the  interest  of  peaoe,  be  instructed  to  call  on  Joseph  and  inform  him  that  nnless  he 
eoee  on  the  Jfei  Percys  reserve  un  or  before  April  I,  1877,  he  will  be  forced  to  do  so  by 
the  soldiers  aud  also  inform  him  that  he  must  remain  on  the  reserve,  not  leaving  it 
without  a  pass  from  the  sgent  at  Lspwai.  This  would  have  a  t«ndeuoy  to  borry  Dim 
np  and  show  him  that  tlie  department  is  in  earnest.  If  be  Is  allowed  to  have  hia  owa 
way  this  time,  it  will  ouly  make  him  more  stubborn  in  the  future. 

I  have  reserved  eDuu|;h  laud  far  them  to  locate  on,  and  in  the  spring  they  oonld  be 
provided  with  agricultural  implemenls  as  they  need  them. 

One  of  the  objectioas  thai  is  made  by  the  ludians  in  question,  as  well  as  the  Indians 
at  present  on  the  reserve,  is  the  occupation  of  so  much  good  land  in  theLapwai  Talley 
by  Mesais.  Caldwell  and  Fioley. 

All  of  which  Is  reepectfiilly  aDbmitted. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  B.  MONTIETH, 

Unittd  Stata  fndiiia  AgemL 
Hod.  J.  <J.  Smfib, 

CowmtiMtimur  of  IniUm  Jffain,  Wtuhington,  D.  C. 

Respectfully  referred  to  tbeOeueralof  the  Army  forbisvieweandreoommendatioDB. 
By  order  of  the  Seeretarv  of  War. 

H,  T.  CROSBT, 

C*ir/  Clerk. 
March  8, 1677. 

HEADqUARTEIIB  OF  THE   ArMT,  ADJUTANT- GrKBRAL'S  OmO:, 

WaakinglaA,  Uarak  13, 1877. 

OfBcial  copy   respectfully  referred  to  MrJ.  Oen.  1.  McDowell,  commanding   Uill- 

tary  Division  of  the  Pacific,  who  will  comply  with  the  reijnest  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  tho  removal  to  be  condncteil  by  the  aifents  of  the  Indian  Bnreau,  tbe  military 

aathorities  merely  protecting  au't  aiditig  them  in  tbe  ei:»cntlon  of  their  iustrnotioDs. 

By  oommaod  of  Ueneral  Sherman. 

E.  D.  TOWNSESD, 

HBADOUARTEns  MuJTART  Division  of  thk  Pacific, 

AMD   DllPaHTMKSTOV  CAIJFOItNlA, 

.Sqm  J^Ncifco,  Cat;  March  H,  1877. 

Sir:  lam  direot«d  by  the  division  commaoder  to  send  you,  and  I  do  so  herewith,  an 
official  copy  of  a  communication  dated  Hatch  7,  1677,  from  tbe  Department  of  the  lote- 
rior  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  troOBmiCting  a  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  the  6lh  instant,  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Atfuint,  npau  tbe  subject  of  tbe  removal  of  Jusepb'a  band 
of  Sex  Percys  Indians  from  tbe  Wallona  Valley  to  the  Net  Perc^  reservation  in  Idaho, 
nnder  tbe  control  of  Agent  Muntietb. 

Accompanying  the  letter  of  the  6Ch  is  an  extract  &om  Agent  Montieth's  letter  of 
■  February  9, 1»77. 

Tbe  division  commander  dmirei  your  especial  attention  to  the  lodoraement  on  the 
foregoing  papers,  dated  Headquarters  of  ihe  Army,  March  13,  1877.  This  in  coudvc- 
tion  nitu  the  orders  given  you  by  the  General  of  the  Army,  dated  January  13,  IcrJ7, 
Id  transmit  ting  to  you,  throogh  division  headqnariers,  a  copy  of  a  communicatiOD 
dated  tbeSth  of  January,  1B77,  froin  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  relative  to  the 
oocupatiou  by  the  military  of  the  Wallowa  Valley,  Oregon. 

By  tbe  orders  of  January  13  given  yon  by  tbe  General  of  tbe  Army,  yon  are  to  com- 
ply with  the  reqoest  of  tbe  superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  in  the  iNtersit  of  peace. 
(The  uDderlining  is  by  (be  division  commander). 

By  the  indorsement  of  March  13,  Ihe  aciion  to  be  taken  by  the  millLary  is  fnrtbet 
qualifled  as  follows; 

"  The  removal  to  be  conducted  by  tbe  a^nts  of  the  Indian  Bnrean,  tbe  military 
authorities  surely  jirolcetinif  and  aiding  ikttn  io  execution  of  their  Instrnctiona."  (Tbe 
nodeilining  is  by  tbe  division  commander.) 

The  division  ooramander  has  eiamlned  the  various  papers  transmitted  from  tbe 
beadqoarters  of  the  Army,  heceiobefore  referred  to,  and  it  seems  to  bim  that  the  In<1i»D 
Bureau  anticipate  possible,  not  to  aay  probable,  reeislauoe  to  the  demand  on  Josepb  bo 
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mora  to  the  roserration.  In  fact,  tha  case  Beema  not  nnlike  tliat  of  the  teeent  dltS- 
iiUrwitb  tbeSionx,  vhlcb  reenltad  in  Cba  war  of  last  yearagaiDattbosa  lodUns. 

J[  it.  Uxrerore,  i>f  paramonnt  impareance  that  none  of  the  reaponsibilitjr  of  an;  step 
Tbich  maj'  lead  to  huatllities  ahall  be  initiated  bytlie  military  an thorities.  You  ire  to 
a*nnj  Wallowa  Valley  it  the  interut  of  peace.  You  are  to  oorapl;  mtb  tlie  inquest  of 
:ii^  Utpartnient  of  the  Intarior,  aa  aet  forth  in  tbe  papeni  aent  yon,  to  the  extent  only 
lA  mn^  fTotetKng  and  aiding  them  ia  tin  execution  of  their  initructioiie. 

Ian  farther  to  state,  by  the  ardor  of  the  diviaiou  oommander,  that  if, in  yonr  Jadji- 
nrot,  in  taking  away  the  cavalry  oorapany  from  Furt  Harney,  it  ia  not  now  pradeut  to 
i»Tf  ibe  post  in  charge  of  the  company  of  infantry,  he  will  aend  there  the  oompany  of 
[itiir;  from  Camp  Bidweli ;  but  a»  tli!)  will  make  it  neceaaary  to  send  up  aaiithar 
nni  pan  J- lo  replace  the  latter,  and  this  from  a  f;i'ea(  distance,  requiring  time  aud  in- 
iclcJDt;  rxpense,  wheii  tbe  amount  of  the  allotment  for  Army  trauaportation  is  low, 
L'  Kitlwa  to  avoid  doing  »o  if  it  ia  powtible. 

Hsdeurea  to  hear  from  youontbia  point.    Aatbia  queation  of  the  removal  of  Joeepb'a 
buid  iaa  rerf  delieuUi  and  important  one,  tbe  division  commander  direota  that  It  be 
duBt  under  your  personal  direction,  if  practicable- 
Very  respectfallj,  your  obedient  setvaut, 

SAMUEL  BRECE, 
A»tiittatt  Aijutant-General. 
To  tbe  Dbfirtmknt  Commander, 

jMparimeitt  iff  the  ColvmbUt,  PartUnd,  Oreg. 

April  14, 1877,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  sent  to  the  War  Depart- 
nt-niacopy  of  a  letter  of  March  9,1877,  from  Ageut  Moiitietli,(letailiDK 
in  intemow  had  by  him  with  "  OUicut,"  Josepti's  brother,  pertaining  to 
tli*f  removal  of  tbe  Uez  Percys  from  Wallowa  Valley  to  the  Kez  Percys 
rt^rvatioii.  This  was  referred,  tbroagb  division  headquarters,  to  Head- 
•iurt«r8  Department  of  tbe  Columbia,  indorsed  aB  follows : 

HCAIXtUARTlUlS  OF  THE   AjtMT,  ADJOTAUT-GeSERAl'b  OfFICE, 

WaihinglOH,  April  a6,  1877. 
OIBdal  onpy  reapeotfally  referred  to  the  commanding  geueral  Department  nf  the 
ru|ijiiibia,throDgbHe»dquarteraMillLary  Division  of  tbePaoiQo.  Tbe  General  nf  tbe 
Inny  iiof  tbe  opinion  that  tbe  Indian  Bureau  ahonld  resolve  to  remove  tbe  Indians 
■rsot  iceordiDg  to  their  interpretation  uf  the  treaty,  aud  that  the  Army  Bbould  only 
ui  UwD)  to  execute  the  resolve  whea  made. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjulaat-  GeBtral. 

HEADQCARTKRa   MILITARY   DIVISION  OF  TOB   PACIFIC, 

AMP  DKPABrMICNT  OF  Calipursia,  j 

Saa  Franciico,  Slag  5,  1877. 
B^pretfnlly  trsDBmitted   to  the  oommauding  officer  of  the  Departoieut  of  the 

l!j  Miumsod  of  Uaioi-General  HcDoirell. 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
LieHtenant-CoU>nel  unS  AuUtaut  Adjutaut-OeiieraL 

Adjutakt-Genl.  Dit.  Pacpiio. 

May  21st,  Oenerfil  Howard  telegraphed  the  following  as  the  restilt, 
tbnj  far,  of  the  measares  taken  in  compliance  with  the  foregoing  instruc- 

IiuDs: 

PORTLAKD,  OKBOON, 

JfOtf21,lS77. 

Uriamcd  Pnrtland,  evening  19th.  Non-treaty  Nei  Percda  cnnatraioFd  coraplianee 
*iih  Older  uf  govBrnrtienl.  Thirty  dava  allowed  to  gather  scattered  people  and 
'■'•■-l;.  Location  on  rBservation  selecteil  and  agreed  upon,  Troope  eoongh  left  in 
<'<iiii(y  under  commander  Lapwai  to  enforce  sgrecmeut  case  draw  book.  Some  500 
"inilerprs  fmm  IJmaiillae  and  Yakima  agnnciiis  still  roaming— woolrt  join  hostiles 
rav  nutbreak  Told  them  at  talk  their  own  seeking  government  requirement  tiley 
r>  npon  rcMTvation.  Please  nnk  Agent  Wilbur  be  drsignated  by  tiilegram.  Indian 
^  '1-10  co-operate  with  me  for  these  Indians,  at  Agent  Moutietb  has  well  doue  for 
>"  Pf-re*i.    Wuh  one  bead.   Wilbur  beat  man  every  way. 

JIaj  22,  Geoeral  Howard  made  a  full  report  of  his  action  iu  the  mat- 
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ter  of  Joseph's  Nez  Percys.  Tliis  report  was  dnly  forwarded  on  its  re- 
ceipt to  the  headquarters  of  the  Army,  June  8, 1877. 

June  15,  General  Howard  reported  the  oommencement  of  hostilities 
by  these  Indians. 

I  am  since  informed  that  the  immediate  canse  of  this  ontbreah  was 
different  from  that  reported,  and  thut  instead  of  being  a  retaliation  for 
a  mnrder  of  one  or  their  number,  it  was  a  delilwrate  act  on  the  part  of 
some  Indian  outlaws  who  hitd  oothinj;  to  gain  and  all  to  lose  by  goiog 
on  the  reservation,  and  who  "fired"  the  Indian  heart  by  deliberate 
mnrders,  and  thus  forced  the  chiefa  to  go  with  them.  The  latter,  feel- 
ing that  tbey  were  irretrievably  compromised  in  the  eyes  of  the  whites 
by  tbe  dreadful  acts  of  their  people,  threw  themselves  into  the  conflict, 
the  commencement  of  which  they  had  not  sanctioned. 

I  submit  lierewitb,  in  addition  to  Geuer^il  Howard's  report,  copies  of 
•all  the  telegrams  and  orders  given  and  received  by  me  bearing  ou  the 
subsequent  operations,  marked  C 

After  Joseph's  defeat  by  General  Howard  on  the  12th  of  July,  there 
was  no  longer  any  question  of  other  Indians  joining  the  former;  and 
the  operations  subuequeutl;  were  the  pursuit  of  a  mere  banditti,  who 
certainly  displayed  great  courage,  energy,  and  enterprise,  leading  their 
pursuers  m»uy  hundreds  of  miles  over  a  moat  difficult  country,  but 
who  were  finally  compelled  to  surreuder  nnconditioually  to  Colouel 
Miles,  Fifth  lufantry,  afier  a  sharp  and  sanguinary  engagement,  on  the 
30th  of  September,  not  far  from  tlie  British  possessions,  atter  all  those 
who  bad  been  engaged  in  the  murders  of  citizens  at  the  commeuce- 
ment  of  boslilities  had  been  killed. 

General  Howard  is  now  on  his  way  back  to  his  department,  with  the 
troops  of  his  command  which  he  had  taken  from  it,  with  the  exception 
of  the  cavalry,  which  had  been  sent  back  in  advance. 

The  General  of  the  Army  having  recently  passed  through  the  de- 
partment, and  directed  the  establishment  of  a  new  post  ou  the  Spokane 
Itiver  and  the  strengthening  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Colvdie,  the  two 
companies  of  the  Second  Infantry  (I  and  H),  hereinbefore  reported  at 
camp  near  Spokane  Kiver  Falls  aud  the  one  at  Fort  Golville,  were  sent 
to  these  stations  in  compliaDce  with  bis  instructions. 

Ou  the  return  of  the  troo|i8  under  Geueral  Howard,  it  is  proposed  to 
station  four  (4)  cavalry  companies  at  Fort  Walla  Walla,  W.  T.,  and  sis 
(0)  companies  of  the  T we uty- first  Infantry,  at  Fort  Vancouver.  Forts 
Stevens,  Gauby,  and  Towosend  are  to  be  artillery  posts;  but  one  (1) 
company  of  tiie  Twenty-first  Infantry  (G)  will  be  stationed  at  Fort 
Townseud  ;  Company  If,  (Miller's)  Fourth  Artillery,  which  has  been  a 
lone  time  st<ttioned  at  Fort  Stevens,  will  be  retained  on  its  return  from 
field-service  in  tbe  Department  of  Galifurnia,  for  assignment  to  a  station 
in  tbe  harbor  of  San  Francisco. 

DEPARTMEHT  OF  ARIZONA. 

I  send  herewith  the  report  of  the  department  commander  of  tbe  De- 
partment of  Arizona,  with  its  accompanying  papers. 

Much,  if  not  all,  of  the  friction  hei-etofore  existing  in  this  department 
between  its  commander  and  his  officers  and  the  United  States  civil  and 
Territorial  officers  will,  I  think,  ceuse  with  the  changes  that  have  beeu 
made  since  my  last  report. 

I  send  herewith,  as  bearing  on  this  subject,  a  copy  of  a  correspond- 
ence with  the  present  governor  of  tbe  Territory,  marked  D. 

I  am  obliged,  at  tbe  risk  of  seeming  importunate,  to  again  say  Ihat  I 
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thJDk  tfae  intereata  of  the  eerrice  require  that  a  post  be  establislied 
loath  of  TuusoD,  as  iiear  tbe  Mesicau  froutier  as  a  good  *)ite  can  be  ob- 
tained. 

After  tnach  correapoDdeoce  and  no  little  miaaQderstaading  between 
tite  cofupoo;  aod  the  luilitary  anthorities,  the  Soatbem  Pauidu  B^ilroad 
Compau;  bare,  under  the  Hotliority  frooi  the  War  Uepartmeiit,  built 
Ibeir  road  across  the  CTnited  States  military  reserviitioii  at  Fort  Yuuia, 
auJ  ocer  the  Colorado  Eiver  at  that  place,  and  are  now  running  thmr 
traina  iuto  Arizooa. 

1  aend  herewith  some  extracts  from  reports  of  varions  offiuers,  not 
(hat  I  entirely  coiionr  in  all  thn  views  tboreiu  espi'es^ed,  but  because 
lb«  subjects  treated  opou  are  of  iiiteretit,  and  I  think  the  Ueueral  of  the 
Aroiy  may  the  better  see  them  in  this  way,  than  to  have  to  search  for 
ihem  throagh  the  reports  from  which  they  are  taken.    (Marked  E  ) 

I  (tend,  also,  the  reports  of  the  chief  of  the  stafifd  departmeutu  at  these 
iiRuIquarters. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  iiervant, 

.  iRviN  Mcdowell. 

Major  Qejieral,  Commanding  DivUiou  and  Department, 
The  ASJOTANT-UXiNEBAI.  U.  8.  ABUT, 

Waahinffton,  D.  O. 


N'o.lO.A. — Report  of  Brig.  GmtralO.  O.SoaardofoperalUnuagainattheNt!  Pereit  Indiant. 

HEAIMJUAKTeRS  DEPARTMENT  (IF  THE  COLUMDFA, 

Ib  Oufield,  Uanip  Ebalein,  Benrg  Lake,  Idaho,  Angatt  H,  1877. 

CnioxKL:  For  the  iaforauttioii  of  Gunerai  McDohuU,  aad  to  enablu  bini  to  niHUCioa 
iHT  opcrutiooB  In  hia  Bnniutl  report,  I  will  furuUh  aaoh  t>rief  aoouuQC  lu  I  eaa  itutioK 
u  active  campaign.  I  would  like  the  privilegu  of  making  a  full  and  conaected  Blip- 
{ilt'oieotarj  repurt  ambriMiiDg  operalioos  of  other  of  my  trtiupit  ttian  tboae  iu  tbis 
"Jn BID  after  my  return  to  iii;  department.  You  already  know  the  Htaps  tliat  were 
utfD  u  reqair«d  by  orders  to  pat  tenegade  Nes  Ferc^  and  other  nanderiaj;  banda  of 
iDiliaoa  apoD  their  proper  reeecvationa. 

Mf  efforta  in  oonjiinotioa  with  Col.  E.  C.  Watkias,  the  inspeetor  of  the  Interior 
i>rtianrnent,  and  ths  Indian  aKeota  r^ocerned  were  appareatl;  completely  anccugsful 
uii  June  Hth,  tho  dat«  of  ray  arrival  at  Lapwai. 

Tbc  Indiana  belougiuK  to  Joseph,  from  Wallowa,  to  White  Bird,  from  Salmon  River, 
uul  tu  LonkiDK  Qlawi,  ftoai  the  Clearwater,  were  then  atisumbled  near  Cottouwooil 
tmk.  on  the  border*  of  the  Lapwai  Reserve.  Aa  they  aeeiiied  to  huitate  at  tba  Inst 
luument  to  fulSll  the  promisee  mode  to  me  thirty  days  before,  I  direoted  Capt.  Ditvid 
I'^rry,  Fi rat  Cavalry,  to  aend small  detachment  of  men  thither  to  obiwtrve  and  briutc  bauk 
ir|>'rt;  detachment  to  start  early  the  15lh.  Meanwhile,  juxt  at  dark,  a  citizen ,  Hr.  L. 
1*.  Brown,  geta  *  letter  to  me  from  Mount  Idaho,  expressing  suspicions  of  Indians  keep- 
•  az  faith. 

Friday.  Jnne  \h.  The  detaebroent  having  prooee<led  part  of  the  way,  retaros  at  13 
»,  vith  two  Indians,  mach  excited.  They  report  four  oitiziins  on  John  Day's  Creek 
killrd.  MoTdereis,  tbrtiu  or  four  in  number,  hsd  rnshud  into  Indians' camp,  aud  talked 
riciu^y.  White  Bird  moanted  hia  horse,  rode  around  and  avowed  that  Iha  luiliaus 
■nuld  cut  go  on  tbe  reeervatioui  I  then  go  at  once  with  the  reporting  Indians  to 
ColiNial  WatluDB,  Md  lodiaa  Agent  Montelth,  at  Nez  Percys  agency.  After  ezamiiia- 
(ioa,  it  iiiuini  to  hare  been. a  private  qnurret,  aoooidiog  ro  Indian  etory.  Colonel  Wat- 
ku»  mide  tbe  beMl  chief  aod  Joseph's  falhar-in-law  iuwediatoly  toward  Indian  oamp. 
It  430  p>  Di^  theae  Indians,  with  Mr.  West  and  Looking  Ghus's  brother,  raturuod  wiUl 
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lelteTs  from  Hoont  Idaho,  one  letter  dated  7,  the  other  8  a.  ra.  the  saine  morniDK. 
These  l«t«rs  aive  detniled  acconnts  of  massacre*  already  liepin.  Captains  Perry's 
<F)  and  Trimlilo'B(H)oonip»iiiesof  the  First  Cavalry,  that  were  by  my  direction  alroailj 
Ix^itig  prepared  frouj  flret  report  of  ontbreak^-theae  being  the  only  cavalry  withia 
r«ach  Kir  the  emergency — were  dispatched  withont  delay  to  the  scenes  of  distnrhance. 
Tbey  nnmbered  99  wen.  As  Capt»in  Furry  bad  no  officer  with  his  company,  unless 
hu  toi>k  tliB  post  qnarteroiBSter,  Lien  tenant  Bomus,  Lienteoaut  Theller,  TweDty-fSrst 
Jtifantry,  was  detailed  to  bis  command.  The  troops  marahud  all  night,  foond  the  lo' 
dinns  gone  from  Cottonwood,  so  proceeded  on  to  GranKeville,  and  ihence,  after  aa 
Loni'a  rest,  tfarongU  the  next  night  to  the  bead  of  White  Bird  CaGon.  HavinK  in*de 
a  forced  march  of  npwurds  of  TO  miles,  with  the  loss  of  two  nighta'  sleep,  they  oame  in 
BiKht  of  the  Indian  camp,  a  few  mites  below  in  the  caflon. 

Assisted  by  eleven  volanteera  from  Muunt  Idaho,  Captain  Perry  proceeds  at  once  to 
Bssanlt  the  Indians,  that  everybody  expects  are  hast«uing  with  all  speed  to  crow  llie 
Salmon.  Unexpuctedty  the  aswinlt  is  not  successful.  The  Indians  torn  the  left  flank 
<jf  the  command,  and  with  more  than  double  Perry's  numbers  force  him  to  retire  from 
liis  position  and  to  return  fighting  all  the  way  to  Grant^ville.  His  losses  are  33  en- 
listed men  and  one  commiasioned  officer,  Lieutenant  Theller.  killed.  This  battle  oc- 
curred, as  I  have  indicated,  the  171b  of  June.  J  refer  to  Captam  Ferry's  report  for  a 
(lelailrd  ucciunt  of  the  engagement.  More  than  twenty  people  on  Camas  Praine, 
White  Bird  Creek,  and  vicinity,  had  been  reported  aa  murdered,  accompanied  in  sev- 
eral oosee  with  horrible  outrage,  bo  that  the  terror  and  eiciMment  in  the  «  hole  cooi- 
Dinnjty  were  extreme.  This  precipitared  the  enconntrr,  and  I  baSe  only  high  cum- 
lllendutien  for  the  conduct  of  Captain  Ferry  and  his  officers  f..r  an  effort  that  deserved 
betl«r  reaultB.  He  reaiained  with  bis  remnant  at  Qrangeville  till  re-enforced  and  re- 
snpplied.  Meantime  at  5  p.  m.,  Jnue  l.'i.  I  stinrt  my  aid-de-camp,  Lientenant  M,  C. 
Wilbinsun,  to  telegraph  orders  from  Walla  Walla,  W.  T.,  and  to  send  dispatches  tv 
Walluwa  by  messeuger,  so  as  to  concentrate  at  Lewislon  a  sulficient  force  to  make  the 
effort  Riiccessful  beyond  doubt  against  the  treacherous  hands  uow  combined. 

Friday,  June  S2d,  having  aatembled  at  Lapwai  Whipple's  (L)  and  Wintem's  (E) 
compauiesof  cavalry,  that  bod  marched  over  SCO  miles  in  6  dajH,  Pollock's  (D),  FU- 
tonbrad's  (I),  Miles'  (E),  Jooelyn's  (B),  Haughey's  (H)  companies  of  Tweiily-tinit  lu- 
fiintry,  and  Miller's  Couijjany  E,  of  Fourth  Artillery,  armed  as  infantry,  making  an 
effective  force  for  the  field  of  227  men,  I  deemed  it  best  14>  take  the  field  at  once  in 
purBoii.so  ns  to  operate  carefully  till  the  remainder  of  my  troops ooald  be  eouoeutrated 
and  brought  up. 

From  tue  direction  the  Indians  were  taking,  and  from  information,  I  saw  the  neces- 
nity  of  iuterppsing  pome  force  ut  once  between  the  renegade  Nez  Perc6s  and  the  Wf  iser 
Indians.  Tbia  was  to  be  done  by  nrgaoizing  a  force  at  Boise  City  under  Major  Green,. 
First  Cavalry,  and  moving  it  to  Weiner  Biver.  .Ue  waa  to  dra«  his  foioes  from  Boise 
and  Harney  and  looked  to  General  McDowell  for  re -enforcement  from  the  military  di- 
viaion,  Ijeudire's  company,  Fintt  Cavalry,  waa  sent  direct  from  Hsrney  tn  the  Wniser 
connlry  and  was  in  position  no  the  29th  of  June,  in  Beaaou  to  efiect  the  object  desired. 
The  other  troops,  of  wbicb  I  shall  hereafter  speak,  three  contpaniea  of  cavalry  and 
three  of  infantry,  were  more  slowly  brought  together  from  great  diBtaucee.so  thst 
Gr*  en  did  not  commence  bis  northward  march  from  Boise  until  the  lOlh  of  Jnly.  My 
immrdiate  command  arrives  at  Norton's  ranch,  43  miles,  the  23d  of  Jnne.  Tbu24thl 
send  Trimble's  small  company  to  re-enforce  a  few  citizen  families  that  were  protecting 
themselves  on  8tat«  Creek  by  a  temporary  barricade.  1  bope<t  that  tbi'>  poet  at  Slate 
Creek  would  check  the  Indians  in  that  direction,  serve  to  occupy  their  atlentiou,  pre- 
venting further  outrages  there  and  beyond,  while  I  was  moving  on  them  more  directly, 
Tbe'^th  I  moved  my  command  by  two  routes  to  Johneon'a  ranch,  BODie4  miles  from 
tbebend  of  White  Bird  Cafiou.  Tbe26tb  with  my  whole  foroel  make  a  reoonnalsaanoH 
into  the  oalion  oud  beyond  Captain  Perry's  baitle-field. 

Captain  Page,  with  some  twenty  volunteers  from  Walla  Wulla,  that  had  joined  me 
nt  Lupwai,  moved  along  the  crest  of  the  monntain-riilgo  on  the  right  of  White  Hird 
Cnlion,  till  he  came  in  sight  of  the  country  beyond  the  Salmon.  Ue  discovered  and 
re|Hirl*d  the  enemy  in  force.  After  bnrying  the  dead  foand  on  the  battle-field 
(Perry's)  and  la  the  ravines  leading  to  the  rear,  we  returned  to  camp. 

June  ^th  and  301  h  marched  to  the  crossing  of  the  Ralmo:!,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
above  (be  mouth  of  White  Bird.  The  B?cond  force,  Tbrockmort  .n's  M,  Rodney's  D, 
Biincrofi's  A,  and  Morris's  G,  eompaniea  of  Fourth  Artillery,  and  Burton's  C,  company 
Twrnty-lirst  Infantry,  collecti'd  atLftpwai,  here  joined  the  advance,  making  in  ait  an 
effective  force  of  100  men.  In  the  afternoon  Indians  charged  to  the  river,  abtiak 
skirmiiih  ensued,  after  which  they  left  the  valley  fur  the  heights  beyond. 
TheS9tb  Lieutenant  Miller,  First  Cavalry,  Is  sent  with  trains  to  Lapwai  for  snp- 

Slies,  and  is  escorted  by  Captain  Perry's  company  and  Page's  volunteers  retnroiug 
onie.  The  Salmon  River  is  at  this  titne  high  and  the  current  very  swift,  so  that  it 
takes  all  day  of  Jnly  1st  to  cross  the  command.  Captain  Trimble  gets  over  oppnsile 
his  position  on  State  Creek.    The  evening  of  tbe39th  positive  infurmatioii  is  obtainsd 
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tiatLMkinfiCnaw,  vho,  with  hlspeop)e,  bid  stood  ftloof  from  the  hontlles,  bftd  been 
Inniabing  »-«oft>rmment8  to  theia  of  %t  least  tweat;  waninre,  aaA  tbat  he  proposed 
ci  jnin  ihen  in  person  witb  all  of  his  ppople,  the  fln>t  favorable  opportanity. 

Hm  fcroDDdi  for  cultivation  la;  near  tbe  Dionth  of  the  aoatb  fork  of  tbe  Clearwater, 
vpinmd  lo  be  abont  40  milee  from  our  prenent  ponrtion.  With  a  view  of  prevpDtliiK 
tbr  rompletiDn  of  thU  treauherj',  I  sent  Capt^io  Whipple,  coaimaiiiiiiiE  his  aim  and 
^'mtn'*  companie*,  and  tbe  Oatline  gaus,  vritb  iUBtractiODS  to  make  a  forced  mateh, 
nrprin  and  captHre  this  ohief  aad  all  that  belon^d  to  bim. 

L'aptain  Whipple  made  the  march,  Ondin^  itatleast  IOmilealot>f{er  than  anticipated, 
imldidDot  make  bit  attack  ontil  neit  morning.  With  a  shoTt  parley  and  a  britik 
'kinnisli  tbe  Jodiane  escaped.  Between  six  and  seven  hnodred  ponies  were  captured 
>id  (be  Indian  lodfcee  deatrofcd.  Tbe  lou  of  tbe  poniee  and  the  attack  nofortnnately 
Iwl  ibeedeet  t«  Kive  prompt  re-enforcement  to  thoea  who  were  fighting,  and  canscd  me 


Hliipple's  cootmaod  tbeeTenioKof  the  tat  of  Jnly  reached  Orangeville,  where  he  re- 
(Fiird  an  order  from  me  to  marcb  to  Norton's  ranch,  on  the  Cottonwood,  where  Cap- 
Uin  Pnrr'a  conpaa  j,  retarning  with  sopplleii,  was  to  Join  him  tbe  3d. 

Tbe  object  of  tbia  movement  was  to  meet  the  enein;  and  hold  him  in  check  shonld 
IwiDrnhere  attempt  to  recrnss  tbe  Salmon  and  tarn  upon  my  oommnnioatioiiH,  wfaich 
b«  voald  probably  du  as  soon  as  lorosseil  aud  parened  him,  since  the  report  of  Bendire'a 
pdeiiiou  kept  him  from  going  south,  while  my  troops  and  those  at  State  Creek  hindered 
%  Min>  on  the  front  and  lett-. 

IlwSd  of  Joly  we  ascended  the  mountain  after  forming  junction  with  Captain  Trim- 
UFicommaad,  now  consisting  of  his  own  company  aud  Mc  C  on  vlUe's  twenty  volunteers. 
iuolber  small  compsoj  of  mounted  volnnteers  under  Captain  Hnnter  had  Joined  me 
fmi  ll«  vicinity  of  Dayton,  W.  T.  The  ascent  was  by  a  blind  trail,  exceedingly  steep 
ud  difflcolt,  and  rendering  a  mareh  of  not  morn  than  10  miles  equivalent  to  three  timva 
u  miich  on  an  ordinary  raad. 

A  beary  rain  followed  by  thick  clouds  so  impeded  the  command  that  several  pack- 
it  dn  vera  killed  by  rolling  down  the  monntAin,  and  the  greater  part  of  two  dassKpvnt 
ID  Mmpletinj;  tbe  ascent.  Several  cadic*  of  Indian  supplies  wero  found  about  half  way 
°puMl  dectrojrnl.  Abnodant  Indian  trails  showed  which  way  the  enemy  had  gone, 
'II.  toward  our  right-  The  fint  dostiuatiou,  whether  by  Canoe  Encampment  to  Snake 
wiiDtcy.  or  to  one  of  tbe  lower  oroeoings  of  the  Salmon,  is  yet  uncertain.  Beside  huish- 
131  the  mareb  the  3d  of  July,  a  reconnaissance  ia  made  by  Lienteuaut  t'lelcher,  my 
uil-de-eamp,  for  10  mi  lea. 

ThF4th  we  reached  tbe  vicinity  of  Rocky  Cation.  Here  news  iahronght  me  that  tbe 
rnmiT,  probably  part  of  his  force  joining  Looking  Glass,  had  recrowted  the  Salm'in 
mi  lomed  back,  eioesing  my  communication  beyond  Norton's ;  tbat  Captain  Whipple 
Lail  wnl  oat  Lieutenant  Rains  and  teu  men  in  advance  of  his  own  reounnaissanoe  on 
i'le  d;  that  Bains,  wllh  the  ten  brave  men,  had  been  ambnsbed  eud  all  killed;  that 
.. ,__„_..., ..._  J ..__.u    ^  -,ieft. 


9  day  later  than  expected. 

(.'■plain  Whipple  bad  made  a  prompt  and  gallant  movrment  toward  Lapwai, 
xmwdiiig  in  bringing  in  the  supplies  with  Perry's  escort  In  safety,  thongh  surrounded 
^  3(il)  Indians.  It  was  the  next  day  after  tbe  arrival  of  Captain  Perry  tbat  IT  citi- 
■■w  (voltrateers),  having  started  of  their  own  accord  from  Haunt  Idaho  to  re-enforce 
ibrciralry,  were  attacked  by  the  Indians  m  roHle,  losing  their  captain  and  several 
^'B  kilinl  and  wonnded,  not  fur  from  Norton's,  Complaint  baa  been  made  tbat  onr 
(n«i|H  were  slow  in  going  to  their  rescue.  Captain  Perry,  whose  gallautry  at  the 
^tiilf  Bird  batUe  is  nndenied,  has  demanded  a  court  of  inquiry.  I  shall  receive  tbe 
"ilicial  reports  and  the  investigation  of  the  court,  and  will  forward  them  as  the  best 
'tuti  and  Judgment.  I  may  say,  however,  that  reasonable  caution  nndor  tbecircum- 
•lanns,  in  tha  preaenoe  of  a  superior  foree  of  the  enemy,  was  to  be  expected. 

Tbe  rsaami  I  did  not  cross  my  whole  force  immediately  at  Bocky  Catton  was  that  I 
l^iicvcd  frnm  tbe  reports  that  the  enemy  was  making  only  a  raid,  and  that  his  main 
•"tiiip,  Willi  women,  children,  and  piunder,  was  yet  on  or  near  tbe  Snake  River. 
IVrFfiim  I  deemed  it  best,  witb  my  fuot-men  and  Trimble's  company,  to  pursue  hie 
i«»in  trail. 

TlM5tb  of  Jnly  brought  ns  to  Crair's  Ferry,  where  it  became  evident  that  all  the 
Indisiw  had  paaaed  back  and  taken  the  trail  toward  the  Cottonwood,  16  miles  distant. 
*'  Snt  1  hoped  by  a  prompt  croesins  f-o  join  Perry  and  throw  my  whole  force  upon 
■!>r  enemy  before  be  oould  reach  the  Clearwater  or  pass  my  f^nt  to  W»IIowa,  if  sucb 
*'rn  hu  intention ;  bnt  having  no  boats,  a  raft  bad  been  coostrnoted  iroin  the  timber 
Bfarabin  near  the  ferry. 
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Abont  th<H  time  by  Indian  couriers  I  MoertKiaed  that  tbe  enemy  had  already  paned 
fntm  the  CotMuwood  to  the  Clearnater,  m>  that  my  Hbortest  line  iras  to  turn  back  via 
While  Bird  C^on.  That  eveuiug  ire  again  aiwended  tbe  moantaio,  making  six  (6) 
miles  by  dark. 

The  eveninfr  of  tbe  8th  my  bead  ot  oolnmn  had  reached  OraameTille.  Here  McCon- 
ville,  who  after  b  visit  to  XortoD's  had  eecorted  the  wounded  volunteers  to  Moant 
Idaho,  reorganized  by  forming  a  battalion  EvaHiiting  of  his  una,  Hunter's,  and  the 
Mount  Idaho  companies.  He  had  pniposed  to  me  in  writing  to  make  a  reoounaisance 
in  force  toward  Kamiah,  and  now  made  report. 

He  said:  "Weoconpy  a  strong  position  Rii((i)mi1e8fromlCaniiab,OD  a  hill,  where  we 
can  see  the  enemy  near  tbe  Clearwater,  three  nr  four  inilea  farther  fiom  K&miah." 

I  Trsolvud  upon  this  informatiun  to  take  Whipple's  route  to  Looking  UltMa'a  camp 
via  Jackson's  Bridge,  with  tbe  hope  of  Caking  the  euemy  iu  rereree. 

About  twenty  volunteers  were  sent  directly  to  McCooviile,  and  he  was  urged  to  hold 
steadily  where  he  was  until  I  could  get  into  position.  This  lie  did  until  the  11th  July, 
when  the  volnnt-eers  left  their  position  and  went  to  Hunnt  Idabo. 

Tbe  tith  of  July  (the  cavalry  fnim  Norton's  having  joined  ns  tbe  evening  beloro), 
I  proceeded  four  (4)  miles  beyond  Jackson's  Bridge,  aud  Ueni  waited  one  day  for  the 
iofautry  and  artillery,  a  portion  of  which  was  still  <■  route  from  the  Salmon.  Several 
coupanit-B  of  Miller's  and  Mites's  batalions  made  a  march  from  the  evening  of  tbe  9tb 
to  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  3d  miles,  without  halt,  being  assisted  iu  part  by  a  lew 
wagons,  and  n^oined  uie. 

The  next  day,  the  lUh,  we  manihed  tcom  this  camp  at  7  a.  m.,  following  tbe  ridge 
between  the  forks  of  the  Clearwater. 

About  twelve  o'clock  my  aid-de-camp,  Llenteoant  Fletcher,  discovers  the  enemy  in 
ndeep  ravine  near  inoulh  of  Cottonwood  Creek. 

Numbers  of  horses  and  a  few  Indians  are  seen.  I  sent  Captain  Trimble's  compaoy, 
'  aceompiiiDlBd  by  an  aid-de-camp,  to  watch  toward  tbe  front  and  righ',  while  1  rode  to 
tbe  bluff  at  the  left,  aud  saw  plainly  thehostiles,  who.  Judging  from  their  motions,  had 
Jnst  discovered  our  approach. 

By  one  o'clock  a  howiiier,  mauenvered  by  Lieutenant  Otis,  Fonrtb  Artillery,  and 
two  Gatling  guns  were  firing  toward  the  masaes  of  Indiaus  below.  They  were  runuiiig 
their  horses  up  the  South  Fork  on  both  banks  near  the  river,  and  driving  their atoi^k  as 
fast  ae  possible  beyond  our  range.  Iu  ten  minutes  it  was  impossible  to  reach  Ibem 
longer,  owing  to  the  craggy  mouutain  shores  back  of  and  dose  by  the  river  border. 
My  guide,  Mr.  Chapman,  assures  me  that  they  can  escape  only  by  a  oaBon  on  my  left, 
which  makes  a  small  angle  with  the  river  and  leads  toward  my  rear. 

The  next  bluff  in  that  direction  was  beyond  a  deep  and  rocky  transverse  ravins 
perpendicular  to  this  caHon.  I  instantly  oider  my  bowitzei  battery  aud  Gatling 
guns,  supported  by  Wintem's  cavalry,  to  go  thither  with  all  speed. 

Around  the  head  of  the  ravine  our  distance  was  over  a  mile,  the  enemy  baviUR  leea 
than  a  third  to  go,so  we  found  him  dismounted  and  in  posilion  already  on  oar  ap- 
proach, beyond  the  second  blufl,  while  some  thirty  or  forty  inuuntoil  Indians  gallopnd 
Just  beyond  range  to  compass  my  left.  For  a  few  minules  I  feared  tbe  tesuU  of  this 
attempt,  when  just  iu  time  Mnjur  Mason,  Twenty-Srst  Infantry,  department  luspector- 
general,  appeared  close  by  with  Burton's  company  of  infantry,  having  anticipated  my 
order  (at  every  juncture  M^or  Mason  thus  has  suppiemented  my  e&orta).  This  ooia- 
pany  deploying  to  the  right  enabled  Winters  to  take  care  of  bis  left.  Firing  now  t>e- 
came  very  brisk.  My  line  was  extended  to  the  left  by  the  cavalry  and  to  the  right  by 
the  infantry  and  artillery  battalions,  gradually  refusing  my  flanks  until  tbe  whoTe  was 
enveloped.  Foor  hundred  men  held  a  line  of  twomilesand  a  half  iu  extent.  My  main 
pack-trsin  had  passed  by  this  position.  A  small  train  with  a  few  euppiies  was  on  the 
road  nearer  us. 

The  Indian  flankers  by  their  rapid  movement  struck  the  rear  of  tbe  small  train, 
killed  two  of  the  packers,  and  disaliled  a  couple  of  moles  loaded  with  howitzer  am  on  uui- 
tioD.  The  prompt  fire  from  Perry's  uudWhipple's  uavalry  saved  the  ammuuitiou  iTom 
capture.  I  had  previously  sent  an  orderly  to  cdndnct  the  trains  within  my  lines;  the 
fierce  onset  of  the  Indiana  requiring  greater  baste.  Lieutenant  Wilkinson,  aid-de-c&mn, 
beiug  sent,  brought  in  the  trains  under  cover  of  Rodney's  (artillery)  aud  Triml>le'ii 
(cavalry)  companies. 

The  euemy  mauifeats  extraordinary  holdnea^  planting  Bharp-shoot«rB  at  availabla 
points,  making  charges  on  foot  and  on  horsebaok  with  all  manner  of  savage  demonatra- 
tioDB.  These  attempts  are  sacceaafnily  resisted  at  every  part  of  the  line.  At  3.30  p.  in. 
a  spirited  oonnter-cborgu  is  made  on  the  right,  down  into  n  ravine,  by  Cnmpauioa  H, 
(Baughey's),D  (Pollock's),  E  (Uiles's),  an(rB(Jocelyn'>-),  Twenty-first  Infantry;  A, 
and  part  of  E,  Fourth  Artillery,  participating.  Captain  Uites,  commanding  the  in- 
fantry battalion,  supported  by  CaptHin  Miller's  artillery  battalion  led  in  this  charge. 
Captain  Bancroft,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  LifutenanC  Wihiums,  Twenty-first  Infantry, 
wvre  wounded  about  this  time.  A  number  of  Indians  were  killed  aud  sevetal  wuoudeu 
ic  tbjj  charge,  and  tbe  ravine  cleared. 
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Captain  Miller  »  little  later  led  •  secood  charge  near  the  oeoter,  Barton,  Hanfiliey, 
Ei  oDbnd,  and  Wiaters  oiUi  their  companiee  participatiajt.    Lieutenant  WllkiD«>D, 

iiii-dF-eamp,  by  mj  direction,  meanwbile,  led  a  demoast ration  on  tba  ri^bC,  naing 
iriillery  aoi  infatitc;  and  ever;  available  man  from  the  cavalry,  borse-boldDTB,  ordtic- 
iii3,eiLra-diity  men,  and  train.  Lieutenant  Fletcher,  aotiug  aid-de-camp,  also  DULig 
1  ttiHtciet  at  this  and  at  several  oCber  times  during  the  battle,  did  effective  service  by 
iudiinK  sbelU  iritbia  the  etiemj's  barricade. 

Ililivr's  cbur^e  gBioed  tbe  ridge  in  front  and  secured  tbe  disputed  ravine  near  Win- 
irra's  Irf).  Fnrllier  HpoHiiioilLC  rUarges  on  tbe  left  by  the  euemy  were  repelled  by  Perry's 
ind  Whipple's  cavalry,  diHiDuunted,  and  Morriii'it  artillery.  Company  O.  Yet  a  few 
Indian  aharp-HboolerB  maiiaged  to  BO  annoy  every  man  who  approached  the  spring,  our 
■Mtr-sDpply,  that  in  apite  of  onr  successful  charges  mattem  were  not  very  brif;ht  at 
link.  During  the  u'gbt  stone  barricades  and  riile-p Its  were  constructed  byonrselvcaaud 
lU  enemy.  At  daylight  the  12tb  every  available  man  was  on  the  line.  I  directed  that 
[ivd  dionld  be  cooked  and  coffee  made  at  ibe  center  and  carried  to  tbe  front,  but  we  liitd 
int  lo  get  oompletA  possession  of  onr  spring,  as  sufficient  water  was  not  secured  in  the 
tiifbt.  This  was  eiecnled  by  Captains  Miller  and  Perry,  using  Lieutenant  Otis's  bat- 
>rv,  HippoTted  by  Kudnej's  company.  The  sharp-shooters  were  driven  from  their  hid- 
ing P'x'es  and  tbe  spring  cecnred  against  recapture.  As  soon  as  every  man  had  been 
pnivided  with  fuud,  1  directed  that  tbe  artillery  battalion  be  withdrawn  entirely  from 
ilir  lines,  tbin  thongb  tbey  were  already,  and  that  the  lines  be  held  by  the  infantry 
iiid  cavalry  battaliuas.  It  may  be  remembered  that  the  number  of  tbe  Indian  wairinrs 
mi  tbe  nomber  of  men  that  I  could  put  on  tbe  line  were  about  equal,  owing  to  the 
fact  ibat  with  ns  a  targe  number  are  necessticily  absorbed  in  holding  tbe  hones  aud  in 
prrftinning  eitm  duty. 

Ciplain  Miller  withdrew  his  batUlioo  at  about  2.R0  p.  m.  ^he  time  I  bad  selected), 
Md  vaa  prepariog  lo  esecnte  this  movement,  viz,  to  pnub  out  by  tbe  left  llauk,  piero- 
:ri|;  tbe  enemy's  line  Jnet  left  of  tbe  center,  croa»  his  barricaded  ravine,  then  face  sud- 
••■mh  to  tba  rigbt  uid  charge,  striking  tbe  Indian  position  in  reverse,  assisting  biuiself 

Ai  he  was  abont  to  move,  a  dust  appeared  in  the  distance  beyond  tbe  Indians' posi- 
i»ti.  Oar  glasses  revealed  it  as  an  expected  snpply-train,  escorted  by  Captain  Jack- 
■iB>  compwiy,  B,  of  the  First  Cavalry,  Immediately  the  artillery  battalinn  is  sent  to 
D  Nt  Ihe  new  camera.  With  a  little  skirmishing  tuid  delay  of  an  hour,  the  train  was 
liiiiiiKht  in,  in  safety. 

Major  Kceler,  of  General  McDowell's  stsIT,  aecompanips  the  escort  end  brings  us 
(Wring  words  from  bis  general.    His  subsequent  generous  aid  will  not  be  furgutlen. 

Then  at  once  Captain  Miller,  instead  of  relaruing  to  our  position  with  the  train,  is 
nirciiisg  slowly  iu  column  by  the  right  flank  toward  us;  when  just  at  ihe  right  point 
U  fleas  iiuickly  to  tbe  left,  moves  steadily  for  nearly  a  mile  across  our  front,  and 
c!isr^  the  enemy's  position.  The  nsuat  attempt  to  double  his  left  is  made  by  the 
luilisns,  wbeu  a  rcMTved  conipany  (Kodney's)  in  Miller's  rvar  deploys  aud  flanks  the 
takers.  For  a  few  miuntes  there  is  stubborn  resistance  at  the  enemy's  barricadca. 
lira  llje  whole  line  gives  way.  Immediately  Ibe  pursuit  is  tnken  up  by  the  iufautry 
■nil  artillery  and  Wlntem's  cavalry  company,  dismounted,  and  tbe  remainiug  cavalry 
11  wnn  as  Ihey  can  saddle  and  monnt.  Captain  Jackson's  company,  just  arrived,  fol- 
^i*nl  tbe  OatliDK  fC""  in  snpport  at  a  trot  as  far  as  tbe  bluff  overlooking  the  river. 
rSir  honilters  an>  brought  to  the  same  point  with  Trimble's  company  and  shot  aud 
•li'il  piHiTed  into  tbe  retreating  masses  of  ludians  and  ponies. 

Thry  are  clotely  pursued  thrungh  the  ravines  into  tbe  deep  caliOD,  thence  to  tbe 
nccr.  over  t^cka,  down  precipices,  aud  along  trails  almost  too  steep  aud  craggy  to 
<n>veiM.  The  footiueu  pnrsned  them  to  tbe  river  opposite  the  Indian  camp.  The 
tun  being  too  deep  and  rapid  fur  tbe  men  to  ford,  they  here  waited  for  tbe  cavalry 
iiiilcr  Captain  Perry. 

The  cavalry  worked  its  way  as  rapidly  as  it  could  from  its  position  on  the  left 
•Inwa  tbe  ragged  mountain  steeps  to  thedeop  furd,  and  crossed  slowly  iutu  tbe  Indian 
'•unp.  and  was  strongly  posted  beyond  It  while  the  GaLliug  guns  and  tbe  howitzers, 
Dru-  which  1  was  olMurving,  were  duing  their  best  to  rnacb  the  Indiana,  who  were 
druDg  iu  every  direction  up  the  heights  to  the  left  of  Cottonwood  Creek  and  beyond 
til-  Cle 


i  this  time  (aboat  5  p.  ra.),  I  was  following  np  the  movempnt,  descending  a  steep 
trail,  wbeo  about  lialf  way  down  the  mountain  side  I  discovered  a  unniher  of  tbe 
'irriors  apparently  returning  toward  their  camp  from  the  Cottonwood  ravine,  nt 
I-SKt  3  milea  froiD  oa.  I  warned  Captain  Perry,  and  directed  him  to  immediately  carry 
•■^■■r  the  bot-men  with  Lis  horses. 

While  doing  this,  time  was  consumed,  and  the  Indians  had  turned  eastward,  crossed 
lb*  Cotlonwood  CaQon,  and  under  cover  of  a  transveme  ravine  got  well  iu  advance  of 
*L  •>  tbat  I  oonclnded  to  postpone  farther  pursuit  until  tbe  uext  morning. 

The  ludlan  camp  abandoned  in  haaiehad  their  lodges  stiU  standing  Hlleil  with  their 
'B'cti,  blankets,  bufUo- robes,  cooking  uteiuils  (foot!  cooking  on  the  fire),  Qour,  jerked 
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heft,  anA  plunder  of  all  deacriptiOD 
artillery  hnd  reaabed  tbeir  camp. 
huge  iinmbHr  wonoded. 

After  tb&t,  ti  dead  were  foaod  on  tbeir  trail,  of  tb<wo  who  died  from  mortal  woands, 
makiDK  for  tliis  battle  23  waniniB  killitd ;  and  there  were  at  lecat  twice  as  manj 
woDDded.  Tweoty-tbree  prltoaerB,  warriors,  and  IT  women  and  children  were  snliae- 
queutlf  seciirtid  in  Ibc  puiBuit.  Dor  low  was  U  offloers  and  BS  enlisted  men  wonaded, 
and  1^  killed. 

I  have  denominated  this  battle  of  the  lltb  and  12th  of  Jnly  br  the  "  Battle  nf  th< 
South  h'ork  of  tbe  Clearwater."  The  Hex  Purci^  fought  with  skill  and  the  ntmost 
obstinacy.  Tlieirnnmbera  wereaboutSOO  warriors,  aided  by  their  women,  who  formed 
for  them  a  siibetaDlial  reserve.  Ht  force  nnjiagtid  amounted,  in  effectives,  to  100. 
Tbe  conduct  of  our  troops,  offioers  and  men,  dnrii if;  this  battle,  oould  not  have  been  twl- 
Tor.  No  man  was  seeu  to  leave  his  post  of  duty  from  alarm,  and  the  movements 
were  spirited  atid  confident  ttfronKboat. 

Tbe  mtb,  as  aoua  as  tbe  battery  conld  be  bronffht  down  from  the  trail  where  it  wal 
obstrncted  and  left  at  dark  tbe  evening  before,  the  pursuit  was  reauined  by  all  tbs 
troop^  except  Winters's  oompauy,  which  was  to  finish  burying  the  dead  and  escort  tbe 
wonudi-d  to  GranKeviUe.  As  bi>oq  hb  we  reach  the  heights  above  Kamiah,  we  see  tbst 
the  enemy's  familiea,  their  stock  and  efTocts,  are  mostly  across  tbe  Clearwater,  about  a 
mile  above  tbe  ferry.  We  press  down  the  trail  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  move  tba 
advance  In  two  culuums  at  a  trot  to  tbe  place  of  crossing,  Captain  J  utksnn's  oompvir 
leading  on  the  left  road,  sud  tbe  rest  of  tbe  cavalry  on  tbe  right.  When  JaoUoa 
reached  the  river,  the  last  warrior  had  gotten  over  sod  well  up  tbe  other  bank. 

Tbe  Gutliutf  guns  and  mnsketry  were  used  profusely  from  our  side,  but  with  little 
apparent  effect,  except  to  increase  tbe  rapidity  of  the  enemy's  retreat.  As  Perry's  anil 
Whipple's  cavalry  were  psssing  a  high  bluff,  whioh  was  beyond  the  river,  a  brisk  firs 
was  opened  by  tne  enemy  for  a  few  minutes,  throwing  this  cavalry  into  oonsiderable 
confusion  for  a  time,  hut  witb'iut  loss.  We  learned  that  the  enemy  had  intended  from 
iHjbiiid  barricades  aud  natural  ctiver  to  meet  us  near  the  river,  bnt  onr  resolute  and 
rapid  approucb,  after  their  defeat  tbe  day  before,  tbey  oonld  not  withstand;  so  tbey 
Jumped  npon  their  skin  rafts,  already  overloaded,  and  swam  over,  oocasioning  the  loia 
of  many  of  tbe  supplies  which  their  women  had  saved  and  brought  off  from  their  oamp 
the  day  before.    Oue  enlisted  mau,  only,  was  aligbtly  wouoded  ia  tbe  skirnilsb  at  tbe 

The  nth  was  spent  in  reconnoitering.  The  15th  I  started  a  oolamn  of  cavalry  with 
irtentiou  of  ascending  tbe  heights  to  the  rear,  as  if  en  roult  to  Lapwai,  to  tnoveSO 
miles  down  tbe  Clearwater  to  Dunnwell's  Ferry,  and  crossing  there,  to  atl«mpt  to  gam 
tbe  trail  to  the  rear  of  the  Indians,  a«  they  were  encamping  In  plain  sight,  not  more 
than  4  milee  from  Kamiab.  I  had  not  proceeded  more  tUao  6  miles  before  the  ladiaos 
heKAD  their  retreat  in  good  earnest  along  tbe  Lo  Lo  trail.  Therefore,  leaving  Captain 
JackHon  with  bis  company  and  a  few  vol ud leers  wbo  bad  Just  returned  to  me,  Inwatcb 
Dunnwell's  Feriy,  1  returned  to  Kamiah  aod  prepared  at  onoe  to  move  uy  eaUre  coiu- 
mand  over  the  river. 

My  own  return  was  hastened  by  a  reqnest,  said  to  be  sent  in  from  Joseph,  ashing  on 
what  teriijs  be  conld  surrender.  While  I  was  talking  with  bia  messenger,  not  far  troni 
tbe  river,  a  shot  was  tired  from  tbe  enemy  upon  our  picket  near  by.  Tbe  messeuger 
himself  and  his  family  and  some  others  subseqaently  surrendered,  but  not  Joeeph. 

It  wasdonbtlens  a  ruse  to  delay  uur  movements,  but  it  did  not  affect  them. 

Tbe  17th  I  sent  Major  Mason,  of  my  staff,  in  oomniand  nf  the  cavalry,  Indian  aconis, 
and  McCohvillp's  volunteers,  to  pursue  the  hostiles  for  two  marches.  The  trail  ii 
exceedingly  difltcult,  and  passes  mostly  over  wooded  mountains,  the  woods  being 
fille<l  with  fallen  timber.  This  enables  tbe  Indians  to  form  ambusoades  with  ease. 
Msjor  Mason  fallowed  the  enemy  to  within  3  miles  of  Oro  Fino  Creek;  his  scouts  rati 
into  the  enemy's  rejtr  guard.  Three  of  them  were  disarmed,  and  1  wounded  and  1 
killed.  One  of  tbe  enemy  was  killed,  and  'i  pack-animala  captured.  Having  acconi- 
plistied,as  be  believed,  tbe  object  of  his  movement,  and  finding  tbe  trail  unfit  for  nclinD 
wifh  tbe  cavalry,  where  a  smalt  rear  guard  could  easily  throw  them  intoconfusiiin,lie 
oonclnded  it  wise  to  return,  so  that,  at  8  a.  m.  tbe  lUtb,  thepursning  column  returned 
to  Kamiah.    This  really  ended  tbe  campaign  within  the  limits  of  my  department. 

I  cunnt  some  of  tbe  results  as  follows  : 

First.  From  Perry's  battle,  ITth  June,  all  murders  of  citizens  by  the  Indians  immc' 
diately  cesHe,  tbeir  attention  being  fully  oecnpied  by  tbe  tronpe. 

Secoud.  The  bo^tiles  are  kept  in  oonsrant  motion.  They  are  prevented  from  going 
Bonthward ;  forced  from  the  country  between  tbe  Salmon  and  t1(B  Snake ;  tbeir  treoch- 
erons. allies  under  Lookicg  Glass  defeated,  and  lodges  destroyed,  and  GOO  ponies  eap- 

Tbird,  Tbey  are  anticipated  in  their  plans  at  Cottonirood,  met  by  troops  at  every 
point,  and  Anally,  liy  our  forced  mnrching  on  inner  lines,  brought  to  battle  and  de- 
feat0d  with  loss. 
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F  Db.  TliBj  are  then  prrwied  bejond  tho  river  along  the  Lo  La  trail,  their  flKbtlDg- 
bne  hiTiD);  been  reduced  at  least  one-thiid,  till  it  is  certain  thnt  the  main  body  of  (he 
BDrd«roDs  hoiitiiefl  have  d«pac(od  for  tbe  "  bnffulo  oonatry  "  and  the  Departmeotof  the 
Q>lnaibia  fre«d  from  tbeir  pre«enoe. 

Tbit  completes  Um  first  period  ot  the  oampugD  agalhst  the  hostile  Nez  PerctSa. 

SnxdfD  PxBJOD— Campaign  iriUoU  the  Departmait. 

Mr  lint  plan,  whioh  I  commenoed  the  niorning  of  Jnly  19  to  execnte,  waa  tt>  leave  a 
>ffliJl  gar  rial  u  at  Kaniiah,  proceed  with  my  figbtinK-furce  by  the  nay  of  the  Mallan  rnnd 
^1  Uiwonla,  Moot.,  picking  np  tweoty  days'  supplies  at^eniston  ra  routr,  1  Uelievi-d 
tbM  Kaior  Green  with  hia  Boise  force  would  arrive  nitbin  a  week,  and  soRiuiently 
Cnird  Camas  Prairie  and  npisbborinK  country  against  auy  Buiall  acoutiiis  parties 
ihit  the  hoatilea  might  have  left  behind,  and  1  knew,  further,  that  Cnlond  Wb>;at»B'a 
Ftvinifiil  (Second  Infantry)  would  reach  LewUton  iu  Heason  to  keep  everything  quiet 
tti  I hf  north  and  west  among  tbe  discontented  renegades  of  other  trilv  s.  livoahall-nuf 
luCold  Spring  with  the  cavalry — artillery  and  infantry  being  already  there — when 
hitnapm  came  lo  me  from  Colonel  Wat  kins  and  Mr.  Uonteltb,  the  Indian  inspectur 
itid  iK'nti  'b>t  tbe  Indians  were  tnrniug  back  toward  Kaniiab  ;  and  soon  after  froui 
ihr  Hon.  6. 8.  Fenn,  that  parties  of  Indians  were  burning  houses  along  the  North  Furk 
<>f  CIranraler;  and  from  Captain  Throckmoiton,  commanding  at  Kaniiab,  that  l.hey 
■rrn  tbnatcoing  hia  position  ;  a  little  later  from  Jiunus  Sawyer,  bead  chief  of  the  Ka- 
italit.  that  several  hundrud  of  bis  people's  puuius  had  joat  been   stoltiu  by  the  hoa- 

I  now  know  that  tbe  alarm  was  occasioned  by  a  email  observing  party  that  had  fol- 
^■ed  our  cavalry  on  Its  return  tirom  the  Lo  Lo  trail,  and  that  tbe  onty  Qiiscbirf  dulia 
bt  tbem  waa  the  stealing  some  of  tbe  Kamiah  ludians'  hotsea.  But  at  the  time,  iba 
'iriteoieDt  was  too  real  to  admit  of  my  leaving  tbe  vicinity,  till  Oreeu  or  Wbeaton 
■["nicl  arrive.  I  moved  my  command  lo  Croeadale's  farm  on  Csmas  Prairie,  a  point 
ilwal  'qnidistaot  from  Norton's  at  the  Cottonwooil,  from  Rocky  Calinn  on  tbe  Silt- 
i''>iD,  tntm  iioaat  Idaho,  and  from  the  forks  of  the  Clearwater,  and  only  IG  luitea  from 
Kamiah  hem  I  waited  gathering  in  my  snppliea. 

Having  modified  my  plan,  I  embodied  it  in  General  Held  Orders  No.  3,  as  follows : 


(General  FIsId  Orders  Ko.  3. 1 

"I.  The  hostile  Indiaos,  according  to  tbe  latest  Information,  having  retreated  via  the 
Li  1,0  trail  toward  Montana  Territory,  leaving  but  a  few  families,  snppnsalily  concealed 
u  lot  rocky  faatOMWOs  of  the  Suake  and  Salmon  Kiveni  oonntry,  it  is  directed — 

"That  (wo  otlamos  and  a  reserve  hball  operate  as  follows: 

"A.  The  light  oolomn,  pemonally  commanded  by  the  department  commander,  cnii- 
v'tiDgof  tbe  battalion  of  artillery  under  command  of  Capt.  Marcus  P.  Mitli;r,  F>mrtli 
Axillrrj,  tbe  batulion  of  iufuotry  cummandHil  by  C»pt.  Evan  Miles,  Twetity-Hr»C 
li'iJDtry,  and  a  battalion  of  fonr  compsnies  ot  cavalry  nnder  commind  of  UuJ.  George 
H  l>iDfonl,  Firat  Cavalry,  will  imnienlat^ly  upon  the  arrival  of  Mujnr  Green's  force 
rrniu  Bai><,  euter  npon  direct  pursuit  of  the  ludiaus  over  tbu  Lo  Lu  trail.  Olijective 
I>-iHt.  Minoala  City,  Mont, 

"K.  The  leO  ealnran,  commanded  by  C  1.  Frank  Whoaton,  Second  Infantry,  consiat- 
''■X  at  hia  force  of  infantry,  increased  by  a  battalion  of  cavulry  to  be  counnanded  by 
'  "1.  Cnvicr  G  over.  First  Cavalry,  aod  composed  aa  futluwa,  viz : 

"Cetapauies  F  (Perry'a)  and  H  (Trimlile's),  First  Cavalry,  and  two  oompaniea  (400) 
ir Washington  Territory  Moanr«d  Volautesrs  will  proceed  northward  b7  wavof 
!lvif[niaD'a  Cieek  and  Cmiir  d'Alene  Misaiun.  Objective  point,  Mitssoula  City,  Mont. 
IV  design  of  this  column  will  be  : 

"1.  A  eoHKieratioQ  with  tbe  right  column :  frequent  commnnications  to  he  kept  up  by 
lataaot  reliable  eonriera  via  the  reserve  columu  near  Mount  Idaho. 

"2.  By  oveiswiug  malcontent  ludians, or  occupying  their  atteution  to  prevent  any 
r*-*Dfnrc«DraatBUrtbe  hoatile  Indians,  and  ehoald  the  latter  attempt  toTelnro  through 
<hr  CitoT  d'Alene  coontry,  lo  engage  them. 

'*3.  Toqniet  tbe  feara  and  appteteDsious  of  the  settlers,  that  tbey  may  Tetnni  to  their 
pfacefnl  parsaits. 

"1  A  eotdial  eo-operatfon  witb  tbe  ofRoials  of  tbe  Interior  Department  to  tbeir  en- 
<t-avnr  to  aettle  diapates  and  coDlroveraiea  between  so-called  friendly  Indiana  and 
■tttkis. 
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"CnlODel  WbentoD  iri11,  m  aoon  as  pract'oable,  furoiah  tbe  oommBlidiiiK  offleet  nt 
Fort  Lapna),  Idaho,  with  a  small  detachment  of  ten  or  fifteen  meo,  and  will  l«ave  a  ' 
gaard  at  Lewistou  anfficient  to  protect  the  main  depot. 

"  Finuliy,  recent  indications  of  a  recon  centra  tie  n  of  fuji^tiTe  hoatile  Indians  on  tbe 
LoLo  trail  bavin);  altered  the  department  comuiander's  original  intention  of  pDraainf; 
tbe  nortbern  roul«iu  pepion,  he  dusirea  that  ttie  commander  of  tho  left  calanin  excrciw 
the  great«Bt  cantion  in  the  anticipation  and  prevention  of  complications  lendine  to 
canae  an  iucreaae  of  allioa,  either  direct  or  iudirecl,  to  those  Indiuua  now  acraallj  at 

"  C.  The  reserve  oolnmn  will  bo  commanded  bj  Mai-  John  Green.  First  Cavalry,  and 
-will  conaiat  of  tbe  troopa  from  Bniae,  exceptioK  tbe  cavalry  deaifcnaied  to  accompany 
the  rJKht  column,  increased  by  L  Companr  (Whipplu'a)  and  E  Coaipany  (Wintcra's,) 
First  Cavalry,  and  a  body  of  Warm  Spring  Indian  aconts. 

"MHjor  Green  will  liicate  bis  main  forceator  near  Croesdale'a  farm,  Cottonwood  Creek, 
protecting  with  at  least  one  company  and  two  piecea  of  artillery  the  sabdepot  at 
Kamiah,  and  maintalninK  a  small  ontpoeC  at  Honnt  Idaho  aa  a  nncleus  tor  tbe  HonnI 
Idaho  and  GmngevilleVoliintveTa.  He  will  closely  watch,  by  means  of  scon  ting-parties 
and  palrols.  tbe  crossings  of  the  Sonth  Fork  of  the  Clea'water  River  and  Salmon  Rirer, 
e.  g.,  tbe  forks,  Kamiah,  Dunnn-ell'M  Ferry,  &c.,  on  the  former,  and  Wh]t«  Bird  Creek, 
Bocky  CaOnn,  &a.,  ou  the  latter.  The  connCry  Letween  the  Salmon  and  Snake  Rivera. 
and  lieyond  the  forks  of  tbe  Sonth  Fork  of  Clearwater  Kivur,  will  be  thoroughly  and 
constantly  sconrod  by  scon  ting -parties,  ita  niost  hidden  receasea  probed  by  the  Warm 
Spring  Indians,  and  any  scouts,  little  parties,  or  biding  famiiiea  left  by  tbe  Itostile  lu- 
dians,  be  captnred  and  brongbt  in.  Major  Qreen  will  forward  promptly  commnnica- 
tlons  between  tbe  operating  culumns. 

"  II.  The  right  column  will  move  well  acrass  tbe  Sonth  Fork  of  the  Clearwater  Kvcr. 
BO  as  to  be  ready  to  take  its  departure  from  tbeWey-ipe  Monday,  the  30th  inataiil. 
Colonel  Wheatnn  will  endeavor  to  make  tbe  movement  of  the  Irft  oolnmn  northward 
as  nearly  aimultaneons  nitli  tbe  movement  of  tbe  right  column  aa  possibli'.  It  is  dit- 
ijirable  that  any  aeoessary  delay  in  tbe  left  column  take  place  aa  far  northward  (ntiar 
the  Cosnr  d'Alene  country)  as  possible. 

"  Each  column  will  be  suppliud  with  20  days'  small  rations,  and  will  take  with  it  a 
herd  of  aa  many  steers  as  Decsstiary.  As  a  guneral  rule  forage  will  not  be  carried,  but 
will  be  obtained  en  rOHle. 

'•  III.  Tbe  Lewiston  depot  is  deaignatied  as  the  maio  depot  for  the  army  in  the  fie'd. 
The  general  staff  will  keep  it  well  luruisbed  with  at  least  three  months'  auppliee  in  ad- 

''  By  command  of  Brigadler-QeDeral  Howard. 

"  B.  H.  FLETCHER,  I 

"  Flnl  Litulwanl  T»mtii-fir»t  iMfantr),  A.  A.  D.  C." 

In  execution  of  this  order  my  movement  commences  Thursday,  the  S6tfa  of  Joly, 
tbn  first  iiiaroh  being  to  Kamiah. 

The^tb,  with  McConville's  eighteen  volnnteeTB,  while  the  right  column  is&Membling 
and  crossitjg  tbe  river,  I  make  a  pecvonal  recniinaiSBauce  to  the  Little  Catnas  Prairie, 
11  miles  distant,  and  find  no  signs  of  the  families  of  tbe  hostile  Indians  suspected  lo 
be  there.  Aft«r  this  reconnaissance  the  volunteers  retnm  bnine.  During  my  abneccv. 
M:0»r  Saoford,  First  Cavalry,  arrives  at  Kamiah,  with  Beadire's,  (K),  Carets  (I),  snd 
Wagui^r's  (C)  compauiea.  (This  i a  tbe  first  appvarance  of  Major  Green's  troops.)  The 
!f9[b  of  July  ia  apeut  in  crossing  the  cavalry  and  supplies  and  completing  tbe  prepita- 
tlona  or  the  movement  over  the  Lo  Lo  trail. 

The  30th  (Monday),  tbe  march  beyond  tbe  ClearwBt«T  enmrnenoes.  A  beavy  sod 
oonllnnnua  rain  renders  tbe  monntainons  trail  slippery  and  exceedingly  difficnlt.  Tbo 
trail  runs  for  the  moat  part  through  pine  forests,  with  thick  anderbrush  and  fallpii 
timber.  There  are  occasional  openings.  At  tbe  Camas  Prairie  (the  Wey^-ipe)  there  ia 
grazing  and  good  water.     Here  we  encamp,  having  made  IC  mites. 

Tbe  3lat,  the  weather  is  clear,  the  trail  narrow  and  difficult  irom  fallen  timber  and 
miry  hog-holea.    At  our  camp  we  bad  fair  grasing. 

Duiiug  Angnat  1,  2,  3,  aud  4  onr  way  is  made  thningb  a  Tongb  wildemefli,  fnt 
the  Dioat  part  along  what  is  called  a  "divide,"  or  narrow  and  winding  cmt,  wlirn 
we  find  acarcely  grass  enough  to  kpep  onr  animala  alive.  Dnring  the  4tb,I  am  met  b; 
two  Diessengera  that  I  had  sent  ten  days  before  from  my  camp  at  Croeadole's  farm  to 
Missonla.  They  bear  to  me  a  message  from  Captain  Rawn,  Seventh  Infantry,  sajing 
that  the  Indiana  had  been  permitted  topasstbronKbtbe  Lo  Lo  CaD on,  and  were  moving 
slowly  up  tbe  Bitter  Root  Valley,  and  tbnt  Colonel  Gibbon  was  expected  at  MiMonla 
immediately.  Tbia  dispatch  determines  me  to  divide  my  command,  with  the  hope  of 
foctn I ng  junction  with  Gibbon  earlier  than  I  could  with  the  whole. 

August  5,  I  march  tbe  cavalry  21  miles,  camping  after  dark  at  soother  fork  of  tbe 
Clearwater,  where  there  is  not  a  particle  of  fooa  for  the  animals. 

Before  breakfasting  the  6th,  the  command  moves  at  dawn  till  gCMS  U  rea«lied  at 
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Sammit  Prairie.  After  f^xinn  foe  a  few  honra,  ire  pnnh  on  to  Hot  Sprioi^.  wbere  we 
Mil  aumfager  from  Colonel  Qibbon  blmBulf.  He  liail  left  Missniila  tiie  4th,  and  was 
iDpnnnit  nftbe  bostilea.  He  wisbeR, if  poeaible,  I  grt  to  litiu  n  hnoHreil  cnvnlrj'.  The 
uw  light  I  iliap&tch  two  coiirien  to  lat  Colonel  Gibbon  know  that  I  am  malting  the 
i^l^t poraible  marches  with  my  cavalrf,  and  will  preH  it  in  peraon,  Uriugiug  bini 
IvnlmndrHd  iaRt«ad  of  one. 

TbeTlh,frDn3  Hot  Sprinitri,  I  send  an  aid-ite-camp  ahead  to  Minaonla,  to  secnre  fomge 
•nd  other  mpplisa,  and  have  them  meet  ns  at  the  month  of  the  Lo  Lo  Pork  of  the  Bitter 
EmI,  u  that  tbere  ahall  he  no  delay  in  the  march.  This  day  the  trail  is  tonnd  to  be 
nra  more  trfini;  (o  the  animals  than  before,  bnt  we  came  at  the  and  of  !hi  miles  out 
ul ibe timber  and  mountain  trail  into  excellent  ^(razing. 

AnKnit  S,  leaving  the  camp  by  dawn,  we  soon  reach  Captain  Rawn's  fortifications, 
"nw  Ticant,  )i^  the  Lo  LiO  Canon,  and  are  shown  by  a  citizen  wliere  the  Indians 
uttsded  this  heights  on  bis  right  and  passed  his  flank  without  hinderanoe.  He  had 
ibniit  t went; -five  regular  troops,  with  about  two  hundred  volnuteers. 

ll  MenM  that  the  Indians  really  negotiated  their  way  by  promising  the  citizens  that 
tlKjwoolddotbemaohano  if  permitted  to  pass  by  nnnioleeted.  Capt«in  Rawn  thongbt 
ii  vuer  nnder  the  ciroomstHnoeB,  to  let  thrm  go  than  attempt  a  tight,  which  hefeareii 
■Mid  be  disutrone.  The  position  was  a  very  strong  one,  and  it  t«  to  be  regreltfd 
ibattbe  Indians  eootd  not  nave  been  met  and  driven  back  npon  me.  It  was  with  & 
lupe  of  snob  a  teanit  Uiat  1  hod  sent  dispaTches  in  advance  as  soon  as  the  ludlana 
■tilted  upon  the  LoLo  trail.  In  trnth.I  sbonldhavB  bean  in  Miuionia  by  the  nortbem 
mile  in  leaaoo  bad  1  opt  been  detained  by  the  reports  of  the  retnm  of  the  hostiles  after 
ti»}  bad  started  for  Hontana.  This  day  onr  snpplies  met  us  as  provided,  and  we  sac- 
emlfd  in  making  a  in  are  b  upon  good  roads  otM  miles. 

The  9th  wo  proceeded  np  the  Bitter  Root  Valley,  making  a  little  over  SO  miles,  the 
ciFiJij  hoises  being  loo  weak  to  go  farther.  We  got  word  from  some  citizens  retarn- 
iojt  cnnccTDing  Gibbon's  progress.  He  had  passed  bevond  Ross's  Hole  and  was  making 
npiSlr  in  wagons  for  Big  Hole  Valley  in  cUfse  pursuit. 

The  momiLig  »f  the  lOlh,  feeliug  very  aniioua  to  form  jnnction  with  Gibbon  or  com- 
nniieite  with  bim,  1  ba*e:iO  of  tbe  best  horses  picked  out,  5  from  eacb  company,  noder 
(nomand  of  Lieatenant  Bsoon,  First  Cavalry,  and  tnke  this  detachment  with  the  In- 
dlM  leonts,  17  in  number,  as  escort,  and  ride  all  day  fr  um  4  a.  m.,  generally  at  a  trot, 
niking  at  sundown  &3  miles ;  the  last  Ifi  miles  wss  over  tbe  R/icky  Mountain  divide. 
Hfk  I  foand  myself  from  Ih  to  18  miles  from  Colonel  Gibbon's  position.  Beven  volnn- 
l«n  who  bad  left  after  his  battle  met  ui  no  the  road  Jnit  hefi>re  we  encumpud. 
mi  pre »  Ii^rful  picture  of  mattere  at  the  front.  They  report  thstColnnel  Gibbon  had 
Wnsneens'Dlat  Arstio  yest«n]By'8  battle,  bnt  that  the  enemy  had  rallied  and  driven 
him  into  a  dangeroos  poeitioi,  taking  bis  artillery,  cut  nif  bis  snpplioB,  and  killed  and 
VDoiided  more  than  balf  of  hia  force,  including  all  of  his  olHoeni  but  one,  and  that  he 
*M  in  diitrees,  withont  blankets  or  food  or  a  medical  officer.  1  knew  tbat  men  escap- 
ine  from  tbe  field  invariably  exaggerate  tbe  borrors  of  a  battle,  and  made  dne  allowance 
M  rtii  accoDDt  for  their  stories.  Yet  I  was  Intensely  aaxioas  for  Gibbon's  cnmmand 
1111 1  came  in  sight  of  it,  between  nine  and  ten  the  next  d»y.  His  wagons  were  near 
liii  fortified  camp,  his  men  were  bathing  and  washiug  tbeir  clotbee  at  the  creek,  and 
HicbaraesgrBEingqnietly  in  the  bottom.  There  was  no  sign  of  an  enemy  in  the  vicinity. 
Onrucbinghts  position,  which  was  on  a  wooded  point  JnsC  abovethe  willow  bottom,  we 
^ndCirioael Gibbon's  command,  covered  by  small  barricades,  with  many  wounded,  in- 
ilidiDg  Colonel  Gibbon  himself,  bnt  all  Dheerl'itl  and  rnntldent  as  troops  are  wnnt  to  be 
"bobaveremained  in  position  and  slept  on  the  field  of  battle.  The;  hail  saved  their  sup- 
plitait  the  naerrecainp.ezoeptiDg  about  ^ifXfO  rounds  ofammuuition  captured  while  fa 
"Mif  to  tbe  front.  After  his  first  sncceufiil  ossanlt  at  dawn  on  the  !)th,  Colonel  Gibbon 
M withdrawn  to  tbis  point,  and  bod  bean  very  much  antioyed  by  Indian  shaqi-sliootern 
poled  in  fovorBblepoittionaabove  and  beyond  bim,  some  of  them  being  between  him  and 
liiilnpply-camp.  When  Id  this  conditinn,  tbe  evening  of  tbe  9tb,  Sergeant  Sutherland, 
(^laQ;B,F^r8t  Cavalry,  whom  I  had  sent  fhim  Hot  Springs,  Lo  Lo  trail,  reached  him 
■id  rapdrted  that  I  was  coming.  Colonel  Gibbon  said  this  gave  them  great  enconrage- 
iDMitaudtbe  men  cheered.  Ahead  of  ns,  during  the  last  lU  or  13  miles,  the  fresh  inoc- 
tuia-tracksof  an  Indiansooatindioated  that  the  hostiles  were  atiprlsed  of  myspproanh 
"e  that  tbongh  we  were  not  permitted  to  participate  in  tbe  battle,  which  evidently  did 
ibe  IndjaDB  mneh  damage,  yet  our  extraordinary  marches  and  early  approach  were  not 
lost,  for  tbe  Indians  bad  abandoned  their  apparent  advantage  and  left  Colonel  Gib- 
hoe's  pualtioo  »t  eleven  i/cloak  the  night  before  onr  arrival.  When  I  met  the  seven 
TDlnntenB  from  Gibbon's  battle,  the  evening  of  tbe  10th,  a  messenger  was  immedi- 
■tclf  ditpMefaed  who  went  back  40  miles  to  order  forward  the  cavalry.  A  messenger 
hooi  CtdDnel  Gibbon's  sapply-aamp  was  sent  me  by  Sergeant  Sntberland,  who,  taking 
■eether  nmte,  passed  on  to  my  camp  witbont  meeting  me.  Major  Mason,  in  charge. 
WDds  htrt  to  ttM  Inlantry,  at  least  two  morcbee  in  rear,  to  hasten  forward,  and  moves 
oBwilli  tbe  cavaJty,  comiDg  np  on  the  afternoon  of  the  I'Jth.  Colonel  GiblKin  had  also 
«atadi^*tal>,b^g^Dg  tbatamedtcal  ofSeer  be  s^nt  to  biiD.    This  dispatch  alio 
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psMed  me  by  at  roulr.  BnrKeon  C.  T.  Alexander  Knd  AMiHtaot  Sorf^D  Pitzgenid, 
bPlDK  present  with  the  Okvalry,  made  the  ride  of  63  inilee  without  rent,  reocbiuK  G  b 
hon'tt  Ckmp  ten  hoore  bufure  the  ooninikad.  They  were  thanked  by  the  colonel  for  tlie 
prompt,  eneotiva,  tuul  geneioaa  aid  which  they  rendered  to  mora  than  30  woanded 
officers  atid  men. 

The  Dext  dtiy,  the  13th  of  An^niit,  Colonel  Gibbon,  with  the  wonnded,  atarta  for  Deer 
Lodge,  detaitiufi  to  accomnnny  uiy  cavalry  fifty  of  Lia  command  noder  Captain  Brown- 
ing, Seventh  Infantry.  Hopin);  to  overtake  the  enemy  before  he  geta  beyond  the  Bi)( 
Hole  Valley,  1  enj^age  to  nermit  thia  company  to  retaro  home  from  Bannack  City,  SO 
uiilea  diatant.  I  march  23  milea  and  pitch  camp,  and  here  I  am  overtaken  by  Captain 
Wella's  and  Lientrnant  Humphrey's  companiea,  fifty  atronftf  in  wagona.  A  conrisr  ar- 
liVM  from  Horse  Prairie  with  the  story  that  eight  men  haid  been  mnrdeted  near  tbe 
head  of  that  valley  the  DiKht  before ;  that  the  enemy,  inatead  nf  pasainf  near  Bannack 


City,  had  left  the  Big  Hole  oonutry  hy  a  pass  to  Horae  Prslrie,  farther  to  the  right, 
oaired  Bloody  Dick  CaDou. 
From  my  full  oouvioiiun  that  the  Indians  were  working  toward  their  old  hannts  ic 


City,  1 

Froi.      „  .  

the  BuShIo  oonutry,  and  were  only  deviating  to  blind  our  parauit  and  get  aapplies  for 
themaelvea  undisturbed  by  large  settlements,  I  reaolved  to  bead  them  off  by  pushing 
(o  their  left  first  at  some  pmnt  along  tbe  atage-road  from  Deer  Lodn  to  Corinne  or 
at  Honrv  Lake;  ao,  In  that  view,  1  determine  to  oontinne  my  mareh  through  Ban- 
nack. 

Tneaday,  the  14th,  we  march  35  milra.  More  meeaengers  arrive  from  Horse  Prairie, 
bearing  a  letter  frum  Sheriff  Brar.  The  Indians  left  the  head  of  porse  Prairie,  hearing 
to  the  ri^ilit,  and  went  directly  tnronch  the  Strphunson'e  Ca&on  pass  toward  the  jnno- 
tion  in  Lfuchi  Valley.  A  tew  hostile  raiders  having  secured  some  200  horses  from 
Horse  Prairie;  also  some  straitgling  parties  were  reported  as  at  the  bead  of  the  prairie 
and  moving  as  if  to  return  to  Bloody  Dick  Cafion,  and,  being  ao  near  tbe  Indians,  I 
delerniined  tonttAin  Captain  Browuiiig'a  command  a  little  while  longer.  Do  tbe  I5tb, 
sending  Lieutenant  Adams,  First  Cavalry,  ahead  to  secure  supplies  and  forward  th--m 
to  the  camp,  we  leave  Bannack  City  a  little  to  oor  left,  and  march  on  to  Barrett's 
ranch.  A  meesa);e  from  Colonel  Shoup.of  the  volunteers,  show*  that  the  Indians  liave 
enveloped  the  temi-orar;  fort Ltioati una  at  the  junction,  Lemhi  Valley,  which  euatati  s 
some  fnrty  people,  and  that  he  himself  with  some  sixty  Bannack  voliiuteeni  had  recon- 
uoitered  their  canip  and  found  them  too  strong  fur  him.  The  Indian  camp  was  situ- 
ated west  of  the  Janotion,  and  Colonel  Shoup,  with  his  men,  was  near  Fort  Lembi.  I 
was  urged  by  everybody  I  met  troiu  I^mhi  and  Hurse  Prairie  tu  go  straight  to  Lembi, 
and  by  Colonel  Shoup  to  tttke  my  nay  hy  the  fort.  Bat  with  the  same  conviot-oa  as 
ever,  I  knew  that  my  iiarsuit  of  tliem  by  a  Btern.«haae  would  be  hopeless,  should  I  a.- 
tempt  to  do  this.  Yet,  for  fear  that  tney  might  murder  more  people  befure  leaving 
Lembi  Valley,  I  agreed  to  try  and  intercept  them  by  a  trail  that  would  put  ne  eaatof 
tUeir  position.  In  tbe  night  I  was  relieved  of  my  Hnibamissmeut  by  another  courier, 
bearing  intelligence  that  tbe  Indians  had  moved  rapidly  eastward  in  the  direction  of 
Birch  Creek,  agreeing  with  tbe  people  of  the  fortlticutious  not  to  harm  tfaem.  There- 
fore, on  the  tOtb,  I  continue  my  march  for  the  stHge-ruul,  bnpiug  to  reaoh  tbe  point 
where  the  Indians  will  oross  it  befuie  they  can,  whether  tliey  emerge  by  Sheep  Creek 
basin  or  Hediciue  Lodge.  Two  companiea  ufvuluuCeere,  Captaius  Stswart  and  Clarke, 
hud  Joined  me  tbe  day  befure  at  Horse  Prairie.  As  1  was  luuving  this  murning  a  cou- 
rier comes  up,  bringiug  a  note  fmin  Captalu  Clarke,  which  sta:BH  that  these  oom pan ies 
have  resolved  to  make  two  days'  march  into  Medicine  Lodj^e  Valley  and  then  return 

1  immediately  send  an  aid,  Lient  C.  E.  8.  Wood,  to  explain  my  movement,  and  to 
showthein  tbat  theirs  will  be  likely  to  result  as  adivuniuu  in  favor  of  tbe  enemy,  and 
request  that  tbey  move  near  my  right  Hank,  watchiuK  ail  approacbes  from  the  riicht. 
They  consider  the  matter,  and  for  some  reason  return  home.  Weeucauip  at  Red  Rock 
stage-station. 

Un  the  ITth.the  march  is  oontiDuedfor23  miles  to  Junction  Btalion.  Captain  Brown- 
ing, with  bis  cummsnd,  having  been  detached,  aets  out  for  Deer  Lodge.  As  noun  aa 
we  are  encamped,  M^jor  Sanford,  commanding  tbe  cavalry,  selecte  forty  (40)  cavalry- 
men who  had  horses  in  the  best  eoudilion  of  any  in  tbe  battalion,  and  details  Ltenr, 
George  R.  Bacon,  First  Cavalry,  to  command  them.  I  send  this  picked  force,  increased 
by  the  Indian  scoute  nniler  their  captain, Mr.  Orlando  Bobbins,  with  inatrnctlons  tOMIi 
out  at  midnight,  and  proceed  by  Bed  Bock  Lake  tu  Hynhold's  Pass,  near  Hanry  Lake, 
with  a  view  of  intercepting  aud  hlnderiog  the  ludians  should  they  oome  in  that 
direction,  or  of  procuring  and  transmitting  to  me  early  information  of  value. 

This  expeditioD  was  resolutely  undertaken.  While  at  the  Jauution,  anothar  com- 
pany of  volunteers,  under  Captain  Calloway,  arrives  from  Virginia  City,  Hon  tana,  sod 
go  into  camp. 

While  here  I  am  visited  by  the  superintendent  of  the  stage-road,  Hr.  SsJisborj,  who 
informs  me  that  tbe  stage'line  has  been  interrupted,  and  tbat  Indians  liava  already 
been  seen  bejond  tbe  Dry  Creek  Btatioo.    Several  uitUen-saoBte,  with  Hr.  Cbwles 
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I'HltoB,  an  mdC  to  PleaMat  Volley,  BDiI  beyood,  to  watch  tbo  enemy.  Durmg  th« 
iiiit  uotlier  agent  of  tbe  load,  Mr.  Pollinfter,  ridee  back  in  bnBte  from  Pleanaat  Val- 
•I!,  btingiDg  an  a^[eut  dispatch  &om  Mr.  Saliiibury  as  to  the  ooudition  of  thinga  at  tbe 

Jhwt. 

Itudnot  qaite  determiiieil  at  this  time  whether  to  pnsb  my  main  colomo  down  the 
lul  with  the  risk  of  the  Indians  ^tting  past  me,  tbey  baviug  tbe  shorter  line,  or  to 
■twl  it  to  Henry  Lake  by  the  trail  north  of  the  divide.  On  tbe  morning  of  tbe  IHth 
liltlsy  my  command  in  camp,  hoping  to  give  the  animala  rest  and  crazing,  till  three 
;ti  [be  alWnioon,  bnt  go  forward  myself  to  Pleasant  Valley.  While  oo  the  road  my 
Heat*  briog  me  word  that  tbe  lodiaos  are  Jo  force  near  Dry  Creek  Station,  aud  that 
liej  all  have  not  yet  croascd  the  road,  and  that  tnruiug  off  at  that  station  is  the  best 
puauliteroBd  to  Henry  Lake.  Upon  ihJs  informatiou  I  seut  fur  my  command  at  ouce, 
uul  it  is  nraird  forward  with  tbe  Dtinost  rapidity  to  Dry  Creuk  Station,  the  rrar  of 
ihp  Folunm  not  getting  into  camp  nntil  10  p.m.  Captain  Norwood,  with  his  Com- 
p*nT.  L  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  who  had  overtaken  my  command  in  the  morning  be- 
fne  ll  marched,  encamped  at  the  same  point  with  us.  Part  of  tbe  voluoteers  returned 
Iximr  fiunj  the  Junclion,  and  the  remainder  came  up  to  Pleasant  Valley  aud  staid 
U^cre  Ibat  night.  Here  Lieuteuaot  Bensoa  Joins,  baviag  been  seot  forward  by  Colo- 
ccl  (iibbon  with  iuHtructiona  to  organize  the  voliinleers  and  head  off  the  Indians  be- 
yur  they  tball  emerge  from  Medicine  Lodge  ;  bnt  as  I  had  anticipated  the  movement, 
u-i)  u  the  majority  of  the  volunteers  had  already  relumed  home,  he  aslied  to  be  as- 
utari  to  daty,  and  waa  ient  aa  a  lieutenant  to  Captain  Norwood.  The  next  day, 
^iDdsy,  (he  t9tb,  we  leave  the  stage-line  and  take  the  road  to  our  left,  aooa  coming 
inbi  (he  large  Indian  trail. 

The  Bommatid  makee  oanip  m  miles  distant,  Just  acTo«B  the  Camaa  Meadows,  iinite 
utif  ID  tbe  afternoon,  and  take  upa  very  strong  natural  position  on  tbe  flrat  elevated 
j;iwiiid  which  overlooka  tbe  meadowetowanl  the  west  and  some  lava-beils  toward  the 
Dorfh  and  east-  The  t^avalry  waa  posted  in  line  of  battle  oovoring  the  camp ;  the 
ii.futry  in  reserve  near  the  creek,  and  great  pains  taken  by  my  inspector,  MaJ.  £.  C. 
Ibaau.  Twenty-firal  lutantry,  to  oover  the  oamp  with  pickets  in  every  direution.  Be- 
ian'  Digbt  every  animal  was  bToogbt  within,  the  horses  tied  to  the  picket-ropes,  the 
uimiu  witb  tbe  few  wagons  to  their  wagona,  aud  the  bell-mares  oi  [he  paok-traloa 
■t  rr  bebUed.  Captain  Calloway's  volnuteers  came  up  and  encamped  about  one  hun- 
Jn<l  yards  from  ine,  across  a  creek.  They  are  between  two  streams  ot*  water  whose 
binka  were  fringed  by  thickets  of  willows.  Two  or  three  Indiaie  were simn  by  iiue  ot 
MiTMoatr  Just  before  night,  but  as  this  was  an  ordinary  oocurreuue,  it  excited  UtU« 
b'lice.  An  nnoBoal  feeiiug  ofsecurity  pervaded  the  oamp.  My  command,  with  Liea- 
imaal  Baeun'a  detsebment  absent,  did  not  at  this  time  exceed  in  effectiveuess  one 
liQuiiml  cavalry  and  fifty  infauCry.  This  wju,  however,  sufficieut  for  any  defensive 
TMt]nse.  The  enemy  were  encamped  16  or  lij  miles  farther  on  toward  Henry  Lake. 
Tlifystarted,  as  we  subsequently  learned,  bafure  sunset  on  Sunday  evening,  and  rode 
Wk  to  onr  position  and  worked  thomselves  carefully  aroun<l  our  camp,  sending  into 
t!w  herd  a  few  skillful  men. 

WhcD everything  was  in  readiness  a  column  of  fours,  bo  mnch  like  one  of  our  oom- 
psoits  in  movemeDt  as  to  deceive  in  tbe  night,  approached,  at  a  walk,  the  picket-line 
^sDf-  thernad;  tbe  oulumn  is  challenged,  bnt  not  giving  satisfactory  answer,  the 
fi'X  fires ;  then  im mediately  there  is  firing  from  every  quarter.  The  citizens'  camp  Is 
^dr  this  approacb,  and  many  of  their  horses  break  away,  all  Che  mnles  between  the 
:*'i  creeks  an  easily  slaoipeded,  and  a  rush  is  made  for  the  other  animals.  Oar  men 
■n-  >|iiickly  dreeaed  and  in  position,  our  horses  at  tbe  p i eke t- rupee ;  the  mules  wltli 
X'imiut's  company,  pjost  of  the  animals  at  tbe  wagons,  aud  at  least  half  uf  the  horses 
<l  ibc  votanteer  campany  are  saved ;  but  the  enemy  escaped  in  tbe  darkness  with 
»niK  150  pack-animals  and  horses.  Though  there  was  considerable  flriog,  some  of  the 
IniMa  striking  the  wagons,  yet  fortunately  but  one  man  of  tbe  command  was  bit,  and 
!» iinly  atigfatly  wonnded.  In  a  few  minutes,  as  soon  aa  I  was  informed  of  what  bad 
^ullii],  I  ordered  Htijor  Sanford  to  have  tbe  cavalry  saddle  up  at  once  and  to  mors 
Kt  just  as  soon  aa  it  was  light  enough  to  see,  and  to  attempt  to  recover  the  lost  aul- 
o-il^.  Carr's,  Kurwood's,  and  Jackson's  companies  galloped  ont  a  few  minutes  later, 
irnitnpstiied  by  Major  Sanfoid  in  command.  The  moving  column  of  lodiaQS  and  aat- 
Ailitoald  then  Jast  be  discovered  four  or  five  miles  away.'  I  remained  to  organise  thtt 
Muiioiog  troops  against  an  attack  still  possible.  The  oavalry  snoceeded  in  striking 
Ok  nRaping  betd,  and  at  Qrat  reoovered  at  least  half;  bnt  many,  made  wild  by  tbe 
ituifi  aud  Che  firing,  ran  to  the  enemy.  The  Indians  had  hastily  prepared  defensea 
^iiiiid  some  rocks,  so  as  to  envelop  our  head  of  oolnmn  at  least  eight  miles  from  oar 
aiuf.  As  Captain  Cair,  iu  tbe  advance,  charged  npon  the  Indians  who  were  driving 
t^'  mnlcs,  his  company  received  the  sudden  Qie  from  this  position.  This  checked  our 
•It 'sill  movement.  Norwood  and  Carr  went  into  position  nearly  abreast  of  eaoh 
nbrr,  itbile  Jackson  with  his  company  came  up  on  the  rieht.  Now  tbe  skirmish  be- 
'mqdit«  general.  Sanford's  left  was  turned  by  a  considerable  force, and,  tu  protect 
unneir,  he  ordered  bia  men  to  draw  back.  Soon  bis  right  was  also  tnrued  and  thraat- 
■t*^.  so  that  tlier«  was  danger  of  his  being  cat  off  fcom'camp ;  therefore  he  hastened 
9»  >.>^k 
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toretirafrom  an  nntfloable  poaition.  Cftpt«in  Norwood  beeaii  to  fDlflHtbe  order  almal- 
tODeoiisly  with  the  rest,  when,  flnding  himself  preBsed  loo  bard  to  do  it  with  tafety,  be 
Mlected  a  defeoaive  poiition  and  remained,  repelling  the  enemy  from  ever;  aide.  Ab  I 
received  word  at  camp  of  tbepoHitiou  uf  affairs  at  tbe  front. I  took  Captain  Welln'a  eom- 
paiijof  infantry  and  Wagoer'a  company  of  caTalry,  and  onebowitier  under  Lleotenant 
OCia,  Fourth  ArtJlWy,  and  pushed  forward  till  I  came  up  with  ganford'a  line.    Reor- 

Sinizin^  it,  with  tbe  infuntry  uu  the  riKlit,  wd  moved  alowly  forward  till  we  came  to 
orwoiS'a  poaition,  wht-re  for  a  time  he  had  really  been  cat  off  from  the  rest  of  thetroopa. 
Id  the  eii|ta|;^ment|  Lietitt^tiant  Henaon,  eerving  with  him,  aod  5  enliatod  men  of  his 
company  were  wonndrd.  One  unliated  man  of  jHckson's  company  waa  killed  and  one 
of  Curr'a  wounded.  Ah  I  am  not  prepared  to  puah  the  pursuit  farther  at  thin  time,  we 
return  to  camp,  arriving  about  3  p.  m.  The  battnliona  of  infautry  and  artillery  over- 
take mu  ill  the  evening  about  7  o  clock.  The.v  had  that  day  made  tbe  extraoniinary 
march  of  forly-aii  miles,  by  allernatins  In  the  nae  of  waffuna.  They  were  Btimnlated 
to  tbiii  activliy  by  hearing  of  the  attack  upon  my  advance. 

Tbe  3lHt,  the  commaud  ndvaucea  eighteen  miles,  tbe  wounded,  escorted  hy  the  vol- 
nnleet^  taking  the  road  to  the  rear  by  the  way  of  Dry  Creek  to  Virginia  City  (live  of 
the  vulunt«i<ra,  bowever,  accompanied  me  on  the  maruh  aa  far  as  Henry  Lake ).  Dur- 
ing tbe  day's  niarcb  we  were  overtaken  bv  several  Bannock  ludjantt  from  Fort  Hall, 
followed  in  the  night  by  (,'aptain  BaiuUriifge,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  with  more  Indian 
BOoats,  iucrenaing  the  nuniber  to  flt^y.  Thexe.  he  told  u a,  were  sent  by  direction  of 
Ooueral  Crnok  to  report  to  me  and  aasiitt  me  agalnat  the  hostiles.  The  aoonta  were 
QDder  ttie  immediate  charge  of  Mr.  Fisher,  Captain  Bainbridge  merely  coming  to 
see  them  Hufoly  nuder  my  command. 

Next  day  wu  make. a  long  march,  and  camp  on  the  North  Fork  of  the  Snake  River  in 
a  glade  closely  hemmed  in  by  the  thick  woods.  The  Indiana  were  supposed  to  be  near 
by,  and  there  wore  rnuiora  uf  another  attempt  at  n  night  attack,  which  kept  the  oom- 
maud  on  the  oui  n'rs  and  prevented  the  usual  rest.  I  resolved  to  make  one  nioitt 
effort  to  overtake  and  attack  the  bostilea  before  they  got  beyond  Henry  Lake,  ao  that 
we  were  np  at  2  a.  m.,  and  on  the  road  before  dawn.  By  3  a.  ni.  our  Indian  acouta,  with 
tbe  colnmn  following  in  sight,  had  reached  tbe  Tncbee  Pass,  through  which  the  road 
mne  to  the  National  Park.  The  hoatiles  hod  camped  at  thia  point,  bat  were  already 
gone.  Tbe  Tacbee  Paaa  is  about  two  miles  east  of  Henry  Lake.  Being  neceeaitated  to 
obtain  BQ)>pliea  of  every  kind,  1  delayed  my  main  coumand  in  this  vicinity  for  four 
days.  Bending,  however,  Gushing,  Field,  and  Norwood  immediately,  via  Fort  Ellis,  to 
operate  frum  the  Crow  agency,  and  keeping  the  Indiau  soouts  ooostantly  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Ibe  hostile  ladians  to  determine  and  report  tbe  directions  they  might  tftke, 
and  aanoy  Iheiu  by  capturing  their  stock  if  opportunity  offered. 

stmuAitv. 

The  infantry  and  artillery  have  met  the  enemy  four  times. 

1st.  Skirmish  upon  the  Salmon.    The  ludlatis  were  acroaa  the  rivet  aud  retreat«d 
after  tbe  Bkirmiah.     Date,  Jane  'iS,  Ir^T. 
2d.  General  engagement;  battle  of  the  Clparwater.    Date,  July  11  and  12,  1877, 
3d,  SkirmiHb  at  croasing  of  Clearwater  at  Kamlab.     Date,  July  13,  1877. 
4th,  Night  attack  upon  our  camp  at  Camua  Meadows,    Date,  Augast20,  1877, 
Tbe  cavalry  has  engaged  the  enem.v  nine  times: 
iBt.  CaptainPerry'songaeement,  Jane  17,  1877;  White  Bird  Cafion. 
2d.  Capt«iD  Whipple's  Hkirmlsb  with  Looking  Glass,  July  1,  1877,  at  Forks  of  Cleftr- 

3d.  Skiruiiah  of  July  3,  1877,  near  Cottonwood  Creek. 

4th,  Sklnuish  of  July  4,  1877,  at  Norton'a  Ranch. 

5th.  Skirmish  at  the  We.v-ipc,  July  17, 1B77. 

Sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  were  in  conjauetioD  with  tbe  infantry  and  artillery, 
4H  named  above. 

The  number  of  miles  marched  by  the  active  colnmn  of  infantry  and  artlll«7  dnrins 
the  campaign  thus  far  is  over  eight  hundred. 

Tbe  Ulimper  of  mites  in  the  saddle  by  the  cavalry  now  with  me,  during  enme  period, 
laiBfoUowa:  j,^ 

Company  KCan-a),  in  saddle J.^ 

Company  C(W^ner'a),  in  saddle *.'04 

Company  B(Jack8oii'B),i''«»^'lJ« l.Ol- 

Company  K(l)ondire'Hj,'"""''l^'' "" 

From  Eamiah  to  Henry  Lake,  at  which  jioint  tbe  cavalry  and  infantry  aTrived 
toaetber,  the  oouimand  was  marching  oontinuouBly  without  a  day's  halt  36  days, 
mSkinK  an  average  of  19.3  milea  a  day ;  baggage  carried  jcenerally  by  pack-traina,  tbe 
IndiatT  trail  from  Kami  ah  to  the  Bitter  Boot  Valley  being  impuSBable  for  wagona.  The 
command  suffered  often  for  want  of  shoea,  overcoats,  and  nuderclothing  daring  the 
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lulcr  port  of  the  maroh,  owlog  to  the  rapidity  of  the  march  and  tbe  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing the  anppliea  id  HoDtana.  Another  cause  of  Berioaa  etnbarruameDt  has  beea  the 
tlHolute  want  of  loone;  by  ever^  department,  aud  tbe  neowstty  of  eiving  voucben 
Uul  do  not  even  pledge  tbe  credu  of  the  governmeat.  Tbe  wsatbei  baa  nauftlly  been 
wann  by  day,  bat  of  late  tbe  Dights  exceedingly  cold,  waW  freezing  in  bmia  over- 
Di/^t  ID  inch  thick  at  Heury  Lake,  and  also  at  other  camoB. 

The  comniaDd  baa  lised  on  the  country  aa  «?'■"'■  "■  ""—'''■ 
ptirchued  from  tbe  email  Tillages  alnng  the  n 
g)-   Accompanying  this  report  is  a  list  givinK  recognition  of  service  and  recummend- 
iiKbraveC  promotions  or  other  substantial  reivard. 

Iboagh  under  knotrn  interpretation  of  law  our  campaign  against  hostile  Indians  la 
not  ncognized  aa  war,  yet  aa  it  has  beenaauverer  tax  upon  the  energies  of  ufHoeni  and 
men  tban  any  periuil  of  the  same  length  of  onrlate  civil  war,  snrely  some  method  most 
lie  foaod  to  encourage  and  properly  reward  auch  gallantry  and  service  hardly  ever 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Brigaditr  General  V.  8.  A.,  CommtMiKtif  Deporfment  of  the  Colombia. 
To  Lieat.  Col.  J.  C.  Eblton, 

idjuta-mt-avnerat,  MilUary  Diuinaa  of  the  Faoific. 


No.  10  B. — Liiit  ofkiUed  and  wounded  in  General  Howard'i  command. 


1    Edward  K.  Tbeller , 

'■    Remin  D.  Lee 

I    Michael  Cnrrao 

I    Frank  A.  Mareball 

■    JrfinGalvin 

i    Adaluska  B.  Cranfortl  .. 

Valentine  Edwards 

)    Lawrence  Kavanagb  — 

I    James  E.  Monioncy 

'    John  J. Murphy .... 

01a£MeilsaD 

'■    JohnSbaj 

> '  John  Simpson 

'    Albert  Werner 

'    Patrick  H.  Oann 

'    ThamaBRyan  ..-.. 

Jiihn  L.  Thompson , 

'    John  Jones 

'    Charles  AnnatCDng 

'    Joteph  Blaine 

Frank  E.  Bnroh 

.  John  C.  Colbert 

Patrick  Connelly  .. 

Lawrence  K.  Danch 

John  II.  Oonne 

WilliMD  L.Hnrlb<»t.... 

Jamea  B.  Lewis 

Willum  Ltstun 

James  M.  Martin 

John  B.  HosforU) 

David  QaioUo 

Peter  Schallieo 

Andrew  Shaw 

Cbariea  Sallivan 


.  Trumpeter.. 

.  Saddler 

.    Private 


,  Corporal  — 
.  Trumpeter  - 
.   Private 
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WOUNDED 


1.  Thomas  UcI^Dghlin,  private,  Compao;  F,  First  Cavalrj.  Flesh-wound  of  right 
•rm  and  roreaiin;  conical  DallBt.  Left  in  cbargti  of  Dr.  Morria,  a  citizen  pbyaiciaoof 
Ifount  Idaho,  by  Captain  Perry,  Fiiat  Cavalry ;  dodb  with  coiuDiand. 

2.  Joseph  Keiiv,  private,  Company  H,  First  Cavalry.  Fleah-wonnd  of  left  thigh; 
ooniial  bullet.    Left  atMonnt  Idaho,  in  charge  of  Dr.  Hurria. 

These  two  mea  Joined  the  woimded  In  hospital  at  Unuigeville,  Idaho,  Jnl7  19. 


Ho. 

Name. 

Bank. 

Co. 

Begimo.  t. 

First  Cavalry. 

10 

Otto  H.  Ricler 

....do :... 

Do. 

JUtt  of  the  kilUd  and  wmnded  o, 


Jamea  A.  Workman . 
Charles  Uarqaardt  . 

Patrick  Dojle 

Charles  Clark 

Juan  Plater 

Elson  Compton 

Montaudon.. 

William  Hutchinaon 

Mayer  Cohen 

Edward  Wjkoff..., 

David  McWally 

FredOandmjer 

Charles  Simooda 


Foarth  Artillery. 

Do. 
Tffen  ty  -first  Iit&Dtr7. 

First  Cavalry. 
Twenty- first  In&Dti;. 
Ponrth  Artillery, 
Twenty -flrst  Infantry. 
First  Cavalry. 
Twenty-flratlo  fuitrr 
Do. 


L  E.  A.  Bancroft,  aaptain,  A,  Fourth  Artillery ;  conical  ball ;  left  shonlder  «Dd  tho- 
rax ;  severe  wonnd ;  ball  extracted  from  shoulder ;  apex  of  Inng  wounded. 

3.  C.  A.  Williams,  Bccond  lieutenant,  C,  Twenty-first  Infantry ;  oooical  ball ;  right 
forearm  and  right  thigh;  slight  wonnd  ;  flpsh-wonnd, 

3.  Abraham  Repert,  Bcr){eaut,  I,  Twenty-first  Infantry;  conical  ball;  left  battock; 
Mvere  wonnd  ;  ball  not  found. 

t.  Levi  Shflfi'uer,  private,  I,  Twenty-first  Infantry ;  oonioal  ball ;  right  thij^b,  Ifift 
thigh,  and  left  leg;  three  flesh-wonnds;  ball  eitraatMl. 

5.  Richard  Hanson,  nergeaDt.E,  First  Cavalry;  codIooI  hall;  right  leg;  alight 
woQud  ;  flesh-wonod. 
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G.  WiUiam  Backow,  pttvatr,  B,  Twentj-firet  Infantry ;  right  thigh ;  severe  wonod  ; 
■Dpntated  thruOKti  niiditle  third  ;  cmnpoauil  froctare  of  lawor  eitretnit;  of  femar. 

7.  Daniel  McGrath,  privatt),  H,  Twenty-first  Infantry  ;  conical  ball ;  le^,  arm  ;  severe 
woaaA  ;  reeectioo  of  Cbiee  incbes  of  bameraB. 

a  Henry  V.  Richel,  Srat  serKeaut,  C,  Ttventy-Grst  Infantry ;  round  ball;  left  thorax; 
ifTBre  woond  ;  perforating  wonod  of  thorax. 

9.  George  GrHham,  private,  E,  Fourth  Artillery ;  roand  ball ;  back  and  j  an' ;  alight; 
two  flwh-wonnds. 

ID.  Bernard  Simpeon,  sergeant,  L,FirAt  Cavalry  ;conical,ball;  left  leg;  aevece  wound; 
ball  not  fonnd. 

II.  WiUUn  Oarvin, private,  I,  Twenty-firat  Infantry;  conical  hall;  aealp  wonnd; 
dijtht  nonod. 

13^  Epbntim  Hess,  corporal,  A.Fonrth  Artillery  ;  conical  ball;  left  arm;  severs  wound  ; 
■oand  enlarged  and  eiplored  ;  fractnre  of  the  bumertm    not  comminuted. 

13.  Joseph  Held,  bugler,  First  Cavalry  ;  ci>nical  ball ;  left  foot ;  slight  wound  ;  floah- 

U,  Francis  Winters,  private,  B,  Tweuty-Grst  Infantry  ;  conical  ball ;  left  thigh  ; 
diEht  wound ;  flesh-wound. 

15.  Gottlieb  Wicknrle,  private,  I, Twenty -G rat  Infantry  ;  conical  ball;  buttook;  severa 
woDod;  flesb-wuund  through  both  biittooka. 

IG.  Fritz  Heber,  private.  M,  First  Caviilry  ;  right  arm  and  right  leg  ;  savera  wound  ; 
Inh-wounds;  conical  ball. 

IT.  Peter  Mnrphy,  corporal.  I,  Twenty-first  Infantry;  conical  ball;  right  arm  and 
IlKirai;  ball  extracted;  flesh-wounds. 

H.  William  Kenkte,  first  sergeant,  I,  Twenty-flrst  Infantry;  conioal  ball;  thonu; 
Sab-wooud. 

19.  Tbomaa  Burns,  corporal,  E,  Fourth  Artillery  ;  conical  ball ;  left  foot ;  flesh-wound. 

1».  Thomas  Connelly,  corporal,  H,  Twenty  first  Infantry ;  round  ball ;  haok ;  slight 
■oaod;  hall  extracted  ;  Beah-wouod. 

n.  Eamael  Fecguaon,  private,  B,  First  Cavalry ;  round  ball;  left  thigh;  slight  wound; 
Aeth- wound. 

"&  Frederick  Schickler,  private,  H,  Twenty-first  Infantry ;  rsund  ball ;  right  arm ; 
Irftlbigh;  riirhthaud;  three  fleah-woniidg. 

'O.  Peter  Blumeuberg,  sergeant,  E,  Fourth  Artillery;  conical  hall;  thorax;  ballex- 
tncted:  probably  not  a  penetrating  n-nucd  oftburai, 

34.  Williani  Barton,  private,  B,  Twenty-first  Infantry;  round  ball;  left  ebonldec; 
tfsb- wound. 

».  En|[ei>e  McFilmore,  corporal,  E,  Fonrth  Artillery ;  conical  ball ;  left  arm  ;  severe 
■oand;  wound  enlarged  and  explorwl ;  fractnre  of  homernii;  not  comminuted. 

%.  Charles  Cariin,  corporal,  I,  Twenty-first  Infantry ;  conical  ball ;  left  leg ;  severs 
■KiiDd;  femoral  «rl«ry  tied;  died  en  route  fyntn  elliauBtion  due  to  loss  of  blood  on  the 
field ;  poeMrior  of  artery  woonded. 

S.  Jubn  G.  Hineman,  mosician,  I,  Twenty-first  Infantry;  conical  ball;  hi^;  sevew 
voDnd;  died  en  route  from  the  field  tohoepital;  ball  paeai^d  into  the  abjominal  oav- 
ily;  urine  escaping  fWini  wound. 

I  eerti^  that  the  above  is  a  correct  list  of  the  hilled  and  wonnded  of  Qonaral  How- 
^rd'g  command,  in  bin  operations  against  the  hostile  Sex  PercS  Indianc,  of  Idaho  Ter- 
nioiy,  to  July  31,  1877,  as  returned  to  this  ofHceby  medical  officers  in  the  field. 

E.  J.  BAILY, 
lAealetiaBt-Colonrl  and  Sargeoti,  U.  S.  A,,  ^edieal  Director. 

VnttCAL  Dibbctor's  Officb,  Jaly  31, 1W7. 

Corporal  William  Mulcahy,  Company  A,  Ponrtti  Artillery,  wounded  Jnly  13, 1S77,  by 
■  iharp-shooteT ;  gnnidiot  wound  of  the  forehead  and  gouging  of  frontal  bone ;  lifle- 
Ull :  left  at  eamp  at  Kamiah. 


No.  11.— REPORT  OF  COLONEL  AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ. 

Headquartess  Bepabthent  OF  Arizona, 

Preecott,  Ariz.,  Augwtt  15,  1877. 
SiE:  I  have  tlie  lionor  herewith  to  Mibiuit  my  annual  report  of  the 
Dpei^tioiiB  in  this  department  for  the  past  year. 

With  the  exception  of  some  depredations  in  the  extreme  soatheastem 
portion  of  the  Territory,  jieace  has  prevailed  in  this  department,  and 
the  GOQDtry  has  advanced  materially  in  its  mining,  agricnltnral,  and 
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Btook-raising  iotereste.    Tbe  popalatioD  has  received  a  cODsiderable  ia- 
erease  in  the  past  year,  by  immifrration 


With  tbe  exception  of  two  or  tbree  Intercbanges  of  companies  be- 
tween posts,  DO  cbsDges  of  troops  bave  ocoarred  in  tbis  department, 
Tbe  recent  redactions  have  diminished  tbe  rank  and  file  in  this  com- 
inand  very  materially,  which,  with  tbe  lintlted  appropriations  of  last 
year,  and  the  failure  of  an  appropriation  by  Congress  for  tbe  support 
of  the  Army  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  has  seriously  affected  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  troops.  It  is  fortnnate  that  no  greater  demand  has  been 
made  for  the  services  of  tbis  command,  as  it  is  entirely  anequal  to  the 
task  that  it  may  be  called  upon  to  execute  at  any  time. 

POSTS  AKD  CAMPS. 

In  consequence  of  a  raid  last  winter  made  by  renegade  Indians  from 
the  Warm  Spring  reservation,  in  New  Mexico,  I  caused  a  temporary 
camp  to  be  established  in  the  extreme  southern  portion  of  the  Territory, 
in  the  Huachaca  Monntains,  about  12  milesfrom  the  Sonora  line,  which 
is  garrisoned  by  two  companies  of  the  Sixth  Cavalry,  drawn  from 
Camps  Grant  and  Lowell,  and  one  company  of  Indian  scouts  enlisted 
among  the  Hualpai  Indians.  As  tbe  renegades  are  believed  to  be  still 
at  large  in  tbe  almost  uninhabited  region  sontheast  of  Bowie,  where  the 
Mexican  States  of  Chihuahua  and  Sonora  corner  with  tSe  Territories  of 
Arizona  and  New  Mexico,  1  have  not  considered  it  advisable  to  return 
these  troops  to  their  stations.  Otherwise  tbe  posts  and  camps  remain 
as  they  were  established  at  tbe  date  of  my  last  annual  report. 

I  am  of  tbe  opinion  that  tbe  camp  in  tbe  Huachaca  Mountains,  as 
well  as  Camp  Thomas,  will  both  require  to  be  kept  up,  and  I  woald 
therefore  earnestly  recommend  that  an  appropriation  for  qaarters  and 
Storebonscs  be  made  in  order  that  the  troops  kept  there  may  be  made 
more  comfortable.  Thecampin  the  Huachaca  Mountains  will  be  needed 
for  the  protection  of  tbe  border  against  that  class  of  lawless  characters 
which  finds  its  greatest  safety  near  a  boundary  line  between  two  foreign 
States.  Camp  Thomas  will  be  needed  on  account  of  commanding  the 
entrance  to  the  San  Carlos  reservation,  on  which  have  been  concen- 
trated nearly  all  of  tbe  most  refractory  Indians  in  the  Territory. 

In  consequence  of  tbe  limited  appropriation  last  year,  but  little  prog- 
ress has  been  made  in  improving  the  condition  of  tbe  public  buildings  at 
tbe  various  camps  and  posts.  Tbe  building  for  headquarters  offices  was 
not  completed  until  December  last.  Tbe  money  for  tbe  parpose  was 
supplied  from  the  appropriation  for  tbe  fiscal  year  ending  June,  1876. 
It  is  a  very  substantial  and  commodious  building,  and  bas  been  eGoaom- 
icalty  conetmcted.  The  walls  are  built  of  mud  after  the  manQer  of  tbe 
prehistoric  race  of  this  country,  modified  by  the  shingle  roof  and 
wooden  floor.  Tbe  long  continued  and  slow  shrinkage  of  the  walls  in 
tbe  process  of  drying  is  an  obstacle  to  the  speedy  completion  by  this 
method  of  building,  as  tbe  plastering  mnat  be  renewed  in  every  instance. 

OPERATIONS  OF  TROOPS. 

Tbe  troops  have  continued  to  be  snccessful  in  the  pursait  of  rene- 
gades in  tbe  northern  portion  of  the  Territory.  In  the  mooth  of  Au- 
gust, 1876,  as  soon  as  tbe  troops  were  sufficiently  rested  from  tbe  long 
marches  consequent  upon  tbe  removal  of  tbe  Ohiriooboa  Indiaos  to  the 


„  Google 


OENESU.  01*  THE  AEUT.  135 

San  Carlos  reaerration,  OaptaiD  Porter,  Sigbtli  Infantry,  with  foarteeo 
»ldiera  and  twenty-six  Indian  soonts,  made  a  scout  after  renegade  la- 
diiDft  in  the  Bed  itock  coantry  north  of  Oamp  Yerde,  and  aaooeeded 
io  killing  sevea  and  capturing  eeveo  of  the  renegades. 

Daring  the  moi>tb  of  September  last,  another  scout  under  Guide  Sie- 
ber,  with  twenty-one  scouts,  killed  five  and  captured  thirteen  Indians 
Id  the  rough  country  lyiug  east  of  Oamp  Terde. 

In  October  another  scout  from  Gamp  Yerde^  consisting  of  twelve  sol- 
diers and  twenty-one  Indian  scouts,  commanded  by  Oaptain  Porter, 
Kghth  Infantry,  killed  eight  Indiana  and  captured  two  squaws,  in  the 
eoantry  east  of  Yerde,  known  as  Tonto  Basin. 

Prom  Jaunary  10  to  February  4,  of  the  present  year,  Oaptain  Bray- 
loD,  Eighth  Infantry,  with  0  soldiers  and  20  ludian  scouts,  was  out  to 
ftud  3  Indians  and  3  squaws,  renegailea  from  San  Oarlos  reservation,  at 
the  request  of  the  acting  agent.  At  various  points  in  the  Tonto  Basin 
eountry,  he  succeeded  in  killiug  18  aud  brought  in  20  prisoners,  whiub 
were  seat  back  to  San  Oarlos. 

Id  Jnne  of  last  year  the  removal  of  tbe  Ohiricahua  Indians  was  ef- 
fMted,  It  will  be  remembered  that  a  portion  of  the  Obiricahuas  escaped 
the  removal,  and  I  was  of  the  opinion  that  they  had  gone  to  the  Warm 
spring  reservatioD,  in  ^ew  Mexico.  Depredations  followed  upon  tbe 
tmraking  np  of  Ohiricahua  reservation  in  the  southeastern  portion  of  tbe 
Territory,  and  every  effort  was  made  to  secure  the  perpetrators  with 
nose  OD satisfactory  results. 

In  July  two  miners  named  Todenworth  and  Kebo  or  Oadotte,  were 
kdled  Id  the  Ohincahna  Mountains  25  miles  south  of  Bowie.  These 
Oi^u  are  referred  to  in  my  last  report.  A  small  detachment  of  cavalry 
was  sent  oat  which  buried  the  bodies  of  these  men  and  followed  the 
uaJl  of  the  perpetrators,  believed  to  be  5  ludians,  to  the  Souora  line. 
Dariug  the  month  of  July  some  stock  disappeared  from  the  headwaters 
of  the  San  Pedro  Biver.  A  portion  was  ascertained  to  have  been  taken 
\>y  Mexicans,  bnt  the  greater  portion  was  charged  to  ludians. 

September  13,  2  men  were  killed  on  the  San  Pedro  Biver.  Their 
names  were  Mowrey  and  Johnson.  Oaptain  Tupper,  Sixth  Cavalry, 
vas  sent  to  the  scene  of  the  killing,  and  his  report  threw  great  doubt 
■1*00  the  charge  that  they  had  been  killed  by  Indians.  During  the 
Buntb  of  September  an  extensive  scout  was  made  by  Lieutenant  Heuely, 
Sixth  Caralry,  withont  finding  any  Indians.  During  the  month  of 
October  a  very  thorough  scout  was  made  by  Captain  Tupper  with  60 
nralry  md  a  company  of  Indian  scouts,  which  had  recently  beeu  en- 
listed, and  he  reported  it  the  safest  country  against  Indians  that  he  bad 
tver  scouted  throngh.  Oaptain  Whitside,  Sixth  Cavalry,  scouted  the 
ODODtry  near  Old  Camp  Crittenden  about  the  same  time  with  a  like 
result.  During  tbe  moiitb  of  November  Lieutenant  Bucker,  Sixth  Cav- 
■hy,  Bcuuted  tbe  Cbiricahua  Mountains  with  a  company  of  Indiau  scouts 
And  a  detacbiDcut  of  cavalry,  but  failed  to  find  any  Indiaus. 

About  tbe  1st  of  December  Samuel  Hughes  reported  the  loss  of  21 

Ittvaes  and  colts,  and  that  bis  partner  had  beeu  pursueil  by  Indians  in 

tte  neighborhood  of  Oamp  Crittenden.     Lieutenant  Bucker,  with  the 

IldiaD  scouts  aad  a  small  detachment  of  cavalry,  was  orderd  tn  pursue 

,'  ^  [lepredators.     As  he  bad  to  be  recalled  from  another  scout  that  he 

'^  aodertulcen,  be  was  not  able  to  take  up  the  trail  until  the  17th  of 

i  "teember.     He,  however,  followed  it  faithfully  until  tbe  9th  of  January, 

/  ^beo  be  foand  tbe  Indiaus  in  the  southwest  corner  of  New  Mexico.    He 

'  Nticked  sod  killed  10  of  them,  captured  their  herd  of  more  than  forty 

'  finals  and  their  camp  and  made  a  small  boy  prisoner.    This  boy  made 
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prisoner  proved  to  be  a  nephew  of  Geronimo,  the  principal  chief  of  tb  oae 
who  made  tlieir  escape  from  the  Uhiricahna  reservation;  and  the  fact 
that  Lieateiiant  Kucker'a  report  gave  evidcDce  of  more  Indians  th»n  I 
had  Htipposed  Qeronimo's  party  to  consiat  of,  satisfied  me  that  be  bad 
been  re-enforced  from  tlie  Warm  Sjiring  reservatioo,  ami  that  he  had 
probabl.v  made  that  reservation  Iiis  base  of  operationH.  8Hl)8eqneDt  in- 
vestigatious  cotiflrmed  this  opinion,  fa  answer  to  a  letter  of  inquiry  on 
these  points,  Dr.  Whitn^,  acting  agent  at  the  Warm  Spring  reserxii- 
tioD,  answered  under  date  of  Fobruarj-  28,  that  about  the  time  of  tlie 
removal  of  tbe  Ohiricahuas  abont  250  Indians  came  from  the  ChiricabBa 
to  the  Warm  Spring  reservation.  Lientenant  Henely  visited  the  Warm 
Spring  reservation,  and  under  date  of  March  17,  1877,  telegraphed  that 
he  had  seen  Qeronimo  at  the  reservation  the  day  previous ;  that  be  had 
fast  returned  from  a  raid  with  100  horses,  and  was  indignant  that  be 
conid  not  draw  rations  for  the  time  he  was  absent.  Tliese  evidences 
confirmed  the  impressions,  made  by  Lieutenant  Bucker's  report,  that 
the  Warm  Spring  reservation  was  the  base  of  operations  for  the  rene- 
gades, and  that  there  was  a  larger  force  hable  to  be  in  the  field  commit- 
ting depredations  than  I  h:id  at  first  supposed.  To  meet  this  re  enforce- 
ment of  renegades,  Captain  Worth,  Eiglith  Infantry,  with  the  scouts 
from  Camp  Apache,  was  ordered  to  Camp  Bowie,  January  30,  1877. 

On  the  4tb  of  February,  tbe  commanding-officer  at  Camp  Bowie  re- 
ported that  Indiana  had  appeared  on  the  San  Pedro,  and  were  comiiit- 
ting  depredations,  and  that  Lieutenant  Rucker,'witb  the  scouts  and  a 
cavalry  8upi>ort,  bad  been  ordered  to  that  neighborhood.  On  the  5th 
the  commandiug-offlcer  at  Camp  Lowell  reported  that  Indians  were 
depredating  in  tbe  Sonoita  Valley,  and  that  Lieutenant  Hanna,  with 
Company  B,  Sixth  Cavalry,  bad  been  ordered  to  that  locality.  The 
same  day  I  received  a  dispatch  from  Governor  Safford  ashing  for  arms, 
which  the  commanding  officer  of  Camp  Ijowell  was  directed  to  furnish. 
The  governor  did  not  ask  for  troops,  but  1  informed  him  of  what  had 
been  done. 

This  raid  proved  to  be  one  of  unusual  extent,  aithough  first  reports 
were  found  to  be  greatly  exaggerated.  The  reported  ten  men  killed  in 
the  Sonoita  Valley,  proved  to  be  two  men  killed  and  one  wounded.  The 
loss  by  the  entire  raid,  including  the  losses  in  the  San  Pedro,  Sonoita 
and  Santa  Cruz  Valleys,  was  seven  Mexicans  killed  and  four  wounded, 
and  eigbty-five  horses,  mules,  and  cattle  captured  or  killed.  The  number 
of  raiders  was  rarioasly  estimated  from  fifteen  to  thirty  Indians.  They 
separated  about  the  8th  of  February,  and  a  portion  returned  to  the 
Warm  Spring  Reservation.  It  was  the  trail  of  this  party  that  Lieutenant 
Bucker  struck  and  followed  within  a  day's  march  of  the  Warm  Spring 
Beservatioo,  when  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  obliterated  the  trail 
and  compelled  him  to  put  in  to  Fort  Bayard,  N.  M.,  for  supplies  and  re- 
cuperation. The  other  raiders  continued  on  into  Sonora,  and  reports  of 
their  outrages  reached  ns  from  that  region,  and  three  weeks  later  Cap- 
tain Worth,  with  his  commniid,  intercepted  a  trail  made  l>y  some  of  the 
party  that  crossed  the  border  into  Southwestern  New  Mexico  from  So- 
nera, and  which  was  followed  for  some  days  by  Onptain  Worth.  When 
he  abandoned  the  trail  it  was  leading  in  the  direction  of  tbe  Warm 
Springs,  and  the  renegades  evidently  lia<l  reached  the  resi-rvaCion  and 
bad  been  lo>t  beyond  detection  among  the  other  Indians  at  the  time  be 
gave  up  the  pursuit.  O.iptain  Worth's  command  did  not  reach  Bowie 
from  Apache  until  the  middle  of  February.  He  m<ule  a  ton^  scout  from 
February  18  to  April  4,  searching  fur  tbe  renegades,  but  wag  not  able 
to  find  them. 
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To  protect  tbe  people  that  inhabited  the  region  vii^lted  by  Indians  in 
thH  rairt,  I  eHtablirthed,  February  12,  tbe  curap  in  tbe  Haachucit  Monnt- 
iins,  drawing  a  tiuiniiAny  of  cavalry  from  Camp  Iiowell  and  one  from 
Utup  Grant  for  the  purpose. 

Aiiril  1  anotlier  raid  was  maile  by  the  renegades  in  the  neighborhood 
!•{  oM  Gamp  Crittenden  and  tbe  Snnoita  Viilley,  in  smaller  force  bnt  pro- 
p-mionally  snncessful  with  the  raid  in  Febriinry,  in  which  two  Mexicans 
ren>  killed  and  one  wonnded  near  Camp  Crittenden  on  the  15th,  and  a 
Mr.  Defers  wounded  on  the  lOtb  in  the  9ouoita  Vidley.  The  amount  of 
Biin-k  titled  and  captured  iimountod  to  about  thirty-five  horaea  and  mules. 
Captaiu  Ilafferty,  Sixth  Cavalry,  with  his  company  from  Camp  Hna- 
ibofa,  was  at  the  scene  of  depredations  near  CampCrittendeu  the  next 
daj-  after  they  were  committed,  but  reported  bis  inability  to  tbllow  the 
trail,  and  the  renef^ades  made  their  escape,  althouj^h  be  traveled  over 
l"o  Laudred  and  thirty-five  miles.  He  had  no  competent  trailers.  Liea- 
f'^nant  Craig,  with  twelve  cavalrymen  from  the  same  camp,  made  a  scout 
alMut  the  same  time  to  the  eastward,  returning  by  the  scene  of  depre- 
dationfi,  bnt  was  unable  to  find  the  depredators.  During  this  same 
t^riod  Lieutenant  Ilnr.ker,  with  twenty-nine  cavalry  and  thirty-five  In- 
■IIhii  scontfl,  was  aconting  the  country  still  farther  earit,  including  tbe 
('li!ri<:aliua  Mountains,  San  Simon  Valley  and  Stiens  Peak  Kange,  but 
t^iiH  to  find  any  Indians.  These  three  scouts  were  made  between  the 
JGili  and  the  28th  of  April,  over  the  ground  that  it  is  believed  tbe  rene- 
gades had  to  pass  in  ^oing  to  and  coming  from  their  raids. 

From  May  9  to  30,  Lieutenant  Kucker,  Sixth  Cavalry,  with  thirty 
cavalry  and  thirty  one  Indiau  scouts,  made  a  si'out  southeast  of  Bowie 
tbriiugh  Peloncilla,  LeidHdorl,  Las  Animas,  nod  Guadalupe  Mountains, 
■itliout  finding  any  Indians. 

Ju«t  l>efore  Lieutenant  Kucker's  return  the  Indiansappeared  near  Bowie 
and  killed  the  mail  carrier  going  eant,  four  miles  from  Camp  Uowie,  on 
lh»  29tb,  and  on  the  Slst  the  same  party  killed  the  mail-carrier  going 
'M.  five  miles  from  the  same  post.  Lieutenant  Kucker's  command  was 
tiviiDDch  reduced  from  the  constant  scouting  to  make  pursuit.  Liea- 
tenant  Touey,  with  twenty  two  enlisted  men  from  Camp  Grant,  with 
lioiiird  transportation,  took  up  tbe  trail  of  these  depredators  and  fol- 
I'lTpd  them  into  the  Las  Animas  Mouutaine,  where  he  came  upon  six 
iu'iians,  who  discovered  their  pursuer  in  time  to  scatter  iind  make  good 
thfir  escape.  Lienteoant  Touey's  scout,  although  unsuccessful  in  cap- 
tnrtug  the  renegades,  seems  to  have  been  energetically  and  judiciously 
ouudacted  under  great  disadvantages.  He  returned  on  the  11th  of  June 
lo  Camp  Bowie. 

bieiitenant  Hanua,  Sixth  Cavalry,  with  twenty-five  cavalry  and  thirty- 
sii  Indian  scouta,  madea  scout  in  the  adjacent  country  from  the  camp 
in  itie  Huacbuca  Mountains,  from  June  6  to  23,  without  finding  any 
loili^ns. 

I  hare  been  thus  precise  in  detailing  the  principal  scouts  made  during 
tli«[)Hstyear,to  show  that  DotwithHtanding  the  limited  means,  the  troops 
ill  llii.s  command  have  been  far  from  idle.  It  should  be  home  in  mind 
tliat  the  allotment  from  appropriations  for  this  department  for  the  past 
li<4'al  year  has  been  more  than  one-third  less  than  the  previous  year  in 
tDo«t  of  the  iteuiH,  and  for  some,  as  for  example  forage,  nearly  one-half, 
■liile  the  prices  under  the  contracts  have  generally  been  greater;  this 
Oi^essitated  a  great  reduction  in  the  number  of  civilian  employes,  in 
place  of  whfm  soldiers  were  necessarily  detailed,  while  the  amount  of 
fi*-M  service  required  from  the  troops  was  also  greater  than  the  ye^ 
Wure.    The  inj  uatice  of  tbe  reflections  of  t  he  late  governor  of  the  Ter- 


>,ogle 


138         BEPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

ritory,  and  one  or  two  other  Federal  ofBciala,  ou  tbe  mititary  operations 
are  thus  made  apparent. 

rnK  QOTBBNOB  OF  ABIZONA. 

I  deem  it  qaite  proper  to  give  a  general  review  of  the  transactions  of 
the  late  governor  in  connectioQ  with  military  operatioas.  He  was  mainly 
inatrnmeDtal  io  seouriDg  the  order  for  the  removal  of  tbe  Chiricahna 
Indians  last  year.  The  heaviest  portion  of  tbe  expense  of  this  removal 
fell  npon  tbe  War  Department,  which  was  not  consulted  in  regard  to  it. 
I  have  heretofore  given  my  opinion  against  concentrating  large  numbers 
of  hostile  and  antagonistic  Indians  ou  one  reservation.  I  was  not  dis- 
posed, therefore,  to  aid  in  a  movement  the  consequences  of  which  could 
Dot  be  foreseen  without  the  iustructioos  of  the  War  Department  in  tbe 
matter.  I  had  tbe  impression  also  that  there  was  an  ulterior  motive  in 
bringing  about  this  removal.  Since  it  was  made  there  has  been  a  con- 
stant demand  for  troo|)B  io  tbat  section,  and  a  state  of  alarm  tbat  had 
some  foundation,  hut  did  not  justify  all  that  has  grown  out  of  it,  and 
particularly  the  attack  that  has  beeu  made  upon  me. 

No  sooner  had  the  removal  been  effected  than  numerous  complaints 
of  depredations  were  made  and  continued,  many  having  a  partial  foun- 
dation in  fact  but  were  greatly  exaggerated,  whilst  many  had  no  truth 
whatever  in  them.  It  was  claimed  that  the  larger  portion  of  the  Ghiri- 
cahuas  had  not  beeu  removed,  and  that  they  ware  stilt  at  large  on  the 
reservation,  committing  depredations.  The  governor  was  specially  in- 
dustrious in  communicating  these  reports  to  me.  Under  date  of  August 
21,  18TC,  a  petition  was  circulated  in  Tucson,  headed  by  the  governor, 
and  I  have  since  learned  circulated  by  bim,  representing  that  the  "  most 
refractory  and  desperate  Chiricahua  Indians  were  still  roaming  over  the 
old  reserve  and  harassing  the  neighboring  settlements;  that  a  number 
of  prospectors  and  travelers  had  been  murdered,  and  a  still  larger  num- 
ber were  missing  who  are  supposed  to  have  fallen  by  tbe  hands  of  these 
savages."  Tbe  petition  asked  to  have  the  country  "on  and  abont  the 
reservation  scouted."  This  petition,  which  was  i>erfeGtly  legitimate, 
although  far  from  true,  was  signed  by  most  if  not  all  the  territorial  and 
county  ofiSeials,  and  all  the  leading  merchants  of  Tucson,  alt  residents  of 
Tucson  except  one.  It  was  answered  by  me  io  good  faith,  informing 
the  signers,  through  the  governcnr,  of  what  had  been  done  and  what  was 
being  done.  This  petition  reached  me  on  the  29th  of  Augost,  and  was 
answered  at  once. 

In  due  course  of  time  a  copy  of  this  petition,  duly  authenticated,  and 
accompanied  by  a  letter  of  fourteen  pages,  addressed  to  tbe  Secretary  of 
War,  signed  by  tbe  aforesaid  non-resident  of  Tucson,  was  referred  to 
me  for  a  report.  The  letter  was  dated  August  24,  four  days  before  I 
received  tbe  petition,  implying  that  I  would  do  nothing  in  the  matter, 
charging  me  with  inefficiency,  and  reflecting  generally  on  the  manage- 
ment of  military  affairs  in  the  department,  stating  "that  it  was  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  people  on  the  border  that  as  long  as  be  (I) 
remained  in  command  of  this  department  nothing  better  than  tbe  pres- 
ent state  of  affairs  could  be  expected,  and  the  flourishing  settlements  of 
tbe  San  Pedro  must  be  abandoned."  I  referred  the  communication  to 
the  governor  to  know  what  authority,  if  any,  the  writer  bad  from  the 
signers  to  use  the  petition  in  the  mauner  he  bad.  The  governor  evaded 
the  question,  and  I  was  then  convinced  that  he  was  connected  with  a 
fiuition  that  was  seeking  my  removal  from  the  command,  and  was  being 
used  by  it  to  effect  this  resnit.    The  imputations  and  refleotious  were 


I,  Cookie 


OENKB&L  OF  THE   ABMT.  139 

wE  true,  and  the  insidious  natnre  of  tbe  attack  satisfied  me  tbat  this 

lutioD,  whicb  bad  been  contioIliDg  tbe  political  affairs  of  tbe  Territoiy, 

desired  to  control  tbe  military  affiiira  also,  particularly  as  tbe  loss  of 

[be  former  was  forcaeen. 

Uf  convictions  were  fnlly  realized.  Id  Febroary,  when  Cbe  raid 
oecarred  in  tbe  SoDoita  Valley,  and  the  legialatnre  was  in  sesaion,  tbe 
goremor  sent  a  message  to  that  body  reflecting  severely  on  the  military 
DUDagemeDt  in  this  department,  and  stated,  "  unless  tbe  troops  were 
oiDaged  with  more  energy  than  has  been  practiced  during  tbe  past  six 
mooths,  the  whole  Army  of  tbe  United  States,  witb  all  tbe  friendly 
Imlians  employed  by  the  goverument,  will  not  subdue  tbis  little  band  of 
hostile  Indians  in  the  next  twenty  years,  while  I  believe  a  scont  com* 
pused  of  twenty-five  citizens  and  twenty-five  friendly  Indians  would 
>abdnethem  in  three  montba." 

Iq  an  excitement  which  was  fostered  for  the  purpose  by  exaggerated 
reports  of  the  damage  done  by  tbe  raiders,  the  legislature  paused  a  bill 
apiiropriating  410,000  for  the  employment  of  a  company  of  volunteers 
uid  Indians.  The  cbaracter  of  this  assault,  the  lack  of  truth  both  in 
ihe  representations  of  the  amount  of  damage  done  and  extent  of  the 
raid,  and  tbe  charge  of  inefficiency,  satisfied  me  tbat  there  was  a  method 
in  the  movement  that  bad  for  its  object  tbe  formation  of  a  basis  on 
'bicb  to  ask  for  my  removal,  and  I  expressed  tbis  opiuion  under  date 
ot  February  14,  forwarding  a  copy  of  the  governor's  message  with  my 
uplauations  on  tbe  same. 

My  opinion  iu  this  case  was  verified  in  due  course  of  time;  the  gov- 
eriiur'a  application  for  my  removal,  which  was  referred  to  me  by  the 
War  Department,  was  dat«d  February  7,  and  referred  to  a  copy  of  his 
message  dated  February  6,  and  asks:  "  Is  it  possible  that  the  gOTern- 
Bcnt  will  longer  continue  a  man  who  is  amply  provided  with  means  and 
iUovB  at  least  thirty  to  be  mnrdered  in  six  months,  when  one  of  hia 
Jndian  sconta,  energetically  managed,  voold  have  given  peace  and 
tet-Drity  i" 

1  bave  shown  tbe  whole  number  of  persons  killed  and  wounded  by 
ladtans,  including  Mowry  and  Johnson,  from  tbe  removal  of  the  Gbtrica- 
liaas  to  the  date  of  tbe  governor's  letter  is  four  Americans  killed  and 
^Teo  Mexicans  killed  and  four  wounded. 

Tbe  governor's  message  was  so  badly  received  by  tbe  people  of  tbe 
Territory  that  he  found  it  necessary  to  sustain  it  by  a  lengthy  explaua- 
nra  in  tbe  Arizona  Citizen  of  tbe  17tb  of  February.  This  drew  from 
aie  a  statement  of  facts,  furnished  to  the  press  of  tbe  Territory  mainly 
I'ir  the  information  of  tbe  [>eople,  who  might  have  mistaken  my  silence 
iat  an  admissioa  of  tbe  correctness  of  the  governor's  statements.  I 
0)a]d  not  well  remain  silent  to  such  grave  charges,  made  public  against 
mi;  by  the  bigfaeat  civil  official  of  tbe  Territory.  A  printed  copy  of  the 
giit^ernoHs  message,  Lis  letter  to  tbe  Citizen,  and  my  statements  are  in- 
'luned.  The  governor  subsequently  published  another  lengthy  reply  in 
file  CiCizeD  of  March  2i  tbat  I  did  not  deem  worthy  of  an  answer. 

Coder  the  aathority  conferred  by  tbe  legislature  the  governor  mus- 
tered into  service  his  company  of  volunteers,  composed  of  forty-five 
Indians  from  the  San  Carlos  reservation,  under  Capt.  Clay  Bufford. 
They  took  the  field  in  the  latter  part  of  February,  and  were  discharged 
ia  Jnue.  I  have  yet  to  hear  tbat  tbey  accomplished  anything  tbat 
eoalit  not  have  been  done  by  tbe  regular  troops.  The  numb^  of  Indians 
killed  by  them  bas  never  been  made  public.  I  was  of  the  opinion  from 
tbe  first,  and  tbe  reaalt  baa  shown  it  to  be  so,  that  this  expense  to  tbe 
Temioi;  was  nseleas  and  nnaeeessary. 
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I  have  referred  to  the  governor's  conrae  in  this  matter  to  show  nome 
of  tlie  dtfUcuities  under  which  I  have  luhored.  Instead  of  being  sup- 
ported and  aided  by  him,  I  have  been  opposed  and  assailed.  I  wonld 
have  been  more  jastiSoil  in  demanding  hia  removal  than  he  was  in  ask- 
ing for  mine,  for  be  hnil  been  constantly  interfering  with  Indian  affairs 
in  a  way  which  affected  my  duties.  He  has  been  mainly  inatrn mental 
in  the  concentration  of  so  many  Indians  on  the  Sun  Ctirlos  reservation. 
Each  of  these  movements  gave  great  uneasiness  and  apprehension  at 
the  time,  Rud  more  or  less  expense  and  labor  to  the  military  servii^e,  and 
were  carried  into  effect  without  reference  to  the  views  of  the  depart- 
ment commander.  Had  I  atiked  for  the  governor's  removal  I  shouM 
have  been  very  properly  cond^mnetl. 

I  think  I  am  jastifled  in  this  connection  in  referring  to  an  eqoally 
questionable  course  by  another  Federal  officer.  I  refer  to  the  surveyor- 
general  of  the  Territory.  He  is  the  editor  and  ]>roprietor  of  the  Arizona 
Citizen.  This  paper  has  aided  and  abetted  with  the  governor  in  criti- 
cising and  condemning  military  operations,  and  has  worked  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  faction  to  which  I  have  referred.  This  faction  was  com- 
posed in  part  of  civilians  in  business  in  Tucson  who  have  directly  or 
indirectly  been  more  or  less  concerned  in  supplying  the  Indian  reserva- 
tion at  San  Carlos,  and  who  have  been  interested  in  keeping  up  an  ilt- 
feeling  between  the  agent  and  officers  of  the  Army,  for  it  is  not  st  all 
to  the  interest  of  contractors  for  Indian  supplies  tlint  Indian  .igentaand 
officers  of  the  Army  should  harmonize.  This  faction,  once  all-powerful, 
has  become  demorHlized  and  partially  broken  up.  One  of  its  members 
writing  to  me  under  date  oif  February  23,  1877,  clniming  mutual  friend- 
ship for  the  governor  and  myself,  while  assuring  me  that  he  (the  gov- 
ernor) would  not  ask  for  my  removal,  after  referring  to  what  the  gov- 
ernor and  one  or  two  others  had  done,  adds :  "  They  can  do  more  to  tear 
down  or  build  up  any  nmn  than  any  portion  of  this  Territory  or  all  com- 
bined, and  any  man  who  thinks  they  cannot  do  this  is  deceived."  They 
were  then,  and  had  been  for  some  time,  eugiiged  in  their  efforts  to  t«ar 
me  down.  I  refer  to  these  matters  in  order  to  support  what  I  have  to 
say  in  regard  to  the  operations  of  the  |)aBt  Indian  policy  and  Indian 
agents. 

SAN  CARLOS  INDIAN  AGBNOY. 

The  officer  who  has  had  charge  of  this  agency  for  the  past  three  years 
has  been  kept  in  a  hostile  attitude  to  the  officers  of  the  Army  during  all 
that  time,  in  part  by  the  faction  I  referred  to,  in  |)art  by  the  belief  that 
it  was  agreeable  to  the  officers  controlling  the  Indian  Burean  in  Wash- 
ington, bat  mainly  from  a  highly-developed  tendency  for  controversy. 
He  has  attacked  the  officers  of  the  Army  over  bis  own  name  in  the 
papers,  particularly  in  the  Citizen,  whose  editor  has  advocated  his  cause 
with  fulsome  praise,  ])arading  his  merits  as  an  officer,  and  his  integrity 
aa  a  man.  I  have  been  the  particular  object  of  this  agent's  attacks  in 
the  newspaper,  mainly,  I  believe,  to  draw  me  into  a  newspaper  contro- 
versy, for  he  has  recently  publishe<]  letters  of  mine  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment, copies  of  which  by  courtesy  had  been  referred  to  bim  through  the 
Interior  Department  for  his  information  or  ex]>lanaiion,  and  followed 
them  up  with  answers  which  to  the  uninformed  look  like  such  a  contro- 
versy. He  has  been  exceedingly  discourtcons  and  offensive  in  his  corre- 
spondence with  this  office;  copies  of  some  of  his  communications  have 
been  forwarded.  He  has  been  particularly  careful  to  avoid  anything 
that  seemed  like  dependence  on  the  military  service,  and  when  he  re- 
quired the  aid  of  troops,  either  obtained  it  through  the  chief  of  his 
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bareaa  in  Wasbiogtou,  or  left  the  acting  agent  to  make  the  request. 
He  has  arrogated  to  bioiself  the  credit  of  tnaintainiug  th«  Indiana  in 
peace,  aud  entirety  ignored  the  service  of  the  troops,  nor  recognized 
that  they  had  anything  to  do  with  it.  He  recently  mode  public  a  tele- 
gram to  the  Commissioner  of  ludian  Affairs,  offering,  if  hia  salary  would 
be  increased  aud  two  companies  of  Indian  police  given  to  him,  to  be 
leaponsihle  for  the  good  conduct  of  the  Indians,  and  the.  troops  in 
Arizona  conid  all  be  withdrawn  from  the  Territory. 

I  have  had  occasion  to  report  officially  mutters  that  the  agent  takes 
u  personal,  and  he  thinks  I  am  antagonistic  to  him.  He  has  made 
poijlic  that  I  have  preferred  charges  against  him,  which  is  not  the  case. 
The  reports  that  he  takes  to  himself  are  my  offiuial  cummnuicatioDS  to 
the  War  Department;  but  whatever  reference  I  have  made  to  him  in 
anch  reports  has  been  incident  to  the  subject.  I  have  reported,  of 
coarse,  the  result  of  scouts  sent  after  renegade  Indians,  aud  the  absence 
of  Indians  from  the  agency.  I  have  reported  snch  a  matter  as  the  de- 
liberate bnniingof  the  White  Mountain  agency,  adjoining  Camp  A{>ache, 
which  could  not  have  occurred  vithout  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the 
■gent  I  have  re[>orted  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  district  of 
New  Uexico,  having  applied  to  me  to  relieve  the  escort  furnished  the 
■gent  in  the  removal  of  the  Warm  Spring  Indians,  at  the  line  betweeu 
Sew  Mexico  and  Arizona,  and  when  the  question  is  asked  of  the  agent 
when  be  will  reach  the  line,  replies,  "Ko  escort  has  been  asked  for  from 
Arizona,  aud  none  will  be  accepted."  I  have  reported  that  1  have  de- 
tiiled  at]  officer  to  enlist  a  new  company  of  scouts  among  the  Indiana 
■tSan  Carlos,  aud  the  agent  telegraphs  me  "that.nnleHs  1  state  my  an- 
thority  and  the  necessity  for  the  scouts,  no  enlistment  of  Indiana  will 
be  allowed."  Snch  matters  were  regarded  by  the  agent  as  personal  as- 
taalts  upoD  himself  and  he  resented  them  by  assailing  me  through  the 
papers. 

Becently  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  applied  for  an  officer  of 
the  Army  to  be  detailed  to  visit  agencies,  to  inspect  supplies  presented 
by  the  coDtracturs  for  issue  to  Indians  at  the  various  reservations.  The 
agent  cbose  to  regard  this  as  a  reflection  upon  his  management,  and 
>heu  the  officer  presented  himself  at  the  Saa  Carlos  agency  he  refused 
to  allow  him  to  enter  upon  the  duty,  on  tbe  ground  that  he  had  received 
DO  iustractious  on  the  anbject  from  his  chief.  Ue  made  this  answer  la 
the  face  of  the  telegrams  which  be  had  given  to  tbe  publin  press,  in 
wbich  he  informed  the  Commissioner  that  he  would  not  submit  to  such 
an  inspection,  and  unless  the  order  waa  revoked  he  would  not  serve  as 
agent.  This  offensive  order  is  only  a  partial  compliance  with  a  very 
positive  statute.  (See  Beviaed  Statntea  of  the  United  States,  sec.  2088.) 
Hia  resignation  not  having  been  accepted  on  the  1st  of  July,  as  he  de- 
manded, he  abandoned  bis  agency. 

Whatever  credit,  if  any,  is  due  to  the  management  of  the  San  Carlos 
iDiliana,  it  cannot  justly  be  awarded  to  tbe  late  agent,  as  he  was  habit- 
nally  absent  from  his  agency  during  the  past  year.  There  have  been 
tmployed  at  the  agency  several  men  of  great  persoual  jnflueoce  among 
the  Indiana,  who  have  had  far  moie  to  do  with  their  control  than  the 
ftgent. 

It  is  quite  a  common  thing  for  the  agents  to  absent  themselves,  by 
what  authority  1  do  not  know.  In  February  laat  the  telegraph  operator 
at  Hanoopa  VYells,  on  tbe  tiila,  reported  the  robbing  and  wounding  of 
a  white  man  by  two  Indians  in  that  vicinity,  and  that  the  station  waa 
threatened,  and  applied  for  protection,  stating  that  the  agent  of  tbe 
Pimoa  and  Marieopas  was  absent.    I  sent  troops  aud  arrested  tbe  orim- 
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in als,  turned  them  over  to  the  ciTil  aiitboritie8,aDd  qnieted  the  diHtorb- 
ance.  Subsequeutly  these  Indians  escaped  from  priaon,  and  their  friends 
believed  that  they  had  been  summarily  execnted,  and  again  threatened 
the  station  at  Maricopa  Wells,  and  I  again  sent  troops  to  settle  the  dif- 
ficolty. 

In  May,  this  agent,  who  is  habitnally  absent,  applied  to  me  from  Tae- 
SOD  to  send  troops  to  secure  some  stolen  cattle  from  the  Pimo  Indians. 
1  replied  that  the  troupa  would  bo  fnruished  for  his  prorection,  bat  I 
desired  that  he  shonld  be  present,  as  the  law  required  him  to  perform 
the  daty.  (See  Revised  Statutes,  sees.  21.')2  and  2156.)  He  replied  that 
he  had  other  important  duties  to  perform  at  Tucson,  iu  counection  with 
his  duties  as  agent  of  the  Papagoea,  and  I  had  to  adjust  the  trouble 
without  his  presence.  This  was  not  a  new  trouble,  but  should  have 
been  settled  long  before. 

HANAOEUENT  OP  TdE  IHDIAN8. 

Preliminary  to  what  I  shall  say  as  to  who  should  manage  Indian 
affairs,  I  will  state  some  facts  In  the  management  of  Indians  in  this 
department.  In  many  instances  that  I  hare  seen  in  my  long  service 
the  agents  have  very  little  to  do  with  the  management.  If  it  is  a  large 
itgericy,  snch  as  San  Carlos,  and  there  are  large  diahursements,  the 
])arties  who  have  the  supplying  of  the  ludians  control  the  agency.  If 
the  agent  is  not  already  one  of  their  own  selection,  and  cannot  be  cap- 
tured directly,  lie  is  soou  compromised  by  the  acceptance  of  presents, 
or  led  into  Home  indiscretion,  and,  if  nothing  else  can  be  done,  he  is  in- 
formed that  he  will  be  removed  if  he  does  not  snbmit  to  dictation. 
Usually,  however,  the  matter  is  fixed  beforehand  by  the  contractors 
having  their  man  appointed.  The  agencies  that  have  no  money  Id  them 
are  not  troublesome  in  these  respects. 

It  is  easy  (o  see  that  nnder  such  management  there  can  be  little  hope 
of  progress  for  the  Indiana,  and  that  it  does  not  help  the  case  to  hold 
the  agent  responsible.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  Indians 
at  San  Carlos  are  not  making  any  progress  toward  civilization.  I  think 
a  close  investigation  will  demonstrate  that  they  are  going  backward. 
They  are  less  capable  of  sustaining  themselves  now  than  before;  they 
cnttivate  less  ground  and  raise  less  piyKluce.  This  is  troe  imrticnlarly 
of  the  White  Mountain  Apaclies.  One  pretext  for  moving  these  Indian's 
was  that  at  San  Carlos  they  would  raise  two  crops  a  year.  The  Com- 
tnissioner's  report  shows,  however,  that  they  only  famished  12  per 
cent,  of  their  own  subsistence  last  year,  88  per  cent,  being  furnished 
by  the  government.  Pedro's  band,  who  refused  to  move  from  their 
homes  in  the  White  Mountains,  and  who  receive  no  support  in  conse- 
quence, not  only  take  care  of  themselves,  but  have  a  large  surplus  of 
grain  and  bay  to  sell  to  the  quartermaster  at  Camp  Apache.  The  cause 
is  quite  apparent;  the  contractors  manage  the  agency.  When  the  In- 
dian becomes  self-sustaining  there  is  nothing  for  the  contractor  to  snpply, 
and  there  is  no  money  in  the  business. 

I  regard  the  reservation  system,  as  it  has  been  conducted,  one  of  the 
most  fatal  and  destructive  to  the  Indian  race  in  a  humanitarian  view. 
His  Bubsisteuco  being  furnished  him,  he  has  no  oocaston  to  work ;  be  has 
ample  time  to  learn  and  practice  all  the  vices  of  the  white  man  to  which 
be  has  such  a  natural  tendency,  and  if  he  does  not  fall  a  victim  to  dys- 
pepsia and  indigestion,  he  becomes  a  drunken  vagabond  of  the  worst 
ty|)e,  going  from  bad  to  worse.  A  few  years  of  support  by  the  govern- 
ment  renders  him  incapable  of  self-support ;  bis  rations  are  finally  with  • 
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inwn  from  bim,  be  baa  lost  tfaat  independence  tbat  noald  make  a  war- 
rior of  him,  aad  he  becomes  a  vacant,  living  by  begging  oAd  prostitut- 
ing his  women  and  children.  This  is  the  last  scene  and  precedes  his 
eiiinction.  Whatever  bands  have  survived  have  only  done  so  baunuse 
ihe.T  have  not  been  subjected  to  the  reservation  system. 

THE  APAOHE. 

Tbe  Apache  is  a  savage  of  the  lowest  type-  I  have  no  doubt  tbat  be 
LitliedcM^eudant  of  those  who  almost  exterminated  the  semi  civilized 
j>n)]ile  that  once  ]K>pnlated  this  couutry,  nhnae  remRins  can  be  traced 
.vcrj-where,  aud  of  which  the  peaceful  Moquis  and  Zunis  are  the  sur- 
vivors. He  held  high  carnival  in  this  land  until  my  predecessor  availed 
[i;in«elf  of  bis  savage  nature  in  order  to  control  him.  He  used  Apache 
agHinst  Apache.  He  can  be  bought  for  a  small  figure  to  liill  his  father 
nr  mother  or  any  of  his  relations,  and  there  is  no  difficulty  in  enlisting 
allitfs  in  one  band  to  flght  another.  This  is  the  principal  means  by 
viiic-b  jteace  is  preserved  in  the  Territory  at  the  present  time.  No  agent 
Tonld  remain  oc  the  San  Carlos  reservation  withouttroops  if  the  Indians 
>«-!¥  hII  harmonious  among  themselves.  What  hope  is  there  of  improv- 
ing ituch  a  being  except  through  compulsory  education  and  trainingT 
No  savage  people  ever  made  rapid  progress  toward  civilization  except 
:hr<iagh  compulsion.  The  negro  of  the  United  States  has  reached  his 
[iWscQt  superiority  over  bis  relations  in  their  native  Africa  through  the 
I'lice  of  slavery. 

CORRUPT  SfANAQBMENT. 

[  am  in  ooustaat  apprehension  of  an  outbreak  from  the  concentration 
o(m  many  Indiana  on  the  San  Oarloa  reservation,  to  whiob  1  have  ex< 
(iresmd  an  adverae  opinion  in  former  reports.  I  charge  this  to  the  oor- 
ru|it  management  of  the  faction  to  which  I  have  heretofore  referred, 
*bic<i  has  been  brought  about  because  it  was  necessary  to  get  more 
initiaus  together  in  order  to  make  it  pay  to  furnish  supplies  to  them. 
Aslougaathetme  number  of  Indians  was  unknown,  tbe  agent  rejKtrted 
Mcb  Dumber  of  Indians  as  suited  his  purpose.  Under  my  predecessor, 
jud  iluring  the  time  they  were  under  his  management,  tbe  Indians  were 
Mfnrately  conuted  and  identiUed ;  every  man,  woman,  and  child  waa 
knoivn,  and  Strict  compliance  with  tbe  laws  for  their  subsistence  was 
i-ul'iin'ed.  There  was  as  little  profit  in  supplying  Indians  as  there  was  iu 
Nil'plying  troops,  and  when  the  Indians  were  again  turned  over  to  the 
ii!fn[,  the  system  of  concentration  was  begun  and  has  been  carried  oat 
iQlil  every  Apache  from  the  Bio  tiraude  to  the  Colorado  now  belongs 
;<ni|ierly  to  tbe  San  Ciirlos. 

As  evidence  of  the  false  returns,  it  is  only  necessary  to  compare  the 
fipires  given  in  tbe  report  of  the  Indian  Commissioner  for  the  year 
l-sT4-'7.5  with  tbe  year  1875-'76.  It  will  be  seen  in  tJie  first  report  that 
'lie  uumher  of  Indians  on  the  Chirieahua  reservation  is  represented  as 
IHL',.  When  the  reservation  was  broken  up  last  year  only  '625  were 
'•'moved  to  Sail  Carlos.  The  troops  could  find  evidence  of  but  a  small 
partr  that  escaped.  As  I  have  stated,  the  acting  agent  of  the  Warm 
^I'ling  reservation  reported  that  250  had  come  to  that  reservation 
fnim  the  Chirieahua  reservation  at  the  time  of  the  removal.  The  nnm- 
'fr  there,  prior  to  this  increase,  is  stated  in  the  report  for  1875  at  2,100. 
Id  !>pite  of  this  incrense,  however,  the  number  stated  in  the  report  for 
■47ij  is  given  as  1,G0U,  and  when  the  Warm  Spring  reservation  waa 
hrokeo  ap  tbe  Dnmbei  removed  was  only  451.    A  suiall  number  was 
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claimed  to  be  sbsent  on  a  raid.  The  two  agencies,  Warm  Spriag  and 
Chiricaban,  ooutaioed  Id  1875,  before  the;  were  broken  up,  according  to 
the  report  ior  that  year,  066  and  2,100;  total,  3,06S.  Tbe  number  removed 
were  325  and  454;  total,  770.  There,  are  tberefore,  2,286  Indians  unac- 
counted for  since  187S.  It  is  anuecessary  'to  comment  on  these  dis- 
crcpaucfes. 

When  the  number  of  Indiuus  is  known,  tbe  methoiU  of  increasing  the 
perquisites  of  tbe  coiitriictors  or  subcontractors  consist  in  issuing  to  the 
Indians  inferior  articles,  giving  frauduleut  weights  aud  measures,  and 
returning  for  tbe  whole  number  of  Indians,  and  mitking  incorrect  allow- 
ance, or  none  at  all,  for  decrease  by  death  or  absence.  The  concen  tratiuo 
of  all  the  Indians  upon  one  reservation  greatly  increased  the  opportu- 
nity for  this  kind  of  fraad.  I  believe  this  to  bavel>een  tbe  motive  that 
led  tbe  faction  in  Tucson  to  use  their  influence  to  effect  it  aud  bring  it 
about.  Tbe  late  governor  and  present  surveyor-geuenil  and  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  Arizona  Citizen  were  tbe  principal  instruments 
used,  and  tbe  Indian  Bureau  was  induced  to  favor  the  proposition  by 
the  arguments  of  economy  of  administration,  greater  control  of  the  lu- 
dians,  and  consequent  snfety  to  the  Territory.  I  trust  that  my  appre- 
hensions of  evil  consequences  from  these  measures  may  never  be  real- 
ized. The  only  thing  that  prevents  tbe  Indians  from  breaking  oat  at 
the  present  time  is  want  of  harmony.  Should  leaders  arise  among  them 
capable  of  uniting  tbe  Indians,  we  may  expect  an  outbreak  like  that 
going  on  now  iu  Idaho  Territory. 

AB8BNTEBB  AND  BENEOADES. 

Troops  have  been  sent  in  pursuit  of  Indiaus  only  when  the  agents 
have  requested  it,  or  when  depredations  have  been  reported.  Large 
numbers  have  been  known  to  be  absent  at  various  times  and  places,  but 
as  they  were  doing  no  harm  1  did  not  consider  it  my  duty  to  inquire  iuto 
their  absence,  as  they  were  believed  generally  to  have  passes. 

All  the  depredations  wbich  were  jierpetrated  in  the  past  year  were 
committed  by  Indians  who  beloop  to  reservations.  Had  the  agents 
co-operated  as  earnestly  in  furniHhiug  this  ofBce  with  information  as  to 
who  tbe  depredators  were,  as  they  were  energetic  in  holding  the  troops 
responsible  for  the  depredations,  tbey  would  have  rendered  invalaable 
service.  Tbey  certainly  shoulil  have  possessed  this  information,  whether 
they  did  or  not.  I  bad  to  trace  the  depredators  to  the  reservation  rs 
I  best  could.  I  am  thus  held  responsible  for  depredations  perpetrated 
by  tbe  Indians,  without  the  authority  to  do  anything  until  some  overt 
act  has  been  committed,  and  without  any  means  of  kuowing  that  they 
are  absent  from  their  reservations,  or  that  they  have  a  raid  in  view. 

^_  ^     THE  PEACE-POLIOY. 

The  so-called  peace-policy  is  a  chimera  that  has  been  created  to  secure 
the  support  of  religious  aud  humanitarian  societies  to  the  present  sys- 
tem of  caring  for  Indians,  by  that  cluBS  of  persons  interested  iu  con- 
tracts aud  furnishing  supplies  to  Indiiine,  who  believe  it  would  be 
against  tbeir  interests  to  have  the  disbursements  fall  into  tbe  hands  of 
the  War  Dej)ar(ment.  It  has  had  tbe  support  of  the  last  administra- 
tion, and  consequently  the  public  support  of  Army  officers,  who  all  knew 
that  it  had  only  to  be  tried  to  prove  a  failure. 

I  understand  this  policy  to  be  the  selection  of  agents  by  religious  com- 
munities, who  are  expected  to  preach  peace  and  good  will  to  tbe  Indiana, 
and,  by  tbeir  influence  as  missionaries  as  well  as  their  authority  as  ofK- 
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ten,  to  atlTance  tbe  civilisatioD  of  the  Indians  on  reservationB,  by 
peKeaiile  means  and  moral  Boauon. 

The  offioeis  of  tbe  Army,  who  bave  Bpent  their  lives  upon  the  frontier, 
boir  tbe  weakness  of  such  a  oonrse.  They  know  that  there  ia  nothing 
[hit  will  control  the  Indian  in  the  right  except  foioe.  His  code  m 
roorals  is  a  code  of  crimes,  according  to  the  white  mau'a  view ;  he  has 
Iteeotanght  commandments  that  are  the  reverse  of  oars;  his  creed  is  to 
lie.  to  BteaJ,  and  to  kill.  He  has  no  respect  for  Law,  except  the  law  of 
(oKe.  The  chief  controla  his  I'ollowera  by  force.  There  is  no  better 
liroof  Cban  tbe  fact  that  the  most  peaceable  Indians  are  those  who  have 
fell  ibe  power  of  the  white  man,  niid  have  onee  been  thoroughly  beaten ; 
sod  tboM  who  go  on  the  war-path  are  those  who  have  never  experiencea 
[hcpoverof  tbe  white  man.  The  ^Nez  Percys  have  been  associated  with 
the  vliite  iH»n  for  twenty-five  years,  and  to  the  preseut  time  have  boasted 
tif  Ibeir  friendsbip  for  him,  and  the  fact  that  at  this  late  day  they  are 
in  ibe  field  against  the  wliites  is  one  of  the  severest  reflections  apon 
<iar  system  of  treating  the  ludiaiis. 

Tbe  good  people  of  the  East  who  have  Hostained  the  peace- policy,  and 
lure  no  persooai  knowledge  of  its  operation,  have  been  led  to  believe 
in  a  blood-thirsiy  and  exterminating  spirit  on  the  part  of  Army  officers 
MDiftly  because  they  maintain  that  there  is  no  other  means  of  improving 
[be  condition  of  Indians  than  to  ase  force.  Thin  is  a  great  mistake,  and 
il  is  only  necessary  to  investigate  the  matter  to  find  out  the  fallacy  of 
iL  Wherever  officers  of  the  Army  have  had  charge  it  has  been  to  tbe 
LTcat  satisfaction  of  tbe  Indians  themselves.  They  greatly  ])reter  Army 
"llicers  to  the  agents,  who  are  seldom,  if  ever,  selected  ou  account  of 
iheir  fitness  for  tbe  positJOD.  The  agents  are  nsnaily  men  who  have  no 
koovledge  of  the  Indian  character,  have  little  or  no  control  over  the 
tribes  noder  their  charge,  and,  as  I  have  shown,  are  obliged  to  call  to 
ibeir  aid  men  who  have  had  experience  with  them. 

OfllcerB  of  the  Army  are  generally  tbe  best  friends  the  ludians  have. 
Tbai  the  Indians  are  often  badly  used  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  tbe 
iHii  nbo  are  tbe  first  to  defend  them  are  tbe  ofSceru  of  tbe  Army  is  also 
uw.  We  have  occasions  to  protect  them  as  often  as  we  have  occasions 
tufigbtthem,  and  it  is  this  double  duty  to  which  we  are  constantly 
tiled  that  makes  it  necessary  to  give  the  Army  exclusive  charge  of  the 
liiiliaos. 

It  is  aaaerted  by  those  wbo  are  opposed  to  military  control  in  Indian 
iSnrn  that  tbe  presence  of  tioops  is  demoralizing  to  tbe  Indian.  I 
'"■Wtt  tiiat  the  reverse  is  the  case ;  it  is  demoralising  to  troops  to  sta- 
tioD  them  on  Indian  reservations,  particularly  nuder  the  present  system. 
Tbe  Apache  cannot  be  demoralize*!  any  more  than  he  is ;  he  is  as  low  in 
'M  scale  of  humanity  as  be  can  get.  Alt  be  needs  is  tbe  opportunity, 
iQii  he  revels  in  whatever  vices  he  may  have  access  to,  and  will,  when 
bf  has  tbe  opportunity,  hold  out  sncb  inducements  to  tbe  soldier  to  get 
*bat  he  wants  that  the  soldier  becomes  the  victim.  Were  the  Indians 
Duller  the  same  control  that  the  soldiers  are,  the  officers  could  control 
m  illicit  trade  or  interoourae.  But  agents  not  beiug  able  to  control 
■lie  Indians,  they  visit  tbe  soldier  in  spite  of  the  officers  of  the  Army. 
TtaOK  enlisted  men,  many  of  whom  are  in  the  Army  because  they  were 
BUHble  to  resist  temptation,  are  made  use  of  to  do  those  things  lor  tbe 
Iiiilian  that  the  latter  cannot  do  for  himself. 

TBASSFER  THB  INDIAN  BUBEAV  TO  THE  WA.E  DEPABTKENT. 

I  will  now  prooeed  to  give  tbe  reasoos  why  the  Indian  Bnrean  shonld 
**!  tranrferred  to  the  War  Dei>artroeot. 
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First,  it  will  place  the  wbole  subject  nnder  one  bead,  and  tlius  simpliry 
the  maDagemeiit.  The  War  Departraeut  is  the  only  branch  of  the  gov- 
ernment that  can  take  this  exclusive  control,  for  the  military  arm  must 
always  be  called  in  when  any  serions  diffiQnlty  occnrs.  Shoald  it  be 
desired  to  make  no  other  change,  this  at  least  will  greatly  facilitate  tbe 
work  of  the  present  system  of  managing  Indians.  It  will  tend  t«  pro- 
duce harmony  aiid  co-operation  between  the  agents  and  the  officers  of 
tbe  Army,  becanse  all  disagreements  that  ma>'  arise  would  be  reterred 
to  the  same  head  for  settlement. 

If  the  War  Department  had  exclusive  control,  that  department  alone 
would  be  responsible  for  whatever  might  occur  in  the  management  of 
tbe  bureau,  and  tbere  couUl  be  no  question  in  regard  to  the  credit  or 
blame  that  might  attach  to  it.  If  officers  of  the  Army  are  ever  indiffer- 
ent to  results  now,  the  transfer  wonld  create  an  interest  in  tbe  same  aft 
is  now  felt  by  tbem  when  called  nponto  perform  the  legitimate  duties  of 
their  profession. 

The  same  integrity  in  the  administration  of  affairs  wonld  follow  tbat 
BOW  prevails  in  the  military  service,  because  the  same  checks  and  bal- 
ances woDid  be  made  to  apply  that  now  sustain  officers  of  the  Army 
against  temptation  and  shield  them  from  saspicion, 

Indians  will  have  more  appreciation  of  what  is  being  done  for  them, 
for  their  savage  natures  make  them  regard  liberality  and  kindness  as 
weakness,  and  they  think  the  government  cares  for  them  and  feeds  them 
becanse  it  is  afraid  of  them.  Uould  they  be  made  to  appreciate  tbe 
power  of  the  govemmeut,  and  to  reabze  that  they  must  be  beaten  io  tbe 
end,  outbreaks  would  never  occur. 

Should  economy  govern  in  the  transfer,  officers  of  the  Army  could  do 
all  the  duty  coDueeted  with  the  Indian  management.  The  Bame  officers 
that  buy  for  the  troops  could  buy  for  the  Indian  Department,  and  their 
long  experience  wonld  secure  the  same  equivalents  for  the  money  for  the 
Indians  thar,  are  now  obtained  for  the  troops.  There  would  be  a  large 
saving  in  the  salaries  of  officers,  and  much  more  in  general  management, 
to  both  the  Army  and  the  Indian  Department,  for  when  an  agency  wonld 
be  changed  or  a  new  one  established,  the  cost  to  both  services  would  be 
considered,  and  would  save  tbe  building  of  many  new  posts  to  the  Army 
appropriation,  and  also  save  the  buildiug  of  agencies,  because  military 
posts  would  serve  the  purpose. 

The  religious  influence  would  have  superior  opportunities  to  extend 
itself  over  the  Indiaos  under  military  control,  because  there  would  be 
more  discipline.  Left  to  themselves  the  Indians  are  not  disposed  to 
worry  their  untutored  minds  with  the  white  mau's  religious  ideas. 
Where  the  agencies  are  without  troops,  the  Indians  come  and  go  as 
they  please  and  are  uot  accessible  to  the  teachers  of  Obristianity  except 
on  Bi>ecial  occasions,  and  the  infiaence  to  bring  them  together  cannot 
l>e  depended  ui)on. 

Tbe  most  serious  objection  that  I  know  of  to  the  transfer,  is  the  prob- 
able injury  to  the  military  service.  The  possibly  irredeemable  nature 
of  the  Indian  may  briug  failure  to  the  Army,  as  it  has  to  the  civil  serv- 
ice. Other  objections  that  mightbe  urged  are,  the  demoralizing  influence 
of  Indians  upon  troops,  and  the  possibility  tbat  the  odium  which  faas 
attached  to  agents  may  transfer  to  and  injure  the  reputation  of  Army 
officers,  when  they  resist  the  temptations  that  will  be  held  out  by  those 
who  have  heretofore  corrupted  the  agents. 

It  will  besi'ea  by  the  hi8tory  ofeveutsof  thcpastyearthatlam  forced 
into  a  consideration  of  the  Indian  question,  which  I  have  heretofore 
avoided,  and  which  I  would  not  have  entered  into  iu  this  report  bnt  for 
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Die  Tudt  that  I  am  constrained  to  dosofromaseDseof  duty.  A  ilepart- 
oeDt  commander  bas  a  reeponsibility  that  does  not  rest  on  any  other 
officer  of  the  Anny.  He  is  held  responaiblo  for  violations  of  the  peace 
Tjtbin  his  oomniaad,  no  matter  how  they  ori^nate ;  and  if  he  sees  the 
danger  ahead,  shonld  he  fail  to  give  wamin^  bucanae  it  is  being  brougbt 
■bont  by  the  short-couiinga  of  another  branch  of  the  public  service,  not 
military,  particolarly  wben  the  officers  of  this  service  foresee  and  predict 
the  same  danger,  aod  try  to  bold  him  accountable  for  it,  stating,  as  the 
governor  and  agent  bave  both  done,  that  unless  I  am  more  energetic 
aad  raccessfol  in  ponisbing  tbe  renegade  Indians,  all  the  San  Carlos 
Indians  are  liable  to  go  on  tbe  war-path  T  I  believe  the  danger  exists, 
lod  I  have  tried  to  show  that  the  cauae  cannot  be  justly  charged  to  tbe 
department  commander. 

IKDIANS. 

All  tbe  turbulent  Apaches  from  tbe  Bio  Grande  to  the  Colorado  now 
belong  to  tbe  San  Carlos  reservation.  There  are  still  some  renegades  at 
large,  but  1  do  not  think  they  are  numerous ;  but  as  there  may  be  bands 
tbat  belong  to  Mexico  that  may  furnish  an  asylum  to  the  renegades 
tTQta  the  San  Carlos  reservation,  I  cannot  now  foresee  how  long  it  will 
be  necessary  to  guard  tbe  soutbeasteni  border.  Ho  dp[iredations  have 
been  reported  since  tbe  killing  of  the  mail-carriers  near  Bowie  tbe  last 
of  May,  San  Carlos  is  now  the  onlj'  reservation  that  endangers  the 
peace  of  the  Territory,  and,  as  I  have  already  stated,  gives  me  the  most 
uneasiness-  It  is  also  the  only  agency  that  requires  the  presence  of  an 
oCGcer  as  requested  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  being  the 
odIj  place  where  any  great  amount  of  snpplies  is  delivered.  Tbe  pres- 
eQoeof  the  officer.  Lieutenant  Ablwtt,  Sixth  Cavalry,  who  has  been  ordered 
to  that  agency,  will  be  of  great  value  to  me  In  case  of  disturbance,  as  he 
rill  be  in  a  position  to  give  me  information  of  the  temper  and  disposi- 
tion vf  the  Indians  and  keep  me  informed  of  tbe  presence  or  absence  of 
lodiaos.  He  has  been  instructed  to  report  on  those  points  as  well  as 
any  others  tbat  may  aid  the  department  commander  ni  bis  duty  of  keep- 
ing peace  in  tbe  Territory. 

Tbe  Colorado  reservation  baa  required  no  attention  from  me  in  tbe 
paatyear.  Tbe  Pimoa,  Maricopas,  and  Papagoes,  who  are  intermediate 
between  the  Pneblo  and  wild  Apache,  iu  their  habits  of  life  are  peace- 
fol,  bat  tbey  are  tending  to  demoralization  and  decay,  from  intoxication, 
prostitotion,  and  gambling.  As  they  live  in  villages  and  are  accessible, 
1  know  of  no  finer  Held  for  the  missionary  and  for  the  practice  of  Christian 
doctriuea  as  s  means  of  civilizatiou.  These  Indiana  receive  no  allow- 
uos  from  tbe  government,  and  consequently  the  agent  has  no  disburse- 
ments to  make,  and  this  probably  accounts  for  his  continuous  absence. 

The  Moqai  Pueblos  are  also  a  peaceable  tribe,  living  in  permanent 
villages  on  inaccessible  cliffs,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Territory,  who 
practice  peace  and  good-will  toward  mankind  without  any  knowledge 
of  the  Obiiatian  faitb. 

The  Hnalpais  continue  to  roam  at  large  throngb  Mojave  County. 
There  are  no  reports  of  serious  difflcalties,  although  some  small  depreda- 
tions to  private  property  by  Indians,  and  some  outrages  against  Indians 
by  lawless  white  men,  have  been  re|x>rted  to  this  office.  A  company  of 
Indian  scoots  enlisted  from  this  tribe  is  now  serving  at  the  camp  in  tbe 
Haacfaoa  mountains,  which  tends  to  keep  these  Indiana  peaceable  for 
the  present,  if  they  were  otherwise  disposed,  of  which  there  is  no  indi- 
caHoo. 
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mDIAN  SCOUTS. 

Tbe  namber  of  Bcoats  authorized  for  this  d^tartm^t  ftt  tliis  time  is 
ODe  bnadred,  having  been  redoced  to  this  number  by  the  Uansferof 
sixty  to  tbe  department  of  tbe  Oolnmbia,  io  oonaeqaeoee  of  existing 
treables  io  that  department.  It  will  be  possible  to  get  along  with  this 
uamber  so  long  as  there  is  no  ontbrealc  The  oompaoies  of  soonts  have 
heretoforemustered  forty  men  eseb;  they  are  aowredncedtoaoarerageof 
twenty-five.  Some  of  the  Indians  who  were  diaohwged  Lad  been  enlisted 
but  a  very  short  time,  and  it  was  not  possible  to  make  them  noderstiuid 
why  they  were  discharged. 

The  Bconts  are  invaluable  for  the  pnraaitof  the  small  thieving  parties 
that  commit  the  depredations,  and  the  disposition  that  is  now  made  of 
those  authorized,  seems  to  have  a  very  satisfactory  effect,  as  no  depre- 
dations have  occurred  since  the  Hualpais  reached  the  camp  in  the 
Huacbua  Mountains. 

MILITARY  TBLEOBAPH. 

During  tbe  past  year  this  line  has  been  extended  toOamp  Bowie,  and 
fh)m  there  to  Balston  in  S'ev  Mexico.  A  great  deal  of  the  old  original . 
line  lias  been  reconstructed  and  repaired,  while  the  exteneions  in  the 
direction  of  Camp  Thomas  and  Oamp  Apache  have  advanced  far  toward 
completion.  The  greatly  increased  amount  of  work  has  been  quite  a  tax 
on  tbe  troops  and  upon  the  quartermaster's  department  during  past 
year.  By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  chief  quartermaster,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  cost  for  the  past  year  amounts  to  $14,429.63.  To 
offset  this  expenditure,  the  officer  in  charge  of  tbe  line  reports  that 
tbe  purely  official  businetta  transacted  over  tbe  line  in  tbe  department, 
at  government  rates  would  amount  to  $9,292.96.  It  greatly  fa<alitstes 
tbe  necessary  bueinesa  in  the  management  of  troops,  particularly  when 
they  are  required  in  tbe  field,  saving  both  time  and  expense.  The  cost 
for  several  years  to  come  will  be  about  half  whabit  has  been  in  tbe  past 
year,  as  it  will  include  only  necessary  repairs.  When  completed  to 
Camp  Apache,  the  line  will  almost  encircle  the  Sao  Carlos  reservation, 
and  will  be  of  great  service  in  case  of  a  distnrbanoe  by  the  Indians.  It 
is  well  worth  the  cost  to  tbe  public  service,  besides  being  invaluable  in 
tbe  progress  of  the  Territory.  Some  of  the  expenses  assumed  by  tbe 
quartermaster's  department  should  have  been  paid  out  of  special  ap- 
propriation, but  tbe  line  was  highly  necessary  and  could  only  be  extended 
and  kept  in  order  by  the  aid  of  the  quartermasber's  department  and 
troops. 

MEW  EQUTB  OP  SUPPLY. 

The  approach  of  railroads  from  the  East  is  attracUng  attention  to  a  new 
route,  to  connect  with  the  Denver  and  Bio  Qrande  Railroad,  by  which  to 
supply  the  posts  of  Camp  Verde,  Whipple,  and  McDowell.  An  expendi- 
ture of  a  few  thousand  dollars  on  tbe  Mogollon  Mountains  wunld  put 
the  road  in  condition  and  induce  a  freighting  trade  that  would  reduce 
the  cost  of  articles  that  must  come  from  the  East,  and  keep  down  the 
monopoly  that  exists  by  the  present  route  from  San  Francisco.  Atten- 
tion is  invited  to  tbe  reports  of  tbe  chief  engines  and  chief  quarter- 
master of  the  department,  on  tbe  subject. 

UNITED  STATES  DEPOSITOBT. 

Attentioa  is  called  to  the  recommendations  of  the  chief  paymaster 
and  chief  quartermaster,  in  regard  to  tbe  establishment  of  a  United 
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States  depository  in  Preacott.  More  than  a  million  of  dollars  is  required 
ID  tliese  two  departments  alone  for  the  pnblio  service  in  this  depart- 
seot^  and  a  Ter;  large  proportion  in  needed  for  disbnreement  in  Pres- 
ratt.  The  depository  in  Tucson  is  onl;  available  for  that  locality,  and 
s  of  BO  service  for  other  portions  of  the  Territory. 

GonoLUSion. 

Ib  eraelodon,!  will  express  my  grotiflcatioQ  at  the  g:enerally  satisfae* 
toTT  coBditioa  of  this  department  in  all  respects.  Indians  have  been  a 
little  troublesome  oa  the  border,  but  the  ancoess  of  the  troops  in  the 
Bmbw  of  killed,  and  property  captured,  has  exceeded  the  success  of 
tb«  depredations  by  Indians,  which  has  not  always  been  the  case  ia  In- 
dian troubles  here  or  elsewhere. 

I  rtspectfally  invite  attention  to  the  several  reiwrts  of  the  chiefs  of 
'lepsrtmeut  for  details  as  to  the  workings  of  each,  and  I  desire  to  ao- 
ktiowledge  here  that  the  satisfactory  coi:^itiou  of  this  department  is  doe 
lo  the  b^uty  co-operation  of  these  officers  and  the  other  officers  of  my 
Raff,  and  also  to  the  efficiency  of  the  various  post  commanders. 
Hie  reports  of  the  following  facers  are  herewith  inclosed : 
Maj.  Rodney  Smith,  chief  paymaster. 
Maj.  Charles  A.  Beynolds,  chief  qnartermaster. 
CapL  Charles  P.  Bagan,  chief  commissary, 
^g.  James  C.  HoEee,  medical  director. 

Maj.  James  Biddte,  Bixth  Uvited  States  Cavalry,  acting  assistant 
inspector-general 

U«ttt.  Earl  D.  Thomas,  Fifth  Uiiited  States  Cavalry,  acting  engineer 
(ffieer. 
Koster  of  troops. 

Kespeetfally  sabroitted, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Colonel  Sigkth  XJ,  8.  If^antry, 
Brevet  Major-Oeneral  [tuiigntd,) 
Commanding  Di^artmtnt. 
To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-Obnerai., 
MiMary  I>ivi»i»n  of  the  Pacific  and  Oepartmenl  of  California. 


No.  12— EEPOBT  OF  MAJOItGEHEEAL  J.  M-  SCHOFIELD. 
HEAI>QUAnTBRS  DBPASTUEHT  OF  WEST  PoiNT, 

United  Statbs  Militaet  Aoademt, 

West  Point,  N.  Y.,  Novemhar  8, 1877. 

SiB:  For  the  information  of  the  General  of  the  Army,  and  the  hon- 
wable  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  preseitt  con- 
dition of  the  Military  Academy,  the  changes  that  have  been  mode 
therein  during  the  past  year,  and  the  further  improvemcDts  wbicb  ap> 
pear  neceMary  to  the  best  interests  of  the  institation. 

Id  obediesce  to  the  President's  order,  I  assumed  charge  of  the  Military 
Arademy,  as  superintendent,  on  the  Ist  of  September,  1876. 

The  first  important  duty  which  demanded  my  attention  was  a  careful 
n-vision  of  the  aeademio  regulations,  with  a  view  to  such  improvement 
n  might  be  possible  io  the  system  of  discipline,  coarse  of  instruction, 
■sd  general  administration  of  the  institation. 
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The  revised  regnlatioDa,  having  been  Bubmitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  by  him  to  the  President,  were  approved  and  adopted  on  the 
28th  of  Febraary,  1877.  The  most  important  feature  of  this  revised 
system  is  the  erection  of  the  Military  Academy  and  its  accessories,  cod- 
stitating  the  post  of  West  Point,  into  a  military  department,  under  the 
command  of  a  general  ofScer,  and  under  the  enpervieioD  aad  charge  of 
the  General-in-Chief  of  the  Army.  This  gives  to  this  institutiou  au 
organization  coriespoiiding  to  ita  character  as  one  of  the  moat  important 
branches  of  the  military  establishment;  makee  it  in  form  what  it  is 
designed  to  be  in  substance,  viz,  a  model  for  the  purpose  of  instrnetioD, 
of  a  separate  military  department,  or  of  any  army  In  the  field;  and 
malies  the  official  head  of  the  Army  responsible  to  the  President  and 
the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  proper  conduct  of  this  as  for  other  brauches 
of  the  military  service. 

The  revised  regulations  also  embody  a  number  of  changes  in  the 
minor  details  of  administration  and  discipline,  which  it  is  not  oecessary 
to  specify  here.  The  results  of  all  these  changes  have  thus  Cor  been 
entirely  satisfactory.  Their  development,  in  the  due  coarse  of  time, 
will,  it  is  confidently  believed,  add  appreciably  to  the  great  service 
which  the  Academy  has  heretofore  performed,  by  giving  a  still  higher 
degree  of  moral,  physical,  and  professional  qualifications  to  the  young 
officers  of  the  Army. 

Some  of  the  improvements  logically  conseqaeot  upon  the  new  organi- 
zation can  only  be  effected  at  the  appropriate  periods  In  the  four  years' 
course  of  instruction.  These  have  beqp  commenced,  at  the  begiouing 
of  this  academic  year,  by  the  introdactiou,  with  the  saoctiou  of  the 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  mach-needed  instruction  iu 
English  studies  as  a  part  of  the  first  year's  course.  Other  changes 
which  may  be  determined  on  in  the  academic  course  should  be  intro- 
daced  from  year  to  year,  as  the  present  fourth  class  advances  through 
the  prescribed  term  of  four  years. 

Improvements  in  the  military  instruction  need  not  await  this  periodi- 
cal method  of  introduction.  They  are  now  largely  in  successful  opera- 
tion.   Among  them  may  be  enumerated : 

First.  The  habitual  instruction  of  all  the  members  of  the  two  higher 
classes  in  all  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  dou-coid missioned  offl- 
cers  and  officers,  instead  of  confining  many  of  them  to  the  duties  of 
privates  iu  the  ranks  and  on  guard. 

Second.  More  extended  instruction  in  the  cavalry  8er\-ioe  required  by 
our  young  officers  on  the  frontier. 

Third.  Hifie  practice,  without  proficiency  in  which  troops  can  now 
be  of  little  service. 

Fourth.  Instruction  iu  boating,  not  with  race-boats,  but  with  the 
working-barges  so  commonly  required  by  the  troops  on  onr  extended 
sea-coast,  lakes,  and  great  rivers. 

Fifth.  Systematic  instruction  in  gymnastics  as  well  as  in  the  use  of 
the  sword  and  bayonet. 

Sixth.  Instruction  in  swimming  is  only  delayed  for  the  necessary  ap- 
propriation for  the  construction  of  a  swimming-bath. 

It  is  important  to  observe  that  none  of  these  improvements  are  at 
the  expense,  in  any  degree,  of  the  academic  departments.  If  they 
detract  from  anything,  it  will  be  only  from  the  machine-like  precision  of 
infantry  maneuvers  for  which  the  battalion  of  cadets  is  so  justly  cele- 
brated.   Even  this  will  not  be  dimluisbed  to  any  injurious  extent. 

Lastly,  we  are  now  commencing  something  in  the  nature  of  a  "  post- 
graduate course,"  for  the  benefit  of  yonng  officers  temporarily  stationed 
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here,  bj  nLicb  they  may,  with  the  aid  of  the  older  and  more  esperi- 
eoeed  officers,  advantageously  parsne  their  atndies  in  the  higher  branches 
of  their  profession  beyond  the  possible  limits  of  the  course  of  instractioa 
for  cadets. 

Tbe  general  aim  which  is  ^ruiding  these  efforts  is  to  enable  the  one 
military  iuatitntiou  supported  by  the  United  States  to  satisfy  in  tbe 
highest  practicable  degree  the  national  demand  for  a  small  body  of  mili- 
tary ofBcers  so  tborooghly  instructed  in  all  branches  of  their  profession 
as  to  be  able  to  fulhli  the  daties  which  in  other  countries  are  devolved 
D)>on  tbe  graduates  of  sereral  special  military  schools. 

The  further  development  of  the  plan  for  reorganization  of  tbe  M^ili- 
tary  Aeademy  requires  Congressional  legislation.  On  the  20th  of  April 
last,  I  submitted  to  the  War  Departtneut  a  proposition  for  a  compre- 
hensive revision  of  tbo  statutes  relating  to  the  Military  Academy. 

Ike  most  essential  features  of  this  proposition  were  those  reorganiz- 
iag  the  departments  of  languages,  those  providing  for  a  permanent  board 
of  visitors,  in  lieu  of  the  annual  board,  and  that  relating  to  the  mode  of 
selection  and  tenure  of  office  of  the  professors.  To  these  I  desire  again 
to  mvite  special  attention.  The  proposed  permanent  board  will  also 
perform,  qot  only  once,  but  as  often  as  experience  may  render  necesary, 
Ibe  service  designated  by  the  late  board  of  visitors  for  the  special  com- 
mission recommended  by  them,  namely,  the  revisiou  of  the  course  of 
atndies. 

Upon  this  supervisory  board  should  be  represented  the  two  houses  of 
Congress,  the  Army,  the  N^avy,  nnd  some  of  the  most  eminent  educa- 
tional institutions  of  tbe  country.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Military 
Academy  should  doubtless  be  ex  officio  a,  member  of  this  board,  as 
representative  of  the  academic  board.  The  high  board  tbus  consti- 
tated  would  be  able  to  give  sufficient  time  and  attention  to  the  subject 
to  iutelligently  pass  judgment  upon  the  plans  of  tbe  Superintendent  for 
revision  of  the  eourse  of  studies  and  other  improvements,  to  approve  or 
Diodify  those  plans,  to  observe  their  operation  from  year  to  year,  and 
thus  conduct  them  toward  perfection. 

The  proposed  omission  of  the  separate  depurtment  of  Spanish  is  in 
accordance  with  the  nearly  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  academic 
board.  This  in  unquestionably  demanded  by  the  best  interests  of  tbe 
academy  as  well  as  by  considerations  of  economy.  Tbe  change  should 
tate  effect  upon  tbe  occurrence  of  a  vacancy  in  the  present  professor- 
ship, and  independently  of  the  question  whether  the  Spanish  language 
is  to  continae  a  part  of  the  course  of  instruction.  Whether  it  is  cou- 
linaed  or  not,  one  department  of  modern  languages  would  be  better  than 
tvo  in  this  institution. 

The  proposed  change  in  tbe  mode  of  selection  and  tenure  of  office  of 
the  professors  is  open  to  valid  objection  on  the  ground  of  insecurity  of 
tenure  of  officers  assignetl  from  tbe  Army  at  large.  But  this  objectioD 
nay  be  overcome  by  giving  to  the  Board  of  Visitors  power  to  initiate 
all  changes  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  academic  board.  Withoat 
their  recommendation,  changes  would  then  rarely  be  made. 

In  order  that  no  officers  of  the  Array  may  be  deprived  of  promotion 
by  the  commissioning  of  the  present  professors  in  the  corps  to  which 
tbey  formerly  belonged,  there  should  be  added,  temporarily,  to  the 
Corps  of  Engineers  one  colonel,  one  tieutenant-colouel,  and  oue  m^jor,. 
aad  to  the  Seventh  Regiment  of  Cavalry  one  captain. 

The  two  senior  professors,  formerly  officers  of  artillery,  need  not  nec- 
essarily be  recom missioned,  and  if  they  were,  no  other  officers  would 
thereby  be  deprived  of  promotion. 
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For  the  purpose  of  giving  all  poselble  information  on  the  sabject  to 
those  upon  whom  the  responsibility  of  action  devolves,  I  have  invited 
the  members  of  ttie  academic  board  to  separately  sabmtt  their  views 
on  these  qnestions,  and  I  now  have  the  honor  to  forward  them  with  this 
report. 

I  also  Inclose  a  copy  of  the  propowd  revision  of  the  statutes,  with 
snch  ameodmeDts  as  appear  to  me  to  be  necessary  in  view  of  tlie  ob- 
jections suggested. 

The  tiroops  on  dnty  in  the  department  consist  of  the  corps  of  profess- 
ors, instructora,  and  their  assistauts;  the  battalion  of  cadets,  a  com- 
pany of  engineer  troops,  a  detachment  of  cavalry  and  a  detachment  of 
artillery,  (the  two  latter  being  limited,  by  orders,  to  an  aggregate  of  two 
hundred  enlisted  men,]  and  the  Military  Academy  band  and  field  mnsi- 
oians  attacbed  to  cadet  companies. 

The  present  strength  of  these  several  organizations  is  sufficient  barely 
for  the  necessities  of  the  service,  with  the  exception  of  the  number  of 
musicians  now  authorized  for  the  band.  This  number  is  about  half 
that  named  in  the  Bevised  Statutes,  and  well  known  to  be  necessary  to 
constitute  an  etBcient  band  of  music.  It  is  hoped  that  Congress  may 
be  pleased  not  to  leave  in  so  defective  a  state  any  part  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Military  Academy  where  all  else  is  so  creditable  to  the 
country. 

In  conclusion,  I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  state  of  instme- 
tlon  in  the  several  departments  of  the  Academy,  as  now  organized,  and 
of  discipline  in  tbe  corps  of  cadets,  is  highly  satisfactory. 

The  detailed  reports  required  by  academic  regulations  and  tbe  esti- 
mates of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  the  Academy  for  tbe 
next  fiscal  year  have  heretofore  been  submitted. 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  aCHOFIELD, 
Major- General,  U.  8.  Armg, 
SuperiHiendent  Militaty  Academy,  Commanding  D^artment. 

Tbe  Adjutahi  Gbhkeal, 

United  states  Army,  WaahxHgtoH,  J>.  C.  ' 


Ho.  12  A. 

HsADquAitTERS  Dbpastmbnt  op  West  Point, 
United  States  Miutaky  Acadkmv, 

Wttt  Point,  ^'.  r.,  April  20,  istt. 
Obxeral  :  lu  my  opioloD,  after  carefnl  exaaunatioD,  tfae  Revised  Stetates  relating 
to  tbe  Military  Academy  am  defactlTe  in  the  foltowiog  respeots : 

1st.  Id  tbe  mode  of  appointment  and  teoare  of  ofBoa  of  the  principal  offioora  of  the 
Aeadeaiy. 

The  Baperlnteodent,  the  commandant  of  cadets,  a&d  tbe  profesaon  ma;  all  be  ^i- 
pointed  for  life,  withoat  reslriBtioD  of  an;  kiDd.  Tbe  two  former  may  lie,  and  thaa 
far  bare  been,  selnoted  from  the  Army,  tbat  is,  tbey  have  been  officers  of  the  Ann; 
aselgDcd  by  tbe  Pruident  to  tbose  duties.  Tbe  ^ofesson  are,  witb  Ute  sioKla  excep- 
tion of  tbe  profeasoi  of  lav,  appointed  for  life.  It  Ttoald  be  moab  better  if  all  were 
oflleera  of  tbe  Army,  asaigned  to  duty  at  tbe  Aoademy  daring  tbe  pleasare  of  tbe  Pres- 

'  Sach  positions  are  reurded  as  very  desirable  and  are  nincb  songbt  for.  In  tbe  na- 
tnre  of  tbinics  some  bad  appointmBBts  maal  be  made.  ETen  one  snob  ii  enoagh  to 
work  seriooB  injury  to  the  Aoademy.  Being  a  life  appointment  there  ia  no  practicable 
remedy,  and  bence  the  evil  most  be  endared  for  a  generation ;  while  if  these  poaitions 
were  filled  by  the  assignment  of  Army  offloers,  bad  selectioDs  woald  be  much  lees  likely 
to  be  made,  and,  what  ia  far  more  important,  if  made,  they  coold  readily  be  correoted. 
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Tbe  profeaaoTS  of  the  Acftdemy  rank  u  colonels  or  lientensot-colonela,  and  tbelt 
offloei  an  amouK  tbe  most  impnrtant^f  those  jtrades  id  the  Arm; ;  yet  the  Baftagnards 
tbmu  Bittnnd  tboM  high  fcndea  ia  other  braoches  of  tbo  militu'y  service  are  eutinly 
vutiDX  in  Iht  Acadeiny.    Auybotly  ma;  be  appointed  a  piofsnor. 

In  alargeeoi^of  omoers,  baving  fcreatly  diversified  dntiee,  afev  membsra,  lacking 
nwdal  fltiMM,  canae  no  great  inooovenienee.  They  oan  be  aBsigned  to  sach  datiea  as 
th«j  may  be  qualified  for,  or  even  left  off  dnty ;  tnit,  in  «  very  small  corps  like  the 
lesdemioboaid,  where  each  member  must  have  special  fltDeea  fbi  hisparticnlardatiee, 
there  is  no  remedy  for  a  bad  selection  nnless  it  be  by  tranafar  of  the  officer  to  some 
Mbec  corps  of  tbe  Army,  and  this  ebonld  be  aotborizea  by  law. 

Tbe  most  cfBcient  period  of  life  for  aoodemio  dnty  is  middle  age,  and  soma  years 
pneedine.  After  that  such  daties  become  irksome.  OfBcers  deeire  a  broader  spnere, 
opportonitin  for  higher  distinction  and  incressed  rank.  As  a  general  mle  it  wonld  be 
bvoeGeiol,  both  to  the  oEBoer  and  to  the  public  service,  althongb  tbe  offloer  be  one  of 
tlH  moat  efflcieut,  to  allow  him  to  Tetnm  to  bis  corps  in  tbe  Army  after  a  certain 
period  of  service  at  the  Academy ;  bis  place  there  tc  be  filled  by  a  yonnger  man. 

Dm  sarhig  of  espenae  resalting  from  ttie  change  sn^eated  woald  be  considerable, 
lii,  tbe  entice  Artny  pa;  of  tbe  oflScera  aaaigned  to  doty  as  profbseors. 

Officer*  aoaigoed  to  tbe  important  positlone  at  the  Academy  shoald  have  local  rank 
■ad  pay  eorreapiindiDg  to  their  duties,  sobetaotially  aa  now  provided  b;  law. 

!o.  Bank  of  tbe  Saperintendent  and  of  tbe  commandant  of  cadets. 

The  corpa  of  cadets,  with  ita  infiintry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  organization s,  and  the 
ttisiiieen,  ordnance,  artillery,  and  cavalry  attached  ftr  their  instrnction,  oonstitnte 
Aa  epitome  of  an  army.  The  orgaDiiation  shonM  be  tbe  model  of  that  of  an  anuy, 
or  »  "  separate  department,"  and  the  commandei  sbonld  have  the  rank  of  a  brigadier- 
gmeral,  at  least,  instead  t^  that  of  colonel,  as  now  provided  bv  law.  For  like  rea- 
noithe  oommandant  of  the  corps  of  oadets  abonld  have  the  rank  of  ooloneL 

3d.  Tbe  course  of  instrnction. 

ConnderiD^  the  popular  character  of  cadet  appointment*  it  is  not  possible  to  main- 
taiD  a  ver;  biEh  standard  of  qnalifleation  for  admission  to  tbe  Academy.  Hence,  in- 
(ttnetioD  in  the  higher  brBnehee  of  on  English  edaoatioD  sbonld  fbrm  a  part  of  tbe 
pnacriind  conrse.  These  anlgecta  were  formerly  tunght,  bat  in  recent  years  tbe;  bave 
bcoi  crowded  oat  b;  otheta  thonght  to  be  more  Important. 

In  a  ooDiflo  of  studies  a  very  lajvo  part  of  which  most  of  neosMit;  he  technical,  and  to 

■hieb  latter  all  otheta  mnst  be  ■nbotdinateorprm— ' —   *" —        

iboold  be  Beleeled  from  tlia  inltJecta  wbicb  are,  a     , 
pertaat  of  tboae  not  eseential ;   and  it  shoald  be  remembered  that  thorongh  Instrnc- 
tion in  a  ftw  broncbea  i*  tai  mom  valuable  than  saperfloial  knowledge  of  man;. 

Tbe  bnnohea  which  embody  the  ottimate  object  of  cadet  edaoation  are  embraced  in 
ihcdepartniontaof  engineering,  philosophy,  cbemiBtry,  &«.;  ordnance,  law,  and  mili- 
tary tactica,  A«.  Thoae  which  are  essential  as  preparatorv  to  the  former  are'malhe- 
nalics,  EngUah,  and  drawinc-    The  othen  are  non-esaeDtial. 

Tbe  FVench  langn^e  was  formerl;  indispeuaable  for  tbe  reason  that  a  large  part  of 
Um  sdentifie  teit-booka  used  at  the  Academy  were  printed  in  that  Ian Kuage.  Now 
ttwy  are  all  in  English,  and  hence  French,  though  still  important,'  is  no  longer  india- 
pauabls. 

Tbe  Spanish  language  waa  Introdneed  not  long  after  tbe  Mexican  war,  when  tbe 
Own;  prevailed  in  oMcial  clrclee  that  future  conqueats  or  oocnpation  of  territor;  in 
tbit  direction  would  render  a  knowledge  of  the  Bpanish  langoage  b;  officers  of  the 
.^rm;  very  important.  This  theory  baa  proved  to  be  wholly  rallacloos.  The  knowi- 
ngs of  Spanish  acquired  at  tbe  Academy  baa  proved  of  little  use,  and  is  not  likely  to 
bMDmemore  naefnl  in  any  future  event  that  can  now  be  foraseen.  However  desirable 
a  knowledge  of  Spanish  ma;  be  aa  an  accomplishment,  ita  acquisition  by  an  officer  of 
ths  Army  at  tbe  expense  of  his  own  langn^e  cannot  be  regarded  as  oetter  than  a 
*aMe  of  time. 

The  some  is  by  no  means  trae  of  tbe  French.  Frequent  interconrse  between  Arm; 
fifficers  and  foreigners,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  renders  a  knowledge  of  tbe  French 
lingusge  very  important,  that  being  the  nniversal  langnage  of  soch  interoonrse.  Be- 
•idea,  the  French  military  literatnre,  olthongli  no  longer  indispensable,  is  still  ver; 
talosble  to  the  militorv  student. 

The  study  of  EnglisA  composition  and  construction,  in  which  grodnates  of  West 
""at  ore  not  always  oa  proficient  as  well-educated  gentlemen  ought  to  be,  can  be 
Mrt  Ttroaeeiited  In  oonoeotion  with  translations  &om  the  French.  For  these  reasons 
neb  and  English   sbonld  be  consolidated  into   one  department  of  modem 

■''-'--  ' ' *  -'  " — "'-  -' — '-*  "e  abolished. 

mped  at  least  three  months  in  eaoh 
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year."  Tbis  is  not  done,  and  canDot  be  done  withoal  mfttorially  abridKlDg  tbe  conne 
of  Btodiee.  Tbe  eacampmeat  actaally  laale  only  a  little  moi«  thaa  tuio  moutliB,  vU, 
from  tbe  cIobs  of  the  ezamiDatioa  in  June  aatil  tbe  39tli  of  Aogaat. 

&tb.  Seotioo  1313  makes  tbe  oomtnandaot  of  cadets  Instraotor  in  tbe  taotica  of 
tbe  tbree  arms  of  tbe  service.  Of  course,  be  la  the  "  senior  "  iuBtmetor,  yet  sectioii 
1309  provides  for  a  "  Beoioi  instniotor  "  in  tbe  tactios  of  each  of  tbe  arms,  three  ia 
all,  besides  the  commandant.  Tbese  three  officers  are  presumed  to  be  tbe  same  aa 
those  styled  "senior  assistant  instrnctors "  in  section  1337.  Tbeir  title  abonldbe 
simply  "  aasistant  instnictor." 

6tb.  Section  1336  slvea  the  instructor  of  practical  military  engineering  the  pa;  of 
major,  and  section  1337*  makes  bis  pay  that  of  captain. 

7th.  Section  1315  is  not  clear  in  respect  to  tbe  number  of  cadets  to  l>e  appointed  "at 
large."  The  practice  is  to  appoint  ten  annually,  although  this  does  not  seem  to  be 
very  clearly  authorized  by  the  statute. 

Hth.  Tbe  recent  practice,  sanctioned,  thoagh  not  required,  by  lav,  by  irhjoh  the 
supeiviHion  of  the  Academy  was  exercised  by  the  Secretory  of  War,  either  directly 
or  tbrougb  some  snbordinaCe  officer  or  clerk  of  the  department,  was  extremely  detri- 
meotol  to  the  best  iuterests  of  the  Academy.  It  wonld  have  been  much  better  to  have 
left  the  supervision,  as  formerly,  in  tbe  Chief  of  Engineers — an  offleer  having  intimate 
knowledge  of  and  permanent  interest  in  the  institution.  Tbe  Academy  shonld  bn 
regarded  as  a  pari  of  the  Army,  and,  like  all  other  parts,  subject  to  tbe  constant  cace 
oAbe  General-in-Chief. 

9th.  The  board  of  visitors  has  survived  tbe  special  purpose  for  which  it  was 
iDtended,  and,  as  now  constituted,  at  least,  it  may  well  be  questioned  whether  itscon- 
'     'i  any  respect  desirable.    It  waa  designed  as  a  means  of  bringing  the 


.ainty  these  reasons  no  longer  exist  for  the  annual  visit. 
country  ia  now  better  known  and  appreciated  than  tbe  Military  Aoademy.  Naturally 
a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention  are  devoted  to  making  a  fine  display  before  tbe 
board  of  viaitora,  and  possibly  this  may  serve  as  some  stimulus  to  the  acquisition  of  a 
high  degree  of  eicetleuce,  but  the  benefit  in  this  respect  cannot  be  great.  The  thou- 
eaads  of  unofficial,  as  well  as  official,  visitors  who  witness  the  academic  and  military 
ezercisea  every  year  quite  auffloiently  serve  the  office  of  critics. 

But,  if  it  ia  ihongbt  advisable  to  continue  tbe  board  of  visitors,  the  latter  should  be 
so  oonatituted  as  to  be  useful  to  tbe  Academy.  This  oan  be  done  by  giving  the  hoard 
a  certain  degree  of  permanence  io  its  composittoo,  including  among  its  members  gen- 
tlemen whose  profeasiooal  education  will  enable  tbem  to  Jadge  of  the  merits  and  rela- 
tive Importance  of  alt  branobea  of  tbe  conrae  of  instruction.  Tbe  members  of  such  a 
board  would  acquire,  from  year  to  year,  a  more  thorough  knowledgeof  tbe  institution, 
be  able  to  discover  its  derecta,  and  to  jndge  wisely  otthe  best  practicable  remedies. 
Their  reports  would  be  entitled  to,  and  would,  probably,  receive  serious  attention, 
which  it  is  believed  is  rarely,  if  ever,  given  the  reports  of  tbe  present  boards  of  viaiton. 

Ibaveprepareda  revision  of  the  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes  relating  to  the  Mili- 
tary Academy,  making  only  such  cbanses  oa  are  neceasary  to  correct  manifest  errorij 
and  to  secure  the  reforms  which  I  have  herein  referred  to,  and  which  seem  to  me  essen- 
tial to  tbe  best  interests  of  the  Academy.  Beside  tbe  other  advant^es  referred  U 
proposed  changes  would  con-'''""'^'''  '''™!":''i*  *i*"  ^,.^....^^0  ..f  tUo  .n^tit.ii-fnn 

I  respectfully  submit  the  i 
War,  and  such  action  aa  may  by  bim  be  thought  e 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

AlqJOT'Gaieral. 
Tbe  Adjl'takt  Gicnrral  Ukited  States  Armt, 

JTaihiKglm,  D.  C. 
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CDAFTEit  Four. — The  JfiltJary  Academy. 


1 VJ.  Tlie  Academy  and  post  of  WMt  Point 

a  teparate  dspartuent. 
I'lliL  OtfaoiiBtioo. 
Mil.  Offloaia  of  Academy  to  be  offioers  of 

Army, 
tilt  ProfiMoca  and  efaapUina  may  be 

comminoiiad  in  Armj'. 
I'll^.  Local  rank  of  offlcera  of  AcAdcmy. 
UK.  iiaperinfatDdeiit  to  bave  immediate 

command  and  gOTemment. 
Ulj,  Commaodant  of  oadeta  to  commaDd 

Mrpa  of  oadeto  And  be  iDBlrnctoc 

of  taetioa. 
UK  CadBta,Dnaiberaod  appolntmeDtof. 
1 IIT.  AppointmeDts  Id  advaaoe. 
III*.  Aje of  appointeea. 
111:1,  EianuDatiDQ  asd  qnalifloatioDB. 
l^:  Oath. 
l:Ul.  EDK>g«meDt  for  aervice. 


8«e. 

1333.  Wbero  to  do  dnty. 

1334.  No  atDdisa  on  Sanday. 

1325.  Foand  deQoieut. 

1326.  Superintendent  may  eieontoaenton- 
oee  of  general  oourts-mwtial,  when 

13*27.  Board  of  rUitora. 

132d.  Datiesof  visltora. 

1329.  Payment  of  eipenaas  of  viiltoia. 

ISSO,  Xiearesof  absanoe. 

1331.  Congressional  doenmenta  to  library. 

13.12.  Betirement  of  profeasora. 

1333.  Pay  and  allowances  of  ofBcers  of 
Aoademy. 

1334.  Pay  of  master  ofsnord. 

1335.  Pay  of  cadets. 
133S.  Pay  of  librarlao  and  assletaot 
1337.  Payof Don-commiBaloaedofflcer.&c 
133S.  Band  conatsts  of. 
1339.  Pay,  &.a.,  of  teaober  of  mnsio  and 

OQliated  men  of  baud. 

«Fc.  1309.  Tbe  Doited  States  Military  Academy  and  the  post  of  West  Point,  in  the 
^tucofMawTork,  shall  couttitnte  a  separate  military  department.  The  General-in- 
<t»faftb«AnDy,aiiderdireationof  the  Stioretary  of  War,  shall  have  immediate  anper- 
':>iua  aod  ebarge  of  the  deparLment,  Hnbjeot  to  reKol'tions  prescribed  by  the  Preaidcmt. 

fa:.  1310.  The  Military  Academy  Bball  be  ooDstituted  as  follovH :  There  shall  be  a 
■iN'rintsDilmt  of  the  Academy,  who  shall  be  commanding  ocaeiul  of  the  department; 
iniiDmaiidaot  of  cadets,  who  shall  be  instructor  in  the  tactics  of  the  three  arms;  one 
i>v!laDt  instmctof  in  tbe  tactics  of  artillery;  one  assistant  inslrnctor  in  the  tactics  of 
nriltj;  one  assistant  instmctor  in  the  tactics  of  infantry;  one  professor  aod  c 
■•^•UDt  profeascH'  of  civil  and  military  engineering ;  one  professor  and  one  aasisti 
>:  'Cnsor  of  natural  and  experimental  philosophy ;  one  professor  and  one  assistant  pro- 
^vniof  oatheiiuitica;  one  professor  and  one  assistant  professor  of  chemistry,  mtner- 
i-«p.  lod  seology ;  one  prafeesor  and  one  assistant  professor  of  modsm  languagei ;  one 
i^bapUin,  <rho  sIikU  be  professor  of  ethios ;  one  professor  and  one  assistant  professor  of 
'tnoiog;  one  professor  and  one  assistant  profassor  of  i  oternational,  const itntional,  and 
^liliry  law;  one  instructor  of  practical  military  engineering;  one  instraotor  of  ord- 
-i::ceaiid  the  science  of  gonnery;  one  adjutant;  oueqnartermaater ;  one  qaarterm aster 
•i.'I  (mnmissary  of  cadets;  one  disbnrsing-offlcer,  who  shall  be  treasnrer  of  the  Aoad- 
'^v.  aad  shall  give  booda;  one  master  of  the  sword;  and  suoh  additional  offlcera  of 
:^  Army  as  may  be  oeceswary  for  the  instmction  of  Che  cadets. 

>FC.  1311.  Alltbeofflcersof  the  Military  Academyshallbeofflcers  of  the  Army, assiKoed 
''I'lutyat  the  Academy  dnring  the  pleasnre  of  the  President.  The  professors  shall  be 
'<^nnofnot  leas  than  ten  years' service  in  tbe  Army,  shall  be  selected  solely  on  the 
."r'^EndofspeclalqDBlifications  for  their  protoBSonhips,  and  shall  not  be  removed  there- 
'.''im  except  upon  their  own  application,  or  when  the  good  of  tbe  Academy  may  require 
nrli  change. 

hcc.  I3I2.  Tbe  professors  of  the  Acailem;  who  have  beretofore  been  offloers  of  any 
(-'tiM  or  ara  of  tbe  secvice  may  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  President  to 
■^-  enAt  in  sacb  ooipe  or  arm,  respectively,  to  which  they  woald  have  been  entitled 
'?  nfclmr  promotion,  according  to  seniority,  if  they  had  oontianed  to  serve  in  snch 
^H"  or  arm  of  the  service.  The  ohaplaiu  may  be  commissioned  a  chaplain  in  tbe 
^nuy-  Adv  of  the  profe«iors  who  may  not  be  commlseioned  in  tbe  Army,  as  provided 
ic  1I111  section,  may  be  retired  from  active  service,  as  now  aatborlzed  by  law,  or  they 
°»T  be  retained  on  duty  at  the  Military  Academy  in  their  present  rank ;  but  no  new 
>l'I>4iiitii]enta  shall  be  made  to  the  grade  of  professor  in  tbe  Military  Academy.  No 
I'^'trof  the  Army  sball  be  deprived  of  the  promotion  to  which  be  would  otherwise 
'« EQtiited,  by  the  appointment,  as  provided  in  this  section,  of  any  uf  the  prnsent  pro- 
i~f-'n  to  his  former  corps  or  branch  of  the  service. 

^K.  1313.  The  following  offloers  of  the  Academy  shall,  while  serving  as  such,  have 
■■>^1  nak,  as  follows :  Tbe  superintendent,  wbon  not  a  general  ofSoer  of  the  Army, 
■liill  bsve  the  local  rank  of  brigadier-general ;  the  commandant  of  cadets,  the  local 
""'<  of  colonel;  the  profeMora,  lor  the  drat  ten  years  of  their  service  as  such,  the  local 
'vii  of  lleatenant-caloDel,  and  thereafter  the  local  rank  of  colonel ;  tbe  irstrnotors, 


Id6  BEPOBT  OF  TBE  B££BETABK  OF  WAB. 

BBC.  1314.  The  BuperlDtendeDt,  and,  id  bis  ftbaeoce,  tfae  next  in  rank,  sball  bare  tbe 
immediate  com  maud  of  the  department  and  the  KOvernmeDt  of  the  Academf. 

Sec.  1315.  The  commandant  of  cftdets  sball  nave  the  immediate  command  of  tbe 
oorpa  of  codtita,  and  aball  be  inatrnctor  id  the  Uottca  of  artillerf  cavalry,  and  infantry, 
and  in  the  inlea  of  militaiy  police  and  discipline. 

Sec.  1316.  The  corps  of  oadata  sboll  conslaC  of  one  from  eaeb  CoognMiona]  district, 
one  from  each  Territorf,  one  from  the  District  of  Colambia,  aDdtenappointedoiiiiiianr 
from  the  Unit«d  Statu  at  large.  They  ahBll  be  appointed  b;  the  pMaidmt,  and  ahalL 
with  the  eieaptioD  of  the  ten  cadets  appointed  at  large,  be  aotnal  reajdsnta  of  th*  Con- 
givssional  or  territorial  dislriata,  or  of  tbe  Dlatrict  of  Columbia,  respectiTelj,  bmn 
vrbich  they  pnrport  to  be  appointed. 

Sec.  1317.  Cadets  shall  be  appointed  one  year  in  advance  of  the  time  of  tbeir  admis- 
sion to  tbe  Academy,  except  in  eases  where,  by  reason  of  death  or  other  caDiw,B 
vacancy  occare  wbiob  cannot  be  provided  for  by  anoh  appointouiut  in  advance ;  bat  no 

Eay  or  other  allovrance  shall  be  ji^ven  to  any  appaintae  nntil  he  ahall  fa&ve  been  rega- 
my  admitted,  as  herein  pruvldui;  and  all  appolntmenta  eh^l  be  conditional  antil 
anch  provisions  eball  have  be«n  conn^lied  with. 

8kc.  1316.  Appointees  shall  be  admitted  to  the  Academy  only  between  the  agta  of 
seventeen  and  tvretity-two  years. 

Sec.  1319.  Appointees  shall  be  examined  nnder  refcnlationa  to  be  preneribed,  from 
time  to  time,  by  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  before  they  shall  be  admitted  to  the  Aoadem.v. 
and  shall  be  required  to  be  well  versed  in  reading,  writing,  and  aritkowtic,  and  in 
have  a  knowledge  of  the  elementaof  Engliab  gramniar,af  descriptive  geognphy  (p(i- 
tionlarly  that  of  the  United  Statea),  and  of  the  biatory  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  1320.  Each  cadet  ahall,  previoos  to  bia  admiaaion  to  the  Aicadamy,  take  and 
anbscribe  an  oath  or'afflrmation  in  tbe  following  form : 

"I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  anpport  the  Conatitotion  of  tbe  rnit«il 
States,  and  bear  tme  allegiaoce  to  the  National  Government ;  that  I  will  maintaia  sod 
defend  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States,  paramonot  to  any  and  all  allegiance,  sor- 
ereignty,  or  fealty  1  may  owe  to  any  State,  eonnly,  or  country  whataoever ;  and  tbsl  I 
will  at  all  times  obey  the  legal  orders  of  my  anperiocoflteeia,  and  tlia  mloa  and  artidn 
governing  the  armies  of  the  United  States." 

And  any  cadet  or  candidate  f.>r  admisnon  who  AaXl  refoae  to  take  this  oath  ahall  be 
dismisaed  frum  the  service. 

Sec.  1321.  Each  cadet  sball  sign  articles,  with  the  consent  of  bis  parent  or  RuardiiD 
if  be  be  a  minor,  and  if  any  he  have,  by  whieh  be  shall  eDgaga  to  aerve  eight  yean 
tmless  sooner  dischaged. 

Sbc  USSL  The  corps  of  cadets  sball  be  arranged  i»to  oompaniss,  aooording  to  tbe 
directions  of  tiie  saperintendent,  each  of  wbiob  shall  be  oommaoded  hy  an  offioer  aC 
tbe  Army,  for  tbe  porpoee  of  military  inBtmction.  To  eaob  company  ^all  be  added 
foor  mnaioiana.  The  corps  sball  be  taogbt  and  trained  in  all  tbe  dntles  of  a  priviiB' 
soldier,  non-com miarioDad  officer,  and  officer;  shall  be  encamped  at  least  Iwo  months  in. 
eaeb  year,  and  shall  be  tangfal  and  brained  in  all  the  duties  incident  to  a  regular  camp. 

Bkc.  1323.  Cadetaahall  M  snbjeet  at  all  times  to  do  duty  in  ancb  places  and  on  sach 
service  as  tbe  President  may  direct. 

Sec.  1334.  TbeSecretaryofWarabaUsoamnge  tbe  oonmeafstndieBat  the  Academy 
that  the  oadeta  aball  not  be  ieqnir«d  tapnraae  their  stndiea  on  Sond^. 

Skc.  13^.  No  cadet  who  is  reported  deficient  in  either  oondnol  orstodies  and  reoani- 
mended  to  be  discharged  from  tbe  Academy,  shall,  nnless  nponraoommendationofiliB 
academic  board,  be  Tetnraed  or  reappointed,  or  appointed  to  any  place  in  tbe  Ann; 
before  hie  class  shall  have  left  tbe  Academy  and  received  their  oommiasiocB. 

6bc.  1326.  The  saperintendent  of  tbe  Military  Academy  aball  have  power  to  exFccIs 
the  aentencea  of  general  conrte- martial  appointed  by  him,  for  the  trial  of  cadets,  ri- 
oept  the  sentences  of  aospenuon  and  diamiaaion,  anliject  to  the  aame  limitationa  sud 
oonditiona  now  existing  as  to  other  general  conrts-martial. 

Sec,  1327.  Tbera  aball  be  a  perman* nt  Board  of  Visilon  of  the  Military  Acadnnr. 
which  Hhall  be  constituted  as  fellows:  Two  Senators,  to  be  appointed  by  tlie  PrMidoil 
of  tbe  Senate ;  three  Kepreaentatives,  to  be  appointed  by  vm  Speaker  of  tbe  Hosm 
of  Bepreaentatives ;  the  General- in  ■Chief,  and  another  general  ofBcer  of  tbe  ArmT: 
the  superintendent  of  the  Military  Academy;  two  offleera  of  the  Navy,  of  the  rank  of 
rear-admiral  or  commodore,  and  three  other  persons,  to  be  appointed  by  iho  PrsMdent- 

Sec.  1338.  It  sball  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Visitois  to  attend  the  annual  exani- 
natioas  of  the  Academy,  and  to  inqnire  into  tbe  actnal  state  of  tbe  diaoipline,  tDstiue- 
tioD,  police  administration,  fiscal  affaira,  and  other  coacsros  of  the  Academy.  Tlip 
visitors  appointed  by  the  President  aball  report  thereon  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
the  information  of  Congress,  at  tbe  commencement  of  the  session  next  aneoeeding  ancli 
examination,  and  tbe  ^natora  and  Beptesentatives  deaignatcd  as  visitors  shall  report 
to  CoDgreaa  within  twenty  days  after  the  meeting  of  the  Bession  next  anceeeding  twu 
actioD  assnohviaitora,  with  their  viewa  and  reoommeDdationsooncerrung  the  Acadeioy 

It  sball  be  tbe  duty  of  tbe  members  of  the  Board  of  YiaitoTS  appointed  by  the  Pre*- 
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iileot,  to  Tiait  the  Academy  ftt  snch  Ifmes  as  the  Preeident  may  direct,  to  iDqaire  iato 
UMCoarteof  stadlae  and  state  of  iDatrnetion,  admiDistntioD,  and  discipline,  and  to 
lecommend  to  the  Seoretar;  of  War  sneh  chaDges  in  the  oonrae  of  stadlee,  admiolatratioD, 
Md  discipline,  aod  in  the  ofSoera  composing  the  aoadeinio  board,  as  the  good  of  the 
Academy  nia;  reqaire. 

Ssc.  1:129.  No  compensation  shall  be  made  to  the  raeml>ers  of  said  board  for  their 
lervioes,  bat  for  their  expenses  payment  will  be  mode  of  a  per  diem  Dot  exceeding  five 
dollar*  wbile  at  the  Academy,  and  mileage  not  exoeedlug  eight  cents  a  mile  for  tntrel- 
rng  by  the  shortest  mail-ronle  from  their  respective  homes  to  the  Academy  and  thence 
V>  tbeir  homes. 

Sec.  1330.  Iieave  of  abeeooe  may  be  granted  by  the  snperlutendent.  nnder  regnla- 
liona  preaeribed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  the  prafessoTS,  assistant  professors,  in- 
•Irnetors,  and  other  oSoeis  of  the  Aoademv,  for  the  enti^  p^od  of  the  eoepension  of 
the  ordinaiy  academic  atadies,  witboat  dednction  from  pay  or  allowanoes. 

Sec.  Sl'JI.  The  Seoietary  of  the  Benal«  shall  fatoiah  annoally  to  the  library  of  the 
Academy  one  copy  of  each  docnment  pnbliahed  daring  the  preceding  year  by  the 

Sic.  13:13.  The  profeaaora  of  the  Military  Academy  at  Weat  Point  are  placed  on  the 
UDte  footing,  as  to  retirement  from  active  service,  aa  other  offloera  of  the  Army. 

Sic.  1333.  The  snperintendent,  oommandHot  of  cadeta,  professors,  and  ioatrnctors  of 
the  Academy  shall  have  the  pay  and  allowanoea  of  their  local  rank.  The  aaaistant 
prDfeaaots,  aaaiatant  inatrootorB,  adjutant,  qaartermaster,.<iuartermaatet  and  oommis- 
urr  of  cadeta,  the  diahnraing-offlcer,  and  the  four  offlcurs  commanding  cadet  00m- 
puies  shall  have  the  pay  and  allownncea  of  captain  monnted. 

Sec  1334.  The  maater  of  theaTrordof  the  Military  Academy  ahall  reoeire  pay  at  the 
rite  of  hftsen  hundred  dollara  a  year,  with  fuel  and  qnartera. 

Sec.  1330.  Cadeta  at  the  Military  Academy  shall  receive  four  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lar) a  year  and  one  ration  a  day. 

Sic.  133&  The  librarian  and  assistant  librarian  at  the  Military  Academy  shall  each 
raceiTe  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollara  a  year  additional  pay. 

Src.  1337.  The  uon-commiaaioned  offloer  in  charge  of  mechanica  and  other  labor  at 
Ibe  Military  Academy  ;  the  soldier  acting  oa  otark  in  the  adjutant'a  oCBoe,  andthe  foar 
CDliUed  men  in  the  philoaophical  and  chemical  departmenta  and  lithographic  office, 
■hall  each  receive  fifty  dollara  a  year  additional  pay. 

Sec.  133S.  The  Military  Academy  bond  ahall  oanaist  of  one  teacher  of  mnaio,  who 
dull  be  leader  of  the  band,  and  may  be  a  civiliaQ,  and  of  forty  eoliated  mnaiciana  of 
tbeband. 

Seo.  i:i39.  The  teacher  of  tnnsio  shall  receive  ninety  dollars  per  month,  one  ration, 
ud  the  allowance  of  fuel  of  a  second  lientenant  of  ttie  Army ;  and  of  the  enlisted 
niDaicians  of  the  band,  ten  ahall  each  be  paid  tbirty-foar  dollars  per  month  ;  and  the 
nmainiDg;  thirty  shall  each  be  paid  thirty  dollars  per  month ;  ana  the  CDllsted  mnsi- 
(iuM  of  the  band  shall  have  the  benefits  as  to  pay  arising  fh>m  re-enlistmeDts  and 
ingili  of  service  applicable  to  other  enlisted  men  of  the  Army. 
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REPORT 

THE  JUDGE  ADVOCATE  GENERAL. 


Wae  Dbpaetmbnt, 
BuBEAu  OF  Military  Justice, 

Wtukingt&n,  October  10, 1877. 
Sir  :  Id  oompliaDce  with  circular  of  the  28th  altimo,  I  have  the  hooor 
to  fdmidh  the  following  report  of  the  business  of  this  bareau  since  the 
date  ot  my  last  annoal  official  report  of  October  1,  1876 : 

XambMrof  KMieral  wniTt-nisrtial  records  received,  rsTiewecl.Knd  ref[latered 1,926 

Nombsr  of  reooids  of  InfiBritff  oonrto  received,  reriewed,  and  registered,  up  to 
U»xvh,l8n 5,758 

[Since  March  3, 1877.  these  recorda  have  been  required,  by  act  of  Oon- 
gn»B  of  that  date,  to  oe  retaiued  at  the  headquartera  of  the  military 
departments  in  which  the  courts  were  held,  instead  of  being  forwarded 
to  Washington.] 
NaBbcr  of  report*  nude  sod  aplDiona  fnmiibed  npoD  oonrt-mBrtial  proceediofta, 


sppIieatioiM  for  remuMlon  of  eentenoe,  &c.,  and  npob  the  misoellaneons  qnee- 
tiooM  of  law  referred  to  the  Jadge  Advocate  Geoenl  for  opinion  by  the  fiecie- 
UwyofWar,  io BOT 

Sfacatwr  of  official  applicatloos  from  the  War  and  TieaHar;  Departmenta  for  ab- 

■tnetaof  prooeedini^of  triala,dca.,aDBirered 1,996 

Copiea  <^reoorda  fnrQished  andet  the  I14th  article  of  war,  dtc,  pages.... ......  1,710 

The  following  schedule,  which  is  similar  to  one  furnished  with  the  last 
annaal  report,  exhibits  the  nnmber  of  convictions  in  the  Army  of  the 
offeoses  iudicated,  as  shown  by  the  records  of  general  coarts-inartial 
received  at  tbe  bnreaa  during  the  past  year: 

For  KhacDce  withont  leave 261 

For  kllowioK  prisoner  to  escape , 11 

For  aaunlt  aod  battery 94 

For  BManlt  with  intent  lo  kill 35 

For  breach  of  arrest 44 

For  desertion 506 

For  disobedieQce  of  orders 214 

For  diareapect  to  snperior  otBcer 289 

For  dmnkentiess 181 

For  dmnkenneu  on  duty 837 

For  embezilement,  &c 7 

For  fUlnre  to  attend  drill,  roll-call,  &c 69 

Forlaroeur 173 

For  nMwiBlaa){hter 9 

For  inatiDj  and  mattuons  condoct 12 

For  neglect  of  daty 110 

For  pnawitiag  fraud nleot  claim 11 

F«r  offering  vIolaDce  to  snperior  oBBcet 56 

For  qniUing  gnatd  or  post  asseotinet S8 

FoK  qnitting  platoon  ordlvJsioD 14 
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FoTselliDg,  loiing,  or  wasting  goTeroineDt  property 119 

For  sleeiiing  od  post IS 

For  ooDdnct  UDbocoming  on  officer  and  a  gentleman  (not  inoloded  under  pravi- 

ons  heads) -, 3S 

For  disorders,  &c.,  cbariced  as  "coodnct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili.  i 

tar;  diBoipIiDe,''(iiot  inolnded  ander  previons  beads) !9l| 

For  mlsoeltaneons,  not  inclnded  ander  nay  previons  bead ii 

It  affords  me  pleasnre  to  bear  testimoDy  to  the  zeal  and  fidelity  vitb 
which  the  otBcers  and  employes  of  this  bureau  and  the  members  of  tlu 
corps  of  jndge-advocates  have  performed  their  respective  duties  dnrini 
the  past  year. 

Id  coDctodiag  this  report  I  desire  to  preaent  certain  recommeDdatioDt. 
as  follows : 

I.  That  the  questtoD  of  the  application  of  the  military  statute  of  limi 
tations — the  lU3d  article  of  war — to  cases  of  desertion  may  finally  hi 
settled,  either  on  the  basis  of  the  exhaustive  opinion  giveo  on  tbis  snbjec 
by  the  honorable  Attorney  General,  of  September  1,  1876  (a  copy  o 
wbicb  is  herewith  inclosed),  or,  if  thought  desirable  to  distiugaiah  be 
tween  tlesertion  and  other  military  offenses,  by  some  atlditional  legisla 
tion  which  shall  fix,  beyond  the  possibility  of  question,  a  specific  period 
of  limitation  to  prosecution  in  cases  of  desertion. 

The  existing  statute  of  limitations  for  military  caaes,  viz,  tbe  articli 
of  war  referred  to,  is  as  follows  : 

Art.  103.  No  penon  sbaU  be  liable  to  be  tried  and  ponished  by  a  geiMntl  eoDrt-mkr 
tial  for  any  offeDse  which  appears  to  have  been  committed  more  tbao  two  ymn  bcfon 
the  issning  of  the  order  for  such  trial,  nnlesn,  by  reason  of  haviog  abseoted  himHJt 
or  of  some  other  manifest  impediment,  he  sball  not  bave  been  amenable  to  Jai<itci 
within  that  period. 

My  predecessor  in  ofBce,  General  Joseph  Holt,  in  coDntroiog  thii 
article,  held,  in  repeated  cases,  tlmt  there  was  nothing  in  the  article  ti 
except  desertion  from  the  operation  of  tbe  limitation,  bat  that  the  samt 
was  inclnded,  equally  with  all  other  military  crimes,  within  the  pro 
vision.  He  held  that  the  word  "absence"  was  employed  id  the  sami 
sense  as  in  some  of  the  State  statutes  of  limitation,  and  meant  ben 
absence  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  and  be  was  o 
opinion  that,  unless  tbe  order  for  the  oonrt  was  issued  within  two  yean 
after  tbe  date  of  the  desertion,  the  prosecution  of  the  same  was  barm 
by  tbe  article. 

The  Attorney  General,  in  the  cases  of  Thompson  and  Harris  (Xlll. 
Opinions,  462 ;  XIV,  do.,  265),  exiffessed  substantially  tbe  same  opiuioDi 
except  that  he  viewed  the  term  "absence"  as  meaning  any  absesei 
(whether  or  not  ontside  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States)  whict 
should  be  suflicieut  to  prevent  the  military  authorities,  by  tbe  useo 
doe  and  reasonable  diligence,  from  detecting  the  offender.  That  tbi 
article  included  desertion,  and  imposed  a  limitation  for  tbe  prosecutiot 
of  that  ofi'ense,  was  pot  doubted.  > 

Later,  in  the  elaborate  opinion  of  September  I,  IS'O,  above  nienj 
tioned,  the  honorable  Attorney  General  held  posiiively  that  the  pm\ 
vision  of  the  article  limiting  prosecutions  to  two  years  clearly  applied 
to  desertion  in  the  same  manner  as  to  all  other  military  offenses ;  but— 
desertion  being,  as  he  held,  a  continuing  offense— be  concluded  that  tfaii 
time  did  not  begin  to  run  until  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  t«nii 
for  which  the  soldier  had  enlisted.  Tlius,  a  deserter  enlisting  for  fin 
years  (the  term  required  for  enlistments  by  the  existing  law)  was  LelJ 
liable  to  the  military  jurisdiction  and  trial  during  such  five  years  and 
for  the  two  years  following ;  but,  if  no  court  were  convened  for  his  trial 
within  the  seven  year^i,  he  could  not  thereafter  be  prosecated,  except 
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where  there  existed  in  his  case  some  legal  impedimeat  to  hU  being  pro- 
ceeded against  within  the  statntor;  limitB. 

But  daring  Uie  past  year  tlie  late  Secretary  of  War,  in  considering 
ibe  Babject,  preferred,  as  it  is  understood,  to  adopt  the  view  that  the 
163d  article  did  not  apply  td  desertion ;  in  other  words,  that  this,  alone 
of  all  military  crimes,  was  excepted  from  the  limitation,  and  that,  con- 
eeqoently,  a  deserter  remained  liable  to  trial  and  punishment  during 
bis  entire  life. 

This  view,  it  is  believed,  was  Bai)posed  to  be  supported  by  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Army  before  the  late  war.  The  only  express  ruling,  however, 
vhich  I  have  seen  in  the  early  orders,  was  to  the  opposite  effect.  This 
is  the  ruling  of  the  General-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  published  in  General 
Orders  of  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant  General's  OEQce, 
So.  17,  of  1S34,  in  which  the  action  of  a  court-martial,  which  refused  to 
eDtertaiu  a  charge  of  desertion  in  which  the  offense  was  alleged  to  have 
been  committed  more  than  two  years  prior  to  the  trial,  was  formally 
^rored  by  the  General-in-Chief.  If  the  subsequent  practice  did  not 
accord  with  this  ruling,  it  would  seem  to  have  been  in  contravention  of 
orders,  and  irregular. 

Oaring  the  late  war  the  question  uodsr  consideration  was  rarely  pre- 
KQted;  deserters,  where  brought  to  justice,  being  generally  arrested 
and  tried  soon  after  the  commission  of  their  offenses.  Subsequently  to 
tiie  war  the  ruling  of  the  Judge  Advocate  General  and  of  the  Attorney 
General,  as  expressed  in  his  earlier  opinions,  seems  to  have  been  geu- 
erally  adopted  in  practice  until  a  comparatively  recent  period.  Thus, 
as  lately  as  General  Court-Martial  Orders  No.  63,  of  the  War  Department, 
AdJQtant  Ueueral's  Office,  of  August  10, 1874,  in  the  case  of  Private  John 
Anderson,  a  deserter,  the  offense  of  desertion  was  treated  (apparently 
»8  of  course — no  donbt  on  the  subject  being  intimated)  as  being  within 
the  hmitatinn  of  the  103d  (then  numbered  88th)  Article,  and  the  opinions 
of  the  Attorney  General  as  to  the  application  of  the  article  to  this 
offense  were  referred  to  as  governing  the  case. 

At  the  present  time,  however,  the  direction  of  the  late  Secretary,  that 
coorta- martial  should  be  held  to  have  jurisdiction  of  all  cases  of  desert- 
ffs  without  regard  to  the  period  that  may  have  Intarveueil  since  the 
commission  of  the  offense,  prevails  and  governs  the  practice  of  the 
demirtment. 

This  itirection,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  formally  pro- 
mnlgated,  and  can  therefore  scarcely  bo  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  final 
adjadication.  For  this  reason,  and  because  I  can  but  concur  with  my 
predecessor  and  with  the  honorable  Attorney  General,  that  there  is 
Qotbiog  in  the  article  of  war  to  support  the  construction  that  desertion 
*a8  intended  to  be  excepted  from  its  provisions,  I  venture  to  eut«r  my 
respectful  protest  against  such  a  construction  as  nnreasouable  and  op- 
posed to  the  enlightened  spirit  of  modern  criminal  codes.  It  is  a  geu- 
*nl  principle  of  all  these  codes  that  the  State  shall  prosecute  offenders 
within  a  reasonable  time,  or  be  barred  therefrom ;  that  to  hold  at  will 
over  the  party  the  menace  of  punishment,  keeping  him  constantly  in 
dispense  without  proceeding  to  bring  him  to  justice  or  afford  him  the 
opportunity  of  a  judicial  exculpation,  is  contrary  to  public  policy,  uu- 
«(ntby  the  dignity  of  the  government,  and  cruel.  Consequently,  in  the 
Uws  of  the  United  States,  and  generally  of  the  separate  States,  a  tim- 
ilatioD  is  fixed  for  the  prosecution  of  all  crimes,  except  only  willful  mur- 
der. In  the  United  States  Revised  Statutes  high  treason  even  is  not 
eieepted  from  the  limitation. 

Thus  »acb  grave  offenses  as  treason,  manslangbter,  mayhem,  rapoi 
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arson,  robbery,  and  burglary, are  alt  included  within  the  statutes  of  lim- 
itation which  govern  prosecutions  under  the  criminal  codes  of  the  laud. 
So— at  military  law — mutiny,  disobedience  of  orders,  aud  the  offering  of 
Tiolenceto  an  officer,  which  are  to  be  deemed  graver  offenses  than  deser- 
tion, because  at  all  times  punishable  with  death,  while  desertion  is  ao 
punishable  in  war  only,  as  also  cowardice  in  battle,  aud  various  other 
offenses  incident  to  war,  which  being  capital,  are  at  least  equally  grave 
with  desertion,  are  also  all  included  within  the  statute  of  limitatioDS 
contained  in  the  article  audercoasideratiou.  That  desertion,  an  offense 
unaccompanied  by  \ioIeuce,  and  obviously  not  the  most  heinous  or  most 
unpardonable  that  a  soldier  may  be  guilty  of,  should,  alone  of  all  mili- 
tary offenses,  be  excepted  from  the  statute,  would  certainly  seem  (o  b« 
most  unconscionable. 

That  to  hold  it  to  be  so  excepted  iuvolves  most  deplorable  results,  is 
not  rarely  illastrated  in  practice.  It  is  by  uo  means  infrequent  for  cases 
to  come  before  this  bureau  in  which  the  offender,  five,  ten,  or  more 
years  having  elapsed  since  his  offense,  has  built  up  a  reputation  as  a 
good  and  respected  citizen  j  acquired  a  comfortable  home,  aud  sur- 
rounded himself  with  an  estimable  family,  and  has  theu  been  suddenly 
arrested  by  the  military  authorities,  and  tritid  and  seutenced  to  from 
three  to  five  years' confinement  at  hard  labor  in  a  military  prison.  I 
cannot  but  regard  such  aclion  as  uuwarranted,  arbitrary,  and  oppres- 
sive. 

Whether  or  not  this  view  be  concun-ed  in,  it  can  scarcely  but  be 
admitted  that  the  question  under  consideration  is  one  that  sLiould  be 
finally  set  at  rest,  either  by  a  formal  and  published  deciaiou  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  Wur,  or  by  precise  legislation.  I  have,  therefore,  the  honor 
to  urge  that,  unless  the  honorable  Secretary,  in  concurrence  with  the 
Attorney  General,  or  otherwise,  shall  construe  the  existing  Article  of 
War  as  sufBcietitly  flsing  a  period  of  limitutiou  in  cases  of  desertion,  Le 
will  recommend  to  Congress  the  enactment  of  a  statutory  provision  to 
the  effect  thnt  uo  persou  shall  be  tried  or  punished  by  court-martial  for 
the  offense  of  desertion  from  the  Army,  unless  he  shall  be  »ppretiended, 
or  shall  surrender  himself  as  a  deserter,  within  three,  five,  or  other 
namber  of  years  from  the  date  on  which  he  absented  himself  without 
authority ;  any  period  during  which  the  |>arty  may  have  remained  out  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  being  excluded  from  the  computa- 
tion of  the  years  of  limitation. 

II.  That  there  be  sought  to  bo  enacted  by  Congress  an  additiooal 
article  of  war  making  jiuuishable,  at  the  discretion  of  a  court-martial, 
the  offense  of  gambling  by  officers  or  snhliers  of  the  Army.  The  crim  - 
inal  code  for  tLe  goverumeiil  of  the  Navy  contains  an  article  makiug 
gambling  punishable  as  "  scandalous  couduct  to  the  desti-uction  of  good 
morals,"  aud  an  equal  neci'ssity  is  believed  to  exist  for  snch  a  provision 
in  the  Articles  of  War.  The  vice  of  gambling,  as  I  gather  from  records 
of  courts- martial  and  other  authentic  information,  prevails  to  a  very 
considerable  extent  in  our  Army.  It  is,  however,  not  punishable  as 
tuch,  but  only  in  certain  cases,  as  where  committed  by  a  disbursing- 
officer  of  the  government,  or  nuder  circumstances  retiectiug  some  pecu- 
liar dishonor  on  the  party.  This  vice,  I  need  not  add,  is  moat  demoral- 
izing in  its  effects,  and  necessarily  t«uds  to  relax  the  bonds  of  military 
obligation  and  duty.  -Both  to  put  a  stop  to  an  immoral  Indulgence  pre- 
judicial to  good  order  and  military  discipline,  as  well  as  to  protect  young 
officers  having  small  pay,  who  are  to  oiten  led  into  it  by  their  superions 
in  rank,  I  would  recommend  that  gambling,  or  the  playing  at  cards  or 
other  games  for  money  or  other  valuable  slake,  be  absolutely  and  posi- 
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tiTely  prohibited  in  the  Army  by  tfae  proper  legialatioD  to  be  songbt 
fh)m  CongreBB. 

HE.  Tbat  vhere  the  exclusive  State  jurisdiction  has  for  any  reason 
been  omitted  to  be  excepted  or  ceded  in  a  case  of  any  military  reeerva- 
tioaorpOBt,  intended  to  be  permanent,  proceedings  be  taken  for  pro- 
curing a  cession  of  sncb  jurisdiction  over  the  same.  In  the  absence  of 
a  reltoqnishment  of  the  State  jurisdiction,  collisions  are  apt  to  occnrat 
Bucb  posts  between  the  civil  and  military  authorities,  tending  greatly 
to  embarrass  the  administration  of  military  justice.  The  public  senti- 
ment is  believed  to  be  at  tbis  time  in  a  favorable  condition  for  the 
adjustmeDt  of  the  subject  here  iudicatetl. 

W.  M.  DUNIT, 
Judge  Advocate  Qenerai. 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  McChart, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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TH  K  QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL. 


Wab  Department. 

Qt'AB'lEEMASTEE-GENERAL'a  OFFICE, 

October  10,  1877. 
Sib  :  I  bare  the  bonor  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  operations  of 

the  Qaartermastei'B  Departmeut  tluiiug  ttie  fiscal  year  endiug  Jane  30, 

1877: 

Oo  Jaly  1,  1976,  tli«  bnlnnce  iu  tbe  Treasiir;  nn  bc- 
cnaiit  of  ■ppropriations  for  ;e»rs  prior  to  July  1, 
ICTI.woabf  report  oflMt  year $92,3<fi)  34 

Appmpriated  for  deflcieDolea,  act  approved  Jul;  H, 
I?76 101,742  40 

Appropiiated  for  ileScieueieB,  act  approved  March  3, 

It<77 197,173  95 

AmoDDt  restored  to  appropriation  ^m  snrplui  fund, 
being  ander  contract  liable  to  diabnrsenient 3,137  00 

AmonntB  placed  t«  tbe  credit  of  appropriationt  during 
lh«  jear  by  deposit  of  fiinda  for  redietribation  and 
at  MDOQuta  received  from  tales  to  officers,  &c.,  of 
pnblic  property 118,250  f9 

AmoDnt  of  war  traniifer  warrant  No.  245,  act  ap- 
proved March  3,  1H75 4,188  53 

t545,eei  11 

B«qiii  si  lions  od  settlemeats  made  at  tbe  Treaanr;  of 


Amonnlof  WOT  tntoBferwHrrant  No.  J46,  act  approved 
Ji»Jcb3, 1815 127,007  85 

Amount  canled  to  the  anrplns  faod,  act  approve<I 

JoneSO,  1874 „ 64.475  84 

543,816  06 

Balance  in  Treasury  July  1,  1677 2,065  05 

Appropriatioiu  for  lliefi*atl  yrar  ruling  Jnnt  30,  t8T2. 

Balance  in  the  Treasnrj  July  1,1876 $ril,55H  SO 

Appronriated  for  deficienciea,  act  approved  March  3, 

1H77 299  40 

AmooDts  placed  to  tbe  credit  of  tba  appropriations 
dnnoft  the  year  by  deposit  of  funds  for  redistribn- 
tioa  and  of  amonnts  received  from  tale*  to  officers, 

&c.,  of  public  property 2,184  62 

54,W4B  22 

KMniaittona  on  settlements  made  at  the  Treasury  of 

elaima  and  acconnta 1,880  42 

Amonnt  of  war  tnvobfer  warrant  No.  245,  act  approv- 
ed Mawsb  3. 1375  73 

Amonnt  carried  to  the  snrplns  faod,  act  approved 

JoneaO,  1874 2,956  55 

4, 837  70 

Balance  in  Treasury  July  I,  1877 49,204  52 
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AppropriaHoJu /or  Ihejucal  i/ear  ending  June  30, 1873. 

BalaDceia  the  Trewnrj  July  1, 1876 |1,000  00 

Appropriated  fur  deficienoiM,  act  approved  March  3, 

1877 :.., 61,701  94 

Amount  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriations  dur- 
iag  the  year  by  depo«it  of  fundi  R>r  redistribatioD 
nod  of  amonnta  received  from  sales  to  oFBcers,  &c., 
of  public  property. 13,699  25 

ReqaisitioDB  on  settlemeota  made  at  the  Toftaanrf  of 
cUiraaand  accounts 61,701  84 

Amount  of  nartranufer  warTUitNo.S45,  act  approved 

March  3,  ISTS 17  00 

Amoont  transferred  to  other  Departments 363  0.^ 

Amount  carried  to  tbe  anrploa  fund,  act  approved 
June  20, 1874 13.419  30 


Balance  in  Trewnry  July  1, 1877 

AppTOpTialioM  for  ihtfimol  gtar  ending  June  30,  1874. 

Appropriated  for  deScienciea,  act  approved  March  3, 

1877  »58,7e6  87 

Amount  restored  to  appropriation  from  surplus  fund 
being  auder  contract  liable  lo  disbnraement. 325,778  6& 

Amounts  placed  to  tbe  credit  of  the  appropriatinna 
dnrioK  the  year  by  deposit  of  funds  for  rcdistriba- 
tioD  and  of  amonnts  received  from  sales  to  officers, 
&.C.,  of  pnblio  property 2,233  17 

Eemttted  todiabursing-offlcersdurinft  the  year 323,000  00 

Kequlsitions  on  settlements  made  at  tbe  Treasury  of 

claims  and  aooonnls 61,S04  92 

Amonnt  of  war  transfer  warrant  No,  &4.'>,  act  approved 

March  3,  1S75 1  69 

AmouDt  transferred  toother  Depaittnents 498  28 

Amonnt  carried  to  tbe  sorplns  fuod,  act  approved 

JnneW,  1874 1,733  71 

Appropriatlom  for  the  f  seal  ytar  ending  Jvne  30,  1875. 

Balance  iu  tbe  Treasury  July  1,  1876 $594,849  M 

Amounts  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriations 
during  the  year  by  deposit  of  funds  for  redistribu- 
tion and  of  anraunts  received  from  sales  to  offloers, 
de.c.,  of  public  property .-- %!.  488  73 

Beqniwtions  on  settlements  made  at  the  Treasury  of 
claims  and  accounts 191,988  69 

Amount  carried  to  the  sarplos  food,  act  approved 
June  20,  1874 427,631  33 

Balance  in  Treasnry  Jul;  1, 1877 

ApproprialUmt  for  (hefiKal  jirar  enditig  June  30,  1876. 

BftlanceiuTreasuiyJnly  1,1876 $797,989  71 

Appropriation,  act  approved  Jn!y  31,  1876 10,000  00 

Appropriation,  act  approved  July  97,  1876 1,500  HO 

Amount  IransFerred  from  appropriation  for  military 

prison,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kauaas 443  91 

Amount  placed  to  the  oreriic  of  the  opprrtpriations 
dnring  the  year  by  deposit  of  funda  for  redistribu- 
tion and  of  auionuts  received  from  sales  to  officers, 
ttc,  of  public  property 519,284  40 


Remitted  to  diabarsinK-offlcers  daring  the  year 112,621  14 

Beqniaitioua  on  aeCtlements  made  at  tbe  Treasury  of 
claimaaud  accounts 224,036  20 

Balance  in  Treasury  July  1,  18:7 
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ilppraprialiont  for  Uie_ft4eat  year  ending  June  30,  1^77. 

AppropriatioD  for  the  flacsl  jear,  set  approved  July 

3,  le(76 $t2,l)l)0  00 

ApproprtALioQ  forthefiscftl  jear-aetapprovAd  Jnlr^i,         ' 

isre 200,000  00 

Appn>pri>tioD  for  the  fiscal  year,  act  approved  Jnly  24, 

Igie 10,182,750  00 

Appropristion  for  th«  fiscal  year,  act  appTOT«d  July  31, 

1376 , 61,688  15 

Appropriation  for  the  fitoal  year,  &cC  approved  AnKQ^C 

15,  ltJ76 994,300  OO 

Appntpri«t>OD  for  the  flscftl  year,  act  approved  Jau- 

nary24,  1877 8,500  00 

AmouDt   placed  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation 

dsrini;  the  year  by  depoeit  of  fnadB  for  tediBlriba- 

tioDan'l  of  amoants  received  from  Hales  to  offlcere, 

Ac,  of  pnblic  property 14^,516  51 

11,601,706  66 

Bemitted  to  diBborelDg-offlcersdoringthe  year 11,353,083  99 

BeqaiBitiODB   on  settlements  made  at  tbe  Treasury  of 

claims  aod  acconnts 37,5er>  67 

Amoant   transferred  to  appropriation   for  military 

priaon.  Fort  L<eBvenwortb,  Kansas,  <no  limit.)  ....  443  91 

811.380,113  ST 

BalsDce  in  Treasury  July  1,  1H77 821,643  09 
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DnriDg  tho  paet  fiscal  year  accounts  for  diabnrsemente  on  account  of 
tbe  Quartermaaler's  Department  hare  been  reudered  by  ;->78  officers. 
The  heaviest  diabursement^  during  the  year  were  made  by  Oapt.  A.  F. 
Bockwell,  assistant  quartermaster,  depot  ttnartcriuaster  WaahingtOD, 
D.  C,  and  in  charge  of  military  cemeteries  and  erection  of  headstones 
on  soldiers'  graves  thereiu,  and  amoanted  to  C623,000. 

As  there  are  only  65  ofBcers  of  tbe  regular  establishment  of  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department,  it  follows  that  313  ofBcers  of  the  line  or  of 
other  branches  of  the  staff  have  during  tbe  year  acted  as  disbursing- 
ofiScers  of  quartermasters'  funds. 

There  were  examined  daring  tbe  year  3,318  money  accounts  and  3,282 
property  retnrns,  and  there  remained  iu  the  office  lat  July,  1877, 1,458 
aceonnts  and  680  returns  to  be  examined. 

Last  year  the  corresponding  unmbers  were  387  accoauta  and  417  re- 
turns unacted  on. 

The  work  therefore  in  the  aceonnts  branch  of  the  office  has  fallen  in 
arrears,  which  is  caused  by  the  redaction  in  tbe  clerical  force  under  tbe 
law  of  15th  August,  1876,  having  been  too  great.  In  order  to  keep  up 
this  branch  of  the  business  of  the  ofilce,  important  to  officers  and  to 
tbe  Treasury,  the  safety  of  both  depending  on  prompt  settlemenl  of  ac- 
counts, at  least  three  good  and  efficient  cleiks,  carefully  selected  for 
skill  in  accounts,  should  be  added  to  the  accounts  branch  of  this  office. 

The  expenditures  of  the  year  have  been  kept  vitbin  the  appropria- 
tion, for  no  money  not  appropriated  could  be  expended,  but  the  active 
movements  of  the  Army  to  and  trom  the  Sontheru  States  and  tbe  traue- 
portation  of  a  considerable  force  to  the  Department  of  tbe  Columbia 
and  to  the  Bioux  couutry,  and  the  constant  campaigns  agaiost  the 
Sioux,  and  lately  against  the  "Sez  Percys,  have  involved  movemeDta, 
the  expenses  of  which  tbe  appropriation  for  transportaiion,  (3,734,800, 
will  not  be  able  to  defray,  and  a  deficiency  estimate  of  $1,200,000  to 
settle  the  claims  tbence  arising  has  been  prepared  and  submitted  to  yon. 
All  other  appropriations  for  tbe  fiscal  year  it  is  believed  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  liabilities  incurred. 

The  appropriations  were  too  small,  and  the  Army  bas  suffered  for 
want  of  a  more  liberal  provision.  I^'otwithstandiug  the  large  iocrease 
in  tbe  cavalry  force,  the  whole  grant  of  money  for  this  department  was 
$1,500,000  less  than  tbe  appropriation  of  tho  prior  year:  but  it  has 
been  a  year  of  distress  and  of  falling  prices,  and  the  total  cost  of  tbe 
service  of  this  department  has  been  about  t300,0U0  less  than  in  1875~'76, 
notwithstanding  the  increased  activity  in  movement  of  troops. 

I  must  again  call  attention  to  the  expense  and  embarrassment  to  the 
military  service  caused  by  tbe  law  which  compels  all  officers  of  tbe 
Quartermaster's  Department  to  keep  separate  accounts  with  every  sep- 
arate appropriation  for  tbe  Army  out  of  which  they  disburse  money. 
This  multi))]ication  of  accounts  greatly  adds  to  the  cost  of  clerical  labor, 
increasing  the  liability  to  errors  and  mistakes,andiucreasiDg  the  amount 
of  money  which  must  be  kept  subject  to  the  drafts  of  each  disbursing- 
officer,  and   thus  depletes  the  Treasury   without  any  corresponding 


An  officer  with  $100,000  to  his  credit  may  not  be  able  to  pay  for  a 
bushel  of  corn  or  a  truss  of  bay,  and  thus,  uuless  be  has  a  working  bal- 
ance on  band  from  moneys  remitted  to  him  from  each  appropriatioo,  he 
is  liable  to  be  obliged  to  defer  payment  of  a  just  debt,  tJbough  he  may 
have  a  large  sum  of  public  money  to  his  credit. 

The  Uouse  Uommittee  on  Expenditures  of  the  War  Department  of 
the  Forty-second  Congress,  third  session,  examined  the  subject  carefully, 
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ud  their  report  (No.  87  House  Beports)  fally  sets  forth  ita  evil  conse- 

Formerly,  it  was  cot  necessary  to  employ  in  the  Army  so  many  clerks 
If  to  keep  in  the  hands  of  diebursing-offlcers  snub  larp;e  balances  as  are 
iir««8sary  aiDce  the  euactmeatof  the  law  of  July  12, 1870.  (Ber.  State., 
ftOL  3690  and  3691.) 

The  Qoarterm aster's  Department  is  charged  with  the  dnty  of  providing 
ilie  means  of  transportation  by  land  and  waterfor  all  troops  and  all  mate- 
r^loF  war.  It  fnrnisbes  the  horses  of  the  artillery  and  cavalry,  and  horses 
iDil  moles  for  the  trains.  It  provides  and  distributes  clothing,  tents, 
amp  and  jrarrtsoi)  equipage,  forage,  lumber,  and  all  material  for  camps 
iDd  for  shelter  of  troops  and  of  stores.  It  builds  barracks,  store-houses, 
bc^pitals;  provitlt's  wagons  nnd  am  bo  I  a  rices,  and  baroess,  except  for 
Mvalry  ami  Hrtillery  horses;  builds  ur  cbtircers  ships,  steamers,  and 
|i«at«,  docks  and  wharves ;  constructs  and  repairs  roads,  railways,  and 
Iddgee ;  clears  out  obstructions  in  rivers  and  harbors,  when  necessary 
Uir  military  purposes;  provides,  by  hire  or  purchase,  grounds  for  mili- 
ar}-encampments  and  buildings;  pays  generallyall  expenses  of  military 
operations  not  by  law  expressly  assigned  to  some  other  departinent; 
ud,  floally,  it  provides  and  maintains  military  cemeteries,  in  which  the 
dead  of  tbe  Army  are  buried. 

Food,  arms,  ammunition,  medical  and  hospital  stores,  are  purchased 
ud  isBucd  by  other  departments,  but  tUe  Quartermaster's  Department 
Baosports  tbem  to  tbe  place  of  issue,  and  provides  storehouses  for  their 
preservation  nntil  consumed.  The  corps  of  officers  upon  whom  all  these 
datiea  fall  has  been  reduced  until  it  is  not  able  to  fill  well  every  post  at 
(bich  au  officer  of  activity  and  ability  is  needed. 

DUTIES  OP   OFFICBBS. 

A  list  of  officers  with  their  stations  and  duties  during  the  past  year 
ucompauies  this  report. 

Col.  Stewart  Tan  Vliet  has  been  on  duty  in  this  office  in  charge  of 
the  inspection  branch  and  of  tbe  business  relating  to  construction  and 
Bsintenance  of  buildings. 

Lieat.  Col.  J.  D.  Bingham  had  charge  of  the  finance  branch  and  also 
df  the  clothing  and  equipage  branch  ot  the  othce,  and  of  the  examination 
ud  preiwratiou  for  settlement  by  the  Treasury  of  the  accounts  and  re- 
tsms  of  officers. 

Lieat.  Col.  H.  C.  Hodges  has  had  charge  of  the  transportation  and 
r^nlar  sapply  branches  of  the  office. 

Capt.  A.  F.  Bockwell  has  had  charge  of  tbe  maintenance  and  im- 
provement of  the  national  military  cemeteries,  and  has  also  acted  as 
depot  qnartermaster  at  this  station. 

Other  principal  regular  stations  have  been  occupied  as  follows : 

Col.  D.  H.  Kncker,  assistant  r|uarterinaster-general,  has  been  in  charge 
«f  the  Philadelphia  depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  the  prin- 
■.■ipal  depot  fur  purchase  and  manufactnre  of  clothing  for  the  Army. 

^ol.  Bofas  Ingalls,  assistant  quartermaster-geueral,  chief  quarter- 
va«ter  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  San  Francisco,  Gal. 

Cgl.  L.  C  Kaston, assistant  quartermaster-general, chief  quartermaster 
^aiT  Division  of  the  Atlautic,  Sew  York  City. 

Col.  S.  Van  Vliet,  assistant  quartermaster- general,  inspection  duty 
"^OD  daty  in  Quartermaster-GenerarsOfBce. 

Ueat.  Col.  S.  B.  fiolabird,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief  qnar- 
'^toaster  of  the  Division  of  the  Missouri,  Chicago,  III. 
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Lieat.  Col.  Charles  H.  Tompkins,  depaty  quartermaster-general,  off 
duty  since  July,  1876. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  A,  Ekia,  deputy  qiiartermaster-general,  in  charge 
of  the  general  depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  at  Jefferson ville, 
Ind. ;  Oisbursing  agent  Quartermaster's  Department  at  Lonisrille,  Ey.; 
and  ia  charge  of  national  cemeteries  in  Keutucky  and  Tennessee. 

Lient.  Col.  A.  R.  Eddy,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief  quarter- 
master Department  of  the  Columbia,  Portland,  Oreg. 

Lient.  Col.  Ilufus  Saxton,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief  qnarter- 
mastei  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

Lieut.  Ool  J.  D.  Bingbam,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  on  duty  in 
Quartermaster  General's  Office. 

Lient.  Col.  A.  J.  Perry,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  cbief  quarter- 
master De^tartment  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  and  building  tbe  new  quar- 
termaster's depot  nt  tbat  place. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  G.  Bodges,  deputy  quartermsster-general,  on  dnty  iu 
Qnartermaster-Oeneral's  Office. 

Maj.  J.  G.  Chandler,  quartermaster,  cbief  quartermaster  Department 
of  Arizona  till  October  6,  1876,  and  since  October  23, 1876,  chief  quar- 
termaster Department  of  tbe  South,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  on  coart-martial 
dnty  at  Columbia,  S.  C,  in  addition  to  duty  as  cbief  quartermaster  at 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

Maj.  William  Myers,  cuief  quartermaster  Department  of  Calitbrnia, 
San  Francisco,  Cat.,  till  September  15,1876;  since  then  in  charge  of 
depot  of  San  Francisco. 

Maj.  J,  A.  Potter,  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster  Department 
of  the  Gulf.  New  Orleans,  La, 

Maj.  M.  L  Ludington,  quarterma!iter,  cbief  quartermaster  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Platte,  Omaha,  Nebr, 

Maj.  B.  C.  Card,  qnartermaster,  chief  quartermaster  Department  of 
Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn. 

Maj.  0.  A.  Reynolds,  qmirterm aster,  cbief  quartermaster  Department 
of  Arizona,  Preacott,  Ariz. 

INSPECTION  BRANCH. 

This  branch  of  tbe  office  keeps  tbe  monthly  reportci  of  all  officers  doing 
duty  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  papers  relating  to  the  assign- 
ment to  duty  of  officers,  distribution  of  hired  ciriliane,  and  tbe  annual 
re|)ort8  of  officers.  In  it  are  tiled  and  distributed  orders,  circulars,  rolls 
of  bonor,  and  all  other  printed  document.<i.  It  prepares  the  monthly 
roster  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department;  it  keeps  flies  of 
letters  seut  and  received  relating  in<tividually  to  officers,  agents,  and 
employes  of  the  department. 

It  received  11!3,4U0  printed  and  written  papers,  and  distributed  119,460 
during  tbe  year. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

The  movement  during  the  year  was  of  65,566  persons,  16,849  beasts, 
and  148.823  tons  of  material. 

The  larger  niovenients  of  troops  were  : 

First  Cavalry,  headquarters  Department  of  California  to  Department 
of  tbe  Columbia,  1,095  mili's ;  Fourth  Cavalry,  six  companies.  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri  to  Department  of  the  Platte,  890  milea,  and  re- 
turn, with  headquarters  to  Det-artment  of  the  Missouri,  832  miles; 
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Fifth  (jHvalrv,  DepiirtmcntnrtlieMistiouri  tu  DftcirtuieDCof  the  Platte, 
920  miltiH. 

Firfll  Artiller)',  four  comimtiies  from  Militar?  Division  of  the  Atlaotio 
to  Department  of  tlie  Missouri,  1,841  uiileti,  atid  return,  1,649  miles;  six 
Gomjiaiiietf  of  same  regiment  from  De]iartiDent  of  tlie  Suutb  to  Military 
Dimioii  of  The  Allaniic,  964  miles. 

Second  Artillery,  four  coiupaiiies.  Military  Division  of  tL«  Atlantic 
to  DepartineRt  of  the  Mistiouri,  l,54o  miles,  and  return,  1,433  miles; 
fonr  coDipaules  of  same  reeiment  frooi  Department  ot  the  Bouth  to 
Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  439  mites. 

TLird  Artillery,  t'onr  companies,  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic  to 
Dfpartmbiit  of  the  MisHOuri,  1,526  miles,  aud  return,  1,478  miles;  and 
one  company  from  Department  of  the  South  to  Division  of  the  Atlantic,' 
651  mitea. 

Fourth  Artillery,  four  coDipanies  Department  of  California  to  Depart- 
ment of  the  Platte,  1,546  miles,  aD<l  return,  1,543  miles. 

Secoud  Infantry,  five  com pauies  Department  of  the  Gutf  to  Depart- 
oent  of  the  South,  367  miles;  another  uompany  of  same  regiment  fh>m 
IVpwtmeat  of  the  South  to  the  Division  oi  the  Atlantic,  475  miles,  and 
Riaru  over  the  same  diatauue. 

Fifth  Infantry,  Department  of  the  Missouri  to  Department  of  Dakota, 
2,263  mil4>B. 

Kleveutb  Infantry,  Department  of  Texas  to  Dei>artmeiit  of  Dakota, 
1,784  miles. 

Sixteenth  Inl'autry,  headquarters  and  six  vompanies  Department  of 
the  South  to  De)iartment  of  the  Gulf,  605  miles;  and  the  whole  regi- 
ment from  De|tartnieiit ot  the  Gulf  to  Depaitment  of  the  Missouri,  1,198 
miles. 

Twenty  second  Infantry,  six  companies  from  Military  JMvisiou  of  the 
Atlantic  to  Departriienc  of  Dakota,  1,937  outes. 

Twenty-third  Infantry,  Department  of  the  Platte  to  Department  of 
the  Missouri,  672  miles. 

Tweoty-sevenib  Infantry,  six  compaoies  Department  of  Dakota  to 
Division  of  the  Atlantic,  1,960  mile.'*. 

BALLBOAD  TBANSPOBTATION. 

Forty  aiz  tboosand  fonh  hundred  and  fourteen  persons,  13,765  beasts, 
and  77,573  tons  of  material  were  moved  by  rail. 

PACIFIO  BAtI.B0AD8. 

^0  Dew  legislation  has  affected  the  method  of  settling  the  accounts 
of  the  Pacific  Railroads.  Moneys  earned  by  these  subsidized  railroads 
in  military  transportation  are  transferred  irom  the  appropriation  for  the 
service  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  to  the  credit  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  as  assignee  of  the  respective  companies,  and  by  him 
credited  noon  their  indebtedness  to  the  United  States,  under  sectiou 
&XU  Rerised  Statutes. 
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Tbe  cost  of  this  service  to  the  Quartermaster's  Department  is  e^. 
mated  at— 

For  Union  Pacific  Railroad (537,379  94 

For  Central  Pacific  Railroart 150,2-^07 

For  Kan  Ma  Pacific  Railroad l&a,CT  « 

For  Sioux  City  and  Pacific  Railroad U.JiJO  H 

Total ffil,967  93 

Accounts  for  ibis  service  have  been  rendered,  however,  on  iBtof  Jnly 
last,  only  to  the  amount  of  $294,003,97.  The  accounts  not  then  receirtMl, 
it  is  estimated,  will  make  up  tbe  balance  of  $557,963.96. 

Ttie  total  amount  paid  on  account  of  military  transportation  ove>'  tbe 
Pa(!ific  mails  from  their  opeuiug  to  the  30th  June,  1S77,  may  bo  statnl 
as  follows : 

Union  Pacific $4,882, 6«  71 

CenUal  Pacific Tlfi,  lr.1  11 

Kaunas  Pacific 2,073,6  il  51 

Sionx  City  and  Pacific  25,96a  S 

Total  military  earnings  of  these  n>ads 7,  £9^,40-04 

Of  this  omonnt  there  has  txien  paid  in  cash ' 2.7fl3,  S6  I4 

Credited  OD  bonds  under  act  of  SdJaly,lB64 S.7d3,»95(il 

Withlieid  by  Srcretary  of  TreMnry  under  act  of  3d  March,  IS73 8,130,617  s! 

7  6»4.4aeOI 

AccouDts  of  these  companies  to  the  auionut  of  $724,788.12  were  in  Um 
TreHSury  and  in  this  office  in  course  of  settlemeutat  the  close  ol  tbt 
fiscal  year.  Four  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  and  aeveu  dollars  aod 
sixty  fire  cents  ($414,007.65)  had  been  examined  here  and  tranamiUcd  u 
the  Treasury,  and  $310,780,70  had  not  then  passed  this  office. 

The  accounts  of  these  railroads  are  generally  presented  long  after  tbi 
service  is  rendered,  and  no  payments  have  yet  been  passed  to  theircrwli 
on  account  of  services  of  tbe  last  fiscal  year,  excepting  tbe  sam  oi 
$4,420.64  to  tbe  Sioux  Oity  and  Paciflc  Railroad. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  vill  be  due  to  Ibe  Pacific  roads  for  serria 
of  the  year  $8511,000,  and  as  tbe  appropiiation  for  Arm.v  tran sport iiliot 
lias  olready  been  exhaust^cd  this  amount  has  been  iucladed  in  adeti 
cienc.v  eslimatu.  There  are  also  a  large  number  of  accounts  of  tlj< 
PaciUc  Kailrnads  adjusted  and  unadjusted  fur  services  i-endered  in  tlx 
six  years  ending  on  June  30, 1876,  for  which  noappropriatioD  wasuvail 
able  at  the  time  of  the  final  audit  ot  the  acconnta, 

III  the  appropriation  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1873,  tbe  law  spe 
cifleally  excluded  all  provision  for  paymentof  Pacific;  Kailroads,  and  lb* 
services  rendered  by  these  roads  to  the  Quartermaster's  Oe[iartmeDl  ii 
that  year  amount  to  $450,903.88.  Smaller  sums  remain  unpaid  for  [b< 
Team  1870,  1871,  and  1872.  In  1874  tbe  just  unpaid  claiioa  amoant  u 
$68,155.92;  in  1875,  $197,754.09;  in  1876,  to  $273,447.22,  to  meet  vhici 
in  part  there  is  an  available  balance  of  tbe  appropriation  of  that  yw 
of  $200,000. 

The  amount  which  should  be  provided  to  settle  these  old  Hcconnts  il 
$796,000. 

An  appropriation  therefor  will  not  take  money  from  tbe  Treasor^ 
but  will  by  transfer  in  the  Treasury  to  creilit  of  the  railroads  close  uj 
and  settle  the  old  accounts. 
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LAND-OB  ANT  BAILB0AD8. 

The  iei^olation  id  regard  to  Innd-gniut  milroads  taM  embftirassed  the 
pablic  service  by  probibiting  pHyiiient  tor  services  reudered  in  military 
trBDspoitntiou. 

Tbere  are  49  railrouds  to  wbich  tlie  probibition  of  the  latrs  of  16th 
JoDe,  1874,  [18  Btat.,  page  74,)  niid  3d  March,  1875,  (18  Stat.,  page  453.) 
ifiply-  Only  9  of  these  roHile  are  bound  by  the  terniB  ot  the  laud-grants 
ID  itpeoific  aod  clear  IniiRuage  to  transport  tbe  troopH  and  umterial  of 
the  United  States  Iree  of  co«t.  The  others  were  considered  by  tbe  War 
Depdrtment  to  be  entitled  to  compeDttatiou  tor  use  oC  rolling-stock  and 
services  of  their  servaotA  id  transportatiim  of  the  Army,  and  trere  paid 
efltabliMhed  tariff-rates,  less  onetbird  withheld  »s  the  jitst  dedaclion  oo 
account  of  the  conditions  of  thuir  grants,  that  they  should  maintain 
their  lines  as  pablic  highways  for  the  use  of  tbe  Govenimeot  of  tbe 
United  States  fre«  from  toll  or  other  i;harge. 

This  ap|ilied  to  41)  of  tbe  49  railroads  speciSed  in  a  list  which  will' 
be  found  in  the  report  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  tbe  transportation 
branch  of  this  ofUce,  appended  to  this  report. 

Ud  snit  brought  by  tbe  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi,  and  by  the 
Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  F^  Kailroad,  two  of  those  affected  by  this 
lt|ii]Iation,  and  carried  to  tbe  Supreme  Cuuit  of  the  United  Slates,  that 
tourt  decided  that  tbe  reservation  ol  these  Uud-grants  secures  to  the 
^rcrnment  only  a  free  nse  of  the  railroads  concerned,  and  that  it  does 
Dot  riititle  the  government  to  have  troops  or  property  transported  by 
the  United  States  over  their  respective  railroads  free  of  charge  for 
Cnnsportitig  the  same. 

Tbe  decisio'  ■  of  the  courts,  to  whom  Congress  ordered  tbe  question  to 
be  Bubmilted,  is  in  favor  of  the  railroads;  bat  tbe  prohibitiou  to  pay  for 
Hub  service  still  remains  on  the  statute-book. 

Tbe  railroads  feel  oppressed,  and  it  is  important  that  provision  for 
Kttlement  of  their  accounts  be  made  at  tbe  earliest  date. 

( am  happy  to  say  that  the  railroads  have  continued,  with  a  single 
ticeptiou,  to  render  sncb  services  as  were  asked  of  them,  trusting  to 
the  justice  of  tbv.  country  finally  to  pay  these  legal  and  Justdoes.  This 
natter  was  brougbt  to  tbe  attention  of  Congress  by  a  letter  from  the 
Sreretary  of  War,  ol  2d  March,  1877,  in  wbich  he  transmitted  a  report 
Df  Ibe  Second  Comptroller,  and  recommended  such  legislation  as  will 
remove  the  prohibition  and  give  effect  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
ton  It. 

So  uctioD  has  yet  been  taken  by  Congress,  and  unless  relief  is  soon 
naiiti'd  it  may  happen  that  other  roads  may  decline  to  honor  the  re- 
(|ae!>t8  of  this  office  for  tniusportatioii,  wbich  would  severely  embarrass 
tbe  military  service. 

There  is  no  summary  metho'l  by  wbich  a  road  refusing  to  tran8|>ort 
irooint  can  be  compelled  to  talce  them.  A  suit  for  damages  might  prob- 
ably be  snstainefl,  but  the  result  of  such  suit,  distant  and  doubtful, 
*oalil  not  transivort  the  troops  who  had  been  left  on  the  wayside. 

It  is  to  be  observed  also  that,  white  the  lands  were  granted  on  certain 
specified  conditions,  no  provision  to  enforce  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  under  the  grants  has  yet  beeu  made  by  law. 

The  only  railroad  which  has  iiositively  refuse<l  to  furnish  military 
CrtDsportation  under  the  present  condition  of  tbe  law  is  the  Florida 
<>Titnil  Kailroad,  which  from  Jacksonville  to  Lake  City,  Fla.  (59  miles), 
!« a  land-grant  road.  It  was  formerly  a  portion  of  the  JacfeaonviUe, 
Pensacola  and  Mobile  Railroad. 


I  Cioogic 


180  REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

All  attempts  to  indao*  the  company  to  reconsider  its  resolntioo  have 
failed. 

The  case  was  reported  to  you  and  retorae*)  with  ii.structioDs  tobriDg 
ap  the  Habject  axaio  at  tbe  nest  meetiag  of  Congress,  hs  there  Appeared 
to  be  no  exifttJDg  legal  remedy.  The  papers  lu  the  case  accompany  this 
report. 

The  Florida  Oentral  now  interrupts  the  marches  of  the  troops  of  the 
United  3tar&-<,  and  forces  them  to  a  circnltous  roul«,  partly  by  sea- 
Should  Dot  the  law  provide  means  to  secure  prompt  movementu  of 
troops  on  every  railroad  1     Others  may  follow  the  example  set  by  the 
Florida  Central. 

At  the  beginning  of  tbe  late  civil  war  I  knew  a  transport  to  bf  com- 
pelled to  cross  theGnlf  streiim  to  obtain  coal— «  disaffected  merchant 
refusing  to  sell  to  the  United  States  coal  lying  in  bis  yard,  and  matters 
not  then  being  ripe  to  take  it  by  force. 

At  the  reqnest  of  the  Treasury  and  Navy  Departments  arrangements 
have  t>een  made  fot'the  transport  also  of  certain  stores  of  these  de|>art- 
mente  through  the  official  aid  of  the  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department.  The  billn  of  expenses  thus  incurred  are  paid  by  the  re- 
spective departments  to  which,  after  examination  in  this  office,  they  are 
traDsniitted  for  settlement. 

WAGON  ADD  BTAQR  TBANSPOBTATION. 

The  movement  by  wagon  during  the  year  was  of  35,372  tons  of  mate- 
rial; and  by  stage,  of  3,569  passengers. 

An  abstract  of  thirty-seven  contracts  made  dnriug  the  year  for  wagon 
transportation  accompanies  this  report. 

HETA11.1C  HUBS  FOB   ASMT-WAGONS. 

The  new  two-horse  and  four-horse  wagons  have  metallic  hnbs. 

Metallic  hubs  are  still  under  trial  in  the  service  of  the  Qaartermas- 
ter's  Department. 

They  make  slow  progress  iu  the  Army,  owing,  I  tbink,  to  prejudice 
in  favor  of  old  styles  of  construction  not  yet  overcome.  Metallic  bubs 
are  now  tbe  rule  for  both  artillery  and  trains  in  moat  European  armies. 

HOB8E8.BOBINO. 

Under  onlers  of  Congress  by  act  of  28th  July,  1866,  Alexander  Dun- 
bar was  employed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  one  year  from  aist 
August,  1868,  to  travel  and  instruct  tbe  farriers  of  the  Army  in  the  ap- 
plication of  bis  method  of  treating  tbe  horse's  foot.  For  this  service 
and  for  tbe  use  of  bis  system  he  was  paid,  under  his  contract  with  the 
War  Department,  t25,0U0. 

A  farrier,  selected  by  himself,  Mr,  John  Kiernan,  was  employed  to 
assist  him,  at  |4  per  day,  bis  traveling-expenses  being  paid  by  tbe 
United  States. 

In  the  report  of  Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Hodges  herewith  will  be  fonnd  an 
abstract  of  Mr,  Dunbar's  clinical  lectures,  prepared  by  Lieat.  A.  B. 
Taylor,  Fifth  Cavalry,  who,  as  an  acting  assistant  qnartermaster,  had 
charge  of  the  traveling  party. 

Mr.  Kiernan  has  been  retained  in  service  as  instructor  of  farriers  at 
tbe  ))rincipal  depot  of  cavalry  recruits,  at  Gariisle,  subseqaently  removed 
to  Saint  Louis. 
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He  prepared  and  sabniitted  to  tliis  office  a  treatise  on  horHesboeioff, 
wbich,  beiug  recoratneuded  for  publication  hy  a  board  of  officers,  has 
been  pablished  and  distributed  to  all  military  posts. 

Instruction  ix  given  by  bim  to  blacksmitUs  at  tbe  depot,  who,  being 
distributed  to  the  several  cavalrr  regiments,  in  some  measure  preserve 
in  the  Army  the  knowledge  of  the  practice  of  Mr.  Dnnbar,  a  practice 
wbose  teaching  was  prescribed  by  the  law. 

WATER  TRAHSPUBTATION. 

There  were  raoveil  over  water-roaten  by  tbe  department  ctariog  the 
year  15,593  persons,  3,084  beasts,  and  71,7U7,232  ponndn  of  material. 

TTiere  have  been  employed  in  the  regular  service  of  tbe  Quartermas- 
ter'N  Department  during  the  year  the  following  vesseb,  owned  by  the 
tFoiied  States : 

Side  wheel  steamboat  Henry  Siniih,  serving  the  |>oNta  in  New  York 
Harbor;  pro)>eller  General  McPherson,  in  harbor  of  San  FranciiMX>. 

Seven  steam-launches,  one  each  at  the  following  posts :  Bostou  Har- 
bor; Fort  Adams,  R.  L;  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y.;  Sandy  Hook  ordnance- 
proving  range;  Fort  McHenry,  Md.;  Portress  Monroe,  Va.;  and  Fort 
Barrancas,  Fla.  Also  the  schooner  Matchless,  at  Key  West,  and  the 
colter  Phantom,  at  Barrancas. 

Two  llght-drangbt  river  steamers  were  built  on  tbe  Lower  Ohio  last 
spriDg  for  tbe  service  of  the  new  posts  on  the  Yellowstone  and  its 
tribataries.  Oue,  the  General  Sherman,  ba»  done  gooil  service  on  the 
lellowatuno  and  Big  Horn  Rivers. 

The  other,  the  Cameron,  was  iinfortnuately  wrecked  on  a  snag  on  her 
first  voyage  op  the  Missouri  River.  She  wan  heavily  loaded  with  the 
personal  baggage  of  tbe  officers  and  soldiers  of  tbe  Fifth  Infantry 
garrisoning  those  remote;  posts,  as  well  as  with  quartermanter's  prop- 
erty, and  the  petition  of  tbe  officers  and  soldiers  to  have  their  losses 
made  good  to  them  should  be  commended  to  tbe  favorable  conaideratioD 
of  (Jongress. 

Tlie  total  cost  of  running  and  maintaining  all  these  transports  was 
Wl.2U8.51. 

Tbe  Sherman  and  Cameron  cost  at  the  dock-yard  tI9,394each,  inolad- 
ins  fnruiture.  These  were  twin  steru-wheel  boats,  of  145  feet  length 
CD  (Ivcb,  28  feet  beam,  4  feet  hold,  with  18-incb  guard.  Tbey  had  high- 
pr«funre  engines  of  two  cylinders  each,  of  12  inches  diameter  and  4J 
fwt  Rlrolfe,  and  each  had  two  steel  boilers  38  inches  diameter  and  22 
feet  long.    Tonnage.  236y'^  tons. 

Tlie  steam-lannch  Ordnance  watt  built  in  1876,  for  the  tnin8[>ortatioD 
of  officers  and  stores  between  Mew  York  and  tbe  ordnance  experimental 
ptoring-range  at  Sandy  Hook.  She  is  larger  than  the  tenders  of  the 
fortj<,  as  she  is  liable  to  be  used  in  rougher  water.  Her  coat  was 
118,000,  to  which  sAaiething  has  since  l>eei)  added  to  tit  her  for  service. 
The  iroDtract  price  covered  the  cost  of  the  vessel  and  engine  alone, 
vitboat  Qttings  or  fnrnitnre. 

Kiueteeo  vessels  of  vnrioas  kinds  have  been  at  various  times  hired 
or  ^bartered,  as  needed,  at  a  cost  of  $103,597.16. 

Tbe  greater  part  of  the  transportation  on  the  Missouri,  however,  has 
beeo  done  a  nder  contract  with  st4>Mm  boat -owners,  who  have  moved  the 
troops  and  the  large  qnantity  of  material  needed  in  establishing  the 
uv  posts  and  supplying  them  for  tbe  winter,  as  well  as  in  supplying 
the  older  posts  on  tbe  Missouri,  and  tbe  troops  who  have  been  in  tbe  ' 
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field  against  the  SioDX  and  against  the  Nez  Percys  also,  since  they 
entered  the  department  of  Dakota. 
The  work  has  been  satisfactorily  accomplished,  but  it  has  been  costly. 

INDEBTED   EAILBOADS. 

On  Ist  JdI.?,  1S76,  there  rema'ned  ilne  liy  certain  ruilroailB  for  mat-rial 
sold  them  on  credit  at  tlie  clutw  of  the  war,  uudur  executive  orilers  of 

etb  Auftnst  and  14tL  October,  ISCT.  , tl,7Ki,455  94 

lutertst  accrued  and  was  chnrj^ed  dnrinK  the  year  to  tbe  anion nt  of 80,tin3  30 

PafuientA collected  have  amounted  toon]; 345  03 

And  the  balance  dan  1  at  of  July,  1877,  wu 1,665,793  2S 

Ail  trausportiition  of  troops  and  military  stores  over  these  railroads 
is  credited  to  them,  and  their  [lostal  earnings  sbonld  also  be  applied 
toward  the  reduction  of  theSR  debts.  Bitt  some  of  the  roads  have,  oince 
this  debt  was  incurred,  been  sold,  and  the  purchasers  assert  that  they 
are  not  responsible  for  the  old  debts  of  the  companies. 

Others  ai^sert  that  tbe  prices  they  voluntiirily  agreed  tu  pay  for  rail- 
road rolling-stock  and  material,  sold  to  them  only  at  their  own  earnest 
reqnei^t.  and  sold  at  prices  fixed  by  a  board  of  experts  nod  of  officers  on 
whose  integrity  no  shadow  of  nuapicioii  restn,  were  excessive,  and  on 
these  pleas,  or  others,  in  some  cases  perhaps  from  actual  inability  to  [>ay, 
they  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  payments. 

The  amount  which  aliould  justly  have  been  paid  during  the  year  by  the 
roads  with  whom  no  settlement  has  been  made  under  the  various  acts 
of  Congress  granting  relief  or  providing  for  special  settlements  is 
$1,849,240.24.    The  amount  actually  piiid  was  9345.02. 

There  are  unsettled  accounts  for  transportation  over  the — 
Mobile  and  Ob  io  Road,  amonnting  to 158,991  49 

PaBtalearnkigBoftheHoMiDnvilleandUaacheel«rBoad,nDsettled,aaioniit 

to 5.051  37 

Of  the  HemphU  and  Little  Book  to  16,897  98 

Of  tbeNaabvilleandNorthweatern  to 82,173  09 

Total  nnftettled  postal  earnings 104,124  44 

Whenever  these  sums  are  paid  over  to  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment they  will  be  credited  on  the  debts  of  these  companies. 

At  the  October  term  of  the  Uniied  atates  court  tor  the  middle  district 
of  Tennessee  a  jadgment  was  obtained  by  the  United  Stat«8  against  the 
Nashville  and  Iforthwestern  Railroad  for  $866,150,  execution  issued  and 
WHX  placed  in  bands  of  the  United  States  marshal  tor  collection. 

This  office  is  not  advised  that  any  [wition  of  the  amount  has  yet  been 
actually  collected.  It  has  received  nothing  on  account  of  the  judgment 
and  execution. 

One  condition  of  the  sale  to  this  company  was  that  the  money  earned 
by  transportation  of  troops  and  military  supplies,  as  welt  as  the  postal 
earnings,  should  be  applied  to  payment  of  the  debt. 

The  road  lias  passed  into  the  control  of  the  Nashville,  Chattanooga 
and  Saint  Louis  Kailroad,  which,  to  avoid  payment,  has  refused  to  trans- 
port the  troops  of  the  United  States,  alleging  that  it  receives  no  payment 
therefor. 

Congress  has,  by  act  of  8th  July,  1876,  relieved  thepresent  owners  of 
the  McMinnville  and  Manchester  Road  from  the  obligation  to  pay  over 
its  postal  earnings  to  assist  in  liquidating  its  debts. 
^<  In  settlement  with  the  Memphis  and  Little  Rock  Company,  under  act 
of  27th  February,  1875,  there  was  a  balaucu  due  the  Duited  States  from 
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that  company  of  916,897.78.  Postal  earniDgs  of  tbe  road  prior  to  Isti 
July,  1872,  not  paid  to  it,  aiuoanted  to  the  same  sum,  aiid  application  was 
made  to  Congress  to  appropriate  the  money  to  defray  the  debt,  wliioh 
haa  not  been  done.  I  en^gest  that  it  will  not  be  necesHary  to  appro- 
priate money  for  the  puriKise,  as  it  ih  a  mere  matter  of  account,  and  that 
a  provision  in  any  appropriation  bill  authorizing  the  accounting  officers 
Ee  settle  tbe  accouot  by  proper  charges  will  be  sufficient.  Unless  thia 
iB  done  the  company  will  always  have  a  claim  against  the  Post-Offlce 
Department  fur  those  [lostal  earnings  unpaid,  and  ibe  accounts  of  the 
War  Department  and  the  Post  Office  Department  for  this  sum  will  both 
remain  unsettled. 

On  the  4th  March,  1876,  the  Postmaster-General  submitted  to  the 
Boose  of  Beprrseuta lives  a  draught  of  a  bill  to  settle  this  account. 

The  act  of  3d  March,  1877,  anthorized  the  Secretary  of  War  to  rt^pen 
Ibe  settlement  madt^  by  the  goverumeut  with  the  Western  and  Atlantic 
Bailroad  Company  of  Georgia,  and  to  adjust  it  upon  the  basis  of  that 
made  under  act  of  March  3,  1871,  with  certain  other  roods  which  were 
io  default  to  the  government. 

The  Department  of  Jnstice  coDBtrned  this  act  to  be  not  simply  per- 
missive bat  mandatory,  nod  niider  its  provisions  the  sam  of  $199,058.58 
was  paid  to  that  railroad  on  the  indorsement  of  the  governor  of  the 
State  of  Georgia. 

A  table  accom{>anyiDg  this  report  gives  in  detail  the  names  of  the 
indebted  railroads,  the  amoonts  originally  dae,  the  sums  received,  and 
die  amoonts  still  dne  from  those  whose  debts  still  remain  uupaid. 

OATALBT  USD  ABTILLBBT  HORSES. 

During  the  year  3,991  horses  were  purchased  for  cavalry  and  artillery 
aerrioe,  at  a  total  cost  of  $195,943.70,  the  average  price  being  $121.26. 

The  price  in  the  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic  was  $200;  the 
deiiartment  of  West  Point,  $160.83 ;  of  California,  $140 ;  of  the  Colam- 
bia,  $130;  of  the  Missouri,  $123.97;  of  Arizona,  $118.03;  of  Texas, 
1114.42.  The  appropriation  lor  this  purpose  was  $687,500.  The  pat- 
ebases  as  above,  $495,943.76. 

DRAFT  ANIMALS. 

Eight  hundred  and  forty-two  mnlea,  costing  $101,915.12,  an  average 
of  $125.79,  and  22  draught  horses,  costing  $3,485,  an  average  of  $158.41, 
were  also  purchased.  The  highest  rate  was  in  the  division  of  the 
Atlantic,  $166.33;  the  lowest  in  Arizona,  $116.20.  1,124  horses  were 
sold.  They  realized  $41,170.93.  500  mules  sold  brought  $14,911.62, 
iud  2  oxen  $39.  In  all,  the  sales  of  animals  brought  $56,121.65,  which 
lias  been  deposited  in  the  Treasury  to  credit  of  miscellaneous  receipts. 

There  were  in  service  on  1st  Jnly,  1876,  13,892  horses  and  10,817 
Biales.  On  the  30th  June,  1877,  the  number  in  service  was  11,483 
borses  and  9.621  mules. 

Six  hundred  and  eighty-nine  horses  and  449  mules  died,  and  599  horses 
and  24f  mules  were  lost  or  stolen  during  the  year.  The  whole  number 
of  casualties  by  sale,  loss,  or  death  were  2,409  horses  and  1,196  mules. 
The  pnrehasea  have  been  reported  above. 

FUEL,   POBAGE,   AND  STBAW. 

The  issnes  have  been,  of  corn,  690,451  bosbels ;  of  barley,  126,437 
basbels;  oats,  966,763  bushels;  hay,  58,095  tons;  straw,  3,078  tons; 
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brao,  S2,649  barbels;  fwlder,  119  toDs.  138,(>99  cords  of  wood,  19,021 
tons  anthracite  and  21,066  bitnminoaa  and  Hemi-bitnminoaa  coals  bave 
been  isaaed  to  the  Army  during  the  year. 

■    OONTBAOTS. 

The  Hnp))lies  of  the  Armf  are  procured  by  contract  whenever  the  needs 
are  foreHeeii,and  time  |ierinitsthemHkiuf[of  contracts.  But  the  process 
under  the  law  is  so  guarded  that  sometimes  the  serrice  wonld  suffer  by 
the  delay  inrolved  in  obtaining  permission  to  advertise,  and  in  advertis- 
iDg. 

There  were  Gled  in  this  office  during  the  year  688  contracts.  237  of 
these  contracts  were  for  forage;  102  for  wood;  44  for  coul  and  charcoal; 
150  for  fuel  and  foriige;  7  for  work  iu  national  cemeteries;  16  tor  cloth- 
ing and  equipage  :  2  for  horses;  1  tor  harneKS;  45  for  trauaportation ; 
12  for  buildings;  2  for  stationery ;  2  for  linilding  steamers;  21or»tove8; 
6  for  vehicles,  wagons,  and  ambulances;  3  for  tools  and  materiuls;  10 
for  lui^cellancoas  services  and  for  leases. 

WAOONB,   AMBULANCEB,   AND   HABMR88. 

The  property  returns  show  that  there  were  on  baud  at  the  beginning 
of  the  tiscal  year  3,5^0  army  wnfious,  and  that  316  were  sold,  tost,  or 
deslroyeil,  and  242  parcbased  durlnti  the  year,  leaving  on  hand  oo  let 
of  July  last  2,446. 

There  are  in  service  101  spring  wagons  and  128  ambniances. 

There  is  harness  on  hand  for  13,239  wagon  mule^  and  1,904  ambulance 
males.    There  are  also  316  sets  ot  vart  harnees. 

Discrepancies  to  he  noted  in  these  figures  result  from  errors  in  returns 
examined  and  not  yet  corrected,  and  from  the  want  of  returns  not  yet 
rendered  by  many  oSicers  who  have  been  actively  employed  in  the  field 
against  hostile  Indians  in  a  wild  country  out  of  the  reach  of  regular 
mails. 

One  hundred  and  thirty  sixmnletcam  wagons;  50  two  horse  and  four 
horse  ormulewagonsof  anew  model ;  27  spring  wagons;  20anibulances 
of  the  Wheeling  pattern,  and  one  express  wagon  have  been  purchased 
daring  the  year.  120  train  wagons  under  contract  with  the  Pittsburgh 
Wagon  Works  of  Allegheny,  Pa.,  cost  $104.50  each  ;  50  two  and  four 
horse  wagonsundervontract  with  the  Kansas  Manufacturing  Company  at 
Leavenworth, cost 892.a0each;  20s|)ringwagons,8aiiitLouis  model,  made 
under  contract  by  Nixon  &  Kane,of  Jefferaonville,  Ind.,cost  $185  each; 
20  ambulances.  Wheeling  pattern,  purchased  under  contract  with  Jacob 
Bech,  of  Philadelphia,  cost  $12S  each.  These  rates  are  lower  than  can 
be  obtained  in  any  government  wagon  factory  according  to  the  experi- 
ence of  this  department,  and  the  vehicles  subjected  to  careful  inspection 
and  to  actual  service  in  the  field  have  proved  satisfactory.  The  only 
wagons  complained  of  as  deficient  in  strength  and  as  breaking  down  In 
the  field  before  fairly  wearing  out  with  long  service  wen!  some  bnilt  at 
a  government  factoi-y  which  was  ex  [>eri  men  tally  established  in  1876, 
during  my  absence  from  the  country. 

Under  the  advice  of  the  ambulance  board,  referred  to  in  my  last 
report,  a  new  model  ambulance  has  been  devised,  and  one  has  been 
conKtructed  bvMcDermotl,  of  Washington.  It  promises  to  be  a  further 
improvement  upon  the  models  heretofore  in  use,  and,  though  slightly 
heavier,  it  is  probable  that  its  advnutages  will  overweigh  this  objection. 

But  no  certain  conclusion  can  be  reached  on  such  a  vehicle  without 
actual  trial  in  the  field  with  troops.  Such  trial  alone  tests  the  qualities 
of  any  Army  vehicle. 
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>'ij  hitrDess  has  bet;D  bougbt  daring  tbe  yeitr. 

During  tlie  lute  campaigiis  of  General  Crook,  it  lias  been  reported  by 
io  ofBcer  of  tbis  depHrtineDt  that  he  found  mnch  of  tbe  harness  in  086, 
iMonl  for  the  expe<lilioD,  venk  and  unreliable  from  long  stornge.  A 
general  iusp«ution  has  been  ordered,  and  if^the  rest  of  the  harness 
i'rurra  u>  have  thue  lost  strength,  by  age  and  long  storage,  it  will  be 
itctssary  to  incur  a  conaiderable  expenditure  to  renew  tbe  stock  of 
Anny  liarness. 

arOTBS  AND  BANQES. 

Atapplyof  the  several  models  of  stoves  for  heating  and  cooking 
iwommeudrd  by  tbe  board  on  this  ttubjeot,  whose  report  was  pnblished  in 
the  last  annaal  report  of  this  oflSce,  has  been  provided.  They  bsve 
befD  liistributed  to  various  military  posts,  and,  so  far  as  heard  from, 
ip[>e4r  to  give  satisfaction.  The  whole  number  of  the  new  model  heat- 
iDg  .'tovps  purchased  under  the  contract  is  235,  and  of  the  new  cookiug- 
(tures  112. 

8TATI0NBBT  FOB  OBDNANOB  SBBQBANTS. 

Tti)>  allowance  for  stationery  for  ordnance  sergeants  on  doty  at  post* 
DOC  ([arrisooed  by  troops  was,  for  thv  first  time,  fisod  and  regulated 
ianjig  the  past  fiscal  year  by  Geueml  Orders  Ko.  56,  Headquarters  of 
Ihe  Army,  of  Jane  20, 1877. 

BXPLOBING  EXPEDITIONS. 

Tlie  Norveyiiig  and  exploring  ex[)editiou  under  command  of  Lieat. 
Ci«orge  M.  Wheeler  has,  as  heretofore,  been  furniiitaed  by  the  Quarter- 
a.u'ier'B  Department,  under  the  onlers  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
iDiniDls,  wagons,  and  with  transportation  in  kind  for  meu  and  aniinuls, 
aoi)  for  inBtrumeots  aud  specimens. 

CENTENNIAL   EXHIBITION. 

Tbis  department  ma<le  an  exhibit  at  the  late  Cuntennial  Exhibition, 
iihI  received  tbe  following  awards  of  medals  and  diplomiia : 

Im.  For  an  ioteresting  exhildt  of  tbe  articles  Kujiplied  and  tools  em- 
rimed  by  this  Department,  aud  especially  for  the  large  <K>llection  of 
»l>H-inieDs  designed  to  illustrate  the  veterinary  service  and  horseshoeing 
nf  I  be  Army. 

-il.  For  the  exhibit  of  flags  and  military  costamas,  by  reason  of  the 
cbaraoter  of  tbe  workmanship,  historical  value,  and  lil>erality  of  na- 
a>-rical  exhibit. 

CLAIMS. 

Many  claims  are  presented  for  action  by  this  office. 

Tlir  act  of  4ih  July.  1864,  for  settlement  of  cttiims  for  qnar  term  aster's 
^'>rp«  famished  the  Army  during  the  war  in  states  not  in  insurrection, 
Uil  nereral  acts  extending  its  provisions,  throw  a  very  large  business 
tf»»  Ihe  Qnartermaster-Geueral. 

Thirty-four  agents,  at  a  cost  of  $40,707.52,  were  employed  daring  tbe 
fnr  in  the  investigation  of  claims  for  quartermaster's  stores  ander  this 
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lu  addition,  n  considerable  number  of  clerks  have  been  employed  in 
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eoteriDg  and  abstracting  the  evidence  and  reports  of  agents  and  officers 
apoQ  thene  claimB,  and  putting  them  into  h  voodeiised  form  in  order  to 
malte  it  possible  for  the  Quartermaster  General  to  examine  and  to  act 
intelligeutly  upon  then]. 

Tbe  total  coot  of  the  examination  and  preparation  of  these  claimtt  for 
the  year  is  estimated  at  $f>G,<HH). 

Une  thousand  four  hifntlred  and  Hcreu  claims  were  investigated  by 
agents  during  the  year  and  reported  ou  to  thin  olBce.  Tbe  amoant  of 
these  1,407  claims,  as  filed,  was  $1,707.91)8.02.  The  ageiils  recommended 
the  allowance  ou  them  of  tbe  sum  of  121^^,987.99. 

There  were  iu  tbiu  office  on  file  for  action  on  30th  June,  1876— 
12,B»>  ckims  under  this  act.,  anion n ting  to $e,515,7H3  30 

636  roure  nero  filed  dnriug  tlie  put  fiscal  ;e&r,  agicreKfttiDg 679,209  04 

Total  13,692,  atoouuting  to 9,t94,9!M  34 

Eleven  bnudred  and  two  claims,  for  (1,808,228.84,  were  examined  by 
the  Qnartermaster-Oeneral  during  tbe  year.  Of  these,  460  daiint,  for 
9451,068.96,  were  reported  to  the  Third  Auditor,  with  recommendation 
for  settlement,  allowing  ui>on  tbem  the  snni  of  (155,273.52,  which  is  a 
reduction  n|)on  tbe  amount  claimed  of  (295,796.44. 

Six  hundred  and  forly-two  claims  were  reject«'d.  Their  amonnt  was 
(1,352,159.88. 

There  remained  on  file  for  action  on  30th  June,  1877, 12,690  claiins,  for 
(7,39I,7Sa.50,  under  this  act. 

Eight  hnndred  and  sixty  claiuia,  not  act«d  on  by  the  Qaartermast«r- 
G«neral  for  want  of  time,  were  prepared  and  ready  for  his  action  at  tbe 
close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

The  failure  of  the  Army  appropriation  bill  left  this  office  with  no  funds 
applicable  to  hire  of  agents  to  coutiune  the  investigation  of  tbuae  islaims, 
and  tbe  agents  were  discharged,  and  the  claims  in  their  hands  Sled  in 
the  offices  of  the  ofilcers  in  charge  of  them. 

Twenty-nine  hundred  aud  fifty-five  claims  onder  the  act  remain  in 
tbe  offlue  of  Lieut.  Col.  Jumes  A.  Ekin,  at  Jeffersonvtlle,  Ibd.  Of  these, 
2,201  originated  in  Tennessee,  738  in  Kentucky,  and  16  in  at^oining 
States. 

In  the  office  of  Lieut.  Col.  S.  B.  Holabird,  Chicago,  111.,  are  341  claims, 
322  of  which  originated  in  Missouri,  14  in  Kansas,  2  in  Colorado,  1  each 
in  Ohio,  Arkansas,  and  the  Indian  Territory. 

In  the  office  of  the  depot- quartermaBt«r,  Washington,  Capt.  A.  F. 
Rockwell,  are  172  claims — 116  from  Maryland,  53  from  West  Virginia, 
and  3  fi-om  Pennsylvania. 

HISOEIXANEODS  CLAIMS  AND  VOUCHEBS. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  12,984  miscellaneous 
claims  and  aucounta  were  on  file  in  this  office,  amount- 
ing to  (7, 321, 175  95 

1,064  were  filed  during  the  year 182, 734  12 

Total,  14,048  claims  and  accounts,  calling  for 7, 503, 910  07 

One  hnndreil  and  ninety  were  approved  lor  $50,669.21,  being  a  n'dnc- 
tion  of  (2,736.50  J  351,  for  (182,548.70.  were  forwarded  to  tbe  Third 
Auditor  of  the  Treusary  for  action  of  tue  accoiiutingofficers ,-  140,  for 
(55,267.80,  wei'c  transmitted  to  other  departments  to  which  they  prop- 
erly pertained ;  141,  for  (243,441.21,  were  rejected. 
Three  hundred  and   ninety-one  accoout-s,  amounting  to  (20,882.96, 
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•ere  approTM],  59  were  tmnsmitted  to  other  departments;  they 
■moDQted  to  $7,4H3.10;  27,  Amountii)g  to  tStOuT.TO,  were  rejected. 

Thns,  1,314  claims  nod  accouittH,  amonntiiig,  km  presented,  to 
1546,137.45.  were  diojiosed  of. 

Twetre  tooutiand  four  buiiilreil  uiiil  forty-three  ulaiias  aud  291  ac- 
wauls,  (or  tfi,9ij7,772.62,  renmin  ou  file. 

BABRA^CES  AND  QUARTEBS. 

Duriot;  the  6»eat  year  140  new  bDildiu;;i<,  at  an  estiinitted  cost  of 
$214,57fi,  were  authorized.  They  flre  bnrr«ckp,  qaarters,  store- houses, 
R'ablfit,  and  mn^azines  iu  the  Staleo  of  California,  Colorado,  Connecti- 
cDt,  Delaware,  Florida,  Kansas,  Micbigau,  Kebrattka,  Hew  ^ork,  Ohio, 
Kboile  Island,  South  Carolina,  Texas,  and  Virginia,  and  iu  the  Territo- 
ries of  ArizouB.  Dakota,  Montana,  Washington,  aud  Wyoming. 

tCepflira  of  wharves  Huthurized  amoiiut  to  $2,800, 

Kepaira  of  pnhljc  buihliiigs,  construction  aud  repair  of  cisterD.*,  and  ■ 
parchiue  of  tools  for  use  at  various  military  posts  amouut  to  (18f),875. 

Tbexe  expenditures  hare  been  distributed  as  follows : 

Id  Department  of  HisaiiDrl (27,394 

In  Ueputmeot  of  th»  Platte 41,467 

In  Depmrtmnnt  of  Dakota 44,7X1 

In  Department  of  Texan ..     44,749 

Tal«l,  DlvlaioDof  Hinonri 158,381 

In  thpanment  of  California ltf,5TS 

In  Delia rtment  of  the  Colambia.. 7,:n'l 

In  Drpartmentaf  ArJEUDa 46,090 

Total,  Division  of  the  Pacific 71,033 

In  Department  of  tbeSoQth 50,851 

In  Department  nf  the  Gnlf 9.655 

In  Naw  EuKlaad  and  Middle  States 115,3M 

Total  Divi«ioD  of  the  Atlantic 174,897 

These  do  not  inclode  the  new  poses  in  the  Yellowstone  coantry  or  the 
Dew  qnartermaster's  depot  at  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

NEW  POSTS. 

The  act  of  July  22,  1876,  Forty-fourth  Congress,  first  session,  chapter 
^,  appropriated  t2UO,4K)0  for  tbe  construction  of  new  military  posts  or 
depots  at  sncb  points  as  might  be  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Tite  appropriation  was  made  upon  reports  of  tbe  Lieuteuaot-G-eneral  in 
1S75,  and  previously,  of  the  great  importance  of  establishing  military 
posts  on  the  Yellowstone  and  IVTuscleshell  Rivers  iu  Montana  and  the 
Military  Department  of  Dakota,  to  control  the  Sioux  and  other  Indians 
vbofreqaented  that  region. 

One  of  the  posts  has  been  located  at  tbe  moutb  of  Tougne  Kiver,  and 
tbe  other  on  the  Little  Big  Horn  River,  near  its  mouth. 

Both  are  in  the  valley  of  the  Yellowstone. 

The  snm  set  aside  for  each  post  is  tlOV,000,  which  is  expected  to  con- 
stmct  at  each — 

llires  ea*alT7  barrackH  for  six  compauips,  esiimated  at tSO.SOO 

Twoinfantr;  barracks  for  foor  companies, eaiimat«d  at 10,000 

^iDfBn(T7l)arraokii  for  one  com  pan  y,  asU  mated  at 3,000 

One  iHrildiDg  as  quarters  for  oommandtrr,  estimated  at "      ' 
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Tbirteen  bnildiDge  for  ooDipftD;  and  staff  offic«TB,estimBt«d  at t^U.UOl 

Ooe  cotamUBRr;  Btore-hoase, estimated  at 3,.Vii 

Ooe  qnartermB« tor's  Btore-hoasu,  eatimated  at .-. ..- 'i.'Xi 

One  bake-bonge,  eatimotod  at 1.0" 

SlablM  and  corral  for  CBvalry  horsea,  eatimated  at 10,001 

Stablea  and  corral  for  traina,  eatimated  at 2,lA 

Offloeof  com niandar,  estimated  at a.i-W 

Gaard-house,  estimated  at a,  IX) 

One  granary  for  forage,  estimated  at 3,  SO 

Total  at  each  po«t 100,00 

Large  quantities  of  mnterial  aud  of  Rtoivt  have  been  collected  aii< 
tratisported  to  the  sites  of  the  posts,  at  a  cost  for  transportatioi 
estimated  to  mach  exceed  the  cost  of  coDstrnctioD  and  of  material,  ant 
the  work  is  reported  to  be  in  active  progreiKH. 

At  the  position  at  the  month  of  Tongue  Biver,  troops,  ander  com 
mand  of  Colonel  Miles,  spent  the  p<iat  winter  in  oaaCoomeots  of  buU 
erected  of  materiala  mostly  found  near  the  spot. 

NEW  POST  AT  THE  PASS  OF  HBLL-GATB,  MONT. 

Upon  urgent  represetitations  from  the  inhabitants  of  HoDtana,  ai 
ezamiuatiou  of  the  Uell-Gate  Pass  was  onlered,  and  the  military  com 
maiiders  concarring  in  the  opiuiou  that  a  post  at  this  pass  was  needM 
for  the  protection  of  that  region,  a  military  reserve  has  been  declnred 
and  $20,000  was  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  17tb  May,  1877 
to  the  construction  of  a  military  post  on  section  31  of  townsfaip  13  nortb 
of  range  19  west.  No  detailed  report  of  progress  has  reached  this  office 

HOSPITALS. 

The  appropriatiou  for  constrnction  and  repair  of  military  hospital! 
was  $100,000. 

Of  this  sum,  164,903  has  been  devoted  to  the  construction  of  seven 
new  hospitals,  viz : 

At  Saint  AiiKa8tiae,Fl» $5,73 

AtPortLeBreoworlb,  Kas 3.951 

At  Fort  Stanton,  N.  Mex .■. IO.0« 

At  Cdliinibus  Barracks,  Obio H.OOJ 

At  Camp  Brown,  Wyo 4,401 

At  uew  post  OD  To OKae  River,  Mont lO.Sfl 

At  Dew  post  on  Little  BiK  Horn  River 10, j« 

And  to  the  repair  of  eighty^one  other  hospitals  tbi 


NEW  DEPOT  AT  SAK  ANTOKIO,  'I  EX. 

By  act  of  3d  March,  1873,  Congress  appropriated  $100,0110  for  the 
construution  of  depot  linildinga  at  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Various  causes  delayed  their  cDnatructton.  Congress,  in  act  of  3d 
March,  1875,  continued  the  appropriation,  then  about  to  be  covered  into 
the  Treasury,  under  the  general  law  relating  to  balances  of  appropria- 
tions not  used  within  two  years. 

I  miide  arrangements,  as  soon  as  authorized  to  do. so,  for  the coDStrac- 
tion  of  the  deiiot  much  needed,  and  of  which  plans  had  long  been  com- 
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pleted,  bat  a  tonr  to  Bnrojie  preT«>nte<l  my  atteDdiDg  to  the  work,  aad 
OD  my  retnro  in  the  spring  of  1876  I  fniiud  tbat  notbiog  bnd  beeu  done. 
With  tfae  sanction  of  tlie  tben  Secretary'  of  War,  in  April,  1876, 1  took 
chstrgB  of  the  work,  advertised  for  propoBuls,  and  made  uontraut  with 
tbe  lowest  bidders,  Braden  and  Angns,  of  San  Autonio,  for  tbe  conatra&- 
tion  of  the  building,  according  to  the  plana  and  siiecificaiions  wbicli  ac- 
i-uiDtJEtny  this  re|>ort,  for  a  sum  within  the  amount  of  tbe  apjiropriatioD. 
Tbe  uontract  was  signed  iu  June,  1S76,  and  Id  July,  1877,  the  work 
wasBubHtantiall.v  completed. 

Tbe  constrnction  of  uDder-grouiid  store-room^  for  tbe  nse  of  the  com- 
misMHry  and  of  a  cistern  for  rain-water,  Qttintt  up  the  shops  and  lay- 
ing of  concrete  floors  in  aome  of  tbe  store-roomB,  all  done  under  the  con- 
tmut,  will  probably  eshauBt  the  a|>propriation. 

The  bailding  is  C24  feet  square ;  on  three  sides  are  store-rooms  30  feet 
deep.     The  store  rooms  average  40  fee!;  in  length  each. 

Tbe  principal  gate  is  on  the  aoutb  front.  Over  the  gate  and  tbe  cen- 
tral storerooms  on  this  front  are  eight  offii'e  rooms  fur  tbe  use  of  the 
officers  and  clerks  employed  at  the  depot.  The  north  front  has  sbeda 
on  both  the  inner  and  outer  sides.  Those  on  tbe  inner  (tide  on  the  court 
are  used  as  shops  and  for  the  storage  of  lunilier,  &c,  and  of  ambulaDces 
and  wa^ns  not  in  use.  Those  on  the  outer  side  are  used  as  stables. 
Tbe  qnar  term  aster's  corral  occupies  the  ground  adjoining  and  to  tbe 
north. 

Whole  area  within  the  walls  is  8.94  acres.    The  area  of  the  court  or 
plaza  is  T..%  acres.    There  are  under  roof  1.81  acres. 
There  are  1,100,000  cubic  feet  of  storage-room  under  cover;  28,800 
'    feet  of  which  are  in  vaults  underground. 

Tbe  walls  ate  of  rubble  tuHsoory  ;  tbe  roofs  are  covered  with  tin;  and 

tbe  part itioo-w nils  dividing  Ibe  Htore-rooms  from  each  other  go  through 

the  frame  work  which  supiwrts  the  tin  roofing,  cutttug  off  allcoiumunioa- 

.   don  between  the  roofs  of  adjoining  store -rooms.     There  are  no  doors  in 

tbe  partition -walls  dividing  store-rooms,  and   thus  fire  breaking  out  in 

,    the  contents  of  one  room  will  not  spread  to  tbe  rest. 

I       A  tower  of  masonry,  15  feet  square,  contains  an  iron  tank  with  a  ca- 

!    pacity  of  6,000  gallons,  at  an  elevation  of  90  feet  above  the  court-yard. 

This  tank  is  snpplied  by  steam  pumpn  fn)m  an  neequia  at  a  distance  of 

about  1,300  feet,  and  being  kept  full,  will  always  supply  water  to  ex- 

'    titigniab  fire.    Before  the  contents  of  the  tanks  chd  be  used,  the  steani' 

pnmp8  can  l»e  got  to  work  to  keep  up  the  supply. 

A  watchman  is  stationed  in  an  open  guard-room  of  the  tower  imme- 
diately under  the  tank,  nt  an  elevation  of  65  feet. 

From  this  station  all  tbe  doors  of  store-houses  are  visible,  and  all  that 
passes  iu  the  courtyard  is  under  bis  immediate  observation. 

Tbe  total  cost  of  the  building  is  $100,000,  which  is  at  the  rate  of 
d  cents  per  cubic  foot  of  storage  room. 

Tbe  general  plan  and  arrangement  are  like  those  of  tbe  JeS'ersonville 
depot  of  the  quartermaster's  department.  It  is,  however,  only  two- 
thirds  as  large,  and  cost  only  two-thiirds  as  mocb.  The  bnildings  at 
JeffHraonvilleateof  brick,  those  of  San  Antonio  of  stone.  In  both  cases 
tbe  local  material  was  used.  The  building  of  each  occupied  16  months' 
time. 

Tbe  stone  of  San  Antonio  is  a  soft  cream-colored  limestone,  which 

vorks  easily,  but  which  ap[)ear8  to  be  durable.     It  much  resembles  in 

color  and  texture  tbe  stoue  of  which  the  principal  buildings  of  Paria 

are.  (xtna  true  ted. 

Tbe  offices  and  supplies  of  tbe  depot  of  the  quartermaster's  depart 
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ment  at  San  Antonio  have  already  been  removed  to  the  new  bnildings, 
and  the  Alamo,  which  has  been  rented  for  many  years,  and  other  store- 
houses, have  been  given  up,  effecting  a  reduction  in  the  rent-list  of  the 
qoarteriuactei'a  department  at  San  Antonio  of  $2,370, 

Other  bnildings  will  be  given  up  as  soon  as  their  contents  can  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  new  depot,  which  will  make  a  further  SHving  of  $3,300. 

A  drawing  of  this  depot  and  copies  of  the  apecifluations  and  contract 
accompany  this  report. 

BUILDINGS  SOLD. 

The  sale  of  51  buildings  at  various  posts  lias  been  ordered  during  the 
year. 

PURCHASE  OF  HILITABY  SITES  IN  TEXAS. 

An  act  of  3d  March,  1873,  authorized  the  purehasB  of  three  military 
sites  in  Texas,  and  appropriated  for  eite  of  Furt  Brown  (25,000,  of 
Biuggold  Barracks  $10,000,  of  Kort  Duacan  $10,000  :  Provided,  that 
beiore  pajmeut  of  the  money  thereby  appropriated  good  titles  shall 
be  made  to  the  United  States  for  such  lands,  as  coutemplated  by  said 
act,  *  *  and  nu  more  than  the  amount  appropriated  shall  be  paid 
for  such  Bites.  The  Secretary  of  War  was  by  the  same  act  authorized 
to  accept  for  the  United  .■-  tatts,  frf e  of  expense,  a  conveyance  of  the 
title  to  the  site  of  Fort  Mcintosh,  also  in  Texas. 

The  title  to  the  laud  included  in  the  military  reserve  of  Furt  Brown 
has  been  long  in  litigation.  The  district  court  of  Texas  has  recently 
contlrmed  the  title  to  the  heirs  of  Maria  Josepha  Oavazos,  but  it  is  re- 
ported that  the  city  of  Brownsville  will  take  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Oonrt. 

The  heirs,  loo,  by  their  attorney,  on  the  lltfa  June,  1877,  by  letter  to 
Lieut.  George  F.  Poote,  A.  A.  Q.  M.,  Brownsville,  Texas,  stated  that 
tbe  price  offered  by  the  government  was  not  satisfactory  and  was  de- 
clined, and  that  they  had  requested  the  government  to  evacuate  the 
premises,  or  else  take  tbe  necessary  steps  for  condemnation  by  appraisaL 

The  barracks,  quarters,  hospitals,  shops,  stables,  and  other  buildings 
at  Fort  Brown  have  cost  large  sums  of  money,  and  they  are  valuable  to 
the  military  service. 

The  site  was  first  occupied  by  the  Army  of  the  Uniteil  States  nuder 
General  Taylor  at  the  opening  of  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  has  tMo- 
tinned  in  |>os8ession  ot  the  United  State.'f  as  a  military  [K>Ht. 

Unless  compelled  by  legal  process  to  n-Eigii  it,  the  Departmi-nt  should 
not  (;ive  it  up. 

The  snm  offered  by  Congress  was  fixed  as  tbe  value  of  the  land  by  a 
board  of  officers,  whose  report  is  printed  in  H.  H.  Ex.  Doc.  So.  282,  43d 
CongreBS,  1st  session. 

The  title  to  the  site  or  Ringgold  Barracks  also  is  still  in  litigation, 
and  the  attempt  to  obtain  u.  title  under  a  Stuie  law,  referred  to  in  the 
last  HDnuft]  re|iort  of  this  office,  has  not  yet  been  successful.  Tbe  effort, 
however,  ih  not  yet  altandoned. 

For  the  site  of  Furt  Duncan,  I  reported  last  year  that  the  owner  de- 
manded $10,358,  which,  lieing$358inexceBsof  the  limit  fixed  by  the  law, 
could  not  be  paid.  For  Fort  Duncan,  therefore,  the  United  States  now 
pays  an  annual  rental  of  $2,4UU.  The  question  of  purchase  was  sub- 
mitted 10  Congress  again  in  the  session  of  1875  and  1876,  hut  no  legis- 
lative action  has  been  bad.  The  delay  has  been  to  the  interest  of  tbe 
owner,  hnt  not  to  that  of  tbe  United  States,  which  has  lost  the  title  to 
the  valuable  buildings  erected  in  the  course  of  tbe  twenty  years'  lease, 
which  expired  on  the  1st  January,  1878. 
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Tbe  owner  einoe  thea  aska  $20,000  Tor  the  property. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  recommended  to  OoDfpreeo,  id 
Jaly,  1S76,  to  appropriate  $30,000  for  the  pnrchAse  of  the  site,  l)nt  no 
appropriation  hae  been  made,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  owner  collects 
from  the  Cnited  States  12  per  cent.  Dpon  bis  latest  price. 

Tbe  cit.v  of  Laredo,  soon  after  the  pasxa^B  of  tbe  act  authorizing  the 
aoc4-ptance  asi  a  gift  of  the  site  of  Fort  Mcintosh,  executed  a  deed, 
which,  however,  contained  certain  conditions  which  led  the  Department 
of  Justice  to  recommend  that  it  be  not  accepted.  Another  de>'d  of  gift 
hae  been  ezecnttHl,  which  in  now  before  tbe  Department  of  Justice  for 
coasideration. 

PROTECTION  op  THE  SITE  OF  FOBT  BBOWB. 

An  appropriation  of  $10,000  was  made  by  tbe  act  of  Slst  Joly,  1876, 
for  thf  protection  of  tbe  site  of  Fort  Brown  from  tbe  encroachments  of 
tbe  Bio  Grande. 

Varions  tem|)orary  precantions  had  l>een  taken  iu  previous  yeara  at 
the  expense  of  tbe  Quartermaster's  Department  to  resist  the  encroach- 
ments of  tbe  river  at  this  point. 

The  work,  however,  was  one  to  require  the  attention  of  an  engineer 
skilled  it)  hydraulic  conHtrnction,  and,  at  the  request  of  ttats  ofHce,  ao 
officer  of  the  corps  of  engineers  bad  made  surveys  atid  prepared  projects 
for  the  work. 

I  therefore  recommende«1  that  the  work  be  executed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Engineer  Department,  which  is  being  done. 

LOSSES  BT   FIBB. 

Five  fires  have  been  reported  during  the  year  at  military  posts. 

On  September  22,  1876,  fire  at  Gamp  Mohave,  Arizona  Territory,  de- 
8b«yed  tbe  stockade  haildiiii:  and  all  officers'  quarters. 

On  November  9,  1876,  at  Madison  Barracks,  N.  Y.,  Sacket's  Harbor, 
one  block  of  officers'  quarters  was  burned. 

On  November  19, 1876,  at  Fort  Wood,  New  York  Harbor,  a  store-house 
was  destroyed. 

On  January  14,  1877,  at  Fort  Ripley,  Minnesota,  two  sets  of  officers' 
qnarterti,  four  seta  of  lanndreSMes'  quarters,  and  one  store-bouse  were 
destroyed. 

On  February  9,  1877,  at  Sitka,  Alaska,  officers'  quartei  s  were  burned. 

MILtTABY  BESGBTATI0N3  DEOLABED. 

February  1, 1877,  the  reserve  long  occupied  at  Camp  Apache,  Arizona, 
was  finally  dfolared. 

February  19, 1877,  a  military  reserve,  section  31,  township  13  north,  of 
range  19  west,  was  announced  as  the  ait«  of  the  new  [wst  to  be  estab- 
lisbeil  at  the  Hull  Gate  Pass,  Montana. 

March  18, 1877,  a  reserve  was  declared  at  Camp  Thomas,  Arizona. 

April  13,  1877,  at  Fort  Cameron,  Utah  Territory. 

November  14,  1876,  at  Camp  Robinson,  Nebraska. 

November  14,  1876,  ut.Camp  Sheridan,  Nebraska. 

CLOTHING,  CAUP  AND  OABBISON  BQUIFAQB. 

Tbe  clothing  of  the  Army  is  mostly  made  up  at  the  Philadelphia  and 
Jeffersouville  Qoart^rmastei's  Depots,  from  materials  purchased  under 
advertised  contracts. 
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Tlie  ^rmenta  are  cat  oac  at  these  depots,  anil  tbe  material  is  deliv- 
ered to  iieraona  who  take  a  few  garnieottt  at  a  time  and  make  them  up 
at  their  bowes. 

UDilorm  coat«  attttearing  to  reqnire  more  strength  aud  skill  in  tailor- 
ing tlian  16  ordinarily  poseeBBed  by  women,  are  genemlly  made  up  by 
tailors.  Tbia  latter  work  goes  sometimes  to  large  ctoth lug- houses,  but 
■as  macb'Of  tbe  work  as  can  be  done  t>y  them  is  given  out  directly  from 
the  depots  to  women  living  in  their  Qeighborbood. 

BootH  and  shoes  bave  of  late  j  ears  been  procured  almost  eutirely  by 
-contract,  but  during  tbe  past  year  the  attempt  has  been  made  to  find 
asefnl  employment  for  the  convicrs  in  the  military  prison  at  Fort  Leav- 
enworth in  the  manufacture  of  shoes. 

Under  Che  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  approved  the  project 
when  submitted  to  him,  there  Lasbeeu  purchased,  at  a  cost  of  t7,955.14, 
for  the  prison  shoe-shop,  machinery  to  be  used  in  making  sfaoes,  all  of 
wbioh,  except  the  sum  of  (638,25,  bas  been  paid  for  with  the  appropri- 
ation fur  machinery  and  tools  for  the  prison ;  (638.25  was  paid  from 
the  appropriation  for  clothing  of  the  Army. 

Material  sufiBcient  to  make  8,000  pairs  shoes  was  purchased  from  the 
appropriation  for  clothing  of  the  Army  and  sent  to  the  prison.  It  cost 
413,849.77,  or  at  tbe  rate  of  (1.73  per  pair,  which  leaves  a  margin  for 
labor,  superintendence,  repairs,  and  mainteniinceof  machinery  and  tools, 
and  trai:sportation,  &c.,  of  only  thirteen  cents  per  pair  as  compared 
with  tbe  last  contract  lor  Army  shoes,  which  was  filled  at  the  pt^ce  of 
41.86  per  pair,  delivered  at  the  depot  of  Philadelphia. 

Tbe  experiment,  therefore,  does  not  at  first  appear  to  promise  economy, 
but  it  is  in  its  infancy,  and  more  economical  results  may  be  obtained  after 
more  experience  is  gRiued.  It  does  good  in  providing  healthful  employ- 
ment and  instruction  for  the  military  prisoners,  many  of  whom,  though 
led  astray,  are  doubtless  capable  of  becoming  industrious  and  useful 
citizens  if  wisely  treated,  aud  taught  u  trade  during  their  coiifitiement. 

Still,  for  tbe  present,  this  experiment  stanils  as  another  example  of  the 
superior  economy  of  the  lawful  advertised  conttact  system  as  compared 
with  manufacture  iu  government  shops. 

Eighteen  hundred  pairs  of  shoes  had  been  mauniactured  in  the  prison 
before  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year.  They  are  raportfid  by  the  prison  offi- 
cers to  be  of  excellent  quality. 

Tbey  will  be  issued  to  the  troops  in  due  coarse. 

Efforts  have  been  continueil  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  clothing  of 
the  Army.  It  is  believed  that  witfain  tlie  past  few  years  a  gre»t  improve- 
ment has  been  made  in  the  rut  and  workmanship  of  the  cloth  clothing; 
but  the  [iractice  of  making  requisitions  for  giuinents,  especially  tor 
trousers,  of  larger  size  than  the  men  wear  shows  that  the  habit  of 
altering  the  cut  and  style  of  tbe  trousers  still  continues. 

Tbe  discrepancy  between  the  sizes  of  undergarments,  of  caps,  bate, 
■and  shoes,  and  those  of  coats  and  tronsers,  in  tbe  requisition  for  single 
companies  or  posts,  shows  that  this  practice  continues.  Yet  all  the 
requisitions  come  to  this  otSce  bearing  the  certificates  of  officers  re- 
sponsible, and  the  approval  of  commanding  officers,  and  no  means  yet 
tiii-d  have  been  successful  in  arresting  it. 

Fashions  difl'er  in  different  companies  and  at  different  posts,  and 
fashion,  even  in  the  Army,  ajipears  to  be  too  strong  to  be  controlled. 
The  clothing  is  now  so  well  cut  and  so  welt  made  that  there  is  do  db- 
«es8tty  for  remaking  tbe  garment,  if  the  proi)cr  size  for  each  man  is 
drawn  from  the  depot  aud  issued  to  bim. 

With  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bingham,  who  has  coutiuaed 
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to  be  in  cUarge  of  tbe  clothiniir  and  equipage  branch  of  this  ofQce,  will 
be  fonnd  rarioue  new  speciflcattoiis  for  ina^erinla  used  in  tbe  clothinjf 
and  eqaipage  of  the  Army.  They  are  Btriistly  enforced  in  tlie  inspection 
of  goods  received  from  mannfactnrers  and  mercliants,  and  secure  mate- 
rials of  ezcelleot  quality. 

At  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  in  the  Russian  exhibit,  I  funnd  a  ma- 
chine for  testing  the  resistance  of  clotb  to  wear,  and,  with  [icrmiHsion 
of  tbe  BoBsian  oommissioners,  I  have  caused  four  of  tlieae  machines  to 
be  constructed  to  be  nsed  at  the  principal  purchasiog  dt'pots  to  test  tb& 
comparative  value  of  the  different  clotbs  offered. 

One  of  tbe  tnachiues  long  used  in  this  department  for  testing  the  ten- 
sile strength  of  all  textile  fabrics,  and  of  leather,  was  placed  ou  exhi- 
bition at  the  Genteunial,  and  copies  of  the  drawiu^^s  have  been  fnr- 
iiished  at  tbe  requost  of  certain  foreign  couimisstoners,  in  order  to  its 
iutroductiou  abroad. 

With  this  testing-marhine  the  uapometcr,  and  tbe  modern  micro- 
scope, the  valuable  qualities  of  any  textile  fabric  can  bt-  iletermiued  with 
absolute  certainty. 

Statements  accompanying  this  report  show  the  quantities  of  each 
article  of  clothing  and  eqnipage  purchased,  manufactured,  sold,  or 
issned  to  the  Army  during  tbe  fiscal  year;  also  the  quiintity  of  eacli 
.  remaining  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Fall  statements  of  expenditures  ou  account  of  clothing  and  cquipsge 
will  be  fontid  in  the  statement  marked  "B." 

The  appropriation  for  this  branch  of  the  service  was. smaller  than 
oenal',  but  tbe  Army  baa  been  kept  supplied  without  incurring  any  lia- 
bility beyond  the  amount  granted. 

The  stock  of  materials  left  on  band  at  the  disbandment  of  the  large 
armies  of  tbe  war  is  now  nearly  exhausted.  Gauton  flannel  and  tlaunel 
for  blouses  will,  for  tbe  first  time  since  1805,  be  purchased  during  tbe 
present  fiscal  year. 

The  experience  of  the  last  few  years  has  shown  that  the  allowance 
of  clothing  to  soldiers,  under  present  conditions  of  service,  bas  beeo 
greater  than  necesRary,  and  a  revised  table  of  allowances  was  estab- 
lished  l>y  the  War  Department,  in  General  Orders  So.  107  of  1876. 

It  is  expected  that  the  amount  annually  paid  by  the  Pay  Department 
to  enlisted  men  for  clothing  not  drawn  by  them  will  be  less  than  bere- 
tofure.  It  bas  lately  averaged  9400,000  a  year,  moat  of  which  repre- 
sents tbe  value  of  clothing  allowed  to  soldiers,  but  not  really  necessary 
to  their  health  and  comfort  under  existing  conditions  of  service. 

The  Centennial  Exhibition  gave  to  the  officers  of  tbe  clothing  depot 
of  Philadelphia  an  opportnnity  to  study  tbe  materials  used  by  otber 
armies,  and  there  was  a  particularly  remarkable  dis}>lay  of  leather  front 
many  civilized  countries. 

Si)ccin)ens  were  obtained,  carefully  marked,  and  placed  in  a  cabinet 
for  future  reference.  Out  of  these  exhibits  grew  a  convention  of  shoe 
and  leather  dealers,  which  was  attended  by  these  officers.  A  valuable 
report  thereof,  by  Gapt.  John  F.  Bodgera,  military  storekeeper,  who  haa 
made  the  subject  a  study,  is  submitted  herewith. 

Tbe  principal  question  debated  related  to  tbe  qualities  of  oak  anci 
hemlock  leather.    Preference  is  still  given  to  oak-leather  for  army  shoes. 

Under  the  law  of  21st  January,  1873,  clothing  to  tbe  value  of  916,184 
was  during  the  year  issued  to  tbe  managers  of  the  National  Home  for 
Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers. 

This  issue  so  far  exhausted  the  supply  of  old-pattern  clothing  fhat 
the  Secretary  of  War  advised  tbe  managers  of  this  iostitutioD  that  the 
13  w 
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War  De{>artinent  caimot  hereafter  sopplj*  saoh  clothing  as  the  act  oou- 
templates,  owing  to  tbe  exhaastioii  of  tbe  atoclc  od  hai^,  and  that  they 
will  therefore  be  obliged  to  look  to  Ooagreas  for  appn^riatioBs  to  por- 
cbasB  Deceaaary  clotliing. 

The  principal  artides  isaned  to  Uie  AHyluni  w«re  6,S98  great-ooata, 
1,662  aniform-coata,  898  aackcoata,  314  bloiuea,  666 oavalry  jaoketa, 69 
hats,  413  forage-caps,  i  paira  troaaers,  3  i>aic8  of  boota,  aud  &  pairs  of 
shoes. 

The  estimated  valae  of  these  at  the  auctioo  prioea  of  candeniDed  cloth- 
ing ia  $16,481.  The  claim  of  Oie  Asylum,  auder  the  act  of  Congresa,  was 
for  the  equivalent  of  1,487  suits  of  clothing,  valued  at  #22.03  each, 
(32,758.61. 

Bntfklo  overcoats  and  felt  boots,  the  latter  made  io  Canada,  have 
been  issued  to  troops  in  high  latitudes  ezi>eri  mentally.  The  felt  boota, 
however,  were  not  liked.  Officers  prefer  to  issue  baokakiu  tnocoasius 
or  the  arctic  overshoes  famished  by  the  Department. 

Tbe  seal-skiu  gauntteta,  isaned  also  in  high  latitudes,  proved  very  nn- 
satisfactory.  There  is  some  defect  in  strength  iu  the  seal-skin  which  is 
naed  for  making  gloves.  It  has  been  determined  to  discontinue  their 
issue,  and  a  trial  will  be  made  this  winter  of  caps  and  gloves  made  of 
mtiakrat-skin. 

A  change  baa  been  made  in  the  size  of  the  regulatioo  flag.  At  moat 
iotenor  poatA  tbe  garriaou-flng  now  issued  corresponds  in  fize  to  tbe 
atonn-fliig,  and  for  the  atorm-flag  theold  recroitiug-tlag  baa  been  sub- 
stituted. 

The  nae  of  these  smaller  flaga  will  tend  to  decrease  expenditnres. 
Three  hundred  and  fifty-aix  Saga  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Various  tables  giving  in  detail  tbe  operations  of  the  clothing  and 
equipage  service  of  the  Army,  the  stock  on  hand  at  the  beginning  and 
end  of  the  year,  the  quantity  of  each  article  pnrcbaaed  and  isaued,  and 
the  cost  of  the  service,  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  thia  report. 

NATIONAL  MILITAET  CRMETEKIES. 

There  are  now  seventy-nine  national  military  cemeteriea.  Tbe  Antie- 
tam  cemetery  baa  been  transferred  to  the  United  States  and  added  to 
the  liat  since  the  last  annual  report. 

Beventy-one  superintendents  were  iu  service  on  17th  July,  1876,  one 
lias  died,  three  have  resigned,  and  one  has  been  appointed. 

Sixty-seven  wttre  in  service  at  the  close  of  the  flacal  year. 

Under  your  order  of  April  18, 1877,  of  which  a  copy  ia  herewith,  all 
appoictmeuts  now  made  are  probationary.  If  at  tbe  end  of  aix  months 
(during  which  the  candidate  aervea  as  aatiistant  at  one  of  the  larger  cem- 
eteries) he  appears  to  be  competent,  he  receives  a  permaueut  appoint- 
ment, which  secures  to  bim  (always,  onder  the  law,  an  bonorably-dis- 
charged,  disabled  soldier)  a  berth  for  life,  with  a  responsible  and  honor- 
able position,  a  sufficient  salary  and  allowances  for  comfortable  support, 
aud  a  good  house  to  live  in  at  the  gate  of  the  cemetery  at  which  be  may 
be  stationed. 

Tbe  appropriation  for  maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  national 
military  cemeteriea  for  tbe  imat  year  was  (125,000. 

Expenditures  were  oa  followa: 

Id  Tepaira  and  ooDBtraotioD  of  walls  reqaired  liv  law ..........  944,601  VS 

Iu  rupaire  and  cooatriictioD  of  lodges  inquired  by  law ....... .. 14,800  90 

Beat  of  quarters  for  superinModeuts 964  ST 

Outb0iiR«B,  sbeds,  sUblM,  Ac 1,387  77 

Bepalnof  graeD-haoaeii B7  W 
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ParohAMofplfUiU 11,374  34 

Hira  of  IkbOKlB 35,656  26 

Dnln^gft-worka 8,7H  29 

Office  iuid  lodge  rurnitare 144  80 

Tools,  etOTM,  and  mlscellsneoDH  eipeoditDrcB 7,  MS  59 

ImprovemcDt  of  groanda ...................  12,630  16 

Flag^tefla , 1,608  60 

Wrter-Bopply 1,538  91 

Pnrchaaeof  land,  examination  of  title,  &e ;..  530  36 

AdT«rtiaiDg,  poatera,  A«..... B41  38 

iDtermenta 858  00 

TotaJ.,, 13<1,650  13 

TLU  sum  exceeds  the  appropriation  for  the  jear,  as  it  embraces  ez- 
peoditaref  &om  balances  ik  appropriations  for  previous  years  available 
for  the  completion  of  former  contracts. 

The  military  cameteriea  have,  during  the  past  year,  been  restored  to 
the  commaud  and  ovoraight  of  the  military  commanders,  who  take  a 
natural  and  intelligent  interest  in  the  reating-places  of  tboae  who  had 
served  nnder  their  command;  and  the  inspection  has  been  placed  in  the 
haodsof  theiaspectore-generalof  theArmy,to  whom  it  properly  belongs. 

fetter  and  more  frequent  information  of  the  coudition  and  needs  of 
the  several  cemettn'ies,  and  of  the  conduct  aud  qualities  of  the  auperin- 
teudents,  is  now  available  to  this  office,  which  hasalways  been  specially 
charged  nitb  their  establish meut,  construction,  aud  maiutenance. 

The  work  done  during  the  past  year  has  been  sati^actory,  and  the 
ceioeteries  annually  improve  in  beauty. 

Your  lodges  have  been  erected  since  my  last  report:  at  Salisbury,  N. 
C;  Grafton,  W.Va.i  Finn's  Point,  N.  J.,  and  at  Cave  Hill,  Ky.;  en- 
closiug  walls  at  Beaufort  aud  Florence,  >3.  C,  Finn's  Point,  N.  J.,  and 
Torktown,  Va. 

OoDtraots  have  also  been  made  for  lodges  at  Alexandria  and  Port 
Hudson,  La.,  and  for  an  enclosing  wall  at  the  Alexandria  cemetery. 

The  cemeteries  for  which  permanent  lodges  have  not  yet  been  pro- 
vided are  six:  Baton  Bonge,  La.;  San  Antonio,  Tex, ;  Andersonville, 
Ga.;  Fort  McPherson,  Nebr. ;  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  Ter.,  and  Beverly,  N".  J. 

Permanent  walls  are  still  to  be  provided  at  five  cemeteries :  Baton 
Bonge,  Ld.;  Andersonville,  Ga.;  Fort  McPherson,  Ifebr.;  Fort  Gibson, 
Ind.  Ter.,  and  Grafton,  W.  Va. 

HEADSTOKES. 

The  headstone  contracts,  as  originally  contemplated,  hare  been  aatis- 
foctorily  completed.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand  tlve  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  graves  have  each  been  penuaueutly  marked  by  a 
^lock  of  granite  or  of  marble  beariug  a  suitable  inscription,  at  a  cost 
of  |78G,36».U. 

As  the  original  appropriation  was  $1,000,000,  there  remains  a  balance 
of  •213,630.86. 

Some  cemeteries  have  been  added  to  the  list  since  these  conttacts 
were  made,  and  the  oontraotora  have  consented  to  supply  tbeni  also 
with  moDumCDtH  which  will  cost  some  $20,000.  A  balance  will  still 
remain  of  alwnt  $192,000,  oat  of  which,  if  authorized  by  Congress,  the 
graves  of  soldiers  bnried  id  private  vUlage  cemet-eries,  to  which  the 
appropriation  at  present  does  not  npply,  may  be  permanently  marked 
It  is  estimated  that  the  sum  of  160,000  would  snthce  tbr  this  purpose. 
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POST  CEMETKBISS. 

Tbeae'are  nDder  charge  of  officers  of  tbe  QaArtermaster'a  D^art- 
ment,  and  are  kept  iu  repair  by  tbeoi  under  direction  of  post  com- 
manders. 

Tbe  only  conaiderable  repairs  executed  dorinf;  the  year  have  been  to 
the  fences  aDd  monaments  at  Fortieas  Monroe,  Virginia,  and  at  Colam- 
baa  Barracks,  Ohio. 

Tbe  Secretary  of  War  has  directed  the  removal  of  bodies  interred  at 
Bird  Key,  Dry  TortngaB,  near  Fort  Jelferson,  Florida,  to  the  national 
military  cemetery  at  Pensacola. 

A  general  order,  No.  43,  of  1877,  provides  for  the  transportation  of 
soldiers  dying  in  temporary  camps  and  on  detached  service  to  the 
nearest  regular  fort,  barrack,  or  national  military  cemetery,  and  their 
interment  therein. 

Tbe  reports  of  the  otHcers  now  on  duty  in  this  ofHce,  Bvt.  Maj.  Oen. 
S.  Van  Vliet,  colonel  and  assistant  qoartermaster-generRl ;  and  Bvt. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Bingham,  lieutenant-colonel  and  deputy  qaartermas- 
ter-general.  Lieut.  Col.  H.  0.  Hodges,  deputy  gaarterma&ter-general ; 
as  also  that  of  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  A.  F.  Rockwell,  assistant  quartermaster 
in  charge  of  national  cemeteries,  accompany  this  report.  > 

With  these  reports  will  be  fooud  a  uomber  of  papers  and  tabular 
statements  giviug  very  full  information  upon  the  business  and  opera- 
tions of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  during  the  fiscal  vear. 

•The  supplies,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
to  provide  and  deliver  to  the  Army,  have  been  promptly  famished,  in 
ample  quantities  and  of  good  quality,  and,  under  the  contract  system, 
with  great  economy. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  C.  MEIGS. 
iiwiriermaater-Gmeral,  Bvt.  Maj,  Oen.,  D.  8,  A. 

Hon.  George  W.  McOrabt, 

Secretary  of  War. 


1.  Report  of  Cal.  Sleirart  VftD  Ytiet,  amistBiit  qDBrterniMter-KBTicral  Unitrd  State* 
AMny,  of  the  iaBpectioa  branch  of  the  Qaarterinaator-Uenerat'it  Office  durioc  tbe  Atcul 
yeareudiDgJoDeSO,  lifrr. 

A.— Report  r'  -"* '  - 

B.— Rnpnrt  c 

July  I,  len. 

C. — List  of  officers  on  A\xtj  aa  actinfc  assistant  qnartermuten,  and  of  thestatlona  at 
which  the;  have  served,  diinng  the  fiscal  jear. 

S.  Report  of  Col.  Stewart  Van  Vliet,  assiataut  qnartermaater-general  United  Stat«a. 
Armj,  of  the  operatjona  of  the  barracks  aod  quarters  brADoli  ol  the  Qaartermaster- 
General's  Office  during  the  fiscal  year  eodiri);  June  30,  IB77. 

A. — Copj|  of  contract  covering  construction  of  San  Aotonio  depot. 

B. — Triuiing  showiuE  the  several  fronte  of  the  Siu)  Antonio  depot. 

.1.  Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Biagbam,  deputy  quarter  master-general  United  States 
Army,  of  the  operations  of  the  acconnts  branch  of  tbe  Quartermaster-Qeneral's  Office 
duriOK  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnna  30,  l>iT7. 

4.  Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  llinghain,  deputy  quarterniHster-general  United  States 
Army,  of  the  operations  of  the  clothing  branch  af  the  Quartermaster-Qeneral's  OIBce 
during  the  tiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 

A.— Slatement  of  articles  of  clothing  and  equipage  on  hand  at  the  principal  depots 
June  .10,  lS7tl,  tbe  quantities  purchan^,  maunfactured.  gained,  sold,  expended,  and 
issued  to  the  Army  (tiiriug  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1077,  and  tbe  quantity  on 
hand  June  30,  l>i77. 
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B.— SIttcment  of  expefiliturM  on  Acooiint  of  olotliing,  umii  and  gs.TiHon  equipage 
dgriDE  tbe  Gacal  year  eDdloK  Juue  30,  1^7. 

C.--^UteioeDt  of  amoanta  received  ttom  the  sale  of  nerviceable,  iintervioeable,  dftm- 
1^,  »nd  UTegalar  articlea  of  cluthlag,  camp  aad  j[arriiKiii  eiiuipugi;,  during  the  ttical 
jruendiDK  Jane  :K),  1877. 

D.— SUtenent  of  amoants  received  and  expended  by  tlie  Qaartermaiitet's  Depart- 
mealoD  aMmiDtof  clothiog,  camp  aud  xarriwia  equipage,  duriug  theliacal  year  ending 
JniM  30, 1677. 

E.— SUteoieDt  of  clothing  iasDcd  to  the  National  Home  for  Disabled  Volnnteere, 
uodcrthaaet  of  Jaonarjr  23, 1973,  dnring  the  liscal  year  en  din  k  Jane  30,  1S77. 

F.— Statament  of  olothiog  iwaed  to  prisonera  at  the  Unltea  States  milititry  prison, 
Port  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  during  the  Hscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 

(i.— Statement  of  clothing,  camp  and  gorciHon  equipage,  with  money  valae  thereof, 
■dM  to  llie  Indian  Bnrean  for  nse  of  Indian  piisouHra  oooflned  at  Fort  Marion,  Fia., 
'inriDg  the  fieeal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1877. 

H.— Beport  of  Capt.  John  K,  Roiiffers,  military  storekeeper,  U.  S.  A ,  on  the  sabject  of 
ttrieUtive  merit!  of  oak  and  hemlock  tanned  leather. 

L—SpedGcations  of  olothiog,  camp  andgarriaon  equipage,  ailoptedanddiettibuted  to 
iht  oSlcen  of  the  QnaitentiMtor'B  Department  to  Jane  30, 1477, 

K. — Statement  of  Tetnma  of  clnthiug.  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  received  and 
(iimLncd,  and  of  lett«TS  received  and  written,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 


—Report  of  LieBt.  Col.  Henry  C.  Hodgee,  deputy  quartermaster-general  U.  6.  A.,  of 
!!h openitionB  of  the  Quartermaster -Oenerat'e  Offlee  pertaining  to  transportation,  in- 
MlM  railroads,  regular  and  minoellaneiia*  supplies,  miscellaneous  claims,  and  claims 
isiei  the  act  of  July  4,  1864,  during  the  fiscal  year. 

.v.— Statement  of  tioope  and  stores  transported  under  the  direcUon  of  the  Quartet- 
cU'tcHi  Department  daring  the  fiscal  year  eudioa  June  30,  1877. 

B.— Abstract  of  contracts  made  by  olBiwrs  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for 
'J^n-iransportation  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 

L'.— Table  showing  the  prinoipal  movements  of  troops  during  the  fiscal  year  and 
irpr^t*  length  of  march  or  movement  in  eaoh  case. 

^'—Abstract  of  contracts  made  by  officers  of  the  Qnartertuaater'a  Department  for 
'uer-iransportatioa  during  the  flsoal  year  ending  June  31),  1877. 

E---Stateinent  of  vessels  chartered,  impressed,  or  euiployed  by  the  Quartermtuter'a 
brjitnaieDt  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 

f'-— Statement  of  vessels  owned  or  purchased  bj  the  government  and  employed  in 
I'lf  <jnatiermaater's  Depsrement  dnriug  the  tiecal  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1877. 

*i.— Statement  of  the  indebteilness  of  railway  companies  tor  railway  material,  &c., 
pnfchjKed  of  the  Uuited  States  for  the  ilscat  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 

tl'— Correspond euce  relating  to  tlie  refusal  of  the  Florida  Bailroad  (a  land-grant 
loil)  to  farnish  military  transportation, 

<>■— Keport  of  Capt.  A.  F.  Koakwell,  assistant  quartarmanter.  United  States  Army,  of 
ii'in  relating  to  tbe  care  aud  maintenance  of  national  camoteriea  for  the  fiscal  year 
'c-liDR  Jane  30,  1877. 
A.~-StBtemeut  of  disbursements  on  account  of  national  cemeteries  during  the  fiscal 

H.~Slatrni«Dt  of  the  nnmber  of  head-stone*  erected  at  each  national  cemetery. 
('.—Copy  of  General  Orders  No.  37,  1877,  rei^tling  to  the  appointments  of  enperln- 
i*[ydeiil«  of  nstioDal  cemeteries. 


So.  1, — Report  of  AsaUianl  Quartermatter-General  Stewart  Van  Vliet. 
War  Depabtment, 

QUAETBRMASTEB  GeNSBAL'S  OFFICE, 

Washington,  J).  C,  August  13, 1877. 
Gexebac  :  I  bare  the  Iionor  to  Bubmlt  a  report  of  the  operations  of 
!he  inanection  branch  of  this  office  dariue  tiie  fiscal  year  eudinir  Juoe 
:w- 1817. 
Tbe  duties  of  this  branch  are  principally  as  follows : 
ReeplDg  narrative  reports  of  stations  and  duties  of  alt  officers  who 
perfonu  dut;  in  tbe  Qunrterni8Ster'd  DepHrtmeiit. 
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ExatniniDg  and  prepariog  for  saeli  action  aa  ma;  be  requisite  com- 
nmoicatioDH  on  assignmenta  of  offlcera,  annoal  reports  of  officers,  && 

Filing  and  distribution  of  orders,  circnlara,  rolla  of  honor,  and  other 
printed  docnmenta. 

Preparing  monthly  retnms  of  officers  of  the  Qnartennaater's  Depart- 
ment for  the  Adjntant-Qenerel's  Office. 

Keeping  books  of  "letters  received"  and  "letters  sent  "relating  indi- 
Tidnall;  Co  officers,  agents,  and  employes  of  the  departmeDt. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  namber  of  orders,  circakrs,  and 
books  received  and  distribated  dnn'ng  the  fiscal  year : 


D.d<..a<,ii. 

Bnmwl  Vnaba 

I??!? 

M 

^^ 

1,M0 

I  inclose  herewith  list  of  officers  on  daty  in  the  Quartermaster's  Dt 
partment  dnring  the  fiscal  year. 

Very  reBpeetfulIy,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

STBWAET  VAN  VLIBT, 
Ataisiant  Quarternuuter-Gmeral,  U.  S.  A. 
To  the  Quartermaster  General  op  the  Arsit, 

Wtuhingtan^  D.  C. 
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B. — StalioKtaKddulUio/offietnvifOM  Qamrterma*ltr'i  Dcparlnen/,  Jufif  1, 1(477. 

aUtlCTKRMASTKB-GaHBIIAL's   OFFICB. 

M«ig*.Brt.  MaJ.  OenL  M.  C,  Qnartermuter-Oflneral ;  Van  Vliet.  Rvt.  U»J.  QbdI 
SMwut.awisdintqnHrteniiaMaT-Keiienl;  BiDrham,  B*t.  BrlK.G«iil.  Jufimn  D.,  depa^ 
qmrti:mMHtMr-){eQ«nii ;  Hodfpw,  Li«Bt.  Col.  Heor;  C,  depatf  qaaneriuwttir'geNem. 

CBNERAt.  DEPOTS   KSTABLISaHD   B 

XtieTork. — E>iston,BTt.  HaJ.  0«dI.  Lanfcdon  C,  MBistaot  qaactermoitUr  general,  in 

FkMafUa  depot  of  tit*  Qn»rttrmati»r'a  Zfaportmnil.— Rncker,  Bvt.  Haj.  G«d1.  OBoiet 
H.,  a«8itUDt  qnftrt«rmMter-){eiieral,  in  cbarice;  Dana,  Brt.  Brig.  Ounl.  Jamw  J.,  qnat- 
t«niiaat«r ;  Rodgeni,  Capt.  John  F.,  military  storekeeper. 

Wadamgtoii,  D.  C— Boclcwell,  Bvt.  Lieat.  Col.  Almon  F.,  aa^tant  qnaiienuaster,  Id 

JrfsnoKrille  depot  of  At  QuTltrmailei'i  DepariBMif.— Ekin,  B*I.  Brig.  Geol.  Jamea  A., 
depatf  quartermaater-j^neral,  in  cliarge ;  Barrett,  Capt.  Ai1(li*on,  niilftarj  storekeeper. 

Office  ofyaOmal  (kmelaritM,  IPaihiKgion,  D.  C— Rockwell,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Cul.  Aluou  F., 
■au:ita.t  qiiaTtermaater,  in  charge. 


Beadqtarleri,  NtK  TorkCilf. — Eaaton,  Bvt.  H^.  Genl.  Lan)i;:lonC..BBsiatfiDt  qnarter- 
■naaCei-EeDflrHl,  chief  qnartetinaater ;  Sawtelte,  Bvt.  Brie-  Genl.  Charlea  O.,  qnarter- 
maatcr.  New  York  City ;  Dandy,  BTt.  Brig.  OoDl.  George  B.,  qaartecmasMr,  Bnttalo,  N. 
Y. ;  Robinson.  Bvt.  MaJ.  Anguatna  G.,  assistant  qnarterniMter,  Boston,  Mnaa. ;  James, 
Bvt.  LienL  Cul.  Henry  W.,  aasistant  flnartermaBter,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  Forsyth,  Bvt.  M^. 
LeF'a  C.,  assistant  qnarterm aster,  Fort  Adams,  R.  I.;  CamplMi],  Capt.  Lafayette  E., 
■saislant  qnartermaarer.  Fort  Monroe,  Va,  ;  Potter,  Capt.  Reabeu  M.,  mil  Cary  store- 
keeper,Fort  Wood,  N.  Y.,  on  sick  leave;  Al]igood,Capt.  CLarles  A.,  military  etore- 
keeiwr.  Fort  Wadswortb,  N,  Y. 

Dtporlmtnt  of  tie  -South, 

Beadqaarlen,  Allatila,  Ga. — Chandler,  Bvt.  Col.  J.  G.. qnart«rni aster,  chiof  qnarter- 
■natter;  Belger,  Haj.  James  J.,  qnortermaater,  Atlanta,  Oa. ;  Uaistow,  Bvt.  Lient.  Col. 
Sinioo  F.,  amiataut  qaartermanttr,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

HH-iriRV  DiviaioM  of  thk  MiSBOtiiti. 

HeadqHtrten,  Chicago,  fil.— Hiilabird,  Bvt.  Btiff.  Genl.  Samnet  B.,  deputy  qnarter- 

master-geoeral,  chief  i]uarterni aster ;  Hoore,  Bvt.  Liient.  Col.  JaiDe^H.,qaarterma8ter, 

CbicasD,  111.;    Hughes,  MaJ.  William  B.,  quartermaster.  Sionz  City,  lona;  Grlmea, 

B%~t.  MaJ.  Edward  B.,  assistunt  quartermaster,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

Dtpartneiit  of  ike  Mitoari. 


qaartcrmaBt«r,  cblef  quartermaster  district  of  New  Mexico,  Santa  F4,  S.  Mex. ; 
Kimball,  Capt.  Amos  S.,  assintaut  qnnr  tec  master.  Fort  Union,  N.  Uex. ;  Hoyt,  Capt. 
Charles  H.,  assistant  qnartermaster,  Fort  Lenvenwortb,  Runs. ;  Blunt,  Bvt.  Col.  Asa 
P.,  BsaistaDt  qoBrtemianter,  Fort  Leaveaworth,  Kana.  j  Hull,  Ca^  Guitavns  A.,  milt'- 
taly  atorekeeper,  Fort  Leaveaworth,  Kans. 

Dtpartmml  of  Oit  Flattf. 
Headguartm,  Omalia,  ytbr, — Ludinjfton,  Bvt.  Lient.  Col.  MarshUI  I.,  qaartemiaiter, 
cbief  qnarteimMter ;  Gillios,  Capt.  James,  assistant  quarter aMster,  Cbayeone  Depot, 
Wyo.;  Foster,  Bvt.  Col.  CbarlHs  W.,  aaviatant  quartenniwter,  Ot^ea,  Utah;  Parey, 
Capt.  John  V.,  aMistant  quarCermaater,  Uuiaha,  ffebr.;  Li  vera,  Capt.  Jobo,  military 
•tmwlreeper,  Omaha,  Nsbr. 

DepwUnetl  of  Dakota. 
Btadqitarttrt,  SaUt  Paul,  Viaa.— Card,  Bvt.  Brig.  Genl.  BRnj^minC,  qoartermasten 


dcT  orden  for  assignment  to  dnty  at  Charleston,  8.  C. ;  Kirk,  Capt.  Ezra  B.,  asaistaat 
onsTtonaaater,  Fort  Baford,  Dak.;  Marshall,  Capt.  James  H.,  asaittant  qnarterniaster, 
FartEllia,  Moot.;  Relntzelmaii,  C^pt.  Charles  8,,  nssiatant  qaKrteiniMtor,  Poat  on 
ToDgne  E  ver,  Mont. 


I,  Cookie 


ZU4  REPOET   OF   THE   SECBETABY   OF   WAE. 

Department  tf  Teau. 

Beadquarteri  San  Antonio,  Tex. — Perry,  Bvt.  BrJR.GeDl.  Aleiaoiler  J.,  deputy  qnutti 
muter-general,  chief  qaartennaater ;  Baker,  Capt.  Edward  D.,  awistADt  qn^rMrmMlcr 
San  Antonio,  Tex.,  ander  orders  for  dnt;  at  Fort  Bice,  Dak. ;  StroOK,  Bvt.  Lient.  Co 
Edward  J.,  autstsnt  qaartermaster,  Fort  Worth,  Tex. ;  CoDsMble.  Capt.  NMhanitl  ^ 
Bsgiatant  qnarteiin aster,  Marion,  Tex. ;  Atwood,  Brt.  MhJ.  Edwin  B.,  tMsiatMot  qnarta 
maater,  Fort  Concho,  Tex.,  andei  onlera  for  asBignmeat  to  duty  at  San  Antonio,  Tn. 


D^aituunt  of  lie  Gulf. 


Seadquartert,  Xew  Orleant,  La.— 
chief  qaartMmaster  i  MoOoaDi)[le, 
Orleans,  lit. 


THE   PACIFIC  AND  DEPAATMENT  OF   CAUFOBXIl. 

Beadqaarlen,  Snn  Franaico,  Cal. — Tngallv.  Bvt.  HqJ.Genl.  BnfnB,BSHig(«ntqnaTteiniii 
ter-general,  ehief  qnartemi aster ;  Uy era,  Bvt.  Brig.  Genl.  William,  qmtrtermaBler.  Su 
Franoiseo,  Cal. ;  Martin,  Capt.  William  P.,  mililary  atorekeeper,  Sau  FrsDcisco,  Cal. 

Diparlmeiil  of  Arizona. 

Htadqvarttr»,  Pittooll,  Ar'u. — Beyoolda,  Brt.  Lieut.  Cul.  Charles  A.,  qnartennsslri 
chiiif  quartermiuter;  Bradley,  Cupt.  Guorge  W.,  awintaut  quartermaateT,  Yuma  Depol 
Ariz. ;  Smith,  Capt.  Gilbert  C.,  asHiHlant  qnarterma«t«r,  Cauip  Grant,  Ar  z.;  LatiJ.  Bn 
Maj.  James  11.,  assistant  qnarterm aster,  Tucson,  Ariz.  |  Simpson,  Capt.  Julin,  ai^sUil 
qaart«rm aster,  Whipple  Depot,  Prescott,  Ariz. 

Dtparlment  of  lAe  Columbia. 

ffea^iiarlert,  Portland,  Orfg. — EJdy,  Bvt.  Col.  Asber  B.,  dcpnty  quartermBstet-£pii 
eral,  chief  quartermaster ;  Weeks,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Cul.  George  H.,  quartermaster,  Vau 
couver  Depot,  Wash. 


Allen,  Bvt.  M^J.  Genl.  Robert,  assistant  quartermatiter-general,  San  FraDciscn,  C«l. 
Awaitiug  orders;  Tompkins,  Bvt. Brig.  Genl.  Charlen  H.,  deputy  quartoTm as ttir-i;eDcnl 
GeorgetowD,  D.  C,  awaiting  orders ;  Batohetder,  lirt.  Cul.  Richard  N.,  quartermiMri 
OD  duty  ttnder  secret  orders ;  Ecki-rson,  Bvt.  HsJ.  Theodore  J.,  assistaut  quartermssWi 
en  route  to  Juin  station  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.;  Uuwell,  Bvt.  Maj.  William  T.,  aasisuni 
quartenn aster,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  awaiting  oidera. 


Aldtlcb,  Blllipp... 
Abbott,  L.  A 


AndsrsoD.  H.  R 

AiiiDiD,  William.... 
Abbott,  A.  T 

Bradley,  James  H... 

Barber.  keni'tt.i'.V 


CaptOrd 

1st  It  4(fa  Art 


1st  It  Itb  Inf. 
Sd  It  let  Inf  . 
lotltKIblor 

idit.ieibiDr 

1st  It  &  B.  Q. 


Fort  Whipple,  AHi. . . 

Camp  Grant.  Aril.... 

Greenville,  a.  C 

Fort  Elunith,  Ores  ■ 
Cbstlinooga.  Tenn  ... 
Rnck  laluid  Areensl. 

Fnrt'Wringel,  Aluka 

idUnspulla  Anenal, 
Ainilnii  IiUnd.  Csl  .. 
UBdiwn  Barrstka,  ^'. 

r. 

FortStaaw,  IfDnt 

Fort  Whipple.  Vi  .... 

LebeoDn.Ey 

BoDiarllle  Ala 

milumbls.  S.C 


Jnir  l.l(^tollayl6,lfTt 

Oct  10  to  Nov.  93.  int 
Maich«taJaBe9ll,ISn 
April  30  taJaaell.  1^- 
,Taly3ltaSflptn,l^n& 

JulylB,  IST^tBApr.V.L:* 


SeptsatoMoT.  IS.Ii^ 

DtB.*,ifnt.taJ»B.lL\i' 
Jnljl,  Ien,toJaneAI(" 

U  ay  10  to  Jnoe  30.  IST 
Uay  31  to  Jbdc  30. 1^ 
March  31  Co  Joaa  30,  l:^ 

Sept  IB  to  Sept  M.  1 J^. 
July  SS,  1878,  W  Jan.  IS,  1" 
Aug.  1  lo  .Jug.  10.  lew. 
Sept.KlSW.tollaJJ!,!'^ 
Jnlrl.lSTMoJB«»l^ 
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Gib>p,JifeBS 1  IMRlStbltif  . 

iiVi.lOaW.. ,.'.'.'.'  lMlt4ttaIi 

h[Ttn,OR|iirj,jT..;  Ulll.  &ILQ.    . 
I      U.  lOtb  Inf. 


£tn.liw.D.B ;  IXIt-lSlblnr   . 

EibHiu  LS"'"I".    C^t  Ord.. 
t!™i,E.T (dltStbA 


aelr-.ILK.... 
U. 

liliuH,  JrtaC „ --  - 

BiicciLTbaB>aB....{  INItHthlnr  . 

mK.C.H '  MK-BIhlor 

In,  V.B I  CaptStb  A... 

■MK.BofaaP Utlt.ttblof 

knt.Ptt*rS latlLUCCST. 

Mnr.WUlkwB lat  ll.  fltb  iDf  .  . 

■tltOrd... 

.    1ft  It.  ISth  Inf.  . 

do.. 

.    CapLlO 

w«T. I. isrmooi  1. . . .     ---•-  • 

6itt»J.JC 

Wiknhrf,  H.B... 


r.EU IMItM 


lt.»falD(.. 

.  9dlt.lSthlBf..  . 

.  Mlt.l6thlnr.  . 

.  adltsdltif  ..    , 

.  UtlLIMhCav    . 

.  UlLlStblnl..  . 

.  C^t-Tthlof..  . 


.  HellTSpHan.  Ulaa  .. 

.  Tori  BanD,  luL  Ter  . . 

.  Fort  Fetlenouk,  W;o 

F<n(MBEaT*n.  T«ic.. 

.  Fort  UoPlMriOD,  Neb 

.  FanColDiuhna.N'.T.. 

,  FDrlBkyud.N.U... 


MuckfniH,  Mleh 

FDrtTnwiiMnd.WMh 
FonBil*]:.  Kini  .... 


■•1(*C.D 

Ufr.''j,c'.'.'.'.'.'. 


tm-aviiifl,  o.*^ .. 

FOTtBrwW.  Ulch... 
.    Fort  Hall.  liUba.... 
IP  ApHObe,  AtIx 


•■M.'3 


Dea  I,  ISTII,  to  Ma7  31.  ]?TT. 
Oct.  3,  mo.  to  Jddo  30.  ISn. 
July  1.  ISn.  to  Aprdl  1, 1877. 

Jill  J  3  to  Ang.  15.  lera. 

JnljIO  toDeo.ll,  1878. 

Ann. 7, 1878. to M«y a,  1877.  [Q  '■■..;■.'   *, 

""'"-••■'■"^  ^     ^pr- 

Oct  7'tD  OeL  IS.  1876. 
Sept.  1  to  Oct.  3,  igre. 
Jnlyl  toJplTS3.187e. 
Aug.  99  lo  Sept.  8,187a. 


,^?^ 


^?Mt 


.  Cbbp  It  month  of  Red 
Cibon,  Wvci. 

.    Fitrt  lApwil,  Idaho  . . 

.  Slandini  Book  Agen- 
cy. Dak. 

.  Fruikfbtil  Araenal, 
PhlladelphU,  Pa. 

.    Fort  Crals,  S.  U 

.    Fona*rlBi)d.Cal  ... 

.    FortRiebaTdtan,  Tei. 

,    Fort  Preliln,  M« 

.    Fort  A.  LlncolD,  Dak 

.    FartWlDgate,M.  M.. 

.    ColntDbni    Barnoka, 
Ohio. 
Fort  A.  Lincoln.  Ditk 
Standing  Book  Agsn- 
oy,  Dak. 

.    CampHanie;,Orcg.. 

.    Kan  Antonio.  Toi 

.  Scooting  npedllloo 
Id  the  field. 

FortDoncao.Tn.... 
.    FortClark.Tex 

Camp  Ba]kck,NeT... 
.  Olendln  Creek,  Uont 
.  Fort  Laramie,  Wfo... 
.    Atlanta,  Ga 


.    Fort  MoPherion.  If  Bin- 


der Blver.  Wto. 
.    Fort Slennaott, Dak. 
.    n>rt  SeldcD.  N.  Hex  . 


.   PortGlbwn.UlH... 

.    Fort  Maooo.N.C... 

FortClark.Tex 

.    Camp  Hiivock,  Dak. 

.   Biimarck.Dak 


Julj-ll,187fl,tu 


3,Y8^ 


JntyltoAng.  IS,  ISTS. 


Juljl,  ISTB.toJl 
JalrltoNov.aO 
July  1  to  Oct.  3, 


Sept,  4. 1S7«,  to  Jane  30 


Not.  1,  1878,  to  Jnns  30, 1877. 
Jan.  IS  to  Judo  30. 1877. 
JolylloSepLl,  1878. 
Joly  1,  I87fl,  to  May  18. 1877. 
Sept  1. 187ft,  to  June  30,  1877. 
Jnly  31.  1878,  tn  Feb.  S,  iSTl. 


July  IM  July  31.  IB7n. 

Sept.  1  lo  D«.  1,  I8T8. 
Jnly  1  to  Nov.  30, 1878. 
July  I  to  Sept.  ai  """ 


Jolyl  to  S«pl.  — .  18T8.  and 
from  Oct.  3,  1B70,  to  Jnn« 
30,1877. 
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Tim*  dnrlna  je»i  on  dot;  a* 


CKT«ikn|b.E.O... 
Cwl*,Ji£aH 

CheMer,  JuMi 


Croikr,  ViUiiua  ., 
OrBts,  LoBia  A . ... 


Cotton,  O.P 

Cnuek.I'UriDk 

Crdg,  SamiiBl 

Dyw.S.  A 

DoDi[lienj,'W.S... 

Deluy.du 

Ddubd,  W.T 

Draw.  U««ii^A 


.  LinlaBMk.  Ark... 


It  IL  lit  CaT 

...do 

latltlatArt 


IrtlLMdln 
■     'i.  15th  I_. 
L  l*th  lar   . 


.  utiLeihiDf.. 

.  i*t  It.  <di  AM .  . 


Eule.ILT 

■•krldM.H.1 

Tagft^VnaeriiA  .. 

FlemtoK.  Wllliim  1 

Flstcher.  J.8 

foote,  Gcorgaf ... 

Do 

Fawler,J(MliiwL.. 

Totboab,  W,  C  .... 

ForDUC*,  Jknrn. . . 


GtriDMi.  ifCMge  8... 


.   Ul(.lttbliir.  . 
.   SdlLUtaf 

IM  It  ft  R. 

U.  4th  Al .. 

.  initiatiiinr  . 

.   Capt.  Ifltl  ■   " 


.   Flirt  BoM,  IhiEa 

.    BJarkTllln,  S.  C 

.    3t  Lmli  Bamckt,  Ud 


.  rortaiii,ind.r..... 

.    Fori  Abcrrromblc.TJ 
.    FortTmmbuU  CuK 


Sol  1,  ISTt,  to  Job*  30.  IBTT. 
Jd];  1,  IBIS,  to  iaue  30,  ISII. 

jbIv  1  to  sepfc  30,  me. 

Ool.H,  ISM.  to , 

Jul;  1  lo  Jnlj  «.  lent,  aod 
tnm  liar  1  to  Juoa  W, 


F«b  WtoUar.nisn. 
Uar.lloJDDB3a,l»n. 


JalyltoSopClS,  18TB. 
Jnlj  1.  ISTfl,  M  JuM  30. 1911. 


Fort  Lanniie.  w  jo — 
InooonecIlDD  with  the 
ooDsCiuiMloaortale- 
graph-lliiB  JD  De- 
parttneu  tor  the  IIU- 

PortCralK.ir.Hei.... 


Cunp  UoUowell.  Aril. 

NwhrlUe.  TeoB i 

Mibot...    LabanoD.Ey i 

...d«..-.<  Mew Orleana. La  i 

.  <  Fart  VanaoaTBT,  Waak 

Sail  Fsllpe,  T» 

Port  iLuma,  Cal 

Sitka,  Alaaka. 

FoclCwiby,  TPaah... 
UanpBldwrll.Cal.. 
Aloalrai  Iilaad  " 


SaBt-IO,  ms,  tDFpb.SE 
JnlyltoJulTS.linfl. 
JulySOtoDec.l,  ma. 


1  to  JaDa  30.  ISTT. 

1  to  Nov.  s,  ins. 

.  WloSapt  1,    — 


.  Aloairai  Iilaad,  U 

.  Labanon,  Ky 

.  FortaibaaD,Ind.T... 

.  Prealditk    San  Fran-  | 

.  AlaatTaE'lalud,Cat.. 

.  Mobile.  Ala  

"  It  Clark,  Toi 


I  Julyl.  181S.  toJnuaSa, 
jSLaM  u^ona'^^wn 

juiTiioS«pt.3o,'ie7e.' 

.  ADE.llloADital.lSM. 
.  Sept.  so  10 Oct.  30.  inc. 


I  Fort  Uackluas.  Iflck. 


.!  Saiot  Aocnatbie,  Fla  . 
I  AuRData  ananal,  Oa.. 
.i  For(Whlppls.Ta.... 
.1  S.latP*ul  MlDD 


D(C.  1, 1B7B.  to  Apr.  30,  IBH. 

;  Bapt.  15  to  Oct.  7,  IBIS,  and 
irem  Ool.  le,  IBTt,  to  3am 


Hay  n  to  Jana  30,  IBTT. 
Jnlyl,  len.io  Ji 
Jaly  1  to  Jnly  « 


30,  IBH. 
70. 
30.1877. 
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t-Bng... 
.  latttldfof .. 
.    UtlkARq.    . 

!(..<(*  Car. 
.   UltSdlnf  ..  . 

.  u  It  uui  iBf .  . 


.   MItUdlor 

U.  ilh  Inf. 

latlVBthlnf.. 

.    latlLlat  Inf.. 

.   GapLMInf... 


.    inlLlSUIllf  .. 


lU  IL  4th  Art    . 


.   U]L14ltaInf..|... 

;.udB.4.i... 


.  M11.3dC»v..i  .. 
.  litlt.4[hGB>  ... 
.    UllCUtArt..!-.. 

.    CBpt.nidOS.E... 

Mlt.ailB.Q.1... 

H.M  InC      ' 
...do  

■•t)i.udRq.... 

M.  Tib  lot    i 
.    litIL  MkArt  :... 
.   idlblSllilDrJ... 


Umnntaa,  K.n 

VIcE^rit.  MtM 

Ns«OrlBH*.La 

WlUeC*  Point,  N.T  . 

NMcUUMhwLa 

Camp  Lowall,  Aru  . . 

Baton  Boon,  Im 

Kaw  Orkana,  La 

Camp  Halleck.  Nov  . . 
Fnt  Hanaaff,  Nabr  . 
Canp  SuppI;,  Isd.  T. 
Camp  BowUt,  Aril  . . . 
BaUy.SpilDnlllH.. 
Fort  Poriar,  *•  " 


t   LMvai 


lUy,  D>k. 

CiEapQaaUn.Cal.... 

SldDFTBarruka.  ^nhr 
Fort  Ptmblnii.  llak... 

UdhwUiii,  N.  C. 

FortElplBy.Ulu... 


8eM.MtoNoT.lMSTa. 
JaltlM  Hov.13.lB78. 
Dm.  1,  MIS,  to  Ma;  31.  ISTI. 
Jul*  1  ta  3apt.  1. 1^ 

July  1 1>  Oot  19,  ma. 

■Inly  S,  ICTfi,  to  Hay  31 .  Ign. 
Jaly  31  to  BapL  W  m«. 
Jaly  1  to  Bapt  i%  ItTt. 
Doc  lMn«,  to  Job*  JO,  im. 
July  1,  IBie,  to  Jane  M  Itn. 
July  I,  ina,  to  JoaeM,  Itn. 
JulyltoSaptl.lSTa. 
r^b.  10  to  Jnaa  ao.  isn. 
Jnly  I  t«  July  1.  m{L 

JalyltoAug.Gl,  isra. 

July  1.  l»ie.  to  JnUB  M,  ISTI. 
July  IS  to  Hov,  30,  ISTS. 
July  1  to  Oct,  31,  IBM,  and 
trma  Uav31  to  Jane  »,lgn. 
Jnly  1  U  Nd».  la,  187*. 


rt  CampUoDernntTt.N4 
,    Fiankronl  aracna 
I      PhiUrietpbla.  Fa. 
.1  Canp  VerA*.  AHe... 
.1  Fort   D.  A.  BnaMll. 

Wyo, 
.1  rut  KIptay.  UIdh... 

.1  Fort  LyoB,  C<4o , 

.1  WaatLaaAnliiiaa.Culo  3 


Not.  is.  IMM,  to  Apr.  n,  ISn. 
Jaly  I  to  90.  ISTS,  and  tram 
IW  3",  me,  UMay  1,  Isn. 
JalyMtonuL— ,  nrK. 
Soi«.3<ltoNov.8,  WT6. 
Sept.  e.  laiS,  (o  Jane  M,  If 

July],  leTA.  to  Jill 


BaoUla  Bamnlia.  Cl 
PotM  »an  JoM.  Cat   . .    . 
Fort  Wtwiirol,  Alaaka    1 


to  Jna«  30,  IBIT. 


IBTB.  to  May  31,1817. 


Fort     ludependeaoe. 

Uaaa, 
Fort  Udl.  Idaho 

Fort  Hantlton,  N.  T.. 

WMhlDEtoo  aruuil. 

D.C. 
Coaahatl«,La 

Savaonah,  0«  

Spananbara,  S.  C 

Sidney  Bamcka,  Nebt 

Fort  TniuibuU,  Uoan . 
Spi  Infield     AjTUory. 


PartSbaw,  Uont 

Fort  Canby.  Waab . . . . ' 

Bayon  Sua,  La 

Caniii  on  Hat  Creek. 

Wyo.  I 

Terha  Boeoa  lalaod. 

Fort  bancan.  T«i 


NoT.iuii  — 

jSl?  1,  1878 
.  July  1  to  A 

:  July  1. 1878 

I  Oot  1, 1878, 


Jaly  1  to  Sept.  30,  1878,  and 
fromUar.  Illojulie30.l871. 
Jaly  1, 1876,  to  Jnae  3D,  1877. 

KOT,  as.  1878,  to  Feb.*,  1817. 

July  I  to  Not.  13, 1878. 
Jnly  1  MOoLM,  1878. 
Feb.  3  to  Apr.  S4, 1CT7. 


July  1, 1S7S.  to  Juae  30, 1ST7, 
Jnly  1.  ine,  to  Jane  3, 1877. 


II  to  Jaie  38, 1877. 

9  H  30,  isn. 
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Kren.  John  A . . 
Siaftiiaij, Q.Vr.... 

KM.  v.'a^.. '.'.'. 
Xing.  JmbmS.  .. 
Lore.  Georga  H  ■ 


L*«tDii.  H.  W 

Lmit,  Peter,  Jr 

Lotd.  TWmu  W... 

Lyiter,  VllliBm  J  . . 
LualUr,  WlltiUD... 
Lewig,  Orauvllla — 


llajc.-- 


l«tlL3thInf..'... 

UCItBthlnr.J... 


.    latlLlMAlafJ. 


Marun.  Alfred.. 


litltaudlLq.,. 
11.9th  lar. 


MUtlmun,  A.E 

Morrison,  T.  TV 

llcD«rmi>n,  Q«onm. . 
UcQDTnj.Jolui.... 


■IlLlatAtt..'. 
■tlLlfltliliir.!. 


Mill*,F.H 

MorriMD,  J.  I 

McEsaver,  Seinoel. 


f  arphv,  JobD 
lcADtIBi^_J.  J 
toOleb.  T.  8. 


.  IWIt.MlBf... 

do 

.    litlLSUtlDl. 
';>pt.Ord 

M  It.  17th  Inf. . 
lit  It.  lltb  Inf 
Ed  It  U  Art... 

..  HdlLiathlnf.. 


It  11  M  Art . 
.  J  It.  1th  Art. 
.   C^LSdlof.. 


ucADtlm^ 

MoCaleb.  T. 
lfut.J.L... 
Uantice,  T.  1> 

Mnlbell,  S.J 

Hamforl,  T.  8 

McCukey.W.B 

Konrood,  Kuido]  ph . . 

»o<rliin,H.J 


Hiahal>.F.C.... 


.  UlLlIhlDf. 


M  It.  Kth  lot 
lU  IL  13th  Inf. 
Cipt.  Htth  In  I 


VnDMiDTer      knannL 

Wash. 
AnRS]  Ulud.  Cal  ... 

Fort  TnA  Steele.  ITvo, 
Fort  Bradj,  Mich.  ... 
Cimp  MqfaTe,  AiU... 


__3ki,  Ala. 
Fort  Haya.  Kani 


lUniiirald  Barracks,  Tf  i 
Fortbodn.Kaoa.... 
Camp  ItuEliiMin,  Ksbr 


Lhtd 


Canp  Sheridan,  Vtbt 
FortQnlUaaD,l>i.... 

Camp  Brown,  Wyo.... 
Alle>h-ny      anenal, 

PHuborBh,  Pa. 
GleodlTe  Creak.  Uont 
FortMuKavell.  T™.. 

QlMBTlll..  8.  C 

LMrenevllte,  8.  C 

Columbia.  S.  C 

Fort  Lanmla,  Wyo. . , 


Fort  llartanff.Nebr... 

PlaltibBrg  Buraoki, 


Time  darUjt  yur  on  dMy  aa 

July  I,  I8M,  la  Jno*  10.  ISTT. 

Jul;  1. 18TC,  to  Jnne  30,  Ifm. 

Jnly  1,  ins.  In  Apr.  30,  ten, 
July  1  to  II.  18T0. 
Apr.Ilto  JnnoSO.lOTT. 


Jnly  5  to  Dm.  SI,  IBM, 
from  A  pr.U  I  n  Jn  ne  30, 

Jnlyl  tnOotSi.  IBTO. 


Joly  1  to  Oct.  31,  IgJt. 
Not.  IB,  ISTd,  to  Jan.  II, 


f'ortOibaon.Ind.T.. 

Kaleieh.  K,  C 

fortSluHBDry,  Md.. 
ir eat  Point,  fl.Y.... 


Fort  Concho,  Xei 
Uohlle,  Ala 


Fort  UntBu,  lifX 


B«Disla  Bamcka,  Ca 
Manjo.HJaa 

Camp  Bobloson,  Ksb 


Lake  St  C^». 


YeilDwnona  Eapedl. 


.    Jnly  II  tc  Sept.  30.  tn& 
.    July*)  to  Sept.  30,  len. 
-I  MarcbM  to  JnneSO,  IHTT. 
.:  July  1, 1B7S.  loJnueSO,  IBTT. 
.    Sept  Ota  Dec.  I.  1878. 
.   JuI.tI.1H18,  toMsrl.ier?. 
.    July  1  to  Oct  ID,  1^ 

.   July  I  to  Sept  30. 1B78. 

)'  oot  10,  ie7B  to  Uav  aa.  itm. 

k  July  1  to  Sept  30.  i^& 
Jnly  I  toJuli90,lin«. 

.    Oct.  4. 1)^8.  to  Hay  SI,  IBTI. 
.    July  1  to  Srpt  1, 1818. 
.    ilnly  1  to  Sspt  ai.  18TB. 


.    OctS5,18ie,loJunB30,lBTI. 
.   I>ee.lO,lir7E,  to  June  30,1871 
.    Jan.  a0toJaTie3a.lSn. 
.    Feb.  ItoJnneSO.  I*n. 
April  S  to  June  30,  I87T. 

.    Uar«ti31toJiine30.  IBTT. 
.    May  SI  to  Jane  X.  Itm. 
.    May  1  to  Jnne  30.  tm. 
.    Jnly  t  to  Ani.:jl.  1818. 
Jnly  1  to  Oot  4,  IBTB. 

.    Jnly  ItaJnlylB,  ISTS. 


t  Indapeudenoe,  I  Feb.  11  Vt  Itanh  9i 


I,  Cookie 
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Kama. 

Lineal  rank 
ud  rtElment 

Bn.v«t 

Station. 

TiBiBdoriiiKy'iTcmdutyae 
A.A.<J.M. 

Mltntklnf 

FonSlHetDo,  Dak... 
F<.riU„.ario.'N.T... 
PDrtWadaworlh,UiLk 
New  OrLeaua,  Ij, 

Lower  llrul«  Agency, 
Fort  TmmbnlL  Conn.. 

M.yailoJuo6  3t).lt«77. 

July  1  w'juI.v'sr'iST*.  and 
tron  Sept  30,  lSr«,  to  June 

lat  It  I3tli  l!ll 

UIbuAja 

2.'ri.=r^;::: 

Aug.  34, 1878.  lu  JuuD  30, 1877. 

AOK.  31  to  arpt  30.  1S78, 
Marth3ltoApr!llD,lCT7. 

May  18  to  June  3*,  1S77. 

MSL,,jihn.j?::::: 

f«^i'i^^-Q:: 

lat  It  &  R.  Q 
M.  lat  luf. 

Captain 

Fort  Baltord,  Dak '  July  1.187li.  to  June  n,  lirn. 

Fon  Randall,  Dak....'  Joly  1, 1878,  to  Jane  30,  IffTT. 
Fort  Canbv, -Waal.....;  Nov,  «,  187S,  lo  JoneSO,  18T7. 

lat  It  3d  Art 

PlatUburg  B-rraok., 

Canpon  aafeCnek, 

Wyo. 
Fort CDnwnni.  Utah., 

Kaahdl]',  Taiin  

Fo^udependonco, 

FortUiPberMII.N.br 
Camp Thomaa,  Aria... 
FoHDaYla,Iei 

gs.'n^^ss^si'i'c^r 

Apiiiffliiojiiiiew,  lan. 

JolyltoJiily  18. 1878. 

latlt  lecblBf 

p.,£;iiii:::::;. 

July  1  to  Jnlv  IB,  ltf7tl,  and 
ttma  Jan.  1  to  Ju  le— ,  1677. 
Ju1y!(aiot)ct3i.l«7Br 

May31toJnM30,ltfrr. 
A,ii(.l3.!8:a,loJune30,lSrt. 
JnJJ  1,1*76.  to  Jnne  30, 1877. 

Jnly  1  to  Nov.  9,1678. 

Deo.  8. 1878.  to  Jane  30,  IS7T. 

SJSEJ.S;!::::::: 

M.SStbIor 

...do 

lat  It  Itb  Art 

....do  

8s;^S.Ib''.:::::: 

lu"«W'*^"''"'!Nol''it»"«B''w— ""^ 

FSri8iii.ind.T..;:::: 

Omaba  Bartaoka.  Nsbr 
Fort  L«aTsn worth. 

Fort  Qlbmi.  Ind.T... 
General  Terry',  eipe- 

Poet  on  Dig  Horn  RiT. 

Cam'pLowon.Arii... 
CMnpBakw.Uont-..- 

Fort  Wallaoe,  Kaoa  .. 

NswOrleana,!* 

Uonnt   Vomou    Bar- 

raokii,  Ala. 
Na.k.lile.T«nn 

lat  It  dC  R.  Q. 
H.S3dlDf. 

latltinfalof 

Jnly  1, 1370,  toJun- 30. 1377. 

Do 

Deo.  !1. 1878.  to  Jnno  30,  ISn. 

Jnly  lt«  Oot  3,  1878. 
Joly  lt>  Sept  11. 1878. 
Joly  lIoJolylJ.lSTII. 

Aog.l0toSept8,le7A 

Septa,  1878.  to  Juno  30. 1877. 

iia-!^:::::: 

!:EltfVi?f 

g^^w";-:';::::;:- 

latltlfttblnt 
irtltUtArt., 

from  Oct  H,  1878,  to  Jan. 

Jn"'l,lB7(l,toJnnnlS,  187T. 
July  J  to  IXt  1,1870. 

D™.  1.1878,  toApr.St,lB77. 

bS^c."#:  ::::::: 

Nov.  18, 187(1,  to  Jan.  M,  1877. 

lat  It  11th  Inf 
lalltethCaT 

utitaiatinr 

Jnly  31  to  Sept  B,  Ifla,  and 
r^niOoLltoO«t3l,l87«. 
Jnly  1  to  Ang.  31, 1878. 

BUw.TlwtnuF 
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Tlma  darlDR  jfw  od  dnj  ■ 


Kilsv,  Thomu  F, 


lay,  Thomu  F 
tilua,U.P.... 


Bonn,  John  M 

Sobinim.V.  W.,lr 

RicMmuk  8 

Ranolle.W.C 

Stone,  K.  W 


litlLSIat  Int. 


Rallner.  Uhiir1««  .. 
8Q0U.Rnl>ert  M... 
Slwlby,  Ihh  O... 


UltMArt... 
Id  k  ISth  Inf 


SmwhiiIViIIImo  F. 

BporirlD,  Wm.  F 

Smith,  l«wjR 


3dlLS»iArt. 
1st  It.  3d  IdT  . 
3d  It  3d  Cav  . 
IM  It  4tli  An 

OmpLSlit  Inf 


Spencer,  GoarKt  K,  .. 
Sbaw.KlcUrdD.... 


ti  It  IMb  Inf 


8t^aTd,S.R 

SoDlllnK,  J.  C  

Sammerbayca,  J.  W . 
Stennaan,^.  D 


Swre' 


Do... 


SlcinbaI,J.lCcll.... 
Bmlth,  Gcorse  B... 
8U11«,UB 


T*jliii-.  Fruik  . . 
Tluinie,P.H.... 


ad  IL  Hih  Inf 
I  at  It.  33d  Inf. 
let  It  41b  Inf.. 

utitsadinf. 


TrnutJnhnF 

Tabi^r,H,» 

TiawD,A.O 

IroinliTboinaiiG.. 


TUton.  Palmer 
Tear.WiUaoe.. 
TajlDT.D.U... 

Taikr.A.H.U 

ITIIo,J>Dir 

TJi>bain,K.K... 


liit1l,3MInf.. 

SlIlt-BBtt...,. 

9d  IL  IMh  Inf 
]8tlt.nndB.Q. 
_  M.  17th  Inf. 

.1  IgrtLMid  R.  Q, 
I      M.  Mh  An. 

.   lat  tt.34An.. 
.,  M  It.  81h  C»v  , 

J  Mltiethluf 
.1  Utlt-Mtblnf 

.   UttOOChlDf. 

.  irtitastb"  " 

.    latlL  Ord. 


Fort  Biila«,  Idaho 

Fon  SlmklaD,  Tei . . . . 

FortPort8r,N.T 

FaitToTnMnd.'Wuh 
Fort  A  tHTcrom  bl^I>ak 
Fort  WbJnple,  Va  .... 
Fort  Fred  Steele  Wvo. 
Fort     WalU     WaDa, 

Waah. 
Fort  Town»Bnd,W«(h 
HadlHin  BamokB.N.Y 
Fort  Ontario,  N.Y... 

VicUbure,  Mlaa 

Uonroe,  La., 

CbattaniwjiB,  Tenn.. . 
Camp  Sberidan,  Nebr 
Yerba  Bneua  lalaod, 

Fort  VauoouTar,  Waah 
Hidtaon  Barrack*,  H.Y 
FortGibaon,Ind.T... 
FortScbnjler.N.Y... 

Port  HajB,EiHia 

Fort  WaTFBO,  Maas. . . . 
RocklslaDdAcaeDal.Ill 
UoConib  City.Uiaa... 

Fort  Briddw.Wyo  .'.'." 

Fort'Wlngate,K,Hei 

Morgan  too.  N.  C 

KlirSiberB,Arla 

Fort»nncan,l:ei.... 
FortSeMan,  kUei... 
ForlCral>,K.Hu.... 

Fort  HilUoil.  T 

ScontlDR    aipedllloB, 
Ind-T 

FoTtUioaD.N.C 

BnntaTllla,  AU 

North  Platte  Hebr. . . 

Camp  GaaUHi,  Cat 

Port  ttoun,  Ind.  T 

Fort  Brldaar,  Wvo... 
Camp  on  Saga  dnnk, 

Foit^h«OD,Tnd.T.... 

Uamp  on  Eat  Crtekl 

Fort' Wayne.  Uloh  „, . 

Fort  Gratiot,  Uicb  . . 
Saint  Lonii  Ansoal. 

Jt^fluraou  Barraaka, 

Uo. 
MorlbPliilte,Nebr,... 
Wtllata  Point, N.Y  ... 

EbnobercArlE. 

Fort  Aberorom  bie,  Dak 

FWrt  Tameron.  tFt»h  . 
CharlealuD,  S  <; 

Fflrt  Klaum,  N.  Y. . . 
Mill  tarytalagraph  line 

In  Dent,  of  AMiona 

Unbllp,  Aht 

Coinnliut     BarrKka, 

Ohio. 
Fort  Seirard.Dak 

Booh  Jaluid  Arauial. 
III. 

Port  Elliott.  Tex 

CMWannnw.  Troo.. . 
Benlola  Bamcka,  Cal 


Sapb  30,  laro.  (0  JaDoK.in' 
Jnly  I,  IBM.  to  Jnna  M,  Iffl, 
Jnly  1 ,  IBTG.  to  Peh.  ID,  Ifn. 
July  I  toSepLl,!?;!. 
Deo.  1^  ins.  to  April  K  U7 

April  30  to  June  M,  im. 
Jolyt  toOot-W,  lan. 

Deo.  1, 187&  to  Jnsa  30,  ur; 
July  15. 1876,  to  Mar.  3Un 

ootia.iaie,  toJaii.]E,iir.i 

Jnly  1  to  Oct  — ,  IKt 


Jalyl.me^  toFeb.W,l«: 


Jnne  18  to  Jnne  W,  IfTI. 
July  IBtoOetai.unt 
Jnly  I,  I8Tfl,to  JunrSdjen 
July  1,  to  July  IMKt. 
Jnljl,lBT6,tDM»jHlS:i 
May  at  to  Jnne  SO,  1?TT. 
July  1  to  Not.  13,  1^  U 
froin  Jao.  13  to  Jaot  1 

Oct. 3.'l?T8,  toJoneMien 


July  1  to  Ooi.  10. 1«1. 
July  1,  ISTG,  to  April  1 1*^ 
July  1,  litre,  to  Jan.  18,1^ 
Fob.  tS  to  JnD«  ».  l/T.. 
Anit  I,  leiR,  to  April  30. 1«: 
May  10  to  Jona  A.  1^, 

Sept  n.  1876.  to  Ma>  7,  l«n 

Sept  la  to  Sept  M.l'^e. 
Deo.H.ISTa.te  JaiLM.im 
Oct  3S,  1978.  to  May  31,  IrT} 


Dee.  a?,  I STO,  lo  Jan.  1 1 . 1 -T: 
Jnly  1.  Ism.  to  Jdh  39  !>!» 
Dm 31,  ieTt,ta  Mat.ll.1^1 

Jnly  l,197fl,  to  Jnao  31^1^^ 

July  — ,  187«.  to  June  X.^ 


Jnly31l*H0T.«I,lS;» 
Sept  a  to  Dec  la.  in). 
Oct  10.  I37K.  to  Jsna  30  liT 


Jnlyl,lS7S.toJnBe3l 
Julr  1,1818,10  Jan.):. 
April  30  to  Juw  90 1' 
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IB  dnriDE  year  oa  duty  ai 


latlLIdlhlnf 

UIlLlBlhlnr. 
UILM  Art... 


M  iL  lath  ii 
cWpto'rt" 


TCbuit,  v.  X  .... 

IjiB.,  W,H 

*Bnu,C.H 


■■»Ia'.8..I- 

V.u-iiilitB.P.P. 


J"I,rnnt 


lat  It  U%  C>T 

tatIL 
■dlbl 
Capt. 
Ut  It. ..  . 
^  nth  IdI 


1Mb  Jnf 

It.  ft  B.  Q ' 
if 


sdiLiBciiBr.. 

lB(lt.4UiCa* 
SdlLinCav.. 


,,,.do- 

CapL  a  8.  K .. 

ad  It  14th  isf 

9dlt.TtJilDf.. 


Fort    Walla    Talla, 

Waah. 
Camp  Bak«r,lloiit... 


C«d*r  CrMk.MoDt... 


Ang.3toOotH,ine. 
Aiig.31toNov.30,ims. 

Not.  30,  ISIO,  to  April  IS,  ISTI 

Ua7lloJDa«30,ien. 

aqe.  31.  itne.'to  JuDs,  isn. 

Oct.  31.  I81B,  to  June  11, 1677. 
Jiilj  1, 1ST6  lo  June  30, 1977. 


Fart  Riley,  Kar 
Fort  Garfuiil,  C 


WaghlagtaD  AtKlial, 

D.C. 
San  Diaj^o  Bairaoka, 

Fort  KlUott,  TBI 


Camp  Harnor,  Ore.. 
Camp  Mojaie,  Aria. 
FartToHiiseiid.  Wm 


racia,  Ala. 
FnrtBlley.  Xana... 
FoTt  FettenuuD,  W 


Jaly  1, 18TS,  to  April  1. 18TJ. 

AuR.  2i,im  l«  AprillS,  \m. 
April  17  to  Jaiie  30,  leri., 
Aug.  ID  to  Sept.  8,  1810. 

Jan.  I  to  Ua;  23.  liTT. 

July  1,  18T«,  to  June  30, 1877. 

N-OT.6,IBI8,  loHay 
July  1  to  Not.  <,  l»«. 

Ang.iotas«pt.«.  itne. 

July  1, 1676,  to  Jane  30,  ISTT. 

Jnly  1, 1876.  to  Jane  SO.  1677. 
Jolyl  toBepf'  ■"" 
July  I  to  Oct.  1 

July  1. 1678,  to  April  11,"  1977J 

July  1, 1878, 

Sppt.30  ISTfl.loJoneSO.lfrn. 
July  1  to  Oct.  10,  IB7B. 

Oct  11, 1676,  to  Jan.  St.  1S77. 

10  30.  1677. 


Cam] 


rnoD    Bar. 


SlugKold  Barracks. 

811ln«yBartMln,Nebr, 
S^ul  Louia  Batniclis, 

Uo. 

Gamp  Bowin,  Ariz 

PartKUmBtii,  Or»E... 
Norlh  Platu-.  Nebr  .. 
Omaha  Barrack  a,  K  ebr. 
Saint  Lonia  Anwnal, 

Jefflenon  Burauki, 

Ho. 
Camp  on  Eat  Creek, 

Wyo. 
Camp  Baker,  UoDt 


V.  33,  1678,  and 


July  1. 1S76.  to  June  30,  ISTT. 
Jnly  l,137S,te  June  311 


April  1  tn  April  [3,  len. 

NoT,a7toDeo.H,  ISlfl. ' 
Dm.—,  1B76,  to  J»ii.3I,1I 
JojLStoAprUll,  1B77. 

Uar.31toJnne30.lSt7. 
May3ltoJ>inc30, 1877. 
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No.  2. — Annual  report  of  Col.  Stewart  V&n  Vliet,  United  States  Army,  of 
barracJcg  and  quarters  operations  during  fiscal  year  of  18TC  and  1877. 

Qdartebmasteb-Gekebal's  Office, 

Washington,  August  13,  1877.   - 
Gehebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  for  j-our  iDfonoatioD  a  saccinct 
re^iort,  covering  the  principal  operations  of  the  barracks  and  quarters 
braocli  of  this  office  doriug  the  fiscal  year  ondiog  June  30, 1877. 

HEW  coNSTaucTiowa. 

Daring  the  year  the  constrnctioa  of  one  hundred  and  forty  new 
bnildings,  such  as  barracks,  oSlQ,ers'  quarters,  stables,  store-bouses, 
gaard-hoases,  &c.,  have  been  authorized,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$214,576. 

They  are  at  military  posts  in  the  States  of  Florida,  Califomin,  Kansas, 
Ohio,  Rhode  Island,  Delaware,  Connecticut,  Micbigao,  New  York,  Vir- 
ginia, Houtb  Carolina,  Kebraska,  Texas,  and  Colorado,  and  in  the  Terri- 
tories of  Wyoming,  Dakota,  Mootaua,  WasbiogtoD,  and  Arizona. 

WHABTES. 

Authority  has  been  given  for  the  repair  of  wharves  to  the  amoant  of 
«2,800. 

BEPAIBS. 

Upon  special  estimates  authority  itaa  been  given  to  make  repairs,  al- 
terations, &C.,  of  public  buildings,  for  the  construetioti  and  repair  of 
cisterns,  &c.,  and  for  the  purchase  of  tools,  &c.,  for  use  at  the  various 
military  posts  to  the  amount  of  $186,875. 

RECAPITULATION. 

SecapUntatioA  of  t'ke  expenditure  ipaeialtjf  authoriied  for  oonttructioii  of  neic  bnilditigi  at 
eilabUtked  poeli,  coMlrucliMt  and  rqiairi  of  oiiieriu,  muetllaneon*  r^air$,  4^,  and  MmB 
dittribuled. 
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The  Lieuteuant-General  and  department  commander  having  in  their 
reports  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  1875  set  forth  the  great  importance 
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and  immediate  Decessity  of  the  construction  of  military  posts  at  certain 
points  OD  tlie  Yellowatone  and  Mnaselshell  Bivers,  id  tbe  Territory  of 
Montana,  and  in  the  military  department  of  Daliota,  and  sncb  recom- 
mendations hiiTing  been  transmitted  to  Congress,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  the  sum  of  $200,000,  or  bo  mnoh  thereof  as  might 
be  neceasary,  was  appropriated  by  act  approved  Jnly  22, 1876,  Forty- 
foartli  Cong^ress,  flirst  session,  chapter  233,  for  the  conatrnction  of  such 
military  posts  or  depots  at  such  points  as  might  be  selected  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

It  baa  lieen  decided  to  locate  one  of  the  new  posts  at  the  mooth  of 
the  Tongue  Kiver,  on  tbe  right  bauk,  and  tbe  other  Dear  the  month  of 
the  Little  Big-Horn  River,  near  the  battle-ground  of  General  Custer's 
fight. 

It  is  intended  to  bnild  tbe  posts  in  accordance  with  tbe  general  plan 
of  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln,  Dakota  Territory,  each  poat  to  have  the  fol- 
lowing buildings  thereat: 

Three  (3)  barrack  buildings  for  sis  couipaniM  cavalry $30,600 

Two  (S)  b&rrack  buildingB  for  four  com  pan  iea  infantry 10,000 

One  (1)  bamok  buildioK  for  one  company  infantry 3,000 

Oae(l)  bnildiDg.  oommandiugofflcer'iiqnartere 3,300 

Thirteen  (13)  buildings,  company  uidBUffoffloerfl : 39,000 

Oiie{l)  BD balste nee  store- ho Qse -  2,500 

Ooe(l)  qnartermaster'a  atore-honse 3,200 

One  (I)  qnartermaBter'H  graoary 2,200 

One(l}bake-faoaBe 1,000 

Ciwralitablee,  cavalry 10,000 

Cottol  stabtes,  qnarlermaater's  department ■    3,000 

Cammanding  offloer'B  office 2,000 

Gnard-hoDse 2,000 

Total 100,000 

Total  for  two  (S)  poHtB 200,000 

No  detailed  report  of  actual  oi>erations  has  yet  reached  this  office. 

HELL'OA.TE  PASS,  MONTAKA  TEBQITORT. 

TJpou  tlie  urgent  solicitations  of  the  Delegate  from  Montana  for  tbe 
establish  men  c  of  a  small  post  near  the  Hell-Gate  Pass  of  the  Kocky 
Mountainx,  in  the  Territory  of  Montana,  tbe  Lieatenant-General  dis- 
patched Colouel  Wesley  Merritt  to  report  on  the  necessity  for  such  a 
poBt  to  protect  the  settlers  in  the  Missoala  Valley.  His  report  coin- 
cided with  the  representations  of  the  Delegate;  and  on  the  atrength  of 
these  reports  tbe  Lienteuaat-Geoeral  took  tbe  requisite  etepa  to  secure  a 
reservation,  which  was  declared  by  Executive  Order  No.  19,  February, 
UT7,  and  covers  section  31,  In  township  13  north,  of  range  19  west,  ia 
said  Territory,  and  recommeoded  the  expenditure  of  $20,000  for  the  re- 
<iaiBite  buildings,  which  was  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War  on 
May  17, 1877. 

The  buildings  were  to  be  erected  after  the  plan  asnally  adopted  for 
SQch  posts. 

So  detailed  report  of  actual  operations  has  as  yet  been  received  here. 

HOSPITALS. 

During  the  fiscal  year,  conatriiction,  rcpuir,  and  alterations  of  the 
military  hospital  buildings  throughout  tbe  country  have  been  anthorized 
to  the  amouDt  of  $09,907.00. 
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Tbe  fullo^ring  table  gives  tbe  locality  of  tbe  hospitals  and  the  atnouDt 
of  expenditure  authorized  at  eitcb. 
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The  nppropriatioD  for  the  oanstraotion  and  repair  or  bospitnU  waa 
$100,000. 

NEW  SBPUT  AT  KAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS. 

Oonirress  bj-  act  approved  Marcli  3,  1873,  appropriated  8100,000  (or 
oottstnictioD  of  depot-buildiiigif  at  Sao  Antonio,  the  city  having  previ- 
onsly  conveyed  bj  deed  to  the  United  States  free  of  expense  suitable 
gronnds  therefor, 

Yarioas  canses  delayed  the  commeucemeDt  of  the  work,  and  on  the 
3d  March,  1875,  Congresa  continued  the  appropriation,  then  about  to  be 
covered  into  the  Treasury  under  a  general  law  at  the  expiration  of  two 
years. 

A  contract  was  entered  into  during  the  fiscal  year  of  1875  and  1876 
with  Messrs.  Braden  and  Angus, of  San  Antonio,  the  lowest  responsible 
bidders  for  the  completion  of  the  whole  work,  slightly  within  the  appro- 
priation of  9100,000. 

Since  the  execution  of  said  contract  the  work  baa  progressed  vigor- 
onsIy,and  in  arecent  cominanication  from  the  department  chief  quar- 
termaster, report  is  made  that  the  work  is  virtually  finished. 

As  it  is  thonght  that  the  Quartermaster-General's  report  will  be  ac- 
oompaDied  with  drawings,  &o.,  of  the  work,  it  is  considered  unnecessary 
by  me  to  here  enter  into  any  elaborate  details  regarding  materials  used, 
mze,  or  description  of  the  buildings,  &c. 

BUILDINGS  SOLD. 

The  sale  of  fifty-one  buildings  of  various  dimensions  at  diffjretit  places 
tfaroDghout  the  country  has  been  authorized. 

MILITARY  SITES   IN  TEXAS. 

By  act  approved  March  3,  I87.'i,  Congress  authorized  the  purchase  of 
tbree  sites  in  that  State,  viz,  Fort  Brown,  $25,000;  Ringgold  Barracks, 
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910,000;  Fort  Dancan,  (10,000:  Provided,  "that  before  the  payment  of 
the  money  berel>y  appropriated  {rood  titles  shall  be  made  to  the  United 
States  for  such  lands  as  contemplated  by  said  act,  *  *  and  no  more 
than  the  amoant  appropriated  shall  be  paid  for  snch  sites;"  and  by 
the  same  act  the  Secretary  of  War  was  anthorized  t«  accept  far  the 
United  UtRteR,  and  free  of  espense,  a  conveyance  of  the  site  of  Fort 
Mcintosh. 

Tbe  title  nf  the  ttite  of  Fort  Brown  haslong  been  in  litigation,  bat  the 
district  court  of  Texas  has  recently  confirmed  the  title  to  tbe  heirs  of 
one  Maria  Josepha  Cavazoa ;  but  it  is  nuderatood,  unofficially,  however, 
from  the  department  commander,  that  the  city  of  Brownsville  baa  or  in- 
tended to  tiike  an  appeal  therefrom  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

At  any  rate  tLe  heirs  referred  to,  through  their  attorney,  June  11, 1877, 
say,  "  tbe  price  oll'ered  by  the  government,  without  any  compeusation 
for  past  use  and  occupation  or  even  payment  of  taxes,  is  altogether  un  - 
satisfactory  and  has  been  declined.  I  hiwe  requested  the  Roverumen  t 
to  evacuate  the  premises  or  elae  tiike  the  neceas.'iry  atepa  for  coudemna  - 
tiou  by  appraiaal,  &c." 

Aa  the  barraclcs,  quarters,  hospitals,  ahops,  &c.,  built  by  the  United 
Statea  on  Vjb  site  are  li^rge  and  commodioua,  valuable  and  useful  to  the 
Army,  of  slight  value,  if  any,  to  others,  I  donbt  the  propriety  or  wiadom 
of  abandoning  tbe  post;  and,  unless  ousted  by  legal  process,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  United  States  should  continue  to  hold  the  poat. 

The  title  of  site  of  Binggold  Barracks  is  still  in  litigation,  but,  under 
an  old  State  law,  it  ia  to  be  hoped  that  the  United  States  maybe  able  to 
get  a  satisfactory  title.    Efforts  to  that  efifeot  are  now  in  progress. 

^Regarding  site  of  Fort  Duncan,  the  owner  positively  declined  to  sell 
for  the  amoatit  appropriated,  but  did  offer  at  one  time  subaeqaent  to 
the  act  authorizing  the  purchase  to  sell  for  $S5S  in  excess  of  that  appro- 
priated. 

The  department  under  tbe  law  could  not  pay  the  excess  demanded, 
and  for  tbe  want  thereof  the  United  States  lost,  udder  a  twenty  (30) 
years'  lease  which  expired  January  1,  1876,  all  the  valuable  improve- 
ments  which  the  government  had  made  on  the  site  during  that  time. 

The  owner  now  demands  920,000  for  the  property,  and  Congress  was 
asked  by  the  Secretary  of  \Var,  in  July,  1876,  to  appropriate  that  sum 
for  the  purchaae. 

Bent  ia  now  being  paid  at  the  rate  of  $200  per  month. 

Eegarding  site  of  Mcintosh,  the  city  of  Laredo,  soon  after  the  passage 
of  the  act  referred  to,  executed  a  deed  conveying  said  site  to  the  United 
States,  but  aa  said  deed  as  tlieu  prepared  carried  with  it  certain  obliga- 
tory conditions  npon  the  United  States  tbe  Department  of  Juatice 
advised  its  non-acceptance. 

The  city  authorities  having  subaeqneutly  executed  a  new  deed,  it  was 
duly  submitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  for  reference  and 
action  of  tbe  Atiorney-Geueral. 

PEOTECTING  SITE  OP  FORT  BBOWM. 

Congreas  by  act  approve*!  July  31, 1876,  authorized  "  for  work  necea ' 
sary  for  the  protection  of  tbe  river-banka  at  Fort  Brown,  Texas,  against 
the  encroacliments  of  the  Rio  Grande,  $10,000,  or  so  much  tberoof  as 
may  be  necessary  to  be  expended  under  tbe  directions  of  tbe  Secretary 
of  War." 

This  subject  of  river  encroachments  previous  to  the  passage  of  the 
act  referred  to  occupied  tbe  attention  of  this  otSco  for  several  years, 
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inl  Tarioua  ti'in)>omrf  projects  were  inangurated  for  tUe  protection  of 

iheei|M»ed  (^rounds  nnd  bnildiiifca. 
As  the  last  pi^ject  waa  made  after  a  careful  iDvestigatioD  hy  an  officer 

of  tbe  Kugioeer  Department,  and  which  formed  iu  part  the  basis  for  the 

anpropriation,  the  actoal  work  of  detail  was,  on  recommendation  of  tliis 
.  office,  committed  by  the  honorable  Sccretar;  of  War  to  tlie  Engineer 
■  Deiiirtnieut  for  execution. 

POST   CEMETEKIES. 

Aatbority  has  been  granted  and  instructions  given  by  this  office  daring 
ibi;  Bscal  year  for  repairing  the  oemetery  fences,  erecting  head-boards^ 
&c.  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  and  Columbus  Barracks,  Ohio, 

Tlie  Secretary  of  War  also  authorized  the  removal  of  the  bodies  at 
Hinl  Key,  Fla.,  aitd  their, reinterment  io  the  national  cemetery  near 
PtDsacoUi,  Fla. 

Com|>laiiite  having  l>een  received  of  interments  made  from  time  to 
time  uiKHi  farm  and  other  private  gi-ounds,  led  to  Che  issuing  of  the  fol- 
louiDg  general  order: 

[Genkrax.  Oudbrs  No.  43.] 

Headquarters  of  tiib  Abmy, 

ADJUTANT-OENKRAL'S  Ol^l'ICK, 

ytashingtoH,  Mag  3,  I8T7. 
flj-  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  followiog  orders  will  be  ob- 

WhfD  offlean  and  aoldiers  die  at  temporary  oampe,  or  an  detacbed  aervice,  aud  tbeir 
b«dm  ire  not  claimed  by  pareDt«  or  parties  nho  have  a  natnral  right  tu  tbem  for 
ytnpn  interioent,  the  immediate  commanditiK  offloer  .will  oause  the  body  to  be  de- 
noilr  coffined  aud  tTansported  (or  biirini  at  the  expenie  of  the  Quartermaster's  De- 
JorlnitDt  to  the  nearest  rejcalac  fort,  barrack,  or  oaCional  oemetery,  the  properly  of 
Itw  L'uitHl  States,  nDleas  in  the  Judjtmeat  of  suoh  commauding  offloer  barial  at  the 
|>!kc  of  dpstb  be  proper  aud  right.  A  report  in  each  case  to  be  mode  to  the  Adjiitaut- 
'»-urr«l  of  the  Army. 
Bt  comDiand  of  General  Sherman. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Aijatant-Qeneral. 
LOSSES  BY  FIBE. 

Five  (ires  have  been  reported  during  the  fiscal  year,  viz : 

September  22,  1876. — A.t  Camp  Mojave,  A.  T.,  stockade,  building,  aud 
ill  the  officer^  quartern. 

Sorember  0. — At  Madison  Barracks,  N.  Y.,  one  block  of  officers'  quar- 
*rs. 

Xorember  19. — At  Fort  Wood,  New  York  Harbor,  one  storehouse. 

January  14,  1877. — At  Fort  Uipley,  Minn.,  two  seta  officers'  quarters; 
uarHets  lanndresses'  quarters,  and  one  storehouse. 

F^ntari/Q. — At  Sitka,  Alaska,  officers'  quarters. 

BESBRTATIOKS  DECLARED. 

Six  reserves  have  been  declared  daring  the  fiscal  year,  viz : 

February  1,  1877. — Camp  Apache,  A.  T. 

February  19.— Section  3L  T.  13  N.,  of  B.  10  W.,  M.  T. 

March  18.~^Can»p  Thomas,  A.  T. 

April  13. — Fort  Cameron,  U.  T, 

y<irember  14,  1876. — Camp  Robinson,  Nebr. 

y'lrember  14,  1870, — Camp  Sheridan,  Nebr. 
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FOBT  niLEY  BaiDOG. 

By  pnblic  resolution  of  Congress,  No.  37,  approTeil  MHPch  2, 1867, 
United  States  Statutes  14,  second  sessicu, Thirty-ninth  Congreee:  "The 
southwestern  bouoilary  of  the  military  reservation  ot  Fort  Biley,  !d 
the  State  of  Kansas,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  declared  to  be  hore- 
after  the  chaanel  of  the  Kepablicau  Kiver,  from  its  luoatb  to  the  point 
where  said  river  iaterseets  the  present  western  Use  of  said  reservation, 
and  the  land  released  from  said  reservation  and  lying  between  the 
Smoky  Hill  and  Republican  Rivers  isherebygranted  to  the  Stateof  Kan- 
sas to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  bridge  over  the  Republican  River,  on 
the  public  highway  leading  through  the  present  reservation ;  but  apoa 
the  express  condition  that  this  grant  shall  be  accepted  by  the  State  of 
Kansas  with  a  guaranty  given  by  said  State,  by  an  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture thereof,  that  said  bridge  shall  bo  kept  up  aod  maintained  in  good 
condition,  and  shall  be  &ee  to  the  use  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  for  all  transit  purposes  forever,  without  tolls  or  charges,  and  on 
such  acceptance  and  guaranty  being  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  together  with  the  certificate  of  the  governor  of  Kansas 
that  a  good  and  permanent  bridge  has  been  constructed  oyer  the  said 
Republican  River,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Secretary  to  issue  patent 
for  the  land  hereby  granted,  to  the  State  of  Kansas,  or  to  such  company 
as  may  be  authorized,  by  act  of  the  legislature  of  said  State,  to  con- 
struct said  bridge:  Provided,  however,  Th&t  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  constru^  to  interfere  with  any  grant  of  any  part  of  said  laud 
heretofore  made  by  the  United  States." 

Lieut.  Co).  B.  I.  Dodge,  Ttreuty-third  Infantry,  commanding  at  Fort 
Biley,  on  March  17,  1877,  called  the  attentiou  of  the  War  Department 
to  this  law,  by  which  it  gave  to  the  State  of  Kansas  4,000  acres  of  the 
most  valuable  portion  of  the  reserve,  provided  the  State  built  and  ftepf 
in  repair  the  bridge  referred  to,  and  added,  that  "the  State  of  Kansas 
gave  the  land  to  a  company  called  the 'Republican  Bridge  Company', 
ou  condition  that  the  compauy  build  the  bridge  and  keep  it  ia  repair 
for  09  years. 

Th'iB  oompan;  bailt  k  woodea  brldfte  which  oertyol;  did  not  origtoall;  oust  otst 
36,000.  It  Bold  off  all  the  land,  some  of  it  aa  high  aa  |70  per  acre,  then  dissolved  Knd 
became  defuoot. 

At  present  no  Boch  compaDy  exists,  aod  the  bridge  has  been  without  repkic  until  it 
ia  now  dangerous  aud  almost  impassable. 

The  oooDty  commissionerB  will  not  tonch  it,  and  the  goramment  will  do  nothiD^. 
The  bridge  is  absotataly  neaeaaarv  to  Fort  Kiley,  which  ia  now  a  diatri  ho  ting  point  for 
grain  and  forage. 

The  Kansas  Pacific  Railroad  has  a  depot  at  Fort  Biley,  bntdeliTera  at  that  point  onl^f 
car-loads,  all  partial  loada  and  all  loads  which  go  on  the  Missouri,  Kanaaa  and  Texas 
Ksilroad  have  to  be  eeot  to  or  bronght  from  Junction  Citj  over  that  bridge. 

The  bridge  company  was  a  swindling  coDcero.  It  secured  from  the  Stat«  of  Kanau 
land  which  it  sold  for  over  ((200,000)  tno  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Its  total  ontlay  waa  less  than  (10,000,  and  it  is  now  out  of  ezistence,  Ita  contract 
nnfulflUed. 

The  State  of  Kansaa  is  fnlly  responaible,  and  I  respeotfally  urge  that  the  State  of 
Kansas  be  called  on  to  keep  the  bridge  iu  proper  repair,  and  on  its  failing  to  do  bo  that 
report  ma;  be  made  to  Congreaa  to  the  end  that  the  act  of  1S67  be  revolced. 

You  can  see  that  the  whole  thing  is  a  swindle,  and  I  think  it  very  likely  that  it  waa 
intended  to  be  so  when  so  very  abanrd  an  action  was  urged  on  Congress. 

Under  date  of  June  3, 1877,  he  further  writes,  viz  : 

I  have  maile  careful  inqniries  in  regard  to  the  bridge  company,  aud  have  the  posi- 
tive statement  of  reliable  oitizeua  hece  that  the  whole  affair  was  a  fraud  from  ita  in- 
ception. Certain  parties  leagued  together  to  get  posaeBHion  of  these  valuable  laiida, 
held  together  as  long  as  was  necessary  to  effect  Biles  and  divide  the  plunder,  and  then 
dissolved. 
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There  la  no  aacb  coDijianf  non  in  exiitence,  and  I  am  informed  that  the  bond  giron 
bj  it,  collectively  Bad  individually,  for  tbe  failbral  performance  of  tlie  contract,  ha» 
mfslerionsif  disappeared  from  the  custody  of  tbe  proper  party  at  Topeka. 

Of  tbe  eiebteeii  men  composing  tbe  original  bridee  oompany  not  over  fonr  are  non' 
BolTenl,  and  one  or  more  of  these  baa  moved  from  tQispert  of  tbe  country. 

The  men  tbemaelvee  bave  do  fear  whatever  of  any  injury  to  them  from  any  action  tbe 
BtBt«  may  take,  and  tbe  bridge  company  bavtng  dissolved,  and  their  iDdividmtl  bond 
not  being  forthoominE,  tbey  can  netl  afford  to  be  perfectly  independent. 

In  the  mean  time  the  bridge  ia  rapidly  going  to  pieces,  and  but  for  repairs  put  on  it 
from  time  to  time  by  offlceni  and  mea  at  tbis  post  It  noutd  non  have  been  impassable. 

I  have  no  lumber  and  no  money  tomnke  other  repairs.    Tbe  county  will  not  touch  it. 

The  farmeia  who  use  it  daily  will  not  even  assist  in  its  preservation  sofai  as  to  baol 
a  load  or  two  of  material  to  save  tbe  approaches. 

I  rMpeotfulIy  urge,  therefore,  that  bis  excellenoy  Governor  Anthony  be  requested  to 
order  the  bridge  repaired  at  once.  This  will  not  inlerfeie  in  any  way  with  any  pto- 
eeedingt  oitaiiiat  tbe  company. 

Four  or  five  hundred  doUars  put  on  the  bridge  now  will  aave  oa  many  thonsanda  in 
■ix  months  or  a  year. 

Unless  tbe  government  is  willing  to  be  put  to  great  expenae  and  loss  in  tbe  matter, 
it  will  not  consent  to  await  the  alow  action  nf  asait  of  law  against  insolvent  and  non- 
iBsideut  parties,  but  will  hold  the  State  of  Kansas  direotly  and  immediately  respon- 
tible. 

The  boQorable  Secretary  of  War  having  called  upon  the  State  author- 
ities to  make  speedy  repairs,  the  governor  of  Kansas  on  Jane  20, 1877, 
replied: 

Without  nndertakiUR  toaffirmor  deny  your  claim  that  the  State  Is  faeld  to  tbe  United  * 
Statea  Ibr  tbe  repair  and  perpetual  maintenance  of  said  bridge,        *  *  no  ei- 

peaditure  can  be  made  for  this  purpose  by  any  officer  of  the  State  except  by  authority 
of  an  act  of  the  legislature  making  appropriation  therefor ;  nor  am  I  authorized  by 
any  exiiting  law  to  inenr  a  liability,  or  in  any  manner  pledge  the  credit  of  tbe  State 
for  mch  pnrpoee. 

I  regret  that  this  matter  waa  bet  brought  to  my  notice  in  time  to  have  placed  it  be- 
fore tbe  legislature  at  its  last  aesaion.  It  will  not  meet  again,  unless  convened  in  extra- 
ordinary session,  which  ia  not  probable,  until  January,  1879,  at  which  time  action  can 
be  had.  As  much  as  I  might  regret  the  inconvenience  arising  Ia  tbe  government  and 
the  War  Department,  as  olao  tbe  waste  of  property  incident  to  thia  delay,  it  ia  quite 
inipoesibte  for  me  to  prevent  it  by  the  action  yon  request. 

1  have  ordered  tbe  attorn ey-general  of  the  State  to  exhaust  all  legal  means  for  tbe 
Enforcement  of  the  obligations  of  the  bridge  company,  and  am  not  without  hope  of  suc- 
cess. The  qnettion  of  liability  on  tbe  part  of  the  atocbbolders,  aod  tbe  snfflciency  of 
the  aecurity  to  the  State,  wilt  be  teated  as  promptly  aa  poaaible. 

Pending  tbe  effort  to  force  the  company  to  meet  its  piain  contract  obligations,  and 
tkH  arrival  of  the  time  when  the  legislature  can  act,  according  to  the  statnmeDt  of 
Oeneral  Dodge  the  bridge  most  fall  aud  beoome  a  total  loss,  whereas  an  expenditure 
of  four  or  five  hundred  dollars  now  would  save  a  costly  structure. 

In  view  of  these  foots,  if  the  bridge  be,  as  claimed,  essential  to  the  United  States  for 
military  purposes,  I  would  suggest  that  you  proceed  to  repair  it  and  present  your  claim 
therefor  to  this  State.  This  action  will  enable  the  United  States  to  present  its  claim 
for  action  to  the  competent  authority  of  this  State,  and  thereby  secure  a  legal  and  equi- 
table adjustment  of  Its  claim. 

The  Secretary  of  War  having  directed,  July  17,  1877,  that  "if  the 
bridge  is  absolutely  necessary  the  Quartermaster  Department  may  repair 
it,  keeping  a  careful  account  of  tbe  expeuseo  for  presentation  to  the 
governor  of  Kansas  for  collection  from  the  State,"  the  customary  orders 
were  issued  from  thia  office  to  the  division  quartermaster  ou  the  30th  of 
that  mouth. 

On  Augusts,  1877,  the  department  commander  recommended,  *'  as  the 
State  of  Kansas  has  entirely  failed  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract with  the  United  States  in  this  matter,  •  •  •  that  tbe  lauds  ceded 
to  the  State  in  virtne  of  that  contract  be  repossessed  by  the  government, 
and  the  proiTeeda  applied  to  keeping  the  bridge  in  repair. 

The  Lientenant-General  of  tbe  Army  was  of  opinion  that  the  laud  had 
passed  into  tbe  hands  of  innocent  parties,  but  in  case  any  portion  of  it 
still  remained  in  tbe  possession  of  the  State,  he  concurred  in  the  recom- 
mendation of  tbe  department  commander. 
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Upon  tbis  recommendatioD,  on  the  28tli  August,  1S77,  "  tbe  Secretary 
of  War  thinks  that  do  further  sctioo  is  necessary  thaa  is  pointed  oot  ia 
his  indorsement  of  July  ]  7."    •     •     ■ 

On  August  31, 1877,  tbe  county  clerk  of  Davis  County,  Kansas,  trans- 
mitted to  the  War  Department  a  copy  of  resolutions  relative  to  the 
bridge  adopted  by  the  board  of  said  county  commissioners,  from  which 
it  appears  that  on  Monday,  the  20tb  day  of  August,  1877,  the  said  bridge 
fell  into  tbe  river,  thus  becoming  wortlitess ;  and  as  tbe  bridge  company 
had  become  wboUy  bankrupt,  both  collectively  aud  individually,  and 
that  Davis  County  being  in  no  way  responsible,  and  that  travel  to  and 
from  Junction  City  to  the  east  bciiig  entirely  cut  off,  aud  the  General 
Government  in  its  iuteresta  at  Fort  Biley  being  materially  damaged  by 
the  falling  in  of  said  briilge  aud  the  consequent  obstruction  of  travel, 
it  was  therefore  resolved: 


immediate  atttpa  toward  tbe  baildinj^  of  ■  permaDent  bridjte  oTer  aaid  river,  that  the 
general  travel  may  not  loDger  beiDt«riiipted,aDd  tbeobject«of  thegmnt  be  faithfully 
curled  oat. 

APPROPBIATION  FOB  BABBACE8  AND  QUABTBBB. 
The  amount  of  tbe  appropriation  for  barracks  aud  quarters  for  the 
•  fiscal  year  ending  June  ^0, 1877,  was  $1,150,000. 

Information  of  the  ramittauces  made  aud  their  classi&uatioa  will 
doubtless  be  found  iu  tbe  annual  report  of  the  finance  branch  of  this 
office. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  nothing  remained  unilrawu  at  the  Treas- 
ury, but  since  tbe  commencement  of  tbe  new  year  a  few  small  balances 
have  been  covered  in,  which  will  doubtless  be  required  in  the  payment 
of  outstanding  indebtedness  properly  chargeable  to  this  appropnatioo. 
STEWART  VAN  VLIBT, 
Aafitlant  Quarterwaater-Genetal,  U.  S.  A. 
The  Quaetebmastee-Gbsbral,  U.  a.  A., 

Washington,  J).  C. 
DocumenU  aocompanying. 
A. — Copy  of  contract  coveHD)}  conBtrnctloa  of  the  8bd  Antonio  depot. 
B. — Tracing  showing  tbe  aeveral  fronts  of  the  San  Aatonio  depot. 


This  agreement,  made  and  entered  into  tbis  seventh  day  of  June,  one  thouaand  eiRbt 
hundred  und  aeventj-aii,  by  and  between  Capt.  E.D.  Baker,  aaaiHtant  quartermaster. 
United  States  Army,  actmg  chief  ijaar  term  aster  Department  of  Teias,  for  and  on  be- 
half of  the  I7nited  states  of  America,  pai'ty  of  tbe  tlrst  part;  and  Edward  Bradea,  of 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  J.  W.  Angus,  of  Washington,  Distriat  of  Columbia,  transact- 
ing bnsineaa  noder  tbe  tlrm-name  and  style  of  Ed.  Braden  •&  Co.,  parties  of  the  second 
part,  for  themsel'veB,  their  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 

Witnessetb,  thac  the  said  parties  have  covenanted  and  agreed,  and  by  these  presents 
do  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  each  other,  an  follows : 

Article  1>  That  the  said  party  of  Che  second  pact,  for  and  in  oonsideration  of  the 
enm  of  eLghty -three  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  the  party  of  the  seo* 
odd  part  by  the  party  of  the  first  part,  in  the  manner  aud  at  the  times  hereinafter  de- 
eoribed  to  be  paid,  shall  fnrulsb  at  their  own  risk  and  expense  all  the  materials  and 
work  necestiary  in  tbe  erection  and  ooDBtruotion,  near  San  Antonio,  Texas,  of  a  stono 
building,  to  be  koowo  as  the  Saa  Antonio  depot,  and  vrithln  tbe  court-yard  inclosed 
by  the  said  drpot,  of  one  atone  watch  and  water  tower,  and  finish  and  complete  the 
same  in  accurdauce  nith  the  plaos  and  apeoiflcatioos  aud  not-ea  of  Capt.  Qeo.  W.  Davis, 
U.  8.  Army,  hereto  annexed,  which  form  a  part  of  this  contract,  said  building  and 
tower  to  be  covered  with  tin  roofing,  and  to  ba  entirely  completed  aud  ready  for  occu- 

Janoy,  aod  delivered  to  tbe  party  of  the  first  part  on  or  before  the  thirtieth  day  of 
nne,  eighteen  hundred  and  eeveuty. seven. 

And  It  is  farther  mntnally  agreed  toby  tbe  parties  to  this  contract,  that  all  tbe  mate- 
rials furnished  aod  the  work  performed  shall  be  of  the  quaUt]r  described  in  said  speci- 
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fication  And  notes,  Mid  subject  to  the  iospeotioa,  approval,  o^  r^eotion  of  the  chiet 
qDBitermaster  Department  of  TesM,  or  such  other  perwn  or  persons  bs  he  may  desig- 
nate for  such  datf ;  and  that  the  said  cbief  qnertermaster  DepaTtment  of  Texas,  or 
bis  ageota,  ahall  have  full  power  to  rejeot  any  material  or  workmaeahlp,  which,  In 
tbeir  opinion,  is  aot  io  ever;  reepeet  in  complete  ooDformity  with  the  aforesaid  plans 
and  Bpeciflcatloui ;  and  that  tbe  aaid  materials  or  workmanship  thuH  rejected  shall  be 
immediately  removed  from  tbe  premise*  b;  the  party  of  the  aeoond  part.  And  it  is 
fartbermutually  agreed  to  bj  tbe  parties  Co  this  contract,  that  the  party  of  the  first 

£rt  shall  have  full  power  to  make  such  alterations  in,  or  additions  to,  the  aforesaid 
scribed  bai1(liD)(H  as  be  may  deem  advisable,  the  natare  of  such  alteration!  or  addi- 
tions to  be  first  uiutually  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  to  this  contract.  The  ratva  of 
pay nient  therefor  to  be  tiied  hf  the  (Quartermaster- General. 

Ain\  2.  That  for  and  in  coDsideration  of  tbe  faithrul  performance  of  Che  atipulations 
of  this  aijreement  tbe  party  of  the  second  part  eball  be  paid,  at  the  office  of  tbe  obief 
qoartermaater.  Department  of  Texas,  at  San  Antonio,  Tei.,  aa  the  work  progressea, 
npon  monthly  estimates,  to  be  made  by  the  snperiu  ten  ding  offioer,  of  the  value  <if  tbe 
work  done  and  materials  delivered,  less  ten  (ID)  per  cent.  Upon  the  complelinn  and 
acceptance  of  the  work  the  retained  ten  (10)  per  cent,  to  be  paid  in  foil  by  the  party 
of  tbe  first  part. 

Art.  3.  'rbat  in  ease  of  &llDre  of  tbe  said  parties  of  tbe  second  part  to  comply  with 
the  stlpnlatioDS  of  tbls contract  accordiu);  to  tbe  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  or 
any  fitilare  on  tbeir  part  to  oomplete  tbe  said  depot  and  toner  within  tbe  time  hereto- 
fore stipnlated,  tben  tbe  party  of  tbe  first  part  shall  have  full  Doner  to  complete  the 
entire  work  or  any  part  thereof  remaiuinK  to  be  completed,  either  by  oontract  or  by 
days'  work  or  open  pnrchaM,  as  he,  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  shall  deem  to  be 
beet  for  the  inter^ts  of  the  public  setvioe. 

Art,  4.  That  it  is  expresiiiy  understood  by  the  parties  of  the  second  part  that,  in 
conformity  to  tbe  reqnirements  of  section  3^37  of  the  Reviled  Statutes,  neither  this  . 
contract  nor  any  interest  therein  shall  be  transferred  to  any  other  party  or  parties, 
and  that  any  snch  transfer  shall  cause  tbe  annolujeut  of  tbe  contract  so  far  as  tbe 
United  States  are  concerned;  all  rights  of  action,  however,  for  aoy  breach  of  this  con- 
tract by  tbe  conlractinfc  parties  being  reserved  to  the  United  States. 

Art.  5.  That  it  is  ezpreesiy  agreed  and  stipnlated  between  the  parties  to  this  con- 
tract that,  upon  tautaal  agreement,  it  may  be  changed,  altered,  modified,  or  abro- 
gat«d  in  whole  or  in  part;  bnt  nosoch  change,  alteration,  modification,  or  abrogation 
shall  entitle  the  said  Ed.  Braden  and  J.  W.  Angns  to  increased  rates  of  compensation 
over  tbe  rales  herein  specified,  'except  the  alterations  or  modifications  referred  to  in 
last  clause  of  art.  1  of  tois  agreement. 

AiiT.  6.  That  it  is  further  expressly  agreed  and  understood  that  no  member  of  Con- 
glees,  officer,  agent,  or  employ^  of  the  government,  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  or 
part  of  tbis  agreement,  or  denve  any  bene^t  to  arise  therefrom.  .•  4 

This  agreement  is  made  subject  to  the  approval  of  tbe  Quartermaster-General, 
United  States  Army,  Waslilngton,  D.  C.  In  witness  whereof  the  nndersif^ned  baT« 
bei«uato  subscribed  tbeir  names  and  affixed  their  seats  tbe  day  and  date  hrot  above 
written. 

[sBii.]  E.  D.  BAKEB, 

Captain  and  A.  Q.  if.,  U.  S.  A.,  AeHng  C)mf  Qoartervutler. 

[BEAi-l  ED.  BRADEN. 

[sitai.]  J.  W.  ANGUS. 

Witnesses : 

C.  BOLLINQBR. 

Obo.  W.  Davie, 

Captain  Fo»rUc»ik  Infantry. 
Obo.  H.  Uhiedbl. 

WaK  DBPARTHBMT,  QuaBTBRMASTBB-0KlKKB*I.'8  OmcB, 

Jul)  25, 1S76. 
Approved. 

M.  C.  HEIGS, 
QKar(erm(Ul«f--G«v<iI,  Bvl.  Maj.  Gtn.,  U.  S.  A. 
Interlineation  at  tbe  end  of  article  5  was  made  before  the  above  contract  was  signed* 
[SBAI.]  E.  D.  BAKER, 

Captain  ani  A.  Q.  if.,  U.  S.  A.,  AcHng  Ckirf  Qnartermatlar. 
[SUL.]  ED.  BRADEN. 

[SBAL.]  J.  W.  ANGUS. 

Witnesses: 


i  I,  Google 
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A  peroli  of  maRonry  U  25  cnlila  faet. 

Stooe  in  foandsCion  to  be  from  the  Qrej  btnk,  Sftii  Antoalo  (laftrriea. 

FaandalLODB  ma;  be  made  of  concrete,  nuiDg  thegrsvel  »ad  nob  alas  foaad  an  baild- 
ine-Blte.    It  must  be  washed  or  gifted  cle&r  of  all  earth  and  clay. 

Rosendale  or  Loniaville  cement  to  be  used. 

Saperfluous  earth  to  be  depooited  inaide  the  incloanre  wherever  indicated. 

Dniin-iiipee  to  be  o(  vitrified  earthenware  6  inchea  in  diameter,  tu  extend  from  Itao 
foot  of  the  tower  oataide  the  inclosare  350  feet  mora  or  Idas. 

Jointe  in  drain-pipe  to  be  made  with  cement. 

PampinK-eDgine,  fnmishad  aud  set  up  bj  the  United  States,  to  be  located  at  oearest 
point  on  Alamo  ditch,  which  is  aboaC  l,30ti  feet  from  foot  of  tower  eapply-plpe,  to  be 
connected  to  pnmpiui^'^nKiDe. 

Ezbauat-pipe  to  diMharge  into  drain,  andbeaapplied  with  aplugsnitedforaSH-inch 
hose- pipe. 

All  pipes  to  be  laid  2  feet  beoeatb  the  natoral  soTfice. 

rAlthongh  DO  stornt  door-silU  are  shown  on  plana,  the;  will  in  all  caaea  be  required. 

Coiling  In  watchman's  room  not  required  to  be  plastered,  aa  ceiling  of  wood  is  pro- 
vided for. 

Iron  I-beams  to  support  tank  should  be  12  feet  long. 

No.  7  Birmingham  gaage  boiler-plate  to  be  used  in  making;  tank  for  tower. 

The  appropriation  for  this  work  is  limited,  and  in  case  its  coet  ahonld  exceed  the 
fnnds  allotted  for  Ita  coostrnotion,  a  reduction  will  be  needed  in  ocder  to  bring  it  within 
the  appropriation. 

Bidders  are  therefore  invited  to  snbmit  their  proposals  for  the  atore-hoasM  tod 
wagon-Bbeda,  indicating  a  price  for  each  square  foot  of  plan. 

The  stvle  and  character  of  work  to  be  same  a*  that  in  apeoifi cations. 

GEO.  W.  DAVIS, 
Captain  Fmrieeiilk  Jii/aitfry,  {■  charge  ooMfmctian  of  Depot. 

Specifiaulotit  of  the  teorkmanihip  and  maleriati  rpjuired  In  Iht  treelion  of  a  lUm  tcater  a*d 
match  lowtr  at  San  Antonio  aepol,  Ttxat,  Iht  tame  lo  be  built  under  the  direetion  and  in- 
epection  o/  the  United  Sttttet  officer  in  charge,  and  in  accordance  with  the  draningi  made 
fir  the  tame  iw  the  Quartermailer-Gentrai'a  Office,  Waehington,  D.  C,  wAieA  draneinge  are 
hereby  made  apart  of  theee  tpecificationi. 

For  dimensions  of  building  and  genaral  arrangements,  see  drawings ;  said  drawings 
consist  of  a  complete  set  of  floor  plana,  elevatluus,  and  aeotionB,  and  aJford  a  full  and 
clear  illostration  of  the  deaign  and  character  of  *be  work  required  in  all  ita  easential 
parta,  and  any  work  or  materiid  clearly  indicated  by  aaid  drawings  shall  be  done  in 
the  bebt  manner  and  of  saitable  material,  whether  the  same  ahall  lie  specified  or  not. 


Tho  water  and  watch  tower,  to  be  erected  in  the  center  of  the  conrt-yard  of  the  San 
Antonio  depot,  Teiaa,  will  be  built  of  slone,  in  tbe  form  of  a  square  tower,  ita  baae 
being  fifteen  (15)  feet  and  ita  height  ninety  (90)  feet,  in  which,  at  the  height  of  aisty- 
font  (64)  feet,  is  a  watchman's  room,  and  above  this  room  a  water-tank  oriron. 

The  corn  era  of  the  tower,  from  ita  base  to  tbe  eaves  of  tbe  roof,  will  be  carried  np  in 
the  form  of  projecting  quoins,  alternating  large  and  small,  with  rook-work  face  and 
chamfered  edges,  and  on  each  face  there  will  be  a  projecting  balcony  with  a  stone 
floor,  supported  on  cnt-at^ne  brackets. 

The  atone  to  be  used  in  these  buildings  is  to  be  obtained  from  quarries  near  Saa 
Antonio,  some  of  which  have  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  United  States  for  use 
of  the  building.  II  is  a  soft  calcareous  stone,  mnoh  softer  than  marble,  and  woika 
much  like  Caen  or  tbe  other  soft  French  building- stones. 

MA80!4e'  WO»K. 

.  Ji^cararinn.^Digont  and  cut  away  all  impediments  from  the  site  of  the  proposed 
building,  and  eioavate  for  fonndation  of  tower;  fill  and  well  lam  earth  to  the  wall, 
and  cart  away  all  superfluous  earth  aud  rubbish  at  the  completion  of  the  building. 

Drain;  ^. — Excavate  for  and  lay  vitrified  drain  and  iron  wat«r-pipee,  with  tbe  neo- 
essary  traps,  bends,  aud  Jnnctiona,  wherever  directed  by  the  Unifed  Statea  offloet  in 
charge,  and  leave  tbe  same  in  complete  working  order. 

Foundation.— 1)16  foun d at ioQ- walls  to  coramenne  at  least  six  (6)  feet  below  the  natural 
surface  of  tbe  ground  at  its  lowest  poiut,  provided  at  this  depth  a  Kood  compact  soil  is 
fonnd  ;  if  not,  the  depth  must  he  increased  nntil  this  soil  is  reached.  To  be  twenty- 
one  (21)  feet  square  at  ita  base,  and  coutinned  up  solid,  with  the  necessary  footings, 
to  tbe  bottom  of  the  base  courae.     To  be  bnllt  of  large  atona  in  oonrsea  of  not  less 
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thaa  eighteen  (IB)  inches  Id  deptrfa,  well  beddMl  and  bonded,  and  laid  on  their  quarry 
bed  in  good  lime  and  cement  (half  and  half)  mortAr,  mixed  with  proper  proportions  of 
sand ;  or  of  concrete  of  broken  stone,  and  mortar  made  of  cement  and  lima  in  eqaal 
parte,  and  a  doe  proportion  of  clean  sand. 

Bate  eaarie. — To  oommenoe  at  tup  of  fonndation,  to  be  Sftaen  (]5)  feet  six  (6)  InohM 
aqnare,  and  carried  np  solid  to  bottom  of  brick  or  conorete  floonng;  from  tbeooe  to  be 
carried  up,  as  shown  on  drawing,  by  rectangular  walls  two  (2)  feet  niDe  (9)  lochea 
thick  to  the  heigbt  of  one  (I)  foot  above  the  natnral  snrface  of  the  ground  at  iu  hlf(b- 
est  point,  and.  with  a  waah  of  three  (3)  inches.  On  the  top  of  the  boM  coarse  odo 
coarse  of  slate  is  to  be  laid. 

Osier  watb.— To  oommence  at  top  of  base  oonrse ;  to  bo  two  (2)  feet  six  (6)  iaobes 
thick,  and  carried  np  with  that  thickneas  to  the  fnll  height  of  aeventy-Bve  (75)  feet; 
from  thence  to  the  top  of  tower  one  (I)  foot  six  (6)  inches  tbiok.  To  be  bniU  of  firat- 
clase  mbble-masonry,  witb  corners  of  hammered-stone  qnoins,  well  bonded,  and  laid 
in  good  Kme-mortar;  to  show  a  uniform  faoe  on  the  inside  and  no  projection  over  two 
(2)  inches  on  the  oalside ;  to  be  carried  up  plumb  and  trne,  and  all  oataide  joints  to 
be  well  pointed  with  cements  mortar. 

Atklar. — Baae  and  belt  course,  braoketa,  sopporting  balconies,  ooraioes,  and  floors  of 
balooniM  to  be  of  eat  stone;  (luoins  t«be  haniiuer-dressed ;  sills  for  doors  and  windows 
to  be  of  cnt  or  hammered  stone,  and  all  of  the  form  and  sbane  as  shown  on  drawing. 

ilricfc-WOT'Jt.-^Bnild  reotangalarwell  in  center  of  tower,  as  ana  wn  by  drawing,  of  girad 
well-bamt  red  brick,  or  of  stone  witb  flat  bods.  Lay  flooriog  oa  ground  floor  of  best 
qaality  of  hard  paving-brick  on  edge,  or  of  concrete  in  cement- mortar.  If  this  newel 
is  bnill  of  stone,  the  well  la  the  interior  for  pipes  will  be  oircalar  iu  plan,  and  of 
24  incbm  dlamp(«r. 

fed /rantM.— Properly  bed  and  set  all  door  and  window  IVames. 

ClRPBNTERa'  WORK. 

Tfmbtr. — All  limber  need  in  the  bnilding  to  be  of  good  clear  pine  or  oiik,  free  from 
knots  and  defects  of  all  kinds. 

Joitla. — Joists  for  watob-room  floor  to  be  3  by  10,  placed  sixteen  (16)  inches  between 
centers,  and  well  trussed  with  one  coarse  of  cross-bridging.  Water-tank  to  l>e  snp- 
ported  on  nine  (9)  inch  wronght-iron  beams  of  I-fomi. 

Floor. — Floor  of  watch-room  to  be  of  best  quality],  and  ceiling  of  }-inch  seasoned  bard 
pine,  not  over  five  (5)  inches  wide,  tongued  and  grooved,  blind-nailed,  and  It^d  iu 
conrses ;  to  be  free  from  knots  or  defects,  mill-workeil,  and  smoothed. 

Aoira,— Provide  and  fix  stairway  leading  from  gronnd  floor  to  natch-room — U)  be 
constructed  as  shown  on  detail  drawing — of  two  (d)  inch  plank,  set  into  waits  and 
bnilt  op  simnltaneoosly  with  them ;  landing  in  watch-room  to  have  a  good  enbsiantial 
hard-pine  rail  and  baloster. 


„     .  .  ant).    Also  seven  (7)  small 

jular-headed  windows  in  each  face  of  tower,  as  shown  on  drawing,  to  be  provided 

for  with  one  and  a  half  (U)  inch  hanl-pine  frame  and  single  sasb,  well  glased  with 

good  American  glass,  hung  on  binges,  and  fastened  witb  good  strong  bolts. 

Door: — Froal  door  leading  to  tower  to  be  made  of  two  (2)  tbiolcnesses  of  )  hard 

Sine,  strongly  nailed  with  wrought  nails,  well  clinched,  bung  with  five  (.'>)  laoh  iron 
ntts.  and  fusteaed  with  a  strong  store-lock,  and  mineral  furniture.  Also  provide  a 
door  for  stair  o|ieuiDKi  <o  be  hung  with  good  s trap- hinges,  and  one  five  (5)  iocb  ring 
and  bolt  for  raising ;  also  buck  support  fur  door  when  raised. 

Boo/and  comiee.— Roof  and  cornioe  to  be  as  shown  on  drawing,  properly  framed, 
with  ornamental  cap  aod  iron  vane  terminating  iu  tank.  Roof  to  be  sheathed  with 
good  merchantable  plank,  free  from  large  or  loose  knots  or  oifaer  defects,  and  covered 
with  either  the  best  quality  of  XX  bright  tin,  slate,  or  tiles,  as  may  be  hereafter 
determined  upon. 

Plaslrrin;.— Lath  and  plaster  the  ceiling,  and  plaster  the  walls  of  watob-room  witb 
two  (2)  coats  of  best  quality  lime,  sharp  sand,  and  hair  mortar. 

JtoK-vorlc. — Provide  for  and  set  ap  suitable  iron  railing  to  balconies  of  watob-room. 
Also  one  (1)  tank  of  boiler-plate  iron,  properly  rivetbd  and  calked,  to  be  made  nine 
(9)  feet  in  riinmeter  and  thirteen  (13)  feet  six  (6)  inches  in  height,  to  be  provided  with 
four  (4)  inob  iroD  snpply,  overflow,  and  exhaust  pipes,  placedas  shown  on  drawing, 
all  with  tlie  necessary  bends,  T's.  and  junctions.  Connect  supply  with  pipe  from 
enginc-hunsi',  nnd  overflow  and  exhaust  pipes  with  vitreBed  drain-pipe.  Also  provide 
for  and  set  eight  (8)  nine  (9)  inch  wrongbt-iron  I-beams,  ten  (10)  feet  eight  (8)  inches 

Painting. — All  the  inside  and  outside  wood-work  to  be  painted  witb  two  (2)  good 
coat!  of  the  beet  linseed  oil  and  American  white  lead,  and  of  such  tints  m  nay  bo 
selected  by  the  United  States  oEBcor  In  charge. 
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Glatiiig.—All  Uie  windows  to  lie  gUz«d  with  the  best  qnklitf  American  crown  glue' 
well  tinned  and  puttied. 

Cltanltig. — All  mbbiafa  of  every  kind  to  be  reoiOTed  dnrins  the  progreBs  of  the  bnild- 
Ing  wbeDever  nooeHurj,  and  at  the  comiiletiou  of  the  bnildiDe  the  preniiaes  to  be  left 
"  broom  clean." 

MaleriaU. — All  msteriHl  used  to  be  of  nood  qnalit.v.  The  entire  work  to  l>e  done  in 
a  neat,  Hubatantial,  and  workmaolike  manner,  coufarming  in  every  respeot,  1)otb  in 
ftirm  and  diniensions,  to  the  drawings  hereto  annexed,  and  to  the  complete  and  entira 
BatisCaotion  of  the  United  States  offlcer  in  oharge. 

All  labor  and  material  that  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper  completion  of  the  bnild- 
ing  which  may  not  have  been  mentioned  or  described  in  the  above  speciSoatious  afaall 
begone,  and  the  same  furnished  as  though  mentioned  therein,  so  as  to  form  a  cooipleto, 
well-appointed,  and  thoroughly  construoted  bnildlng,  ready  for  immediate  occnpatiou. 

tio  allowance  will  be  made  for  any  extra  work  which  may  be  claimed  to  have  beeo 
done,  UDleu  the  same  has  been  specially  provided  for  beforehand,  b^  a  written  agree- 
ment to  that  effect,  or  nnlesa  it  has  bean  done  upon  an  order  In  writing  from  the  chief 
quartermaster  Department  of  Texas.  The  price  to  be  paid  for  any  authorised  extrft 
wotk  to  be  approved  and  determined  npon  by  the  QuartermasCer-Qeneral  United 
Btatea  Army. 

H.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermiuter-Oeneral,  Btt.  Maj.  Gen,,  U,  S.  A, 

Quartermaster-Grnfbil'h  Okficr, 

U'aihingloa,  Mag  16,  1676. 

Spedfieathnu  of  Iht  KortcmanMp  and  materiaU  reqMlrfd  in  the  erecliim  of  a  itone  biiild~ 
ing  at  San  Antonio,  Trxai,  lo  bt  knoten  as  the  San  Antonio  Drpol,  the  lamt  tobe  buillHHder 
the  direction  and  jniprclion  of  the  U.  S.  officer  in  charge,  and  in  aceordanee  with  the  drate- 
i»g»  made  for  the  lame  in  the  Qiiartmnaeter-OeneraV»  OJBce,  Tf'aihingtonf  IK  C,  tekich 
driiieing*  are  herebi/  made  a  part  of  three  iperijicalioni. 

For  size  of  building,  beight  of  stories,  aoii  general  arraiigemnut,  s^  drawings;  said 
drawings  con  si  Rt  of  acomplHte  net  nf  ituor  pluus,  elevationa,  aod  seclions  and  afford  a 
fall  and  clear  illustcation  of  the  draigu  ami  character  of  the  work  required  in  all  ite 
essential  parts ;  and  an;  work  or  mattrial  clearly  iudicated  by  said  drawings  shall  be 
done  in  the  best  manner,  anil  of  suitable  materiiil,  whether  the  same  shall  be  Nprcified 


San  Antonio  Depot,  tnhehnilt  on  fonr  (4)aideaof  a  hollow  sqDsre,  each  side  six  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  (624)  feet  long,  will  conaiat  of  an  office  baildiog,  two  (2)  stories 
higb,  on  one  side  of  the  aqnare,  to  be  one  ban^red  and  sixty-eeven  ( 187)  feat  alz  (6) 
inches  long  and  thirty-three  (33)  feet  wide,  anbdtrided,  as  shown  on  plan,  into  rooms 
to  be  used  as  offices,  with  two  (3)  wines,  each  one  (1)  etorj  high  and  one  handled  and 
sixty-six  (16G)feat  lobg;  and  on  two  (2)  otheraides  of  the  square  nf  two  one  (1)  story 
buildings,  one  six  hundred  and  twenty-fbar  (€24)  feet  long  and  tbirtj-tbtee  (33)  feet 
wide,  and  the  other  foar  hundred  and  ninety-nine  (499)  feet  six  (6)  inches  long  and 
thirty-three  (33)  feet  wide ;  these  latter,  together  with  the  wings  of  olBce  bnllding,  to 
be  subdivided  by  fire  proof  walls  into  store-rooms  30  by  40  feet. 

These  several  baildings  will  be  connected  with  each  other,  as  shown  on  drawing,  by 
atone  walls. 

The  fourth  side  of  the  sqnare  will  be  completed  by  a  wall  t wen ty-fonr  (S4)ri«thigh, 
with  buttresses  on  inside  six  (6)  feet  long,  of  same  thickness  as  the  wall,  and  plaoad 
sixty  (60)  feet  apart,  against  which  are  to  be  built  w^on-sheda. 

The  stone  to  be  used  in  these  buildings  is  to  be  obtained  from  qnarriea  near  Sail  An- 
tonio, some  of  which  have  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  United  Statea  for  use  ot 
the  building.  It  is  a  soft  oaloareoua  atone,  much  softer  than  marble,  and  works  mnch 
like  Caen  or  the  other  soft  French  building-stones. 

£!:cc(i«a(fMi.~I>ig  and  cart  away  all  impedimenta  or  obstmetions  from  the  alte  of  the 


natural  aarfsce  of  the  ground  at  its  lowest  point,  provided  at  this  depth  a  good  compact 
soil  is  found ;  if  not,  the  depth  must  be  increased  until  this  soil  is  reached ;  to  be  laid 
in  good  cement  and  lime  mortar— one -half  cement,  one-half  lime,  and  adae  proportioa 
of  sand — and  to  be  twenty-seven  (2T)  inches  thick  at  its  base,  which  will  be  of  large 
stone,  or  of  cement  and  broken-stone  concrete,  and  carried  up  with  proper  footings,  as 
shown  on  drawing,  to  the  bottom  of  tbe  water-table,  which  ia  to  be  six  (6)  incbes 
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Ibick,  vith  *  wiab  of  two  (2)  toobaa ;  betwoen  the  water-tAble  and  the  lower  eonrse 
«r  all  wbIIs,  throDghoat  tbeir  entice  length,  one  coarse  of  alate  is  to  be  laid. 

ffUI*. — All  wftlls  above  the  watei-table  to  be  eighteen  (IS)  inchea  thick,  except  divis- 
inn-i*AlIaof  offlM  baildiog,  whiob  will  be  one  (1)  foot  thick  ;  to  be  bnilt  of  iintt-olasii 
nilible  mMoar;,  well  banded  with  freqnent  thiongha,  and  laid  in  good  lime  mortar 
mixed  in  proper  proportiont.  DiviBioo- walla  of  Htore-roomH  to  be  carried  up  above  tbe 
(•TcHof  the  building  with  slope  of  roof  to  apex,  its  top  coincident  with  upper  face 
of  dieatbing,  all  toahow  a  uniform  facaoo  both  side* ;  outside  walla  to  have  a  nnifomi 
bee  on  tb«  inside,  and  no  projection  over  two  (S)  inches  on  tbe  ontaide,  all  to  be  oar-  ' 
ried  Dp  pintub  and  tme ;  outside  joista  to  be  well  pointed  with  cement  niortar ;  the  ont- 
udeoomereof  tbebailding  to  be  marked  by  a  draught  of  not  lees  than  one  (1)  inch 
on  each  face. 

Coim«cling  or  inclaiurt  lealU. — To  be  eighteen  (18)  inchee  thick  above  foundation  and 
carrieil  up  as  abowu  on  drawing,  and  coped  on  tup  with  saddle-baok  dressed  coping ; 
to  be  eight  (tj)  incbea  deep  in  toe  center,  sloping  to  four  (4)  inchee  on  the  edge,  and 
fuar  (4>  inobes  pnjection  on  each  aide;  wall'of  wagon-abed  to  be  carried  up  to  ridge 
•if  roof,  with  opeQLDgBaHiibon-n  on  drawing. 

itcrt-^Build  piers  IS  by  18  inches,  aa  ^own  on  drawing,  for  support  of  posts  of 
wagon -shed. 

Cut  (Nhu.^A11  windows  and  dooT'Sills,  wat«r-tabte,  and  belt-oonrBe  of  office  bailding 
Ttth  a  proper  wash  of  not  less  than  two  (3}  inches;  and  all  door  and  window  Jamba 
iod  heads  to  be  of  cut  stone,  as  abowo  bjr  drawing.  Corner  and  arch  qooins  of  office 
bnildiDg  to  be  of  hammer-dressed  stone. 

IHmmingB. — All  ootside  doors  and  windows  to  be  trimmed  with  cat  atone,  as  shown 
bj  drawing. 

Flua. — All  flnea  of  office  building  to  I>e  bnilt  of  well-burnt  red  brick,  properlr  par- 
E'ted,  and  lopped  ont,  aa  shown  on  drawing,  or  of  eight  (B)  inch  burnt-clay  pipes. 
Tbimbles  and  covers  to  be  provided  for  and  set  wherever  needed. 

Bed-framri. — Properly  bed  and  net  all  door  and  wiuduw  frames;  inside  Jamb  of 
Kindowa  to  have  a  splay  of  three  (:l)  inches. 


Timhrr. — All  timber  nsed  in  the  bnildiog  to  be  of  good  pine  or  oak,  free  from  knots 
and  defects  of  all  kinds. 

•f«b(a. — Floor-Joists  for  1st  story,  office  building,  to  be  3  by  12,  and  8d  story  3  by  10. 
Ceiling-jolata  2  by  8,  all  placed  sixteen  (16)  inches  between  centers,  and  trussed  with 
(iiie(I)conr>'eofcrDS»-bTidging  in  the  centers.    Ailjoista  under  partitiooa  to  be  doable. 

Floor*. — First  and  lecond  Hoors  of  office  bnilding  and  that  of  veranda  to  be  of  best 
liality  jaeaannedhardpine,  not  over  five  (&)  inches  wide,  tonened  and  grooved,  blind- 
tiatted,  and  laid  in  coumes;  to  be  tree  from  knots  or  defects,  milt- worked  and  smootheil. 

Porti(iom».— All  panitiona  in  2it  story  of  office  building  to  be  solid,  and  conatrnctfit 
nf  alata  one  aud  one-fourth  (1})  by  tbre^fourths  (})  inches,  extendiup;  from  ceiling  tu 
fluor,  set  nearly  oprigbt,  but  obliqne  enough  to  form  a  Iattice.workwiCh  very  elongated 
tioles  or  openings,  and  plustered  solid  on  Ijotb  sides. 

These  slatB  to  be  wdl  nailed  tnKethfr,one  (I)  set  on  the  outside  and  the  other  flush, 
*'ilh  horiiontal  strips  three-fourths  (})  of  an  inch  thick  previonNly  nailed  to  ceiling 
ioi  flooring.  At  tbe  corni-rs,  strips  three-fonrthit  (t)  by  one  and  one-fonrth  (U)  inches 
thick  must  be  placed  Ui  receive  tbe  ends  of  slata  iu  and  from  the  corners.  Duior-framea 
tube  set  in  partitions,  with  suitable  cusings. 

pfteirt.— Provide  and  fix  stairway  leading  from  ground  to  second  floor  of  office  baitd- 
ioj;;  to  be  constructed  as  shown  on  the  draninga — one  and  one-fonrth  (IJ)  molded 
iriads  and  one  (1)  inch  risers.  All  st«ps  to  be  housed  intostringsand  tohaveretamfd 
nuaings;  to  be  glued,  blocked,  aud  tougued  together  at  both  augles,  aud  thoroughly 
■edgMl  np  aud  bracketed. 

Also  to  be  provided  with  proper  turned  bard-wood  newels  not  lesa  than  nine  (9) 
■Dchcs  iu  diameter,  five  (5)  inciies  molded  rail,  and  tarned  balnstars.  Btyle  to  be 
Miffed  by  tbe  Uuited  States  officer  in  charge. 

WUdoim. — All  the  window-frames  and  shutters  in  the  several  storerooms  to  be  made 
uahown  on  drawing.  Shattera  of  tno  (2)  thicknessesof  f  hard  pine  or  oak,  strongly 
nailedwithwroncht  nails,  well  clinched,  hung  folding,  with  wrougbt-irou  atran-bingea, 
uid  fastened  on  the  inside  with  braw  baita  (to  be  fnruiahed  for  setting  bj  the  Quar- 
■crmsstei'B  Department).  All  the  wiudoir-Oames  of  the  office  building  to  be  of  bard 
pine  or  oak,  one  and  a  half  (1^)  inches  thick,  and  Qtt«d  np  aa  shown  on  drawing,  with 
mnch  casement,  hong  folding,  with  three  (3)  pairs  of  three  and  a  half  (:4)  inch 
iitroDg  butts,  and  secured  with  brass  bolts  (to  be  furuished  for  setting  by  the  Quarter- 
nuEcr's  Department). 

i>oon. — All  atorerooiB  doors  to  be  made  as  shown  on  drawing,  of  two  (3)  thicknesses 
°f  j  hard  pine,  strong  nailed  with  wrought  nails,  well  clinched,  bung  folding,  with 
a»0Dg  wronght-iron  strap-bingea ;  one  kaf  to  have  iron  bolts  (to  be  furnlsbed  for  set- 
li:ig  by  the  Quartermaster's  Departuieul),  aud  the  other  a  strong  store-lock.  OutsidH 
16  w 
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and  iDtlde  doora  of  office  bailding  to  be  aa  on  drawing.  Hall  doors  to  be  fonr  (4)  fee*' 
tiii  (6)  inches  wide,  bong  double,  nitb  aide-liKbta  sad  trftDBoniH,  witb  molded  bar.  A I 
dooiB  to  be  dooble  fared  id  foDT  (4)  or  six  (6)  panels,  mnde  of  beat  hard  pine  two  ('2 
iDcbcB  Ihiok,  hang  with  five  (5)  inch  bntte,  and  fastened  witb  elgbt  (8)  inch  n 
locks,  and  plated  in rnitnre. 

Trimmi»gi~-A\\  doors  and  windows  of  the  office  bnlldiDf;  to  be  trfmtDed  on  the  insiilt 
with  sptaved  jambs  and,  beads,  witb  bead  caaingB  and  plain  molded  arcbitnTea.  Oat* 
side  door-jnmbs  to  be  paneled. 

Bases  to  be  ten  (10)  inches  hif[h,  vith  ogee-top  molding. 

Boo/a  and  cornlen. — Boof  of  sloreroom  bnildinga,  cod BisIiDg  of  principals  and  oommon 
rafteis,  will  be  aa  shown  by  detail  drawing.  The  princlpala  to  be  placed  twelve  (12) 
feet,  and  the  common  raflera  two  (2)  feet  oetween  centera.  All  the  timbers  to  be  ot 
tbe  following  sizes  :  tie-lieama  4  by  IIH,  klng-poeta  (donblej  1^  b;  6,  principal  rafters 
4  by  7,  Btnita  3^  b;  S,  wall-plate  6  by  tS,  pole-plate  t  by  6,  purlins  4  by  6,  and  common 
raftera  2  by  5.  Roof  of  office  bnllding  to  be  n-amed  ou  ceiling-Jnista,  as  shown  by  (In- 
tail  drawing,  with  timbers  i>f  the  following  sizes :  king-poats  (donble)  1  by  fi,  raftom 
2  by  6,  and  strata  1  by  6.  Roof  of  Terauda:  ratters  2  by  6,  plate  4  b;  S,  poata  fi  by  b, 
with  snilable  aawed  brackets,  capa,  basea,  and  ohamfered  edges,  and  ceiled  with  ottr- 
row  plank,  cloae-Jointed,  and  beaded  edgea. 

Roof  of  abed,  anpportrd  on  pcsta  and  connecting  atone  wall,  to  be  framed,  as  ahown 
by  detailed  drawing,  with  limber  of  the  following  aizca :  Poats,  8  by  S,  reating  on  stone 
piera  and  well  fastened  to  tbem  by  2  by  j-inch  angle-irons,  fonr  to  each  post;  wall- 
plate,  8  by  @ ;  strats,  2  by  6 ;  and  rafters,  2  by  8,  placed  2  feet  between  centers.  All  the 
several  roofs  to  be  sheathed  wilh  good  merchantable  plank,  free  from  large  or  loose 
knots  and  other  defects.  The  Bbeathiag-plank  of  the  storerooms  must  not  rest  on  tbe 
Htone  division-walls,  bat  butt  against  1  hem  ;  the  party-walls  are  to  ont  off  all  wnodeii 
Gonnectiou  between  the  roofs  ofthe  several  atorerooma. 

The  covering  of  the  several  roofa  to  be  either  of  the  beat  qnality  X  X  bright  tin,  or 
of  alate,  or  of  tilea,  as  may  be  hereafter  determined  upon.  All  coinicea  to  be  as  ahonii 
on  drawing. 

i'/af'en'ng.^Lath  and  plaater  all  ceilinga,  and  plaater  all  walla  and  partitions  of  tbe 
office  building  with  two  (2)  coats  beat-quality  lime,  aharp  sand,  and  hair  mortar. 

IVn-wtn-l;.— Step- flash  aronnd  all  cbimneys  with  the  best  qnality  of  XX  bright  tin. 
Cover  the  roofii  witb  tin  of  the  same  qnality,  If  a  tin  covering  be  decided  upon. 

SJate. — If  a  slate  covering  be  decided  upon,  cover  tbe  several  roofs  with  the  best 
qnality  of  rooflng-alatA. 

ill«. — If  roofing. tilts  uan  be  anpplitd  cheaply,  they  will  be  preferred  for  tbe  roof- 
oovering. 

/I'oB.MOj'it.— Provide  for  and  set  np  suitable  iron  railing  toveraoda;  alaotwo  donble- 
entcance  eatee.  Patterns  for  both  to  be  selected  by  tbe  United  States  officer  in  charge. 
Also,  1-iuvh  sqnare  iron  bars  to  all  onlaide  windows  of  atorerooms,  to  be  set  Into  the 
frames  li  inches  apart. 

Glazing, — All  tbe  windows  and  trannoma  of  the  office  building  to  be  glazed  witb  tba 
bent  quality  of  Aoiencau  crown  glasH,  well  tinned  and  puttied. 

PoJnHfljT- — All  inside  auil  untside  wood- work  and  iron-work  to  be  painted  witb  three 
(3)  good  coata  of  the  bent  linseed-oil  and  American  white  lead,  and  of  such  tints  as  may 
be  anlected  by  the  Uoited  States  officer  in  charge. 

Clratiing. — All  rnbbieb  of  every  kind  to  he  removed  during  the  progress  ofthe  build- 
ing wbeDever  Deoesaary,  and  at  the  completion  of  the  buildingtne  premises  to  be  lelt 
"  broom  clean." 

Ualeriali. — All  materials  naed  to  be  of  good  quality ;  all  lumber  and  timber  of  the 

floors  ai>d  joiner-work  to  be  well  seasoned,  and  ths  entire  work  to  be  done  Id  a  neat, 

.   aiibatanCial,  and  workmanlike  nmnner,  conforming  in  every  reapect,  both  in  form  and 

dimenaions,  to  tbedrawiniiB  hereto  annexed,  and  to  be  done  to  the  complete  and  entire 

eatisfaotion  of  tbe  United  Statee  officer  in  cbarge. 

All  labor  and  material  that  tney  be  neoeessry  for  the  proper  completion  of  the  build- 
ing, which  may  not  have  been  mentioned  or  described  in  Ibe  above  specificatione,  shall 
be  done,  and  the  same  furoiabed  as  thongh  mentioned  therein,  so  as  to  form  a  oompletv, 
well-appointed, and  thorough ly-constmcted  building,  ready  for  immediate  occupation. 
No  allowance  will  be  made  for  any  extra  work  which  may  be  claimed  to  have  been 
done,  nnleaa  tbe  same  baa  been  specially  provided  for  beforehand  by  a  written  agree- 
ment to  that  effect,  aigned  by  the  chief  quartermaster,  Department  of  Texaa.  The 
jirioe  of  ancb  extra  work  aa  may  be  thns  allowed  to  be  Used  by  the  QuarCermasteT> 
Ueneral  of  the  Army. 

H.  C.  MEIGS, 
QHarlimiatUr-Gnieral,  Brevet  Major-General. 

Quadtbrmaster-Genebjil's  Officii,  ifag  10, 1H76. 
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By  General  Orders  No.  112,  Acyntant-General's  Office,  Decembers, 
1S76,  toTta  Ko.  4,  <'  consoUdated  report  of  all  Koveinmeot  troops,  stores, 
&c.,  transported,"  and  form  No.  19^,  "  stAtement  of  paj-meots  made  ou 
account  of  traoeportatioD,"  were  diBcontinued.  Their  prejuiratJOD  iu- 
volved  a  large  aiuoant  of  labor,  and  it  was  believed  the  informatioD  they 
cobtaioed  could  be  obtained  at  less  expense  from  the  accounts  of  the 
djabarsemeut  of  the  tranaportatioo-fnnd  on  their  ezamiuatioD  in  this 
office. 

The  examination  of  these  acconnts  for  the  fiscal  year,  only  partially 
completed,  shows  expenditures  from  the  appropriation  for  Army  traus- 
portation  as  follows : 


ITMar*  of  tnvliit.  *«, 

p™™^^ 

PMght. 

T««L 

-asss 

n3,3wie 

»«.4«6fiS 

38,  win 

The  following  tables  exhibit  the  Dumber  of  rooney-accoantB  aoil 
property-returns  on  baud  at  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  ye  ir,  Ibe 
immber  received  and  examined  during  the  year,  and  the  aaoiber  remaiu- 
iug  on  baud  unexamined  at  the  close  of  the  year : 

Monts-aeeovnti. 


Eumlned  dnrlsg  the  ;ekt 

RenulniDE  on  band  July  1, 


BuDsluini  m  band  Jnl;  1, 1ST1... 
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it ihimMg  lie  amonali expended  baofflcartin  tht  Qiiartenaaiter't  Departmeat  during, 
ix  oosoiMl  0/  the  appr0i>riatitma/or,  Ihe  filcat  gear  ending  June  30,  lt(77,  anil  balancee 
ir  iawli  IS  far  <u  ihown  bg  aceoKitU  reoeivtd  at  Ihii  offlee. 


Kmim  of  office™. 

Balance. 

9,171  <3 

4'aOU  15 
1,«4  97 

716  39 
M9(B 
95  X> 
179  60 

T9,9»« 
3M,SW36 
90,856  85 

931!  840  03 

4^034  00 

997  70 
30,W5S7 

'■SS 

ii.4a4  8a 

9.  50S  15 
9^333  99 

9:39900 
9,BHe49 

■■as 
Si 

Hi 

5,003  05 
1,59119 

9.419  50 

75,116  83 

3,3(l7  0S 
47,  405  44 
17,333  89 

7,394  90 

T530  97 
3. 650  64 
4,919  60 

1:!!SS 

jiis 

399  18 

10  rs 

4,819  47 

699  93 

1.8«68 

|I0» 

.WS'."»;'ill'S?S;3S»:;:;:-::::;:;;:;::v.:-.::-. 

849  OC 

i*..<ljMtJ.g,.FIr«i;.Tjry 

113*3 

Alamos,  LknLH.R.Fonnb  Artillery 

B«etalte.»m.H.K„qi«rt«iii«>er.. 

1.000  90 

9,*60  09 
08,04186 

59  37 

WSm..  Llegt.  John  G-.Twenlr-eecond  Infantry 

919  89 

89  73 

IndW,  LiBpi.j.  H.,  SeTenth  JnUuitry 

taHUW.M^l.J.C'qoKtarmuler... 

1,604  li 
939,893  01 

rtliS'|-S«A'uSS5:::::::::::.:;:::::::;::::.-.::- 

I8T60 
35  93 

I,3<3BI 

(  ig.LiruLC.  t.,FOTtArtUl<iry 
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Onfl.  Lieut  D.  L.,  Slitii  Infantry 

Crawronl.  Ueat.M.,i<woDdArClllsr7 

Caahmin,  Llsut-E.Siitwnlb  lafimiry 

CllLrk^Lleut.W.L.,Twenly-tM^llni^tTy... 
Clmiire,  Lieut.  J. (J.,  Thiiteanth  Ii'- 


Cnibb. fjeut. O.  W..  Firth  Artillery... 

D«ndr.U«"'  ^ 

Diiifgaii.Li 


DeocMt,  Lk 

Dyer,  Lieut,  8,  A.,  Ti. .  _.j 

Vrow,  LUnC.  Geo.  A..  Thin .. 

Dravo,  LleiiL  E.  B.,  Siith  Cavalry 
Dftvls,  LicDt.  T.  E..  Fllteenth  Infill 
Db  L«Jiy,  Lleof  "'  ""        '  " 


A.  9.,  Seooud  InhDU-y 

■    -" — ity  thlrdlDfant*;... 
■•^-"■ivelry 


De  LaJiy,  LleabC.  ll.,Firtf«nthIiitkntry 

DuH, LjeuLH-C, Third  ArtiUery 

1>BDe,  U^.  J.  J.«  qiurtermAeter - 

DoughBTly,  LienL  W.  W,  TwwntT-MCond  Infantry  ., 
DaTrB«,Lreiit.W.9.,  ThliKwnthtnliintrj 


Ekln, 


depuly  qi 


Eiirlj-.LIout.  CoLA.a.  _       __ 

Echemon.  Cipt.  T.  J.,  auliisnt  qnartennaiiier. 
JOskrliltin  Capl.  R.  I.,  TirrDty-thfrd  iDfaatry ... 

£arDtst,Lleul,C.  A.,  EighUi  Infantry 

Ebitcln,  Lieut.  F.  H.  E..^irsaty-lln>I  InfantiT 
~     rett,  LleDLWIlilani,Faartll  Ai      ' 


Kdwan 

Fiirey, 


...  ITiral 


Cant.  J.  v..  aaaialant  qoartermaater. , 
h,  (Jape  L.  U  ..MtlFitaiit  qaartenuutsr 


Farley.  UiO.  J.  P.,  Onlnanee  Depattment . . 


Fuger,  UeuL  F,,  Feartli  Artlllvry  . . . . 

Foote,  Lieut.  Oenroe  F..  Elichth  Oavah 

Fesieaden.  Lieut.  3.  A.,  Fifth  Artlllen 

Foaler.  Capt.  C.  W.        ' 

Furcia(iee.LleDt.Ji 

Fleming,  Lieut  W. 

aiUUa.Cipr.  ■^••"'■ 

Grti " — 

GIbl 


liDeg,CBptE.B.,BHlatant  qi 
uilekCaptU.  J..  Ordnance 
uli^  Lieut  E.  B..  Blxlb  lafani 


qnartenniiii 


Department .. 


Sv 


Goard,  UcdL  A.  UcC.  HinateeDlli  Ii 

OerUeb,  Lieut  W.,  Third  Infantry 

Qreene,  Lieut  D.U..»lith  Cavalry 

Oore,  Lieot.J.M..TvreDty-«econ[|  Infantry... 

GnaiJD.Lient  J.  B.pFanrteenih  Infantry 

Oilbreath,CaptE.C..  Eleven  til  Intantcy 

Greene,  LlaDLRD.,  Engineer  Corpa 

Garvey,  Lieat  Tliomaa,  Pint  Cavalry 

""    ""    "     "  an..  Thirteenth  Intantrj 


Qoe,  Llent  J.  B.,  Tblneenlh 
Gutbie,  Lieut  J,  B..  Thirieent. 
GlSbrd,  Lieut.  J.  E.,  Seoond  Arlll 

EobartiCaptC,.  Third  Infantry..,.; 

Eomar,  Lieut  W,B.,Fiflb  Artflterr 

Hofman.LlenLW.E.,  Ninth  Infantry 

Eay.  Lieut  Charlei.  Tireniy-third  Inbotry 

Earwood.LlButPauL  Twentieth  Infantry 

Enaton,  Lieut.  J.  F.,  Twentieth  In&ntry 

Eannay.Llent.JebnW.,  Third  In&ntry 

Holablrd,  LleutCoL  S.B..  deputy  qiurtermBaler.geiieml.. 


Enghei.  MtJ.  W.  B.,qDtftenna 
Hoyt.  Canto.  H..  aulitant  qu 
Hqeldna.lleaL  J.  D,  C,  Tbltd 


TbltdArtlUt.,  .... 

Heath,  Llrat  Frank,  Oidnance  DepartneDt. 

Harria,  Llent.  H.L.,  Firu  AnlllKry 

BeintaelniBn,CBptC.S..ai  ' 

Hugzina.  Lleot  B.  L.,  SecoL 

He»».LiaiitF.W.,  Third  Anilk_.  

Soward,  Llent.  W.  T.,  Beoond  ArtlUety. 
Hall.  Lieu-  "  "    «'— — ••■  '-<■—— 


id  ArUllery... 


Ji  iDEutry. 

__ L\L.,TblrdUavalry.. 

Hamaer.  Lieut  W.  H..  Twentieth  In&ni 

EaU,  Lieut  W.  P.,  Fifth  Cavalry 

Hamilton,  Lieut  Jnho.  qirat  Infantry  . 
EanUn.  Llent  K  K,  aevantb  Infant^ . 


itiy... 
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LinLG««g«S..  El'bieeiittaliifiiDUy .. 

..^ilbrij.  UaaLG.  F.,  fonrth  AnUlery 

UiU.  Limt  JoMpb,  FaniUenlh  InfuitTy 

flu-WL  Cipi.  J.  T.,  Twenlj-tmrf  tnlMitrf ... 

HiUmo.  Lint  Jmbh,  Tvclftb  InGutn 

"-Kr,  L1«A  £<L,  Flnt  CttVHlry 

■pbnr,  Umtk  S..  Nii.'h  Uaralrv 

..B    ^i.—    «    .      *_-..■...  T^^j„,       


HarfrathiBi.'H'.  L.."TViiirih ,- 

pjlt.  UtBt  EU  D^  SKond  ArUlln-r - 


liplkCoLK.,*! 

lnr~U.»m.t 

lioiUUenLJ.  U.,  I^rat  A 


Jmbii. Lleot  J.  S..  Tenlh  C«valry 

Jun.  LiMt  V.  B.  W..  TicentT-tourtb  Inl 
Itmr,  LlcDt  U.  F~  Thirteenlb  lubolry... 


Ki=if.ij!!it.p''x.T-e"._...     

Six.  Lwol.  J.  S  ,  Tuolfib  Infuolry 

«™Uil.l4Bm.  H.  M.,  MMh  CbmItt. , 

Wiopon.  H.J.  M.  I.  qiiBnerma«l6t  

Iw.Cipi^J.O.C,  MsinUuiqnHrtBrTDWti'c 

UiL-euL  r.  W..  TireutlMh  IiifanUy  ..',".1!","'.'. .',",'.' 

i"lr,  iMaUJ.O,.  HlD«eiiiith  lufSDtry 

UlVJni.  LiML  H.C  .  Second  C*T*lry 

U»i«.  Limv  H.  W..  FounbCkvalry 

Iwr.LicaLp.Jr.,  Fonrth  Artilltrr 

l«<kbonngh.  Lint.  R  B.  R..  Twenty-Oftb  InluilrT... 
h-S.  Liral.  i..  Binbtb  C«T.lrj.-, 
!■>«.  luiit.U.  W.,Onliuiici)D«.    . 

liDn>Iii.LIegtS.H..  Tdnthliiruiiry 

U-hUbolGm  Flftblafkutry 

Utmod.  Ueut.  J.R,  Twaatythlrd  InhBtn  .. 

U'F  LieiLO.  II..  SlitacDlblnfulry 

Ljwr.Capt.  W.J..  NtDSMeDthlubutrT 

l*.  Unl.  J.  M:  NiDth  Infuitr" 
Uwwr,  LleaL  ffiUiam,  Sixtvei 

■c'i'liiLEic,  CpC  A.  J.,  ualiUi 

Mtr^bilk  Capt.  J.  IS..  ualiUnc  qnanaTiuu 

■(E«t«r.  Unit.  Sosael.  SbcodEI  lolulry 

U<V".  Limt  V.  P..  Fourth  Artillery 

KiliMBon.  UsdL  A.  B.,  Fint  ArtUlery 

Hwrix,!!.  UiBl.  T.  W..  SliUwDih  iufiuitry... 


JinTMi,  lieot.  J.  T.,  Tenth  C«t»1tt 

IU-™i9.  U»at.  H.  M.,  Fnnrtb  Artilliiiy 

KiAhIiIEl  Lieut.  J.  K.,  PIRh  ArUllen 

■'<'tlfb,  Unit.  T.S..KIiilh  Infantry 

loriH.  Limit.  CCSIiteeothlnfuitr; 

lite.  LiraL  W.A.,  KUbteantblirutiy 

pirr  Liaat  Jemea.  SocoDd  lalmMrj 

!>«.  Lieat.  J.  I^,  Second  labolry 

■X-iTiy.  Dent.  John,  Second  Artlllary 

■■('utty.  Cent.  W.  K..  Twentlatb  lorantTT 

bv1».lJ^vT.  D.,  SeooiHtArMlltrT 

■alWI,  Lient.  8.  J..  Fourteenth  In fnntry 

■•Bhird  LienL  T.  B..  Tfaineentb  iDtintry 

••i~iir(.LlrotE.,aDninBpr  Corps 

l<l>Tn»«t,  Licnt.  O.,  Fifth  Infantry 

'-■-  '■  -1.  A,  H,,  Second  Arlillecy 

.ILDeW,,  Twenty-flrBlloFulry... 

—  —r  „    ■. ntj-llitrd  Infujtry... 


l«iiaj.Lie _^ 

licteh.  LiMii.  F.C  ,  First  Anlllerr  

brMnoe,  Lient.  J.  D..  SerenlecDth  Inbntry . . , 

l«n«  LlMt  C  C.  FlntCii*elrj 

"•vusd,  Urat.  &,  Saoood  CnTalry 


«s 

v» 

I,8M3S 

a,»w8i 

KM 

^  SOU 

a,  tins 


9. 196  I 
409  » 
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Olmntoid.  LIsnlJ.A.,  ThlrtHDtblafutrr... 

O'Urien.LleaLJ.J.FuDrtblDrsatrj 

O'UoiiDell.  Llent  J.  J.,Flnt  Infantry 

Oate,  LiML  A, SaTcaUcnth  InTantrr 

O'Brien,  Lisnt.L.M..SeTenlHnllilDbi>tr*  .. 
Owood.  UenUR.B..  Tblnl  ArUUar;... 

Perry,  Llent,  Col.  A,  J.,  dipnij  qnai 

Polur,  Mai.  J.  A.,  quarMrmaaln... 

PIcroa,  Linut  F.  E.,  Hnt  Iiin>Dtry 

PoWB,tlenliJt.D.,  Third  ArlUlary 

fadiloot,  LlaDL  e.  H.,  Fourth  ArtlUerr 

Patl«r«>n.  Uaot.  Q.  T.  T.,  FDnrtcaalh  Innutry. . . 

PlUnao,  Llaot  JobD.OrdDUoeGorpa 

P<ilBDd,Capt.H.L.,Onliu«oeC«ri« 

PeBoey,  Lfant.  C.  G.,  Slilh  Inbntry 

Pitcher.  L<aat.W.L,,ElKtaUi  Inbatfr 

PBtlarHm.LieDtKIl.,Ftnt  Artlllsry 

ParkhnratLlentU.  I).,  PtrM  Cavalry 

Palmer,  LleaLQ.H..BIitsenlhInrBiitry 

Payne.  Llenl.  J.  A,,  MIoBtsautb  laliMtj 

qiilnn,UeuLJ.&.  EoidneeT  Corn 

Qainao.  LleQI.  W.  R.,  Foorth  Artillery 

QnliDby,  Llent  B.B..TwaDt.V'flnJilDfaatr7 

Qulaby,  Lieut.  Ira.  EIbtsdUi  InfaDtT)'. .. 


Hnoker.Col,  D.  H.,  1 


ttavnDlda.  UiO  C . 

BnblBKin.Capt.  A.G..aMlatant  qi 
J{oekwDll.Capt.A.F.,aHl>lanl  qt. 
B«llly.LtantH.J.,Finh  Artillery 


qBartaniiHtn-g*B«nl. . . 


D, Llanl. T.  JJ.,  Xlnetaenth  InhDIry... 

Rowoll.  Lieut  C,W..Sa«iudInf«nlrT 

Rioft  Lleot  W.  F.,  Twenty-Id 


eentta  liifiuitTy.., 


Qt  qnartarnuuter... 


Ray,  Lieut.  F.H..^I(hth  infantry  

Reynolda,  Lieut  A.,TiraDtleth  luFiiDtry 

Hiliim.  Limit  H.  P..  Twantj-flllh  lufaotry... 

BolilBaoo,  Llent.  W.  W.,  HeTSDlb  Cavalry 

Randall,  LteutE.L..  Fifth  Infantry 

Keed,  Uaut  W.I.,  SaTanth  Intkolry. . 
Kuhlan.  Lieut  Georve.  8eTenIeent£  tufa 

Kawolle,  I.lentW.a,  Becood Cavalry 

Rntherford,  Lieut  K.G.,Tireinh  Infant 

Roblnaon,  Lieut  D.,SeninthInraatrv 

Retdt,  Lteut  W.  J..  T«iily  aeormd  lofiintry... 

Rnwell,  Llent  E.K,,  F1r«  ArtHlary 

Ropaa  Lieut  J,  M.  Eighth  Ur—'" 
Ballon.  Lieut  CoL  B.,  daputr 

Scnily,  CaptV.  .. ., 

Smith,  Capt.  Q.C.  aaalfiti 
aitanit  CaptB.J.,  Miaial 

Slmpwm.  Cant  John,  BneL -,^„-, 

gaffa,  Lieut  Q.  E.,  Fifth  ArtlllarT .. . 
Seltmer,  Lieut  Cbariaa.  Third  Artillery   ... 

Shaw,  Lieut  R  a.,  flrat  Artillery 

SlmpHn,  LlentW,  A-.BeeondArtltlary.... 

Smith,  Llent  Theo..  Fifteenth  Infantry 

Stonch,  LleutU.  W.  II.,  Third  Infant)? 

Sweeney,  Lieut.  H..  Fourth  Cavalry 

Scott,  Lieut  John,  Foattb  Infantry 

ftiir»n.  Llent  H.  11.,  Seonnd  Inbutry 

Ftteranwn.  Lieut  J.D.,  SIfihtli  Cavab-y  .... 

SchwalVa.  Llent  F.,  Third  Cavalry , 

Smith,  LienLG.R.TwelftM If  .otry 

Rtafibrd,  LloiitB.R.;  Fifteenth  Infantry 

Stewart,  Llaat  W.  F..  Fonith  Artillery 

HtllIe,LlanLL.R.,Twenty-tbi>dInhntry... 
Stone,  Llent  E.W,,  TweDty-Brat  Inbat^  .. 

Phrlbv.  Lteut  LO.,  RliteenLb  Infkntry 

Smith.  Llent  L.TtlrrtArtlllaty 

Sullivan,  Mtj.  T.  C,  ConinilHaiT  Si 
Smith,  Llent  F.  A.,  Twelfth  luFanl 

t<turtita,C<i1.SIl..  Seventh  Cavalri 

Symona,  Llaot.T.'W.,  Engineer  Corpa 

Soantlinjc.Ueul.  J.  C,  Second  Anlllerv 

" T,  Uent  George  K..  Nineteenth  lofaotry... 


[utanb?,.. 


D,  Lieu 


) 
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^inlkotr;... 


Tnw,  lint.  T.  B..  Toorth  InEmtry... 
ThnpHD,  Liant.  J.  M..  T<r«Dt;.faiirtL  _. 

Twr.Ueoi.  W.,  Ttr»Bty-flfUiIiifciitry - -. 

'nitn.Ucat.P..Tinii{l8ih  Inlintrj 

Ttylar.  Uent.A.H.U.,  MlaetesDUilDfuitnr 

IijW.Lleat.D.II..  OrdDUDs  DcpaLTtmant 

TkMopna.  Ll«at,  J.P.,  TUtd  Inhntrj 

TntUr.  Uifit.  F.  S  .  FaBrteantli  Infiioti; 

Tttor.  Ckpk  OsoTse  L..  Sacoad  CkTulrj. 

.    Tabv.  Llcnt,H.S..E]iKlOMr  CoFH 

\    Tn«t.UiHit.JobaP.,T«iuit;-thlrdIiifutr7 

;    Tni^  LisatT.O..  BsTeDEeuth  Inbatrf 

\   T]1b.  Ll«iiLC.R.,BliI««lhIaIUi(r; 

'    liite.  Lkrat.Gen[tceMoM.,Tveotf-thlrdlBtui(Ty  .. 

!   rpkw,  Uaot.  F.  E_  FItM  Uanlrr 

TnSctandor.  Llmt  r.,Twatnhlaliuti7 

'    Vwea.  LlanLR..  NinMsutb  lofMtr; 

;   vinlUraLW.  B..Slil«eDthIiifwtT7 

,     Tumiii.  U«i(.eA,.SeT«ithCanlry 

I     <raMa.LI*at.C.A.,  KInHamthlnliuiCr* 

f    T(«iM.  Umb  A.  17..  Fltth  Artlllnr 

I    TiaOndate.LleotJ.T..SenDthlDtutr7 

[    IFbtle.  Lieat.JohDC,,FlrMArUlUT7 

I    W«k*.  ilii.  OsorcaH.,  qurterniuter 

.    Waacr.  UmlR,  S««iiidAnmerT 

K'ari  IJeat.  R  O..  MitMnth  Inlutn 

Van«r,  U««.E.U..Jr..  SeMod  Artillen 

VnUama.  LKratC.  W.  EtjchtMDtb  iDftmtiT 

W'aMoai.CapI.  JohnP.,  Camralaur;  SubaUtenoe 

Wat<IJnLF.K.,  FlntCaTalTT.  

Vanvo^UEBi.C.  H..  FoDTMmiA  Infiutrr 

Wafe-.  UaaL  W.  B.,  OrdDKDc*  DtiNUtniaat 

W«nBrtnr,Lleat.Uai.  PintUavBlry 

'WltfaBritl  LtBDt.  C.  T..  NinaiemUi  lDfuin7 

VaakerapaoD.  Ll*at.  W.  W.,  Twelfth  iDfaatty 

VMnwTickt,  Umt.  B.  P.  P..  rint  OtiIt; 

^"nm,  LleaL  B.  IT..  PlftMDth  lofiDtrv 

_  _taiBLLieai,A.,ThlrdInruti7 

nrUaaa,  UantOeoneS..  TwtiRblnfUtry 

r«dwsri.  Llaat.&  L.,  TcBthOTBlry 

~'-  '  BAii,Ueat.&E.,PlfUl(;aTaliT 

jtBr.  UaaLGeornO.,  FoDrtta  IntuilTj 

Voir.  UodLK-SMondAnUlatT 

lir— I  d«.  Capt  &  M-.  SItth  Owltr 

Ili«m«,  UsDC.  W.U..  KlnMnitli  Inflmtr; 

wl.  EJnt.  A.  E.,  Fnnrth  CkTdry 

■«ar«,  Capt  W.  H..  Fine  CanlTT 

sdacLtMLOL..  Twenty-third  iDflmtry 

wmmt.  Lienb  Haary.  TvsatT-fliDrth  Infaatr; 

UmtiIL  UaotA.U.  Withlnfiuitrr 

(■All,  LhratS-K,  Sliteoitb  InftDtn 

Ita^H.  LlMtQA..  Twantv-flral  In&Btrr 

iBK-  U«nLK  H..  Fmnh  IsfiHitrr 

tm^  Uaat.G»i^a.,SeTCiitlilDfuitry 


The  following  table  exhibits  tbe  number  of  wagons,  spriDg-wagons, 
—-abulances,  harness,  &c.,  on  band  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  tliu 
Iscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1877,  and  pnrchasetl  daring  the  year,  as 
Oiown  by  the  retnras  of  quartermasters'  stores  received  at  this  otQce : 


1^ 


;  A"".OOC^IC 


EEPORT  OP  THK   8ECSETABT   OP  WAS. 


Cordt. 

Tour. 

Bubl'. 

Wood  h  rd 

&1£ 

a,«B 

By  rednction  of  the  clerical  force  of  this  office,  oniler  the  law  of  An- 
gUBt  15, 187C,  this  branch  lost  six  clerks,  one  of  clasa  four,  two  of  elm 
two,  aurt  three  of  class  one,  and  as  a  consequence  the  work  of  examiuinj; 
accoQDts  and  returns  has  fallen  in  arrears. 

There  were  unexamined  in  the  flies  of  this  office  July  1, 1876,  acconntt, 

387 1  returns,  417 ;  and  on  July  1, 1877,  accountB,  1,458;  returns,  GSfi. 

Tne  other  work  has  been  kept  up.    To  keep  np  the  work  of  examinii- 

tioD  of  flCGOuQts  and  returns,  it  wilt  be  uecesHary  to  add  three  good  aui 

efficient  clerks  to  the  force  now  employed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  BINGHAM, 
Deputy  Quartermaster- General,  Brevet  Brigadier-Qeneral,  U.  S-  A. 
The  QUABTEBUABTBB-GEI4EBA.L 

of  Uie  Army. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Bingham,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  a$  to 
the  operations  of  the  clothing  branch. 


War  Depahtmekt, 
quabtebmasteb'g£nebai.'b  opficb, 

Washington,  D.  C,  Avgtut  28, 1877.    , 

Gbnebai.:  I  hare  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re|H>rt  of  the 
clothing  branch  of  this  office  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jaue  30. 187i ; 

The  clothing  branch  is  charged  with  the  purchase  and  inaaafuton' 
of  clothing,  camp  and  garriaitii  equipage,  the  issue  from  the  genenl, 
depots  of  sncb  aa  m»y  be  required  by  the  Army,  and  the  examinatimi 
of  the  accounts  of  officers  responsible  for  clothing,  camp  and  garnson 
equipage. 

Statement  A,  accompanying  this  report,  shows  the  clothing  bdii 
equipage  on  hand  June  30, 1876,  the  quantity  purchased,  maDofactared, 
gained,  sold,  expende<l,  and  issued  to  the  Army,  and  the  quantity  k- 
maining  in  depot  June  30, 1877,  subject  to  futnre  ordera. 

The  expenditures  on  account  of  clothing  and  equipage  are  girea  io 
the  accompanying  statement,  marked  B. 

A  claim  was  received  from  the  National  Home  for  Disabled  Volno- 
teer  Soldiers,  in  January  last,  for  1,487  suits  of  clothing,  or  the  equiva- 
lent, valued  at  $32,758.61,  under  the  Set  of  Congress  approved  Jaauary 
23, 1873,  grantiug  to  each  inmate  of  the  home  one  complete  suit,  ot  iu 
equivalent  in  other  clothing. 

Full  suits  not  being  on  band,  the  Secretary  of  War  authorized  aettlc- 
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ment  of  the  claim  by  issne  or  an  equivalent  of  such  articles  of  clothing 
as  were  aviiilable  for  the  pnr[)o»e,  but  directed  th»t  the  president  of  the 
iiatioaal  home  be  informed  that  this  depitrtment  cannot  au;  longer 
fnrniah  the  amount  of  clothing  required  by  the  home,  or  its  equivalenta, 
and  that  the  home  must  hereafter  look  to  Congress  tor  appropriations 
for  this  pnrpose.  Statement  E,  shows  what  articles  have  been  issued 
ander  this  decision  during  the  last  Uscal  year,  the  money-value  of  same, 
and  the  amount  still  due. 

Clothing  to  the  value  of  $31,739.83  has  been  issned  by  the  Quarter- 
master's Department  to  prisoners  eontined  at  the  military  prison  at  Fort 
Leavenworth,  Kans.,  during  the  past  AmrhI  year. 

The  appropriation  for  clothing  has  beea  reimbursed  to  the  amount  of 
$18,47.3  from  the  prison  appropriation,  under  the  decision  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  dated  June  H,  1377,  that  being  the  amount  specifically  esti- 
mated for  and  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  purchase  of  clothing  for 
military  prisoners.  There  is  a  deficiency  of  $13,264.83  still  due  to  this 
department. 

The  accompanying  statement  F  shows  the  quantities  of  clothing  thus 
issned,  and  the  mouey-value  of'the  same. 

Statement  G  shows  the  articles  of  clothing  and  equipage  issued  by  this 
department  to  Indian  prisoners  at  Fort  Marion,  Fla.,  and  the  sum 
which  has  been  collected  on  that  account  IVom  the  Interior  Department, 
amounting  to  $^,594.46. 

As  indicated  in  the  last  annual  report,  the  officers  on  duty  at  the 
Philadelphia  depot  of  the  Qaartermaater's  Department  were  directed  to 
attend  the  congress  of  shoe  and  leather  dealers,  assembled  at  Philadel- 
phia to  demonstrate  the  relative  merits  of  oak  and  hemlock  tanned 
leather.  The  result  of  the  observations  of  those  officers  is  set  forth  in 
the  very  fall  report  of  Oapt.  John  F.  Bodgers,  military  storekeeper, 
herewith  enbmitted,  marked  H. 

Beports  with  reference  to  the  serviceability  of  the  '25,000  worsted 
stockings  purchased  for  trial,  and  referred  to  in  my  last  annual  report, 
show  that  they  have  not  met  with  universal  favor.  No  more  will,  there- 
fore, be  procured. 

The  articles  of  clothing  and  equipage  exhibited  at  the  Philadelphia 
International  Exhibition  in  187t>  have  been  returned  to  the  Philadelphia 
depot  for  preservation  and  sjife-keeping.  The  United  States  Centennial 
Commission  has  decreed  to  the  War  Department  au  award  on  the  flags 
and  aniforms  exhibited  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 

Under  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  approved  January  26,  1877, 
200  old-pattern  woolen  blankets  have  been  issued  to  the  saperintendent 
of  the  Beform  School  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  attention  of  this  oOice  having  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
forage-cap  covers  heretofore  supplied  were  seldom,  if  ever,  required  by 
the  enlisted  men,  the  opinions  of  a  large  number  of  the  officers  of  the 
Army  were  called  for,  and,  as  it  appeared  that  nearly  all  of  them  were 
opposed  to  the  further  issue  of  cap-covers,  it  has  been  decided  to  dis- 
continue their  purchase,  and  tbey  have  been  omitted  from  the  8npp1y< 
table. 

A  supply  of  bnffalo  coats  and  felt  boots,  the  latter  purchased  from 
the  Berlin  Felt  Company  of  Ontario,  Canada,  was  procured  and  issued 
to  the  troops  dnring  the  ciimpaigu  ^against  Indians  last  winter.  The 
felt  boots  do  not  seem  to  have  given  satisfaction.  Officers  prefer  a 
common  moccasin  made  of  deer-skin,  or  the  arctic  overshoe  furnished 
by  this  department. 
16  W 
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GomplaiDts  were  received  from  tbe  Departmeut  of  tbe  Platte. tbat 
tbe  eeal-fikiii  gauntlets  faruiahed  were  of  inferior  quality. 

luveBtigatioQ  haa  denionatrated  that  theee  arlieles  are  not  adapted  lo 
tbe  military  service,  tbe  skins  of  which  they  are  made  becMi m in g  brittle 
when  dried  after  having  been  wet.  Those  purchased  and  issued  iirovnl 
to  be  in  esact  accordauue  with  the  standard  adopted  by  tbe  ijecrelary 
of  War  upon  tbe  recouimeiidation  of  the  board  of  offl<;era  couveunlbj 
Special  Orders  Jfo.  204,  Adjutaiit-Geueral's  Office,  1875. 

Tbe  qae»tioQ  of  continuing  the  supply  of  sealskin  caps  and  gauutlet« 
has  beeu  submitted  to  the  General  of  tbe  Army,  to  which  uo  te)il}  hai 
yet  beeu  received. 

Meanwhile  tbe  department  bas  endeavored  to  obtain  a  sample  of 
good,  warm,  wooleu  mittens  to  take  tbe  place  of  tbe  gauntlets,  and  it '» 
believed  to  have  suvciteded  in  procuring  a  serviceable  article.  Further 
action  in  the  matter  will  be  taken  hereafter. 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  strengthen  the  metallic  cap  omsmenls,  stub 
as  crossed  sabers,  rifles,  and  eagles.  They  will  be  made  in  tuluieif 
heavier  metals.  Standards  and  new  specificatious  therefor  haw  bevu 
procured  and  distributed  lo  oHicers  of  the  department. 

The  attention  of  tbe  Quarter  master- Gen  era  I  having  beea  called  to  ao 
adjustable  stencil  plate  recently  iutroduced  into  the  trade,  orders  bave 
been  given  to  allow  it  to  enter  into  competition  with  thoae  heretofore 
purchased  for  use  of  the  Army. 

On  examination  of  the  large  stock  of  hospital  tents  left  on  band  at  Ibe 
close  of  the  war,  it  was  ascertained  that  they  bad  deteriorated  some- 
what in  streogth. 

The  authority  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War  to  issue  tbem,  in  lieu  of  com- 
moD  tents,  to  the  enlisted  men  in  summer  camps  and  cantonmeols, 
was  therefore  obtained,  and  some  have  been  issued  accordingly. 

In  order  to  reduce  the  number  of  flags  issued  to  the  Army  aanuall.(, 
the  War  Department,  upon  the  recommendation  of  this  office,  decidr<l 
to  furnish  the  large  garrisou  flag  only  to  garrisons  on  the  Atlantic  ami 
Pacillc  coasts ;  tbe  name  of  the  "storm"  flag  was  changed  to  "post" 
flag,  and  is  faroished  to  every  military  post  in  the  country,  to  be  boislHl 
only  in  fair  weather.  The  ''recruiting"  flag  was  also  made  the  "storiu'' 
flag,  and  will  be  nsed  not  alone  for  recruiting  purposes,  bat  iilso  at  eaub 
military  post  and  national  cemetery,  to  be  hoisted  iu  stormy  weather, 

In  view  of  the  large  number  of  bugles  left  over  from  tbe  stock  oa 
hand  at  tbe  close  of  the  war,  and  the  frequent  requisitions  for  tbe«e 
instruments  from  foot-companies,  the  Quartermaster-General  recom- 
mended to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  promulgation  of  a  general  unler 
autburiziug  the  issue  of  bugles  to  foot- troops,  iu  addition  to  tbe  drum  aud 
fife.  The  order  has  beeu  issued,  and  these  articles  are  now  suppliei 
to  foot- com  pan  tea. 

In  order  to  test  the  practicability  of  making  shoes  for  the  Army  bj 
tbe  labor  of  tbe  prisoners  at  the  military  prison  at  Fort  Leavenwortb, 
Kans.,  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  tbe  lUth  of  February  last,  directed  tbal 
at  least  76  prisoners  be  employed  in  makingshoeH,  and  that  the  Quarter 
master's  Department  provide  the  requisite  tools  and  materials,  and  em 
ploy  the  necessary  civiliau  labor  for  tbe  purpose  of  carrying  on  tlM 
labor  as  prescribed. 

Machinery  to  tbe  value  of  t7,9(>5.44  has  been  ordered  parcfaBsedfoi 
.  the  prison  shoe-shop,  all  of  which  w'as  paid  from  the  prisou  appioprta 
tion,  except  $(>38.25  paid  from  the  clothing  approprialioD. 

Materials  estimated  to  make  about  8,000  pairs  shoes  have  also  beei 
pnrchased  from  the  approprialiou  for  clothing,  amounting  to  $13,S49.7! 
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or  tl.73  per  pair.  Tbis  does  not  iDclude  the  cost  of  skilled  and  prison 
labor,  nor  the  cost  of  transportatioo  of  materials  to  Fort  Leavonwortb, 
and  which  should  be  added  wheu  ascertained. 

The  cost  of  the  shoes  under  the  last  contract  was  91.86  per  pair. 

Tip  to  the  30th  of  June  last,  1,800  pairs  of  shoes  were  reported  as 
completed  at  the  prison,  and  ordered  to  be  tnrned  over  to  the  depot- 
qnarteruutster  at  Fort  Lenveuworth,  Kans. 

A  sample  pair  was  sent  to  this  oBic»  for  examination,  and  appeared, 
minor  deffcts  excepted,  to  be  good  nnd  serviceable. 

Au  allowance  of  brooms  to  post-BuhuoIs,  post-chapels,  and  post- 
libraries,  not  heretofore  provided  for,  has  been  made. 

Kersf^y  of  a  lighter  texture  will  be  procured,  to  be  made  up  iuto 
trousers  for  troops  serving  at  southern  statiouti,  as  soon  as  the  uezt 
appropriution  becomet*  available. 

A  supply  of  Hhiriiiigfianiiel,  of  lighter  ^juality,  purchased  during  the 
last  tiscnl  year,  has  been  made  up  into  shirts  at  the  Jeffersouville  depot 
and  ordered  issued  to  troops  serving  at  soulbern  stations. 

Upon  the  recommeudntion  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Ekin,  deputy 
quartermaster-general  United  States  Army,  10,000  shirts  have  been 
made  without  collars.  They  have  been  issued  to  troops,  but  thus  far 
no  reports  as  to  their  adaptability  have  been  received. 

Four  napmeters,  for  testing  clotb,  have  been  manufactured,  after  a 
sample  displayed  in  the  Russian  exhibit  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition, 
and  distributed  to  the  purchasing  and  manufacturing  depots. 

A  notching.machine,  for  use  iu  cuttiug  garments,  has  been  procared 
for  the  Pbitadetphia  depot. 

The  supply  of  Oantou  flannel,  for-  making  drawers,  left  on  hand  at 
the  close  of  tbe  war,  being  almost  exhausted,  measures  have  beeo 
taken  to  adopt  a  new  and  improved  standard  upon  which  future  par- 
chases  may  be  based. 

Xew  specifications  and  sealed  standards  of  the  following  articles  have 
been  adopted  and  distributed:  Woolen  stockings,  woolen  blankets, 
crossed- rifles,  crossed-sabers,  and  cap  eagles. 

Specifications  thus  fur  adopted  and  distributed  to  the  officers  of  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  are  submitted  herewith,  marked  I. 

A  new  tent,  the  invention  of  Lieut.  Uustavus  C  Doane,  Second  Cav- 
alry, was  recoDimeuded  to  this  department  for  adoption,  but  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  upon  the  recotumeudation  of  the  General  of  the  Army, 
rejected  tbe  same,  and  decided  to  make  uo  change  in  the  present 
standard  tents. 

The  subject  of  lining  the  capes  for  great-coats  of  the  enlisted  mea 
with  flannel  corresponding  in  color  to  the  facings  of  the  uniform  of  the 
different  arms  of  the  service  has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Qnartermaster-Geueral,  and  has  been  submitted  to  the  General  of  the 
Army,  who  has  decided  that  when  the  present  siock  if  overcoats  is  ex- 
hauBted  the  lining  of  the  overcoat  should  conform  to  the  trimming  of 
the  uniform. 

As  soon  as  sppropriation  becomes  available,  and  more  overcoats  are 
needed,  steps  will  be  taken  to  carry  into  efifeot  tbe  decision  of  tbe  Gen- 
eral of  the  Army. 

Orders  have  been  given  to  every  officer  on  duty  in  the  Quartermas- 
te^t  Department  to  see  that  each  article  of  clothing  and  equipage  issued 

by  them  is  marked  with  the  letters  -^  m    n 

This  action  was  taken  npon  the  representation  made  to  this  office 
that,  in  a  recent  trial  for  theft  of  a  dealer  in  stolen  government  clothing, 
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coQTiction  could  not  be  bad  owiug  to  tbe  fact  tliat  the  officer  responsi- 
ble ct>uld  not  »ffear  to  tbe  identity  of  the  clothiug  to  tbe  abaeoce  of  the 
U.  S.  marks. 

I'l  ronaequence  of  the  liberal  allowance  of  clothint;,  which  has  com- 
pelled the  Pa;  Departiueul  to  pay  annually  about  $100,000  for  clothiug 
undrawn,  the  greatly  imi>rove<l  quality  of  the  same,  aud  complainta  of 
the  iuauffidency  of  the  allowance  of  certain  articles  of  uoderclothiag, 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  Augnst  last,  authorized  the  allowaQce  of 
clothiug  to  be  fixed  as  follows: 

Altotoaace  of  clothing. 


Helmet — cavalry, light  artillery,  and  Signal  Corps — with 

trimmiDgK  complete I  1 

DrenB-capB,  with  triuimiiiga  complete 1 

Forage-cap I 

Uuiform-cofita I 

TrouBera !  3 

Sliirts 1  i 

Dnyien j  3 

Boots 1 

Shoes 2 

Stockings , *, I  5 

Blouaes 2 

6raat-coat 1 

Stable-frock  for  mounted  men i 

Oreralls  for  cogiaeers  and  mouDtud  men I 

Blauket,  woolen |  t 

Blanket,  rabber,  for  foot  troops 1 

PoDobo,  rubber,  for  moanted  troops 1 

White  Berlla  gloves,  pairs 8 


Mil 
3  !  I "' 


Issues  are  uow  being  made  to  conform  to  this  table  of  allowance. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  $1,250,000  will  be  required  for  the  purchase 
and  tiianufactnre  of  clothing  aud  equipage  for  tbe  Army  for  the  next 
fiscal  year. 

For  further  and  more  det-ailed  information  regarding  the  work  of  the 
clothing  branch  of  this  office,  I  refer  to  tbe  accompanying  statements, 
viz: 

A. — Statement  showing  articles  of  clothing  and  equipage  on  band  at 
the  priuuipal  depots  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  June  30,  1876 : 
the  gnautities  purchased,  manufactured,  gaiued,  sold,  expended,  and 
issued  to  the  Army  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  and  the 
quantity  remainiug  on  baud  at  that  date,  subject  to  future  orders. 

B. — Statement  abowiiig  expeuditures  on  account  of  clothing,  camp 
and  garrison  equipage,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 

U. — Statement  showing  amounts  received  from  the  sale  of  serviceable, 
uu serviceable,  damaged,  and  irregular  articles  of  clothing,  camp  and 
garrison  equipage,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 

O. — Statement  of  amounts  received  aud  expended  by  the  Quarter- 
master's  Department  on  account  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equi- 
page, during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 
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E. — Statement  showing  quaDtity  of  clothiog  issaed  to  thu  National 
Home  for  ]>isabled  Vohmteer  3olilier.t,  tiniler  tbe  a^t  of  January  23, 
1873,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Juuo  30,  1877. 

F, — Stateinout  showing  quantity  of  clothing  insued  to  prisoners  at  the 
United  States  military  prison.  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  during  tbe 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 

G. — atatement  sbowinc  quantity  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equi- 
page, sold  to  tbe  Indian  Burenu  for  tbe  use  of  Indian  primoners  coiitined  at 
Fort  Marion,  Fla.,  during  the  fiscal  year  endiug  June  30, 1877  ;  also  the 
money-value  of  same. 

H. — Report  of  Capt.  John  F.  Rodgera,  military  storekeeper  United 
States  Army,  on  the  sulyect  of  tbe  relative  merits  of  oah  and  hemlock 
tauned  leather. 

I. — Specifications  of  articles  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage, 
adopted  and  distributed  to  the  offlcera  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depait- 
ment  ap  to  June  30,  1877. 

K. — Statement  of  returns  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage, 
received  and  esamined,  and  of  letters  received  and  written,  during  tbe 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 

Ij.— Statement  of  tbe  clerical  force  employed  in  the  clothing  and  equi- 
page branch  of  the  Quartermaster-General's  OfiBco  daring  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1877. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  BINGHAM, 
Peputy  Quartermaster- 6mer(U,  U.  S.  A. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  0.  Mbios, 

Quarlermaater-Qeaeral  U.  8.  A.,  Wa»hingU>n,  D.  0. 


i. — Statement  $)uMiitg  artieUt  of  clothing  and  e^ipage  ott  html  /unt  30, 1876,  Ikt  quantilf 
purdiated,  MAait/iictu red,  gained,  sold  and  expanded,  ami  i»»»ed  to  the  Jrmy,  iii»t  lAe  quan~ 
tHjf  rmutinjii^  in  depot  June  30,  1877. 
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A. — StattmaU  ti«iiiittf  artielti  nf  clothing  and  eqitipage  oh  kand,  4^ — Contianed. 


s 

1 

j 

h 

3 
i 

1 

a 

s 

«,t84 

si 

AT. 
M 

1 

"<,666a«i>;9a6 

8,B0« 

"ios 

1 

''iBO 
l,3*i 

a,a35 

1^ 

« 

w 

'1 

§7 

as.'iso 

1 
lis 

103.  93t 

H-.on 
e.tir. 

34.470 
33,ia3 

-II 

l.OM 
6,  MS 

s,mI 

*s 

'!. 

trr. 

10,060  

ina,3M 

■si 

10. 000 

9,30« 

"Urn 

sa,:tsw 
4,000 

3,000 
U.-i'i 

13.  ja:. 

Ba,n<i 

KMi 

'i.'eoo 

»;iS 

Sh.-]|<.>ndfliiin«iroro«la 

16  3" 

so     63.  OW 

I  IM.1SI 

SM     M.MI> 
'"'300  -  70>M 

3iao,«« 

II  1  16,  JM 

'".:::'.'j-3Sb,!K 

S4  761 

S?^,tW\>n^; 

JSISSS-ar."."!::;:::: 

-,M« 

8WcliiiJB»,pair>     

tl7,  51-2 

II 

^276 

I^pnir. 

%:W. 

".SiS 

S97        1,0,-ifl 

Poiicl.oirrabb«r 

'*"'»S 

Iron  slnU,  oeta 

u 

61U 

I'WO 

is:  000 

a  miw 

1     30.  HI 

35     31,  .-.W 

Sl.tKA 

16.430 

ll<»(,uitol>.in,dnRl» 

H,173 

C.n.p'^.ttle. 

fiB,tf.l 

4:i?--"-r----''----- 

«-?? 

"i,'56is 

1M.TOT 

a4.TM 
66.508 

S6;ooi 

FlckaiM  

1  ■  50.0!W 

Dnmi,...* .■::.■"':.;:.', 

5S 

6,760 
II.SHS 

-W 

60      11, 3.'B1 

".      <^^ 

11  1     ijiT 

i,9M 

518 
VJ7 

i 

Truiuiwl  >Dd  htiite  mit  and  tu- 

'??^ 

13,067 

■■•"■  'sS 

BuQki,  Bompaayclolhlng  MtooBoC. . 

a,'s67 

8.S70 

Booki,  company  marDlng -rspott. . . 
Book*,  rtetxpMloldHorliitin 

1  isej 

alas 

<inABTBBM48TES-aBinsBAL, 


247 


a^tq«lpageo 

n  liand,  ^.-Ccmtf oaed. 

ArUelet. 

8 

1^ 

j 

I 

1 

1 

i 

5 

1. 

■Sfl 

1 

8 

S 

5 

B»k>.  »Fl         Ml  1  d 

a.  Ml 
J:  ma 

il 

MM 
«.  7,-)7 

«;«« 

SKI 
(S7 

'•B 

3,'ili 

ss 

u 

li 
4i 

iSI.:::::: 

3.i5e 

430 

i 

1.034 

*H5 

6,813 
I9S 

lea 

5.-.1' 
7,»oa 

»s 

io;»8S" 

Book..  p««  m*^R.rep«M 

fiS! 

fi 

11 

li 

71.10* 

•iS 

ia,%7«.-. 

7M 

OSiJ 

e« 
flia 

1^ 

'(99 

JI.OIH 

!!;S 

14,900 

118,  Ka 

879.1.16 

iOHS 
19,' 519 

!M7 

55B 

Ml 

iB.4no 
5.:jm 

las 

33 
63' 

ii 
":§ 

I0;S73 

Ii 

"i'M* 

10 

«it.nU.m« 

l.«W 

5,003 

^k-^-^'~"-'y:;E: 

s;«3 

S-Hi:*  ""■■■■■•■■■■ 

£ 

.!'.*?" 

"'s 

rimt!*,  uaniuiil  THrnllliie... 

Fla^cK.  hmUlwda  for  gariluu   ud 

13S 

*" 

i' 

""".wo" 

9,859 

S^itr^Vbi-;::::;:;;:::::;: 
SaiSlJiasUS-::::::::::: 

""m 

u.ax 

Kanr-r,t}iy-h\w.i.jn4m 

K"«,.-kj-bl08.!,r.rd. 

(^■DseLuBoruid.  i-uria 

M,«B 

JJJ,MJ 

149,539 

9,PW 
3;  303 

■"ao 

59,701 
»6S 

Black  fMU»  dolh.  r>rdi 

Wanted  »ml.j;rd« 

11,036 

3s,'ioo' 

51. 914 

WMTBtftllf  (Dbmltted. 
ir«B  DCPAin'HSHT, 


3.  D.  BINGHAM, 


:,..dty  Google 


248          KEPOBT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAS.  I 

B. — Statement  ehoaing  expenditaree   on  account  of  clothing,  Mttnp  and  garr'u«ii  n/Kii-i)- 
during  the  Jiecal  geiir  ending  June  30,  1877. 

Military  Divisioo  of  the  PaciHc S'I-It*""  'W 

Military  DivisioD  of  the  Atlantic aim 

Military  Division  of  the  Mieaoari Ij.ii;-:  •f, 

Depot  at  WasliiuKton.  D.  C Sir. 

Depot  at  Pliilaifelphia,  Pa 4Si,iftl  », 

Depot  at  New  York 1,*n1  a 

Depot  at  Cliioaso,  HI M,:i*'  rCi 

Depot  at  Saiut  Lonin.  Mo 'vi  m 

Depot  at  JeffefBQDville,  Ind 91,Wi:; 

Oeolugical  Bllrvoy  went  of  oue  hundredth  meridian K  H 

ColuiiiiiUB  Barrack",  Ohio iW  m 

Saint  Louis  Barracks,  Missouri IVr  .ii 

Treaaurj  aettlenienta :(,t;ui  Ai 

Total 651,  Itl  J) 

Beapectfully  Hnbraltted. 

J.  D.  BINGHAM. 
Depalg  Qttarterma»ter-G«Henil,  L'.S.J. 

QUARTBRMASTBIt-GRHBRAI.'s  OFnCB, 

tFMhington,  D.  V.,  Augmt  ^,  1877. 


C. — Slatetofnt  fhomjtg  amounte  reneiced  from  the  taU  of  lerriceahte,  «»»freioeahle.  iiina^'^ 
and  irregular  articlee  of  clolhing,  cnmp  and  garriton  equipage  during  Uc  final  iiear  ni- 
ing  June  30, 1877. 

Fiom  aalea  at  depota  and  poets  covered  into  the  Treasnry  credited  to  mis- 
cellaneouB  receipta (67,09:  M 

From  sales  to  otBcers  and  from  amount  credited  to  the  appropriation  on 
kooouQt  of  clotbiQK  overdrawn  by  eulieted  men 106. Mf  TJ 

From  sale  of  clothing  to  military  prison,  &c.,  minor  sales 22,.%  :' 

Total 196.613  S 

Beapectfally  snbmitted. 

J.  D.  BINGHAM, 
Deputs  Quariermatter-GeHeral,  V.  S.  i. 
QaARTBRMA9TER-GRNKRju.'8  Office, 

Wa*hi%gU>n,  D.  C,  Augutt  28,  1877, 


V.—Slaiemmt  o 


Beceived  from  sales  covered 
into  the  Treasury  to  credit 
of  miooellaQeoas  receipts  ..       67,097  90 

Total i    802,643  55 


Expended  for  clothing  and 

equipaffe ,  $KI.7i>l  3> 

Covered  into  the  Treasury 

fromsalea W.WTW 

Balance  in  Treasnry  June   ' 

),  1877 ,      83,751  » 

Total 802,  S43.^ 


KeapMtfnll;  snbmitted. 


ty  Google 
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E. — StaUmenl  (Aoirin;  qtuntttg  of  clothing  iuurd  to  the  NationaJ  Eome  for  diiabted  rofun- 
teen,  vnder  the  act  ofJanmirs  23,  liiTi,  during  the  Ji^eul  i/ear  ending  Jane  i!0,  1677. 

l,497Buitflorclotb[cg,at$32.0J $32,75fl  61 

BBlaDoe  <lae  the  Hoiue  as  per  statomeDt  G,  accoiiipailjiDg  lut  anuual 
report  of  tbe  clolbiDg  braiich 22 

Total as,  75c)  S3 

iMoed  00  acooQDt : 

5,998  great  coats,  at  gd.W 814,156  20 

l,6e-^Diiif(>rm  coats,  at  891  ceots 1,36«  :i8 

39  sack-coats,  lioeil,  at  dU^ceats 31  28 

859  Rack-tioatH,iiulinMl,  at  4!)}  cents 43f>  t>4 

11  blouses,  lined,  at  bO^enls H  tnJ 

303blon<ie8,  unlined,  at  49}  ceata 150  49 

eiiHuuLfoTai-jackeM,  uavulry,  at  46^  cents 309  GS 

yg  felt  hats,  Bl  81  cents 7  79 

443  forage-capn,  at  21  ceuts 12  18 

4  pairs  trousers,  at  gLihii 7  69 

3  pairs  boots,  \pegi!ed,  at  $1.24i 3  73 

5  pairs  shoes,  at  c2(  cents 4  11 

16,484  00 

Balance  in  favor  of  Home 16,274  B3 

B«epectfDllT  Babmitted. 

J.  D.  BINGHAM, 
Deputy  QaarUmuuter-Genmd,  C.  3.  A. 
QciRTERM4»TKK  Gbnbral'b  On'iCE, 

WankingtOH,  D.  C,  Augiut  2(J.  1877. 
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Q. — StaitMmtt  tAoidiif  ^wiNtltjr  0/  eWMng,  Mwp  »Hi  garriion  mtipagt  told  (a  tk<  IntUtm 
BunOM  for  «*#  of  fiMan  priwaerf  eonfintd  ai  Fort  Aforfow,  Flit,,  <biriats  ike  fi*Ml  Jiear 
ending  June  30, 1877,  al»o  the  mOMjf  ralue  of  M>M. 
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Beapectfally  (gbmitMd. 


H. 

PnnjiDELPniA  Dkpot  op  tdk  Quirtrrmmtrr's  Departmbnt, 

J'kilMlelpliia,  January  W,  1877. 
Brig.  Geo.  M.  C.  MEtOH, 

9Hiirf«rnia«t«r-Rtin«r<]I  F.  A  J.,  Wathinglon,  D.  C.  : 

(Throngb  Mi^.  J.  J.  Dana,  qaartermaater,  U.  B.  A.,  in  charge  of  clotbtng  depot,  Phil- 
adelphia.) 

GBifBRAL:  On  the  7lh  Jnly,  1876,  Mr.  Isaac  H.  Bai ley,  proprietor  of  the  Shoe  and 
Leather  Reporter,  New  York,  maile  a  reqneet  of  the  honorable  8ecretai7  of  War  that 
an  officer  of  the  Q 11  artertiias tar's  Departioent  uiij^ht  be  detailed  to  nttend  the  congresa 
of  taoQen  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  July  Vi,  Ictifi,  and  aMcertaiii  peraooatly,  b;  ob- 
MrratioD  of  the  tests  nbioU  were  there  presented,  the  relative  merits  oa  to  dnrability 
and  imperrioiisnesa  t«  witter  of  the  two  kinds  of  bark  <oak  dad  hemlock)  as  usad  for 
tanners'  purposes. 

This  rei]nest  did  not  reach  the  banorahla  Secretary  in  season  to  comply  with  Mr. 
Bailey's  wishes,  hilt  the  QuarMrmaster-Oeaeral  was  reqnested  to  direct  an  officer  of  the 
Qoarterm aster's  Department  to  examine  into  the  resnitaof  the  congress.  In  compli- 
ance with  this  reqnest  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  I  was  directed,  throngh  the 
otBoe  of  M^J.  J.  J.  Dana,  quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  Jnly  17,  1976,  to  ascer- 
tain and  report  the  oonclnsions  arrived  at  by  the  congress  as  to  the  relative  merito  of 
oak  and  hemlock  tanned  leather. 

On  the  18th  of  Jnly  I  visited  the  shoe  and  leather  bnilding,  exposition  gronnda,  and 
was  preaented  to  Mr.  Theron  Hkeel,  C.  E.,  who  was  appointed  by  the  oongrcas  to  eon- 
duct  the  experiments  allnded  to  by  Mr.  Bailey  in  bis  letter  of  July  7.  Hr.  Skeel  most 
oonrteoDsIy  invited  me  to  join  him  In  making  the  teats  called  for,  and  1  had  the  pleaa- 
nre  of  assisting  him  in  making  them.  The  resuU  is  given  below.  The  cougmss  had 
aiyonrned  to  meet  October  18  in  the  same  place,  At  that  time  (October  IB)  it  reas- 
Mmbled,  and  1  attended  its  proceedings.  On  the  19ch,  the  subject  of  oak  and  hemlock 
leather  wae  tntrodnceil,  and  some  time  was  taken  up  in  disoussiog  the  relative  merits 
of  the  two  kinds  of  taooages.  No  vote  was  taken  and  no  apparent  resnlt  reached. 
Both  aides  presented  claims  for  their  modes  of  tauniog,  and  the  qnestlon  was  discassed 
in  a  moderate  and  digniQed  manner.    On  the  20th  October  the  oonvention  adjanmed. 

Daring  the  entire  Mme  I  was  In  att«adano«  npon  the  cotiTentiim,  and  at  the  shoe 
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sod  le*tb«t  bi)ildli]|{,  th«  fprs&teat  oonrteirand  oonalderstfon  Wfts  sbown,  and  ever; 
foellitj  eitendod  Ui  me  to  forther  the  pUjeot  oi  my  preaenue.  Col.  D.  H.  Rnoker,  A*- 
■inantQuBrtermaBter-Geiierml, and  U^.  J.  J.I>anB,qiikrteTmBstflT,Uiiited  StateaArmj, 
vrere  in  attendaooe  npao  thfl  October  ssBsion,  and  at  iU  close  the  oonvenlioa  voted  i& 
tbanliB  to  the  hoooiable  Secretary  of  War  for  oomplying  with  iti  Teqnait,  as  made  bj 
Mr.  Ballsy. 

As  the  vexed  qneetioD  was  not  settled  by  any  of  the  testa  as  made,  and  as  the  oon- 
gtm  adjonrned  without  eipressinti  any  definite  opluioD  an  to  the  relative  merita  of 
oak  and  hemlock  leather,  it  Rurnipd  proper  for  me,  as  an  officer  of  the  Qnarterm aster's 
Department,  to  look  si  ill  fnriber  into  the  matter,  and  endeavor  to  acquire  Information 
that  might  be  of  service  to  me  as  an  inspeetor  nf  the  different  articles  made  ofleather, 
and  possibly  to  tbe  department  generally,  I  heg  leave  to  present  the  following  aa  th« 
result  of  my  investifiations: 

A  brief  description  of  the  chemical  and  n 
■nents  that  gn  to  make  up  the  material  knot 
not  be  ont  uf  place. 

There  are  different  modt-s  of  preparinu  the  eklns  of  aoitnals  to  prevent  pntKfoction 
and  to  adiipt  them  to  specific  purjHwes,  bat  it  is  what  li  known  as  tanned  leather  that 
I  particnlarly  allude  to. 

"  Tawed  "  leather  is  wmply  a  oiimbination  of  the  K'^li^tinoan  tisane  of  tbe  hide  with 
eomethinK  which  it  iuibihen  fmm  salt  and  alum,  proliubly  alumina.  It  ia  but  little 
nsed  in  the  QQartermaHter'B  DepBrtmeTt,  and  is  principally  purchased  and  Issued  for 
saddle  and  harae  atrinKS  under  the  nnntn  of  "whan*;"  leather.  When  wet  it  readily 
surrenders  the  salt  and  alum,  and  relumH  ibe  gelatine  to  its  original  conditiou.  It 
then  rFHemblee,  and  virtnally  is,  rawhide. 

Of  tanned  leatber  there  is  oaed  Id  the  Qnarterm aster's  Department  sole,  upper, 
baraeaa,  and  belt.  In  nanufactnring,  the  mechanical  treatment  varies  with  the 
locality,  the  material  nsed.  »iid  the  intorests  or  education  of  the  tanner.  The  chem- 
ical action  i»  In  principle  the  same,  althooKh  the  chemical  elemnnls  vary  in  strength, 
in  appearance,  and  in  producing  the  general  result.  No  two  nnbHtances  will  produce 
tbe  same  quality  of  leather  either  in  textnreor  color.  Much  of  this  isdoubtlessowing 
to  s  diRerunoe  in  the  tnnnic  acid  and  to  the  extractive  contained  in  tbe  tanning  ma- 
terial. 8()nie  contain  a  large  proportion  of  tannin,  but  do  not  lill  np  the  pores  of  tbe 
akin.  Slow  tanning  is  unq  neat  ion  alily  the  best.  Too  rapid  tanning  in  strong  liqnors 
IS  apt  to  make  the  leather  hard  and  brittle.  !□  weak  liquor  the  leather  is  flabby  and 
porons.  It  puts  mone^  in  the  tanner's  purse,  bnt  puts  upon  the  market  an  inferior 
quality  of  leather,  having  sometimes  a  fair  appearance,  out  containing  less  textile 
solidity  than  if  tanned  more  slowly.  One  hundred  pounds  of  hides  tanned  slowly  will 
yield  ofleather  at  least  15  per  cent,  less  in  weight  than  that  quiok-tanned  and  acid, 
plumped.  The  objfct  of  tanning  ia  at  first  to  destroy,  as  much  as  possible,  the  tend- 
ency of  the  skin  to  putrefy ;  ai.d.  secondly,  to  render  it  as  near  aa  possible  impervlona 
to  water.  It  consista  in  promoting  the  combination  of  the  gelatinona  tissue  with  ton- 
Dtn.  Ita  aim  and  function  is  to  cause  the  skin  when  dry  to  remain  a  fibrous  tisane 
withont  transparency,  bnt  pliable  and  compact.  Tbe  tanning  inflnence  is  not^xerted 
eotely  by  tbe  tannic  acid,  bnt  also  b.y  the  extractive  matter,  more  or  less  of  whiob 
always  exists  in  tanning  material.  Tanning  is  a  combination  of  Ave  principles — 
fibrin,  gelatine,  tannin,  extractive,  and  acid.  The  two  first  are  acted  upon  by  the 
etJier  three.  Tbe  tannic  acid  prucipilatos  the  gelatine  which  has  been,  through  the 
action  of  gallic  or  other  ai^ida  on  tbe  fibrin,  predinposed  to  the  union  with  the  tannin 
and  extractive  matter.  Kx  tractive  readily  nnites  with  tbe  gelatine  and  fibrin  ;  it  con- 
tains the  coloring  matter  and  givee  character  to  the  leather.  To  this  property  are  dne 
the  good  and  bad  qualities  which  make  one  kind  of  leather  better  or  poorer  than 
another;  which  give  it  firmness,  solidity,  pliancy,  or  which  make  it  parous,  flabby, 
Dnslghtly. 

If  leather  be  tanned  long  enotigh  to  make  a  perfect  combination  between  the  tannin 
and  the  gelatine  it  will  be  Impervious  to  water.  The  shin  of  animalx  consists  of  ttbrin, 
gelatine,  and  small  portions  of  albnmeo  and  fatty  matter.  Tbe  first  two  form  the  basis 
of  the  whole  tisane ;  Ihe  gelatine  is  soluble  in  water,  the  fibre  bnt  partially  so.  It  ia 
not  tbe  skin  which  is  tanned,  bat  the  prepared  skin  or  orium  ;  that  is,  tbe  akin  sepo- 
TStedas  mach  aa  possible  from  tbe  useless  parts  by  mechanical  and  chemical  treatment. 
The  prepared  akin,  when  wet,  ha«  the  appearance  of  a  tissue  of  milky  color ;  eeeit 
tbrongh  a  microscope,  it  appears  to  be  composed  of  parallel  fibres  without  oolor.  Dried 
skinsTnorease  in  weight  when  transformed  into  leather.  This  is  due  to  the  absorption 
and  retention  of  the  tannin  and  extractive.  In  saturated  infusions  there  is  less  ex- 
tractive than  tannin,  while  in  weak  Infnslons  the  extractive  predominates.  Hence,  to 
Mcnre  the  perfection  of  tanning,  it  is  necessary  to  expose  the'skins  to  a  weak  solution 
in  the  first  stage,  and,  lastly,  to  saturate  tham  by  slow  degrees  with  tannin  and  ex- 
tractive, so  as  to  hare  a  thorough  tanning,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  flexible  leather. 
By  exposing  the  sklna  in  the  first  place  to  strong  infusions,  the  leather  contains  bnt 
very  little  extractive,  and  ie  tanned  only  on  the  outside ;  tbe  center  cont^ning  bnt  lit- 
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tie.  Tbis  leatbpr  is  apt  to  be  liard  anil  brittle.  Expcrieuce  has  sbown  tbat,  to  secure 
perfectleatber,  ulloft  be  gflaliae  and  fibrin  of  tbe  original  skin  oiust  be  inade  to  combine 
witb  the  tannin,  an i)  that  in  tbemost  gradual  way.  It  isyosBible  to  iujiire  a  skin  by 
too  loujr  exposnre,  tbough  tbe  interestH  of  tbo  tanner  preelude  the  prolnbility  of  this. 
If,  on  tbe  contrary,  it  has  been  ex  posed  too  short  a  time,  it  nil!  b«  imperfect  and  wanl- 
iug  In  welKht  iiud  snliitity.  Weil-tanueii  leather  oiiKhl,  to  forui  a  homogeneons  body 
from  which  it  is  impunsible  to  extract  Qbriu  and  gelatine.  Leather  wbicb  absorlM 
much  water  Is  badly  tanned,  particularly  if  it  gains  muuh  weight  thereby.  Tbe  qual- 
ity of  leather  is  umially  ascertained  by  itit  funeral  appearance,  anil  by  cutting  it ;  that 
which  is  well  manufactured  presenting  a  bright  cut  and  a  bard  body.  It  is  everywhere, 
except  ou  the  hair-side,  of  an  ei|iial  color,  and  Uie  inside  bos  the  appearance  of  an  open 
nntmog.  Badly  nianufacturiHl  or  impaired  leather  sbuws  a  yellowish  or  blackish  edge, 
and  a  white  or  black  line  in  the  centre.  The  active  principle  by  which  tbe  skins  nf 
animals  ore  prevented  from  putrefying,  and  at  the  same  time  rendered  comparatively 
impervious  to  water,  is  called  tannio  acid,  or.  more  cummonly,  tannin.  It  is  found  >u 
the  bark  of  various  trues  and  shrnbs,  aud  especially  in  tbe  gall-nui.  It  is  fonoil  only 
in  perennial  plants,  and  almost  wholly  in  their  pornianeot  iiarts.  It  is  not  found  in 
poisonous  plants,  nor  in  those  having  a  milky  or  viscid  sap.  It  is  soluble  in  water  and 
will  precipitate  gelatine,  forming  what  has  been  called  t»D no-gelatine.  It  alao  pre- 
cipitates starch  aud  albumen.  The  hide  or  skin  consisla  principally  of  gelatine,  for 
which  this  vegetable  astringent  (tannin)  has  an  ntilnity.  The  uuiou  of  the  gelatine  ftod 
the  tannin  in  the  action  of  tunning  produces  what  is  kuown  as  leather. 

During  the  process  of  tanning,  the  hide  takes  up  ether  chemical  properties  than 
tannin,  and  these  prrperties  not  only  give  weight  and  color  to  the  leather,  bat  in  some 
coses  tliey  give  firmness  and  solidity.  They  do  not  necessarily  add  to  the  intrinsic 
value  of  the  product,  uor  do  they  in  many  cases  increase  the  resistance  to  attrition  or 
the  imporviousuesH  to  water.  Tannic  acid,  by  oxidation  (exposure  to  air  and  water), 
is  converted  into  a  property  called  gallio  acid.  It  is  not  as  soluble  in  water  as  tannio 
acid,  and  it  does  not  combine  witb  gelatine  or  gelatinous  tissue,  as  tannin  does;  henoa 
it  is  of  little  use  as  a  tanning  property.  By  many  tanners  it  is  looked  upon  as  a  posi- 
tive loss  of  tanning  material,  one  to  be  prevented  if  possible.  Other  tanners  argua 
that  the  presence  of  gallic  acid  is  not  only  useful,  bnt  indispensable ;  that  the  soaking 
of  the  hide  in  the  sour  liquors  (tauning  solutions  that  have  been  fermented)  which 
contain  a  large  proportion  of  gallic  acid,  expands  the  skin  and  facilitates  the  penetrn- 
tioQ  of  the  solutioo  of  tauniu.  Gallic  acid  has  no  primary  or  direct  iullneuce  on  the 
taoniug,  nor  does  it  play  any  active  part;  it  ie  simply  au  acid.  This  is  shown  by 
adding  gallic  acid  to  a  solution  of  gelatine;  no  precipitation  occurs,  showing  conclu- 
sively that,  whether  useful  or  not,  it  is  unavailable  in  couvertiug  skin  into  leather. 
Tba  expansion  of  the  hide  produced  by  gallic  acid  cau  also  be,  and  is,  produced  by  the 
osa  of  dilate  snipburio  acid.  The  latter  is  largely  used  in  England  aod  other  parts  of 
Europe,  and,  to  a  oertaiu  extent,  iu  this  country.  Its  advocates  say  that  it  is  equ*lly 
good  and  much  less  costly.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  gallic  acid  is  a  vege- 
table product,  while  snlphoric  acid  is  a  mineral,  and.  therefore,  less  homogeneous  than 
the  foriaer.  In  this  country,  sulphuric  acid  is  not  mnch  used,  and  it  is  unpopular  with 
many  manufacturers.  Its  use  is  said  to  disturb  and  injure  the  fibre,  and,  oouseqnently, 
affect  the  strength  and  pliability  of  the  material.  Leather  mad*  witb  mineral  acida 
presents  a  plump,  solid  api>earance,  but  is  brittle,  orocks  easily,  and  if  bent  abort  is  apt 
to  break.  It  creates  a  dark  color  under  the  graiu,  and  the  latter  is  generally  thinner 
than  in  non-acid  leather.  This  is  more  noticeable  in  sole-leather  which  has  be^i 
■weated.  Limed  hides,  from  the  alkali  contained  in  the  lime,  which  neutralizes  to  a 
great  extent  the  acid,  are  not  so  appreciably  affected.  Acid  leather  sells  generally  for 
a  less  price  than  non-acid  leather.  For  some  purposes  the  former  is  valuable  and  nse- 
ful,  but  for  Army  purposes  it  should  never  be  purchased.  Much  of  tbe  prijud ice  against 
hemlock  leather  comes  from  the  use  of  mineral  acid  in  its  tanning.  In  non-acid  leather 
the  gallic  aciil,  coming  from  the  berk,  and  therefore  a  natural  production,  is  only  nsed. 
The  scarcity  of  bark  in  Europe,  particularly  in  England,  compels  the  tanner  to  husbwad 
his  bark -solution,  aud  it  is  carufnily  watehed  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  its  fermen- 
tation, as  thereby  the  tannin  is  li>st,  aud  the  gallic  acid  produced  will  not  repay  bim- 
He,  therefore,  expands  bis  bides  with  the  cheaper  sulphuric  acid.  In  this  ouuntry, 
where  bark  is  comparatively  plentiful  and  cheap,  a  certain  quantity  of  gallic  acid  i» 
desired  by  most  tanners.    This  holds  good  particularly  of  the  oak  tanners. 

There  is  still  another  product  of  tannio  aeid  known  as  ellagio  acid.  It  is  insolable 
in  water  aud,  like  gallic  acid,  has  no  direct  tanning  influence.  It  is  said  to  be  tbe 
chief  agent  in  producing  the  bloom  so  highly  prized  by  lealher-denlers. 

The  depilation  of  the  bide  prepsratoty  to  tanning  is  performed  by  liming  and  by 
Bweatiug.  Tbe  first  is  the  oldest  method  and,  for  some  kinds  of  leather,  the  only  one 
that  should  be  used.  For  light  and  upper  leather  aud  for  belt  and  harness  leather  it, 
is  tbe  best.  Slaughter  and  green  salted  hides  are  generally  limed.  Oak  tanners  gen- 
erally lime  all  of  their  leather.  It  U  said  that  high-timed  leather  is  loose  and  weighs 
light,  and  that  it  wears  out  quickly.     It  is  also  said  that  the  liming  process  carries  off 
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much  of  the  geUtitie  aoi)  Atbamen  through  the  contact  n-itb  alkali  of  the  lime.  Lime 
is  sleo  Mid  to  form  with  taiiain  a  tannate  of  lime  which  detmctH  from  the  serviceable 
(jiialities  of  the  leather.  The  removal  of  a  portion  of  tlie  gelatine  by  liniing  tends  to 
soften  the  bide  and  reud"r  it  more  lli^Kil>lB,  leaving  the  ftbrn  intiict,  and  thereby  not 
affecting  the  strength  and  toughness,  bnt  leaving  it  with  Jess  uolidit.v  than  if  all  of  the 
fEKlatine  had  remained.  In  connection  with  the  liming  process,  and  Biib«equeiit  to  it, 
the  hides  are  sometimeH  eipo««l  to  a  solntion  of  hen  or  bird  manure  called  bate.  The 
ammonia  in  tfais  bate  uni<«H  with  and  eepamles  the  lime  from  the  hide  »nd  malces  the 
leather  soft  and  pliable.  Sole-ieatbtr  m  never  bated.  Upper  and  harness  leather  only 
■re  thus  treated. 

The  sweating  process  consists  in  placing  the  bides  in  what  are  called  STcpat-plts. 
They  are  small  structures  erected  on  the  same  principle  as  an  ice-honae,  with  an  inner 
and  >n  outer  wall,  and  the  space  between  till&d  with  some  non-oonductor.  Here  the 
hidw  are  suspended,  and  snbject«(l  to  a  teniperotare  of  from  50"  to  70°  Falirenfaeit. 
The  time  consumed  is  from  Inur  to  eight  days.  SwuRtiiig  is  but  another  uaiue  for  de- 
eompoaition.  The  depilating  Is  prod  need  by  Incinient  putrefaction  of  the  skin  and  the 
bairfallsofTor  is  readily  removed  by  this  partial  de composition.  Oreatcarelsretjuired 
u>  prevent  the  akio  from  advanciug  too  far  in  decompoaition,  as  it  would,  through  any 
corelFMuess,  be  seriously  injared.  It  bos  brao  thought  by  some  tanne:s  that  even  this 
partial  putrefaction  injures  the  bide  and  affects  itsTnlegrity,  thereby  detracting  from 
its  Talue.  Bomutimes  »  portion  of  the  gelatine  is  tost  also.  This  proceas  is  generally 
used  for  dry  hides,  although  occasionally  green  and  dry-snlted  are  sweated.  As  to  the 
relative  m«ritB  of  liming  and  sweating  tanners  differ.  Some  say  that  sweating  Is  de- 
cidedly better  for  sole-leather,  giving  more  weight  and  making  it  more  impervious  to 
water.  It  protects  the  gelatine,  -liliriu,  and  albumen.  7'he  leather  is  said  to  be  less 
porous  than  that  wbicli  has  bi>en  limed.  Some  tanners  sweat  and  lime  also  prepara- 
tory to  nsin^  mineral  acid.  It  is  claimed  that  a  very  excellent  leather  is  produced  and 
that  tile  acid  is  neutralized  by  the  lime.  In  sweating  there  is  nothing  to  neutralize 
the  acid.  I  am  told  that  some  of  the  BiilTalo  tanners,  who  turn  out  excellent  leather, 
sweat,  lime,  and  bate  before  using  the  acid, 

Sole.Jeather  is  generally ,  and  should  always  be,  manufactured  to  resist  attritiou,  and 
be  impervious  to  water.  It  should  be  thoroughly  tanned  and  made  hard  and  dense, 
taking  care,  however,  to  secure  as  much  pliability  as  possible.  It  is  generally  rolled 
after  it  cornea  from  the  tan,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  being 
film,  solid,  uniform  in  color,  of  even  thickness  and  heavy  weight.  It  is  the  boaviest 
leatber  made,  and  is  manufactured  from  the  skins  of  largo  animals  whoeo  hides  are 
Ibick  and  compact.  It  is  said  to  contain  no  Iobh  than  49  per  cent,  of  vegetable  matter, 
■nd  in  many  cases  it  gives  a  much  larger  percentage.  The  objective  point  in  tanning 
ule-leather  eeeme  to  be  to  secure  as  much  weinht  as  possible,  as  it  is  always  sold  by 
tfas  ponnd.  Too  often  bis  desire  to  make  money  tempts  the  tanner  to  unduly  expand 
the  bide,  and  thns  cause  it  to  absorb  more  tanning  material,  adding  to  his  prodt,  bat 
produoina  a  hard  and  brittle  leather. 

Upper-leather  req  aires  and  receives  different  treatment.  It  is  sold  by  the  square  foot, 
and  tuenfore  the  tanner  has  no  object  in  obtaining  weight  at  the  saorifice  of  pliability. 
It  is  tanned  in  weaker  and  sourer  liqnors  (lbolatt^o^  used  to  secure  plumnnesa  through 
the  gallic  acid  contained  in  it),  and  only  enough  tanning  material  is  used  to  secure  the 
gelatine  of  the  bide.  Tanning  too  much  is  apt  to  make  the  fiber  tonder — too  little 
gives  it  a  resemblance  to  tawed  leather,  so  that  when  wet  it  Is  like  rawhide.  Quit«  as . 
much  depends  upon  tlie  currier  as  npon  the  tanner.  "  Stutflng,"  a  preparation  having 
oil  for  its  base,  is  largely  need  in  dressing,  and  to  a  great  extent  takes  the  place  of 
tannic  acid,  making  a  soft,  smooth,  and  lle]ilble  material.  Upper-leather  is  limed  more 
than  sole-leather,  and  Is  also  deplete<l  by  bating.  It  should  be  firm  and  yet  flexible  ; 
■aootb  to  the  touch,  and  with  a  clear  appearance  on  the  grain.  That  used  for  boots 
and  shoes  (army)  is  called  "wax  upper,"  and  is  madefromtbeskins  of  cows  and  smaller 

Id  tanning  skins  for  bamess-leatheT  the  treatment  varies  ftoxa  that  followed  in 
makiDg  sole  and  upper  leather.  The  great  desideratum  is  to  oblain  tensile  strength 
and  flexibility,  and  at  the  same  time  to  tan  a  solid,  firm  leather.  It  is  made  from 
(laughter-hides  only,  and  the  best  quality  are  generally  selected  fur  this  purpose.  These 
hid«a  shonid  be  free  from  defects  or  blemishes,  such  as  cuts,  grub-holes,  and  large 
brands.  Horn  and  hook  marks  are  objectionable  also.  Itismostcarefully  prepared  by 
washibg,  liming,  and  sometimes  bating.  Great  care  is  used  lu  washing  thoroughly  the 
dirt  and  manure  off  Clie  skin,  and  it  is  carefully  handled  in  the  beam-house,  wliero  all 
nseleas  portions  are  removed.  As  it  Is  always  finished  and  blac^kitiied  on  the  grain  side, 
it  is  important  that  the  llcab  side  shonid  be  clean  and  Buinotli,  It,  like  up  per- leather, 
is  tanned  in  weak  liqnors,  and  a  large  percentage  of  gallic  aiild  ism'cded  tu  preserve  the 
Sbriu  and  make  the  leather  ready  to  take  the  stuSlng.  of  which  it  requires  a  large 
qoaotitr.  It  sbonid  be  well  scoured  and  worked  before  stulKng  to  secure  the  requlaito 
dsiibitity.  The  beat  harness-leather  is  made  from  the  hides  of  yonng  steers  and 
heifers.     Oak-tanned  harness-leather  is  nnquDBtionably  the  best  made,  partlonlarlj 
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when  fiuisbed  in  sumac  tan.  It  Is  firm,  elaatio,  pliable,  smootb,  and  brigliL  It  bw 
great  tenelle  Btreu(;th,  and,  when  well  tanned  and  curri«d,  will  ootliu  uij  a]n 
tannage.  It  takett  and  rutainit  its  color  betUir  than  an;  utber.  HarneM  made  fmti 
hemluck-ltatlieT  will  not  stand  the  wtiar  aa  well  as  oak.  It  in  very  diffionlc  to  maliP  ^i 
mellow,  nnd  at  the  same  time  bavea  firm  texture.  It  will  lie  more  affccttd  by  wrtlind 
and  drj'inK,  becoming  bard  and  liable  to  crack.  It  will  not  take  the  blackine  u 
readily  Eta  tlie  oak  ;  will  not  retaiu  tbe  black  color,  and  turns  red  after  a  wbile;  |r<||j 
not  Bew  as  eaaily  aa  uak-tannetl ;  it  becoraes hard  and  brittle  witb  age,  and  is ipin i^ 
the  Ibread.  ! 

The  prinolpal  requirempnia  for  belt-leather  are  amoothnttsa  and  bardneoa.  wiih  kA- 
oieut  flexibility.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  leatLer  which  has  the  "rralKi 
tenaite  Htrengtih  wilt  make  tbe  best  belt.  It  ia  well  kuowu  to  lealherdcalein  th.r  ^ 
pai'tially-tanned  hide  posiieaHea  greater  tensile  strength  than  one  thurunghl;!  taiinpl, 
and  rawhide  is  strougesC  uf  all.  The  beat  belt- leather  is  takru  from  Ihww  puti  uj 
the  bide  called  the  back  aud  the  bmt.  Here  t^e  bide  is  utiiforiu  and  evru.  miri  ili 
l«atber  ia  well  tauned-  Tbe  (ti^atesC  tensile  strength  of  h  bide  is  fiiand  id  tbr  iLinki 
and  belly,  or  that  part  which  runtaiua  the  most  fibrin  and  tbe  lout  jcrliilHi 
But  belts  mode  of  rawhide  aud  "ufful"  (tlanks  and  belly)  leather  will  nut  rrr.u 
their  shape,  ran  eveuly  aiid  smoothly,  uor  bear  equally  upon  all  parts  of  the  puilw 
and,  though  stronger,  nuald  not  answer.  Belt-leather  is  made  from  tbe  hidft>  of  itH 
larger  aiiiiuala,  and  is  tunned  very  much  aa  sole-leather  ia,  Au  experiment  iriu  nii>l| 
kt  the  Shoe  and  Leather  Buildiug,  Exhibition  grounds,  last  summer,  to  test  the  triisili 
strength  of  leather.  The  sketch  "A"  will  illustrate  it  fnlty.  The  ligiires  given  r«pr»'ii 
respectively  the  atrnln,  iu  pounils,  at  which  each  piece  broke  ;  the  permanent  clcm^ 
tlon  or  stretch  which  was  niaite,  in  fractions  of  an  inch,  and  the  weight  in  onocMau 
drachms.  The  piecea  were  each  eleven  and  three  quarter  (111)  inches  long  b;  l« 
(2)  inchea  wide,  and  were  taken  out  of  the  exact  portion  of  tbs  «de  OD  which  tbt 
ale  marked .  Theae  testa  were  made  on  one  of  Kiehle'u  macbioeB.  No  positive  n] 
can  be  given  for  testing  tbe  tensile  strength  of  leather.  No  two  sides  of  the  ua 
quality  Eii>d  tannage  will  give  the  same  result,  and  pieces  cut  ftoiu  the  samo  hid?  >bei 
a  marked  diflerence. 

To  prodnce  leather  two  principal  elements  are  needed— hides  and  tanoiDg  tmlcrit 
There  are  four  (4)  kinds  of  hides  nsed  by  the  manufacturer  uf  the  different  kinds  u 
quality  of  leather  moat  used  by  tbe  Quartermaster's  Department — "  flint,''  ur  "ill 
hides,"  '' dry -sal  ted,"  "  green-aaltcd,"  and  "slaughter.''  There  is  also  a  claesnlh 
"  dry -pick  led."  Slaughter- hides  are  tbe  akinaof  animals  slaughtered  in  the  nei^'hid 
bood,  and  they  generally  bring  a  higher  price  than  any  of  the  others.  Tbe;  »)tiii 
less  preparation  for  tbe  tan  aud  make  a  more  pliable  leather  than  either  of  the  uih 
dasses.  Hameaa- leather  is,  or  should  be,  always  made  from  slaughter  hi  ilea,  u 
moat  of  tbe  leather  tanned  in  uak-hurk.  They  are  generally  limed,  and,  iu  tbn  oia 
try,  are  plumped  by  gallic  acid,  though  1  have  aeen  Hlaughter-aole  which  bad  In 
plumped  by  mineral  acid.  The  slaughlur-hidea  of  the  West  are  coarser  than  Ili«« 
Hew  Englaud  and  the  Middle  Slates.  The  Army  spe<:iScations  call  for  "  upper  lulb 
to  be  the  best  oak-tanned  from  sUugbter. hides."  Dry,  or  flint  hideB.oome  froiuS-a 
America ;  the  best  from  liuonos  Ayres.  They  are  skina  taken  from  the  aniiualt,  ilri 
In  the  sun,  and  cured  without  sail.  They  require  softening  in  water  before  liming 
sweating,  and  great  care  should  be  oiercised  to  prevent  any  injury  to  the  dbet  int 
priicesa.  Dry  hides,  according  to  some  tauners,  make  a  softer  sole  leathet  Ifa 
slanghter,  or  green-salted,  through  tbe  process  of  softening;  but  this  ia  nut  I 
general  npinion.  They  are  usually  aw eat«d,  and  almost  all  brought  to  this  coast 
come  to  New  York  nr  Boston,  and  are  tanned  in  hemlock-bark.  They  make  a  tt 
solid,  heavy,  and  serviceable  material,  and  by  many  are  considered  tbe  beat  fur  m 
leather.  Tbe  Army  speciti cations  tor  boots  and  ah'oea  call  for  "  tbe  aolea  to  be  of  I 
best  oak'tanned  from  South  American  (commonly  called  Spanish)  dry  hid«M.'  ti 
hundred  pounds  uf  dry  hidea  make  from  one  hundred  and  aixty  to  one  hundreds 
eighty  pounda  of  leather.  Dry-salted  and  green-salted  are  indicated  in  characi«i 
their  names.  They  cume  from  South  America,  Texas,  and  remote  parts  of  thecouDi 
The  Texas  hide  ia  cooaidered  to  be  of  a  better  quality  than  the  Sonth  American  or  I 
Mexican,  owing  to  greater  care  being  uaed  in  taking  it  off,  and  it  brings  s  higl 
price.  Some  South  American  bides  are  greeu-salted  ;  but  these  mostly  go  to  £iin'pi 
marketa.  The  Bueiioa  Ayres  hldea  have  tost  character  lately,  owiog  to  caiv)«Ni 
in  taking  them  vS  tbe  auiuinls.  One  Landred  pounds  of  green  hidea  wUl  make  &i 
fottv-five  to  sixty  pounda  of  It  athet. 

"Hides"aTe  from  the  large  aud  tuli-grownl>easts;  "kip"  from  the  HmBlleroneenfl 
same  class;  "skins"  froui  calves,  shuBp,  goats,  and  other  small  animals.  L>aige  >l' 
make  thicker  and  heavier  leather  than  bulls  and  oows.  Bull-bides  are  ooaise-grail 
aud  thinner  in  the  back,  hut  thicker  in  tbe  neck  and  belly,  than  stten.  Cows  nti 
have  calved  several  times  have  distended  skina,  and  make  much  better  upper  or  o 
ried  than  sole  leather.  The  skius  from  large  cattle  are  best,  provided  tb<-y  are' 
flabby.    Skins  from  animals  slaughtered  iu  the  colder  months  giv«  5  per  cent,  ui 
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laatfaer  tbui  those  taken  in  flnmnier.  Tba  beat  bidea  ooroe  in  tlie  faU ;  the  poorest  ia 
tbe  epring.  Cold  we»ther  baa  great  eft^t  upon  the  quality  of  hides.  Those  from 
Ru«Bi»  aod  Cauada  are  ooaraer  that  those  taken  in  the  United  States.  Dry  liidea 
ireigb  about  tneoty  ponoda,  green  hides  about  fifty  poaiids  each.  It  is  im- 
proper to  work  dry  hides  aud  lulted  bides  together,  and  it  U  never  done  by  the  beat 
t*iinera.  Neither  ahunld  light  and  heavy  bidea  be,  as  an  unequal  aud  irro);nlaT  pro- 
doct  would  leeolt. 

The  cooventioQ  of  October  la,  1876,  made  the  following  olasBi fi cations :  A  green- 
WimiDed  bide  ia  oae  clear  of  hitrcia,  bones  of  all  kindii,  dwih,  sinewH,  binoil,  iniiiiure,  or 
other  offal.  Hides  (cured)  weighing  from  twenty-six  (^)  to  forty  (40)  puundit  are 
clashed  as  upper- leather  hides ;  those  froiu  forty  (40)  to  sixty  (GO)  imundii,  buff-leather 
hides ;  tboae  from  fifty  {HO)  to  seventy  (70)  pounds,  harness- leather ;  full,  plump,  clear- 
fiberKdfaidea  of  seventy  (TU]  pounds  and  over,  aa  aulx-leuther.  Coarao-tibured  or  apreudy 
hide*  uf  aeveuty  (70)  |>ouud8  aud  over  are  generally  split  aud  nsed  far  carriage-tops, 
collars,  bellows-top,  &,c.  As  much  deiiends  n[ion  the  hide  aa  npou  the  tanuing;  poor 
bides,  no  matter  how  well  hauilJed,  will  make  pour  leather,  aud,  altbiiiigh  a  good  hide 
through  bad  tanning  makes  bad  leather,  all  the  care  in  the  world  nil]  uot  tau  oommou 
or  damaged  hides  into  good  leather. 

There  are  quite  a  nnmbar  of  tanuing  materials  naed  iu  Ibia  coUDtry  and  in  Europe. 
Analyses  of  them,  though  made  by  the  most  celebrated  cheuiiats,  ahow  great  variationa 
ia  the  quantities  of  taunia  acid  and  other  tauiiiug  propertiea  oontaiuml,  and  bin,  little 
dependence  can  be  placed  upou  the  Ggnres  given.  Tlie  prineipal  taoniog  materials 
are  terra  japonica  or  gainbier,  catechu  or  ontch,  valonia,  divi-divl,  niyrabola,  out- 
gall^.  sumac,  aud  the  barlu  of  several  varieties  of  trees.    lo  the  United  States  the 

Eater  part  of  the  tauniog  is  done  with  oak  or  hemlook  bark,  aud,  be.voud  queatioD, 
ther  made  from  these  two  barks  ia  the  best.  Iu  Europe,  where  bark  ia  searce  and 
dear,  tanners  nae  almost  aoythuig  that  oontaias  tannic  aoid  to  eke  out  the  meager 
qnantity  of  bark  employed. 

Valonia  is  found  in  Asia  Minor,  from  whence  it  is  largely  exported.  It  is  the  acorn- 
cap  of  the  "  prickly- capped  oak  "  (the  acoru  contains  no  tannin),  and  is  very  riob  in 
tannii;  acid,  coutaiaing  about  40  per  cent.  It  la  an  exoelleut  tanning  material,  produo- 
iDg  a  hard,  Una,  impelmealile  leather  of  good  color  and  heavy  weight.  The  Eugliab 
tanners  use  this  material  largely,  aud  it  certainly  makes  exoelleut  leather  when  oom- 
bioad  vritb  solution  of  bark. 

Uyrabolao  ia  the  hnak  of  a  fruit  grown  In  the  East  Indies,  and  contains  upward  of 
2S  per  cent,  of  tannin.  Leather  tanned  with  (hismaterialisgeiierally  light  aud  porous, 
of  yellow  color,  and  of  not  high  repute. 

Divi-divi  is  the  pod  of  a  shrub  grown  in  the  tropical  part  of  America.  It  contains 
over  25  per  cent,  of  t«Dnic  acid,  and  tana  a  very  porous  leather  of  a  reddish-brown 
oolor,but  gives  great  weight.  It  iaootuiuoh  oaediu  this  couutry,  and,  from  the  quality 
of  leather  prodQced  by  it,  is  not  likely  to  be. 

Terra  japonica,  or,  as  it  is  more  commonly  called,  gambler,  is  largely  osed  in  this 
country.  It  tana  very  quickly,  but  makes  a  light,  spongy,  porous  leather  of  a  dark 
and  cloudy  color.  For  Army  purposea  it  ahonld  not  be  purchased.  Leather  tauued 
with  it  wilt  be  permeable  to  water,  and  will  wear  out  rapidly.  It  coutaina  about  30 
per  cent,  of  tannin. 

Catechu  ia  one  of  the  most  energetic  tanning  materials  used,  eontaioiog  f^m  40  to 
50  per  cent,  of  tannic  acid.  It  tans  poor  leather,  however,  of  a  light,  porous,  per- 
meable character,  and  in  color  a  dark-reddish  fawn.  Neither  gauibier  nor  catechu 
yields  any  of  the  bloom  so  prized. 

Nnt-galls  are  very  rich  in  tannin,  containing,  aooordiog  to  some  ohemiste,  no  lesa 
than  sixty-five  per  cent.  Leather  made  from  an  iulnsion  of  this  material  is  apt  to  be 
bard  and  liable  to  crack. 

Sumao  ia  a  valuable  tanning  substance  and  is  generally  used  as  au  adjunct  to  other 
materials.  It  coniains  about  thirty  per  cent,  of  taunio  acid.  It  mokes  a  soft  and 
pliable  Itatber  of  gcrod  color,  and  is  largely  n«ed  by  the  tanners  of  barn  ess -leather  in 
cotiaectioo  with  oak-hark.  It  te  also  need  by  hetulook  tanners  to  tone  down  the  pco- 
dact  of  tbeir  vats. 

Professor  Knapp,  of  Qermany,  has  been  experimenting  with  chloride  of  iron,  and 
claiima  that  he  can  tan  leather  with  it.  While  be  doiibtleBa  precipitates  the  gelatine 
of  the  hide,  it  will  he  long  ere  any  mineral  acid  will  take  the  place  of  the  simpler  and 
bettor  vegetable  materials  now  used. 

Cork-tree  bark  is  largely  used  in  Italy  and  Spain.  It  is  stronger  Id  tannin  than  oak- 
bark  and  is  energetic  in  action.  It  makes  good  leather,  bat  the  color  ia  dark  and  there- 
fore unpopular. 

Willow-bark  is  the  prinoipul  snbstanoe  nsed  in  Rnssia,  whioh  acooants  for  much  of 
the  very  ordinary  leather  tanned  iu  that  country.  Itia  vreak  iu  tannin,  aud  ieoue  of 
the  poorest  nateriala  known. 

In  EDgland,  coppice  and  mimosa  barka  are  largely  nsed.  They  mak^  a  solid  and. 
heavy,  bnl  brittle,  leather. 
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Onk-liark  la  one  of  tbe  two  Kubstoncea  most  commoDly  osed  io  this  onantry.  It  i« 
Btrnnge«t  iiud  best  id  VirjEinia,  Harvland,  Keotnckj,  tite  eoatbem  parta  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, ani]  tbe  lower  Ohio  Valley,  North  of  these  iocalities  it  is  poor  and  weak.  There 
are  several  varieties  of  it,  but  that  known  na  cheatuut  or  rock  oak  is  the  beat.  Yel- 
low onk.  commonlf  called  quercitron,  is  the  next  best.  It  is  largely  uaad,  in  extract, 
by  tanuerR  as  a  dye.  White  oak  makes  a  poor  leather,  bnt  a  pretty  color.  Oak-bark 
contains  of  pnre  tannin  from  Beven  to  twenty  per" cent,,  accotdiLg  to  age  and  locality. 
Al]  of  llie  leather  tanned  iu  tbe  Ohio  Volley  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  oak  for- 
ests is  tanned  with  this  snbatance.  ItH  product  ia  tbe  moat  expenaive  leather  sold  in 
tbe  market.  It  makes  a  firm,  solid,  pliable,  impurmeabio  leather  of  a  li^bt  attractive 
color  and  of  a  ricb  bloom.  It  Is  largely  nsed  in  England,  but  its  coat  ia  very  great 
there  on  scconot  of  its  scarcity,  and,  for  that  roaeoii,  valunia  aud  other  subatitutes  are 
added.  Wherever  it  is  iiaed,if  care  has  been  exercised,  tbe  resnlt  is  good,  serviceable, 
pliant,  and  hanilsome  leather.  In  thia  country  it  is  wortb  from  tea  to  twelvedoltan  a 
coid.  American  oak-tanned  leather  took  the  pri^.e  at  the  Vieuna  E](poaition  lST3,aDd 
it  commauda  a  ready  market  at  borne  and  abroad.  Oak-bark  is  the  oldest  tanning 
sul)8tanco  known  in  tbis  country,  and  from  price,  oolcr,  trailitionibabit.  care  in  mak- 
iug  and  tinisbinK,  oak-tanned  leather,  for  a  time  at  least,  will  remain  the  standard. 

Hemlock.bark.— Four  Jiflbaof  tbe  leather  tanaed  in  theUnited  States  is  tanned  with 
this  material.  It  grows  iu  great  abiiiidanco  in  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  tbe  elevated 
and  monutHinoiiH  regions  of  New  England  and  tbe  Middle  States.  Tbe  supply  is  prac- 
tically inexhanstible,  and  yields  a  cheap  and  valuable  material,  sucb  as  no  other  country 
pusscxaes.  It  contains  from  S  'o  15  per  cent,  of  pure  tannin,  varying,  as  in  oak,  oooord- 
inf;  to  locality  aud  species.  There  is  probably  no  particalar  diflerence  in  tbe  tannic 
acid  produced  from  oak  and  hemlock  barks,  bnt  there  ia  a  marked  difference  in  tbe 
color,  and  a  perceplible  difference  in  the  character  of  the  leather  tanned  by  them.  It 
is  said  that  toe  red  color  in  bemlock-tanued  leather  is  in  the  form  of  little  Klolialea  of 
reain,  which  cannot  be  removed  by  any  of  the  knuwa  processes  of  filtering  bark.  An 
agent  has  been  found  (so  report  says)  that  will  cut  tbe  resinous  elobule,  ana  by  mnDiog 
tbe  liqnoT  tbrougb  bone  charcoal  it  comes  oat  clear  and  colorless.  This  it  is  said  can 
be  done  withoot  impairing  the  quality  of  the  bark,  and  it  mayor  may  not  be  trne.  It 
is  probable,  however,  that  science  will  sooner  or  later  solve  some  of  the  problems  which 
now  vex  the  mind  of  the  manufacturer,  and  that  the  ol(jectionable  color  of  hemlock-tan 
will  bu  modified,  and  that  without  injury  to  tbe  product.  Unquestionably  tbe  extract- 
ive matter  of  the  two  barka,  oak  and  hemlock,  are  unlike.  Tbe  tanning  properties 
yielded  by  all  coniferous  trees  contain  more  or  less  of  resinous  or  gummy  subatancea. 
I'be  extractive  of  hemlock  bark  would  therefore  be  likely  to.  and  certainly  does,  con- 
tain a  certain  quantity  of  reainons  matter.  Tbe  tendency  of  tbia-matter  is  to  nuite 
with  the  gelatiiiH  of  the  hide  and  hold  the  fiber  so  firmly  packed  that  great  rigidity  and 
solidity  are  imparl-ed  to  the  leather.  In  sole-leather  the  tendency  it  to  rasp  off  the 
fiber  on  acconnt  of  tbia  rigidity,  and  this  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  hemlock  aole-leather 
is  sometimea  brittle  and  likely  to  crack  if  subjected  to  a  short  bend.  It  also  has  a 
tendency  to  make  the  leather  harder  and  atiffer  with  age,  ao  that  it  is  difficult  to  sew 
it.  For  Army  boots  aud  abocs  tbia  ia  not  now  as  great  an  objection  aa  formerly,  aa  the 
npper  and  solaare  fastened  together  by  a  brass  acruw.  Tbeoolorofalausbter  hemlock- 
leather  U  bett^ir  than  that  from  dry  hides  and  it  ia  more  pliable  than  (hat  made  from 
dry  or  salted  hides.  Hemlock-tanned  leather  ia  tirm,  solid,  cloee-Krained,  heavy,  and 
impermeable  to  water.  Tbe  color  is  red,  which  ia  one  of  the  principal  objectiona  to  it- 
Leather  is  tanned  witb  heoilock-bark  in  very  much  lesa  time  than  ia  possible  with  oak- 
bark,  and  it  ia  aaid  that  some  tanners  have  been  more  anxionn  to  got  their  leather  to 
market  than  to  produce  a  first-rate  article.  Hemlock  upper-leather  is  used  even  more 
extensively  than  bamlock  sole.  The  tanning  proceaa  plumpa  it  throogbont,  and  the 
ollai  (flanks  and  bellies}  is  less  flabby  thsn  upper-leather  tanned  io  oak.  For  this 
reasou  it  cuts  to  innoli  better  advantage  in  making  boots  and  shoes  than  oak-tanned 
npper.  It  is  said  to  bold  its  shape  well,  and  it  is  claimed  for  it  that  it  is  quite  as  im- 
permeable to  water,  if  not  more  so,  than  oak  npper.  For  fine  custom  work  oak-t«nned 
upper  is  the  best,  because  more  pliable  and  soft.  For  heavy  wear  and  tear,  hemlock 
will  render  good  and  honest  service.  As  in  sole-leather,  one  of  the  great  objections  to 
hemlock  npper-leatber  is  it^  color,  though  it  is  not  so  apparent  as  in  sole.  When  hem- 
lock wax-upper  in  carefully  and  skillfully  made,  tbe  result  is  an  excellent  leather.  Of 
late  years  great  change  for  tbe  better  has  been  made  in  hemlock  tanning,  and  tbe  reenlt 
ia  shown  in  tbe  bet  I«r  prices  obtained  aud  iu  its  enhanced  reputation.  It  is  not  always 
well  fleshed,  and  much  is  left  on  tbe  hide  when  it  goes  into  the  vat  that  sbonld  have 
remained  in  the  beam-bouse.  It  is  in  this  respect  that  oak  leather  is  decidedly  superior. 
For  heavy  work  hemlock  sole-leather  ia  uaeful  and  valuable.  Farmers  and  the  laboring 
classes  generally  wear  hemlock-leather,  aud  where  hard  service  is  demanded  tbere  can 
be  no  doubt  of  it«  aerviceablen ess- 
Oak  and  hemlock  are  sometimes  mixed,  and  the  result  is  called  "  Union  "  leather. 
Thia  was  largely  used  for  Army  wear  during  the  late  war,  hot  is  now  tanned  And  prin- 
cipally used  for  belting  and  for  the  solee  of  women's  ahoes.   It  makes  a  handsome,  firm, 
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nilid  leather,  and  is  an  lionestKeoaiuc  tannnxe.  For  upper  it  bos  nf(rrtat  maiiy  filendfl. 
Som«  tan  Ant  in  hetulrvk,  tljon  epJit  the  »id«,  and  tiolah  io  oak.  Otlient  uii  firot  in 
oak,  and  flnUb  in  hemlock.  1  bcli«ve  tbe  flrst  makes  the  l>«B(-luokinf;  li-athur.  The 
objection  to  this  kkd  of  leather  in  tbnt  you  cannot  tell  tlia  prop>rtionH  of  bark  naed. 
It  may  be  90  prr  cent,  of  oak  aod  10  percent,  of  hemlock,  or  it  luav  be  UO  per  c«nr.  of 
hemlock,  and  10  per  cent,  of  oak.  "Union"  leather  is  largely  sold  iit.dur  tbe  cuniiiicrciul 
uame  of  "  Union  crop."  aud  it  brinm  high  prices. 

There  are  in  all  countries,  but  more  particularly  in  this,  tiro  clast^es  of  persons  who 
make  shoes  and  twu  classes  wbo  wear  them.  To  ibe  Hrsi  buloii);  what  are  known  as 
sbireinakers,  wbo  work  on  tba  bench,  takin);  upper  and  sols  leather,  aud  turDlnf;  out  a 
fine  boot  or  shoe.  To  this  nboenmker  oonies  tbe  person  wbo  bns  bis  boot  made  on 
nieagnrement,  and  who,  regariUu.'is  of  espen^e,  seeks  pliability  and  appearance, 
withont  particularly  caring  whether  it  wears  well  of  not.  To  the  other  cl ass,  and 
they  are  in  tbo  large  majority,  belong  tbe  heavy  luauafseturers,  who  tnru  out  boots 
andehoes  by  ihe  case,  and  who  never  see  the  wearers  of  their  producCii>ns.  The  con- 
sumer is  nf  mcHlerate  means,  nnd  Lis  desire  is  to  obtain  a  boot  or  shoe  possessing  tho 
power  of  resisting  attrition  and  not  nbsorblng  luoisturo ;  he  does  not  care  as  mnch  for 
pliability  and  looks  as  for  anr  vice.  The  Brst  class  use  oak-leatbir,  tbo  latter  bonilook. 
There  in  no  ijaeatloo  that  oak  Is  more  pliable,  commands  a  higher  price,  and  is  ofcener 
worn  by  tbe  higher  classes  than  hemlock.  It  is  not  as  heavy  to  the  superficial  foot  as 
bemlnck,  and  is  to  that  extent  desirable  Ilemlock-jeather  is  oIt«u  stained  and 
bleacbeil,  or  baffed  and  whitened,  to  resemble  oak.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  grare 
mistake  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  makers  of  heDilack-teather.  It  is  deception,  and,  however 
harmleFS,  shows  a  lack  of  contidence  or  of  something  else.  If  hemlock -leather  be  as 
good  as  its  friends  claim,  and  it  certainly  is  a  goodaerviceable leather,  why  make  pre- 
tense that  it  is  oakt  If  tbe  Aruiy  should  ever  reqnire  a  large  nnmhsr  of  boots  aud 
shoes,  as  happened  dnring  the  rebellion,  the  Quartermaster's  Department  sbonld  do 
away  with  the  specifications  which  call  for  oak'leatber  only,  ami  open  the  door  to 
honest,  pure  benilock-leatber ;  for,  if  it  does  not,  it  will  surely  bny  hemlock-leather 
that  rvBenibles  oak  so  closely  that  none  bnt  the  must  expert  could  detect  its  franduleat 
character.  It  is  certain  that  large  quantities  of  "doctored"  bom  lock,  leather  were 
■old  for  oak  dnring  the  late  war.  Id  some  cases  where  it  was  nscd  for  soabhards,  or 
where  iron  and  steel  came  in  contact  with  it,  the  alam  aud  silt  and  vitriol,  &e., 
used  to  bleach  it,  rnstf  d  the  Iron  and  steel,  and  so  betrayed  Its  lllef^itimaoy ;  bat  thoa- 
saodsof  sides  were  sold  and  used  in  blissfat  ifcnoraDCO  by  all  except  the  seller.  If  only 
deceit  were  practiced,  it  wonld  not  be  so  utterly  objection  able,  but  the  quality  of 
tbe  leather  isinjared  by  ibis  doctering,  and  it  farther  deteriorates  by  age. 

While  I  still  think  oak -tanned  leather  the  best,  and  see  no  reusuns  to  recommend  a 
change  in  the  epecificatioos  calling  for  it,  I  believe  that  hemlock-leather,  properly 
tanned  and  earned,  will  make  good servioeable  Army  boots  and  shoe* — not  so  sightly, 
not  so  pliable,  as  if  made  of  oak,  hot  mnch  cheaper,  and  possibly  as  comfortable.  The 
mannfsctnrers  of  hem  lock  leather  ask  for  a  trial  of  their  product.  1  cao  see  no  good 
reason  (when  proposals  are  next  invited)  why  about  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  quantity 
needed  for  the  Army  should  not  be  accepted  made  of  hemlock- leather.  Tbey  conld  be 
distributed  among  tbe  troops  and  tested  by  use.  If  as  serviceable  as  oak,  a  large  part 
of  tbe  appropriation  cuuld  he  saved ;  if  not,  the  qnestion  wonld  be  settled  without  toss 
to  any  concerned. 

I  prefer  "  st^ght "  tannages  for  Army  boots  and  sho^s.  Either  we  sbnatd  use  pur« 
oak  oi  pare  hemtuck,  and  iusist  upon  having  It  "  par«  and  uudefiled."  Tlie  dealer  In 
"  doctored  "  hemlock  should  have  no  encounif>ement  given  him. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  late  war  the  New  Knglaud  regiments  going  to  the  front 
wore  shoes  of  hemlock-leather ;  and  the  colonel  of  one  of  them,  now  a  promineut  jurist 
In  Massachusetts,  says  his  regiment  was  never  better  shod  thau  when  it  left  bonie. 

Appended  hereto  is  a  statement  of  tbe  tests  made,  showing  the  results,  in  figures,  of 
the  relative  thickness,  weight,  solidity,  and  permeability  of  the  variouskiods  of  leather 
snbmitted  to  the  congress.  These  testa  were  made  with  Ur.  Skeel,  to  whom  I  am  iu- 
detited  for  mnch  of  thedata  used  in  compiling  the  tabular  part  of  this  report,  the  ap- 

Befure  closing,  it  may  not  bo  out  of  place  to  refur  to  a  patent  procpis  for  renovating 
leather  which  has  become  stiff  and  brittle  by  age  and  wear.  It  has  been  suocesstully 
used  at  tbe  JefTersonville  Depot.  It  is  a  compound  of  sumac  and  other  ingredients 
dissolved  in  water,  in  which  tbe  leather  needing  treatment  is  soaked.  It  opens  the 
pores  of  tbe  leather,  retans  it,  and  restores,  to  a  great  extent,  its  strength  and  elas- 
ticity. Before  the  leather  ia  Ihoniughly  dry,  after  having  passed  througli  this  bath,  it 
is  immersed  for  a  short  time  in  neat's-foot  oil,  mixed  with  sulUcient  ivory-black  to  give 
it  color;  it  is  then  taken  out,  wiped,  and  acoat  of  gum  tragacantb  applied. 

It  is  said  that  this  process  so  restores  the  leather  as  to  rendur  it  almost  as  serviceable 
as  when  new,  that  it  is  particnlarly  valuable  in  tbe  renovation  of  harness  which  has 
become  hard  and  brittle  tbroogh  long  and  oonstant  nse,  aud  that  theexpense  is  iacon- 
siderable  when  compared  with  Ihe  advantage  derived  from  its  nse. 

17  W  /-I 
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I  denire,  iu  coDcliiilinf;  this  report,  to  express  my  appreciation,  of  thecoart«sia  liiara 
to  me  by  the  leather-dealerR  with  irham  J  have  aoiue  in  coutact.  All,  wlietbcc  thni 
product  (Tas  oak  or  liBiulock,  were  equally  corilial  and  polite,  aud,  when  mj  emM 
wna  made  known,  extended  to  me  every  facility  in  their  power.  The  oak  taoner,  il 
though  thinking  hia  piodnct  Ihe  beat,  gave  the  hemlock  manufacturer  crttdit  for  idiIl 
ing  a  good  article  ;  and  the  hemlock  tanner,  while  claiming  great  merit  for  bin  pn 
dtiction,  was  not  unmindful  of  the  ralae  of  oak.  I  was  astonished  to  aee  the  grealnci 
cf  this  industry,  second  only  to  that  ofagricnlture. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  ROlKiERS, 
Caplain  and  Militarii  Storekefper,  V.  ^'.  .1. 


Teste. 

The  judges  of  leather  appoiuled  by  the  Centennial  Commission  selected  sixty  si 
skies  to  be  experiiueuted  opuD.    These  sides  were  taken  from  the  sole-leather  si 
■  ^nted  th"  '  "  "  ■         "     '      '    "  " 


exhibition,  and  represented  the  following  eountries  :  England,  France,  Germany.  An 
tria,  Italy,  Russia,  Sweden  itiid  Korway,  Soatb  America,  Anstralia,  and  the  I'dih 
States.  From  the  latter  country  the  samples  were  taken  from  ouk,  hemlock,  and  tihh 
tannages,  aud  will  be  so  denoiuiuated  in  the  following  account  of  testa  to  which  il 
various  samples  were  subjected.  A  uiinple  from  each  side  wis  cut  from  that  pi 
which  cnmes  nearly  over  the  kidneys  ;  tbese  samples  were  marked  and  given  to  1 
Skeel.  £:ach  piece  had  a  nuinber  corresponding!  to  the  eihibilion-numtwr,  as  tattn 
npon  the  records  of  the  shoe  and  leatber  exhibit,  and  neither  Hr.  Skcel  not  nivi 
knew  from  whose  taunages  the  samplce  came.  These  pieces  were  all  cut  with  ll 
•amedie,  asquare,  3|  incbes,  givins  an  area  of  191  square  inches.  Tlejp  were  lb 
measured  with  a  pair  of  callipers  divided  to  rhv  of  an  inch.  Each  piece  was  KM 
ured  in  four  places,  and  the  mean  of  the  tour  taken  as  the  thickness.  I 

The  following  table  givcB  the  mean  thickness  of  the  various  ssmplrs  rxpirlniitl 


Kind  of  leather. 


English 

Oak 

Australian 

Hemlock 

Anstrian 

South  Americao 

Swedish  and  Norwegiar 

Rossiaa 

French 


In  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that,  of  the  three  tannages  of  this  country,  oak  i? 
thickest,  hemlock  next,  and  union  least. 

The  aamples  were  then  all  carefully  weighed  upon  a  very  sensitive  balance, 
time  consumed  between  weighing  the  first  and  last  pieces  being  only  about  an  V 
the  effect  of  the  temperature  could  not  have  been  seDsible  eaoDgb  toliav«  iiijurei! 
cotnparisoD. 
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Tbe  fuHoKJiii;  table  ehows  (be  ueAD  neigbts ; 

n  the  condition  in  teliich  theg 

Ki,a.n„.b„.  I"£S"'° 


Enuliith 54.23 

Oak,  Americstt 51.22 

Hemlock 50,  B9 

French I  49.41 

Anatralisa I  <9.06 

Aastrian 48.2* 

UnioD ;  413.65. 

Germaa 42.27 

Swediib  and  NorneiriaD 41.35 

Raniaa ,  40.79 

llBlJaa I  39.10 

SoDih  Amerioan I  37.95 


It  will  he  Been  that  the  Enf^liah  leather  is  the  heaviest  as  well  as  the  thiokest.  'I'hia 
weight,  and  poaaibly  aonie  of  tbe  tliickDess,  will  be  aooanuted  for  later.  Of  tbe  Uniled 
Staled  tannagBB,  the  weifjhls  are,  oak  heaviest,  hemlock  next,  and  union  last. 

T>i  show  the  actnal  weight  of  tbe  different  samples,  the  weight  of  a  square  foot  of 
each  of  tbem,  one-quarter  (^)  of  an  inch  thick,  has  been  computed  from  the  data  fnr- 
nished  in  tbe  two  preceiling  tables.    The  following  table  ia  the  resnlt : 


Kind  of  leather.  J.'^^  ^ 

French |  1,52 

Hemlock '■  1.35 

Germftn 1,31 

Anstrian..: 1.23 

RoMiaa 1  1.26 

Oak I  1.SB 

Swedish  and  Norwegian 1.25 

Union 1.23 

Anstralion i  1,25 

English i  1.21 

IlaTian ■  1,17 

Soath  AmerioOD 1.05 


Tbe  fact  that  hemlock-leather  is  heavier  than  oak  is  well  established  and  bas  long 
btiaa  so  recognized  in  commercial  traiiaautioiis.  There  are,  of  course,  exceptions  to 
thl«  rnle;  thick  oak  will  weigh  murettiantbiii  hemlock;  bnt  if  two  hides  (dr;uT  green), 
of  nioal  weight  before  tanniiie;,  be  tanned,  one  in  oak  aud  the  other  in  hemlock,  the 
tslter  will  weigh  tbe  most.  Tliiis  the  experience  of  tbe  trade  verifies  the  accuracy  of 
the  coDipntation  that  changes  tlio  positions  of  the  two  tauuages  in  the  two  preceding 
Ubics.  Hemlock  is  generally  harder  rulled  thao  oak,  and  loses  in  thickiiiss  while 
gaining  in  solidit]* 

Af^er  the  samples  had  been  nienaured  and  weighed  they  were  pl.'kced  in  a  hot-nir 
bat  b,  heated  to  a  temperatuie  of  1C0°  Fahreiibeit,  and  kept  at  this  temperuture  nutil 
they  had  become  thoroughly  aud  e<|ua1ly  dried.  Tbe  luUowiug  table  shows  their 
veigbu  after  the  samples  had  been  su  dried : 
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>  lanaagei  (3^  ineket 


Kind  of  leather. 

Weight  io 

grauiH. 

Enssiao 

The  foUowiD^  table  BhowstbA  ralative  lou  of  ireiKhC  of  each  of  the  tanaagM  after 
having  b«ea  dned  as  above.  It  will  be  obBerved  that,  althoDgb  there  Is  qnlte  a  difier- 
ence  between  the  leather  which  lost  moat  aed  that  which  lost  least  waigbt,  those  of 
oar  own  oonntTy,  whtoh  are  particalarly  aailer  iaveotigstioD,  show  bnt  small  difference. 


Kind  of  leather. 


Oak 

EagliBh 

Aastrlan 

Heioloofc 

RnSMftD 

South  AmMi  can 

Gennan 

Swedikh  and  Norwegian.. 

Italian 

AustialiaD ......... 


After  the  samples  had  been  dried  and  weighed  a»  above  Ibnv  were  placed  tn  a  tank 
of  water  and  allowed  to  remain  for  niaetj-Bix  (96)  hours.  The  water  was  freqaently 
renewed  so  that  the  aamnles  were  thorooghly  Boaked.  The  Bamples  were  then  ei- 
amiued  to  see  if  any  noliible  matter  remained.  Borne  pieces  afaowed  that  all  of  the 
coloring  and  soluble  matter  hod  not  been  removed.  Such  piocea  were  rinaed  in  clear 
water  and  then  worked  by  hand  until  no  inoie  Billable  matter  could  be  foand.  Tbe 
coloring  matter  of  the  hemlock  was  red ;  of  tbe  oak  a  yellowisb-whit« ;  aod  of  the  Eog- 
liah  a  whitv-broivD.  The  latter  contained  a  great  deal  of  anbatance  reBembliug  clay : 
the  flesh  si<le  bad  a  coat  of  it  evidently  put  on  aa  a  finish,  and  after  this  was  washed 
off  a  considerable  quantity  was  yielded  by  working.  Otber  European  aamples  seemed 
to  have  been  treated  in  tlie  aame  way,  although  to  a  leas  extent,  I  believe  this  cls.vey 
snbatancetohave  been  used  for  tbe  purpose  of  giviiiE  weight  and  soltdttyto  the  leather. 
It  waa  noticed  that  tbe  samplea  had  lessstitTnesa  afterit  bad  been  removed.  Il  is  pOB- 
Bible  that  this  aubstnooe  may  add  to  the  wearing  qualiti«?a  of  tbe  leather,  but  If  it  can 
be  removed  by  soaking  in  water,  and  if  tbe  displaced  particles  of  clay  be  replaced  by 
water  filling  the  porea  of  the  leather,  it  must  be  at  the  expenseof  tbe  weaier'a  comfort 
and  health.  The  f'<Ilowiijg  table  shows  tbe  weights  after  the  Batnpleabad  been  soaked 
and  worked  aa  above : 
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Tabu.  VI. — Showing  tkt  mean  itieightt  0/  tampUt  of  mrioiif  tansagu  vthm  thorouakli/  lat- 
uraied  uith  vater  afttr  having  btenprerioiulji  drUd  at  l(i(P  Fahrenheit,  and  all  lolable 
malltr  iraihedOHtin  a,aleral>ifi  FairtKheil. 

Kind  of  leather.  1^™*™'" 


Encliab  

OaS 

AnstraliMi 

Hemlock 

AastriaD 

RaBsisn , 

Sonth  AnierlcsD .. 

GcTman 

Swetlisli  aDd  Norweglac 


60.29 


It  WM  observed  that  the  aamples  which  felt  soft  and  ajrangy  before  workioKnlMorbed 
tbe'moBt  wBt«T — the  South  American  and  RusBian  jjaininf;  the  most,  aad  the  Genuan 
aod  FreDcb  the  least.  Of  the  oak,  union,  aud  hemlock,  the  quantity  absorhed  was  In 
tbe  order  named.  The  hemlnck,  which  is  proverbially  stiff  and  hard  when  dry,  re- 
taloed  its  character  when  soaked ;  the  oak  was  rendered  mach  softer  and  more  pliaat. 
Tbe  following  table  shows  tbe  relative  weights  after  having  beeti  soaked: 
T.iBLE  VII. — Sho'nng  tht  wean  rtlative  \eeight»  of  mMpltt  of  rariom  tannages  vkea  thor- 
oughly eoaked  and  wJlcii  in  original  caiufilion,  wtighU  of  the  latter  leing  lOU. 


Kind  ofleatber. 

Relative 
weights. 

Ttae  pieoee  of  leather  w 
balh  twenty-four  ('JJ)  houra,  after  which  they  were  again  weighed.  The  following 
tables  ebow  (71II)  the  weight  and  f  IX)  the  relative  we'ght  aa  compared  with  the 
weight  ID  the  couditiou  exhibited : 


Tahle  VIII.-— .SAoirtu^  the  mean  ii^igU  of  aamplts  of  the  rnrioiu  tannagf  after  all  foliMo 
matter  hai  lieeu  teaeked  out  and  the  retidue  drUd  at  IW  F. 

Binds  of  leather. 

Weight 
in  grams. 

oa£... .::"::::";:;:;:::::;::::::::::::::;::::::::;::::::;::";:;;:;:: 
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Table  IX. — Skoiring  U«  mean  relalire  trng)!!)  of  »ample»  of  FaHoHt  timna^a  after  all  x/I- 
uble  nailer  had  been  vanhed  oat  and  Ihe  midue  dritd  at  160^  F.,  and  iragliU  in  original 
coHtlilion,  Iht  latter  being  100. 


KJQila  of  leather. 


SiTodish  and  Norwegian.  ■ 

tiontli  Americivn. 

AuBtntliau 


Table  IX  hIiowb  qiiltn  a  marked  ditference  of  lou  between  the  variouB  taunageiK 
bemlock  nnd  Kuwian  lose  less  tbau  any  of  tlie  otbers,  and  EngliBli  and  French  tlie 
luost.  The  benilock  and  Rossian  leathers  are  the  autipniles  of  one  another ;  the  hem- 
look  being  a  full,  BOlid,  firm  tannage ;  the  Uusaian,  fiabbf ,  porous,  and  bnt  partiall; 
tatiDed. 

The  varioas  specimenB  were  next  jilaccd  uoparately  in  a  wire  basket  and  weiRbed 
in  water,  thereby  obtaining  their  specific  gmvitj.  The  following  table  sliows  the 
meao  apeciQc  gravity  of  each  tannage : 

Table  S. — Showing  lit  viean  ipecific  graritg  of  all  the  tampln  of  the  rarioB*  tamiegtt. 


Kinds  of  leuther. 

Specific 
gravity. 

Oak „ 

Italian 

It  having  been  determined  to  compress  the  pieces  of  leather  to  a  aniform  hardness 
previous  to  trying  tbe  relative  absorption  and  grinding  experiments,  and  it  being  in- 
convenient to  rcll  tbelealbi>r  as  was  most  desirable,  and  as  the  trip-hammers  available 
were  none  of  tliGoi  ligbt  eDoiigb  for  the  work  because  they  crushed  and  broke  tbe  fitteis 
uf  the  leather  experimented  upon,  the  bydranlio  ]>resB  was  resorted  to. 

The  eamples  were  all  soaked  in  water  to  the  same  extent  as  is  generally  practiced 
by  shoemakers  in  working  sole-leather,  aud  separately  subjected  to  a  pressure  of  two 
thousand  (-i.WO)  pounds  per  sgnate  inch.  The  character  of  the  samples  was  changed 
by  this  presBiire.  Water  was  forced  from  the  leather  and  the  area  of  snrface  was  iu- 
creased  in  each  piece  about  oue-quarter  (i)  of  an  iuch  each  way,  i,  e.,  from  3^  inches  to 
^  inches  square.  These  pieces,  after  drying,  shrunk  to  3|  inches  sonare,  and  when 
exposed  to  tbe  natural  at ujosp here  n gain  expanded  to  their  original  size  (3f  inches 
s(inare)  when  cut  from  tbe  hides.  Tbe  varions  samples  having  been  rendered  of  8 
uniform  hardnt^SH,  closeneRS,  and  dryness,  an  experiment  was  begun  to  determine  tbe 
rapidity  with  which  each  kind  of  leather  absorbed  water  nntil  saturation  wait  effected. 
Eacb  piece  was  dipped  ia  the  water  twenty-three  (33)  times  and  allowed  to  remain  in 
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i'.  ten  (lO)eei:ondHeach  time.  A/tereach  immeraion  (be  piece  was  carefully  wipi-il  anfl 
v,-«i;>bi^d.  Batnralioii  waa  ■ifli'Uti.'d  ia  Mime  of  tlie  »iiiipleB  berore  tLe  tneuly-tbitd  dip, 
tbat  in,  tbe  1>'alb«r  Kniued  comparatively  DolbinR  in  weight  in  several  of  tbe  last  im- 
DiersioDS.  Tbe  difl'erance  is  vtiy  striking,  and  a  diflKraiu  nccampaajiuK  tbis  report 
will  sboir  the  mean  rapidii;  with  which  tbe  various  tanaaxes  took  up  water.  The 
hemlock  takes  up  tbe  lenitt  aud  takes  it  np  slowest,  the  Kuglixh  takes  op  the  most  but 
does  it  inoreiiraduall.t  than  aoy  of  Ihe  otbers.  Tbisexfioriuieiitbbows  tbat,  iu  ])owere 
of  absorpliuti,  there  are  two  classes  of  leather ;  one  tbat  takes  np  water  rapidly  at 
first  and  nlowiy  afterward,  aud  another  tbat  absorbs  sradiially,  Tbe  EnRliBb  partic- 
ularly heluU)^  to  this  latter  class,  while  bemluek  and  Frencb  more  uiurkedly  show  tbe 
furnier. 

Tb«  experiment  of  which  most  was  eipected  was  tbe  least  snrceasful ;  it  was  to  de- 
tennioe  tbe  re.iisiauce  to  abrasion  or  attritiou.  Mr.  Jackson  S.  Schultze  designed  a 
machine  to  test  this  quality  iu  the  leather,  which  consisted  of  an  Obio  |>riiidBtoDe 
luouuted  on  a  vertical  axle.  This  stone  was  run  at  a  sjieed  of  seventy-five  (75)  revt^- 
lutions  )ier  iniDUle.  Tbe  leather  was  tacked  on  wooden  blocks  and  held  iu  place  by 
etsiionary  chocks  which  kept  tbem  revolving  and  by  irou  weighls  wbieh  kept  tbem 
aK^tiost  tbo  wheel.  This  experiment  failed  owing  to  the  fact  that  at  first  tbe  stone  be- 
oaaie  glazed  by  the  dust  ground  off  tbo  leiither  working  into  the  pores  of  the  stone. 
This  was  obviated,  by  pourinc  fine  sand  on  the  center  of  Ihestoue,  which  was  oui- 
foruily  8prea<l  by  centrifugal  force;  tbe  sand  prevented  the  glazing,  but  were  tbe  Ktone 
away  faster  than  tbe  leather.  At  tbe  stone  wore  down  and  became  Hofl«r  it  cut  away 
tbe  leather  morh  faster.  The  friction  of  tbe  leather  on  the  stone  heated  both  of  them 
anil  possibly  burned  tbe  former  a  tittle. 

The  results  obtained  from  this  experinient  are  too  unsatisfactory  to  reconl.  Mr. 
Schalize  bas  given  me  the  macbine  and  I  purpose  continuing  Ibe  expeiinients,  run- 
ning the  stone  at  about  halt  the  spee<l  used  in  tbe  test  just  uienlioncd,  and  arranging 
it  tu  rnn  partially  submerged  in  a  lank  urlnb  of  cold  v  ster,  whereby  the  hf  at  arising 
from  friction  will  be  ueulrnti:ted. 

JOHN  F.  R0nGER9, 
Captain  nnd  JHilitarji  Storckteper,  I',  5.  J. 

PlIILtPRIJ-IHA   DKPOT   ok  TIIB   QvAltTERMASTHn's  DKPARTMKNT, 

I'hiladilpliia,  January  !A),  1877. 
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a  antique  Greek  sculpture — top  spherical,  sides  vertical,  front  nud  back 
gently  sloping  outward  to  the  point  where  the  belmet  is  to  rest  on  tbe  bead ;  thence, 
in  a  more  diverging  line,  extending  in  front  to  a  visor,  in  tbe  back  to  a  cape  for  the 

Firotection  of  the  neck.  From  center  of  top  along  tha  sides  to  lower  edge,  about  eight 
B)  inehen,  to  extreme  point  of  visor  eleveu  and  ooo-Ualf  0'!)  inches,  to  extreme  point 
of  back  eleven  (11)  inches. 

Viaor  is  gradually  narrowing,  and  rounded  at  tbe  front ;  length  about  three  and 
one-balf  (3i)  inches,  width  acroa*  the  fort'bead  almnt  twelve  (IM)  to  twelve  and  one- 
foarth  (12^)  inches,  across  the  front  (one  inch  above  the  extreme  point]  about  five  (5) 
inobea. 

Tbo  neck-cape  is  about  seven  and  one-fonrtb  (7^)  incbes  wide,  three  and  one-fourth 
(!!})  inches  long,  comers  rounded. 

Tbe  edge  of  helmot,  visor,  and  nape  is  bound  with  fine  enameled  leather.  Dn  either 
side,  about  three  and  one-half  (^i)  inches  above  the  lower  edge,  iti  a  ventilator. 

At  the  lower  edge,  on  either  side,  is  a  button -fastening  for  chiuslrap. 

The  latter  consists  of  two  purts,  made  of  enameled  leather  five-eighths  (S)  of  an  inch 
wide,  each  nhont  nide  aud  oue-balf  (9j)  ioches  long.  These  parts  are  united,  and  can 
be  lengthODed  or  shortened  by  means  of  a  loop  (same  material  ns  strap)  at  the  end  of 
one,  and  a  brast  bar-bncklc  one  (1)  by  three-fourths  ({)  of  an  inch  at  tbe  end  of  tbe 
other  part.  From  one  side  button  to  the  other,  straight  across  tbe  front,  ia  auothor 
strap  of  enameled  leather,  five-eighths  (})  of  an  inch  wide,  stilched  on  the  body  of  tho 
helmet. 

Sweat-leatber,  two  and  one-balf  (2^)  inches  wide,  of  Belgium  sbeep-skin. 

The  belmet  is  ornamented  with  eiigle,  lop  piece,  and  pin  me- socket,  scrolls  and  rings, 
and  side  buttons,  and  is  trimmed  with  hair  plume  and  cords  and  biuiils. 

Helmet  ornaments  are  made  of  sheet- brass.  No.  2i. 

Sair pluma  Jor  Arinieli— Made  of  good  borse-bair,  dyed. 

To  droop  from  top  of  socket  over  back  aud  sides  of  helni'jt. 


iiy  Google 


264  BEPOET  OF  THE  SECKETABY  OF  WAE. 

Tbu  bairs  are  woven  anil  seirail  togetber  at  one 
flitteni'd  kuob  about  one  and  tive-ari^bths  (1  j)  it 
eyelet  in  ceotfT  to  admit  tbe  pen  of  tba  top  piece.    Length  of  plame  from  eyelet  to 
end,  fourteen  (U)  inches. 

VoTdt  and  Aanrfi/or  htlmtt. — Hude  of  worsted.  No.  26,  and  "macbined"  coid.  The 
bands  are  loop-plaited,  faHtetied  to  tbe  scroll-ring*,  and  fcetooued  on  fmnt  and  back 
of  belmet,  tbe  festoons  reavhinic  in  front  to  the  upper  edge  of  ebin-strap,  and  approach- 
inc  tbe  lover  edge  of  baclt  within  two  (2)  iuchea. 

The  loop-plaitinf;  is  about  one  (1)  inch  wide,  and  ends  under  tbe  acrulls  oa  tbe  lefl 
Bide  in  ft  tasHol  of  Btxty  (60)  to  Boventy  (TO)  fringes,  ou«  and  three  fourths  (U)  ioch 
long.  Through  tbe  braided  head,  about  tbree-fourths  (()  inch  diameter,  passM  the 
continuatiou  of  the  bands  in  tbe  form  of  two  cords,  each  live  (5)  f<«t  eight  (H)  iucbee 
Jong,  with  two  (S)  slides  nettcsdover  a  fuller's  boird  three-foiirtbs  (!)  inch  in  diameter, 
five-eigbths  (j)  oT  an  inch  high.  Three  inches  from  tbe  lower  end  the  cords  are  faet- 
ened  together  by  a  braided  kuot  holding  a  loop  about  two  and  tbree-funrtbs  (21)  incbcs 
long.  AC  the  end 'of  each  cord  is  also  a  small  braided  knotand  an  aigiiillette,  plaited 
Hat  in  three  strands  of  smaller  cord,  in  oval  shape,  two  and  tbree-eighthB  (2|)  inctiee 
]ong,  two  and  three-fottrths  (S})  inches  wide.  From  tbe  lower  end  of  each  aignitlette 
is  SDSpended  another  tassel  of  from  sixty  (60)  to  seventy  (TO)  fringes,  one  and  three- 
fonrths  (1})  inch  long,  with  braided  head  three-eigbths  (f)  of  an  inch  high,  thi«e- 
fonrtbs  (f )  inch  diameter. 

Adofted  Msy  31,  1070. 

M.  C.  MEIGS. 
QiiaTUrmatlfT-GcntTai,  Bv'.  ^ajor-Geftral,  U.  S.  A. 

SPKCIMC.ITIUKS  FOH   DKESS-C*P8. 

The  body  or  shell  is  niacle  of  felt,  comimsed  of  equal  parts  of  Rii-iaia,  best  coney  backs, 
mnskrat,eiitraooney,  and  ouo-half(l)  part  of  wash-blow.  It  weigh.",  ancovered,  two  and 
tbree-fourtlia (21)  tothree  (3)  ounci-a,  according  to  size.  Front  vertiial  about  throe  and 
one-half  (3J)  Inches  hl^b;  back  five  and  one-half  (!>})  inches  long,  rii^ee  upward  and 
forward  in  a  convex  sweep,  nod  meets  the  crown  at  a  point  one  and  one-rfghth  (I|)  to 
one  and  one-fonrth  (1  j)  inch  higher  than  tbe  point  where  it  meets  tbe  upper  edge  of 
tbe  front. 

Tbe  crown  is  slightly  oval,  five  and  one-fourth  (fi^)  inches  In  diameter  from  front  to 
back,  four  and  one-half  (4i)  inches  acroes.  Ventilator  in  center  of  crown.  At  the 
front  edge  Is  an  opening,  bonnd  with  a  thin  strap  of  enameled  metal,  to  admit  tbe  stem 
of  the  pompon,  which  is  also  held  in  position  by  a  small  leather  socket  sewed  to  the 
inside  of  tbe  cap-front,  about  one-half  (i)  inch  below  the  crown. 

Tbe  liody  is  covered  witl^Sne  wool-dyed  indigo- blue  cloth,  braided  around  the  tipper 
edge  Immediately  below  the  crown,  and  around  the  lower  edge  one-fourth  (^)  to  Hve- 
sixieentbs  (/^)  of  an  inch  above  tbe  latter;  also  straight  down  the  back,  and  in  a 
straight  slanting  line  on  both  sides,  equidistant  from  back  and  front  seam.  This  braid- 
ing Ih  worsted  three  sixteenths  (i'k)  of  au  inch  wide,  and  of  tbe  following  colors:  for  in- 
fantry, sky- bine;  engineers  and  artillery,  scarlet;  ordnance,  crimson ;  commissary  ser- 
geants, gray;  hospital  stewards,  green.  A  visor  of  heavy  enameled  leather,  straight 
and  horizontal,  front  edge  tligbtly  convex,  sidra  straight,  corners  mundi-d,  Inner  edge 
following  the  shape  of  the  cap  on  both  sides,  ending  in  a  point  about  five  (5)  inches 
from  front  seam- 
On  eaohsidcjimmcdiately  behind  the  enl  of  visor,  is  a  small  regnlation  brass  bntton 
for  chin -strap. 

The  latter  is  made  of  thin  enameled  leather,  five-eighths  (f)  of  an  inch  wide,  in  two 
parts,  eight  snd  one-half  (8j)  to  nine (9)  inches  each,  and  arranged  to  be  lengtbeneil 
and  shortened,  as  described  tor  helmet  chin  strap.  Sweat- leather,  one  and  three-fourtba 
(If)  to  two  (3)  inches  wide,  of  Itelginm  leather.  In  front,  immediately  below  tbe 
otowu,  iaa  brass  eagle,  and  below  the  latter  the  badge  ot  tbe  corps  orarui  of  service. 

Sizes  Eame  as  of  helmets. 

Adopted  May  3!.  ISJfi. 

PoiHpene  for  Vreis-capt — Of  line  worNt«d,  firmly  made  on  a  wood-block. 

Nap  well  raised  and  close.  To  be  pear-shaped,  three  (3)  inches  lung,  one  and  three- 
fonrths  (11)  inch  in  diameter  at  bottom,  and  one  (1)  inch  at  top.  Under  the  center  of 
the  bottom  is  a  brass  half  sphere  about  eleven -sixteenths  (H)  of  an  inch  in  diameter, 
from  which  protrudes  a  stem  three  (3)  inches  long,  ma<le  of  strong  copper  n~~ 

Color  of  pompons  for  infantry,  shy-bine;  a"'" —    '"'■ " 

scarlet,  npper  half  while ;  orduauce,  ccimsou  ; 
etewai'd»,  green. 

Adopted  May  31,  1876. 
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SPECIiriCATIONS   FOB   WOOL  CAMPAIGN   HATS. 

Jflxtu-c. — To  ba  of  clean  wool,  of  Dae  grado,  eqaal  in  qualitj  to  XXX  Ohio  fleece. 
No  «iite  or  sUoddy  to  be  nsed  to  mistore. 

K'agkl. — Hat  bodies  to  be  weighed  ont,  five  nod  one-half  (bi)  oaooes  beavy,  of  oleau 

siapt. — The  71'8iz«  block  to  be  six  (6)  ioobes  deep  to  cenUr  of  tip,  aud  Sve  aod  one- 
half  (5})  iDches  deep  at  front  and  reur.  Other  bizob  ia  proportioo,  vary ioj;  oue-six- 
ternth  (-I'll)  of  bd  Inoh  to  eat^b  size. 

Brim. — Edge  of  biim  to  be  tarnnd  over  tbroe-eiKhthB  (|)  of  an  loch  on  the  upper 
eide,  and  atitched  down  wltb  two  {3)  rows  of  stitohing,  aud  to  meaaure  two  anil  a  balf 
i2^)  inchca  In  front  and  rear  and  two  aod  Qve-eighths  (ii)  lochee  in  nidtU  at  aides.  - 

Triaiaiui^.— Trimmed  with  eight  (»)  ligae  Union  braid,  aaroe  quality  an  on  sample 
bat ;  to  be  Mwed  oo  by  aewing-macliioe.  Sweat  to  be  of  brown  Japanned  leather, 
inm«d  on  top,  one  and  three- qn  art  era  (1})  inch  wide,  and  sewed  iu  hat  by  eewing-ma- 
chiii«-  Two  of  "  Brachem'  patent  ventilatois,"  one  on  each  side  of  crown,  three  and 
one  half  (3f )  inohee  from  brim. 

Tbe  hat  to  be  velvet  finished,  soft  and  pliable,  aame  as  atand.nrd  eauple. 

Nut  more  than  aix  (6)  batif  to  be  packed  iu  aaoh  band-box. 

Adopted  Jan«  14, 1976. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
QuarltrmatUr-General,  B<ct.  Major-fimeral,  V.  S.  A, 

SPBCIFICATION'B   FOR  yORAQB-CAPS. 

Made  of  beat  wool-dyed  indigo-blne  cloth.    Band  abont  one  and  oDe-fonrth  (!})  inoh 
wijr,  strangthened  by  a  atrip  of  strong  aplit'lHathur  of  tbe  same  width,  aewud  in  be- 
tween the  cloth  and  the  aweat-leatber.    The  front  rises  straight  and  vertical  one  and 
.  wie-balf  (]})  to  one  and  Qve-eigbtha(lj)  inch  above  the  band,Bidea  atraigbtand  allgbtly 
■oaverf^ng  toward  the  crown.    The  bask,  about  live  (5)  inchea  long,  rises  ^m  tbe 
I  taod  forward  at  an  angle  of  41)  degrees,  slightly  convex. 

Tbe  crown  ia  circular,  abnnt  four  and  tbree-fourtha  (4]-)  inches  in  diameter,  made 
■  spoil  Btroog  "  tarred  board."  The  ahape  of  tbe  cap  would  thna  give  an  incline  to  tbe 
.  Cniwii  of  one  (1)  to  ooe  and  one-fuiirth  (IJ)  inch  frooi  rear  to  front. 

A  atraiflht  borizmtal  viaor  of  patent  enameled  leather,  about  three-aixteentbs  (-^) 
Wl  an  inch  thick,  shaped  as  described  for  dress-capa.  A  amall  brass  rn^ulalion  button 
~n  rach  side,  immediately  behiud  the  end  of  the  viaor,  for  cbin-strap. 

Tilt)  latter  is  made  in  two  parts,  of  fiue  enaujeled  leatber  about  one-half  (4)  incb  wide, 
■»rh  part  abont  nine  (9)  inches  long,  and  arranged,  as  on  dress-cap,  to  be  lengtbened 
■nd  sbortenedat  will. 

'    Sweat- leather  of  Belginm  leatber,  one  and  one-bnif  (14)  incb  wide. 
'.    LiuiDK  of  glazed  munlio,  fastened  by  ita  loner  edge  only,  lo  tbe  inner  stiffening  of 
^ttr  l>aiid,  the  npper  edge  gathered  with  strong  thread. 
Adopted  May  31,  li^li. 

M.  C,  MKIGS, 
Qmirtet'matter'Geaeral,  Brt.  iiajor-Oeneral,  V.  S.  A. 

'  SPECIFICATIONS   FOR  SEAL-SKIN  CAPS. 


f    To   b«  r-ade  of  Ibe  "wool  seal"  akin,  wilh  earflaps,  cape,  and  visor,  according  t* 

■■ilcra.      Lining  of  Torkey-red  chintz,  padded  with  cotton  wadding. 

I  fixe*  s&ine  as  for  dress  aud  forage  caps. 

I  Adopted  May  23,  1876. 

J  M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quaritrvia»leT-Ge»eia\,  Urt.  Major-Gentrol,  U.  S.  A. 

►ViKlCATIOXS     FOR     MKTALLIC    USlf ORMCO'AT,     IIF.LMKT,     DRESS     ASP    FORAGB    CAI 


i'ap  Bmgle»- — For  fltld  and  land  muaioiana :  Of  abeel^brass,  No.  28,  repreaeatiog  an 
p-arla  bn}[le  with  oirculor  crook,  and  a  cord  alung  three  (3)  fold  around  the  Iuwlt 
^,  MrmtnBtlng  in  two  (S)  tassels  on  one,  and  one  (I)  taasel  on  the  otber  aide. 
Lftfiubt  «cnM«  crook,  one  and  one-fourlb  (li)  inchest  width  from  mouth-piece  to 
rt^redgeof  bowl,  two  and  one-fonrth(2i)  iocbes.  Braaa-wire  loops  same  as  on  letters. 
r4dopt«d  Hay  31,  1976. 

'i  ^j^t  Ii»tlotufor  Jleltitet. — One  on  each  side,  a  little  above  lower  edge  of  helmet. 

^|bpj-  »ro  ooe  (I)  inch  diameter,  edae  beveltd  and  grooved,  surface  slightly  coi.vex, 

f  ^h«y  tre  secured  to  tbe  helmet  by  double  brass-wire  loops,  as  tbe  sciolls  ^w. 
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Deai((n :  for  csTalry  nnii  sJijnal  sprvice:  Two  crossed  sabers,  hilts  downward  and 
ontwsnl.    FoTlijrLt  artillery:  Two  cannon  oroased  at  the  truanioui. 

Ailonted  Ma;  »1,  1876. 

CasilnfoT  Cap.— Of  Hbeet-brass,  No.  2.^,  repreiteuting  an  ancient  cJistle  with  three  (:1) 
towers.  HoJKhl  of  center  tower,  seveii-eidhtha  (})  of  an  inob;  of  side  towers,  ooeaiiit 
one-fo[irth(li)  inches  each;  of  battlBiueritsliotwwn  towers,  B»'e-eij;hths(j)  of  an  ioch. 

Width  At  base,  onea'>dsevcn-eiRhIh<(U)  inches;  attopofside  towers,  one  and  tliree- 
fanrths  (11)  inch -s.    Two  brass  loops  strongly  solderetl  on  back  to  fasten  to  cap. 

Adoptod  Ma,v  :U,  IWfi, 

Cattlai/or  Coal, — To  be  of  sheot-bravs.  No.  2H,  showing  an  ancient  f;  >9tle  with  three 
(3)  towrra.  Hid^ht  of  kattleuie'utH,  thr^e-eij^hthi  (E)  of  an  inch;  of  center  tower,  o^^e- 
half  (J)  inch;  of  side  townrn,  live-eighths  (i)  of  an  inch  each ;  bread  tb  at  base  and  lop, 
one  (I)  inch.    Two  small  bntss-wire  loops  soldered  on  tbe  b^ick  to  fuiten  to  coat  colUr. 

AdoptMl  H».T  31,  Ir^'G. 

Crt»c*nt$for  Cap. — ForcomuiiHsary  sprgetnts;  Of  sheet  white  metal,  crosoant  shaped. 

Width  from  point  l.o  point,  one  and  live-siKliths  (Ij))  inches  ;  hei);htuf  arc,  one  (1) 
inch;  greatest  width  in  cenler,  auo-huir(j)  inch.  BroMa-wire  loops  on  buck  same  as  ou 
letters. 

Adopted  May  31. 187fi. 

CretttulK  for  CoaU—¥m  comniissnrv  serj;eant[>'  coats:  Mode  of  vrhlte  metal,  crescent 
shnjied.     From  point  to  polnl,  one  (I)  inch. 

Height  of  arc,  nine  s'ltpentlisfVi.)  of  &'>  inch  ;  Krealeat  width  in  c  nter,  one-fourth  (!) 
iDr^h.     Brass  win)  1ihi|>s  at  hucic  Haiuo  ua  on  □uuihvi'd. 

Adopted  M^  31,  lfT6. 

(.Vumcd  Cannon — For  artillery  caps:  Of  ahect-broRS,  No. 9^,  rrfpreseuting  two  cannon 
ctosstugeach  other  at  the  trunnions,  mnzxlna  npward  ;  loogtb,  two  and  one-eighth  {i\) 
inches;  bread lli  at  breeches,  two  {-i)  inches ;  at  mnizlcs.  one  and  seven-eighths  (U) 
iuches.    Fonr  brass-wire  loops  strongly  soldered  on  back  to  fasten  to  cap. 

Adopted  May  31,  1»;6.  ^ 

Ctosud  SahfTt. — For  cavalry  caps:  Of  ahsot' brass.  Mo.  20,  rapTesentinj;  two  caralry 
nabers  in  scabbard i,  crosstyl  in  the  middle,  with  bilts  and  edges  duwuw.ird.  To  he 
shaped  or  curved  so  as  to  ht  the  front  of  cap. 

Length  of  sabers,  three  (^t)  inches ;  height  from  bill  of  one  to  point  of  other,  one 
and  one-fonrth  (IJj  inchos;  from  point  In  point,  two  and  thrce-fonrtUs  {'i%)  inches. 

Four  bidbII  hrasa-wire  loops  same  as  ou  croesMl  cannon. 

Adopted  May  31,  187il.     Aineudnd  July  19,  la?7. 

CrosMd  E'tfien.— Of  sheet-brosH,  No.  :M :  Two  rifles  crossing  each  other  at  a  point  equi- 
distant froiu  the  bntt  aud  moz'.Ie. 

Muzzles  pointing  npward  and  outward,  hammers  upward,  their  position  crossed, 
making  the  nppor  space  form  an  angle  of  VXi'^.  Leug  b  of  rido  two  and  tlve-eightbs 
(21)  inches;  diameter  at  point  of  crossing  about  ont-eigbth  (i)  of  an  inch.  To  ha 
ebaped  or  onrved  so  as  to  nt  tbe  front  of  cap. 

The  whole  omanieut  occupying  a  roctangular  space  of  about  two  and  seven-sli- 
teeutha  {ij^)  inches  wide  by  one  and  three-eighths  (,lj)  inchos  high. 

Fastenings;  Four  brass-wire  loops,  nrmly  soldered,  opening  horizontally  wllh  the 
rifles,  and  placed  about  one-half  ())  inch  from  the  uiuzsles  and  but'.a. 

Adopted  February  19,  l«7ti.    Amended  July  19,  1(J77. 

Eagle*  for  cap.— To  he  worn  on  cape  of  all  arms  of  the  service.  Of  sheet-brass,  No. 
23,  repreBantiiig  an  eagle  with  uational  shield  on  breast,  head  suTmuunted  liy  a  ecroll 
bearing  the  motto  ■'  E  plnribna  unum,"  extending  down  ward  and  meeting  olive-branch; 
and  arrows  in  the  talons  of  eagle.  Height  ontt  and  one-half  (U)  inches;  greatest 
width  between  tips  of  winft*  one  and  one-half  ( li)  inches.  Brass-wire  loops  soldered 
At  back  of  eauh  wing.    To  be  shaped  or  carved  ho  as  to  fit  the  front  of  cap. 

Adopted  Miiy  31,  IrfTfi.    Amended  July  19,  1677. 

Eagltt  /or  helmet — Made  of  sheetbrass.  No.  24,  of  the  shape  of  tho  eagle  in  tbe  cost 
of  arms  of  the  United  States,  with  a  national  shield  on  the  breast,  head  surmonnted 
by  a  scroll  with  tbe  motto  "E  plnribus  unnni;"  scroll  extending  downward  and  meet- 
ing olive-branch  and  arrows  in  the  talons  of  the  eagle.  Whole  height  fonr  and  one- 
half  (4)^)  inches;  greatest  width  between  tips  of  wings  three  and  seven-eighths  (3j) 
to  four  (4)  inches.  Two  loops  of  strong  wire  soldered  ou  the  back  to  fasten  to  helmet 
by  means  of  two  small  pieces  of  leather. 

Adopted  May  31,  IS7(i. 

Srtu»  Ittlera  for  eap. — "A"  to  "  M :"  Roman  capitals,  five-eighths  (t)  of  an  inch  long, 
to  be  made  of  sheet-brass,  No.  28;  edges  beveled.  Twosmsll  brass-wire  loops  strongly 
soldered  on  the  haolt  of  letter  to  fasten  it  to  the  capr 

Adopted  May  31,  1676. 

Leilera  "U.S.,"  while  iiifl<U~Ot  white  metal,  chased:  Roman  capitals  one-)ialf(l)  inch 
high,  to  be  placed  within  the  wreath.    To  have  wire  loops  soldered  on  back  to  fasten 

Adopted  May  31, 1676. 
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Xaniberi  for  cap. — Not.  "1"  to  "0,"  Inclnslve,  flve'el)ilithB(i)  of  an  inch  loii([,  to  l>e 
made  of  sbe«^b^H'M,  No.  36;  edges  beveled.    Small  braas'Wire  loujia  same  asou  lettera. 

AdoptfdMay  :11,  I8rs. 

Xumberg  for  coat. — Noa.  "1"  to  ''  0,"  inclaxive :  T.ach  nnmlt^r  to  be  made  of  sheet- 
braw,  No,  2H,  nne-halE  fj)  inch  long;  edges  beveled.  Two  brass-wire  loops  soldered 
on  ibe  back  of  uuDiber  to  fasten  it  to  coat-collar. 

Adopted  May  31,  1^76. 

ScroUt  und  ringi  for  hrlmel.— One  on  each  side,  between  the  lunf-sbaped  points  of  the 
top  piece,  its  lower  edge  one-half  (J)  inch  below  thew  points. 

Tbe  scroll  is  three-foorths  (2)  iuch  diauielcr,  oruarueuted  to  correspond  with  the 
fafiteniog  of  the  to|i  piece. 

On  tbe  top  of  the  scroll,  in  the  center,  is  ao  eye  of  thin  wire  threO'SiKteenths  d'^) 
of  an  inch  high,  holding  a  thin  brass  ring  oiie-balf  ())  inch  in  diaiueter,  to  keep  the 
cords  and  bnitds  in  position. 

Tbe  stem  of  scroll  is  formed  of  two  pieces  of  thin  brasx  wire  to  fasten  it  at  tbe  inside 
of  helmet. 

Adapted  May  31,  1676. 

Khfllg  and  JIa-mti  for  cap.—O!  sheet-brass.  So.  3^,  representing  a  abell  and  flame. 
Diameter  of  shell  three-finnrters  (|)  of  an  inch ;  bei;;h>.  of  Itunie  fmni  upper  edge  of 
shell  Beveii-eigbths(j)ol'  au  iuch;  greatest  width  of  dumc  one  and  one-eighth  (ti> 

Brass-wire  loops  on  hack  saaje  as  on  letters- 
Adopted  Muy  31,  1876 
Skelli  and  fiamei  for  coat.— To  be  of  shpct-brass,  No.  SS.  n-presenting  a  shell  and 

Shell  one-bulf  (1)  inch  diameter,  flames  rising  oue-balfO)  inch  above  nppor  edge  of 
shell;  greatest  breadth  of  flame  neatest  to  shell  tbree-c|iiiirters  (1)  of  an  inch. 

Brass-wire  loops  the  same  aa  on  uumben. 

Adopted  May  .11,  1876. 

PUme-toekfli  for  helmet. — A  cross-sbapcd  foot,  with  convex  bend,  to  fit  exactly  tbe 
torface  of  helmet  top. 

Each  leaf-shaped  poiot  of  the  cross  is  fastened  b;  mean?  of  an  ornamented  button 
with  st«m  of  two  thin  wires. 

Length  of  cross  between  alternate  points  five  and  a  quarter  (3i)  inobas ;  each  leaf 
one  and  aqnarterd^)  inches  at  widest,  three-quarters  (|)  of  au  inch  at  oatrowest 
part;  edge  beveled  ond  grooved. 

On  tbe  center  of  tbe  cross  rests  a  sphere  one  (1)  inch  diameter,  surmonntod  by  a 
short  neck  with  ring,  tbefannerone-half(i),  tbe  latter  five-eighths  (j)  of  an  inch  diam- 
eter, combined  aboutone-bolfCj)  inch  high,  from  which  arises  an  invurted  conical  tube, 
Anted,  oraamented  by  an  heraldic  eagle  with  star  above  his  bead. 

The  top  of  tbe  tnbe  ends  in  four  triangnlar  points.  Width  of  tnbe  across  top  one 
(I)  inch.  Tbe  plume  is  fastened  to  the  top  of  this  socket  by  means  of  a  brass  pin  one- 
fearth  (^)  of  an  inch  thick,  four  and  three-quarters  (4})  inches  long,  with  ornamented 
batten  at  tbe  upper  and  screw-thread  at  lower  end. 

The  latt«r  enters  through  the  socket  and  helmet,  and  is  fssteued  at  tbe  inside  by 
means  of  a  brass  washer  one  and  seven-eigbths(lj)  inches  diameter,  and  a  llinmb-nuh. 
The  plome  is  held  in  a  drooping  position  by  the  bead  of  tbe  above-meutiooed  brass 
pin,  and  a  brass  disk  one  and  one-fourth  (1^)  inches  diameter,  laid  nnder  tbe  woven 
top  part  of  the  plume,  and  resting  on  tbe  points  of  the  socket. 

Adopted  May  31,  I'^C. 

Treot&g  Jot  koipilal-tleaardt'  caps. — Wreath  made  of  dead  or  unhnrnished  gilt-metal, 
representing  two  olive-branches,  held  at  the  bottom  by  a  loop  and  knot,  turning  up- 
ward and  bending  in  an  oval  shape,  approaching  each  other  at  tbe  top.     Height  a~  • 

.    .,  ,   r- Vidth  of  SL       ... 

iiraae-wire  loops  same  as  on  back  of  letters. 
Adapted  Ma;  31,  1876. 

M.  C.  HEIGd, 
Qaarternutaler-GeHcral,  Bvl.  Major- General,  V.  A'.  A. 


SPECIKICATIOSS  FOR  woo 

To  be  pnre,  brown,  woolen  yarn,  made  with  three  threads  double  and  twisted,  to 
have  fiishioned  toes,  and  to  be  of  three  sizes,  viz :  10,  10^,  and  11  inches  long  in  the 
loot.    Length  of  leg  for  all  three  sizes,  fourteen  (14)  inehes. 

Each  dozen  pair  to  contain  live  pairs  of  the  smallest,  four  pairs  of  tbe  medium,  and 
Ibree  pairs  of  the  largest  size,  and  to  weigh  three  (3)  punnds. 
Adopted  May  31, 1«6. 

M.  C.  MEfGS, 
QHarltrwatlrr-Gcneral,  Bel.  Major-detcral,  V.  S.  A. 
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SPECIFICATIONS  FDR   VUITB   GLOVES. 

Made  of  BtroDB  whit«  cotton  knowii  comoierclall;  as  "Berlin  cotton-wool."  Gored 
between  the  Gn^ers.    Tbrae  (3)  weltn  etitched  along  the  back  af  hand. 

A  wbit«  elastic  band,  one-fourth  H)  Jocb  wide,  about  one  (1)  inch  long,  faBtened  to 
the  inner  side  of  tbe  wriat. 
Stitched  hem  around  the  wrist    Tu  be  of  three  sizes :  No.  9,  10,  and  II. 
Adopted  Maj>  31,  ld76. 

H.  C.  MEIGS, 
QuarlenRailer-General,  Set.  Majar-GeHtral,  U.  S.  J. 

ePKCIKICATIONS  FOR  WOOLKN  MITTBN'S. 

To  be  niftdp  of  pure  gray  woolen  yaro,  donbled  and  twisted;  thumb  and  lore&ngfit 
fonued.    To  be  of  three  sizes,  \iz:  10, 11,  and  12  iocbsH  in  length. 

Each  dozen  pairs  to  have  five  paira  of  the  smBllest,  fonr  pairs  of  the  medinm,  and 
three  paire  nf  the  larKcxt  size,  and  to  weigh  two  and  oue-qnarter  (lil)  nonnds. 
Adopted  May  31,  1876. 

H.  C.  HElOa 
QHartematUr-General,  Bvt  Mujm-Geutral,  U.  S.  A. 

BPECIFICATIOKS   FOR  SBAL-SXi:f  GAUKTI.ffr  QLOVES. 

To  be  made  of  the  "woolwal"  skin,  according  to  pattern. 

Gaantleta  to  be  at  least  five  (■'>)  iDcfaesdeep  andof  suflScieDt  fallneee  to  admit  caff  of 
dreu-coat  or  blouse. 
Palms  of  bnckskiu. 
To  be  of  three  sJiea.  viz :  9, 10,  and  11. 
Adopted  May  83,  1H76. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quarlermaater-General,       I.  Afajor-Gtneral,  V.  S.  J. 

SPECIFICATIONS   FOR   BOOTS. 

To  be  worked  square  with  the  last  on  which  they  are  made ;  the  nlges  to  be  finished 
with  ehouldcrsticks,  without  heel-ball,  aud  must  measure  at  least  half  a  size  (outside) 
more  than  they  are  marked. 

The  upper  leather  to  be  the  best  oak-taoned  from  slaughter-hides.  The  solee  to  be 
the  best  oak-tanned  from  South  Americau  (commonly  called  Spanish)  dry  hides.  Xo 
split  leather  to  be  used. 

The  width  of  the  soles  across  the  ball  of  the  foot  to  Ira  graduated  as  follows,  and  to 
be  in  proportion  tbronghout :  No.  5,  3(  iochee;  No.  6,  31  inches;  No,  7,  31  inches;  N* 
8,  4  ioches  ;  No.  9,  4i  inches;  No.  IQ,  4^  inches;  No.  11,  4|  inches  ;  No.  13,  4)  Inches. 

The  insteps  and  toPB  to  nicagore  as  follows  r  No.  5,  91,9;  No.  (5,91,91;  No,  7,91,9*; 
N«.  8,  lU,  9j  ;  No.  9,  lO^,  10 ;  Ko.  10,  lOf,  10), ;  No.  II,  I0|,  lOJ  ;  No.  \2,  II,  lOl- 

The  measurcmout  fur  a  No.  b  boot,  standard,  is  as  follows,  viz :  Heel,  13|  inches ;  in- 
step, 10  inches;  ball  or  toe,  across,  9J  inches;  length  of  legs,  15}  incliMi  in  front,  M 
inehes  back;  width  of  leg  at  top,  14}  inches;  width  of  strap,  l|  inclics  ;  lengtb  of  strap, 
9inobes;  height  of  counter,  2^  iuohes  (counter  to  be  sewdd  over  side  spam);  leaglh 
and  width  of  lieel,  3  inches;  width  of  sole  or  ball,  4  iuohea.  They  are  to  have  sii(G) 
stitches  to  the  inch  in  the  side  seam  in  the  upper  part  of  the  leg,  eight  (8)  8titcb«s  to 
the  inch  about  the  counters,  and  twelve  (12)  stitches  to  the  !ncb  on  counter  and  straps. 

To  have  double  soles,  fastened  to  the  upper  leather  and  inner  sole  flrinly  together 
with  braas  screns  (<be  throsd  of  which  shall  be  cleanly  cut  by  the  machine  on  131 
brass  wire  aud  inaerted  in  the  sole,  so  that  there  will  be  five  spaces  to  every  two  {'i) 
iuchea)  well  clinched  inside,  so  as  to  render  the  inner  sole  perfectly  smooth. 

Adopted  May  31,  1876. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
IJuartemuater-Gtueral,  But.  Major-General,  V.  S.  A- 

Modified  August  24,  le7C,  so  as  to  admit  the  uae  of  the  Kstabrook  &,  Wise  patent 
cliDcbing-screw,  which  is  driven  into  the  leather  with  a  hammer,  and  not  screwed  in. 

SPECIFICATIONS   FOR   SnUES. 

To  be  worked  square  with  the  last  on  which  they  are  made;  the  edges  to  be  flclabed 
with  shouldersticiis,  without  beel-ball,  and  t«  measure  at  least  half  a  size  outside  more 
tlian  they  are  marked.  Upper  leather  to  be  of  the  best  oak-tanned,  ftom  slaugbtei- 
hides;  aolesof  beet  quality  oak-tauned  South  AmericBo  (commonly  called  Spanish)  dry 
bides.  No  split  leather  to  be  used.  Width  of  soles  across  bait  of  foot  graduated  ss 
follows,  and  to  be  in  proportion :  No.  5,  3|  inches ;  No.  6.  3|  inches ;  No.  7,  3J  inches ; 
No. 8, 4 inches;  No.  9, 4^  inches;  No.  10,  4} inches;  No. It,  1}  inches;  No.  12, 41  inches. 
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Ttae  iu«t«p  and  toM  to  measure  as  follows :  No.  5.  9},  9 ;  No.  6,  9},  9i ;  No.  7,  Of,  9) ; 
No.  8,  10,  91;  No.  9,  10^,10;  No.  10,  lOJ,  lOi ;  No.  U,  lOJ.  lOj;  No.  12,11,  lOJ. 

Donliie  Bolea  fiieteDed  to  upper  leatber  aad  inaer  Bole  with  brotu  BorewB  made  of  No. 
13i  brow  wire,  tbe  tbniad  of  wbich  mual  be  cleaoly  cut  by  the  maoliiiie. 

f^rews  to  be  well  clinched  inside,  so  as  to  reoiler  joner  sole  perfectly  BOiootb. 

ToDgn^B  to  rise  one-bnlf  {^)  inch  above  the  nppenwhen  on  tbe  foot,  and  to  measare 
at  leant  two  (2)  iochfS  across  top ;  to  be  Joined  to  tbe  upper  frout  by  a  liat  scaiu  at  b 
point  jast  above  tbe  tboaE-holes,  and  cot  m  as  to  mold  to  the  instep. 

To  bare  at  least  nine  (9)  stit^^bea  to  tbe  inch  in  tbe  fitting. 

Adopted  March  e,  1»T6. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
QuaTtenKQiler-Oeatral,  BrI.  Major-Utntral,  U.  S  A. 

SPKCIflCATIONS   FOR   ARCTIC  OVERSUOES. 

Fronts  and  tjaartera  miide  of  black  tweed  waterproof,  with  cosrse  gray  felt  liniDg, 
beld  toeether  by  an  inner  coatiot;  of  ludia  rubber.  Vulcanized  rubber  foiiuj^  aroiiud 
tbe  entire  ahoe,  to  Titte  at  hue!  sufflcieDtl;  to  cover  counter,  to  be  about  one  (1)  inch  deep 
at  sides  forward  of  heel,  and  to  rise  at  'toe  to  a  height  of  about  two  (i!)  inches  at  center; 
eicele  sole  and  heel  of  vulcanized  rubber,  bottoms  rough ;  average  btight  about  seven 
anO'S  half  (7|)  inches  from  heel  to  top  of  upper;  average  weight  three  ponndsand  t«n 
onucea  (3  lbs.  10  oz.)  per  pair. 

Front  and  quarter  Joined  by  a  gore  of  same  material,  so  as  to  exclude  snow,  water 
&c. 

Sixes  to  cover  Army  boots  and  shoes  of  t 
re«pODdiPg  tariff,  tbns :  tio.  7  overshoe  to  co 
tbe  scale  of  sizes. 

The  tariff  for  overshoes  would,  therefore,  be  ?,  ^.o,  V.  W.  H.  iV.  A.  i**  =  IW. 

FaateoloK  at  front,  a  buckle  and  strap  a*  on  sample.  Front  aud  quarters  secured  by 
rivet  at  each  side. 

Adopted  May  5, 1876. 

M.  C,  MEIG3, 
Qnta-ttnuultr-Gtneral,  Brtvet  Major-GtHsraJ,  V,  S.  A. 

SPECIFICITIONS  FOR   WOOLEN  BLAKKBT8. 

Each  blanket  to  be  seven  (7)  feet  long  and  five  (5)  feet  six  (6}  inches  wide,  and  to 
weigh  five  (,fi)  pounds.  To  be  gray  in  color,  and  made  of  pure  long-staple  wool,  free 
from  aboddy,  reworked  wool  or  cotton,  or  any  impure  materials;  to  have  the  letters 
"  U.  8."  iu  dark  blue,  fonr  (4)  inches  long,  in  the  center;  to  bear  a  strain  of  not  less 
than  twentj-five  (35)  poonda  per  inch  for  the  warp,  and  thirty  (30)  pounds  per  inch 
for  the  woof  witbont  tearing,  and  to  have  not  leas  than  twenty-two  {'ii)  threads  of 
warp  and  twenty-five  (25)  threads  of  filling  or  woof  to  the  inoh.  The  threads  to  be 
well  driven  up.    The  stripes  at  ends  of  blanket  to  be  dark  bine,  of  pure  indigo  dye. 

Note.— It  is  immaterial  whether  the  letters  "  V.  8."  be  stamped  on  the  blanket  or 
woven  into  the  fabric;  their  color  must  be  pure  indigo  dye. 

Adopteil  by  the  Secretary  of  War  August  )t3, 187S,  in  lieu  of  the  speaificatlons  adopted 
Aueaat  15,  ItJTJ. 

H.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quarlerauuter-Gentral,  Breeet  iiajor-Gmeral,  U.  S.  A. 

aFECIPICATIOnB  FOR   IRON  BUNKS. 

To  consist  ot  two  trestles,  one  for  the  head,  the  other  for  tbe  foot,  made  of  the  best 
qnality  Ameriean  wrought  iron,  and  painted. 

£ach  treetle  to  have  foor  (4)  legs,  two  on  each  side,  made  of  wrougbt-iron  bars  one 
and  one-fonrth  (1^)  inoh  wide,  three- eighths  (|)  of  an  inch  thick,  and  one  (1)  foot 
loiiR,  slightly  turned  up  on  the  bottom. 

Tbe  two  legs  on  the  same  side  are,  at  tbe  top,  firmly  onited  in  a  solid  iron  socket 
two  and  one-half  ('iii)  inches  long,  one  and  three-fourths  (1[)  Inch  broad,  one  and  one. 
half  (li)  inch  high,  diverging  at  right  angles  with  tbe  body  of  the  trestle  toward  the 
bottom  to  a  distance  of  from  ten  (10)  to  twelve  (13)  inches. 

Tbe  same  sockets  hold  also  tbe  cross-piece,  an  iron  bar  one  and  one-fuurlb  (1^)  inch 


wide,  one-half  (1)  inch  thick,  and  two  (2)  feet  two  (2)  inches  long  in  the  clear. 
Strongly  riveted  to  this  cross-piece  are  four  upright  Iron  pins  one  half  (1)  inch  thick 
and  auont  one  and  one-half  (!})  Inch  high,  at  equal  distances  from  each  other,  to  re- 
ceive and  bold  the  slals.  The  two  outer  pins  have  screw-threads  with  corresponding 
thamb-Dute  for  the  better  security  of  the  stats.  On  the  top  of  the  socket  that  connects 
the  cross-piece  with  the  legs  is  another  socket-,  octagonal,  two  and  one-half  (2j)  inches 
high  and  two  (S)  inches  in  diameter,  to  bold  the  upper  frame;  tbe  latter,  courtisting  of 
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two  (3)  i)]iri);lit  iron  rods  flve-nlghths  (i)  of  an  incb  t.hick  and  abunt  Hevent«eii  (IT) 
inches  bii;b,  an  iron  rod  one-bair(j)  incb  tbick  acrosa  tbe  top  of  the  two  upripthts,  »n(l 
fonr  iroii  braces,  one-batf  a)  inch  rods,  rnaning  diagi>Dal1;  from  tbe  four  cornere  of 
tbe  tipper  frame  and  meeting  at  c«nter  in  an  oruainented  iron  sbield  with  the  letters 

1   '    The  tvo  braoea  mnuing  from  the  npper  comers  down  toward  the  ccnterara 

fltraigbt;  tbe  tower  ones  are  bent  thus:  , '     ' ,.    Alt  tbe  rods  forming  the  npper 

frame  are  coDnected  with  oeatlf-turoed  iron  sockets.  There  are  to  each  bunk  tear 
8tat«.  made  of  pine,  aab,  oak,  or  niaple  wood,  alMut  six  (6)  feet  ten  (10)  inches  long, 
six  (6)  inches  wide,  the  two  outHiile  ones  one  (1)  inch,  and  the  two  inside  ones  thrm- 
<|UarlerB  (})  of  an  inch  tbick.  At  a  distance  of  one  and  three-quarters  (If)  inch  from 
each  end  of  ihe  alats  Are  holes  of  safflcienl  diameter  to  admil  tbe  alatpins. 

Adopted  Ma;  31,  m6, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Qa/trttrma$ter-atneral,  BrL  Major-GtHeral,  D.  S.  J. 

SPECIFICATION   FOR  AX-BANDLM. 

Made  of  good,  peasooed,  atraight-fcraioed  hickory,  Ibirty-fonr  (34)  to  thirty-six  (30) 
inches  Ions,  and  free  from  knots  or  ebakes. 
Adopted  Hay  31,  ldT6. 

M.  C.  MEIQ8, 
QMOTUrnu lUr-Gtntral,  Brt.  Major-General,  V.  S.  A. 

GPECIFICATION6   FOR  WALL-TENTS. 

nimintiom  whm  pitched. — Height,  elfcht  (8)  feet  six  (6)  inobes;  length  of  ridge,  nine 
(9)  feet;  width,  niue  (9)  feet;  height  of  wall,  three  (S)  feet  nine  (9)  inches  ;  wail-earta, 
two  (2)  inches  wide;  height  of  door,  seven  (T)  feet;  width  of  door,  fourteen  (14)  inehea 
at  Itottom,  ten  ( 1 0)  inches  at  top  ;  fi'om  top  of  ridge  to  wall,  six  (6)  feet  six  (6)  inches. 

To  be  made  of  cotton  duck  twenty  eight  and  a  half  (28^)  inches  wide,  clear  of  all 
imperfections,  and  weighing:  twelve  (1'2)  onnces  to  the  linear  yard. 

Tobenisdoinaworkmanlikemanuer.  with  not  less  than  two  and  a  half  (2i)stitchM 
of  equal  length  to  the  inch,  made  with  donble  thread  of  live-fold  cotton  twine  well 

Tbe  seams  not  less  than  one  inch  in  width  and  no  slack  taken  in  them. 

OromnietH,  made  with  roulleahle  iron  riuR,  galvanized,  miut  be  worked  In  all  the 
holes,  and  well  made  with  waxed  cotton  twine. 

Tbe  door  and  stay-pieces  to  he  of  the  same  inaterinl  as  the  teot 

Stay-piecea  on  the  ends  and  rid^e  of  tent  to  be  nine  (9)  inches  sqnare. 

8iay-piece«  at  tbe  corners  of  the  tent,  nt  the  angle  of  the  wall  and  roof,  to  be  eight 
(8)  inches  wide,  let  into  the  tabling  ar,  the  eavea,  and  extending  eight  (6)  inches  np  the 
roof  and  eight  (8)  tnohes  down  the  wall. 

The  sod-cloth  to  be  of  seven  (T)  ounce  cotton  dnck,  nine  (9)  inches  wide  la  the  clear 
from  the  tabling,  and  to  extend  from  door  to  door  around  both  sldee  and  ends  of  the 
tent. 

The  tabling  on  the  foot  of  the  tent,  when  finished,  to  be  two  and  a  half  (ii})  inches 
JD  width.  Theeave-tines  to  be  of  six-thread  mauilaliue  nine  (9)  feet  long  in  tbeclear, 
and  ten  (10)  in  nnmber. 

The  door-lines  to  be  of  six-lhread  mauila  line  three  (3)  feet  long  in  tbe  dear. 

Twelve  dooc-rtrlnga  one  (1)  inch  wide  and  fourteen  (14)  inehea  long  in  tbe  clear,  of 
linen  or  cotton  webbing. 

Foot-lines,  Bevent«en  in  namber,  to  be  loops,  both  ends  passing  tbrongh  a  nngle 
gronimet  worked  in  the  aoam,  and  to  be  held  by  what  is  known  as  the  "Uattbew- 
Wnlker  knot,"  inatead  of  the  wooden  bntl^n. 

The  tabling  at  bottom,  the  snd-cloth.  and  the  foot-lines  to  be  so  arranged  that  the 
sod-cloth  falls  outside  and  the  foot^liues  inside  the  tunt. 

All  lines  to  be  well  whipped  one  inoh  from  the  enda  with  waxed  twine,  and  properly 
knotted. 

Adopted  May  SO,  18T6. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quarttrmatter-GtyitmS,  Bet.  Majwr-Generat,  V.  S,  A. 

SI'SCIKI  CATIONS   FOR   FLIB8   FOR  WAIX-TRNT. 

Length  tilteen  (1&)  feet  six  ((i)  inches,  width  nine  (9)  feet  when  finished. 

To  lie  made  of  cotton  duck  twenty-eight  and  one-lislf  (^HJ)  inches  wide,  clear  of  all 
imperfecliono,  and  wpigbing  ten  (10)  ounces  to  the  linear  yard. 

A  three  (3)  inch  labling  tu  be  finished  on  the  ends,  and  a  one  and  one-half  (IJ)  inch 
tabling  on  the  aides ;  six-thread  nianila  lines  used  under  the  tabling  on  tbe  ends. 
Strong  grommet-holes  to  be  worked  on  the  tnbiing  near  the  ends  of  each  seam  and  at 
thecornersof  tbe  t1y,of  sufflcieDt  size  to  admit  the  linca;  also  near  the  end  of  the  ridge 
to  admit  the  spindles. 
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Sla.T-pieceB  fur  ihe  corners  nod  rUlge  to  be  of  tbe  same  innterisl  an  the  fly,  and  to  b« 
□ine  (9)  iucbea  iiqiiarp,  fiuisbod. 

The  lly  ia  to  bo  made  io  a  norkmaalike  manner  id  every  respect,  Trith  net  lera  than 
tn-o  anil  a  bulf  (ii)  stitclitis  of  ei|uul  length  lo  the  iuch,  made  with  double  thr.'ad  of 
tive-fuld  cotton  twine  well  naied. 

The  aearag  not  leee  than  one  (1)  ioch  in  ^rldth,  and  no  ahick  taken  in  them. 

Ten  (10)  eave-llnee  of  eii-threud  mnnila  line,  soft  and  tliatile,  each  cut  nine  (9)  feet 
lonfF,  whipped  on  Ihe  hutton-ends  itnd  properly  knotted  at  tbe  slip-ends. 

The  tines  ftre  required  to  be  well  whipped  with  waxed  cotloo  twine  one  inch  from 
tbe  end*. 

Sli[>i  and  bnttons  to  lie  of  Army  standard.  The  fly,  clear  of  lines,  slips,  and  bottons, 
to  weigh  fonileen  (14)  pounds. 

Eare-lioes.  slips,  and  bult^Es,  three  (3)  pounds. 

Total  weijcht  abont  seventeen  (17)  punuds. 

Adopted  May  'iO,  ld7G. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
(^narltnaailfr-Geiitral,  lltt.  Major-General,  C.  S.  J. 

SPECIFICiTIOSS  lOH  COUMOK  TBST8. 

Diiuentiom  trim  finiihed, — Height,  when  pitched,  S  leet  10  inches ;  lenjctb  of  ridge, 
wben  pitched,  G  feet  10  inchesj  width,  when  pitched,  S  feet  4  inches ;  beiirbt  of  dour, 
when  pitched,  5  feet  G  inches ;  width  of  dour,  when  pitched,  at  bottom,  I  ^t ;  width 
of  door,  when  pitched,  at  top,  9  inches  ;  from  top  of  ridge  to  lowur  edge  of  roof,  wbeu 
pitcbed,  B  feet  ^  inch. 

To  be  of  standard  cotton  duck.  2Sj  inches  in  width,  clear  of  all  iiii perfection*,  and 
weighing  10  onnces  to  the  linear  yard. 

End  of  tent  t^  be  cut  with  a  sweep  of  4  inches  from  corner  to  center,  to  be  made  in  a 
workmanlike  manner,  with  not  tsss  than  2^  stitches  of  eqiul  length  to  tbe  inch,  made 
with  donble  thread  of  flve-fold  cotton  tvciue  welt  waxed.  The  seams  tu  be  not  less 
than  1  inch  in  width,  and  uo  slack  taken  in  tbeni. 

Gromiuets,  15  in  nnmber,  to  be  made  with  g-inch  gHlvaoiKed  malleable  iron  rings, 
and  well  worked  in  the  tabling  at  the  eeaius  with  four-thread  tlve-fuld  cottoo  twine, 
well  woxud. 

One  zrommet  In  door,  to  tw  made  in  same  mauner,  with  |-inch  ring. 

The  door  and  stky-pieces  to  tw  of  the  same  material  as  the  tent.  The  stay-piecBS  on 
the  ridge  of  tent  to  tie  9  inobee  sqiwre  ;  those  on  the  end  of  tent 9  inches  in  length,  and 
of  diamond  shape,  so  as  to  Join  the  stay- pieces  on  theiidge,  as  in  standard. 

The  sod-cloth  to  be  of  S-ounce  ooltoii  dock,  'J  inches  in  width,  in  the  clear,  from  the 
tabling,  and  to  extend  nroand  the  tent. 

The  tabline  on  Ihe  foot  of  tent,  when  finished,  to  be  3  inches  in  width. 

The  door-lines  to  be  of  sii-tbread  rasnlla  line,  3  feet  long  in  the  clear,  and  veil 
whipped  1  inch  from  the  end  with  waxed  cotton  twine. 

Tbe  foot'StoiH  to  be  a  loop,  4^  inches  long  in  the  clear,  of  six-thrend  rfttline,  both 
eada  passing  tnrongh  the  grommet  worked  in  the  tabling  at  seams,  and  to  be  held  by 
a  "  Hatthew- Walker  knot"  instead  of  the  wooden  bntton.  Euda  to  be  well  whipped 
with  cotton  twine,  well  waxed. 

Twelve  door-strlnga,  I  inch  in  width  and  14  inches  long  in  the  clear,  to  be  placed 
Vti  inches  apart. 

Adopted  January  1%  1876. 

M.  C.  HEIGS, 
QKaiitratatler-Oeneral,  Bvl.  Mojor-General,  U.  S.  A. 

SPECIFIC ATIOKB  FOB  POLES  FOR  COMMON  TENTS. 

Ridges  of  white  pine,  and  nprigbt«  of  aab. 

Ridge  six  (6)  feet  ten  (10)  inches  long,  two  and  a  half  (2J)  inches  wide,  one  and 
seTen-eightbs  (Ij)  inch  thick ;  bands  of  no.  24  sheet-iron  on  each  end,  two  (S)  inches 
wide,  secoTed  by  two  screws  one  (1;  inch  long;  a  half  (1)  Inch  bole  one  (1)  inch  from 
each  end. 

Uprigbts  seven  (7)  feet  four  (4)  inches  long,  two  (2)  inches  thick  [  bands  of  No.  34 
sheet-iron  on  upper  end,  one  and  three-quarters  ()})  inch  wide,  shcucihI  by  two  screws 
one  (I)  Inch  long;  spindles  of  three-eiKhths  (|)  of  an  inch  iron  to  project  on t  one  and 
a  half  (It)  inch,  and  iuserted  in  uprigbts  two  (2)  inches.  Bauds  and  spindles  to  bo 
galvanized. 

AfoptedM3y31,18T6. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Qaarte)i»atler- Central,  BrI.  ilaJor-Gcnrral,  U.  S.  A. 
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fll'BCIFIC.VTIOSS   VOtt   SLIPS   FOm  TKNTS. 

Made  of  cberry,  birch,  or  other  cto»e-fci^ftin«d  ei _      .__ 

be  Bevcuand  five-maLtba(Tf)  incLeo  tiing.  one  and  Cliroa-qaarten  (IJ)  ii 

end.    A  bole  at  eacu  eud,  oiie-balf  (j)  iuch  in  diameler,  to  receive  tbe  teDt-cord. 

For  wall-teats,  five  aoA  one-half  (!>})  incheii  loQ);.  ooe  and  three- q Darters  (1  })  iuch 
nide  at  each  end,  oue  (1)  iuch  in  liiamelur  in  the  niiiliite.  and  one  (I)  inch  throngfaauU 
A  hole  at  each  end,  tbive -eighths  (f)  of  an  incli  in  diameter,  to  receive  the  lent-cord. 
Adopted  May  31,  IHTH. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Oworferniondr-GeBWfli,  Brl.  Major-Generat,  U.  S.  A. 

6PKCIFICAT10N8  KOK   OAHlllSOX-tLlGS. 

To  be  inade  of  bunting,  tlilrtjr'eix  (36)  feet  fly  and  twenty  (20)  feet  boiat;  thirteen 
(13)  horizontal  etripee  of  equal  breadlb,  altcrDBlel.v  red  and  wuite,  begiDUJoit  nith  Ibe 
red.  In  tbe  upper  qnarter,  next  the  staff,  is  tbe  "  Union,"  couipoMd  of  a  noDlber  cf 
white  atars  equal  to  tbe  iiuinher  of  States  in  tbe  Union  (each  star  meBsnrinic  ten  (10) 
inchea  between  tbe  farthest  paints,  arranged  iu  five  (5)  rows  parallel  to  tbe  laogti 
edges  of  the  &a,g,),  on  a  blue  field,  one-third  (^)  the  len^lh  of  Vlie  flag,  and  eitecding  lo 
tbe  lower  edf;e  of  tbe  fourth  led  atripe  from  the  top.  The  heading  to  be  of  ttont  eight 
{fi)  ounce  cotton  duck,  seven  (7)  incbes  wide,  donblcd  to  tbe  flag,  making  it  three  aud 
one-half  (3^)  inchea  wide  when  completed,  and  having  a  piece  of  etout  two  (S)  inch 
webbing  thrangh  it  exteudio);  the  wbole  width  of  tbe  flag. 

To  have  on  each  corner  of  flag  at  heading  a  tciangular  sta.v-pieoe  of  bunting,  tbe 
horizontal  side  of  which  is  twelve  (12)  inches,  tbe  vertical  side  ten  (10)  ircbea. 

A  galvanized  iron  staple  and  ring  (see  ful.  66G)  at  each  end  of  Sag-beading,  faateoed 
with  five  (5)  copper  riveta. 

Tje  lower  edge  or  bottom  of  fly  to  be  turned  in  three  (3)  thickoewcs,  with  three  (3) 
rowa  of  aewing  on  it,  to  strengthen  the  flug. 

Adopted  May  31,  1ST6. 

M.  C.  UEIGS, 
QuarttmaaUr-Genrral,  Brt.  Mojor-General,  C.  S.  J. 

epECIFtCATIOMS  FOR  POST'FLdlGS. 


feet  hoist,  stare  six  (6^  inches  between  farthest  points,  stay-pieces  eight  (8)  by  ten  (10) 
incbes,  and  bending  tnree  {'■!)  inches  widewben  completed. 
Adopted  May  31, 18Tf>. 

M.  C.  MF.IG8, 
QuarleniiailtT-Generat,  BrI.  Mojor-CtniTat,  U.  S.  A. 

SPECIFICATIONS  rOR   FLAO-HAIXIARDS. 

For  garrison  and  Htorm  flaea :  To  be  made  of  the  best  American  or  Italian  hemp,  com- 

Sosed  of  four  strands,  each  three  folds,  hard  twisted,  two  hundred  and  twenty  (220j 
let  long,  thres-eigbthsd  )of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  to  weigh  eleven  (11)  ponnda  each. 
For  recruiting-flags;  Uf  the  same  uiateiisl,  of  four  strands,  with  two  folda  each, 
hard  twisted,  forty-seven  (47)  feet  loug,  tbree-siiteentba  (]"„-)  of  an  inch  in  diameter, 
nnd  to  weigh  nine  (9)  ponuds  to  the  doKeo. 
Adopted  May  31, 1878. 

M.  C.  ME1G8, 
Qaartermatter-Gentraf,  Bvt.  Mnjor-  Gmtral,  i .  »'.  J. 

SPKCIFICATIONS  F 

A  complete  set  of  alencil-platpa  consiata  of  t 
inclndlng  the  usual  mark  fur  "  &,"  and  two  series  of  unmbi-tB  fi —     

Oue  nut  of  let te IB  atid  numbers  to  be  one(l)  inch,  the  other  one-balf  (|)  inch  hi);1i' 
They  are  cnt  on  plates  of  sheet-brass.  No.  2H,  the  larger  two  and  s  quarter  (3^)  by  two 
(2)  inchea,  the  amaller  o»e  and  three-quarters  (If)  by  one  and  a  half  (li)  inch.  Tbe 
upper  edee  of  each  plate  isturued  np  so  aa  to  torui  a  rim  abont  one-hulf  (i)  inch  high, 

Tbeee  platea  are  issued  \n  Japanned  tin  boxea  eii^bt  and  a  bull  (BJ)  incuea  long,  lour 
(4)  incbes  wide,  and  one  and  three-quarters  (IJ)  >ncb  high,  with  binged  lids.  Each 
box  coutaina,  besides  tbe  full  eeta  of  stencils,  a  pake  of  markiug-pr-—  -•  •'-  •—  - 
sponge,  and  a  steneil-brnsb.    Prioted  din-ctiona  for  U  "■  '' 

fuateued  to  tbe  inside  of  the  lid. 

Adopted  May  31,  IcfTti. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quarltrmailtr-Genrral,  Bvt.  Major-Gtneral,  U.  S. . 


Q  L'AETE  BMASTEB-OEKER  AL. 

SPECIFIC  AT  IONS  FOR 

Tlie  block  to  be  made  of  oak,  tan  (10)  incbea  Iodr,  ooe-balf  H)  ioob  thick,  one  (t) 
eud  miter-shaped.    Knots  niade  of  the  best  sbnrp,  Btrons,  Western  briatles. 

At  the  atniftht  end  of  the  block  are  tno  (2)  parallefrowB  of  six  (G)  aud  sevea  (7) 
knote,  respectively,  of  wbitebrietles,  about  one  (l)iach  long,  slanting  outward;  arouod 
tbe  froiit  11  one  (I)  row  of  tbirCeen  (13)  Hlantinf;  iinota  of  the  aame  size  and  material. 

The  bod V  of  tbe  block  contaiii8fonr('l)  rowsof  white  bristles,  eleven  (11)  knoU  in  a 
TOW,  and  tnree  (3)  rone  of  black  bristles,  twelve  (12)  knots  in  a  row,  black  and  white 
alternately.  These  knots  are  three-fonrlhs(t)  of  an  inch  bigh.  In  tbe  mitered  end  the 
knots  are  plaoed  closet  tojcetber,  and  abont  aeveu-eitcbtbs  (t)  of  an  Inch  bi([b,  black, 
vitb  only  one  (1)  row  of  white  briHtlee.  Tbete  are  altO);ether  one  bnndred  and  fifty 
(  L50)  knots,  drawn  tbrough  the  block  with  good  strong  wire. 

The  back  of  the  block  has  a  cover  of  bass  or  other  suitable  wood  ooe-eighCb  (1)  of 
an  inch  thick,  firmly  nailed  to  it. 

Adopted  May  Jl,  l;r6. 

H.  C.  MEI08, 
QaarlermMlet-Ofiterat,  Bet.  Mojor-Genenl,  V.  8.  A. 

^^ECIKICATIO^s  for  brooms. 

The  body  of  tbe  broom  is  to  be  made  of  the  best  broom-curo,  ntrong  and  pliable,  from 
eisteeu  (1<>)  to  eighteen  (IH)  inches  long  from  the  neck  to  the  ends;  held  in  shape  by 
Ihree  ties  of  strong  twine  one  (1)  inch  apart,  tbe  lower  about  Gve  and  one  half  (51) 
inches  distant  from  tbe  handle. 

At  tbe  middle  tie  the  broom  must  be  perfectly  solid,  abotit  seven  (7)  inches  wide  and 
one  and  one-half  (1^)  inob  thick,  bpreading  at  theeuds  to  a  width  of  about  sixteen  (IS) 

The  npper  end  of  the  broom  li  fastened  arotind  the  handle  by  three  <3)  strands  of 
twine  nearest  to  the  body  of  the  brooui,  two  strands  neat  the  handle,  the  part  between 
tbeee  (2)  fasteninf^  being  strongtj-  interwoven  with  single  strands  of  twine. 

The  handle,  made  of  bass-wood,  is  about  tbirty-nine  (39)  inches  long  and  one  (1) 
inch  in  diamtiter.     Whole  weight  abont  two  (2)  pounds.    Tbe  broom  accepted  a*  Army 
standard  la  in  the  trade  known  as  "  Carpet  Broom,  No.  2." 
Adopted  May  31, 1876. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
QaarleTvuuter-Oaural,  Btt.  Major-Gineral,  V.  S.  A. 

SFKCIFICCnONB   FOB   DARK-BLUS  CXOTK. 

,6-i)  wide  ;  to  he  of  _ 
with  pure  indigo  to  color  of  standard  sample;  to^be  free  from  shoddy  or  fiocks,  and 
the  nap  to  be  very  slightly  raised ;  to  have  fifty-six  (56)  threads  of  filling  and  sixty 
(fiO)  threads  of  chain  in  eaoh  sqnare  inob;  to  weigh  not  less  than' twenty-one  (31) 
onnces  per  linear  ^ard ;  the  breakiDg  strain  to  be  not  lees  than  sixty-eight  (6H)  pounds 
to  one  (t)  inch  width  of  warp  in  the  piece,  and  Gfty  (60)  pounds  to  (1)  inch  width  of 
filling  in  the  piece.  All  olotn  to  be  of  standard  strength  here  given,  with  an  allow- 
ance of  three  (3)  pounds  fur  variatiou  in  samples ;  bnt  no  cloth  breaking  nnder  a  strain 
fonr  (4)  ponnds  less  than  the  standard  will  be  accepted  from  oontractoia. 
Adopted  May  31,  1»76. 

H.  C.  HEIGS, 
ijnartermailgr-Oetierai,  Brt,  J^ajor-Gmeral,  U.S.A. 

SntCIFICATIOKS   FOR  HKIf-BLL'R  KBRSBV,  HBAVY  ()UALITr. 

To  be  sis-qaarteT(£^)  wide;  to  l>e  of  pnre  long-staple  American  fleecfr-wool,  freo 
from  shoddy  or  flocks,  and  dyed  with  pare  indigo  to  color  of  standard  sample ;  the  nap 
to  be  very  slizbtly  raised ;  to  weigh  not  lest  than  twenty-two  (2i)  onnces  per  linear 
yard  of  fifty-raur  inobea  in  width ;  to  have  forty-eight  (48)  threads  of  tilling  and  forty- 
two  (43)  threads  of  chain  In  each  square  inch;  the  breaking  strain  to  be  not  less  than 
fifty-eight  (5H)  ponnds  to  one  inch  width  of  irarp  in  the  pi«ce  and  fifty  (5(J)  pounds  to 
one  inch  width  of  filling  in  the  piece. 

Alt  kersey  to  be  of  the  standard  strength  here  given,  with  an  allowance  of  three  (3> 
ponndafor  variation  in  samples;  but  no  kersey  breaking  under  a  strain  four  (4)  ponnds 
leas  than  the  standard  wilt  be  accepted  from  contractors. 

Adopted  Joly  3,  Id75. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
(fuartcnuatter  Genial,  liil.  Major-Gtneral,  U.S.  A. 

18  w  . 
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spKcvnctnova  for  skt-bldx  xrbsxy,  uoht  quAurv. 

To  be  flftf-four(54)inehM  wide,  sod  made  of  pare  IaoK-<t*P'B'^i>'B'^csnfie»ee-wix>r 
free  tmm  shoddy,  flocks,  or  otbor  impurUiee ;  wool  dyed  with  pure  iodifto  to  coIot  of 
atftodard  Skmple :  Dap  very  sliKbtl;  raised  ;  to  cootaia  forty-eigbt  (4^)  threadsof  warp 
and  forty-six  <46)  (breads  of  filling  to  the  square  Inob,  sud  to  weigh  eighteen  (IS) 
onnces  to  tbe  liueai  yard. 

To  be  capable  of  sostaiiiiiig  tbe  following  strsio  to  tbe  locb,  vie,  thirty-three  (33) 
poDDds  for  warp  aud  tbirty-iix  (3b)  pounds  lor  AlliDg  to  the  iucb. 

Adopted  Uay  as,  1976. 

U.  C.  MEI03, 
QuarlenhMter-Gtntral,  Btl.  iiejoT-Gt»«ral,  U.  S.  J. 

BPKCIFICATIONB   FOR   FACIKG-CLOTH. 

To  be  mode  aii.<]uarter  (C-4)  of  a  yard  wide,  of  best  Ameriean  fleece-wool,  free  from 
shoddy,  flocks,  or  otfasr  impurities;  twilled;  all  wool,  dyed  in  the  following  colon, 
vis:  sKy-blne,  dark  bine,  scarlet,  yellow,  crimson,  orange,  gray,  euerald-green,  and 
white. 

To  coDtain  aixty-foni  (64)  threads  in  the  chain,  sixty  (60)  threads  in  the  filling  to 
the  sqnora  inob,  sod  to  weigh  eisteeo  (16)  onnces  to  tbe  linear  yard. 

Capable  of  sostaiDiug  tbe  foliowiug  strain  to  tbe  iQcb,  viz,  thirty  (30)  pouoda  for 
ohaln,  twenty  (20)  ponnds  for  fllllug. 

Adopted  Hay  31,  ltJT6. 

H.  C.  HEIGS, 
QnartenKatter-Gtnetal,  Btt.  Major-General,  U.S.A. 

StKCIFICATlOKS  FOE  OBAY  SHIBTIMG-FLANSKL,  UOEIT  QUAUTY. 

To  be  full  twenty-seven  (ST  )  inches  wide  when  flnisbed.  To  have  flfty-eix  (56)  tbrewlB 
of  chain  and  forty-eight  (48)  thrrads  of  filling  to  the  square  inch. 

Theuhaintobe  made  of  the  best  long-staple  American  cotton  yam,No.  46,  doubled  and 
twisted,  dyed  pure  indigo-blue,  and  to  weigh  one  and  one-half  (1^)  ounces  to  the  jatd. 
The  fllllug  to  lie  composed  of  good  quality  Aaerioan  fleece-wool  (at  least  one-qnarter 
blood)  and  of  the  best  long-staple  Amerlcao  cotton,  iu  tbe  proportiun  of  seventy-five  (75) 
parts  wool  to  twenty-tire  (36)  parts  cotton,  and  to  be  free  from  ahoddy,  flocks,  orothsr 
ImpDrities.  To  be  dyed  with  indigo  aud  logwood  to  color  of  flUiDg  of  standard  sample, 
and  t«  weigh  three  and  oae-balf  CH)  ounces  to  tbe  yard.  Weight  to  be  not  leas  than 
five  (5)  onnces  to  tbe  linear  yard.  The  breaking  strain  to  be  not  less  than  thirty-four 
(34)  pounds  to  one  inch  width  of  warp  and  thirty-one  (31)  ponnds  to  tbeinoh  width  of 
filling  in  tbe  piece. 

To  be  neither  hot  nor  cold  pressed. 

To  be  proper!;  fulled,  and  uf  the  shade  of  the  standard  sample. 

Adopted  Jaunary  5,  1S76, 

H,  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartainatler-Gtnenil,  BiL  MtjoT-Gentrol,  C.  S.  A. 

SPECIFICATIOMS   FOR   ORAT  BHIRTINQ-FLAMNKL,   HKATT  qUALITT. 

To  be  fall  twenty-seven  (Z7)  tnohes  wide  when  fioiehed.  To  have  fifty-six  (56) 
threads  of  chain  and  forty-eigbt  (46)  threads  of  filling  to  the  inch  (square). 

The  chaio  to  be  made  of  the  best  long-staple  American  cotton  yarn,  No.  40,  doubled 
and  twisted,  dyed  pure  indigo-blue,  and  to  weigh  one  and  three-qaortera  (II)  oauoMto 
the  yaid.  The  filling  to  be  comiHwed  of  good  quality  Amerioon  flceoe-wool,  at  leaat  one- 
qawterblood,  andof  tbebeet  loug-Btsple  Amerioau  cotton,  in  tbe  proportion  of  seveoty- 
flve  (75)  parla  wool  to  twenty-five  (2S)  parts  oottoo,  and  to  be  free  from  shoddy,  floolis, 
or  other  impurities.  To  be  dyed  with  indigo  and  logwood  to  color  of  filling  of  ataodaid 
sample,  and  to  weigh  four  and  one-quarter  (4i)  oonoea  to  the  yard.  Weight  to  b«  not 
leas  tban  six  (6)  ounces  to  the  linear  yard. 

Tbe  break  log- strain  to  be  not  leea  than  forty  (40)  pounds  to  one  inob  width  of  warp 
Ui  1  thirty-eight  (3ti)  pounds  to  one  inch  width  uf  fllling  in  the  pieoe. 

To  be  neither  bat  nor  cold  pressed. 

To  be  properly  failed  andof  the  shade  of  the  atandard  aamplA. 

Adopted  Jaunary  5,  1ST6. 

H-  C.  UEIGS, 
Qnarlermtu'er-G.neral,  Bet.  Jlajor-Gmtral,  V.  S.  J- 
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SPXCtPICATlOMS  FOR  COTTON  DUCK  (IS  OZ). 

To  be  of  loDE-staple  American  ootton :  to  be  twenty-eight  and  one-half  (28}]  inches 
wide  ;  to  weigh  ttrslve  (12)  ounces  per  linear  7Br[i,  and  to  l>e  free  trom  eizing. 

The  Wkrp  »o  eonMin  from  forty-two  (ii)  to  forty-three  (43)  threads,  and  the  fllting 
from  tIUit7  (30)  to  tbirty-foor  (34)  threada  per  square  inch ;  tbe  breaking-Btraia  to  Im 
not  leas  than  seventy-six  (76)  poaods  for  one-balf  (})  inob  width  of  warp  in  the  piece, 
and  sisty-eiKht  (68)  pounds  for  one-balf  (i)  inch  width  of  fllting  in  tbe  piece,  sabjeot 
to  B  variatioD  of  fire  (5)  ponnda  per  half  (1)  inch  tor  variation  in  sample  ;  bnt  no 
pioca  bteakJDK  aodei  astrainflve  (5)  ponndsperb»]f(l)  inch,  warp  orfllling,  less  than 
the  standard  wilt  tte  accepted  from  contractors. 

Adopted  February  2S,  ltl75. 

M.  C.  UEIGS, 
^Mrtannastsr-GrMral)  Sri.  Ma}»r-G«titral,  U.  iS.  J, 


K. — /ttelesMHf  o/  relMnu  of  oloihing,  oamp  and  garritoTt  equipage,  reeeii>ed  and  aamiAtd, 
and  of  UtUr»  mmived  and  mritUm  during  tkeJUoal  j/ear  mding  June  3D,  ISTt. 

Namberof  retnmson  hand  Jnne  30,  18TS 6T1 

Namber  of  retamH  received  dnriug  the  fiscal  jetu 4,013 

Total 4,684 

Namber  of  retotni  examined  during  tbaBscftl  year _.,   3,415 

Namberof  retnmson  hand  for  examination  Jane  30, 1977.... 1,969 

Namber  of  letters  Teoeivrid  pertaining  to  settlement  of  offleers*  clothing  seooonts, 
and  to  iDspeotion  reporte  and  tK>ardsitf  survey... 3,447 

NamlMr  of  letters  received  pertaining  to  purchase,  msnufaotnre,  and  issae  of 
clotbiag  and  eqgipage 1,611 

Total 5,108 

Namber  of  letters  written  pertaining  to  settlement  of  aoconnts,  and  to  inspec- 
tion reports  and  boards  of  survey  6,654 

Namber  of  letters  written  pertainiag  Co  porahase,  manufacture,  and  issae  of 
clothing  and  equipage ■ 1,677 

Total 8,331 

Respectfnlly  submitted. 

J.  D.  BIROHAH, 
D^>tff  Qv4urlermtaUr-Gaieral,  U.  S.  A, 

QUARTKRHlSTKR-aKNBRAL'B  OVFICR, 

tPotJtffl^tos,  D.  C,  Auguat  ^  1ST7. 


In  addition  to  this  force,  one  copyist  was  employed  daring  the  whole  yesr  in  oopy- 
lUK  old  records. 
Respectftillf  sabmitted. 
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5. — Report  of  Lieut.  Cvl.  Heuri/  (J.  Hiuigex,  U.  8.  A.,  depufg  quartermas- 
ter-general, of  the  operatioTU  of  the  Quartermatta-  General's  Offiee  per- 
taining to  transportation,  indebted  railroads,  regular  ami  miscellaneous 
supptiai,  miscellaneous  claims,  and  claitns  under  the  act  of  July  4,  1864. 

Wae  Department, 
Ql'abtermastbb-Oehbbal's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  0.,  Atiifust  27,  1877. 

Gekebal:  I  have  tbe  houor  to  Bnbniit  tbe  following  report  of  the 

operations  of  this  otQce  pertainini;  to  transportation,  indebted  railroads, 

regular  and  misuellaneous  siippliea,  miscellaneons  claims,  and  claimit 

undertbeactof  July  4, 18(i4,  during  tbe  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1877. 

teakspoetatiok. 

The  Quartermaster'B  Department  transported  by  rail,  wagon,  water, 
and  stage,  during  tite  fiscal  year,  65,566  persons,  16,!{49  beasts,  aud 
148,823  tons  of  material. 

The  following  were  the  larger  movements  of  troops  during  the  year, 
with  the  average  length  of  the  march  or  movement  in  each  case  : 

First  Cavalry,  Headquarters  from  Department  of  California  to  Depart- 
meat  of  the  Columbia,  1,005  miles. 

Fourth  Cavalry,  Compaaies  B.  D,  £,  F,  I,  and  M,  from  Department  of 
the  Missouri  to  Department  of  the  Platte,  890  miles ;  and  HeadqDart«r8 
and  Companies  B,  D,  E,  F,  I,  and  M,  from  Departmeut  of  the  Platte  to 
Department  of  the  Missouri,  83^  miles. 

Fifth  Cavalry,  from  Department  of  the  Missoari  to  Departmeut  of  the 
Platte,  920  miles. 

First  Artillery,  Companies  A,  C,  E,  and  F,  from  Military  Division  of 
the  Atlantic  to  Department  of  the  Missouri,  1,841  miles,  and  retarn,  1,649 
miles ;  Companies  B,  D,  H,  I,  L,  and  M,  from  Department  of  the  South 
to  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  964  miles. 

Second  Artillery.  Companies  C,  G,  H,  and  I,  from  Military  Division 
of  tbe  Atlantic  to  Department  of  the  Missoari,  1,545  miles,  and  return, 
1,433  miles.  Companies  D,  B,  F,  and  L,  from  Department  of  the  South 
to  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  439  miles. 

Third  Artillery,  Companies  D,  E,  G,  and  L,  from  Military  Division  of 
tbe  Atlantic  to  Department  of  the  Missouri,  1,526  miles,  and  return. 
1,478  miles.  Company  A,  from  Department  of  tho  South  to  Military 
Division  of  the  Atlantic,  651  miles. 

Fourth  Artillery,  Companies  C.  P,  H,  and  K,  from  Department  of 
California  to  Department  of  the  Platte,  1,546  miles,  and  return,  1,543 
miles. 

Second  lufautry,  Companies  A,  C,  F,  G,  and  K,  from  Department  of 
the  Gulf  to  Department  of  the  South,  367  miles. 

Company  I,  Department  of  tbe  South  to  Military  Division  of  tbe 
Atlantic,  475  miles,  and  return,  475  miles. 

Fifth  Infantry,  from  Departmeut  of  the  Missouri  to  Department  of 
Dakota,  2,263  miles. 

Eleventh  Infantry,  from  Department  of  Texas  to  Department  of  Da- 
kota, 1,784  miles. 

Sixteenth  Infantry,  Headquarters  and  Companies  A,  D,  E,  F,  G,  and 
K,  from  Departmeut  of  the  South  to  Department  of  tbe  Gulf,  60S  miles, 
and  Begiment  from  Department  of  the  Gulf  to  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri, 1.198  mile«. 
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Twenty-secoud  In&utiy,  Companies  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  and  K,  from  Mili- 
tary Dirision  of  the  Atlaotio  to  Department  of  Dakota,  1,937  miles. 

Twenty-third  lofantry,  from  Department  of  the  Platte  to  Department 
of  the  Missonri,  672  miles. 

Twenty-seveoth  Infantry,  Companies  E,  F,  Q,  H,  I,  and  E,  from  De- 
partment of  Dakota  to  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  1,960  miles. 

Accompanying  this  report  is  a  table,  marked'^'C,"  showing  these 
movements  and  distances  in  detail. 

BAILEOAD-TEAHSPOaTAIION. 

During  the  year,  the  Quartermaster's  Department  transported  by  rail 
'16,414  persons,  13,765  beasts,  aud  77,573  tons  of  material. 

PACIFIC    BAILBOADS. 


There  was  considerable  discussion  iu  the  last  Congress  conceniing  the 
relations  between  the  United  States  and  the  Pacific  Bailroads  which  are 
indebted  to  the  United  States  on  actwnnt  of  bonds  issued  in  their  be- 
half, bnt  there  was  no  new  legislation  affecting  the  settlement  of  their 
accoants  for  military  transportation,  which  remains  as  reported  iu  my 
last  annual  report;  that  is  to  say,  all  amounts  earned  by  these  subsidizol 
railroads  for  military  transportatiou  are  taken  from  the  appropriations 
of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  and  transferred  to  the  honorable 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  assignee  of  the  respective  companies, 
to  be  by  him  credited  ou  their  iadebtedness,  as  required  by  section  5260, 
Bevised  Statutes. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  transportation-service  performed 
hy  the  Pacific  Railroads  for  tbe  department  during  the  fiscal  year : 


SumotconpuiiM. 

NdmlMraf 

Mamberof 

fWlKhittit 

^^ 

fli,4i3,m« 

^•^ll         ^'W 

liBSS 

The  cost  of  this  service  may  be  stated  as  follows : 
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The  total  amounts  paid  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  mili- 
tary transportation  over  these  roads,  from  tbe  date  when  they  were  first 
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ojiened  for  traffic  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877, 
may  be  stated  as  follows : 
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Unsettled  ftccoants  of  these  companies  have  been  rendereil  and  wen, 
at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  nnder  a^jastmeut  in  this  office  and  the 
Tr«i8nry  Department,  as  follows : 
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There  has  not  been  any  settlement  whatever  on  any  of  these  accoanta 
of  these  railroads  for  traQSportation-serrice  rendered  iu  the  last  fiscal 
Tear,  excepting  on  accoant  of  the  Sioux  City  and  FaciSc  Bailroad, 
$4,420.64. 

A  close  estimate  has  been  made  of  the  amount  required  to  pay  these 
ontstaoding  acconnts,  the  larger  portion  of  which  has  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived for  settlement,  and  it  is  fonnd  that  9851,967.93,  less  §1,420.64 
already  paid,  or  $847,547.29,  will  be  reqnired,  and  that  amount  has 
been  reported  as  necessary  for  the  settlement  of  the  accrued  accounts 
of  these  roads  for  services  rendered  iu  the  fiscal  year  ending  JoQe  30, 
1877. 

As,  however,  the  Artny-trauspurtatiou  appropriation  for  that  year  has 
been  expended,  the  amount  has  been  included  in  the  report  of  the  defi- 
ciency in  that  appropriation,  and  the  settlement  of  the  acoouuts  awaits 
the  appropriation  to  cover  that  deficiency. 

In  addition  to  the  above  amount  which  is  necessary  for  the  settle- 
ment of  accounts  for  service  iu  the  last  fiscal  year  merely,  the  following 
sums  are  required  to  settle  outstanding  acconnts  accrued  in  previoas 
fiscal  years : 
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The  following^  ja  a  dmsinii  by  t1ie  flac»l  years  in  wbicLtheae  oatstaod- 
jQg  ftccoauta  hare  accraed  : 
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The  liu-ge  atDoant  dae  for  serricee  in  the  year  ending  Jane  30, 1873, 
$150,003.^  arises  from  the  fact  that  Oongresa  specifically  ezolnded 
Pacific  Bailroad  acoonnts  in  making  the  appropriation  to  sapply  the 
deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  transportation  of  the  Army  for  that 
year  (18  Stat.,  p.  138],  and  the  large  amount  dne  for  services  in  the  year 
ending  Jane  30,  1877,  $M7,547.2d,  arises  ont  of  the  extraordinary  ac- 
tivity of  the  Army,  and  the  annsaally  large  accounts  incarred  for  trana- 
portation  over  the  other  railroads  of  the  couotry  which  required  cash 
payments  for  their  services. 

Appropriations  for  the  settlement  of  these  ontstandiuj;  accoonts  of 
the  Pacific  Railroads  would  not  take  any  money  from  the  Treasuryi  bat 
would  enable  the  department  to  close  the  accounts,  and  pass  to  the 
credit  of  the  railroads  the  amonnts  which  have  been  found  due  to  them 
for  services  actnally  rendered. 

LAND-aBANT  BA1LB0ADS. 

The  laws  of  June  16, 1874  (18  Stat.,  p.  74),  and  March  3, 1875,  (18 
Stat.,  p.  453),  prohibiting  payments  to  certain  land-grant  railroads  for 
military  transportation,  are  still  in  force. 

The  lav  of  June  16, 18T4,  wbicb  is  incorporated  in  the  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Army  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1875,  is  as  follows : 


*  *  *  *  "  That  no  part  of  the  money  appropriated  by  this  act  Bhall  be  paid 
to  tiaj  railroad  company  for  the  trauHportatiou  of  any  property  or  trooiM  of  the  United 
fitatea  over  any  railroad  which,  in  whole  or  in  part,  was  conBtriinted  by  the  aid  of  a 
nant  of  pnblio  land  on  the  condition  that  snch  railroad  aUoald  be  '  a  public  highway 
IM  th»  nae  of  the  QoVernment  of  the  United  fitatei  free  from  toll  or  other  charge,'  or 
upon  any  other  condition  for  the  nae  of  inch  road,  for  nnob  transportation  ;  nor  shall 
anj  aUow»DOB  be  made  ont  of  any  money  appropTiated  by  this  aot  for  the  tiansporta- 
tion  of  offlcers  of  the  Army  over  any  snch  road  when  on  duty  and  nndei  orders  as  a 
milltaij  officer  of  the  United  States.  But  nothing  herein  oontained  shal]  he  constrned 
as  prsTsnting  any  such  railroad  from  bringing  a  suit  in  the  Conrt  of  Claims  for  snch 
transportation,  and  recovering  for  the  same,  if  found  entitled  thereto  by  virtne  of  the 
laws  in  foroe  prior  to  the  pusage  of  this  act." 

And  the  law  of  March  3, 1ST5,  which  is  incorporated  io  the  act  making 
Appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Army  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1876,  is  as  follows : 

•  ■  •  ■  fii^t  QQ  noaey  shall  bere«fter  be  paid  to  any  railroad  oopipany  for 
the  transportation  of  any  properly  or  troops  of  the  United  States  over  an^  railroad 
which,  in  whole  or  in  Ptut,  was  constructed  by  the  aid  of  a  grant  of  pnblio  land  on  the 
eoDdiuoD  that  such  railroad  sbonld  be  a  pnlilio  highway  for  the  nse  of  the  Gavemment 
of  the  United  States,  tne  ft«oi  toll  or  other  charge,  or  upon  any  other  conditions  for 
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the  nse  of  aooh  road,  for  Bach  traoaportatlon ;  uorBhall  any  allowBinoe  be  madefot  tbe 
transportatian  of  ufflcera  of  the  Arm;  over  aar  aaob  road  when  on  doty  and  uoder 
orders  aa  military  offloera  of  the  United  States.  Bat  nothing  herein  contained  aball  b« 
cooetrued  as  preventing  any  auch  railroad  from  hrin^ing  a  suit  in  the  Coort  of  Claini 
for  the  charf^  for  anch  trsDaportation,  and  recovering  for  the  eame  if  fonod  eotltleit 
thereto,  by  virtue  of  the  lana  in  foroe  prior  to  the  paaeage  of  this  act:  JVoiiifol,  That 
the  claim  for  anch  charceii  ahaU  not  have  been  barred  by  the  atntate  of  limilationa  at 
the  time  of  brini^iog  the  auit,  and  either  party  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Snpreme  Coon  of  the  United  States:  And pronukd  farther,  Thstt  the  {ongoiagptoti»- 
ions  shall  not  apply  for  the  current  Saca!  year,  oor  thereafter,  to  roadi  nbere  toe  aole 
condition  of  traiiaportation  is  that  the  company  ahnll  Dot  charge  the  sovernment  higher 
rates  than  Ihey  do  iodividnula  for  like  tranaportatioo,  and  when  the  Quartermaster- 
General  ahall  be  aatiafied  that  this  condition  has  been  iaithfally  complied  with. 

Tbe  law  of  Jnne  16,  1ST4,  was  coDStrned  by  the  Attorney-General,  in 
opinion  dated  Jane  30,  1871,  as  applying  to  all  railroada  that  had  re- 
ceived grants  of  pnblio  lands  upon  any  conditions  whatsoever  for  the 
use  of  such  roads,  aud  embraced  all  railroads  known  as  land-grant  rail- 
roads, with  the  exception  of  the  Oregon  Central,  to  which  railroad,  lands 
were  granted  with  no  conditions  attached,  and  the  0tah  Central,  which 
railroad  was  decided  by  the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  JaDuary 
14, 1875,  not  to  be  a  landgraut  railroad  within  the  meaning  of  tbe  act 
of  June  16,  1874. 

The  law  of  March  3, 1875,  was  construed  by  the  Second  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury,  in  opinion  dated  April  5, 1875,  as  excepting  tbe  follow- 
ing-named laud-graut  railroads  from  Uie  prohibitions  contained  in  the 
law  of  June  16, 1874: 

Litt  Xo.  1. 
■  The  Central  Pacific,  main  line. 

The  Central  Pacific,  western  division. 

Tbe  Central  Branch,  Union  Pacific. 

Tbe  Denver  Pacific. 

Tbe  Kansas  Pacific. 

Tlie  New  Orleans,  Baton  Rouge  aud  Vicksborg. 

The  Northern  Pacific. 

The  Saint  Louis  and  San  Francisco  (from  Springfield,  Mo.,  to  Pacific 
Ocean). 

Tbe  Sioux  City  and  Pacific. 

Tbe  Saint  Joseph  and  Denver  City. 

The  Southern  Pacific  of  California,  main  line. 

Tbe  Southern  Pacific  of  California,  branch  line. 

Tbe  Texas  and  Pacific. 

The  Union  Pacific. 

The  Second  Comptroller  also  decided  that  the  act  of  March  3, 1873, 
section  6260  Bevisod  Statutes,  is  left  in  full  force  in  respect  of  the 
Pacific  Bailroads  indebted  on  acconnt  of  United  States  bonds. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  laws  and  opinions  of  the  lawofllcers  of  tlie 

govermneut,  the  Quartermaster's  Department  has,  since  the  passage  of 

tiiose  laws,  made  no  payments  for  transportation  over  the  land-grant 

portions  of  the  following- named  railroads : 

Xm*  No.  2. 

The  Alabama  and  Chattanooga. 

The  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  F€. 

The  Atlantic,  Gulf  and  West  India  Transit. 

Tbe  Barlington  and  Missouri  River. 

Tbe  Chicago  and  Northwestern,  Iowa  division. 

The  Chicago  and  Northwestern,  Wisconsin  division. 

The  Chicago  and  Northwestern,  peninsular  diviaioB. 
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The  Chicago,  Bock  Mand  and  Pacific. 

The  Central  Paci&c,  Oregon  diriBion. 

The  Chicago,  Milwaakee  and  Saint  Pan),  Iowa  and  Minnesota  division. 

The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Saint  PanI,  Iowa  and  Dakota  diTiaion. 

Tlie  Chicago,  Miiwaakee  and  Saint  Paul,  La  Croase  division. 

The  Flint  and  P6re  Marquette. 

The  Grand  Bapids  and  lodiana. 

The  Hannibal  and  Saint  Joseph. 

The  Hastings  and  Dakota. 

The  Illinois  Central,  main  line. 

The  lUiDois  Central,  Chicago  branch. 

The  Illinois  Central,  Iowa  division. 

The  Jackson,  Lansing  and  Saginaw. 

The  Jacksouville,  Fensacola  and  Mobile. 

The  Little  Rock  and  Fort  Smith. 

The  Lake  Snperior  and  Mississippi. 

The  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  and  Galveston. 

The  Mobile  and  Ohio. 

The  Mobile  and  Montgomery*. 

The  Mobile  and  Girard. 

The  Memphis  and  Little  Bock. 

The  Marquette,  Houghton  and  Ontonagon. 

The  Miaaoari,  Kansas  and  Texas. 

The  Misaoari  Biver,  Fort  Scott  and  Gulf. 

The  Moi^an's  Louisiana  and  Texsa. 

The  North  Wisconsin. 

The  Oregon  and  California. 

The  Penaacola  and  Louisville. 

The  South  and  North  Alabama. 

The  Selma,  Botne  and  Dalton. 

The  Saint  Louis  and  San  Francisco  (from  Saint  Lonis  to  Springfield). 

The  Saint  Lonis,  Iron  Monntaio  and  Southern. 

The  Saint  Paul  and  Sioux  City^  and  the  Sioux  City  and  Saint  PanI. 

The  Saint  Panl  and  Pacific,  mam  liae. 

The  Saint  Pani  and  Pacific,  branches. 

The  Son  them  Minnesota. 

The  Vtcksbarg  and  Meridian. 

The  Yickaburg,  Shreveport  and  Texaa. 

The  Winona  and  Saint  Peter. 

The  West  Wisconsin. 

The  Wisconsin  Central. 

Of  these  rallroada,  the  following  is  a  list  of  those  wbicb,  by  the  origi- 
nal acts  of  Congress  granting  them  lands,  are  bound  in  specific  and 
ODambiguous  language  to  furnish  free  transportation  over  their  land- 
grant  portion  for  United  States  troops  and  stores,  irrespective  of  the 
laws  of  June  16, 1874,  and  March  3, 1875. 

Lilt  -Vo.  3. 

The  Central  Paoific.  Oregon  division. 

The  Hastings  and  Dakota. 

The  Jackson,  Lansing  and  Saginaw. 

The  Little  Bock  and  Port  Smith. 

The  Memphis  and  Little  Bock. 

The  Missonri,  Kansaa  and  Texas. 

The  Missouri  River,  Fort  Scott  and  Gidf. 
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Tbe  Oregon  and  California. 

The  Saiut  Locis,  Iron  Mountaiu  aud  Sonthern, 

Prior  to  tbe  passage  of  the  probibitory  laws  of  1874  and  1875,  tbe 
practice  of  the  War  Department,  ooucarred  in  by  tbe  accouutint;-offlcers 
of  tbe  Treasury,  was  to  pay  tariff-rates,  lees  33^  P^i"  cent.,  to  those  rail- 
roads wbicb  bad  leceiyed  grants  of  laud  witb  conditinns  attached  tbat 
they  sbootd  be  "  pnblio  highways  for  the  nse  of  tbe  G^ovennaent  of  the 
United  States,  free  from  toll  or  other  charge."  (This  includes  all  the 
railroads  named  in  list  No.  2,  excepting  those  named  in  list  No.  3.] 

To  those  named  in  list  No.  1,  the  practice  was  to  make  payments  at 
full  tariS-rates  for  military  transportation. 

To  those  ^named  in  list  No.  3,  no  payments  whatever  have  at  any 
time  been  made  for  military-transportation. 

The  Lake  Saperior  and  Miasissippt  aud  the  Atchison,  Topeka  and 
Santa  F6  Bailroads  fwhiob  had  received  grants  of  land  with  conditions 
attached  tbat  they  auould  be  ''public  highways  fw  the  use  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  free  from  toll  or  other  charge")  brought 
suit  in  the  Court  of  Claims  to  recover  compensation  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  troops  and  stores,  as  specified  in  tbe  bills  of  pardcnlars  accom- 
.panying  their  respective  petitions,  as  provided  for  iu  the  laws  of  June 
16,  1874,  and  March  3, 1875. 

Pro-farma  judgments  for  tbe  United  States  were  rendered  by  the 
-Court  of  Claims,  and  tbe  cases  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court,  which, 
upon  a  full  discussion  of  the  laws  and  facts  pertinent,  rendered  an  opin- 
ion "that  the  reservation  in  question  secures  to  the  gov«rnment  only  a 
free  nse  of  the  railroads  concerned,  and  tbat  it  does  not  entitle  tbe  gov- 
ernment to  have  troops  or  property  transported  by  the  companies  over 
their  rest^vective  roads  free  of  charge  for  transporting  the  same." 

Tbe  decrees  of  the  Court  of  Claims  were  thereupon  reversed  by  the 
Supreme  Conrt,  and  a  new  decree  made  in  favor  of  the  respective  peti- 
tioners, in  conformity  with  tbe  principles  of  this  opinion ;  "  that  is  to 
say,  awarding  to  each  of  them  compeusatiou  for  all  transportation  per- 
formed by  them  respectively,  of  troops  and  property  of  tbe  government 
{excepting  tbe  mails),  subject  to  a  fair  deduction  for  the  use  of  their 
respective  railroads."    (October  term,  1876,  Nob.  187  and  673.) 

This  doctrine,  enunciated  by  the  Supreme  Court,  is  in  aooordauoe  with 
that  always  held  by  the  War  Department,  and  governed  the  depart- 
ment np  to  tbe  time  when  payments  were  prohibited  by  Congress. 

It  applies  to  all  tbe  railroads  named  above  iu  list  No.  2,  excepting 
those  named  in  list  No.  3.  The  awards  made  by  the  decree  will,  it  is 
presumed,  be  payable,  as  other  awards  of  tbe  Sapreme  Court  are  paid, 
by  the  Treasnry,  oat  of  an  appropriation  mode  for  that  purpose,  and 
not  from  funds  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 

Notwithstanding  this  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Quartermas- 
ter's Department  is  powerless  to  afford  relief  to  the  railroads  affeoted 
thereby,  until  the  law-making  power  shall  have  removed  the  prohibition, 
and  mode  tbe  necessary  appropriations  for  payment  of  their  aoconnts 
for  military  transportation. 

On  March  2, 1877,  the  Secretary  of  War  transmitted  to  Congress  a 
report  from  the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Conrt  in  the  matter  of  land-grant  railroads,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Second  Comptroller  and 
the  Quarter  master- General,  be  recommended  "snoh  legislation  as  will 
remove  the  prohibition  imposed  by  law  opon  any  payments  to  these 
railroad  companies,  and  provide  a  mode  for  ascertaining  the  fair  deduc- 
tion mentioned  iu  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  which  the  gov- 
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eniinent  is  entitled,"  (SeoAte  Ex.  Doc.  Ko.  46,  Forty-fonrtli  CoDgress, 
Second  sessiou,)  bnt  CoDgres!)  has  taken  no  action  in  the  matter. 

This  state  of  things  has  created  dissatisfaction  among  laad-graat 
railroad  companies,  some  of  vbich  have  Inrge  pecnniary  interestfi  at 
stake,  bat  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  with  one  exception  they 
have  continued  to  foraish  the  transportation  requested  of  tbem  by  the 
Qaartermasber's  Department  and  tbos  saved  the  department  from  surions 
diflBoalties  and  embarrassments  which  would  necessarily  ensue  if  they 
refased ;  for  the  department  is  not  armed  with  the  power  to  enforce  its 
service,  as  on  Novemtwr  9, 1871,  the  Attomey-Oeneral  expressed  the 
following  opinion  in  the  ease  of  tbe  temporary  refusal  of  Morgan's 
Loaisaria  and  Texas  (a  land-grant)  Railroad  to  {Mrform  military  trans, 
portatioii : 

I  do  Dot.  koow  iif  niiy  procecdinf^  at  law  bj  which  the  froTenmiBnt  cbd  compel  these 
railrosdB  to  trHDiport  freijiht  anil  troups  tu  neqntred,  bnt  if  they  tefase  nbeD  Baoh 
Ireigbt  and  troop*  are  propurly  tendered  furanch  traiiiporLalioD,aDd  the  UoitedBtktea 
■nstein  d*Riatcea  in  ooMeqneuoe  of  anoh  refnaal,  tbcM  rotub  maj  be  liable  to  pa;  the 
Uaited  Ststea  the  danageM  so  sustaiued. 

The  enactment  of  a  law  that  will  protect  tbe  rigbbi  of  thegorem- 
■nent  in  anch  cases  was  recommended  to  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  January  0,  1875,  on  report  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  of  De- 
cember 3,  IHli  (Ex.  Doc  So.  M,  H.  K.,  Forty-third  Oongress,  second 
eessiou),  but  Congress  has  not  acted  npon  the  recommendation,  and  it 
appears  has  made  no  legislatire  provision  for  enforcement  of  its  re- 
served rights. 

IV  one  case  of  refusal  to  fbrnish  military  transportation  is  t^at  of 
tbe  Florida  Oentral  Bailroad,  which  runs  over  lands  grantAd  by  tbe 
goverumeut  from  Jacksonville  to  Lnke  City,  Fla.,  69  miles,  formerly  a 
portion  of  the  Jackaonville,  Pensacola  and  Mobile  Railroad. 

This  company  having  persisted  in  its  refnsal,  notwithstanding  an  ex- 
planatory letter  from  the  Quartermaster- General,  which  was  addressed 
to  the  master  in  obarge  of  tbe  railroad,  the  case  was  reported  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  returned  with  instructions  to  "  again  bring  up 
the  Bubject  at  the  next  meeting  of  Congress  as  there  appears  to  Im  no 
legal  remedy  at  present" 

OfiBoers  of  tbe  Qnarterm aster's  Department  have  been  instructed  to 
diBcontinae  the  issue  of  requisitions  upon  tbe  Florida  Central  Railroad 
Company  for  tbe  transportation  of  troops  and  supplies  until  farther 
orders,  and  the  use  of  that  railroad  has  been  avoided  by  tbe  use  of 
steamers  wbich  stop  at  Saint  Augustine  in  plying  between  points  on 
the  Atlantic  seaboard.  For  example,  troops  and  stores  are  sent  to 
Brunswick  and  Savannah,  Ga.,  by  steamer,  and  tbence  inland  by  rail- 
road. 

Tbus  it  appears  thict  a  railroad  company  can,  at  will,  arrest  the  march 
or  movement  of  tbe  troopa  and  property  of  tbe  United  States. 

By  the  imposition  of  conditions  impossible  of  execution,  and  even 
illegal,  and  by  requiring  compliance  tberewith  before  ftiruisbing  trans- 
portation, a  railroad  company  can  greatly  delay  a  military  movemeot. 
Tbe  reoonrse  of  the  government  is  tbroagb  the  slow  process  of  tbe  taw 
in  a  suit  for  damages. 

In  tbe  exercise  of  the  duties  required  of  the  War  Department,  it 
seems  to  me  necessary  that  there  be  no  hindrance  to  the  prompt  jms- 
sage  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  over  any  railroad  in  its  territory. 

The  enactment  of  a  law  regulating  this  matter,  should,  it  seems,  de- 
mand (he.  early  attention  of  Congress. 
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WAGON  AKD  STAGE  TRAK  SPORT  AT  ION. 

The  Q  liar  term  ast«r'8  Department  transported  by  wagon,  inclDGiog 
poblic  teams,  contnictors'  trains,  aad  teams  hired  for  special  Bervices, 
35,392  tons  of  militarj-  stores;  and  by  stage,  3,559  passengers. 

Tbirty-seven  contracts  for  wagon-transportation,  made  by  officers  of 
the  department,  were  received  at  this  office  daring  the  year,  an  abstract 
of  which  accompanies  this  report. 

GENERAL  ORDERS  RESPECTIKO  ARMY  TRANSPORTATION. 

.  During  the  year  general  orders  regarding  Army  transportation  issned 
from  the  AdjutAnt-General'a  office  as  follows : 

Kamber  66,  of  1876,  directing  the  Quarter  master's  Department  to  re- 
ceive and  skip  freight  tor  the  Treasury  Department,  and  regulating  the 
coarse  to  be  pursued  iu  such  cases. 

Number  97,  of  1876,  governing  trauflportation  by  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  in  certain  cai^es  where  mileage  is  not  paid. 

Number  100,  of  1876,  publishing  instructions  to  officers  of  tbe  Qnar 
termaster's  Department,  as  to  tiie  course  to  be  pursed  iu  recoveriug 
public  property  held  by  land-grant  railro^s  for  non-payment  of  trans 
portati  o  n-  G  h  a  rges. 

Number  112,  of  1876,  directing  that  bills  of  lading  be  entered  by  tht- 
issuing  officer  on  the  report  of  peraonH  and  articles  employed  and  hired 
(Form  No.  1),  and  providing  tbe  manner  of  doing  so;  also  diecontinu- 
iog  Form  4,  consolidated  report  of  alt  troops,  stores,  &&,  transported, 
and  Form  19j,  statement  of  payments  made  on  acconntof  transporta- 
tion ;  and  modifying  Forms  17  and  18  for  rail  and  water  traosportatjoii. 

Number  1,  of  1877,  correcting  list  of  land-grant  railroads. 

Number  40,  of  1877,  stating  the  circumstances  under  which  tbe  Quar- 
termaster's Department  will  provide  transportation  for  officers  and  en- 
listed men  on  recruiting  service,  and  for  recruits,     i 

Number  43,  of  1877,  regarding  the  tranaportation  of  tbe  bodies  of 
officers  and  soldiers  who  die  at  temporary  camps  or  on  detached  service- 
Number  46,  of  1877,  regulating  the  settlement  of  accounts  for  trans- 
portation of  persons  journeying  to  procure  artificial  limbs  and  en  rouU 
to  Soldiers'  Home. 

Number  54,  of  1877,  forbidding  transportation,  by  the  Qnartermaster's 
Department,  of  persons  to  the  Soldiers'  Home  unless  ordered  by  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  general  orders,  there  is  in  preparation  a 
compilatioD  of  all  existing  onlers,  regnlations,  and  laws  on  the  subject 
of  transportation  for  the  Army. 

Tbe  want  of  sucb  a  compilation  b  a  long  been  felt.  At  present  an 
officer  can  become  familiar  with  existing  regulations  on  this  subject  only 
after  the  most  thorough  search  and  careful  study  of  the  many  orders, 
regulations,  and  laws  that  have  been  published  since  tbe  commencement 
of  the  late  war.  Such  a  compilation  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  tbe 
department,  and  I  hope,  at  no  distant  day,  to  submit  the  work  to  the 
Quartermaster-General  for  his  approval,  with  such  additions  as  I  deem 
necessary  to  make  the  system  complete. 

TRANSPOBTAI'ION-APPROPBIATION  AND   ITS  DISBURSEMENT. 

The  amount  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  year  1876-'77  was  83,734,800. 
Form  19J  of  tbe  Qaartermastet's  Department  having  been  discx>ntinaed 
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by  paragraph  2  of  General  Orders  ISo.  112,  AdjutaQt-Generars  Office, 
1S76,  and  tha  analysis  of  acconnts  paid  ont  of  the  transportation-appro- 
priation by  disbnrsing'OfficerB  of  the  department  not  being  completed 
by  this  office,  I  am  not  able  to  report  separately  the  items  of  the  expend- 
itures made  daring  the  year  ont  of  tbat  appropriation.  These  items 
embrace  railroad,  water,  wagon,  and  stage  transportation ;  the  pnr- 
chase  of  transportation -animals ;  the  purchase  and  repair  of  army  aud 
spring  wagons,  carts,  harness,  &c. ;  the  hire  of  t«amstera  and  other 
employes  connected  with  transportation ;  purchasing,  repairing,  And 
operating  veasela;  pumps  and  other  apparatus  to  supply  posts  with 
water  and  water-rent;  building  and  repairing  wharves  and  wharfage; 
tolls  on  lurnpikes,  ferries,  and  bridges;  and  clearing  and  removing  ob- 
stmctions  from  roads,  harbors,  and  rivers. 

The  transportation -appropriation  for  the  year  has  not  been  sufQcieut 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  service.  In  addition  to  {847,547.29, 
above  reported  necessary  to  settle  Pacific  railroad  accounts,  a  deficiency 
appropriation  of  (293,908.77  is  required  to  pay  other  acconnts  which  are 
known  to  have  accroed  during  the  year  and  to  be  unpaid.  The  Quai>- 
termaater-General  has  made  a  deficiency  estimate  for  Army  transporta- 
tion of  $1,200,000 ;  all  of  which,  I  am  of  opinion,  will  be  needed  to  pay 
outstanding  claims. 

The  large  and  costly  movements  of  trooi>s  from  one  section  of  tbe 
Goantry  to  tbe  other,  made  necessary  by  the  activity  of  the  Army  and 
Its  small  nnmerical  strength,  the  extensive  frontier  to  be  gaarded  and 
protected,  the  construction  of  new  military  posts  in  remote  locations  on 
the  Yellowstone  and  Big  Bom  Rivers,  the  use  of  troops  in  certain  South- 
ern States  during  the  last  Presidential  campaign,  and  tbe  expensive  and 
protracted  Indian  wars,  have,  in  the  past  year,  swelled  the  transporta- 
tion-expenses of  the  Army  to  a  sum  much  beyond  the  usual  requirements 
of  tbe  service. 

WATEE-TBAKSPOETATION. 

There  were  carried  by  water  for  the  department  during  the  fiscal  year 
13,503  persons,  3,084  animals,  and  71,707,1^32  ponnds  of  material. 

The  toll  owing-named  vessels,  owned  by  tbe  War  Department,  have 
be^i  in  service  of  the  Qnartermaster's  Department  during  tbe  fiscal  year, 
viz:  Steamer  Henry  Smith,  in  New  York  Harbor;  propeller  General 
McPherson,  in  San  Francisco  Harbor;  steam-lannch  Monroe, employed 
at  Fort  Monroe,  Tirginia;  steam-launch  Hamilton,  employed  at  Fort 
Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor;  steam-lanncb  Thayer,  employed  in  Bos- 
ton Harbor;  steam-lannch  Barrancas,  employed  at  Fort  Barrancas,  Flor- 
ida: steam-lannch  General  Green,  employed  at  Fort  McHenry,  Mary 
land;  steam-launch  General  Jesup,  employed  at  Fort  Adams,  Uhode- 
Island ;  schooner  Matchless,  employed  at  Key  West,  Fin. ;  sloop-yacbt 
Phantom,  employed  at  Fort  Barrancas,  Florida ;  steamboats  J.  Donald 
Cameron  and  General  Sherman,  employed  on  the  Upper  Missouri  Kiver. 

The  total  cost  of  niuning  and  miiintalning  these  vessels  dnring  tbe 
year  was  $91,208.61. 

STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

The  steam-laancb  Ordnance,  which  was  constructed  by  James  D. 
Leary,  under  a  contract  made  by  Colonel  Kurnslngalls,  Assistant  Quar- 
termaster-General, United  States  Army,  New  York,  on  June  30, 1876,  at 
a  cost  of  $18,000,  has  been  completed  and  is  employed  by  the  officers  of 
the  Ordnanoe  Department  iu  New  York  for  service  between  tbat  city  and 
Sandy  Hook.    The  following  are  her  dimensions :  Length,  91  feet ; 
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breadtb,88feet;  depth,  7  feet  6  inehes ;  tountge,  62  tons ;  oneenpoeof 
the  inverted  type,  vith  cylinder  20  inches  in  diameter  and  20  iocbes 
stroke  of  pistOD. 

Information  bae  been  receirod  at  this  offloe  that  in  December,  1876, 
the  BteMD-lannch  Monroe,  stationed  at  Fort  Uottroe,  Virginia,  rendered 
efBcient  service  in  aiding  to  save  the  lives  of  some  of  the  sailors  of  the 
flag-ship  Hartford,  who  were  blown  ont  to  sea  in  tlie  ateam-bw^  belooK- 
iug  to  that  vessel  during  a  severe  gale.  Bat  for  the  timely  assistance  of 
the  Honroe  it  is  probable  that  the  lives  of  the  gallant  sailors  in  the  st«aiD- 
l»rge,  who  were  desperately  battling  against  the  heavy  sea  and  freeziog 
gate  then  raging,  would  have  been  sacrificed,  as  none  of  the  vessels  of 
the  fleet,  owing  to  their  draaght  trf  water,  conld  render  any  wd  to  these 
brave  sailors  in  their  perilous  sitaation. 

STBAKBOATB. 

In  view  of  the  |>roposed  establishment  of  the  two  new  military  posts 
aathorized  by  Congress  in  the  Department  of  Dakota^-one  at  the  month 
of  the  Tongue  Biver  and  the  other  near  the  month  of  the  Little  Big 
Horn,  near  the  seene  of  General  Cnater's  ItattJe  with  the  Indians — whieh 
would  necessitate  the  transportation  of  large  quantities  of  sapplies  and 
material  up  the  Yellowstone  River  at  groat  cost  to  the  United  States, 
yon  decided,  as  an  act  of  expediency,  to  purchase  or  have  coDStructeil 
two  steamboats  to  perform  service  on  these  rivers. 

Having  obtained  the  neeessary  anthoriiy  from  tbe  Secretary  of  War, 
Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Ekln,  deputy  qdartermasier  general,  Unitpd  States 
Army,  in  charge  of  the  depot  at  Jeflfeieonville,  Ind.,  was  charged  by  yon 
with  the  duty  of  providing  these  vessels. 

It  having  been  decided  that  the  interests  of  the  service  conld  be.best 
subserved  by  havingthem  constructed,  Colonel  Ekin  entered  intoacon- 
tract  withD.  S.  Barmore,  of  Jeflersonville,  Ind.,  on  tbe  22d  of  Febrnary, 
1877,  to  build  two  steamboats  for  tbe  sum  of  $29,750;  the  boats  to  be 
completed  and  ready  for  ose  within  fifty-eight  days  trom  date  of  con- 
tract, 

Tbe  total  cost  of  the  boats,  including  eatrin-ftirnitnre,  &a.,  which  was 
not  included  in  the  contract-price,  was  938,788.04,  or  9l9,3M.02  each. 

The  following  are  tbe  dimensions  of  tbe  vessels :  Length  on  deek,  14& 
feet ;  breadth  of  beam,  28  feet ;  depth  of  hold,  4  feet ;  width  of  gurda, 
18  inches ;  one  pair  of  non-con deosing  engines,  witta  cylinders  13  iuobes 
in  diameter,  4^  feet  stroke  of  piston;  two  steel  boilers,  38  inohsiiD 
diameter,  22  feet  long. 

Tonnage,  236^'ci^  tons. 

Tbe  Ixmts  were  completed  within  the  time  agreed  upon,  oAd  Imth  left 
Jeffersourille  for  the  upper  riverit  on  the  28tk  of  April,  1877,  fslly 
manned  and  equipped. 

On  their  passage  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.  (wb(«<o  they  stopped 
to  take  on  board  a  large  quantity  of  stores  and  property  and  the  fiunilies 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  tbe  Fifth  Infantry),  the  boats  dis^yed 
fair  speed  and  excellent  qualities. 

After  leaving  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  when  about  forty  miles  below 
Sioux  City,  Iowa,  tbe  J.  Donald  Osmeron  nnfortanately  strock  a  hidden 
snag,  and  sunk  in  eighteen  feet  of  water.  This  ooeurred  on  tbe  IStb  of 
May,  1877. 

All  of  ber  cargo  (two  hundred  tons),  ioelnding  t^  company-property 
and  rlie  Imggage  and  effects  of  the  offieers  of  tbe  Fifth  Infantry,  which 
was  being  transported  to  tbe  cantonment  of  that  regiment  on  Tongoe 
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River,  beoan^  a  total  loss;  bnt  her  pasaengers,  at>oat  seventy-fire  in 
nnmber,  were  saved  and  taken  od  board  tbe  ShermaD. 

Every  effort  was  made  by  Maj.  W,  B.  Haghes,  quarteriDaater,  United 
States  Army,  Sionx  City,  Iowa,  to  raise  tbe  wreck  with  the  aid  of  a 
steamer,  wrecking  apparatus,  and  diverfi,  and  it  is  believed  that  he  woa'.d 
have  been  sncoeasfal  but  for  the  jip^at  June  rise  in  the  river  and  the 
severe  winds  which  prevailed  at  the  time,  which  cansed  tbe  vessel  to 
fill  witb  mod  and  sand,  and  to  break  in  pieces. 

Haj.  B.  C.  Card,  chief  qnartenuaster  Department  of  Dakota,  and 
Major  Hngbes  are  entitled  to  great  credit  for  their  sealons  exertions  to 
save  this  vessel. 

It  is  hoped  that  her  machinery  may  yet  be  saved;  bnt  if  it  is  not 
deemed  advisable  for  tbe  government  to  raise  it,  her  wreek  may  be  sold 
where  it  lies. 

The  Sherman,  after  rendering  all  tbe  assistanee  in  her  power  to  the 
wrecked  vessel,  proceeded  on  her  voyage  to  Bismarck,  Dak.,  and  is  now 
doing  good  service  on  tbe  Yellowstone  and  Big  Horn  Blvers. 

There  have  been  nineteen  vessels  of  different  kinds  employed  at  \-ari- 
008  times,  by  charter  and  otherwise,  as  the  neoesaitiea  of  tbe  service 
required  doring  the  year,  at  an  expense  of  4103,597.16. 

INDEBTED  BAILBOAD  COMPANIES. 

The  amonnt  due  tbe  United  Btatee  on  July  1 ,  1876,  from  railway  com- 
panies wUieh  purchased  railway  material  and  rolling-etock  under  the 
provisioDt)  of  execntive  orders  of  Augusts  and  October  14,  1865,  was 
11,785,455.94. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877,  tbe  acoroed  interest  and 
cbargee  amounted  to  $80,683.30.  The  payments  have  amounted  only  to 
•S45.02,  leaving  the  baUnce  due  July  1,  1877,  •1,869,793.22. 

Acoonuts  for  the  transportation  of  troops  and  property  <rf  the  United 
Slates  in  favor  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  (one  of  the 
indebted  companies),  amounting  to  (58,991.49,  remain  undettled. 

Tbe  following-named  sums  are  also  due  these  indebted  railroad  com- 
panies for  postal  services,  to  wit : 

HcHiDDTiUe  and  UaDoberter t6,054  37 

HeaphiskndLiCUeBoak 16.897  98 

MaabviUe  and  North WMtern tB,179  09 

Total 104,13*  44 

These  aeveral  suns,  when  received  by  this  department,  will  be  credited 
on  the  debts  of  the  respective  companies. 

At  the  October  term  of  tbe  United  8tat«s  court  for  tbe  middle  district 
of  Tennessee  a  jadgment  was  obtained  by  tbe  United  States  against 
the  Nashville  and  Korthwestero  Railroad  Company  for  (866,150  00. 
Execution,  was  issned  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  marshal  to  collect 
the  amonnt  of  the  judgment.  This  office  is  not  advised  that  any  portion 
of  tbe  amount  has  as  yet  been  secured. 

One  of  the  conditions  on  which  property  was  sold  to  the  Nashville 
and  northwestern  Railroad  Company  was  that  the  amountadue  for  the 
tranKportatioD  of  troops  and  property  of  the  United  States  ^ould  be 
applied  to  tlie  liquidation  of  the  debt. 

To  avoid  this  obligation,  the  company  uader  whose  coDtrol  the  road 
has  passed,  tbe  Xashville,  Chattanooga  and  Saint  Louis,  has  refused  to 
transport  tbe  troops  and  property  of  the  United  States,  alleging  as  tlie^ 
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reasoii  tberefor  that  it  does  not  receive  pay  for  Hucb  service.  Thisrefu- 
Bul  came  at  a  time  (July  10, 1877)  when  transportation  wan  urgently' 
Deeded  for  tbe  Second  IJnitAd  States  lufantrj',  ordered  from  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  to  tbe  FaciQc  coast,  to  aid  in  (luelling  Indiaa  disturbances  in  Oregon, 
and  when  tbe  department  was  using  its  utmost  endeavors  to  basten  tbe 
troops  forward  aa  rapidly  as  possible. 

Fortunately  tbere  were  otber  roads  orer  which  tbe  transportation 
conld  be  and  waa  secured,  one  of  them,  tbe  Mobile  and  Oliio,  being  also 
an  indebted  road,  so  that  tbe  only  inconvenience  or  delay  resalting  from 
the  refusal  of  tbe  company  (Sashville,  Chattanooga  and  Saint  Louis]  to 
fumiab  tbe  required  transportation  was  in  the  use  of  a  line  23  miles 
longer  than  by  the  direct  route.  Bntthis  refusal  shows  the  spirit  which 
actuates  the  company  in  its  dealings  with  the  government,  and  at  a  time, 
too,  when  alt  matters  in  dispute  are  in  a  fair  way  of  being  speedily 
settled  by  tbe  courts  in  the  suits  which  have  been  peodiag  for  some 
time. 

Tbe  postal  earnings  of  the  McMinnville  and  Maocbester  Railroad  are 
not  now  available  for  the  liquidation  of  tbe  debt  of  that  company  to  the 
UnitAd  States  according  to  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  the  prop- 
erty was  sold.  Congress  having,  by  act  approved  July  8, 1876,  provided 
that  the  earnings  for  mail-service  on  that  road  tthall  not  be  withheld  on 
account  of  any  claim  due  or  alleged  to  be  due  the  Uaited  States. 

In  tbe  settlement  with  tbe  Memphis  and  Little  &oclc  Itallroad  Com- 
pany under  the  act  of  February  27,  1875,  there  was  a  balance  due  the 
United  States  from  that  company  of  (16,897.98.  This  sum  is  also  due 
tbe  railroad  company  from  the  LTuited  States  for  postal  services  prior 
to  July  1, 1872,  but  it  cannot  be  paid  until  Congress  shall  have  made  the 
necessary  appropriation  tberefor.  Ou  the  1th  of  March,  1876,  a  draught 
of  a  bill  was  submitted  to  the  House  of  Uepresentatives  by  the  honora- 
ble the  Postmaster-General,  providing  for  tbe  proper  appropriation,  with 
the  request  that  it  be  passed.  The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  March  7, 1876. 

On  January  5,  1877,  no  definite  action  having  been  taken,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  chairman  of  tbe  committee  was  invited  to  the  matter  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  with  recommendation  that  favorable  action  be  had. 
No  appropriation  Laving  been  made,  I  recommend  that  tbe  matter  be 
again  brought  to  the  attention  of  Congress,  and  the  necessary  appropri- 
ation asked  for,  that  the  account  with  the  railroad  company  may  be 
closed. 

During  the  closiug  hours  of  tbe  last  session  of  Congress  an  act  was 
passed  byboth  houses  (approved  March  3, 1877),  in  the  following  words: 

Tbftt  theSecretarjr  of  War  ii  hereby  anthoiized  to  reopeo  the  settlement  made  b;  (fa« 
United  States  Goveroraent  with  tbe  WeatecD  and  Atlantic  Bailnwt,  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  to  adjustlhe  Mtne  upon  the  basis  and  plan  whioh  was  adopted  in  tbe  settle- 
ment made  by  theSecretaryof  War  with  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Railroad  Com. 
pany,  tbe  Eait  Tenneaaee  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company,  and  tbeNaebville  and  Decator 
Railroad  Company,  under  the  anthority  of  tbe  act  of  Coogreu  approved  March  3,  1871, 
iection  3.  That  when  said  claims  hsTe  been  adjosted,  in  paraaanoe  of  the  provisioBa 
of  this  act,  tbe  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  issue  his  warraul 
on  tbe  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  the  governor  of  Geo^ia.  or  his  order,  for  tbe 
amonnt  of  money  it  is  found  ouf(bt  to  be  refunded  to  tbe  saia  railroad  on  occoant  of 
said  settlement. 

This  act  was  construed  by  the  Attorney-General  to  be  mandatory  npoQ 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  the  settlement  upon  the  basis  and  plan  of 
settlement  made  with  the  companies  named  in  the  act. 

In  pursuance  of  this  act  the  Quartermaster-General  was  instructed  to 
prepare  and  reiwrt  a  plan  of  settlement  npoD  the  basis  aforesaid,  and 
to  state  tbe  amount  due  the  State  of  Georgia. - 
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Tbe  QnarteroiaBter-General  reported  tlie  ainoaDt  to  l>e  C  19!),03S.58, 
and  on  tbe  2Stb  of  April,  1877,  a  warrant  was  drawn  for  tlie  aiiiouut, 
whicli  warrant  was  Bubeequently  paid  on  the  iudoruemeut  uf  ttao  gov- 
eruor  of  the  State. 

Actiompanying  tbis  report  is  a  table,  marked  G,  showing  tbe  origi- 
oal  indebtedness  of  each  company ;  tbe  accamalated  interest  autl  cbarges 
CD  account  of  ezpeuaes  and  overpaymenta ;  tbe  increase  or  decrease  of 
tbe  debt  of  each  company  during  tbe  year;  the  payments  made  during 
tbe  year :  tbe  total  payments  to  Jnne  30, 1877,  and  tbe  bahince  unpaid. 
It  also  gives  tbe  names  of  those  companies  whose  debtfi  have  been  paid 
in  full,  or  compromised  and  settled  under  tbe  acts  of  March  3, 1871,  and 
February  27, 1875,  the  amonuts  for  which  they  were  compromised,  and 
tbe  fluiounts  UDpaid  at  date  of  compromise. 

So  moneys  were  received  by  me  during  the  fiscal  year  on  account  of 
indebted  railroad  companies. 

BEGULAR  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  SUPPLIES. 

Animal*. — Tbe  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  horses  and 
moles  purchased  in  the  several  military  departmenis,  and  at  general 
depotet,  daring  the  fiscal  year;  also  their  total  cost  and  average  cost : 

Caralrn  and  artitUry  Iiotk*. 
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Tbe  following  is  a  tabniar  Btatemeut  nf  the  sales  of  pablio  animals  in 
tbe different  tlepartmeuts  and  at  tlie  general  depots,  &t}.,  showing  nnm- 
ber  sold  and  amount  realized : 
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Tbe  folloiviDg  is  a  Hummarr  of  tbe  nomber  of  animals  parch)ised,sold, 
died,  &c.,  and  remaining  on  baud,  daring  the  fiscal  ;ear : 
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FUEL,  FOKAQE,  AND  STBAW. 

The  isHnes  of  forage  and  straw  during  tbe  flscal  year  were  as  follows: 
Corn,  690,451  bnshels;  barley,  126,437  bushels ;  hny,  68,095  tons;  strav, 
3,078  tons;  oats,  965,762  bushels;  bran,  52,649  bushels;  fodder,  119 
tons. 

Tbe  issues  of  fnel  dariog  tbe  same  period  were :  Wood,  133,099  cords; 
antbraoite  coal,  19,021  tons;   bituminous  coal,  21,066  tons. 

CONTRACTS. 

There  were  filed  in  this  ofiQce  and  examined  during  the  fiscal  year 
688  contracts,  as  follows :  237  for  forage,  embracing  29,112,104  pounds 
of  corn,  22,026,230  ponnds  of  oats,  8,883,375  pounds  of  barley,  404,200 
pounds  of  bran;  105,919,606  pounds  of  hay;  6  for  3,722,928  pounds  of 
straw;  102  for  123,701  cords  of  wood ;  17  for  41,337,158  pounds  of  coal;  27 
for  37,175  bushels  of  charcoal ;  150  for  such  quantities  of  fuel,  forage,  and 
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strair  as  might  be  required ;  7  for  nRtiooal  ceiiieteriea ;  16  for  clothing, 
camp  aud  gairisoD  equipage;  2forhorHe8;  1  tor  harness!',  45  for  traus- 
portation;  12  for  bailditigB;  2  for  Btatiouery;  2  for  steamers;  2  for 
Stoves;  5  for  ambalances,  6priDg-wagoiis,aud  army-wagons;  3for  tools 
acd  materials;  10  miscellaneous  services;  and  42  contracts  of  lease. 

ESTIMATES  Aim  BEQnSITIOKS. 

Estimates  for  nannal  sappliee  and  miscellaneous  estim:ites  and  requi- 
sitions have  been  received  and  acted  upon  during  the  fiiical  year,  a^ 
lollowa : 

From  military  (liviaion  of  tbeAtluitic 97 

From  military  division  of  the  Missouri :(;"i5 

From  military  divUioo  of  tbePaciflc fi7 

From  Department  of  the  Soutb 15 

From  New  York  depot 4 

From  PhiladelpliiA  depot 11 

Fiotu  Jefferson ville  depot ., lij 

From  WaahiDgrou  depot Ifi 

From  Department  of  West  Point 7 

Froiu  miHcellaiieous  aonrces 32 

Total 619 

WAGONS,  AUBULANCES,  AND  HABNESS. 

There  were  purchased  during  the  year  130  aix-mule  army  vragons,  50 
tvo-ltorse  and  fonr-horse  or  mule  wagons  of  the  new  pattern  referred  to 
in  annnal  report  for  last  flacal  year,  27  spring- wagons,  20  ambulances 
of  the  Wheeling  pattern,  and  1  spring  express-wagon.  Of  tbese  there 
were  pnrchased  under  contract  after  advertisement,  120  army-wagons, 
at  tl04.50  each,  from  the  Pittsburgh  Wagon  Works  of  Allegheny,  Pa., 
under  contract  dated  September  12, 1S76 ;  50  two-horse  and  four-horse 
or  mule  wagons,  at  $92.50  each,  from  the  Kansas  Manafacturing  Com- 
pany of  Leavenwortb,  Kaus.,  under  contract  dated  September  2S,  1876 ; 
20  spriug-wagons  (Saint  Lonis  pattern),  at  $185  each,  from  Nixon  & 
Kane  (Robert  Nixon  and  John  W.  Kane),  of  Jefiersonvilte,  Ind.,  under 
contract  dated  September  15, 1876;  and  20  ambulances  (Wheeling  pat- 
tern), at  $128  each,  from  Jacob  Becb,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  under  contract 
dated  September  8, 1876. 

Under  the  authority  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
April  10, 1877,  the  specifications  for  the  standard  aix-mule  army-wagon 
have  been  so  modified  as  to  dispense  with  harness-bearers  and  tar-pots, 
and  all  requirements  therein  contained  concerning  these  articles. 

Twenty-two  spring-wagons  were  furnished  posts  and  depots  dnring 
the  year,  beside  one  spring  express-wagon. 

lo  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of 
War,  a  model  ambulance  ia  in  course  of  constructioD  at  a  private  es- 
tablishment in  this  city,  under  the  direction  of  the  depot  quartermaster 
in  this  city,  in  accordance  with  plans  prepared  by  the  ambulance  board, 
referred  to  in  the  annual  report  for  lost  fiscal  year,  thf  construction 
being  supervised  by  the  ambulance  board.  The  sample,  when  com- 
pleted, is  to  be  submitted  to  the  Qnart«rmaater  Q-eneral  fur  his  conside- 
ration, and  the  approval  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War. 

No  army-wagou  harness  has  been  purchased  during  the  year,  the 
stock  in  otore  having  been  sutScient  to  meet  the  requirements,  with  a 
surplus  still  remaining  on  hand. 
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Favorable  reports  have  been  received  of  tbe  new  pattern  army-wagon 
for  tvo  aud  four  horses  or  mtilea,  aud  it  bids  fair  to  give  satiafaction. 

Xhe  new  pattern  fourmule  ambulance  harness,  referred  to  in  annnal 
feport  of  last  fiscal  year,  has  been  delivered  by  the  contractor  and  dis- 
tributed to  posts  for  trial.  Ouly  a  few  reports  have  been  received  of 
tbe  trial  of  this  harness,  and  these  indicate  that  some  alterations  will 
have  to  be  made  in  the  specifications  before  their  final  adoption. 

Note. — Since  July  1,  1877,  a  report  has  been  received  at  this  oflQee 
froDi  ail  ofUcer  of  the  Quarter  in  aster's  Department,  wherein  he  states 
that  tlie  harness  furnished  the  troops  iu  tbe  field  with  which  be  was 
serving  was  unserviceable,  and  tbe  leiitber  to  a  great  degree  rotten.  A 
geneml  insiiection  wns  thereupon  ordered  by  this  office  of  all  the  har- 
ness on  hand  iu  tbe  Quartermaster's  Depanmout,  with  directions  to 
.report  tbe  result  to  this  office. 

STOVES  AJ4D  BANGBS. 

Under  advertiijemcot,  dated  Angnst  28, 1876,  proposal  were  received 
at  this  office  for  furnishing  160  of  tbe  adopted  pattern  Army  heating- 
etoves  (20  of  each  pattern,  viz,  cast-iron  wood-heaters,  Kos.  1,  2,  3; 
wrouiibt-irou  wood-heaters,  Nos.  4  and  5;  cast-iron  coal-heatera,  Nos. 
6  and  7.  and  Army  parlor  beaters)  and  H)  Army  cooking- ranges  of  the 
adoptf'.d  pattern,  20  each  of  Kos.  1  and  2. 

On  tbe  recommendation  of  this  office  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of 
"War  authorized  the  awarding  of  the  contracts  as  follows:  To  the  Ord- 
nance Department,  for  the  construction  of  100  cast-iron  heaters  (20  each ; 
Xo.  1,  at  *16.50 ;  No.  2,  at  824.75 ;  No.  3,  at  $27.50 ;  No.  6,  at  *12.37i ; 
and  No.  7,  at  $26  each);  at  a  total  cost  of  $2,122.50. 

To  Asa  Snyder  and  Co.,  Richmond,  Vs.,  for  60  Army  heaters  (20  each, 
No.  4  aud  No.  6,  $700,  aud  20  Army  parlor- heaters  $160),  at  a  total  cost 
of  $861). 

To  Wm.  Miller  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  for  40  ranges,  20;  No.  lat  $80  each, 
and  No.  2  at^llO  each;  total  cost  $3,800. 

The  Ordnance  Department  did  the  work  awarded  to  it  for  $1,772.60; 
which  was  $^49.60  less  than  its  offer. 

Snlisequently  there  were  purchased  from  Mr.  Miller  72  ranges,  in 
addition,  at  a  less  cost  than  was  paid  for  those  delivered  on  his  contract, 
viz,  23  No.  I,  at  $T6  each,  and  50  No.  2,  at  $100  each.  There  were 
also  purchased  from  the  Ordnance  Department  76  more  of  the  cast-iron 
heating-stoveR,  at  a  less  cost  than  for  those  first  made,  viz,  15  each  of 
No.  1,  at  $8.80  each  ;  No.  2,  at  $18  each  ;  No.  3,  at  $18.50  each;  No.  6, 
at  $10  each ;  and  No.  7,  at  $21.70  each. 

A  great  portion  of  these  beating-stoves  and  cooking-ranges  have  been 
distributed  to  posts  and  depots  for  trial  and  issue  on  requisitions  and 
estimates.  Tbe  reports  thus  far  received  indicate  that  tbey  give  satis- 
faction generally. 

Some  few  changes  in  the  adopted  specifications  for  the  ranges,  by  the 
introduction  of  improved  parts,  may  have  to  be  made,  and  also  such 
changes  as  practical  test  in  actual  use  may  suggest  as  necessary. 

Tbe  success  of  these  stoves  aud  rauges  in  the  Army  appears  to  be  well 
aaanred. 

STATIOMEET. 

On  the  recommend  a  tioo  of  this  office,  an  allowance  for  stationery  for 
ordance  sergeants  on  duty  at  posts  not  garrisoned  liy  troops  has  been 
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fixed  by  General  Orders  "So.  56,  Headqaartera  or  the  Army,  Adjataut* 
Oeneral's  Office,  Jane  20, 1877,  to  take  effect  July  1, 1877, 

EXFLORma  EXPEDITIONS. 

The  Qaart«riDaBter>8  Department,  under  orders  of  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  War,  farm  abed  means  of  transportation,  transportation  Id 
kind,  forage,  offices  and  fnel  therefor,  pay  for  certain  eiDplo.y6s,  &c.,  to 
the  surveying  expedition  nnder  charge  of  Lieat.  George  M.  Wheeler, 
United  States  Engineers,  dnring  the  past  fiscal  year.  (See  also  General 
Orders  No.  62,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adintant-Oeneral's  Office. 
Jnly  3,  1877.) 

CENTENNUL  EXHIBITION. 

A'vards  were  made  to  the  Qaartermaster'a  Department  by  the  United 
States  Centennial  Commission  for  its  display  at  the  exhibition: 

lat.  For  an  intemtins  exhibit  of  the  articlea  anpplied  and  tools  eraployed  b7  this 
depsitment,  and  espeoiMl;  (or  the  large  culleotioa  of  Bpecimeus  designed  to  illiutrata 
the  Teterinarj  seTvioe  and  horse^faoeiag  of  the  Ann;. 

2d.  For  the  exhibit  of  flags  and  milltar;  ooatainea,  by  reaaon  of  "  The  character  of 
the  workmaDehip,  historical  ralne,  aod  liberality  of  uamerical  exhibit." 

IROn-HtrBBED  WHEELS. 

Trials  in  actual  service  of  these  iroa-hubbed  wheels,  purchased  for 
the  purpose,  have  been  continued  during  the  past  year. 

The  new  two-horse  and  foar-borse  or  mule- wagons,  before  referred  to, 
hare  irou-hubbed  wheels. 

APPBOPRIATION  FOR  REGULAR  8CPFLIES. 

The  amount  estimated  by  this  department  for  regular  supplies  for  the 
Army  during  the  fiscal  year  1876-'7,  was  $4,900,000.  The  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  War  recommended  $4,600,000.  Congress  appropriated 
$3,750,000,  besides  $216,00(»  for  the  2,500  additional  cavalry  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  August  15, 1876. 

The  amount  remaining  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation  for  regular 
supplies  for  the  fiscal  year  1876-'7,  on  July  1,  1877,  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury,  was  only  $5. 

It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  amount  of  that  appropriation  in  the 
hands  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  will  be  sufficient 
to  meet  all  outstanding  indebtedness  on  that  account  for  the  year. 

BGRSE-BHOEING  AND  TREATMENT  OF  DISEASES  OF  THE  HOOF. 

By  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  28, 1866,  the  honorable  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  War  was  authorized  and  directed  to  contract,  on  fair  and 
reasonable  terms,  with  Dr.  Alexander  Dunbnr,  for  the  use  of  his  alleged 
discovery  of  a  mode  of  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  the  horse's  foot 
and  for  bis  services  for  one  year  in  instmcting  the  farriers  of  the  Army 
in  such  treatment.  Dr.  Dunbar  was  employed  by  the  War  Dcpart^ment 
in  Augast,  1808,  for  one  year,  at  the  rate  of  $25,000  per  year,  and  the 
fact  of  his  employment  published  in  Oenernl  Orders  "So.  73,  Headqnar- 
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ters  of  tbe  Army,  dated  Augnst  21,  1863.  Ilis  contract  cxttired 
August,  1869.  A  farrier  (Julin  Kieruau)  wiui  eDiployed  to  a*M;oin|mny 
Dr.  Danbar  and  assist  in  the  manual  operations,  at  a  compensation  of 
(4  per  day  and  traveling  expenses  paid. 

Tbe  folloning  is  an  abstract  of  cliuical  lectures  given  hy  Dr.  I>uubar 
nnder  his  contract,  prepared  by  First  Lieut.  A.  B.  Tajlor,  Fiftb  Cav- 
alry, acting  Haaistaut  quartermaster: 

3Ti» princxpU  of  ihoeiiig  and  tfu  treatment  of  the  hoof,  upon  Hr,  .Ueiander DMnbar'i  igaleiu. 

Mr.  Dmibar'a  Hj^atem  is  very  sFniple  and  perfectly  practicable,  but  directly  contruFy 
to  tbe  teachiugH  of  alt  writers  upon  tbe  horse. 

Fsrriert  in  ddC  properly  paring;  the  hoof  caused  ooDtraction,  oorns,  pnmiced  feet, 
Sec.  In  treat! D|t  contracted  feet,  cut  awny  tbe  liars,  lower  andopeQ  tbebcel.pHredown 
tbe  frog,  cut  out  the  cleft  of  tbe  frog;  (be  commiasuree  shonid  be  veil  out  oat.  In 
catting  out  tbe  heel,  pare  the  bomy  substance  nbicb  grows  down  upon  it,  aad  part  of 
frog  con ti go 0118  to  beel,iiDtLlby  preesing  it  with  the  tlinnib  or  finger  it  feelH  eoft ;  no- 
tice tbis  particDlarly,  for  it  ie  these  pegs  that  prevent  the  heel  and  frog  from  expaud- 
ing-  Jn  order  to  expand  the  boof,  fit  tlie  Hhoe  wider  than  the  boof,  so  tbat  you  cao  aee 
throDgh  (be  uail-boles  from  tbe  qaartera  to  be^l ;  «et  the  Hhoe  in  its  proper  place  by 
Dailing  two-tbirdaof  the  way  between  the  quarter  and  toe  on  oneeiUe,  pash  tbe  shoe 
over  BO  tbat  one  side  is  even  with  the  wall  of  tbe  hoof,  drive  tbe  nails  witliout  clinch- 
ing;  tbis  enablee  yon  to  get  tbe  boles  oa  yon  waut  tbem  ;  draw  the  naila  ;  commepce 
and  drive  tbe  nails  on  the  other  side  withoat  driving  home,  but  clinch  tbem ;  you  will 
find  that  on  tbe  side  opposite  the  shoe  projects  beyood  the  nail ;  comniencn  driving 
tbe  nails  (being  carefal  tbat  tbe  point  enters  tbe  holes  already  maile  in  tbe  boof), 
clinching  tbem  but  not  driving  home;  commence  now  and  drive  all  tbe  nails,  firat  on 
one  Bide  and  then  on  tbe  other,  so  that  all  tbe  nails  can  be  driven  as  nrnrly  at  ths 
same  time  as  possible.  By  this  mode  of  nailing  tbe  foot  can  be  expanded  from  one- 
eighth  to  three-eighths  of  an  inch. 

When  the  hoof  is  contrscted  on  otie  side  more  than  tbe  other,  cnt  out  tbe  heel  and 
bars  more  en  tbat  side,  and  tben  tbe  wall  from  qnarter  to  beel  and  from  coroaet  down ; 
tbifl  weakens  these  parts,  and  m  the  foot  expands  it  gradaally  resames  ita  DstDral 

Tbe  fool  should  be  well  poulticed  with  flaxseed  meal,  which  keeps  the  hoot  moist, 
giving  the  contracted  parts  power  to  expand;  in  poDltioing, stall'  tbe  poultice  well 
aronnd  tbe  heel  and  coronet,  Keep  the  poultice  moist,  and  allow  It  to  remain  on  until 
the  parts  have  expanded  to  tbeir  natural  size  and  shape. 

In  paring,  if  blood  is  drawn  it  does  no  barm,  so  tbat  farriers  in  following  out  this 
system  need  have  no  fear  of  injnring  tbe  foot,  for,  as  before  stated,  weakening  tbe  cod- 
tracted  parts  takes  away  the  oanse  and  gir^  the  neceHsary  room  for  eipanaion. 

Always  cat  tbe  bar  well  out,  for  It  is  the  bar  which  crowds  against  tbe  frog,  pre- 
Tentlne  It  from  expanding,  and  if  the  f^g  is  not  allowed  t«  expand  it  oontrocts  the 
space  tbat  tbe  ooBlu'bone  occupies  in  tbe  foot  and  at  tbe  same  time  contracts  th«  heal. 
When  tbe  boof  is  not  pared  very  deeply  it  can  be  kept  moist  by  Btufflng  with  cow- 
inannre,  and  the  ooronet  kept  moist  by  patting  a  wet  swab  around  the  pastern  joiul, 
bnt  it  is  always  best  to  poultice,  if  only  for  a  lew  days. 

All  hones  whose  boon  are  perfectly  natural,  it  is  advisable  always  to  keep  a  wet 
swab  aronnd  their  pasterns  while  in  the  stable. 

In  treating  ooms,  paie  the  boof  out,  cut  away  tbe  bars,  pare  tbe  com  down  evenly, 
adjust  the  commissures,  lower  the  heel,  and  let  there  be  no  pressure  upon  the  eomj  if 
the  corn  is  extensive,  in  shoeing  it  will  sometimes  require  a  bar-shoe. 

In  taking  away  all  pressure  upon  tbe  affected  parts,  it  allows  that  part  to  grow 
down,  thna  throwing  out  the  diseased  portion. 

In  fitting  the  shoe,  drive  the  nails  from  tbe  quarter  total  on  each  qide,  wUich  takes 
all  weight  from  the  affected  part.    Keep  the  feet  well  stuffed  or  poulticed. 

Thrush  is  treated  in  tbe  same  manner  as  contraction ;  pare  out  the  thrnsb  and  keep 
the  foot  clean  and  well  poaltioed. 

In  treatJDfc  a  pamiced  or  flat  foot,  sbortcn  the  toe  as  much  as  possible,  pare  tlie  Ibot 
carefully,  witbont  taking  too  mncb  away  from  tb«  base  or  forward  part  of  the  hoof, 
pare  the  frog,  cat  away  tile  bars,  lower  and  open  the  heel,  andodjast  the  commissures; 
groove  tbe  nail  from  coronet  on  one  side  to  other  abont  tvo  inches  wide,  extending 
one  inch  fromoorouet  down  the  liueof  groove,  formic g  asemi-cirole;  make  five  or  six 
email  grooves  &om  coronet  down  to  tbe  semi-ctrcnlar  groove  already  made,  the  coro- 
net being  more  or  lees  contracted  in  pnmiced  feet ;  this  plan  weakens  tbat  portion  of 
boof,  and,  when  tbe  ponl'ioe  is  applied,  will  allow  it  to  expand  more  readily.  Fit  the 
shoe  with  small  corks  on  the  heal,  for,  the  heel  being  lowered  and  opeued,'tbe  straia 
would  be  too  sadden  ou  tbe  ten  Jons  if  a  flat  shoe  were  put  on ;  bat  at  each  ahoeing,  m 
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the  liosf  expauds  and  leHUTnes  its  natnral  abupe,  the  corks  can  be  RTaduall;  lowered 
uatil  the  ahoe  ia  perfuctlf  flat.  Keep  the  fuut  welt  poulticed,  particularly  the  coronet 
»nd  heels. 

laafoundered  borae,  Bhorten  the  tne ;  lower  tbe  beela;  oat  tbe  Imra  Away;  pare 
the  frog;  adjaat  tbe  commiagnres,  cuttio);  down  deeply;  cut  a  groove  from  toe  to 
«p«DiDg  of  heel  ou  each  aide,  ao  that  when  the  poultice  ia  applied  tbe  Intiauimation  can 
M  more  readily  drawn  out.  It  ia  also  welt  to  piick  the  boof  to  the  quick  sronnd  the 
top  of  coronet,  eapecially  if  the  horse  ia  badly  foundered.  Keep  tbo  font  welt  poulticed 
at  beel,  aole,  and  coronet,  until  all  ioflamniatloD  is  ftone.  6bae  aa  aaual,  being  careful 
not  to  drive  the  naila  too  close  to  part  of  toe  that  is  weakened. 

For  aand-crack,  cut  away  the  bars;  adjiiat  thecommlsaurea;  pare  tbe  sole  and  frog; 
open  and  lower  the  beel  ;  make  a  groove  one-balf  iucb  wide  tfarouch  Ibe  whole  length 
at  crauk,and  deep  enough  to  diaw  blood ;  rut  cut  the  toe,  so  that  when  tl  e  shoe  la 
placed  on  tbe  hoof  tbe  end  and  eidea  uf  crack  are  free  from  pressure.  Fit  tbe  shoe  ao 
*•  to  expand  the  boof  by  nailing,  taking  care  to  keep  the  crack  expanded  with  a 
pryer  while  the  naila  are  being  driven,  alter  wbicb  remove  the  pryer.  Keep  Ibe  foot 
well  poulticed  nntil  the  new  mine  commeuci-H  to  grow  out,  then  nit  Ibe  crack  with  tar 
or  piU-h;  but  keep  tbe  foot  aa  inoist  aa  poasible  all  the  time,  aud  tbe  touger  tbe  poul- 
tice reuiatBS  ou  tl  B  better  the  effect. 

Ktmckling  and  kneeapring.  lower  the  heel  as  much  aaposaible;  shorten  the  toe; 
cut  awuy  tbe  l>ara,and  treat  the  same  as  for  contraction. 

Tbe  following  is  an  extract  from  a  report  of  Maj.  JoIid  P.  Hatcb, 
Fourth  Oavalry,  commaodiug  Carlisle  barracks,  PeDnaylvania,  dated 
Marcli  31 ,  1870,  of  the  result  of  tbe  Daobar  treatinent  of  horses  at  that 
depot.  This  extract  was  published  io  circular  of  May  5,  1870,  from 
this  office. 

I  bare  Ibe  honor  to  report  that  after  more  than  a  year's  trial  at  this  depot  of  the 
system  of  boraeshoeiug  introduced  by  Hr.  Aleiauder  DuoltM,  it  has  proved  entirely 
eoccesaful. 

At  tbe  time  of  Mr.  Danbar's  arrival  the  feet  of  the  borsea  at  the  depot  were,  from 
bad  aboeiiig,  In  a  moat  wretched  cundiLion,  Many  of  the  hontea  were  nnsafe  as  tioop- 
harneS,  and  others  unable  to  do  the  duty  required  of  theui. 

At  the  present  time  I  do  not  doubt  that  tbeir  feet  would  compare  favorably  with 
tboee  of  any  hundred  boraes  in  any  service  in  the  world. 

Bince  ibe  opening  of  a  school  for  blacksuiitbs,  uoder  tbe  control  of  Mr.  John  Kier- 
Oftn,  in  tbe  month  of  August  of  last  year,  twenty-seven  inatruoted  blacksmitlis  have 
beeo  sent  to  regiments,  and  nineteen  men  are  now  under  instruction. 

Tbe   following  cures  have  been   eSected   since  Mt.   Kiernan   took  charge  of  the 

Fourteen  quarter  and  toe  craoka ;  four  bruised  and  sensitive  soles;  seven  caies  of 
thrash;  fonrooras;  two  cases  of  combined  coma  and  hoof-bonnd,  and  one  bruise. 

A.  large  nnmbei  of  contracted  feet  have  l>een  under  treatment,  and  are  doing  well, 
with  proapeet  of  permanent  cure.  Tbe  treatment — a  peculiar  method  of  ehoeing, 
which  does  not  Interfere  with  the  use  of  tbe  horse — requires  time. 

The  average  percentage  uf  horsue  ou  tbe  sick-report  ia  only  one-half  of  that  pre- 
Tlons  to  the  lutroduction  of  tbe  Dun  bar  system. 

CLAIMS. 

In  iny  last  anotial  report  I  enumerated  the  different  classes  of  cl^ms 
considered  in  the  olaioia  branch  of  this  office  under  my  charge. 

During  the  fiscal  jear  ending  June  30, 1877,  tbe  clerical  force  of  this 
4)ranch  has  beea  engaged  on  the  same  classes  of  claims  and  snbject- 
matttrs;  but  the  bulk  of  tbe  business,  as  heretofore,  has  been  in  tbe 
examination  and  investigation  of  claims  for  quartermaster's  stores  fur- 
nished by  or  taken  from  citizens  of  States  not  in  rebellion  for  the  use 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  dnring  the  war,  preseoted  to  this 
office  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Jnly  4, 1S61  (section  300  A, 
Appendix  Revised  Statntes  of  tbe  United  States). 

The  following  statement  shows  the  nnmber  of  agents  employed  ia  the 
inrestigatioa  of  these  claims  by  the  officers  under  whose  direction  the 
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investigatioDS  are  made,  tbe  amouat  paid  for  services  of  the  agents, 
and  amount  reimbnrsed  aa  ezpeases,  and  the  period  of  service : 
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Lient  Col.  Jamta  A.  Ekin.  d«p. 
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tbeanUreyeari  1  acenl  omployed 
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a  ^la  wtn  dtachargad  ABinut 
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I^?»p1ey^   19  »oat)»r   1 

Col.  S.  B.  Holablrd.  eiift  qnar- 
.   tmniiler  MUltary  Dliiion 

of  UiMDuri,  ChleaKo.  111. 
Capt  A.  P.  Rocliircll.  dppot- 

qnartermaaler,  Wa«iaDpon. 

b.c. 

3 
IS 

9,«5T« 

19,387  00 

Tbe  estimated  cost  of  traasportatioa  nimislied  these  agents  is  re- 
ported to  be  about  t789.44. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  has  been  paid  for  services  of 
clerliS,  including  a  namber  of  employes  engaged  in  briefing  the  evidence 
and  reports  in  these  claims,  the  sam  of  <14,928.56. 

The  foregoing  shows  the  total  amonnt  paid  from  the  appropriations 
of  this  department,  in  connection  with  the  inrestigatiou  of  these  claims, 
to  be  t56,425.51. 

Tbe  numbers,  amonnta,  &o^  of  claims  iDvestigate<l  and  reporteil  upon 
by  tbe  agents  employed  for  that  purpose,  during  the  Hscal  year  ending 
Jane  30,  1877,  are  as  follows: 


it.  CoL  Jan**  A,  Bhln. 


Capt  C.  H.  Hoy*.  I 


chief  qnarlennaal 


Capt.  A,  F.  Rtwkwt 


W,49«BI 

U,57t  et 


tat    Mow 
ance^  by 


3,337  Wl 

uoosnj 


rhe  agent*  employed  nnder  dlrec- 
lioB  of  Oilnnal  Ehlo  are  enniM 
almoat  wholly  In  Ibe  InveitfK*- 
tlon  of  rlatm*  originating  In 
Slate*  of  KeutDOky  and  Xennia- 

the  Bgenta  employed  nadar  ■Cap- 
tain HoTtaud  Colooel  Bdlahlrd 
are  entitled  principally  In  In- 
vi^Htlmilnc  elalm*  otlgjaatlBi  In 


Tlioagen'a  employed  nnder  direc- 
tion of  Caplain  Bockwetl  aie- 
engaged  In  IntMtiKatlne  clalma 
orMnaUDR  In  Marylaad.  Tip 
fdnla.  Wait  Tlrl^nU.  Peunl- 
vania.  and  Diatrlot  of  Colanbia. 


By  the  statement  of  claims  appended  to  this  report,  it  wilt  be  seea 
that  the  nnmber  of  claims  filed,  under  act  of  July  4,  1864,  on  hand  at 
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the  close  of  tbe  fiacal  year  eodiiig  June  30, 1876,  wbiuh  hail  previoasly 
b«eti  saspeuded  or  bail  received  no  decisive  action,  was  12,3J(i,  nmonnt- 
itig  to  tbe  snm  of  (8,615,782.30,  aod  the  number  of  said  claimn  filed 
daring  tbe  past  fiscal  year  was  836,  amoanting  to  $670,202.01,  mnking  a 
total  of  13,692  claims,  amounting  to  $9,194,984.34. 

During  tbe  past  fiscal  year,  460  of  these  claims  were  approved,  to  the 
amount  of  $159,273.52,  and  referred  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  tbe  Treas- 
ury for  Bettlement,  as  required  by  tbe  law.  (Sec.  300,  "A"  Appendix, 
Revised  Statutes  U.  8.)  A  deduction  of  $296,796.44  was  mnde  fi-om  the 
clMms  approved. 

Six  bnndred  and  forty-two  of  these  claims,  amounting  to  $1,351^,159.88, 
were  rejected  daring  the  fiscal  year. 

Of  these  claims  prepared  during  the  fiscal  year  by  the  claims  branch 
for  tbe  final  action  of  tbe  Quartermaster-Oeneral,  860  remained  on  hand 
OD  Jane  30,  1877,  tbe  Qnartermaster-Geoeral  not  having  had  time  to 
consider  them.  These,  or  nearly  all  of  them,  will,  however,  no  doubt 
receive  final  actiou  before  the  time  for  the  meeting  of  tbe  regular  session 
of  the  Forty-fifth  Congress  in  December,  1877. 

In  addition  to  tbe  claims  considered  and  acted  on  nnder  tbe  act  of 
Jnly  4, 1864,  351  misoeilaneons  claims,  amounting  to  $182,548.76,  were,  ' 
daring  the  year,  considered  and  returned  or  referred,  with  report  of  tbe 
Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  action  of  tbe  accounting  officers. 
These  claims  were  principally  based  upon  vouchers  for  qnar  term  asters' 
stores  and  animals  issued  by  officers  during  the  war.  Among  them, 
however,  were  a  number  of  claims  filed  in  the  office  of  tbe  Third  Au- 
ditor for  consideration,  under  act  of  March  3,  1849,  and  which  bad  been 
referred  to  this  office  for  investigation  and  report. 

Tbe  labor  and  correspondence  of  tbe  claims  branch,  during  the  fiscal 
year,  have  beeo  fully  as  great  as  for  tbe  preceding  fiscal  year. 

Tbe  number  of  claims  found  on  June  30,  1877,  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
officers  awaiting  investigation  by  agents,  were  as  follows  : 

In  the  office  of  Lient.  Col.  James  A.  Ekin,  deputy  qnnrterm aster- 
general  (United  States  Army),  Jefferson ville,  Ind.,  2,055  claims,  of 
which  2,201  originated  in  Tennessee,  738  originated  in  Kentucky,  and 
16  originated  in  the  States  adjoining  Tennessee  and  Kentncky. 

la  the  office  of  Lieut.  Col,  S.  B.  Holabird,  chief  quartermaster  Mili- 
tary Division  of  Missouri,  Chicago,  III.,  341  claims,  of  which  322  orig- 
inated in  Missouri,  14  in  Kansas,  2  in  Colorado,  1  each  in  Ohio,  Arkan- 
sax,  and  tbe  Indian  Territory. 

Id  tbe  office  of  the  depot  quartermaster,  Washington,  D  0.,  172 
claims,  of  which  116  originated  iu  the  State  of  Maryland,  53  iu  tbe 
State  of  West  Virginia,  and  3  in  the  State  of  Penndylvauia. 

Owing  to  the  want  of  appropriations  to  bear  the  expense  of  the  inves- 
tigatiou  of  these  claims  for  tbe  fiscal  year  L>eginning  July  1, 1877,  all 
of  tbe  agents  heretofore  employed  were  ordered  to  bo  discharged  at  the 
close  of  tbe  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  and  instructions  were  given 
to  tbe  officers  to  whom  claims  have  been  referred  for  investigation,  rela- 
tive to  tbe  disposition  and  safe-keeping  of  the  claims-papers  in  their 
bauds. 

MIBCELLANBOUS  CLAIMS  AltD  ACCOUNTS. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  12,984  claims  and  accounts  were 
ORflle,  amounting  to  $7,321,175.95;  during  the  year,l,064  were  received, 
amoontiDg  to  $182,734.12;  total,  14,048  claims  and  accounts,  for 
$7,503,910.07. 

One  hundred  and  niacty-nine  claims  werj  approved,  for  $30,669.21, 
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beioga  dedufition  in  tbe  amouutas  presented  of  $3,736.56;  Salcliiiins 
vere  referred  to  tlie  Third  Aadiior  of  the  Treasur;  for  Rction  ol' tk 
BCCOUDtiQg  officers,  amounting  to  tl82,648.T0;  140  claims,  amoDUtiDgio 
$55,267.8u,  were  referred  to  other  deiiartments  to  which  they  peruined- 
14L  claims,  amouDtiug  to  $243,441.21,  were  reacted;  397  accounta, 
amouatitig  to  $:J0,882.96,  were  approved,  being  a  dedaotiOD  ia  tbe  w- 
txiunta  aa  presented  of  $150,12 ;  59  acoounta  were  referred  to  otber  de- 
partments, amounting  to  $7,483.10 ;  27  accouuta,  amounting  to  $3,Oo?.;3, 
were  rejected ;  total  disposed  of,  1,314  claims  and  accounts,  amonut- 
ing  aa'presented  to  $546,137.43;  12,443  miBcellaneous  claims  and  :"J1 
accounts  remain  on  file,  amounting  to  $6,957,772.62, 

The  statement  of  miscellaneoos  claims  appended  to  this  report  ebovi 
that  there  were  on  hand  at  close  of  the  fiscal  ;ear  ending  Juue  M,  1ST6, 
12,868  claims,  amonuting  to  $7,201,694.03. 

The  laboi'  involved  upon  the  miscellaneous  branch  proper,  iu  tbers 
aminatiou  and  disposition  of  claims,  and  the  correspondeuce  uecessait 
to  the  proper  disposal  of  the  multiplicity  of  questions  of  a  miscelLne 
ous  character  pertaining  to  it,  have  been  fully  as  great-  the  past  fi^J 
year  as  during  the  preceding  fiscal  year. 

Inconsequence  of  the  failure  of  Congress  to  |)rovide  by  proper ip 
propriatiuii  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  Army  for  thetisc^ 
year  1677-16,  a  system  of  certificates  was  adopted  in  May,  1S77,  aoi 
published  in  General  Orders,  for  issue  by  officers  of  theQuartermasw' 
Department  to  persons  in  the  military  service  for  services  rendered  b; 
them  for  the  United  States  for  the  period  subsequent  to  July  1,ISm 
payment  thereof  dependent  upou'a  future  appropriation  by  CoDgiia 
for  tbe  purpose. 

When  sDch  appropriatiou  is  made  and  shall  havo  becone  availsVli 
these  certiticateH  will  he  taken  up  by  the  issuing-offlcer,  and  a<:canats  ilul; 
certified  covering  tbe  service  substituted  in  lieu  thereof. 

Many  of  these  accounts  will  come  before  this  branch  of  the  office  bi 
proper  examination  and  disposal. 

The  following  statements  exhibit  the  number  of  transportation-cIaiiD 
and  accounts,  and  claims  under  tbe  aist  of  July  4,  1864,  and  miscellu 
eouB  claims  and  accounts  on  band  July  1,  1616,  received  and  acted  upo 
daring  t>ie  year  and  remuiuing  ou  band  Juue  30, 1877 : 

Slalanat  of  a\ 


No. 

»'  ■  "":j 

1M,71S» 

■ 
i,sS7   ii,;i',o 

Total  numbur  cm  band  and  raceli-Bd 

"Ij 

-'all 

Total  •wyinnti.  »d  oUInn  Kfirrod.  rfjeeled,  and 
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The  followine-deBcribed  papers  acoompaay  this  report; 
A. — Sratemeiit  of  troops  and  atoTei  traDsported  ander  dirootion  of  the  Qaartermu- 
tet'B  DepaTtmeDt  daring  the  fiscal  year. 

B. — Absinutt  of  contracta  made  b;  offlcera  of  the  Qaartermaater's  Department  fbr 
wagon-lranspoTtatioa  darinK  fiscal  jaar. 

C. — Table  showing  principal  movements  of  troops  daring  fiscal  year,  and  average 
leogtb  of  manb  or  movement  in  each  ease. 

D. — Abstract  of  contracts  made  by  officers  of  the  Qoartermaster'B  Department  for 
irater-trausportatioii  dariag  the  fiscal  ;esr. 

E. — Slalemeot  of  reasels  chartered  aiid  employed  by  officers  of  the  Qaartermaster's 
Department  daring  (he  fisoal  year. 

F. — Statement  of  veseels  owned  or  parohaeed  by  the  Quart«rmaster'B  Department 
daring  the  fiscal  year. 

O.— Statoment  of  the  Indebtedness  of  railway  companies  for  railway  material,  dbo., 
porobaeed  of  the  United  States,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnae  30, 1877. 

H. — Correspondeuce  relating  to  the  refusal  of  the  Florida  Central  (a  land-grant) 
Bailroad  to  famish  mllitai;  transportation. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfally,  jodf  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  C.  HODGES, 
Deputy  Quartermatter-Omeral,  United  States  Army. 
Brig.  Oea.  M.  C.  Meiqs, 

Quartermaeter-Oeneral,  United  States  Army. 
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HEPOBT   OP  THE   SECHBTAET   OP  WAR. 


CsDAB  Kkts,  Fu.,  Mag  30, 1?77, 
Sin ;  I  have  tbe  honor  to  retatu  herowith  the  traDaportalion  order  for  the  Floiidk 
Centr&lKailroad;  they  would  not  ■Jlowmebigo  on  theci        '    "       '        ■  .    ■< 
■QperiDteadeDt  And  mftde  iaqnlrica,  end  he  told  n:     -'    -  '     ' 
at  S^Dt  AngQBtlne  thitt  they  would  take  no  ino 
BO  I  had  to  pa;  mj  fare  as  far  as  Baldwin. 

Very  rsBpectfiill;,  y onr  obedient  wrvant, 


OfFICX  ACTIKO   AsSIBTjtNT   QCAHTBRMASTBn, 

Saint  AwguilinM,  FIa.,Jmfl3,  1677- 
8lR :  I  baTo  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  Infnrmatlan  of  the  proper  department  of  the 
government,  that  on  tbe  S8th  day  of  Hay,  1S77, 1  furniehed  Ordnance  Sergeant  Weaver 
with  n  tranRportation  reqnest,  made  oat  in  dne  form,  on  the  Florida  Ceniral  Railroad, 
ftom  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  to  Baldwin,  Fla. ;  that  uid  railroad  refnsed  absulotely  to  take 
■QCh  request,  and  wonid  not  allow  Ordnance  Serfceant  Weaver  to  enter  the  train  aod 
travel  on  tbe  request.  (See  letter  of  Sergeant  Weaver,  inoloeed  and  marked  "A.") 
SiDce  it  is  frrqueotly  ncoessary  to  forolsh  transportation  over  this,  road,  I  desire  to 
know  what  steps  I  am  to  take  in  fntnre,  when  the  occasion  to  send  men  from  this  pott 
■hall  arise. 

la  there  any  way  by  which  Sergeant  Weaver  can  be  reimbursed  fur  tbe  amonnt  he 
paid  for  his  fare  I 

Very  lespeotfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  FE88KNDEN. 
Firtt  litalimant  F\ft\  Artitla-g,  A.  A.  Q.  if. 
The  CmEr  Quartkrmastbr. 

VeparWint  0/  Ike  Soaih,  Atlanta,  6a. 


[FlrMiB 

SiIST  ACODSTINK,  Tu..,  Jtatt  3, 1877. 
Tbe  road  refened  to  is  a  land-grant  road,  and  Thompson,  the  superintAodent,  pra- 
itively  refuses  to  take  troops  over  the  road  without  paying  for  tbem  in  cash  or  enr- 
rency ;  will  not  take  leaneste,    Bespeotfally  forwarded  and  iustruotions  reqneeted. 

F.  T.  DENT, 
lituinaat-Colonel  Fifth  ArHlleij,  Comnanditig  FmI. 


[Sacond  indonemcnt-l 


[Tblrd  iBdorwmFnt  ] 
HEADqUUtTERS  DWARTTHItNT  OF  THR  SOUTH, 

JfloRla,  6a.,  Jtaie  9, 1877. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  A^Jntanl-Oeneral  of  the  Army,  throngh  division  head- 
qoarters,  for  tbe  information  of  the  War  Departmeot. 

THOS.  H.  RUGER, 
Colcnel  Eighttenlh  Infantrj,  Bvl.  Brig.  Gen.,  U.  8.  A.,  Camman^ng. 


QUABTEBUASTEE-OElfERjU:..  31 1 

[Faortli  ladoriamenL] 

HRADquj-BTXRS  Division  or  thk  Atiuintic, 

New  r«-Jt,  Jmtc  11, 1877. 
Respectfallf  referred  to  tbe  olilef  qaArtermaster  of  the  diTislon. 
Bt  eonuDBnd  of  H^or-Qeneral  Hauoook. 

W.  O.  MITCHELL. 
Captain  f^k  Infantry,  A.  A.  A.  G. 


IFUth 

Hbidquartkhs  Uilttart  Division  ay  tub  Atlantic, 

Ofiot  CkUsf-QuarterwMttr,  Sem  York,  Jmu  12,  1877. 
Seapeetftilly  fonraided  to  the  Qmurtarmaater-Oeiienl. 

L.  C.  EA8T0N, 
ColoHa  amd  Jhklanl  Q.  M.  0.,  Chi^  Quart«ntuuUr. 


(iBclmma  moeUDpuijliig  Uaumd  In 


To  the  Chikp  Qcabtkrkabtbr,  AUanta,  Ga. : 

Ordared  to  wod  soldier  to  Penuoola.  JaekBDnTtUs  road  won't  aeoept.  Request 
inatnictiotM. 

FE8SBNDEN,  Quartermatter. 

[Older  No.  59.] 

.  Saint  Aqoubtikk,  FLA.,Jmie  B,  1BT7. 

I.  In  fortbermace  of  flpcelkl  Order,  No.  HI,  current  mriea,  from  headqnirten  De- 
pattmuit  of  theSoatb,  Pri-rate  John  Daley,  Battery- H,  Fifth  Artillery,  will  leare  this 
pott  tor  Fort  Barranoaa,  Fhk,  to  Join  his  battery. 

n.  The  Bating  aniMaot  q  oartemiaBter  will  faraish  tbe  necenary  transpoitatloa, 
Bod  the  aotiag  oommlBwry  of  sabsiatenoe  will  oommnte  hia  rations  for  Ave  days  from 
Jnne  — ,  1B77. 
By  Older  of  Lient.  CoL  F.  T.  DenL 

E.  T.  BROWN, 
Seoond  Lieatenant  Fi/lk  ArUllary,  Pmat-AilpUaiil. 
A  tme  copy, 

E.  T.  BBOWN, 
,  Stoond  LimUKant  F\flh  Arlillery,  rott-Adjulant. 


[From  the  Wectern  Union  Telegraph  Company,  dated  Jackoonville,  Fla.,  Jnne  6, 1B77.] 
TollaJ.J.  Q. CnANbLER,  Quartermatter,  U.  S.  A.,  AOanta,  Go.: 

Tbe  reaaoD  that  we  refoM  to  accept  transportation  requests  is  tbe;  ore  not  paid,  and 
the  conrta  have  decided  that  we  are  entitled  to  pa;  for  aiicb  servioe. 

CHARLES  HOLMES, 
Gtneral  Svptrintendtnt. 

War  DErARTMimT,  QUAiiTRitMASTER-QicKRRAL'B  Office, 

Waihinglon,  D.  C,  June  15,  1877. 

Sir:  It  has  been  reported  to  this  oQioe  that  agentB  nf  tbe  Florida  Central  Bailroad 

refnse  to  accept  traasportation  requests  issaed  by  the  Qoartcrmaater'B  Department,  be- 

caoae  they  are  not  paid,  and  the  courts  have  decided  that  tbe  roads  are  entitled  to  pay 

for  encb  service. 

All  the  land-grant  railroads  in  thecoantry,  with  tbe  exception,  perhapB,  of  theFIor- 
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id«  Central,  art  aooeptlnit  and  fumlshiiiK  transportation  oa  thsse  reqaests,  anil  it  ii 
thought  there  ia  aoma  miaandentaudlng  in  this  case. 

An  examination  int4>  the  matter  irill  ahotr  that  the  Qnirterm aster's  D.ipnrtment  can 
males  no  payment  for  militaiy  tr^inaportation  over  thu  Florida  Central  Jiailmad  vith- 
ont  flagrant  Tiolation  of  lav. 

Yon  are  referred,  flnt,  to  nation  3  of  act  of  Congress  approved  Hay  IT,  1656,  (11  Stat, 
p.  15),  grantinf;  United  StatM  lands  to  aid  in  the  oonstrnction  of  the  roal ;  seoood,  to 
the  act  approTed  Maroh  3, 1875  (IS  Stat.,  p.  453),  in  which  payment  for  military  truu- 
portation  over  land-grant  Tallrrads  ia  prohibited. 

These  laws  stand  on  the  statute-books  anrepealed. 

Two  land-grant  railroads,  the  Lake  Superior  and  Hiasisaippi,  and  the  Atchison,  To- 
peka  and  Santa  F6,  brongbt  snit  to  recover  compensation  for  certain  traosportatioii 
of  troop*  and  atoree,  specilied  in  the  bills  of  particulars  accompanying  their  reepeetlva 
petitions  to  the  Court  o(  Claims,  and  the  Supreme  Coat,  on  appeal,  awarded  comp«D- 
•ation  Id  tbeae  partionlar  caaei.    (October  term,  1ST6.    No.  673.) 

TheMawaids  will  be  payable  as  other  award*  of  the  court  are  paid  hy  the  Treasury, 
oat  ofan  approprlatloo  made  for  that  parpoee,  and  not  from  fundi  of  the  Qaartermai- 
ter's  Department.  • 

It  is  kDowD  to  this  office  that  even  tbefe  awards  have  not  been  paid  for  reason  that 
ConKTcaa  tailed  to  make  an  appropriation  therefor, 

The  Second  Comptiollerof  the  Treaearybaa  decided  that,  inaemnch  as  Doappropri- 
atlonlamadeby  CoDgre«aforpaj|mentof  traDsportatloQ  to  I  and.  {{rant  roads,  bat  on  the 
eoDtrary,  any  payment  to  Ibem  is  expressly  prohibited  Ijylaw,  it  i«  clear  that  uo  such 
payment  can  now  be  made,  nor  any  amount  oe  allowed  to  aaid  roads  by  the  executive 
tieportmentii,  notwItbaCanding  the  decision  of  tbe  Supreme  Court,  until  the  lav- 
m^iug  power  shall  have  removed  the  nrohibitiou  and  made  au  appnniriation. 

"No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but  iu  eonaeqaenoe  of  appropriatioua 
made  by  Ian."  (Constitution,  art.  1,  lec.  9.) 

Tba  doctrine  enunciated  by  tbe  Snpreme  Court  io  the  eases  referred  to,  that  oertain 
compeDBHtion  should  be  made  for  tbe  trannportation  of  troops  and  storea  over  laad- 
grant  railroads  is  in  accordance  with  tbedootrineaiwayHbeld  by  tbe  War  Department, 
and  governed  the  department  up  to  tbe  time  when  such  payments  were  prohibiled  by 
Congress.  I  have  recommended  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  be  bos  reconimended  to 
Congress,  snob  legislation  as  wilt  remove  this  probiUitiou. 

Bat  there  is  another  aspect  of  the  cose.  The  necessities  of  the  service  require  that 
transportation  requests  ol  the  kind  which  I  nnderstand  your  road  has  refnsetl,  shall  be 
used  in  famlihing  tmnsportation  for  United  States  troops. 

If  a  soldier  yields  to  tne  demand  of  a  recasant  land-grant  railroad  for  oosh  fare,  the 


department  has  no  more  power  to  reimburse  him  (though  traveling  on  pa  bile  duty) 
than  it  has  to  pay  tbe  railroad  itself.  A  remedy  is  provided  for  tbe  railroad  tbronsh 
the  courts ;  for  the  soldier  there  is  no  legal  remedy.    In  the  exercise  of  tba  powi 


the  United  8tat«a  Oovemment,  it  ia  neorssan  that  there  be  no  hinderanoe  to  the  pas- 

^e  of  its  troops  and  property  over  any  railroad  ia  its  t«rritory. 
□  view  of  tbeae  explanations  I  trait  that  yoa  will  withdraw  your  opposition  to  the 
receipt  of  transportation  requests  for  tbe  passage  of  United  States  troops  over  yoar 
road,  and  adopt  a  oonrse  which  will  not  place  the  road  in  antagonism  to  the  eieco- 

Very  TeapeJtfuIly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  MEIGS, 
QuartenKoiltr-Omtral,  Brevtl  Major-Qv»eral,  C  S.  A. 
Hr,  Joseph  H.  Durkkk, 

if<ul«r  in  charge  Florida  Csafrol  BailriMd,  JadaowiUe,  Fla. 


Saint  AuQUffrm,  Fli.,  /aa«  17,  I8TT. 
Bin:  The  land-grant  railroad,  Florida  Central,  from  Jacksonville  to  UveOak.  hss 
refnsed  to  transport  troops  over  their  road  on  transportation  reqoests,  and  as  the 
quartermaster  is  prohibited,  by  orders,  from  paying  to  such  roads  the  usaal  fare,  I  di- 
rected the  quartermaster  at  tbfa  post  to  report  tbe  fact  to  oUef  qaartermaster  of  tbe 
department,  and  ask  for  instractioos.  As  no  reply  bos  been  received,  I  ask,  in  order  Co 
comply  with  Special  Ordeis  No.  3,  current  series,  from  headquarters  Department  of  tba 
Sonto,  aud  Post  Orders  No.  59,  current  aeries,  from  thia  post.  In  exeootioa  of  tbe  Hret- 
nomed  order,  that  the  qnartermaater  of  this  post  be  authorized  to  parefaase  tickets  over 
aaid  road  for  Private  John  Daley,  iu  order  that  he  may  proceed  to  hia  destinatioo. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respect  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  T.  DENT, 
UeutefttM-Colontl  FifOi  ArUOtrt, 

AsfilffTANT  AjWUTiNT-GEMKRAL, 

Degartmml  af  tkt  South,  Atlanta,  Oa. 

ll,LnOOgl 


QUAETEBMASTEB-GENERAL. 


[FlntlD 


Office  Chief  Qdartkrmister,  Dspartmknt  of  the  Sodth, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  June  20, 1877. 
Bwpectfallf  retamed  to  tbe  BSBiataDt  B4J<itA<it-geaeraI,  headquarters*  Department 
of  tbe  South. 

Tbe  Bctioa  taken  by  the  aaperialeadBDt  of  tbe  Florida  Central  Bsilioad  woa  referred 
to  the  departmeDt  comiDiuider  on  the  9tbof  Jane,  andthieoSiaelB  awaiting  iDatmctione 
before  notifying  tbe  acting  asaiHtant  qoartermaatec  at  Saint  Aogoatine  of  the  proper 
Motion  to  he  taken. 

Payment  for  aervicM  over  this  road  ie  probiblteil  b;  law,  and  benee  tbe  pnrcbase  of 
tickets,  na  herein  renaeeted,  oaanot  be  reoommeDded. 

J.  G.  CHANDLER, 
Mafor  and  QaarUrmailer,  U.  S.  A.,  Chit/ Quariermiuler  DepartmenI  Saiith. 


(StooBd  iDdorscmenL) 
HKAIMIUARTERS  DBPiltTMRST  OF  THE   SODTH, 

AllaaUi,  Qa.,JiiMW,  1877. 
Beapectfoll?  forwarded  to  tbe  Adjntant-Qeneral  of  tbe  Army,  throush  beadqnarten 
Diviuon  of  tbe  Atlantic.    Attention  asked  to  the  faet  that  the  Florida  Centnil  Bail- 
road  (a  land-frrant  road)  refuses  to  transport  troops  or  uaterial  without  payment  ia 
advanee  of  obarees  for  traasportation. 

THOS.  H.  RUGEH, 
Colontl  BigkUenlh  In/antri/,  Bit.  Brig.  General,  U.  S.  A.,  CoBtmanding. 


[TbirdiDdaneiiient.| 

Hkadquartkhs  Division  Atlantic, 

Nem  York,  Jne  23,  VSn. 
Bespeetfblly  relerred  to  tbe  chief  qoartemiaaler  of  the  division,  in  DonnectloD  wltb 
tba  pre vlotu  papers  on  tbls  anhjuot  relerred  to  him  on  the  11th  instant. 
By  cotDmand  of  U^or-Oetieral  Hancock. 

JOHN  8.  WHARTON, 
Captain  Xiiutmtk  Infantrg,  'A.  A,  A.  GtntraU 


[Foarih  iDdonemeni.] 

Heukjcahtbrs  Miutaby  Division  or  Atlantic, 

Offlot  Chiff  quari^miuuUr,  Nan  York,  June  25, 1877. 
Bespectrnlly  forwarded  to  the  QnBrteriiiaBt«r- General  In  conneotioD  with  the  papers- 
on  tbiB  snbjeot,  forwarded  by  this  office  on  tbe  laih  instant. 

L.  0.  EASTON, 
CoUmtl  and  Auittant  QuitrtennaaUr-Genena,  Cklrf  Qnartermailer. 


Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Jane  22, 1S77. 
Sir  :  Tour  oommDuication  { AVr)  dated  June  15, 1B77,  in  relation  to  transportation  of 
United  States  troops  and  storesovurland-KrBDt  railroads  was  dnly  received.  Tbe  post' 
tion  taken  b^  the  Florida  Central  Bailroad  in  this  matter  was  based  npon  oertaln  re- 
ported decisions  of  tbe  United  States  Supreme  Coort,  and  may  have  been  hastily  as- 
•amed.  I  have  referred  your  letter  and  Qenerat  Order  No.  K,  War  Department,  A4]n- 
tant-General's  Office,  series  1875,  accompanying  the  some,  to  Edward  H.  L'EnglD,  wq., 
pieridentof  the  Florida  Central  Bailroad  Company,  which  oompany  is  now  in  possession 
of  its  property,  and  have  reqaested  him  to  answer  the  same.  The  company  took  pos- 
session of  its  property  nnder  an  order  of  the  court  on  the  9tb  of  the  present  mouth. 
Bespecifnlly  yonrs, 

JOSEPH  H.  DUEKEE, 
LaU  Matitr  la  ekarge  Florida  Ctntral  JtoHrvoA. 
Mf],  Qen.  H.  C.  Hbigs, 

QwBr«nH«ter-G«H«raI,  U.  S,  A.,  R'aiUsftM,  D.  C.  ^ 

ii,C.OOglc 
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JuxB  !8,  1877. 
Edwahd  M.  L'EiroLK, 

PreMwt  FUtrida C»tral  aailnMi,J9(ilc»owMU, Fl», : 
Hu  your  road  iritbdmwn  ita  ubJeotioD  to  the  reoeipt  of  trknaportatlon  reqawti  (or 
the  pwHge  of  UnlWd  States  troope  t 

U.  C.  MEI08, 
Quartermaater  Qtimi. 

[From  the  WMteni  Union  Tel<igrapbCMnpaDj,dttedJackMnTiIle,FU.,JDiie  3D,  18i7.] 
To  the  Quarternastek-Gkkbrai.,  Wat]iiiifflmi,D.  C: 

The  Florida  Central  Ballroad  Companj  daolioei  toaeoept  qnartennaoter'B  reqnMtt 
for  traDiporiatJoD.    Tbis  refusul  ii  becauae  snch  requeats  are  aut  paid. 

E.  U.  L'ENOLE, 
PrtrtOcnt  F.  V.  U.  B.  C#. 


War  Dbfartunt,  QnABTUMASTKR-QEMBiuL's  OrncB, 

WaakingtoK,  D.  C,  Jnlg  S,  IBTT, 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  eahmlt  for  yonr  infunnation,  and  sneh  action  when  Cod- 
RreM  aaaamblM  as  roa  ma;  Qod  proper,  the  ease  of  "        '      ....»..._.. 
(a  Wd-grant)  Baifroad  to  aooept  and  Airnish  trans; 
upon  requeata  of  the  <Jaartemast«r's  Department. 

The  fact  that  this  railroad  had  takea  this  ataad  was  first  reported  to  this  office 
Jane  12,  1877,  by  the  ehiet  qaartermaster,  Military  Division  of  tlie  Atlantic ;  the  pat- 
tionlar  oaae  in  point  being  that  of  Oidoanoe  Sergeaot  Jeremiah  Weaver,  who,  being 
aaelgned  lo  dnty  -which  reqaired  a  Joame;  over  the  road  from  JackaouTillB  to  Bala- 
win,  Fla.,  waa,  in  acootdauoe  with  orders  a^  regalatjons  governing  Army  transporta- 
tion, furnished  with  a  trkospottatlon-reqaiat  for  the  Jonmey,  made  ont  in  dne  form 
(sample  inclosed),  lasaed  by  tne  acting  assistant  qnartermoater  of  the  military  post  of 
Saint  AnguBtine,  Fla.,  and  addressed  to  the  railroad  oompany,  nnder  date  o(  May  SS, 
1877. 

Sergeant  Weaver  reports  that  he  was  not  permitted  to  go  upon  the  cars  of  the  road, 
so  he  went  to  the  snperlntendent,  made  Inqnirles,  and  was  told  that  tbe  railroad  eom- 
pany  bad  uotlHed  the  anthoritles  at  Baint  Augnstine  that  tbey  noald  take  no  bmis 
transportation -orders  on  tbe  road,  and  the  aergeant  had  to  pay  his  faro  to  Baldwin 
ont  of  his  own  poeket. 

Snbaeqnently,  on  Jane  8,  1877,  the  superintendent  of  the  road  telegraphed  the  chief 
qoartfirmastet  Department  of  tbe  Sonth,  as  follows : 

"  Tbe  reason  that  we  refused  to  accept  traoqiortation-Teqnests  is  that  they  are  not 
p^d,  and  the  courts  have  decided  that  we  ate  eatitled  to  pay  for  such  service." 

OnJunel5, 1877,  the  Quartermastor-aeDeral  addnwseil  the  following  oommnnloatioo 
to  Hr.  Joseph  U .  Durkee,  master  in  charge  of  tbe  Florida  Central  RallrMd,  Jsckaon  villi, 
Fla.,  who,  by  tbe  offlolal  Railroad  Galde  fur  the  period,  SBems  to  have  been  the  highest 
officer  connected  with  tbe  road  : 

"It  has  been  reported  to  tbisoffloe  that  aged  fa  of  the  Florida  Central  Railroadrafose 
to  accept  traniportation-req nests  issaed  by  tbs  Qitarterraastei'B  Department  becanss 
tbey  are  not  paid,  and  the  courts  have  decided  that  the  roads  are  Bntitled  to  pay  lor 

"  All  tbe  land-grant  rallronds  in  the  conn  try,  with  the  ezorption,  perhaps,  of  the  Florida 
Central,  are  ncceptiug  and  furnishlog  tranaportiitiuu  on  tbeae  requests,  and  it  ii 
thoDgbt  there  is  some  mlaunderHtandliig  in  tbis  cose. 

"An  examination  into  the  matter  willsborf  that  the  Q iiartemi aster's  Department  cau 
make  no  paymept  for  military- transportation  over  tbe  >'torida  Ceutral  Koilioad  with- 
unt  flagrant  violation  of  law. 

"  Yon  are  referred,  Srst,  to  aection  3  of  the  act  of  Coogresa,  approved  Hay  17, 18!i6  (II 
Stat.,  p.  II)),  Rraullog  Uoited  Stat«a  lands  to  aid  in  tbu  ootistructiOD  of  the  rosd; 
•econd,  to  tbe  set  approved  Uarcb  3,  187G  (18  Stat.,  n.  45:1).  iu  which  pajmeat  for 
military  transportation  over  land-grant  railroads  ia  prohibited. 

"  Th«ee  laws  stand  on  tbe  statute-books  nnrepealed. 

"Two  land-grant'railroads  (the  Lake  Superior  and  Uiasiseippl.and  tbeAtehieon, 
Topeka  and  Santa  F6)  brougbt  suit  to  recom  oompenaation  for  oertaia  transpor- 
tation of  troopa  aod  stores,  speoiHedin  tbe  bills  of  partionlars  acoo mpany in g  their 
respective  petitions  to  tbe  Coart  of  CluiiDS.aDd  tbe  Sapreme  Court,  on appeal,awarded 
compensation  in  these  particular  cases.    (October  term,  1ST6,  No.  673.) 

"  These  awards  will  be  payable,  ss  other  awards  of  the  court  are  paid,  by  theTroasnry 
out  of  an  appropriation  made  for  that  pnrpose,  and  not  from  faods  of  tbe  Qnartermss- 
ter's  Department. 
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It  U  known  to  this  office  that  aven  these  Awnrde  bkva  not  beea  pftiil,  (or  the  )re»aon 
that  Coniciets  &ilod  to  make  an  appropriatlou  tharefor. 

"TheSeoondCoinptrollerof  the  Treasury  has  daoided  that  innsoinoh  as  no  appropria- 
tion is  made  b;  Coo jnese  for  payroenc  uf  traneportalinD  to  lauil'tcrant  railroads,  hut,  on 
the  contrary,  aoy  payment  lo  tbem  is  eipresal;  prohibited  by  law,  it  is  cleat  that  no 
each  pavment  can  now  be  made,  nor  any  amount  be  allowed  to  said  roads  by  the  ei- 
ecntive  departments,  notwitbstaDdiiig  the  decisioQ  of  the  Supreme  Court,  until  the  law- 
making povrer  sh^'l  have  removed  the  prohibition  and  made  an  Bpprupriati>>D. 

"  So  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Trsesiiry  bat  in  oonseqneiice  of  appropriations 
made  by  law.'    (Conititntion,  Art.  I,  sec.  Q.) 

"  The  dourrine  enunciated  by  the  Sapreme  Court  In  the  eases  ra&rred  to,  that  oertalo 
compensatiiin  sfaonld  be  made  for  the  transportation  of  troops  and  sturrs  over  laud 
Itrait  railroads,  is  in  aoaordanse  with  the  dootrine  alwivshehlby  the  War  D^partoieur, 
and  governed  the  department  up  to  the  time  when  snch  payments  were  proliihited  by 
Cong;reBii.  I  have  reoommended  to  the  Seoretai;  of  War,  and  he  haa  reoouunendud  to 
Consrese,  sncb  leKislalioo  as  wilt  remove  this  prohibition. 

"But  tbere  IsaaDtber  aspect  of  the  case.  The  necessities  of  the  eervioe  require  that 
trail  sportat  ion -requests  of  the  kind  which  I  understand  yoac  road  has  refused,  ahull 
be  nsed  in  furnishing  transportation  for  United  Statos  troo|is.  I 

"If  a  soldier  yields  to  the  demand  of  a  recusant  land-grant  railroad  for  cash  fare,  the 
department  has  no  more  power  to  reimburse  him,  though  traveling  on  pnblie  dnty, 
than  it  has  to  pay  the  railroad  itself. 

"In  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  the  United  States  Govenimentlt  is  neoesssry  that 
then  be  nohlnderaaoe  to  the  passage  of  its  troops  and  property  over  any  railroad  in  its 
territory. 

"  Id  view  of  these  explanations,  I  trust  that  yon  will  withdraw  yonr  opposition  to  the 
recaipl  of  Iransp<>rtatlon-reqneste  for  the  passage  of  United  States  troops  over  your 
road,  and  adopt  a  course  which  will  not  plMW  the  road  in  antagonism  to  toe  execution 

On  Jane  SB,  19T7,  the  following  reply  was  received  from  Hr.Dnrkee: 

'-The  position  taken  by  the  Florida  Central  Ballrood  in  this  matter  was  based  open 
certain  reported  decisions  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Conrt,  and  may  have  been 
hastily  assamed.  I  have  referred  your  tetter  and  Oeneral  Order  No.  62,  War  Depart- 
ment, Adjutant -General's  Office,  series  l^S,  accompanying  the  same,  to  Edward  M  L. 
Engle,  esq.,  president  of  the  Florida  Central  Railroeid  Company,  which  company  is  now 
in  pi'saesaion  of  Its  priperty,  and  have  requested  him  to  answer  the  same.  Tha  coin- 
pao;  took  posaosaion  of  Ita  property  nndur  on  order  uf  court  on  the  9th  of  the  present 
month." 

reply  cam 
islon  of  tl 

otdec  tor  Private  John  Daley,  Battery  M,  Fifth  Artillery,  to  proceed  from  Saint  Angus- 
tine  to  Fort  Barranoaa,  Fla.,  and  a  request  of  the  commanding  oSoer,  Saint  Augustine, 
for  antbority  to  pnrohaM  tiokets  for  Private  Daley,  in  order  that  he  may  proceed  to  his 
dentioation. 

On  Jnne  itt),  1877,  the  t)nartermaater- General  telegraphed  the  preoident  of  the  roai 
as  follows : 

"Has  yonr  road  withdrawn  its  objeetion  to  the  reoeiptof  transportation-reqoe  ti 
for  the  paasafte  of  United  States  troops  t" 

And  on  Jnne  30,  1877,  reoeived  the  following  .telegram  In  reply  i 

"The  Florida  Central  Railraad  declines  to  accept  quartermnstem'  requests  for  trans- 
portation.   The  refusal  is  beoanan  saoti  teqoeste  are  not  paid." 

It  la  remarked  that  the  failure  of  Congress  to  make  any  appropriation  whatever  for 
Army  transportation  for  the  onrrent  fisiwl  year  is  now  a  farther  and  of  Itself  an  In- 
Bnperable  obstacle  to  the  payment  of  any  money  to  this  or  any  other  rood,  whether 
land-grant  or  non -land-grant,  for  military  trans poriatioo,  unless  aod  nutil  Congress 
^a>l  hereafter  appropriate  money  for  the  purpose. 

With  reference  to  the  powers  of  ttai)  government  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  I  respectfully 
report  that,  under  section  220  Uuitod  States  Revised  Statnles,  the  '^transpotiatiun  of 
troops,  monitions  of  war,  eqnipmenta,  military  property,  and  stiores  throughoat  the 
United  States  shall  be  onder  the  immediate  control  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  sncb 
sgenta  as  be  may  appoint." 

On  November  9,  1874,  the  Attorney- General  expressed  the  following  opinion  in  the 
ease  of  tbe  refusal  of  Morgan's  Lonisiana  and  Texas  (a  land-grant)  Railroad  to  perform 
military  transportation : 

"  I  do  not  know  of  any  proosedtngs  at  taw  by  which  the  government  can  compel 
these  railroads  to  transport  fivigbt  and  troops  as  required,  but  if  they  refuse  when 
each  ft«igbt  and  troops  are  properly  tendered  for  transportation,  and  the  United  Slates 
snstain  damages  in  oonseqoeaoo  of  snch  ref nsal,  these  roads  may  be  liable  to  pay  the 
United  States  the  damages  so  stutained." 

The  enaotraeutof  alaw  that  will  protect  the  rights  of  tbe  goTdrnmeat  in  aneh  rases 
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tbecoDditioD  of  itslRDd-grant  T«qDiTM,ia,i  enppoae,  likbletobeaolaoat  by  tbeUoiUd 
Statea  or  taken  mMMSsion  of.  Bot  it  kppean  now  tbot  for  enforoement  of  its  Nterred 
ristiwCoiiitreHluw  made  no  legist atire  ptoTisiou. 

The  Florida  Ceotral  Railroad  mns  from  Jaokson villa  toIiakeCity,  &9  miles;  its  dm 
oao,  1  believe,  in  moat,  if  do(  all,'casea  be  avoided  by  use  of  steamen,  irbicb  stop  at 
Saint  AnKDsttDe  in  plying  betwero  points  on  tbe  Atlantio  aeaboard  ;  for  example, 
troops  and  stores  may  be  sent  to  Brnnswiok,  Oa.,  by  st«aiDeT,  and  Iheooe  inland  via 
Macon  and  Brnasniok  and  Atlantic  and  Gnlf  Bail  roads. 

Tbese  Tontes  will  be  oiTriiitons  and  tbe  time  consnmed  in  transit  greater  and  ths 
cost  heavier  than  via  the  Florida  Central  Bailroad,  bat  I  see  do  alteniative  so  long  h 
laws  OS  antboritatively  oonatraed  make  no  Vravision  for  tbe  prompt  enforoemeat  of 
tbe  rights  of  tbe  government ;  for  tbe  snpply  and  movements  of  tbe  troops  oannnt  b« 
deferred  while  tbe  railroad  company  is  being  brought  to  a  sense  of  its  obligationi 
through  tbe  slow  process  of  law  in  a  sait  fir  damages. 

I  shall  therefore  instrnct  ofScers  of  the  Qoarterra aster's  Department  asrving  in  tbe 
Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic  to  disoontinne  tbe  issne  c^  reqaisiffoiia  apoa  tbe 
Florida  Central  Bailroad  Company  for  tbe  transportation  of  troops  and  soppliea  aotjl 
fnrther  orders. 

Very  respeotfnlly,  yonr  obedient  servaDt, 

H.  C.  MEIGS, 
QtiaTtermatler-Geiufa!,  Braitl  Mtfjor-Oautal,  Cniled  SiattM  Army. 

To  the  Hod.  Sxcbetary  of  Was. 


Jci-T  9, 1877. 


Wab  Departmkmt, 
Burton  efMililary  Jasttoe,  Julg  11, 1677. 
Bespeotfoll;  retnmed  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  In  view  of  the  opInioD  of  the  Hon. 
AttorDey-OeDeral  of  November  9,  1H74,  referred  to  in  the  within  commnnieation  of  the 
Qnarleripaater- General  of  tbe  i!d  instant,  it  can  only  be  advised  that  additional  Init- 
iation by  Congress  Is  requisite  to  conjwl  tbia  isllroad  oompany  to  transport  tioopa  ot 
flight  free  of  charge  to  tbe  United  States. 

As  to  tbe  amonnt  paid  ont  by  Sergeant  Weaver,  it  la  reoommended  that  the  sama  be 
reimbarsed  him  ool  of  tbe  appropriatioD  for  Army  ooDtingenoioa. 

W.  M.  DUNN, 
Judge  Advooait-OmtraL 

Respectfnll][  retnmed  to  tbe  Qnartermasler-Oeneral  to  a^)n  bringnp  tbe  snljeet  at 
tbe  nest  meeting  of  Congress,  as  there  appeara  to  be  no  legal  remedy  at  present- 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  T.  CB08BY, 

CUtfCUrk. 
Jdly  17, 1B77.« 
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Report  of  Capt.  A.  F.  Bockwell,  in  charge  of  national  cemeteries. 

OFPIOB   op   XATinilAli   CSHETEBIBS, 

Waehington,  D.  C,  July  31, 1R77. 

General:  I  bare  the  honor  to  submit  the  followiog  report  of  ceme- 
terial  aEfHirs  for  the  fiscal  year  ending;  Jane  30, 1877. 

There  are  now  70  natioaal  cemeteries;  27  first  class,  17  secood  class, 
14  third  class,  and  2L  fourth  class.  The  Antietam  XutioDal  Cemetery 
has  been  added  since  my  last  re  [tort. 

On  Jaty  17, 1876,  there  were  seveiity-one  superiDtendenta  in  service. 
One  has  since  been  appointed. _  One  died,  two  were  discharged,  and 
three  resigned,  leaving  sixty-seven  in  service  June  30,  1877.  I  regard 
these  BUperintetidetits'  positions  as  excellent  ones.  The  pay  is  liberal; 
comfortable  quarters  are  furnished  in  bnildiugs  coustracted  for  the  pur- 
]K>Be ;  the  daties  are  of  a  light,  healthful  character ;  and  the  tenure  of 
office  depending  on  the  good  behavior  of  the  iacuml>eut,  a  superintend- 
ent has  a  strong  incentive  to  endeavor  to  retain  his  position  by  indus- 
try and  good  conduct 

As  an  additional  safeguard  against  appointing  men  anflt  for  the  posi- 
tions, a  few  of  the  apparently  most  worthy  applicants,  not  exceeding 
four  at  any  one  time,  are  first  examined  by  a  board  of  officers,  and,  if 
foond  eligible  nnder  the  law,  they  are  emploj'ed  on  probation  for  six 
months  at  one  of  the  larger  cemeteries  as  assistants  to  the  superin- 
teudeuts,  who  instrnct  them  as  to  their  duties,  in  which  they  are  given 
practical  experience.  By  this  plan,  the  department  is  eu»bled  to  jjdge 
somewhat  of  the  character  and  habits  of  the  api>licant,  and,  if  dnring 
this  probationary  term  the  candidate  gives  satisfaction,  he  is  appointed 
when  a  vacancy  occurs,  and  thus  enters  upon  his  duties  with  some 
knowledge  of  the  work  he  will  have  to  perform.  This  system,  which 
has  but  recently  been  put  into  opertition,  will,  I  believe,  work  to  great 
advantage  and  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  cemeterial  service. 

The  appropriation  for  the  past  fiscal  year  was  $125,000.  The  ex- 
penditures during  the  year  amounted  to  $126,650.12,  as  detailed  in  the 
accotnpauyiug  statement,  marked  "A," and  summarized  as  follows:- 

For  eouBtmcliini  Bnd  repair  of  wfttla |44,601  78 

For  ooaBtmotioD  sad  repair  of  todgM 14,  WO  30 

For  rant  of  quart«re  for  Boperiotnndeots 9ri4  67 

For  coDBtTQctioQ  nnd  repair  of  oatbuoaea,  abeds,  atablea,  &.0 1, 3<J7  77 

FocTspaIr  of  p«eD-hoaBn 97  96 

Paichaae  of  trees,  pUota,  &,o 1,374  34 

HiNof  emplof^B 3S,8r)6  ^ 

For  conatnictioD  and  repair  nf  drainajte 3,711  2t> 

Pac^aaeof  barrack  and  office  fnrnitare. 144  80 

PDichaaeof  toola  Bndatoree,  and  miacellaDeuitB  expenditures..,. 7,925  50 

For  improvement  of  Ktoaada 12,539  16 

For  erection  aud  repair  of  flag-stafla I,li0d  60 

For  watar-Hupplv l,52:f  91 

Pnrchaae  of  rand,esamlaatioQ  of  titles,  Ac... f..... 520  36 

For  adTertiaing,  postage,  A,o...„. ...... ...... ...... .. ...  341  23 

For  intarmenta S58  00 

The  above  also  embraces  expenditares  fixim  balances  of  appropria- 
tioDS  for  previoas  years. 

On  the  25th  of  Jaly,  1876,  by  directioa  of  the  Secretay  of  War,  the 
whole  snbject  of  national  cemeteries  was  placed  under  the  Qoartermas- 
ter-Qeneral,  to  whom  the  records,  &c.,  pertaining  to  that  subject,  pre- 
vionsly  kept  at  the  War  Department,  were  ordered  to  be  turued  over. 
It  was  fnrUier  ordered  that  the  annual  inspection  of  national  cemeteries, 
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reqaired  by  law,  eboald  be  made  by  officers  of  the  laspooter-General's 
Depnrtment  ia  the  cocrse  of  their  tonrs  of  inepection. 

Sabs^quently,  upon  tbe  recomtneDdatioQ  of  the  Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral, military  commanders  ^rere  directed  to  exercise  supervision  over 
national  cemeteries  within  the  geographical  limits  of  their  commauds. 

Dnring  the  past  year  lodges  have  been  erected  at  Salisbury,  N.  (J. ; 
Grafton,  W,  Va,;  Finn's  Point,  N.  Jj  and  Cave  Hill,  Ky,:  inclosing 
walla  at  Beaufort  and  Florence,  S.  C;  Finn'a  Point,  K.  J.,  and  Yorktotrn, 
Va.  The  work  performed  has  been  moat  satisfactory,  and  the  cost 
thereof  extremely  reasonable.  It  has  been  supervised  by  civil  eogiaeerg 
employpd  especially  for  daty  of  this  character. 

Contracts  have  also  been  entered  into  for  the  construction  of  lodges 
at  Alexandria  and  Port  Hudson  (La.)  Kational  Cemeteries,  and  for  an 
Inclosing  wall  at  the  Alexandria  cemetery.  When  these  are  completed 
there  will  yet  remain  to  be  provided  with  permanent  walls  and  lodges 
the  following  cemeteries,  namely :  Lodges  at  Baton  Bonge,  La.;  San 
Antonio.  Texas;  Anderson ville,  Ga.5  Fort  McPherson,  Nebr.;  Fort 
Gibson,  Ind.  T.;  and  Beverly,  N.  J.  Walls  at  Baton  Rouge,  Ia.:  Ander- 
Bouville,  Ga.;  Fort  McPhersou,  Keb.:  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T.;  and  Grafton, 
W.  Va. 

The  cooditipn  of  aeveral  of  the  larger  cemeteries  has  been  materially 
improved  during  the  year,  notably  those  at  Arlington,  Auderaoovitle, 
Marietta,  Stone'*)  River,  Nashville,  and  Ghattanooga.  It  is  the  Inten- 
tion to  have  the  grounds  in  all  the  national  cemeteries  in  such  condition 
that  the  grass  can  be  readily  cnt  with  the  lawn  mower,  and  thereby 
render  the  use  of  the  scythe  unnecessary.  By  this  means  the  sward  will 
present  a  much  finer  appearance,  while  tfae  expense  of  maintenance  will 
not  be  increased.  A  great  deal  of  filling  and  grading  is  found  necessary 
to  first  get  the  grounds  in  proper  order,  and  hence  the  cost  of  mainte- 
nance has  been  increased  slightly  during  the  past  year  at  those  cemete- 
ries where  this  work  has  been  done;  but  hereafter  they  can,  with  proper 
industry  on  the  part  of  the  superintendents,  be  kept  in  better  order  than 
heretofore,  and  with  less  labor.  This  course  will  be  pursued  at  all  of 
the  cemeteries  aa  fast  as  means  are  available,  and  the  lawn-mower,  horse 
and  hand,  will  be  generally  introduced. 

The  soldiers'  lot  in  the  Elmira  Cemetery,  whioh,  by  act  of  Congress 
approved  June  23, 1874,  was  declared  a  national  cemetery,  has  received 
attention.  The  remains  of  the  Union  soldiers  have  b^u  removed  to 
within  the  ground  to  be  purchased  by  the  United  States,  and  bead-stones 
have  been  ordered  for  their  graves.  The  sections  containing  the  re- 
mains of  the  Confederate  prisoners  of  war  have  been  leveled  and  graded, 
and  an  accurate  chart  of  the  same  is  in  course  of  preparation,  so  that  at 
any  time,  if  so  desired,  the  graves  can  be  readily  identified  and  properly 
marked.  Tbe  city  of  Elmira  has  sold  the  land  to  the  United  Status  for 
(1,500,  which  sum  will  be  paid  after  the  Attorney-General  has  approved 
the  title-papers  recently  submitted  to  him.  When  the  grounds  are 
placed  in  good  order,  arrangements  will  be  made  with  the  cemetery  com- 
pany to  keep  them  so  in  tbe  fntnre. 

Tbe  Autietam  Xational  Cemetery  was  formally  transferred  to  the 
United  States  by  resolution  of  tbe  board  of  trustees  on  tbe  ?th  day  of 
June,  1877.  Ko  work  has  been  done  by  tbe  Quartermaster's  Departmeot 
for  lack  of  the  necessary  means. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  tbe  bead-stone  contracts  have 
been  completed.  Head-stones  have  yet  to  be  furnished  for  cemeteries 
made  national  since  the  contracts  were  entered  into,  but  the  slabs  and 
blocks  required  by  the  original  agreement  have  all  been  erected.    The 
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following  statement  will  show  the  oomber  of  stones  erected,  and  the  cost 
thereof.  A  statement  ia  detail  of  the  namber  of  stones  erected  at  eaoh 
cemetery  is  hereto  appended,  marked  "B." 

2.463  gnulte  alkbi,  at  t3.95  eMh t9,7S8  85 

49,378  nutfble  Blkbt,  ftt  t3^  ett«h 175,785  5tS 

49.100  marble  alkbB,  ftt  13.40  each 167,813  00 

48.563  mwbk alaba, at i-l^ eacb 164.61H  57 

104.837  marUe  blocks,  al  13.42  «aoh 253,705  54 

4,145  STuiMbloeks,  at  93.60  eaoh 14,607  50 

332  extra  iDMsrlpIioiM,  at  eOMoUcach 199  20 

11  N(tTaliiBoriptioDa,>t60a«iita«aoli 5  50 

Extnwork  at  QettTabarg 687  40 

Total 7ee,360  U 

Unexpended  balwiae  of  Kppropri«tlOD 213,639  BO 

Ti)tal 1,000,000  00 

After  paring  for  the  extra  work  already  anthorized,  a  sorplas  of  abont 
9190,000  will  remain. 

The  work  baa  been  well  done,  and  the  stooes  add  greatly  to  the  fine 
appearance  of  the  cemeteries.  In  connection  with  this  sabjeot,  I  have 
the  honor  to  renew  the  recommendation  made  in  my  last  annnal  report 
that  head-stones  be  erected  at  soldiers'  graves  in  village  and  private 
cemeteries. 

In  the^bsence  of  any  appropriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  no  ez- 
penditnres  have  been  aathorized  at  any  of  the  iiational  cemeteries ;  bnt 
a  few  employ^  have  been  allowed  to  work  at  the  larger  cemeteries, 
nnder  the  conditions  set  forth  in  General  Orders  No.  50,  A.  O.  O.  C.  S. 
However,  the  cemeteries  cannot,  of  course,  be  kept  in  go«xl  order  for  any 
length  of  time  without  money.  They  are  now  in  excellent  condition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  BOCKWELL, 
Vapt,  and  A.  Q.  M.,  U.  8.  A.,  in  cKargi  of  National  CemeterUi. 

To  the  Qdabtebmasteb-Oehbbal. 

A. — Statwnent  of dlibnTaenient*  od  aocoaot  of  natlooid  oemeteries,  Asoal  ;ear  m&.'TT. 
B. — Statement  of  the  Dnmfaer  of  faead-Btonea  erected  In  eachnatioaal  oemetet;. 
C— aenenl  Oiden,  No.  37,  beadqnarten  of  Artnj,  A.  Q.  O.,  April  18, 1877. 
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Lut  of  head-atona  erected  at  national  eemeteriet. 


Alesaodtia,  La 

AlesMidria,  Vs 

AndereoDville,  Ok 

AoDBpoIia,  Hd-I.... ...... 

ArlingtOD,  Va 

B»1U  Bluff,  Va 

BarraDcos,  Fla 

BKlon  Roa){e,La 

BaUle-OronDd,  D.  C 

BeaDfort,S.C 

Buverly,  N,  J 

Brownaville,  Tbz 

Camp  Batler,  HI 

Camp  Nelson,  Kt.... 

Cave  Hill,  Ky 

Cbalmett«,  l» 

Cbattimooga.  Tenn  .. ., 

City  Point,  Va 

Cold  Harbor,  Va 

Corintb,  Misa.... .......... 

Crown  Hill,  Ind 

Ciiipep«T,  Va 

Cypress  BilU,L.I.,N.  Y.. 

DanviliB,Ky 

Danville,  Va 

Fayetleville,  Ark 

Florence,  8.  C 

Fort  Donelson, Tenil  ...... 

Fort  Gibson,  iQd.  T , 

Fort  Harrison,  Va 

Fort  Leaven  worth,  Katia  .. 

Fort  Bcott,  Kans 

Fori  Smith,  Ark 

Fredericksburg,  Va 

OettyaliurK,  Pa  ....... .... 

Glend«tB,Va 

Grafton,  W.  Va 

Hampton,  Va .. ....... 

Jefferson  Barracks,  Ho  .... 

Jefferson  City,  Ko 

Keokuk,  Iowa .. .. 

Knox  ville,  Ten  D , 

Laurel,  M(t .. 

Lebanon,  Ky 

Lrzinxton   Ry.  ," 

Little  Bock,  Ark 

Logan's  Croaa-Boada,  Ky .. 

Loudon  Park,  Md 

Marietta,  Ga 

Memphis,  Tenn 

Mobile,  Ala 

Hoand  City,  JU 

KashTiUe,  Tenn 

Natohez,  Miu  ■■ . 

New  Albany,  Ind . 

New  Berne  N.C 

Pbiladelpbia,  Fa 

PlttabuTK  LandlDK,  Tenn  . 

Poplar  drove,  Va , 

Port  Hudson,  La 

Ealeigb.N.C 

Riobmond,  Va 

Kock  Island,  Hi 

Salisbury,  N.  C 

Beveu  Pmes,  Va 


QUABTEBHA.STEB-QENERAL. 

List  of  iend'SUMes  erected  at  national  eemetarie8~~Gontivaei. 

Ifwne  of  oemetory. 

.    Soldien^  Home,  D.  C 

SpringBeld,  Uo 

FtanotOD,  T» 

Stone's  BiTer,  Tenn 

Tiobabars,  Him 

White  Hiai,P» 

Wilmington,  N.C 

WiDoheeten  Vr 

Torktown,  Vft 

ToUI 

C.    * 
[Oenenl  Ordera  "So.  37.] 

HKAlMJUARTItRB   OF  THE   AllMT, 

Adjutant-Qenbral's  OvyicK, 
WaihingtoH,Apnl  16,  1877. 
SnperiDtendonta  at  natioDBl  cemeteries  being  otvilianH,  and  now  paid  bj  the  Qnar- 
termaatei'B  Department  aa  other  eivil  employ&i  thereof,  the  following  regulationB  from 
the  Becretarj  of  War  are  promulgated  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all  oon- 

L  In  Tiew  of  the  reeponiibility  attached  to  the  position  of  Hnperintendent,  and  his 
not  being  generally  under  the  direct  enpeivisiun  of  a  goperior  ofBccr,  it  a  of  grest 
importanoe  that  nana   bat  men  of  excellent  character  and   fair  ability  ahonld   be 


Ist.  They  mnal  bave  served  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates,  either  regular  or  vol- 
nntaer,  and  must  have  been  disabled  for  active  Qeld'Servioe  in  i)u  U»»  o/dulg,  bnt  Ikt 
dtgrtt  of  Uefr  jirewnl  duoWtly  miul  ttot  ht  twi\  at  to  impair  iktir  tffdttt])  ia  Aartt  of 

Sd.  They  must  be  of  steady,  sober,  and  oorreot  habits. 

3d.  They  mnst  have  a  fair  degree  of  intelligeooe  and  edacatlon,  and  most  be  able 
to  write  l^ibly. 

II.  All  applications  for  the  appointment  of  enperiDtendent  shonld  be  addreaied  to 
the  Qnartermaster-Ueneral  of  the  Army,  and  be  acoompaoied  by  testimonials  of  re- 
sponsible  penons  in  sapport  of  the  above  reqnirenients.  They  mnst  be  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  applicant,  and  most  give  his  fall  name,  length  of  service,  the  company 
and  regiment  he  last  served  in,  date  and  oanse  of  bis  discharge,  and  his  present  place 
of  residence. 

No  applications  from  enlisted  men  in  the  Army  will  be  entertained,  snob  men  being 
ineligible  under  the  law. 

III.  All  applicants,  before  being  appointed,  will  be  examined  by  a  board  of  ofBoers 
to  be  convened,  by  orders  from  the  Adjattnt-Qeneral's  OBlce,  in  the  department  where 
they  may  be  reelding  or  serving.  An  applicant  having  passed  a  satisfactory  examina- 
tion, will,  if  selected  for  appointment,  be  raqnired  to  serve  a  probationaiy  t«rm  of  six 
months  aa  an  assistant  at  socb  oemetery  as  the  Qcartermaster-Oeneral  may  designate 
before  being  deBiiitely  appointed. 

Applicants  tbns  seleoted  will  be  hired  by  the  Qnartermaster's  Department,  at  the 
rate  of  (40  per  month,  and  famished  with  transpurtation  titjTa  and  to  their  homes. 

If,  at  the  expiration  of  this  probationacr  term,  the  applicant  has  shown  his  fitness 
for  the  position,  he  will  then  be  eligible  for  appointment  when  a  vacancy  occurs. 
Should  there  be  no  vaoanoy  at  the  end  of  the  term,  his  employment  will  cease.  He 
wiU  then,  in  his  turn,  be  duly  appointed  as  vacancies  oconr. 

The  number  of  oandidates  on  probation  will  at  no  time  exceed  four. 

IV.  The  pay  of  superintendents  Is  |«0,  $65,  fTO,  $75,  per  month,  aooording  to  the 
grade  of  the  oemetory  to  which  they  are  assigned,  with  quarters  and  fuel. 

V.  "The  snperiuten dents  of  the  national  cemeteries  shall  be  selected  from  meri- 
torious and  trustworthy  soldiers,  either  commissioned  ofBcers  or  enlisted  men  of  the 
volnnteer  or  regular  Army,  who  have  been  honorably  mustered  ont  or  disharged  from 
tb«  service  of  the  United  States,  and  who  may  have  been  disabled  for  active  fleld- 
■ervice  in  the  line  of  dnty." — (Section  4874  Revised  Stiatntes  of  the  United  States.) 

TL  Changes  in  the  olassification  of  cemeteries  wilt  oontinne  to  be  mode  in  orders 
through  the  A<yutant-OenenU's  Office. 
By  oamniand  of  OeoeraL  ShermaD  : 

E.  D.  TOWN8END, 


,g:,..dtyG00glc 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSARY-GENERAL  OF  SUBSISTENCE. 


:,..dty  Google 


:,..dty  Google 


EEPORT 

or  THE 

COMMISSARY-GENERAL  OK  SUBSISTENCE. 


WlK  Depabtment, 
Office  CoHmssAST-GKNEBAL  of  Subsistence, 

Wankington,  1).  C,  October  10,  1877. 
Bib  :  I  have  tbe  bODor  to  sabaiit  tfae  following  report  of  the  operatious 
of  the  SubsiBteDce  Depurtment  lor  the  flwal  .vear  ended  Jane  30, 1877, 
and  since  my  last  HDunal  report,  dated  October  10,  1876,  atid  to  make 
soch  suggestions  with  reference  to  tbia  Department,  and  the  subsistence 
of  the  Army,  as  I  deem  for  the  best  interests  of  the  serrice. 

AFFBOFBIATIONS. 

The  appropriations  for  tbe  subsistence  of  the  Army  for  tbe  fiscal  year 
vereaa  tollows,  viz: 

1U;S,1B7G,  advance  appropriation $.100,000  00 

JalySH,  1876,  npprophalloD  for  1857 8,200,000  00 

September  30, 1676,approptiatiaQ  on  acuonot  of  iocreaaed  cavalry  force.        200,400  00 
March  U,  1977,  appropriation  od  acconnt  of  deflclnociea,  to  replace  snb- 
siateDce  atores  lost  by  barnioK  of  ateamer  "Houtaoa,"  in  tbeOolf 
of  CallfomiA,  December  14,  1876 36,IM0  71 

Total 2,737,240  71 

FUNDS  BEOBITED  FROM  BALES,  ETC. 

In  addition  to  the  amonnt  appropriated  for  the  aabsiatenoe  of  the 
Army,  the  following  reimbursements  for  supplies  which  had  bof-n  pur- 
chased and  sold  to  other  departments,  or  to  troops,  or  lost  in  transit,  &c., 
*ere  received,  viz : 
From  the  DepartDient  of  tbe  Interior,  on  acconut  of  soppllea  fumlabed  to 

the  Indian  Borean $40,066  82 

Collections  by  Pay  Department,  on  acoonnt  of  toLiacco  aold  to  eollated 

men,  and  charged  apoa  their  pay-Tolla 148, 3-'>4  84 

For  atorea  loat  in  tranapottation,  or  throDKh  neglect  of  officers,  &« 3,669  31 

Total 192,090  87 

The  amoants  appropriated  were  not  snSQcient  to  allow  tbe  purchase  of 
supplies,  which  should  have  been  procured  within  the  fiscal  year,  for  sbtp- 
ment  to  remote  posts,  and  along  lines  of  communication  over  which  sup- 

{tliescan  be  much  more  economically  shipped  prior  to  June  30,  than  at  a 
ater  period  of  the  year.  In  fact,  along  ttie  Upper  Missouri,  Yellowstone, 
and  Big  Horn,  supplies  cannot  be  shipped  witb  a  surety  of  reaching  the 
posts  by  water  if  purchased  after  June  30,  and  it  may,  and  generally  will, 
become  necessary  to  transport  them  a  part  of  tbe  distance  by  laud,  thus 
niucb  enhancing  the  cost  of  transportation,  as  well  as  inereasiug  the  loss 
io  trausit  by  transporting  tbem  in  bot  weather. 
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Only  ancb  supplies  vera  parchased  doling  tbe  last  fiscal  year  as  vera 
deemed  absolutely  necessary  to  be  sent  to  posts  for  consumption  until 
those  purchaaed  after  June  30  oonld  reach  them. 

The  outstandiufr  indebtedness  for  stores  at  the  close  of  tbe  fiscal  year 
was  (54,544.27.  This  indebtedness  has  been  liquidated,  however,  from 
funds  received  from  sales  of  Subsistence  supplies,  iucluding  tobacco  sold 
to  enlisted  meu,  although  most  of  the  creditors  were  obliged  to  vail  three, 
aad  some  four,  months  fur  payment. 

I  deem  it  my  daty  to  urgently  invite  your  attention  and,  through  yon 
that  of  CoQgrfss,  to  tbe  necessity,  in  tbe  interests  of  economy,  for  making 
suffluieni  appropriation  for  tbe  subsistence  of  the  Army  to  enable  tbe 
Department  to  pnrcfaase  the  supplies  required  at  the  proper  time  and  for 
cash,  and  for  making  the  appropriation  available  from  the  date  of  the 
passage  of  the  act  making  it. 

Since  July  1, 1874,  the  amount  appropriated  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
Army  ha«  been  at  leiist  three  huudred  thousaud  dollars  lees  per  annum 
tbau  nas  necessary  to  purchase  the  supplies  required  to  be  procured 
within  the  fiscal  year.  In  the  year  ending  June  30, 1875,  a  deficiency  bill 
of  $150,000  was  passed,  and  $300,000  of  the  money  appropriated  for  tbe 
eubsistence  of  the  Army  for  the  next  fiscal  year  (that  ending  June  30, 
1876)  was  antbori^ed  to  be  applied  by  the  Commissary  General  of  Sub- 
sistence, prior  to  the  1st  day  of  July,  1875,  to  the  purchase  of  supplies 
required  for  advance  shipments  to  posts  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  Fort 
Pembina,  and  distant  posts  in  Texas  and  Arizona,  In  the  next  fiscal 
year,  (that ending  June  30,  1877,)  it  became  necessary  to  request  an  ad- 
vaoce  appropriation,  and  on  May  1, 1876,  an  appropriation  of  $300,000, 
or  BO  much  thereof  as  might  be  necessary,  was  made  and  authorized  to 
"  be  applied  by  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence,  prior  to  the  first 
day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six,  to  the  purchase  of  Subsist- 
eucesQppIies  intended  for  the  post«  supplied  through  tbe  CTpper  Missoun, 
and  for  other  distatit  posts,"  with  the  proviso  that  the  amount  should  be 
deducted  from  theestimatesforsubsietenceof  the  Army  for  the  fiscal  year 
iS77,andthe  appropriation  should  be  available  from  the  passageoftheact. 
With  the  amount  thus  appropriated  in  advance,  it  was  impracticable 
to  purchase  all  the  stores  whicb  should  have  been  purchased  for  sbi|i- 
meut  prior  to  tbe  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  the  total  appropria- 
tion for  tbe  year  endiug  June  30,  1877,  proved  to  be  inadequate  to  the 
purchase  of  supplies  which  should  have  been  procured  within  the  year. 

From  the  foregoing,  the  necessity  of  my  recommendation  fora  larger 
appropriation  than  has  been  made  for  several  years,  and  tbe  necessity 
of  its  being  available  from  date  of  passage  of  the  act  making  it,  will,  I 
tbiuk,  be  apparent. 

In  addition  to  the  reasons  stated  for  an  increased  appropriation  for 
the  current  fiscal  year,  it  must  be  considered  that  tbe  expeuses  of  sub- 
sisting the  army  will,  of  conrse,  be  increased  to  a  limited  exteut  by  pur- 
chasing on  credit,  and  to  a  considerable  extent  by  purchasing  supplies 
for  troops  operating  in  the  field,  where  it  was  impracticable  to  send  the 
supplies  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  movements  of  tbe  troops, 
and  theimpoBsibility  of  foreseeing  where  the  supplies  woold  be  required. 
This  has  been  especially  the  case  in  Montana,  with  reference  to  the 
troops  operating  against  the  Indian  chief  Joseph  and  his  band. 

TALDB  OF  STOB^  ISSUED  TO  INDIASS,  ETC. 

The  value  of  Subsistence  stores  issued,  in  accordance  with  paragfaphs 
1202  and  1203,  revised  regulations,  edition  of  ISttS,  to  Indians  visiting 
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posts,  has  been  92,234.17.  Tbnt  of  stores  issDed  to  lodian  prisoners  at 
posts,  exclnsive  of  tbose  iSsued  b;  order  of  the  commandiDg  officer  of 
tlie  Yellowstone  expedition,  91,5G0.6'J. 

Uoder  orders  issned  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Yellowstone 
comiDBDd,  Subsistence  stores  have  been  issaed  at  the  cantonment  on 
ToDgne  Biver,  to  Cheyenne  and  Sionz  Indians,  to  the  valoe  of  $7,936,25. 
The  uamber  of  Indians  t(^  whom  these  issnes  were  made  has  not  beeo 
reported. 

The  valne  of  the  stores  issued  to  the  Cheyenne,  Arapahoe,  Kiowa, 
and  Comanche  Indian  prisoners  atFort  Marion, Florida,  including  cost  of 
transportation,  was  (i,746.73,  no  portion  of  which  has  been  returned 
to  the  appropriation  for  subsistence  of  the  Army. 

Id  addition  to  tbeabove,  Subsistence  stores  have  fh>m  time  to  time  been 
issned  to  Indians,  or  transferred  to  Indian  agents  forissue  at  the  request 
of  the  Indian  Bureau,  approved  by  the  S«iretary  of  War.  The  date 
and  place  of  such  issue,  and  ralne  of  the  stores,  were  as  set  forth  in  the 
following  table : 


WBeaiuii«d. 

Where  iMned. 

Sbnu. 

^"^^ 

TdUL 

JolT.lm 

iSj'lliS::::::::: 

At  f^rtSlll.Indian  Territory 

•SJS 

36BM 

10,533  M 

3S0»8 

i3TO<e 
ma 

1S^ 

At  Chop  Bniwa,  W;omlD|  Tenitor; 

tSKSiSS:::::: 

Ao(tQ.t.l8« 

13S  IS ::::::. 

171  u 
183  as 

ate* 

«3SM 

11(179 

■If 

At  Lower  Brole  ABimoy,  DtkoU  TmtHotj.. 
AtChBvonno  Amncy,  D«knt»  Territory  ... 

s^i.s™-- 

»43 

17  8t 

swoo 

FBbmmrr.lSn.... 

liS,S:::::::: 

il  ^l  r^^Wy-ol-T^T^t^-:: 

setoa 

!M,J15TO 

i,esi«7 

18. 5(7  OS 

The  Sabsistence  Department  has  been  re-imbnrsed  for  all  of  the  above 
except  the  beef  issued  in  July  and  Angnst,  1876,  at  Gamp  Brown,  and 
the  floor  issued  in  April,  1877,  at  Camp  Stambangh. 

A  number  of  Cheyeune  Indians  were,  at  the  request  of  the  Indian 
Department,  subsisted  while  en  route  from  Camp  Kobinson,  Nebraska, 
to  the  Indian  Territory,  under  charge  of  Lieut.  H.  W.  Lawton,  4th  Cav- 
alry. The  value  of  the  stores  issued  was  (12,939.82,  The  acconots 
have  recently  been  submitted  to  the  Indian  Bureau,  and  it  is  presumed 
will  be  paid  at  an  early  dat«. 

This  Department  has  been  required  to  issue  Subsistence  stores  to  In- 
dians at  the  imminent  risk  of  exhausting,  by  such  issues,  the  supplies 
for  troops  before  new  supplies  could  be  furnished.  At  the  present  time 
large  amounts  of  supplies  are  being  sent  to  Tongue  River  to  replace 
supplies  which  have  been  issued  to  ludians,  and  additional  supplies  must 
be  sent  to  Fort  Benton  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  frequency  with  which  this  Department  has  been  called  upon  to 
famish  sappties  for  ludians,  has  induced  the  belief  that  were  all  the 
issnps  mad«  by  the  Subsistence  Department,  a  greater  certainty  of  sup- 
ply would  be  insured,  and  I  know  of  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
done  as  economically  as  under  the  present  system;  certainly  this  De- 
partment should  be  able  to  purchase  supplies  as  cheaply  as  any  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  while  the  force  organized  for  the  purchase 
and  issue  of  Subsistence  stores  to  the  troops  could  with  little  additional 
expense  make  all  the  purchases  and  issues  to  the  Indians. 
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OCBcera  of  tbe  Army  now  inspect  most  of  the  supplies  porchased  for 
the  Indians,  from  wbicti  it  woald  appear  that  tfae;  are  cousidered  relii- 
l)le  as  well  as  competent  judges  of  the  stores  purchased. 


STORES   laSUKD  TO  DBBTITDTE  CITIZENS,   UIUTIA,  ETC. 

TbeiMnes  to  destitote  oitizena  SDdcitixeD  priaonera  were 10.^ 

To  Mexican  prigoneis cS 

To  colored  lefof^ea - Ul 

To  Idabn  Tolunteers ..— 13 

To  Indian  soldiers B\,M 

DorioK  tbe  fiocal  year  enillag  Jone  30,  1877,  Sabsistentw  snppliea  ware  in- 

epeowd  &Dd  coDdemned  to  tbe  valne  of  first  coat  of t^,T93M 

From  snob  of  tbe  above  aa  were  recorameDded  to  be  sold  tbere'waa  real-  J 

Ized  tbe  snm  of 9,10)3 

M  aondemoed,  less  amoDDtiealixcd  from  snob  aa  were  | 

»,fl!3(| 

Anexceedinglj-amall  amount  when  it  is  considered  that  over  $3,000,99 
was  expended  in  the  purchase  of  supplies,  large  portions  of  which  ir 
sent  to  remote  posts,  wtiere  they  must  be  kept  for  months  on  hand. 

Tbe  value  of  the  stores  lost  and  destroyed  during  the  operatioasi 
the  troops  against  the  Indians  was  $10,361.34. 
By  burning  and  wreck  of  steamers,  stores  valued  as  follows  were  \o^ 
By  tbe  bnrninf;  of  the  steamer  Montana,  December  14,  1S76,  while  at  roite  froB  Si 
Franaisoo  with  supplies  for  posts  in  Arizona; 

Stores  to  tbe  Talue  of (36,5K 

Commissar;  property  to  the  valne  of "" 


Kill 

Bytbewreckon  tbe  Yellowstone  River,  JnDe3l,I87T,  of  the  ■teunArOaceola.nn 

to  Foet  Ko.  -i  on  the  Big  Horn : 

Stoies  to  thi)  volne  of , ....... . 

Commissary  property  to  tbe  valaeof .... 1<| 

By  tbe  baniiDg  of  thu  steamer  Lizzie,  Jane  17,  1877,  white  «•  rtwfs  from  I 

New  Orleans,  La.,  stores  iuvoloed  hv  M«i.  T.  C.  Sallivan,  C.  B.,  to  the  ' 

A.  A.  C.S.  at  Fori  Barrancas.  Fla l.«9| 

By  the  sinking,  May  IS,  1877,  of  tbe  U.  S.  steamer  J.  D.  Cameron  in  the 

Missouri  Kiver,  near  the  Winnebago  reservation,  stores  to  tbe  valne  of..  1.^ 

In  addition  to  the  stores  lost  by  tbe  sinking  of  tbe  ateamet  J-| 
Cameron,  stores  to  the  value  of  $189.69  were  damaged.  Theseverea 
at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  in  Aagust,  1877;  amoaot  realized  was  $77.90. 

ISSUES  OF  OIL.  I 

The  issues  of  oil  for  exterior  illumination  at  the  various  posts  ub| 
tbe  provisions  of  General  Orders  No.  17,  headquarters  of  the  An 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  February  8,  1870,  amount  to  5,754J  |!nll^ 

PURCHASE  OF  SUPPLIES.  , 

Subsistence  supplies  (both  tbose  for  issue  as  well  as  for  sales  toj 
era  and  enlisted  men)  bare,  as  heretofore,  been  purchased  at  such  pa 


I,  Cookie 
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as  the  proper  Brticles  could  be  procared  aod  delivered  at  posts  moat 
economically,  the  cost  of  Btorea,  cost  of  transportation,  and  wastage  in 
transit  all  being  considered. 

When  stores  are  required  at  a  post,  it  is  the  dnty  of  the  poat-commis- 
sary  to  prepare  a  requisition  for  those  required,  which  must  be  approved 
by  the  commanding  oflic»r  of  the  post,  aud  transmitted  to  the^chief  com- 
missary at  the  headquarters  of  the  department  in  vhich  the  post  is 
sitaaied,  with  a  letter  "  stating  whether  any  of  the  stores  can  be  ob- 
tained of  good  quality  at  or  near  the  post,  in  what  quantity,  and  at  what 
price.  This  letter  should  also  communicate  any  intbrmation  or  sugges- 
tions that  may  be  useful  to  the  purchasing  commissary  or  forwarding 
quartermaster."  As  the  above  is  contained  in  a  note  upon  the  printed 
blank  form  for  reqnisitions,  there  should  be  no  excuse  for  a  failure'to 
comply  with  its  requirements. 

With  a  view  to  the  selection  of  the  best  markets  in  which  to  make 
purchases  of  the  stores  required  by  these  requisitions,  it  is  prescribed 
by  Geueral  Orders  No.  48,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 
series  of  1871,  thatr— 

Wli«never  SnbaiHtence  storea  are  i«qiiLred  ID  ftny  considerable  qnantitlea  for  any 
wction  of  couDtry,  tbe  obinf  oommiuBrj  of  the  departmeut  or  dieUlct  whose  Aatj  it 
m&y  be  to  procnre  the  Bame,  nill  anbmit  tbroogh  the  ohiof  commUMr;  of  BUbBlatenoe 
of  the  division  iu  wbioh  he  may  bu  serring,  a  tabnlkr  Htatemeat  iibowlng  quaDlitiea 
reqaired,  tbe  quality  and  the  prioea  at  which  atorea  were  last  obtained  ia  the  vicinity 
of  the  HtatLon  where  tbe  atorea  were  needed.  This  atatentent  wilt  l>e  aooompanied  by 
SDch  nseful  information  aa  can  be  obtained,  in  ord^r  to  enable  the  Commiwary-Qeneral 
of  SntMiateuce  to  determine  the  place  and  mode  of  procnriug  euppliea. 

In  addition  to  the  information  thus  submitted  as  to  prices  of  stores 
which  cau  be  procured  at  or  near  posts,  each  purchasing  commissary 
reports  to  this  office  the  prices  of  the  articles  purchased  at  the  depot 
during  the  month,  and  is  furnished  by  the  Commissary -General  with  a 
statement  of  the  cost  of  the  articles  at  each  depot  or  parchaaing-station. 
Prom  tbe  tabultir  statements  of  cost  of  stores  (components  of  the  ration) 
at  difTerent  parch  asing-depots,  and  the  information  in  his  possession  as  to 
cost  of  transportation,  the  Commissary -General  is  enabled  to  ascertain 
from  what  points  stores  can  be  most  economicnlly  procured,  and  to  give 
his  instructions  accordingly,  and  the  stores  ^re  purchased  at  the  par- 
cb asing-depots  or  at  or  near  tbe  posts,  as  may  be  found  most  economical. 

When  but  limited  amounts  of  supplies  are  required,  they  are  procured 
by  chief  commissaries  of  divisions  or  departments,  or  under  their  direc- 
tion, observing  the  same  rules  regarding  the  points  at  which  purchases 
are  made  that  are  observed  by  the  Commissary -General. 

When  time  will  permit  and  the  stores  are  not  required  for  immediate 
delivery,  the  stores  are  purchased  under  due  advertisement,  either  vn 
newspapers,  or  by  circulars  and  posters,  which  are  required  by  instruc- 
tions from  this  office  to  be  freely  distributed. 

Within  the  last  fiscal  year,  13(i  newspaper  advertisements  inviting 
proposals  for  supplies  were  reported  to,  and  154  contracts  for  fresh 
meats,  138  contructs  for  miscellaneous  articles,  44  contracts  for  complete 
rations  for  recruiting- parties  and  recruits,  and  838  contracts,  consisting 
of  writteu  proposals  and  acceptances,  were  received  at  this  ofQce. 

I  have  entered  somewhat  into  detail  as  to  the  manner  of  making  re- 
quisitions and  procuring  supplies,  aa  a  misapprehension  upon  the  sub- 
ject appears  to  have  existed  in  some  qnarters,  as  was  indicated  by  the 
introduction  last  year  of  a  section  in  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
subsistence  of  the  Army,  prescribing  the  method  which  should  be  pur- 
sued in  the  purchase  of  Sabsislence  supplies,  makiug  it  obligatory  that 
adrertisements  should,  hereafter,  be  posted  at  the  military  posts  reqnir- 
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iog  such  BupplieB,  aud  at  tbe  towDS  nearest  to  aaid  posts,  for  a  period  ot 
three  months  before  tbe  opening  of  proposftln. 

From  what  has  preceded,  it  is  apparent  that  the  proposed  mode  is 
simply  an  extension  of  the  existing  mode  so  as  to  require  that  all  arti- 
cles of  Suhsistence  snpplies  required  for  nse  at  a  post  shall  be  adver- 
tised for  thereat,  regardless  of  whether  there  is  any  market  or  not  at 
or  near  the  post  in  which  the  articles  can  be  procnred. 

As  a  majority  of  the  posts  are  located  on  the  frontiers,  remote  from 
market-centres,  it  would  generally  be  impracticable  to  purchase  sappliea 
at  or  near  posts  {excepting  productions  of  the  adjacent  conutry  which 
are  now  purchased  nnder  the  existing  system)  that  wonid  not  have  to  be 
bipught  fh>m  tbe  large  markets  where  there  are  ofBoers  of  the  Subsist- 
ence Department  stationed,  who  can  make  purchases,  at  first-hand,  at 
the  lowest  wholesale  prices. 

I  regret  to  state  that  it  has  been  impracticable  during  the  last  fiscal 
year  io  procure  in  Texas  and  New  Mexico  all  the  flour  required  for  tbe 
posts  located  therein. 

The  chief  commissary  of  the  Department  of  Texaa  reports  as  follows; 

Tb«  flour  snpplled  these  potts  (Forts  Concho  and  HoKarett)  has  not  been  as  satis- 
factor;  as  desired,  on  account  of  Imperfect  miltine,  complaint  being  made  that  the 
bread  is  dark  iu  color.  It  ia  therefore  recommended  that  one-half  of  Rie  floor  reqnir«d 
fbr  these  posts  he  famiRhed  from  other  sections  through  this  depot,  and  ooe-thlrd  tbe 
amonnt  required  mi^ht  also  with  fldvantage  be  Bnpplied  Forts  Davis  and  Stocktoo. 
Flour  for  Forts  Cla^  and  Dnncan,  as  well  as  for  San  Antonin.  has  been  famished  of 
excellent  qnality  from  Dallas,  Teisa,  where  the;  have  One  mills  and  saperior  wheat: 
tbe  railroad  competition,  however,  enablee  the  millers  at  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  and 
tbe  section  about  Sotut  LoniB,  Mo.,  to  furnish  the  artiole  as  low  if  not  lower  than  troat 
Dallas.  On  this  accoant  large  quantities  of  Saint  Louis  flour  are  daily  sold  in  Qiia 
market  (San  Antonio)  to  the  exclusion  of  tbe  prodncts  of  the  Stat«  of  Texas. 

The  chief  commissary  of  the  district  of  New  Mexico  reports  that — 
The  desire  of  tbe  Commissaiy-Oeiteral  of  Snbsisteuoe  that  at  poets  where  New  Mex- 
ican flonr  is  issDed  one-fourth  of  tbe  allowanoe  of  flour  shall  be  issued  of  States^  flooi 
has  given  Duiveiaal  satis&ctioQ,  aud  that  no  oomnlaiut  as  to  tbe  quality  of  bread  baa 
been  made  since  this  regulation  went  into  effect.  The  Improved  quality  of  the  .bread  ii 
also  due  to  the  Ctol  that  tbe  flour  manufacturers  in  this  Territory  have  introdnoed 
better  machinery  into  tbeir  mills,  and  now  fiimisb  a  bigber  grade  of  flour  than  that 
formerly  contracted  fbr  by  tbe  StibBistenoe  Department. 

In  Montana,  wheat  of  good  quality  is  grown,  but  it  has  not  been  at 
all  times  practicable  to  obtain  economically  in  that  Territory  all  the  floai 
required,  ou  account  of  tbe  limited  amount  of  wheat  produced  there; 
but  tbe  chief  commissary  of  tbe  Department  of  Dakota  has  recently 
reported  that  it  is  probable  that  it  will  be  practicable  to  purchase  dur- 
ing the  current  year  all  that  will  be  required,  excepting  ibr  the  posts  on 
Tongue  River  and  the  Big  Horn,  which  have  consequently  been  snpplied 
lh}m  Saint  Paul  and  Sionx  City. 

Aq  officer  of  the  Subsistence  Department  has  been  ordered  to  Helens, 
Montana  Territory,  with  a  view  of  purchasing  for  troops  in  Montana 
such  snpplies  as  can  be  economically  procured  in  that  Territory  or  vi- 
cinity. 

Most  of  the  flour  furnished  to  the  troops  in  Arizona  is  made  In  Ari- 
zona and  New  Mexico,  and  the  chief  commissary  reports  that  it  appears 
to  give  good  satisfaction. 

The  average  prices  of  the  components  of  the  ration  for  the  fiscal  years 
1875-'7(i  and  1870-'77  are  given  in  the  following  etatemeot : 
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l87S-'7fl. 

ISW-'Tl. 

Artlclei. 

1 

s 

S.M 
7.«f 

saw 

SS.6S 

sIm 

,9U 

38.m 

OmtM. 

The  average  prices  of  fresb  beef,  as  per  contracts  ia  force  in  tbe  laat 
two  fiscal  years,  were  as  follows  ia  tbe  several  States  and  Territories: 


Stkte  or  Tenitory. 

Fries  per  poand 

BUU  or  TorriloiT. 

Prlwper  pound. 

im. 

1*77. 

leia. 

1877. 

S.ST 

an 

CbnU. 

e.M 
lo'.aa 

si 

7.J1 

6.37 
7,43 

Oenli. 

&ao 
8.  so 
u.m 

7.13 

3.01 
3.  SI 

a!  76 

7;m 

Oenta. 

NirtiTc^Vo. 

Wyomina  Tenflory 

DuVpU  Territory 

7.78 

W«bliiBtoii  Territory 

Si^^:::;:::;;::::::;::::::; 

TCIBACCO. 

Dariag  tbe  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  tobacco  to  tbe  valae  of 
^136,471.11  was  sold  to  enlisted  men  nnder  tbe  antbority  and  require- 
ments of  section  G  of  tbe  act  approved  March  6, 18G5,  (sections  1141)  and 
1301  Revised  Statut«8,}  and  47,483^  pounds  of  cbewing  and  19,301^ 
ponnds  of  smoking  tobacco  were  sold  to  officers  and  enlisted  men  under 
the  provisions  of  section  1144  EeVised  Statutes.  Baring  the  same  period 
there  has  been  returned  to  tbe  appropriation  for  tbe  sabaistence  of  tbe 
Army,  throngh  the  Pay  Department,  on  account  of  tobacco  furnished 
and  charged  open  pay-rolls,  tI3G,471.41. 

'  kC.oo^^Ic 
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ACCOUNTS  AKD  BETURKS. 
Darfoff  the  fiacal  year  there  were  receired  from  519  officers  performiD^ 
dot;  in  tbe  SubaiBteuce  Department — 

Retaroaof  provliions 2,560 

Returns  of  commi»aary  property l.OiH 

AccoQDta-CDmDt — 2,6ff6 

Total  KMired 1,458 

Dnring  tbe  same  period  there  were  examined  in  this  office  and  for- 
warded to  the  Third  Auditor,  the  returns  for  file  and  the  accounts-carrent 
for  final  settlement — 

.  2, 424,  BccompiiniBd  b;  30.  451  voachen. 
.  1, 0:1-4,  accompanied  by  2,  323  vonchera. 
.     2,  TIT,  BctHimpkQied  by  36, 233  TODcbeis. 


Retaroiof  proviaioDS 

R«tarn8  of  commlwory  property . . 
Aooonnts,  cnrrent 


Total 6, 1H9,  accoTnpanied  by  69,007  vonohew. 

From  which  it  will  be  seeu  that  it  has  been  impracticable  to  examine 
all  the  returns  and  accounts  received  at  this  office,  although  all  the 
available  clerical  force  not  required  for  the  transaction  of  the  other  most 
important  current  business  has  been  transferred  to  this  branch  of  tbe 
burenn. 

SUBaiSTBKCB  OF  RECRUITS  ANB  RECHUITIHG-P ARTIES. 

The  amount  paid  for  subsisting  recruiting-parties  and  recrnits  duiiog 
the  fiscal  year  has  been  921,659.90. 

AMOUNT  RECEIVED  FROM  SALES  TO  OFFICERS  AND  ENLISTED  XES. 

The  amount  received  from  sales  of  Subsistence  stores  to  officers  and 
enlisted  men,  made  under  authority  of  section  1144  Bevised  Statutes, 
has  been  9814,869.26. 

The  following  table  will  indicate  the  amoout  sold  in  each  department : 


IHvUloD»,  diiputnienta,  *t 

Offlcert 

Cod- 

Tob«™. 

CtiewlDE. 
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7S,9MT7 

a9.ewt4 

IS,  TOT  13 
18,313SS 
6S,  436  91 

iB,eOT« 

38.TS9S1 

1B,W1  » 

54.73181 

39,433  18 
10.a»S7 

14.1B5S3 

U.W3W 

3»,S«SB 
13,193  54 

tSSl  41 
MO  81 
3,1(«(184 
1,«D3  90 
H3  73 
S70B1 
<B5S4 
33B7B 

a,  SMI 

11,WT1 

xsae 

9,990 
1,433 
l.S91i 

::; 

3,!mii 

's 

•1,!K1B0 
\4M3lt 
3.M3>tl 
3.IU50 
743  30 
718  86 
B,0S3  1fl 

1,639  07 
E§S33 

Pomdt\  ^  ^  ^ 

UlllUiT  Department  of  the 

a.9» 

1.ST5 

tm 

1,SM 

4,174 

1.010 
■  ,»4t 

a,M7M 
s,in8i 
ti»i« 

HUltuV   iiepi^ftmeDt    ^ 

ColDIIlbj> 

»(B 

11S.SMU 

JS8.3»7e 

9.  TOO  33 

*%«H 

».0«4S1 

».aou 

at  We«t  Point  ineladed. 
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Uader  the  third  section  of  tbe  act  of  July  4, 1864,  and  tbe  acts  sup- 
plementary thereto,  155  claims  for  Subsistence  supplies  alleged  to  have 
been -furnished  to  the  Army  by  loyal  citizens  in  States  not  in  rebellion, 
and  receipted  for  by  the  proper  officer  recei\ing  the  same,  or  to  have 
beeo  taken  by  such  officers  without  giving  such  receipts,  were  filed  in 
this  office  for  examination.  Of  this  class  of  claims,  10,  amounting  to 
$1,335.76,  were  examined  and  recommended  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury  for  payment;  Dfl,  amounting  to  $70,319.92,  were  rejected;  17 
rejected  claims  were  re-ezamiued  npon  new  evidence,  2  of  which  were 
allowed  and  15  again  rejected. 

During  tbe  fiscal  year,  150  certificates  for  commutation  of  rations  to 
Union  soldiers  while  prisoners  of  war  were  received  at  this  office  aud 
referred  to  the  proper  disbursing-officer  of  this  Department  for  payment. 
These  certificates  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  $3,387.25, 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  on  the  20th  of  April  last,  decided  that 
the  |>ermaneut  appropriation  made  by  the  joint  resolution  of  July  25, 
1866,  for  the  payment  of  commutation  of  rations  of  Union  soldiers  while 
held  as  prisoners  of  war  in  the  rebel  States,  does  not  come  within  the 
exceptions  enunierated  in  section  5  of  tbe  act  of  June  20, 1874,  aud  that, 
therefore,  he  is  not  authorized  to  draw  any  money  from  the  Treasury  in 
payment  of  such  claims.  Under  this  decision,  the  settlement  of  ap- 
proved claims  arising  under  the  joint  resolution  of  July  25,  1866,  and 
section  3  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1867,  will  be  unavoidably  delayed  until 
the  necessary  balances  for  their  payment  have  been  re-appropriated  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  This  delay  is  a  hardship  to  an  especially 
meritoriOQs  and  generally  needy  class  of  claimants,  and  to  obviate  it 
it  is  recommended  that  section  5  of  the  act  of  June  20, 1874,  be  amended 
60  as  to  include  the  above-mentioned  appropriation  in  the  exceptions 
mentioned  in  the  proviso  of  the  said  section. 

In  addition  to  claims  under  the  above-mentioned  special  acts  of  Con- 
gress, 361  ordinary  claims,  amounting  [estimated)  to  $50,189.34,  have 
been  received,  of  which  201,  amounting  to  $27,379.56,  have  been  recom- 
mended for  payment;  29,  amounting  to  $4,526.62,  have  been  rejected; 
29,  amonnting  to  $1,009.33,  have  been  partially  examined;  12,  amount^ 
lug  to  $695,  have  been  referred  elsewhere;  87,  amounting  to  $16,499.58, 
have  been  reported  on;  and  3,  amonnting  to  $79.25,  have  received  no 
action.  Of  this  class  of  claims,  9  old  cases  have  been  completed,  and 
allowed  in  the  sum  of  $6,396.81,  and  4,  amonnting  to  $494.50,  have  been 
again  rejected ;  17,  amounting  to  $9,370.61,  have  been  re-examined  upon 
new  evidence  and  recommended  for  payment;  24  have  been  reported 
on,  1  reexamined  and  again  rejected,  1  partially  re-esamiued,  and  1 
referred  elsewhere.  In  connection  with  these  and  other  claims,  550 
letters  have  been  written  and  about  200  inquiries  answered. 

As  stated  in  my  last  annual  report,  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
August  15,  1876,  it  has  become  necessary  to  transfer  to  other  branches  of 
the  bureau  all  except  one  of  the  clerks  who  had  previously  been  em- 
ployed in  the  examination  of  claims.  From  the  above  statement  of 
claims  received  and  examined,  tt  will  appear  that  nearly  one  hundred 
more  have  been  received,  than  examined,  thus  adding  to  the  number 
before  this  bureau  unexamined,  and  which  justice  to  the  claimants  and 
the  Government  demands  should  be  promptly  decided.  This,  however, 
cannot  be  done  with  the  clerical  force  at  present  employed.  Should  the 
necessary  clerical  force  be  authorized, it  will  still  be  impracticable  to  prop- 
erly iuTestigat«  the  claims  presented  uuder  the  act  of  July  4, 1864,  unless 
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an  appropriation  be  made  for  tbe  employment  and  transportation  of 
officers  and  ageota  to  investigate  the  claims.  I  tberefore  recommend 
that  an  appropriatioD  be  made  for  this  purpose,  and  that  the  Gommis- 
sary-Geiieral  may  be  aathorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  detail  such  officers  of  the  Subsistence  Department  and  employ 
ancb  agents  as  in  bis  opinion  may  be  uecessary  for  the  proper  investi- 
gation of  claims  presented  t^i  him  under  that  act,  and  that  the  mileage 
of  offieera  and  expenses  and  compensatioo  of  agents  be  paid  from  the 
appropriation ;  and  that  the  expeuses  and  compensation  of  said  agents 
shall  not  exceed  what  is  allowed  to  similar  agents  now  authorized  by  law 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Commissioners  of  Claims,  viz,  "  their  actual  and 
necessary  traveling  expenses,  the  expenses  paid  out  in  investigating 
claims,  procnring  witnesses,  and  taking  testimony,  and  $6  a  day  while 
employed  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties." 

I  renew  the  recommendation  made  in  my  last  annual  report,  that 
after  the  completion  of  the  examination  of  the  war-claims  now  on  file 
iu  this  office  upon  which  action  has  been  taken,  the  examination  of  all 
others  be  transferred  to  some  other  tribunal  to  be  established  for  the 
purpose,  and  for  the  reason  given  in  that  report  I  would  espocially  in- 
vite your  attention  thereto  so  far  as  it  relates  to  this  subject. 

COMUISSABY-SEBGEAMTS. 

The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed in  my  last  annual  re[>ort,  "that  officers  had  not  been  sufiiciently 
critical  and  dareful  in  making  their  recommendations  "  for  appointment 
of  commissary -sergeants.  Several  have  been  guilty  of  selling  stores 
without  authority,  and  have  absconded  with  the  proceeds  of  the  unau- 
thorized sales,  and  some  with  the  proceeds  of  authorized  sales.  Most, 
if  Dot  all,  of  these  peculations  could  have  been  prevented  had  officers 
who  were  responsible  for  stores  exercised  due  care  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties,  and  not  devolved  upon  commissary -sergeants  daties 
belonging  to  themselves,  intrusting  them  unnecessarily  with  care  of 
funds  as  well  as  stores,  and  I  recommend  that  in  all  cases  where  stores 
or  funds  have  been  lost  or  stolen  through  the  neglect  of  officers, 
whether  commanding  officers  or  acting  assistant  commissaries  of  sub- 
sistence, to  properly  perform  their  duties,  the  officers  shall  be  charged 
with  the  full  value  of  the  stores  and  the  funds  lost  or  improperly  dis- 
posed of. 

I  renew  the  recommendation  made  by  the  (then)  Commissary -General 
(General  A.  E.  Sbiras)  in  his  annual  report  for  1874,  "that  the  actot 
March  3, 1873,  authorizing  the  employment  of  commissary -sergeants  be 
so  amended  as  to  allow  the  Secretary  of  War  to  select  such  sergeants 
from  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Army."  The  present  mode  of  selection  un- 
justly discriminates  agaiust  a  class  of  clerks  and  assistants  who  for 
years  have  been  detailed  od  duty  in  the  Subsistence  Department. 

COMPANY-COOKS. 

Attention  is  respectfully  invit«d  to  the  following  extracts  fh)m  a  com- 
munication made  to  your  predecessor  on  November  8, 1876,  with  the  view 
that  the  attention  of  Congress  may  be  invited  to  such  of  the  reoom- 
mendatioDS  as  meet  your  approval : 
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P08T-BAXEB8. 

I  also  tbink  that  bakers  shonM  be  special);  enlisted,  paid  extra  pay, 
say  $i  per  month,  aad  assiRued  to  posts  as  are  commissary-sergeantu. 

I  reoommeDd  that,  should  schools  for  cooks  be  established  at  recruit- 
in£^-depots,  bakers  shoald  also  be  instructed  at  the  same  scbools. 

AOTIHG  ASSISTANT  COUMISBABIKg  OF  SCBBISTEHCB. 

As  assistant  commissaries  of  aubsistence  are  not  now  authorized  by 
law,  I  would  suggest  that  that  portion  of  section  1261  Berised  Statutes 
wbicb  fixes  the  pay  of  an  acting  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  in 
addition  to  pay  of  his  rank,  should  be  so  modified  as  to  substitute  for 
the  words  "acting  assistant  commissary,"  the  words  "acting  commissary 
of  subnBtence." 

PURCHASES  ON  CREDIT. 

As  no  appropriation  for  subsistence  of  the  Army  lias  been  made  for 
the  current  fiscal  year,  supplies  (with  the  exception  of  the  limited 
amounts  which  could  be  purchased  from  proceeds  of  sales  of  Subststeoce 
snpplies)  have  been  procured  on  credit,  under  anthority  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  as  promulgated  in  General  Orders  No,  49,  Headquarters  of  the 
Army,  Adjutant^GeneraPs  Office,  current  series,  and  the  necessary  em- 
ployes have  been  continued  in  service  under  authority  of  the  Secretary 
of  'War,  as  promulgated  in  General  Orders  TSo.  50,  Headquarters  of  the 
Army,  Adjutant- General's  Office,  current  series. 

The  following  instructions,  with  reference  to  the  purchase  of  stores 
and  the  employment  of  necessary  assistants,  based  apou  the  two  orders 
above  referred  to,  were  issaed  from  this  office ; 

Tile  fallonitiK  InatrDcCioiiB  have  been  Mpproved  by  the  SecTetar;  of  War,  and  tue 
pablisbed  for  the  inIotmatioD  and  gnidance  of  all  concerued : 

"  The  proviHions  of  General  Order*  No.  49,  Roadiiuartere  of  the  Army,  Adjntant-Oen- 
eral's  Omce,  current  series,  with  reFereoce  to  advertisements  for  '  cootracts,'  will  also 


apply  to  ftdvertUemente  and  circulars  invitioK  proposals  for  'purohaseB,'  i.e.,  they 
must  all  state  tbat  '  pajment  depends  npon  a  future  appropriation  for  the  pnrpoee,' 
and  biildere  must  state  in  tbeir  proposahi  that  they  bid  with  that  underBtandin;;. 


When  the  fiulilic  exigencies  render  it  necesaaiy  to  purchase  SubBistence  suppliei 
ont  advertisements  or  circnlars,  the  parties  from  whom  purcboaea  are  mule  must  be 
distinctly  informed  of  the  above-named  contingency  npon  which  payment  depends. 
All  contracts  made  under  authority  of  the  order  above  mentioned  must  contain  the 
fbUowing  OS  au  article  thereof: 

"  ■  Tbat  it  is  expressly  agreed  and  understood  that  this  contract  ie  made  under  General 
Order  No,  49,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  dated  May  15,  1877,  and  nnder  authority  of 
tbe  follnwinilaw:  Section  3TJ2  Revised  Statutes,  "No  contract  or  purchase  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States  eball  be  made,  unless  the  same  is  authorized  by  law  or  is  under  oq 
■pproprialion  adequate  to  its  fulfiltment,  except  in  the  War  and  Kavy  Departments, 
for  clothluf;,  sabsistaoce,  forage,  fuel,  quarters,  or  transportation,  wnicb,  however, 
shall  not  exceed  the  iiecesaities  of  tbe  curreaC  year,"  and  tbat  payment  depends  npon  a 
future  appropriation  for  the  purpose,  with  the  following  exception,  viz,  when  mods 
received  from  sates  of  Subsistence  supplies  are  available  for  the  purpose,  payment 
tberefrom  may  be  made  for accepted  under  this  contract.' 

"Certitied  voachera  given  for  snpplies  pnrohased  under  authority  of  tbe  above-men- 
tioned order  must  state  that  the;  were  so  purchased,  and  tbat  payment  therefor  de- 
pends upon  a  future  appropriation  for  the  purpose. 

"  Each  offloet  giving  oertiSed  vouchers  for  Subsistence  supplies  purchased  on  cre#it 
wtU  keep  a  list  thereof,  the  vouchers  to  be  entered  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
given,  and  payment  made  thereon  in  the  same  order,  when  funds  for  the  purpose  ore 
■received. 

"  AbsCracta  of  porchasea  will  be  transmitted  as  required  by  existing  regnlations  and 
orders,  and  when  o^ified  accoants  have  been  given,  as  authurized  by  General  Orders 
No.  49,  the  fact  will  be  stated  in  the  oolama  of  remarks.  Attention  is  particularly  in- 
Tited  to  tbe  loot  tbat  tbe  order  authorizea  anch  pnrobases  only  to  be  made  as  may  be. 
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naiBMiy  '  to  meet  sotasl  neceBBitiea  until  ConK»a8  ahkU  have  bad  time  to  act  upon 
an  appropriation  bill.'  No  aapplies  for  iBsae  or  foe  sales  to  offlcera  and  enliited  men 
will  bn  purchased  until  the  qnantiliea  on  hand  ate  ho  far  exhaoeted  aa  to  lendei  the 
purchase  of  new  stores  >  an  indispensable  reqnirement  of  the  eervioc.' 

"The  proceeds  of  Bales  of  Sabsistence  sapplies  which  maf  be  on  band  at  the  close  of 
the  cnirent  fiscal  year,  and  not  required  to  pa;  for  freeb  snpplies  which  have  been 
puTchased  prior  to  that  time,  and  all  which  may  be  received  from  the  same  source 
after  June  30,  1877,  and  prior  to  the  passage  of  au  act  making  appTopriation  forHub- 
siateuce  of  the  Army  for  the  next  Qsoat  year,  may  be  expended  in  tlie  purcbase  of  stores 
for  sales  to  officers  and  enlisted  men,  fresli  beef,  company  and  hospital  savings,  and 
articles  of  the  ration  from  other  soDrces,  in  the  order  named." 

The  employes  coDtmiied  in  service  were  required  to  sign  an  agree- 
ment of  the  following  form : 


M  be  continued  by  the  proper  authority,  we  will  continne  upon  dnt;  wicbont  ci 

or  agreement  to  be  paid  therefor,  and  will  claim  no  compeoaatton  for  tbe  services  n 
dered  unless  Congress  makes  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose. 


And  the  officer  reQuiring  the  services  the  following: 


So  difBcalt;  has  been  experienced  in  parebasing  the  necessaiy  sup- 
plies, and  at  most  points  tbe  prices  paid  have  not  tieen  more  in  excess 
of  the  caab  prices  than  the  usual  rates  of  interest  npOD  the  cash  ^-alue 
of  the  stores  for  tbe  time  which  would  probably  elapse  between  tbe 
date  of  purchase  of  the  stores  and  the  date  of  payment ;  but,  in  aojne 
places  where  there  was  but  little  competition,  excessive  prices  appear 
to  bave  been  demanded,  as  in  portions  of  Montana,  (where  supplies 
were  required  for  General  Howard's  command.)  These  stores  have  not 
been  paid  for.  Tbe  question  of  prices  will  be  thoroughly  investigated, 
and  the  amounts  which  may  appear  just  to  the  seller  and  tbe  Govern- 
ment allowed. 


I  respectfully  recommend  that  section  114'!  Revised  Statutes  be  so 
amended  as  to  antborize  the  Commissary-General,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  designate  the  articles  which  shall  be  kept 
on  band  by  the  Subsistence  Department  tor  sale  to  officers  and  enlisted 
men,  and  that  sections  1299  and  1300  be  amended  accordingly. 

The  returns  of  the  stores  purchased  and  sold  being  examined  in  this 
office,  the  Commissary-General  can  readily  determine  whicb  of  the  arti- 
cles purahased  are  not  in  demand,  or  cannot  be  supplied  without  much 
loss  to  the  Government,  and  the  wants  of  the  officers  and  enlisted  men 
can  probably  be  more  readily  obtained  by  the  Commissary-General,  who 
is  iu  constant  correspondence  with  the  officers  performing  Subsistence 
duty  at  all  posts,  than  by  the  inspectors-general  who  visit  the  posts  at 
intervals. 

BUBEAU  OLEEES. 

In  the  estimate  for  appropriation  for  the  clerical  force  for  tbe  office  of 
the  Commissary- General,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,1879,1 
have  estimated  for  1  chief  clerk,  2  clerks  of  class  1,  i  of  class  3,  5  of 
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class  3, 13  of  class  1, 1  mesaenger,  3  laborers,  aiidS  watohmea.  Tbe  cler- 
ical force  is  the  same  that  has  been  estimated  for  siace  1873,  with  the  ad- 
ditioD  of  1  clerk  of  class  1,  experience  having  showa  that  the  basiness 
of  the  office  caonot  be  properly  conducted  with  the  number  heretofore 
estimated  for,  while  this  office  is  charged  with  the  examination  of  war- 
claims. 

This  nnmber  of  clerks  is  the  same  as  now  employed  in  this  office,  but 
five  of  those  employed  are  (enlisted  men)  ou  duty  in  this  bureau  by 
special  aasignmeat  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  tbe  sixth  is  a  mes- 
Beuger  in  the  War  Department,  detailed  for  duty  ae  a  clerk  iu  this 
bnrean. 

I  am  of  the  opioioD  that  no  enlisted  men  shonld  be  employed  in  this 
office  by  detail  from  the  War  Department  or  bureaus  thereof  or  else- 
^rbere,  unless  in  case  of  emergency,  but  that  the  number  necessary 
Bbonld  be  appropriated  for,  Certaiuly  if  this  should  be  done  the  duties 
of  the  office  would  be  better  performed  and  the  exact  cost  of  the  force 
employeil  be  koown  and  charged  against  the  proper  appropriation.         ^ 

ADT£BT1SIKQ. 

Iu  connection  with  the  subject  of  advertising,  I  would  respectfully 
iavite  your  attentiou  to  the  i'ollowing  extract  from  a  commuuicatiou 
addressed  to  your  predecessor  ou  the  8th  of  November,  1876; 

SMtioD  3T09,RtivisedStatiite«,  leqairea  that  "allpnrchaaegandooDtraotafoTBappliei 
■•"■  "-""i"*  in  any  of  the  Departmenla  of  the  Government,  eiceplfor  peraonat  ae-"'"-- 


~^»'' 


Bh*ll  be  made  bj  wIvurtiBing  a  BoffioieDt  time  previonaly  for  propoemfl  roapecling  tbe 
same,  'vrhen  tlio  pnblio  exigenciee  do  Dot  require  tlie  immediate  delivery  of  the  articles 
or  performanoe  of  the  aerrice.  When  immediate  delivery  or  performance  is  roqaired 
by  the  pablic  exigency,  the  artiolee  or  service  required  may  be  procured  by  open  por- 
ebaae  or  coDtract,  at  the  plaoea  and  in  tbe  manner  in  which  soch  articles  are  usually 
bonght  and  sold  or  snch  Bervioea  engaged  between  iodividaalii." 

Section  3828,  Keviaed  Statates,  provides  that  "  no  advertieement,  notice,  or  proposal 
for  any  Ezecative  Department  ol  tbe  Oovemmont,  or  for  any  bnrean  thereof,  or  for 
any  offioe  therewith  oonneoted,  eball  be  published  in  any  newspaper  whatever,  except 
in  poiBusooe  of  a  written  anlhority  for  such  pnblication  from  Uie  bead  of  each  De- 
portment; and  no  bill  for  anjr  snch  advertising  or  publication  shall  be  paid  ualeas 
there  be  presented  with  snch  bill  a  copy  of  such  written  authority," 

Section  3,  Bevised  Kegulations  of  tbe  War  Department  relative  to 
newspaper  advertising,  requires  that — 

Offloers,  in  advertiBing  '* 

(  doM  toluterveni _, , 

n  nicA  ndLirluenunif    *     '     '    or  fur  tbe 

Compliance  with  section  3828  and  section  3  of  the  regulations  above  re- 
ferred to  renders  it  impracticable  to  advertise  for  stores  at  most  depots 
and  posts,  unlesa  they  are  not  required  for  more  than  40  days  after  the 
receipt  of  requisitions,  and  at  remote  posts,  as  in  Arizoua,  California, 
and  Oregon,  to  apply  for  authority  to  advertise,  receive  it,  and  'adver- 
tise for  30  days,  will  consume  from  45  to  dO  days.  It  is  recommended 
tbat  some  modification  in  the  law,  or  printing  regulations,  or  both,  be 
made  to  enable  the  Department  to  purchase  supplies  under  advertise- 
ment which  are  required  for  shipment  soon  after  receipt  of  requisition. 

Were  officers  allowed  to  advertise  (under  regulations  to  be  estab- 
lished by  the  Secretary  of  War]  without  previously  sending  a  copy  of 
the  advertisement  to  the  War  Department  and  procuring  permission  for 
its  insertion,  stores  could,  as  a  general  rule,  be  procured  under  adver- 
tisements even  when  required  for  early  delivery.    Much  labor,  trouble, 
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and  expeose  ia  th«  prepaiation  of  circolara  would  be  saved,  and  tbe 
expenses  of  advertising  would  not  be  more,  if  as  mucb,  as  under  the 
present  system. 

CHANGES  OF  STATIONS  OF  OFFICESS. 

Since  ttie  date  of  my  last  auuaal  report,  tbe  following  ctiauges  in  sta- 
tions and  assignments  of  officers  of  tbe  Department  have  been  made : 

M^.  B.  Da  Barry  has  relieved  Miy.  M.  K.  Morgan  ns  purchasing  and 
depot  commissary  of  snbsistence  at  New  York  City,  K.  T. ;  Mf^.  ti.  R. 
^Morgan  has  relievedUapt.  Charles  McGlure  as  chief  commissary  of  sub- 
sistence, Department  of  Dakota;  Maj.  George  Bell  has  relieved  Gapt 
S.  T.  Gushing  as  chief  commiBsary  of  subsistence  of  tbe  Department  of 
the  South;  Captain  CashiDg  has  relieved  Gapt.  C.  P.  Eagan  as  pat- 
chasing  and  depot  commissary  of  subsistence  at  San  Francisco;  Captain 
Eagau  has  been  assigned  to  duty  as  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of 
the  Department  of  Arizona,  relieving  Gapt.  Thomas  Wilson,  who  was 
assigned  to  duty  as  purchasing  and  depot  commissary  of  subsistence  at 
Boston. 

Gapt.  W.  A.  Elderkin  relieved  Gapt.  J.  F.  Weston  as  purchasing  aad 
depot  commissary  of  subsistence  at  Sioux  City ;  and  Captain  Weston  was, 
at  my  request,  ordered  to  rejKtrt  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  De- 
partment of  Dakota,  for  assignment  taduty  at  posts  on  the  Hissouri, 
Yellowstone,  or  the  Big  Horn  lliver,  or  with  troops  in  the  field,  and  on 
being  relieved  from  soch  duty  by  the  department  commander,  to  proceed 
to  Helena,  M.  T.,  and  assume  the  duties  of  purchasing  and  depot  com- 
missary of  snbsistencc  at  that  place. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  given  by  the  department  commander, 
Captain  Westou  was  assign^  to  duty  as  chief  commissary  of  the  Yellow- 
»tone  command,  in  which  position  he  remained  until  relieved  from  that 
duty,  nnder  instrnctious  of  the  department  commander,  dated  August 
3,  which  were  issued  in  accordance  with  suggestions  from  this  office, 
his  services  being  much  needed  in  Montana,  where  he  is  now  on  duty. 
H  Is  to  be  regretted  that  he  could  not  have  reached  his  new  station 
sooner  than  he  did,  as  his  services  were  required  to  assist  in  supplying 
General  Howard's  command;  but  as  the  troops  be  was  ordered  to  accom- 
pany from  Tongue  Biver  were  absent  in  pursuit  of  Indians  when  the 
orders  for  them  to  go  to  Fort  Ellis  were  received,  and  it  was  impracti- 
cable for  him  to  go  direct  without  an  escort.  It  was  QoaUj  found  nec- 
essary to  order  him,  via  Bismarck,  Saiut  Paul,  Omaha,  and  Corinne, 
to  enable  him  to  reach  Montana  in  time  to  be  of  service  in  the  purchase 
of  the  winter  snpplies  for  the  troops. 

Major  Morcan,  since  bis  assignment  to  duty  as  chief  commissary  of 
subsistence  of  the  Department  of  Dakota,  has  visited  the  posts  along 
the  Missouri  River  above  and  including  Fort  A.  Lincoln  and  those  in 
Montana.  He  reports  that  at  Missonla,  the  new  post  now  building, 
which  is  just  at  the  entrance  of  the  fertile  Bitt«r  Boot  Valley,  Sour, 
bacon,  beans,  and  vegetables  can  be  purchased,  and  that  excellent  flour 
caa  be  pnrohased  in  many  other  places  in  Montana,  and  that  the  prices 
at  which  beef  has  been  contracted  for  (in  Montana)  speak  for  tbe  abun- 
dance of  cattle  in  that  country. 

LABOB  STBIKB  IN  MILITAEY  DIVISION  OF  THE  ATLANTIC. 

During  the  recent  labor  troubles,  Gol.  M.  D.  L.  Simpson,  chief  oom- 
miasary  of  subsistence  of  the  Military  Division  of  tbe  Atlantic,  was 
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ordered  by  the  major-general  commanding  the  military  divisiou  to  Phil- 
adelpbio,  to  superrise  tbe  sapply  of  so^istence  to  the  troops  In  tlie 
diTision,  which  were  so  rapidly  moving  from  point  to  point. 

M^.  George  Bell,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  Department 
of  the  Sontb,  was  ordered  to  Louisville,  Ey.,  for  a  similar  purpose,  and 
Capt  Thomas  Wilson  to  Philadelphia,  proceeding  thence,  under  the 
orders  of  the  m^or-general  commanding  the  division,  to  points  in  Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland,  and  the  District  of  Golambia,  to  inspect  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Sabsisteuce  Department,  and  arrange  for  the  proper  sapply 
of  the  troops. 

Satisfactory  arrangements  for  the  aabsistence  of  all  the  troops  are 
anderstood  to  have  been  made. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servanL 

B.  MAOPEELT, 
Commissarjf-Qeneral  0/  Subsistence. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  MoCeaet, 

SecreUay  oj  War. 
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Wae  DBPAETMENT,  StJEGEON-GRNBEAL'a  OfFIOB, 

WashiTigion,  October   1, 1877. 
.Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  followiug  Btatement  of  fliiaoces 
ind  geueral  tranaactions  of  the  Mediual  Dei>arttneDC  of  the  Army  for 
flif  fiscal  j-enr  ending  June  30, 1377  : 

FINA^'CIAL  STATEMBMT. 

(nf«al  a»d  hoipital  deparlnemt.    Trantfer  aoeounl  under  act  0/  March  3,  IS73.    Stat.  17, 
p.  536. 

oiy  l.l976,1>iLlanoe  on  hand 9165,396  73 

anew,  1^7,  di*l>aT»ed  during  th«fii3cal  year 208  80 

noela.lSTT 165,190  52 

Mtdical  and  hotpilal  department  1871,  and  prior  yatri. 

I'j  I,lr76,ba1aoc«ooh»nd «  37 

U'14,lflT7,i«appn>prialedb7aclofHarcb3, 1877 3,260  46 

Total 2,308  83 

>"f:tO,lt?r7,diitba[R«d daring  the  year. (3,195  04 

iwiW,  l!i77,to  be  carried  to  sarplnsfand 4ft  54 

2,240  58 

•laace  remain iag 68  3S 

Mtdieal  and  koipltal  department,  1673. 

Ij  I. I*>T6,  balance  on  hand 18,000  00 

v.  N,  lc!77,  reappropriated  by  act  of  March  3,  1877 11  10 

Total 16,011  10 

kM.  r^T.disbntBeddan'DKthejeai $11  10 

w^IU,  I-f77,  to  beoarriad  lo  Hurplaa  fnnd 16,000  00 

16,011  10 

Medioal  and  ko*pital  dtpartmenl,  1874. 

J  1. 18TB.  balance  on  hand 3,116  20 

1**1, 1S77,  diaboned  during  the  year |276  80 

k3U,1s77,  to  1m)  carried  to  larplaa  fund 2,839  40 

3,116  20 

Medical  and  hoepital  department,  1875. 

r  l.l*76.b»l»iioeonhand 1,938  10 

e3u,  1877,  Fafanded  dniing  the  year 63  63 

Total 1,981  TS 

t^',  1877,dUbot»d  daring  tile  year (144  47 

'30, 1877,  to  be  carried  toeorpiuB  fund 1,837  35 

1.981  78 
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Tolal Ta,  993  61 

le  30, 1877,  dJebm-Bed  diiriDg  Ibe  jear TS,7I6  7T 


itedical  and  Aotpifaf  drparlment,  1?77. 

Ang.18, 187B.  appropriated  by  act  of  July  34,  leTB Vh.mai 

Mar.  14,1377,  approprisWd  by  art  of  Marcli  :t,  la77 i5,H»i"l 

JuDeSO,  1877,  rel'uDUed  diitiug  tbe  year Ib'S 

Total m.r^i 

DUburaed  daring  tbe  year  for —  ' 

Medical  and  hospital aupplitia tll^,491  96 

KxpenaeH  of  purvey ing  depolB .  7,593  07 

Pay  of  employ^ 34,406  01 

Medical  attendanoe,  Dnrsiiig,  dco .... 8,049  07         ' 

Medical  attendance,  narBing,  for  aigDnl-secTice 1,574  67 

MiacellaQeoDB  cxneDBes ..... 4,785  63 

June  30, 1877,  balance  remain iDg '30,  Si  I 


Mii*e>i>n  and  library,  1676. 

Dd 

iDg  tbe  year 

ifmwm  and  library,  1S77. 

AppTopriated  by  act  of  Julj  24,  1876 

DmbniBod  daring  the  year , 

Jane  30, 1677,  balance  remaining 

Medical  and  Surgical  Hiitory.     I\ral  tdiUon, 


Disbarsed  during  the  yeai .. 

Jnne  30,  1877,  balance  remaining 

Medical  and  Surgical  Entorg.    Stoond  adilion. 

Jnly  1, 1876,  balnoceon  hand 

Transferred  to  Bret  editioo $10,000  00 

Diaborsed  doriiiK  the  year IO,e!!l  80 

Transferred  to  United  Statea  Treaaorer 3,993  21 


*  This  entire  balance  ia  reqniied  to  meet  obligations  contracted  prior  t«  Jul  j- 1. 1* 
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Artificial  limit,  18T7. 

iHTopruled  by  Mt  of  Marcli  23,  1876: 

Arrnj  ponsiona $50,0110  00 

NavjpeDihaiu 2,000  00 

Ap|iropii»(edby  actof  MiMi;h  3, 1877 212,947  00 

8364,947  00 

lli.-huraMldnrinf(  the  year 201,i«l5  32 

Twmftrred  to  U.  S.  TresBurer 84  85 

801,830  17 

JniK  30,  IS?:,  balance  reraaining 63,116  83 

.'■•rjMUj  appliancn  /or  the  retii/ nf  peiiom  diiabled  in  Ihe  militars  or  narnJ  terrice. 

%fr((fial«d  Jnly  24,  1876 J5,000  00 

UiiliDiBHl  during  the  ye«r lil  50 

'ii!it.W,ltf77,  balance  remaining '....         4,673  50 

*ii"unl  eipendiMl  under  tUe  act  of  May  88,  1872,  to  provide  for  fnrnish- 

lugtnuMS  to  ruptured  Doldiers 2,930  CO 

AETIFICtAL  LIMBS  AND  APPLTANCE8 

Tli«  nDmber  of  injaries  for  vbicb  artificial  limbs  orcomuiutation  was 

lokind.    By  canimDtatian 


^piraing  for  aroia . 
I^rslaaforle^.. 


't  nill  tliuii  be  seen  that  the  ratio  of  those  who  received  limbs  in  kiad 
those  v/ho  elected  to  receive  commatation  was  1  to  13.557,  the  ratio 
iniig  the  previous  year  having  been  1  to  6.147. 

'Hie  following  cases  were  presented  for  relief  of  persons  disabled  io 
»« than  one  limb  :  Seven  cases  of  ampatation  of  both  legs,  five  of 
lb  arms,  two  of  one  leg  and  one  arm,  one  of  one  leg  and  one  foot,  one 
une  arm  aud  one  hand,  one  of  one  leg  amputated  and  one  arm  disa- 
h1.  three  of  one  arm  ampntated  and  the  other  disabled,  twenty-two  of 
lb  ]egs  disabled,  eight  of  one  leg  aud  one  arm  disabled,  and  two  of 
■ability  of  both  legs  and  both  arms. 

iLTH  OP   THE  AHMY  DURING  THE  FISCAL  YEAU  ENDISa  JONB  30, 
1877. 

lie  iQoutbly  reiwrtaof  sick  and  wonnded  received  at  tbis  oGQce,  op 

August  4,  represent  an  average  mean  Etrength  of  23,284  white  and 

lo  i.'olored  troops. 

imong  the  tchite  iroopg,  the  total  nnmber  of  cases  of  all  kinds  re- 

M  as  taken  on  the  Hick-list  was  40,171,  being  at  the  rate  of  1,725 

I.UUO  of  mean  strength.    (This  is  aboat  seven  entries  on  sick-report 

OK  the  year  to  every  four  men.)    Of  this  number,  34,531,  or  1,482 

l.(HM)  of  strength,  were  taken  on  sick-report  for  disease,  and  6,C50,  or 

per  ],000   of  strength,  for  wounds,  accidents,  and  injuries  of  all 

■<- 

If  average  nomber  constantly  on  sick-report  daring  the  year  was 

i  I,  Google 
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1,02G,  or  44  per  1,000  of  mean  streogtb.  Of  tliese,  793,  or  34  per  1,000 
of  Htreugtb,  were  constaotly  ander  treatoieut  for  disease,  aod  233, or  10 
per  1,000  of  (ttreogtb,  for  woauds,  accidents,  and  injuries. 

The  total  namber  of  deaths  reported  from  all  causes  was  2C0,  or  11  per 
1,000  of  mean  strength.  Of  these,  180,  or  S  per  1,000  of  strength,  died 
of  disease,  and  80,  or  3  per  1,000  of  strungth,  of  irounds,  accidents,  and 
injnries. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  from  all  causes  to  cases  treated  was  1  to  155. 

Tb3  total  number  of  white  soldiers  reported  to  have  betu  discharged 
the  service  on  "  surgeon's  certiHcate  of  disability  "  was  747,  or  3i  jwr 
1,000  of  meno  strengtb. 

Amoug  tbe  ooIotmI  troops,  tbe  total  nnmber  of  cases  of  all  kinds  re- 
ported was  4,348,  being  at  the  rale  of  2,005  per  1,000  of  mean  strengtb. 
Of  these,  3,770,  or  1,821  per  1,000  of  meau  strength,  were  cases  of  dis- 
ease, and  069,  or  274  jwr  1,000  of  strength,  were  wounds,  accidents,  and 
iujaries. 

The  average  number  constantly  on  sickreiiort  was  99,  or  48  per  1,000 
of  meau  strength,  of  whom  77,  or  37  per  1,000,  were  under  treatmeut 
for  disease,  and  22,  or  1 1  per  1,000,  fur  wounds,  accidents,  and  injuries. 

Tbe  total  number  of  deaths  reported  from  all  causes  was  32,  or  lo  per 
1.000  of  mean  strength.  Of  these,  15,  or  7  per  1,000  of  mean  strengtb, 
died  of  disease,  and  17,  or  8  per  1,000,  of  wounds,  accidents,  and  injuries. 
The  proportion  of  deaths  from  all  causes  to  cases  treated  was  1  to  136. 

The  total  number  of  colored  soldiers  reported  tobavebeen  discharged 
on  "surgeon's  certificate  of  disability"  was  58,  or  28  i>er  1,000  of  mean 
strength. 

YELLOW  FEVEE. 

Yellow  fever  made  its  appearance  in  the  city  of  Savannah,  Ga., 
daring  August,  187fi,  and  jirevailed  for  several  months,  causing  87G 
deaths  among  the  citizens.  Company  D,  Fifth  Artillery — 43  officers  and 
men — then  stationed  at  Oglethorpe  Barracks,  was  withdrawn  Augnst 
29,  and  went  into  camp  at  station  Foor-and-a-half  on  the  Georgia  Cen- 
tral Ksilroad  (in  Screven  County),  forty-six  milea  northwest  from  tbe 
city.  This  movement  was  successful  in  preserving  it  from  tbe  ravages 
of  the  epidemic.  Bnt  two  cases,  both  of  which  terminated  in  recovery, 
are  reported  to  have  occnrred  in  camp.  On  tbe  other  band,  a  noD-com- 
missioned  officer  left  on  dnty  at  the  barracks,  as  well  as  a  noii -com mis- 
sioned officer  and  a  private,  soldier  of  the  signal -service  on  duty  in  Sa- 
vannah, were  attacked  by  the  fever  and  all  die<I.  Also,  a  non-comuiis' 
sioned  officer  of  tbe  signal  service,  stationed  on  Tybee  Island,  at  the 
mouth  of  tbe  Savannah  Itiver,  contracted  the  disease,  probably,  it  is 
reported,  by  visiting  the  infected  city,  but  fortunately  recovered.  The 
epidemic  having  subsided,  the  command  returned  to  Oglethorpe  Bar- 
racks November  23. 

WOBK  PEBFOEIIED  IN   THE  HECOKD  AND  PEH8IOH  DIVISION. 

The  total  number  of  official  demands  upon  this  diviaiou  during  the 
fiscal  year  for  information  as  to  the  cause  ofdoath  in  the  case  of  deceased 
soldiers,  and  the  hospital-recordof  invalids,  was  20,428.  Tbe  nnmber  ot 
cases  reniaioiiig  unanswered  at  tbe  close  of  the  previous  year  in  conse- 
quence of  insuScient  clerical  force  to  make  the  necessary  searohes.  was 
12,919 ;  so  that  the  total  number  of  cases  to  be  searched  during  the  year 
was  ;*3,347.  Of  the  new  cases,  16,616  were  IVom  tbe  Oouimissioner  of 
Feiisions,  3,474  fVom  the  Adjutant-tieneral  of  the  Army,  ami  33tt  fruoi 
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miscellaoeous  soarces.  Search  was  made  and  replies  furoisbed  to  the 
proi>er  antborilicj  in  14,050  cases,  viz:  10,976  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Pensions,  3,335  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  and  339  to  miscel- 
Iftueoos  sonrces.  In  other  words,  it  was  not  possible  with  the  clerical 
force  of  Hie  division  to  malce  search  and  give  replies  in  one-half  the 
cases  as  to  which  information  wns  desired,  and,  as  a  consequence,  18,697 
cases  remained  ansearched  on  the  1st  of  Joly,  1877,  a  number  of  cases 
representing  rather  more  than  a  year  and  a  quartet's  work  for  tlie  cler- 
ical force  then  employed.  • 

This  condition  of  a&airs  is  lit  every  way  deplorable.  Its  anavoidable 
conseqnence  has  been  tliat  the  just  claims  of  the  famtlies  of  soldiers 
dead  or  disabled  dnrinp  tbe  war  and  referred  to  this  office  for  informa- 
tion indispensable  at  once  to  protect  the  government  and  the  claimant, 
tnnst  wait  for  rather  more  than  a  year  and  a  qnarler  before  their  turn 
is  reached. 

iNor  can  it  be  hoped  that  a  solution  of  the  difficulty  is  to  be  found  ia 
noy  very  speedy  diminution  in  the  number  of  demands  annually  made  on 
this  office.  The  number  received  dnring  the  past  year  is,  it  is  true,  sev- 
eral thousand  less  than  the  number  received  during  tbe  previous  year, 
bnl  it  is  nevertheless  rather  greater  than  the  average  number  received 
annnallr  dnring  the  past  seven  years,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
table : 

A'aMttr  «/  offidal  tfcManiif  for  in/bnnaMoii. 

I^IscbI  year  ending  Jnne  !tO,  ltf70 2-^,5*^5 

FiBCal  year  ending  JuneSO,  187X IS.  (M4 

FiBcal  year  eadiof;  June  30,  18J8 19,237 

Fiscal  yearendiiiK  Jnne  30,  1873 16,601 

Fiacal  jearrndiuK  Juue  30, 1W4 17,9fj7 

FiaclyeareodiDK  Jnne30,  l«-5 20,332 

Fistal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 23,406 

Number  received  daring  seven  yeUH 141,06*2 

Annual  avenge 2(J,2tW 

It  is  my  duty  to  call  attention  to  tbe  fact  that  tbe  efficiency  of  tbe 
pension  division  of  this  office  baa  been  serionsly  impaired  by  tbe  reduc- 
tion of  clerical  force  made  in  July,  1874,  and  October,  1876.  Tbe  namber 
of  clerks  and  stewards  employed  in  the  division  dnringthe  fiscal  year  end- 
ing Jnne  30,  1874,  was  94,  They  searched  aiidsentoutrepliesin  18,535 
cases,  leaving  only  975  on  hand  nnanswered  at  tbe  close  of  the  fiscal 
year.  In  other  words,  the  division  was  then  only  about  three  weeks  be- 
hind its  work,  which  waa  satisfactorily  discharged  without  unnecessary 
delay.  The  reduction  of  force,  which  took  efi'ect  July  1,  1874,  dimin- 
ished the  number  of  clerks  to  06;  and  as  thenumber  of  demands  for  in- 
formation did  not  diminish,  the  work  began  to  fall  steadily  behindhand. 
July  1, 1870,  Ihe  number  of  cases  remaining  unanswered  was  12,019; 
□evertbeleas,  October  10, 1870,  aimther  redaction  of  clerical  force  went 
into  effect,  still  further  diminishing  the  number  of  clerks  to  40.  The 
inevitable  result,  in  spite  of  the  most  strenuous  efforts,  has  been  the 
very  large  nnmber  of  cases  now  reported  as  awaiting  action.        • 

Congress  at  its  last  session  authorized  the  S  cretaiy  of  War  to  detail 
20  enlisted  men  for  clerical  work  in  thin  office.  This  act  went  into  effect 
July  1, 1877.  The  assistance  thus  afforded  will  oertainly  Ih>  very  con- 
siderable, as  will  nndonbtedly  appear  in  the  re[xirt  for  the  next  fiscal 
year;  bat  it  is  my  duty  to  point  out  that  this  nddilional  force  is  not 
sDfficient  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  case.  All  that  can  be  bope<l  is, 
that  if  the  number  of  demands  on  tbe  nfDce  continues  about  the  same 
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AS  the  average  num1>er  received  anntially  for  tbe  last  sereu  yefira,  tbe 
number  of  replies  will  approximate  the  oamber  of  deinauds  made,  so 
tbat  the  division  will  not  fall  much  further  behindhand  in  its  work;  but 
it  Ciiunot  recover  the  lost  ground  with  the  clerieal  force  now  allowed; 
and  every  consideratiou  of  jaalice  aud  economy  makes  it  bo  desirable 
tbat  it  should  do  so,  tbat  I  earnestly  recommeud  tbe  employment  of  30 
additional  clerks  of  class  1  for  so  long  a  time  ss  may  be  necessary  to 
enable  the  division  to  dispose  promptly  of  tbe  work  now  in  arrears. 

Besides  the  foregoing,  the  following  current  work  was  necessarily 
performed  by  tbe  record  aud  pension  division  during  tbe  fiscal  year. 
2,711  monthly  reports  of  sick  and  wounded  were  received  from  the  med- 
ical ofiicerfl  iu  charge  of  the  various  posts  and  stations.  These  hare 
been  ezamiued,  consolidated  on  statistical  sheets  for  reference,  and  tbe 
deaths  aud  discbarges  entered  in  tbe  alphabetical  registers. 

One  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  monthly  meteorological 
reports  were  received  from  medical  officers,  abstracts  of  which  bare 
been  entered  in  tbe  appropriate  record-books  for  reference,  and  tbe 
origiuHlii  transmitted  to  tbe  Chief  Signal-Officer  of  the  Army. 

Seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight  reports  of  tbe  examination  of  recraits 
were  received  and  filed,  it  not  being  possible  with  the  present  clerical 
force  to  undertake  their  discussion. 

mvjsioM  or  surgical  becoeds. 

The  continuation  of  the  hostilities  of  many  of  the  Indian  tribes,  scat- 
tered over  a  vast  exteut  of  territory,  has  greatly  augmented  tbe  uumber 
of  tbe  surgical  reports  of  medical  offiiiers  accompanyiug  the  troops  od 
scouts  and  expeditions,  and  has  largely  increased  the  clerical  work  of 
this  division.  Too  much  praise  oaunot  be  bestowed  on  the  medical 
ofBcers  for  tbe  minuteness  of  detail  of  these  reports,  and  the  promptuesa 
with  which  they  have  been  forwarded  to  this  office,  even  under  the  most 
adverse  circnmstances. 

Five  thoasand  six  liuudred  aud  fifty  names  were  reported  in  Class  T  of 
the  monthly  reports  of  sick  aud  wounded,  as  cnsea  of  wounds,  aci-idents. 
and  injuries.  Ninety-seven  deaths  from  violence,  mainly  from  wounds  re- 
ceived in  action, occurred ;  a  proportion  of  3.S  per  1,000  of  mean  strength 
of  the  Army  recorded  on  monthly  reports  of  sick  and  wounded. 

Three  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  surgical  reimrta  were  re- 
ceived from  the  jMists  and  detachments  of  the  Army,  Of  these,  1,430 
were  regular  quarterly  reports,  164  special  surgical  reports,  and  1,551 
miscellaneous  reports.    All  were  examined,  classified,  and  indexed. 

As  in  the  preceding  year  quite  a  number  of  Indian  engagements  oc- 
curred, and  detailed  reports  of  such  engagements  were  received  from— 
1.  Asst.  Surg.  J.  P.  Kimball,  who  reported  1  man  of  tbe  Twenty  seconii 
Infantry  wounded  at  Powder  River,  Montana,  July  29, 1876.  2.  Acting 
Asst.  Surg.  J.  Beagles  reports  an  engagement  at  Bed  Bock  Canon, 
Arizona,  August  IB,  i87Cj  1  man  wounded.  3,  Snrg,  B.  A.  Clements, 
medical  director  of  Big  Horn  and  Yellowstone  expedition,  reports  au 
engagement  at  Slim  Buttes,  Dakota,  September  9,  lST6j  16  men 
wounded.  4.  Surg.  G.  Perin,  medical  director  Department  of  the  Mis-- 
Bouri,  reports  an  engagement  at  Florida  Mountain,  New  Mexico,  Septem- 
ber 15,  1876;  1  man  of  Company  F,  Ninth  Cavalry,  wounded.  5.  Asst 
Surg.  L.  S.  Tesson  reports  an  engagement  at  Cedar  Creek,  MontariH, 
October  21,  1876;  2  men  of  the  Fifth  Infantry  wounded.  €.  Acting 
Asst.  Surg,  Charles  T.  Gibson  reports  an  engagement  at  Spring  Creek, 
Montana,  October  15,  1876;  3   men  of  the  Seventeenth  and  Twenty- 
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secoBd  Infantry  were  wounded,  7.  Asst  Surg,  J.  11.  Gibson  rei>orta  an 
engftgement  at  Baten's  Creek,  or  l^orth  Fork  of  Powder  Hirer,  Novem- 
ber 25,  1S76;  27  men  wonnded.  8,  Acting  Asst,  Surg.  S,  A,  Freeman 
reports  aa  engagement  at  Lardendorf  Mountains,  New  Mexico,  Jannarr 
9.  1877;  1  man  of  Company  C,  Indian  Scouts,  wounded,  9.  Surg,  H.  R. 
Tilton  reports  a  flgbt  at  Wolf  Mountain,  Dakotn,  Jannary  3,  1377;  1 
man  killed,  and  January  8, 1877, 1  man  killed  and  3  men  wonnded.  10. 
Asst.  Surg.  P.  R.  Brown  reports  a  Bglit  at  Little  Muddy  Creek,  Montana, 
May?,  1877;  i  men  killed  and  10  wounded.  11,  Capt.P.  L.Lee,TeDth 
Cavalry,  roports  a  skirmish  with  Comanche  Indians  at  Lake  Qnemado, 
May  4,  1877 ;  1  man  killed.  13,  Surg,  IL  It,  TiltOD  reports  an  engage- 
ment at  Tongoe  Eiver,  Montana,  June  17,  1877;  1  man  of  the  Fifth  In- 
fantry wounded,  13.  The  severest  engagement  during  the  past  fiscal 
year  occonrred  on  White  Bird  C»ilon,  Idaho  Territory,  June  17,  1377. 
Two  companies  of  the  First  Cavalry,  numbering  93  men,  were  engaged, 
and  sastaiued  a  loss  of  33  killed  and  2  wounded.  In  addition,  a  lieuten- 
ant of  the  Twenty-first  Infantry,  who  had  been  temporarily  detached 
from  bis  company  at  Fort  Lapwai  to  accompany  the  expedition,  was 
killed  in  this  engagement.    Reported  by  Asst.  Surg,  J.  A.  Fitzgerald: 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  4,093  surgical 
cases  had  been  collected  for  a  report  of  sargical  cases  treated  in  tbo 
Army  since  the  dale  of  the  publication  of  Circular  No,  3,  War  Depart- 
ment, Sargeon-(ieneral's  Office,  Washington,  August  17, 1371,  To  these 
have  been  added,  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  1,559  cases,  making  a  total 
of  5,653  cases  now  tabulated.  Of  this  large  number  of  surgic^  cases, 
2,063  are  injuries  of  tbe  head  and  neck,  455  injuries  of  the  trunk,  1,551 
injuries  of  the  extremities,  including  311  amputations  and  24  excisions, 
aud  1,581  were  miscellaneous  injuries. 

Surgical  gtatislics  of  the  war. — Histories  of  227,098  surgical  cases 
and  of  40,502  operations,  a  total  of  207,000  cases,  had  been  tabulated  at 
tbe  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1870.  During  the  year  end- 
ing June  30, 1877,  210  cases  of  wounds  and  injuries  and  75  cases  of 
operations  have  been  added,  aggregating  267,885  cases  now  reported. 
From  various  sources,  such  as  correspondence  with  surgeons  who  served 
daring  the  war,  from  articles  published  in  surgical  journals,  from  re|)orts 
of  pension  examiners,  &c.,  additional  information  was  added  to  1,077 
eases.  In  response  to  inquiries.  Indexes  were  searched  in  253  cases,  and 
4,477  names  added  to  the  indexes.  Three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  cases  were  searched  in  the  record  and  pension  division  and 
2,843  in  the  Pension  Office. 

Letters  were  written  to  medical  officers  requesting  the  transmission 
of  specimens  in  cases  where  an  examination  of  the  reports  of  operations 
or  autopsies  indicated  that  pathological  material  of  value  might  have 
been  preserved  but  not  forwarded.  In  answer  to  26  letters,  5  specimens 
were  received  at  the  Museum,  Additional  information  of  427  specimeti 
bistories  was  found  and  recorded,  and  in  44  instances  specimens  were 
identified  and  complete  bistories  filed  with  them. 

ARMY    URDICAL   MUSEUM. 

SurgUal  tecHim. 

Spi-oiinenaiDtheMaaeam  Julf  1, 1ST6 6,620 

SpMiuens  io  theMuaeam  Jalj  1,  LS77 G,776 

luerease  iIotIdk  the  year 166 
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Mtdioal  ttction. 

SpecimeDsio  tbe  Hatenm  Jnl;  \,1916 i.JSTi 

8pecii»eDS  in  tbeMuseamJaljr  ),  1UT7 I,r6 

locroMe  darlog  tbe  ;«ar £1 

Mierotoopkal  lection. 

SpeciineHBin  the  Mnseum  July  1,1876 7,M 

BJieclmeDB  iu  tho  Musuam  Ja\j  1,1877 7,L£ 


iDoreBBe during  the  year. 


Anatotttical  lection. 


SpecinisDi  in  tbe  Mntoom  Joty  1,1876 \,^ 

Specimena  Id  Uiu  MuBcuu  Jul;  1,1877 1,^ 

iDcrsaee  during  tbe  year i* 

Sention  «/  eompanHre  lauUomg, 

Specimenain  tbe  MQBeiimJnly  1,1976 ! IM 

SpecimoQii  id  the  Museum  July  1, 1877 l.i* 

Incresse  dnrioK  the  year f 

MitctUaneotit  Mctimi. 

Speoimena  in  the  mnseum  July  1,  1W6 .... >! 

Specimeos  in  the  muaeam  July  1, 1877 V 

loctesse  dnnog  the  year II 

Ten  sargGona,  22  assistant  siirgeoDs,  0  actiug  assiBtant  sorgeoo!, 
hoB pi tal- stewards,  4  liQe-officers,  and  H  civil  practitioners  coutribalti 
sped  mens  to  the  Army  Medical  Muaeain.  Sixty-one  thousand  four  hoc 
dred  and  forty  visitors  were  registered  at  the  museaoi. 

Four  hundred  and  eighty-two  negatives  and  1,060  photographic  print 
of  surgical  subjects  were  made.  Five  hundred  and  eighty-eight  phou 
graphic  prints  wereiliBtributed,  and  2  Indian  crania  were  sent  to  Pro 
B.  Yirchow,  of  Berlin,  and  onu  Indian  cranium  was  sent  to  the  Fealwd 
Museum,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

UBBABY. 

About  1,000  volumes  and  2,000  pamphlets  hare  been  added  lo  it 
library  during  the  past  year.  The  work  of  catalogniug  the  origin' 
papers  in  medical  journals  and  transactions  has  been  completed  todat' 
for  all  of  this  class  of  literature  which  the  library  has  been  able  to  obuu 
and  the  classifying  these  titles  under  the  proper  sabject  headings,  an 
combining  them  with  titles  of  books,  in  order  to  form  a  complete  ind^i  1 
the  collection,  has  been  effected  to  a  great  estenL 

I  resiiectt'ully  renew  the  recommendation  made  in  my  previous  repor 
that  Congress  should  authorize  the  printing  of  this  catalo;^e  by  tb 
Government  Printer.  Its  preparation  has  required  much  labor,  and  < 
its  utility  to  the  medical  profession,  if  made  accessible  to  them,  tbei 
can  he  no  doubt.  The  expression  of  opinion  by  physicians  of  this  an 
other  countries  is  unanimous  upon  this  point. 

MEDICAL  AND   SDBOICAL   HISTOBT  OF   THE  WAB  AlfD    OTHBB  FrBL 
OATIOMB. 

The  work  of  stereotyping  the  medical  volnme  of  Part  It  of  the  M.'d 
cal  History  of  tbe  War  was  commenced  in  January,  1877,  Surg.  J.  • 
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Woodward,  tlie  officer  in  charge  of  that  wort,  having  previonsly  been 
ocoDpied  by  hid  datiea  in  connection  with  the  Centennial  Exbibition. 
Between  that  time  and  July  30,  335  pages  were  stereotyped,  and  it  is 
confidently  expected  that  the  rolnme  wilt,be  ready  for  issae  before  the 
close  of  the  present  fiscal  year. 

A  second  edition  of  5,000  copies  of  Part  II,  Yol.  II,  of  the  Medical 
and  Snrgical  History  of  the  War  of  the  BebellioD  was  completed  under 
the  snpervisiOD  of  Asst.  Snrg.  Q.  A.  Otis.  One  hnndred  and  thirty-fire 
drawings  on  wood  and  136  engravings  were  made  for  the  third  surgical 
volume  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  War,  and  50  pages 
of  that  volnme  wore  put  in  type,  of  which  21  pages  were  stereotyped. 

A  Report  on  the  Transport  of  Sick  and  Wonuded  by  Pack  Animals, 
32  pages,  qaarto,  was  prepared  aqd  printed  under  the  same  editorial 
super  vision. 

MISCl'Xl^MEOUe. 

The  requirements  of  the  Army  as  to  medical  officers  during  the  past 
year  baa  been  as  follows : 

N  amber  of  permanent  posta...  .■ - ..........  161 

Namberof  temporary  poatB  and  Bobstatians 8 

Total 16& 

Nambet  of  militaiy  eipeditionii  iu  the  field  during  the  year 15 

These  expeditions  rpqntred  the  services  of  55  medical  officers.  There 
were  also  65  medical  officers  reported  to  this  office  as  being  on  duty  with 
scon  ting-parties. 

The  Army  medical  board  couTcned  in  N'ew  York  City  continued  its 
session  until  December  28,  1876,  and  from  the  time  of  my  last  annual 
report  until  that  date  13  candidates  for  appointment  in  the  Medical 
Corps  of  the  Army  were  examined ;  of  whom  2  were  found  qualified  and 
approved,  and  were  appointed  and  commissioned  assistant  surgeons 
Jannary  9, 1877. 

The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  total  work  performed  by  the 
Army  medical  boards  convened  in  San  Francisco  and  ^ew  York  City 
August  i,  1874,  by  orders  from  the  War  Department: 


Number  of  aaaiHtaiit  Hnrgeoiu  examined  for  promotion . 60 

Number  of  candidates  for  appointment  in  the  Medical  Corps  invited  to  appear  for 

examination ....  237 

Noml>er  of  candidates  found  qualiGed-... ..... .     Si' 

Number  of  candidates  njeoted - --. 76 

Number  of  candidates  physicallf  disrioalifliid ■ 11 

Namberof  candidates  who  withdrew  after  partial  examination 49 

Total  number  examined ..-. .. ....... 188 

Namberof  candidates  who  failed  to  appear  for  examination SO 

Namberof  oandidateewbodeclineid  to  appear  fur  eiamination 39 

Total  Dumber  ioTlted  but  not  esamioed A9 

(The  board  in  Sao  Francisco  was  dissolved  Jannary  2S,  1875,  and  that 
in  Sev  York  City  December  28, 1876.) 

At  the  date  of  my  last  report  there  were  4  vacancies  iu  the  grade  of 
assistant  sargeon.  Dnring  the  past  year  1  surgeon  with  the  rank  of  col- 
onel has  been  retired ;  1  surgeon  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  1  assistant 
medical  purveyor  (lientenant-colonel),!  surgeon  with  the  rank  of  major, 
and  3  assistant  surgeons  have  died  ;  1  surgeon  with  the  rank  of  major 
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and  1  assistaut  snrgeon  have  resigned,  and  1  assistant  surgeon  has  beeu 
dismissed;  1  assistflnt  medical  purveyor (lieat^nant-colonel)  has  been 
promoted  ta  surgeon  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  I  sargeou  with  the  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel  has  beeQ  promoted  to  colonel,  2  surgeons  with  the 
rank  of  major  have  been  promoted  to  assistant  medical  purveyors  (liea- 
ten ant-colonels),  1  surgeon  with  the  rank  of  major  has  been  promoted  to 
lienteuaDt-uoloi]el,aad  5  assistant  surgeons  have  been  promoted  to  sar- 
geou with  the  rank  of  major ;  leaving  at  present  12  vacancies  in  the 
grade  of  assistant  surgeons. 

J.  K.  BARNES, 
Surgeon-General^  U.  8.  A. 
To  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  Wak. 
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REPORT 

THE  PAYMASTER-GENEEAl. 


Office  of  Paymaster-General,  U.  S.  A., 

Waahington,  October  10, 1877. 
Sib  :  I  bare  the  honor  to  snbmit  my  aunnal  report  of  the  traoBactioDS 
of  the  Pay  Departmeiit  of  the  Army  for  the  fiscal  year  eadiog  Jud6 
JO,  1877. 

i  append  tabniar  statementa  in  detail  showiDg  the  flacal  operations  of 
the  department  for  that  year,  coocisely  stated  aa  follows : 

RECeiPrS   iSJt  DISBCRSEUENTB   DURINO  TUB   FISCAL   TEAR   RHDIXO  JDME  30,  1877. 

UancsiD  hands  of  pavmuters  Jul;  1,1876 41,691,640  71 

tmount  received  from  Treasury . .. 13,601,600  00 

Uiniiat  of  Boldiera'depoalta  received 3'-28,5S!i  05 

Inoont  of  pftjrmaBten'  eoUeotioDs 559,539  94 

Total  to  be  WMJOonted  for 16,181,365  74 

Accoonted  for  as  follows : 

i:sbara«inenti : 

To  reeaUr  Array <13,904,741  73 

To  Military  Academy 319,492  29 

To  *aloiit«eraooTrea8ury  certiOofttea....* 515,869  01 

Total  d [■barge men t« 13,639,093  03 

iirplaa  fondn  deposited  in  Trnasnr; — . 190,415  46 

'ajmaatBrs'coUeotiona  deposited  in  Treainry 559,539  98 

lalancA  in  hands  of  paymaatera  Judu  30, 1877,  to  be  accoonted  for  in 

next  report 1.798,317  « 

ToUl  acoonntod for 16,181,365  74 

I  deaire  again  to  call  atteotion  to  the  clanae  of  the  act  of  Jaly  24, 

876,  providing  for  mileage  at  eight  cents  per  mile  being  paid  to  ofBcers 

laveling  nnder  orders,  which  forbids  payment  of  mileage  for  travel 

■OD  any  railroad  on  which  the  troops  of  the  [Joited  -States  are  entitled 

the  trsDsported  free  of  charge."    There  arefifty  of  theae  roads  accord- 

ig  to  the  list  fnrniahed  by  the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasary,  and 

kbliabed  in  General  Orders  No.  97,  of  September  8,  1876,  and  they 

feacb  a  total  length  of  aboat  8,000  miles.    OfBcers  must  obtain  trans- 

IrtatioD  orders   in   advance  before  traveling  over  them,  bat   these 

Ivbrace  only  railroad  fare,  which  forms  only  a  portion  of  the  expenses 

/travel.    The  mileage  should  be  restored  to  the  former  long-established 

4d  Juat  rate  of  ten  cents  a  mile,  for  eight  cents  is  quite  inadequate, 

^pecM//y  taking  into  consideration  the  travel  on  those  so-called  "free 

hmds,''    Those  roads  lie  mainly  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  greater 

hrtioo  of  tbe  travel,  under  orders,  of  ofQcers  of  the  Army  is  in  the 

^^^  region. 
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The  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  IToited  Stntes,  in  October, 
1376,  in  the  coses  of  the  Lake  Superior  aud  Mississippi  Itailroad  Gom- 
panyaod  the  Atchiaon,  Topeka  and  Santa  F6  Railroad  Company  w. 
United  States,  appealed  from  the  Conrt  of  Claims,  was  favorable  to 
those  roads.  The  law  had  provided  that  "they  shall  be  and  remain 
public  highways  for  the  Qse  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
free  from  toll  or  other  charge  upon  the  transportation  of  any  property 
or  troops  of  the  Ciitted  States." 

The  decision  said  (see  page  6  of  the  printed  decision  furnished  by 
the  clerk  of  the  court),  "  VVe~Are  of  opinioD  that  the  reservation  in 
question  seeares  to  the  government  only  a  free  ase  of  the  railroads 
concerned,  and  that  it  does  not  entitle  the  government  to  have  troops 
or  property  transported  by  the  companies  over  their  respective  roads 
free  of  charge  for  transporting  the  same." 

The  principle  involved  in  this  decision  would  thus  properly  extend 
not  only  to  the  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi  Railroad  Company  and 
to  the  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  F^  Railroad  Company,  but  to  all 
roads  with  reference  to  which  similar  language  had  been  ased  in  the 
acts  of  Congress. 

Accordingly,  on  the  25th  January,  1877,  I  inclosed  a  copy  of  the 
above  decision  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  recommending  that  the  question 
be  referred  to  the  Second  Comptroller,  to  ascertain  if  the  list  of  free 
roads  over  which  mileage  could  not  be  paid  shoald  not  now  be  reduced. 
I  claimed  that  all  roads  whose  charters  indnded  the  words  above  quoted 
could,  in  equity,  no  longer  be  considered  as  "free  roads,"  as  they 
became  entitled  to  freight,  although  the  amonnt  of  the  same  has  not 
yet  been  ascertained,  which  qnestion  may  require  further  legislation. 
They  certainly  were  no  longer  tree  roads,  or,  in  the  language  of  the  act 
of  July  24, 1876,  roads  over  which  the  *'  troops  of  the  United  States  are 
entitltxl  to  be  transported  free  of  charge." 

I  maintained  that  the  real  effect  of  this  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
would  be  to  reduce  the  list  of  free  roads  to  the  thirteen  named  on  page 
lU  of  General  Orders  ^o.  98  of  1Sh2,  Concerning  these  roads  the  lan- 
guage of  the  acts  creating  them  is  clear  and  andisputed,  iu  compelling 
the  free  transportation  o('  the  property  or  troops  of  the  United  States. 

But  the  Second  Comptroller,  in  his  letter  of  February  7, 1877,  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  (copy  of  which  is  appended,  marked  "B"),  takes  a  dif- 
ferent view,  and  decides  that  the  list  of  free  roads  given  in  General  Or- 
ders ISo.  97,  of  1876,  should  remain  unchanged  until  further  legislatioo- 

Therefore  I  have  redoubled  reason  to  urge  the  entire  repeal  of  the 
provision  forbidding  the  payment  of  mileage  for  travel  over  free  roads 
Mileage  is  a  substitute  for  "actual  traveling  expenses;"  a  plan  always 
interpreted  as  giving  more  than  tbe  bare  railroad  or  stage  fare.  The 
accident  that  a  road  is  a  free  road  in  no  way  weakens  the  claim  of  tbe 
officer  for  eome  allowance  beyond  the  mere  railroad  tiokeL  I  have  had 
abundant  evidence  of  the  hardship  of  this  rule  in  letters  from  points  on 
the  frontier  to  the  War  Department,  sent  to  this  bureau,  setting  forth 
clearly  that  eight  cents  a  mile  is  insufficient,  especially  where  there  are 
free  roads  on  the  route. 

In  ihy  last  three  annual  reports,  commencing  with  that  of  October, 
1871, 1  have  advocated  legislation  to  establish  an  annuity  scheme  for 
the  benefit  of  tbe  hetra  of  officers  of  the  Army.  The  last  two  annual 
messages  of  the  President,  and  the  last  two  annual  reports  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  spoke  in  commendatory  terms  of  it.  I  most  now  re-en- 
force my  former  recommendations.  As  for  precedents,  if  they  are 
needed,  I  have  chanced  to  kuowof  two,  "au  army  widows' fund"  of  the 
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Oermao  Oovemment,  aod  a  navy  fund  in  the  Brazilian  navy  (estab- 
lished in  1795)j  formed  by  the  deduction  of  one  day's  pay  in  every  month. 
But  they  are  fandamen tally  differout  from  Colonel  Fry'a  scheme,  which 
I  have  advocated,  in  that  they  were  compnlsory,  whereas  thelatter  is  to 
be  carried  out  by  the  volnutary  action  of  the  olUcers ;  and  thus  is  more 
in  harmony  with  American  ideas. 

At  the  risk  of  some  repetition  I  nili  place  in  an  appendix  (A)  to  this 
report  a  riaum4  of  the  language  used  by  me  on  this  topic  in  my  last 
three  annual  reports,  viz,  those  for  1874, 1875,  and  1876.  The  last  two 
were  partly  written  to  answer  questions  which  had  arisen.  I  also  ap- 
pend a  copy  of  the  last  form  in  which  a  bill  for  it  has  been  presented, 
viz,  S.  1227,  offered  by  Senator  Btirnside  in  the  Senate,  February  6, 1877. 
Concerning  this  I  will  note  that  its  operation  is  limited  to  officers  "less 
than  sixty  years  of  age  and  of  healthy  lives."  It  might  be  said  that 
these  restrictions  could  have  been  inserted  in  the  regulations  to  execute 
the  plan  which  the  Secretary  of  War  would  be  authorized  to  adopt. 
But  experience  shows  that  the  War  Department  should,  by  positive  law, 
be  relieved  of  the  sure  and  incessant  pressure  to  extend  the  boundaries 
of  such  limitations;  and  the  restrictions  named  in  the  bill  are  those 
usual  in  such  cases. 

As  to  the  rate  of  interest,  the  bill  says  "it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  adopt  a  set  of  survivorship  annuity 
tables,  basetl  upou  suitable  life  tables,  and  sis  per  centum  interest," 
&c.  The  funds  raised  by  deductions  from  the  pay  of  the  officers 
are  worth  a  certain  interest  to  the  government.  Bearing  in  mind  all 
the  manifold  objects  in  view  the  law  may  well  authorize  the  calculations 
to  be  made  on  this  basts.  Xo  gain  is  intended  to  accrue  to  the  govern- 
ment in  the  end,  though  for  many  years  the  scheme  will  pat  money  in 
the  Treasury;  but  the  bill  provides  that^no  ultimate  expense  to  the 
United  States  shall  be  involved  in  its  execution."  There  will  be  needed 
two  or  three  additional  clerks  in  this  office,  of  the  bigher  grades,  if  it 
becomes  a  law. 

If  it  is  objected  that  officers,  on  the  very  eve  of  war,  would  go  int"  it, 
the  answer  is,  it  is  so  intended,  the  more  the  better ;  it  is  deigned  to 
stioiolato  officers  to  go  into  the  scheme  at  any  time  they  choose,  the 
mortality  tables  showing  tfaat,  in  the  long  run,  the  government  can 
affonl  to  do  it.  But  these  tables  may  change  with  events.  If  after  a 
score  of  years  or  less  the  result  should  show  the  tables  wore  nnfavora- 
ble  to  the  government,  they  could  then  be  changed  nnder  tbe  light  of 
Dew  mortality  tables,'or  of  the  thorough  statistics  which  must  by  this 
scheme  be  accumulated.  The  rei)orts  of  tbe  registrar-general  of  En- 
gland, and  the  "English  Life  Tables"  by  William  Farr,givfl  evidence  how 
much  governments  can  do  to  assist  in  procuring  valuable  and  reliable 
elements  for  such  calculations. 

Tbe  amount  received  as  deposits  (under  act  of  May  15,  1872,  or  sec- 
tions 1305,  1306,  Revised  Statutes)  from  the  enlisted  men  dnring  tbe 
last  fiscal  year  was  $328,585.05.  The  number  of  de)>08it8  was  6,6S1, 
and  thus  the  average  of  each  was  $u8.16.  The  total  of  deposits  during 
the  five  years  since  the  passage  of  the  act,  up  to  30th  June  last,  is 
91,646,213.47 ;  average  of  each,  t51.13.  I  regret  to  say  that  tbe  number 
of  desertions  in  the  Army  seems  to  have  reached  a  minimum  (1,832) 
last  year;  as  tbe  oomber  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877, 
was  2,521.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  retrograde  figuivs  will  not  con- 
tinue. 

i  will  again  recommend  an  increase  of  the  pay  of  paymasters'  clerks, 

ii,C.OOglc 
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DOW  a  bnndred  dollars  per  mootb,  and  inadeqaate,  taking  iuto  coaud- 
eratioQ  the  labors  aud  buzards  of  tbe  military  service.     . 

Althoagh  it  baa  oft«u  been  a  topic  of  my  oommanications  throDgli 
yoar  office  to  the  Committee  on  AppropriatioDs,  1  will  bere  repeat  tbat 
it  IB  very  desirable  that  the  appropriations  for  pay,  &c.,  of  the  Army 
Bball  be  consolidaled,  as  they  have  been  habitually  for  tbe  Navy.  (See, 
for  example,  act  of  March  3,  1877,  vol.  19,  page  385,  of  Statates  at 
Large.)  If  appropriations  are  made  nnder  fifteen  different  heads,  they 
must,  under  section  3678,  Eevised  Statutes,  each  be  accouuted  for  sep- 
arately, with  separate  abstracts  and  vouchers,  esjiecially  if  the  procuo 
should  be  omitted  contained  at  the  bottom  of  the  last  Pay  Department 
appropriation,  act  of  July  2i,  1876.    (Vol.  19,  page  97,  Statutes.) 

The  bercnlean  labors  which  would  thus  be  imposed  can  well  be 
imagined.  The  excess  of  funds  occurring  under  one  item  could  not  be 
utilized  to  supply  the  deficiency  under  another  item,  as  we  ara  not 
always  able  to  estimate  with  precision  the  actual  wants  contingent  on 
events.  The  estimates  indicate  minutely  the  way  of  arriving  at  the 
sum  total  required,  but  are  furnished  not  as  a  basis  for  framing  the 
phraseology  of  the  appropriation,  but  to  enable  all  to  understand  the 
mode  of  arriving  at  that  total.  The  chief  labor  and  vigilance  of  pay- 
masters should  be  addressed  to  the  task  of  making  no  payments  cou- 
trury  to  law  and  regulations,  and  should  not  be  frittered  away  on  a 
useless  mass  of  nnnecessary  writings.  The  great  object  is  to  hare 
promptitude  and  thorough  accountability,  economy  and  efficiency,  with 
tbe  least  amount  of  papers. 

Hespectfiilly  submitted. 

BBNJ'N  ALVORD, 
ratfmanter-Qeneral  V.  8.  A, 

The  Hod.  Secretary  of  War. 


:,..dty  Google 


PATMA8TEB-0ENEBAL. 


[BilnoL  fram  nport  of  Ontobcr  U,  1BT4.] 

I  reoomDiaiid  to  fovorable  consiiteratioD  bd  auaoity  sobeme  for  offlcera  of  the  Army, 
BrBtpreseoted  to  youbjGeDeralJ.B.Fr;,  of  the  AdJutaot-OeaerarB  Department,  nliiuli 
1  Dnderetalid  was  sent  from  joar  ofBoe  toCoogreH.  Uoder  it  officers  otmld,  by  mnkiuK 
Mttaio  moDtbl;  dedactions  from  their  pay,  secure  to  their  widows,  beirs,  or  oomiiieeB, 
*  monthly  aoDaity  which  will  commeooe  od  the  denth  of  the  officer.  It  is  cimleni- 
pUled  that  the  operation  sbnll  in  the  end  be  a  safe  one  for  the  Kovemment,  and  shall 
iDTalveiin  lo«8  to  tbeTreasnry,  It  ooDtemplat««  that  the  War  Department  shall  have 
power  to  prescribe,  from  time  to  time,  the  rules  and  tables  to  be  emiiloyBd  iu  the 
exeCDtion  of  the  plan.  Theee  tables  should  be  based  on  the  most  thoroujiili  scfenliHo 
principles.  And  if  after  a  loug  series  of  years  it  should  be  found  that  they  wi.l  mi', 
petfoctly  fulfill  the  alwve-uamed  programme,  a  change  should  of  course  be  mide  in 
Mid  tables.     But  it  would  require  many  yeais  to  pve  them  a  full  trial. 

I  bsve  caused  a  carefill  calculation  to  be  made  of  the  ntiunal  death-rate  of  offlnera 
of  ibe  Army  for  the  last  Hfty  yean.  The  oasnaltiea  were  not  entered  iu  the  Army 
Register  nntil  18ii4,  nr  I  should  have  f^ne  fnrther  back.  I  find  that  the  aT«ni)-i) 
BDDual  mortality  of  officers  of  the  United  States  Army  (inctudInK  deaths  iu  war> 
hu  been  34,1  per  thonaand.  The  principal  parallel  statistics  which  I  have  found  is 
tbat  Ibe  averaKe  antinal  death-rate  amonj;  males  over  twenty-one  years  uf  iijc,  iti 
EnKl*nd  and  Wales,  from  1641  to  1851,  was  »1  per  thousand.  The  exact  fraction  of 
the  population  reached  was  .02104.  (Calculated  from  statistics  in  English  Life-Tablui, 
pp.  18  and  19.) 

In  some  of  the  goTemmentt  on  tbe  continent  of  Enrope,  officers  of  l!be)r  arml's 
■re  not  permitted  to  marry,  nnless  evidence  is  Difaiblted  of  ability  to  support  and 
miiotttin  a  family.  Such  arbitrary  rales  do  Dot  at  all  suit  tbe  genios  of  onr  people  or 
of  onr  institutions ;  but  the  snbsritnte  proposed  by  this  aoheme  woold  tend  to  secure, 
to  ■  certain  extent,  similar  ends  by  the  voluntary  action  of  the  oCHcers. 

Two  things  are  proverbial  in  our  Arm; ;  that  married  officers  are  as  difltlngnished 
u  other  officers  for  gallantry  and  beroiBm ;  but  it  is  also  too  true  that  snnietinies  thoae 
rmovned  for  the  most  brilliant  deeds  are  habitually  improvident.  It  is  uot  expected 
that  Irgislatuiea  can  in  this  respect  change  the  nature  of  soldiers  and  sailors,  bnt  a 
niacbinrry  would  be  prepared  eradually  to  counteract  such  habits.  It  is  proposed 
that  the  deductions  from  pay  shall  be  mouthly  and  therefore  imperceptible  (iu  com- 
parison with  yearly  payments),  and  thus  an  easy  way  of  avoiding  improvidence  would 
be  at  band,  and  the  Army  would  have  within  it«elf  the  means  of  addiog  to  its  prestige 
ind  dignity  and  of  diminlsbiuii  the  oalls  upon  Congress  for  extra  and  private  legiala- 

It  ta  believed  that  it  would  be  enlightened  legislation  to  adopt  a  sofaeme  whereby  to 
offlcer  would  be  eucooraged  to  take  such  a  step,  and  thus  to  secure  for  hit  b-' 


■DDDitf ,  whatever  may  the  risk  of  his  profession.    Such  action  always  increases  the 

Sride  and  nelt-rcspect  of  the  officer,  and  would  nerve  bis  am  In  time  of  war.  Thus 
le  govern iu<  nt  is  incited  tosuch  It^islalion  not  alone  by  bnmauitarian  eoosidecatioDS, 
but  by  the  policy  of  increasing  the  efficiency  of  tbe  senrioe. 


jKilract  (roB  rspuct  of  (Ktubar  11,  im.] 

I  will  again  call  attention  t«  Ibe  ecbetue,  fftvornbly  alluded  to  by  you  in  your  Ii 
annukl  report,  for  the  enactment  of  a  sjHtetu  of  annaitlts  for  the  families  of  deoeae 
ufBcers  by  volnnlary  dtduotions  from  tbe  monthly  pay  of  officers.  Ceitainly  if  pri- 
vate companies  can  make  money  by  an  anntiity  ayatrm,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  gov- 
cinmcDt  at  leaat  to  render  itself  secnre  in  extending  timilar  beneficent  aid.  It  is  pro- 
posed that  it  shall  be  done  wiibont  eventua)  expense  to  the  governmenl.  Tbe  money 
lo  be  deducted  is  worth  to  the  government  a  certain  per  centum  of  interest.  This  in- 
terest and  tbe  expectancy  of  life  of  ufHcer  and  nominee  (arrived  at  by  careful  statis- 
tics) are  tbe  elements  Arou  which  annnity-tabJea  would  Ira  prepared  bv  the  most  cr'rs- 
fcl  and  critical  calculations.  The  science  of  prubabilities  bas  reached  great  precision 
iu  its  compatatlons.  But  after  aerrain  tables ^ad  been  used  twenty  yean,  moreorlesH, 
then,  if  foand  defective,  urrections  conld  be  made  which  would  more  peneotly  accom- 
plish the  object  spughL 

Some  olBcarB  bave  exprctaed  a  preference  for  a  voluntary  eatabUabed  ■ 
24  W 
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TliiTtt  U  one  procan'lnn  thnt  I  wnnM  emplinnizp.  thiit  nnltber  myself  nor  Bay  «t1 
oHiccr  l>e  niarif  (no  in  the  cuie  of  the  lute  FrtHHitiien'H  Itiireaa}  tha  cnstoiliai]  of  i 
fund,  but  lliHt  it  be  il«it06itu<l  in  the  Treanurj,  to  be  witbdrsiFn  acconliag  to  lav. 


rEitnut  ^iD  report  of  Oolobtr  ID,  18TS.1 

Tbu  "  nnnnit.v  Hchrmn"  irui  fuTorsbly  referred  to  in  the  liut  ananal  mrsMKO  of  tlie 
Preiiilent,  aod  I  will  hope  that  it  may  yut  receive  tbe  favorable  actioD  of  Cungresa. 
The  niimbrr  of  willows  and  orphaus  made  by  t.he  deaths  of  those  (['■"■'■i'  ofBoers  (W 
whose  demise  the  whole  cnnnlry  mourns)  killpd  id  battle  in  the  recent  Indian  oam- 
paiKDS  has  broQKl't'  vividly  home  to  ns  the  atility  and  benefioenoe  of  anoh  provisions 
as  wonlil  thus  have  been  made  by  tbe  voluntary  action  of  the  offloeis.  It  is  not  pro- 
'  posed  as  a  substttote  for  the  pension  system,  hnl  as  a  machinery  to  encourage  offlcen 
in  such  prnvident  pncailticins. 

In  ld74  I  msile  a  carefully-prepared  table  of  the  mortality  in  each  year,  for  fiftr 
years,  amoDK  the  oEBoeis  of  the  Army,  including  those  killed  in  battle.  It  amonnteil 
to  an  average,  annuaily,  of  24.1  per  1.000  men.  It  will  show  that  the  average  murlal- 
ity.  in  the  long. periods  of  time,  is  not  oomparalively  large.  But  baaed  on  those  vcr.v 
staTiHticH,  tbe  tabloH  of  annuity  snrvivDr«blp  could  he  calculated,  renderias  it  peifectlj 
safe  for  the  goverumeiit  to  adopt  the  system.  Tbe  table  being  calculated  on  the  sor- 
vivorship  principle,  it  is  true  that  if  tlie  heir  nr  nominee  dies  before  the  offloer,  tie 
money  paid  remains  iu  tbe  Tnuuiurr.  But  on  thin  very  account  the  payment*  will  Ik 
lees  than  iu  ordinary  insurance.  That  eminent  scientist.  Prof.  W.  H.  C.  Bartlett,  law 
.  profeseor  at  WmC  Point,  aud  who  haa  reueutly  made  tbe  suhject  his  study,  with  all  lli? 
appliikncns  of  recent  invest'itatiDu  in  tbe  science  of  probabiltties,  is  ready  to  prepare 
for  the  War  Department  the  neoesaar;  tables.  He  and  tbnee  well  infnrmed  say  Ihst 
tbe  fusurance  companies  look  fuvorably  on  the  plau,  as  not  in  r«al  confliet  or  competi- 
tion with  them,  but  only  calculated  to  lura,  more  and  more,  large  masses  of  the  people 
to  think  of  their  obliga'iou  to  provide  fur  their  families. 

8tal«d  briefly,  tbe  scheme  is  this ;  An  officer,  by  voluntary  monthly  dednotioDS  from 
his  pay,  could  tbereby  secure  a  certain  anuunity  to  his  heir  or  nominee  after  his  dsitb. 
Biiiig  monthly,  tbe  payments  would  be  oompaiatively  imperceptible.  The  law  vooU 
not  limit  the  number  of  heirs  or  nominees  thus  secured.  ' 

If  insurance  oompaoies  can  make  money  in  paying  annaities,  the  government  cti 
at  least  protect  itself  from  loss,  which  is  all  it  would  wliih.  Hut  it  might,  for  the  mil 
thirty  years,  be  entitled  a  scheme  to  pnt  money  iu  tbe  Treasury.  The  average  Bf[S  of 
offloers  of  tbe  Army  may  bo  assumed  to  be  about  thirty-eight  yeara,  and  the  expwtuoj 
of  life  for  that  ago  is  about  twenty -nine  years. 

Thus, for  that  period,  if  350  oQloers  went  into  the  soheme,  paying  into  theTrsaaurr 
an  average  of  tio  per  month,  or  |240  per  aouuiti,  this  would  amount  to  |60,IXXI  p«r 
annnm,  or.  iu  thirty  years,  to  (1,»0I},CHH).  Tbe  great  mass  of  annuities  would  not  con- 
inence  until  toward  yie  termination  of  that  period;  though  of  course  they  would  bwin 
to  be  paid,  from  time  to  time,  every  year  after  the  system  went  into  operation.  The 
burden  of  repayuieiit«  or  of  annuities  would,  therefbm,  be  met  by  the  next  generatloD. 

When  tbe  wise,  bf  nevolent,  and  lienefic«nt  purpose  of  this  annuity  scheme  is  remeai- 
bered  (calunluted  to  elevate  tbe  Army  and  increase  its  elBciency),  it  is  hoped  list 
Congress  can  conxeut  to  this  mode  of  now  Taplenisbiog  oar  coffers,  when  tbe  altimile 
outlay  it  will  imiKMe  will  tall  upou  a  future  more  propibioos  period  of  oar  nstian*! 
finances. 


A  BILL  tor  the  protPcUai  oi  widows,  arphsn. 

Be  it  enacted  bg  lit'  Snatu  nnd  Route  of  Bepretmlatire*  of  ttm  United  Slata  of  Amfi» 
in  Congreeg  aeiemblrd,  That  when  any  number  of  officers  of  the  ITuited  States  Anuf,  no) 
If»s  lliaii  two  hundred  and  fifty,  shall  eignify  to  the  Si'cretary  of  War  their  dtslre  1" 
unite  for  mutual  survivorship  annuity  protection,  and  shall  be  deemed  eligible  thereUi 
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by  the  Secretary  of  War.it  obDll  be  the  rtntj-of  the  Secretary  of  War  tii  make,  thronjth 
Ihe  Pay  Detmrtineiit  of  the  Army,  pijiiitable  dednctions,  determlDed  as  provided  in  sec- 
lii)n  two  of  this  act,  from  the  monthly  pay  of  said  officers,  and  to  depoKit  the  SHoie  to 
tbe  credit  of  the  TrCBRurer  of  the  United  State*,  to  be  posseil  into  the  t^Tinral  balancoH 
nf  the  United  Slate* Treasnry,  and  be  known  ae  IbeArniy  inntnal  snrvivorebipanDoily 

Rrc.  S.  That  it  Hhall  be  the  dnty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  adop*-,  an  soon  after  the 
passage  of  this  act  aa  practicable,  a  set  of  anrvivorebip  annoity -tallies,  based  upon 
!"iiral>le  life-tablm,  nod  6  per  eeutum  interest,  to  regulate  the  deductions  to  be  made 
from  the  monthly  pay  of  such  officers  of  the  Army  who  are  less  than  siity  years  of 
s,^  and  of  heiillhy  lives  as  may  bo  accepted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  under  this  aor, 
TO  arciire  to  each  one  of  said  officers  the  survivorship  annnity  which  he  may  elect  to 
piiTohase  for  a  nominee,  to  be  deBi|{nated  by  him. 

Sec.  3.  That  it  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  bave  snob  ex  ami  nations 
a  iule  of  officers  applying  for  purchase  of  annuities  under  this  act  as  he  may  dKem  netun- 
Kary;  to  issue  such  certificates  of  pnrobaee,  and  to  prescribe  snch  rules  and  forms, 
not  inconsistent  with  this  act,  as  may  be  needful  to  Rovero  the  applications  of  oftlcera 
for  said  annuities,  and  to  secure  prompt  and  proper  responses  tn  said  applications. 

Sec.  i.  That  the  purchase  of  a  survivorship  annnity  under  this  act  shall  take  efTflot 
fmm  thedat«  that  the  application  therefor  shall  receive  the  approval  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  the  annuity  shall  be  doe  to  the  nomloee  from  the  date  of  the  death  orthe 
purchnser  and  ceise  at  the  dale  of  the  death  of  the  nominee. 

Sec.  b.  Tbal  notbing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  as  limiting  the  nuoitier  of  aunnl- 
tie*  whieb  may  be  purabased  by  the  same  person  ;  and  in  case  the  purchaser  of  an7 
snnnity  uDder  this  act  sball  elect  to  terminate  the  monthly  deductions  from  his  pay 
re<juired  by  tbis  act  on  account  of  said  porchaar,  or  cease  to  be  an  officer  of  the  Army, 
br  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  lien  of  a  certiUoate  for  a  fnll  annuity,  a  pafd-np  cer- 
liiieatefor  an  annnity  in  equitable  proportion  to  the  amount  of  deductions  which  sbxil 
have  been  made  from  bis  pay  ou  account  of  said  purchase,  the  payment  of  which  an- 
nuity lo  his  nominee  shall  commence  at  the  death  of  said  purchaser. 

Sec.  6.  That  estimate*  for  so  mnoh  of  the  Army  mutual  survivorship  annuity  fund 
H  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  required  to  pay  annuitios  falliug  due  under  the  provia- 
iDDBoV  this  act  shall  be  made  to  Congress  in  the  same  mauner  as  estimates  for  the  pay 
of  the  Army. 

8(C.  7.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  the  annnltles  fall- 
ing dan  under  this  act  paid  by  the  Pay  Department  of  the  Army,  in  the  same  manuer 
thai  officers  of  the  Army  are  paid  ;  and  all  laws  and  rexulations  filing  the  accoants- 
bility  for  public  fands  shall  apply  to  the  moneys  of  tbe  Army  mutual  suTvivorsbip  an- 
nuity fund. 

Sec.  8.  That  It  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  submit  lo  Congress  anon- 
sllf  a  full  statement  of  the  Army  mntoal  survivorship  annuity  fund  ;  and  be  is  hereby 
SQlhorized  to  adopt  such  rules  and  forms  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  found  necessary 
tocanyoue  the  purposes  of  this  act;  Provided,  That  nooompen8ation.paj,orfeeBhall 
be  allowed  to  any  officer  for  services  rendernd  nnder  this  act:  And  projsided.  That  it 
sbalt  be  the  dnty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  t<i  prescribe  such  re);nlatiouB  that  no  nlti- 
mate  expense  to  the  United  Slates  shall  be  involved  iu  the  execution  of  this  act. 


Appkmdix  B.—The  Swoad  ConplrolUr  to  Ihe  Secrttarg  of  War,  . 
TRBAaritr  Departmbnt, 

SZCOND   COMFrROLLKR's   OlfFlCK, 

Frtraarj  7,  1877. 

Sir:  I  have  received  and  oonsidereil  the  letter  of  the  Paymaster-Oeneral  of  the  SAtb 
nliinio,  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  other  papers  inalosed  therewith,  whiub 
yon  referred  to  me  on  the  -Jeth  idem. 

The  Paymaster-Oeneral  submits  that  the  effect  of  this  decision  [of  the  Bnpretne 
Conrt)  la  to  rednce  the  nnmb-rof  "free  roads"  lor  travel  over  which  no  mileage  can 
l>e  paid  under  the  act  of  July  34,  1876;  and  recomioenda  that  the  question  be  sub- 
mitted tojthe  Second  Comptroller,  as  to  what  n)ads  shall  nOw,  uuder  this  decision,  be 
[cearded  as  free  roads  under  said  act  of  It<76. 

The  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  referred  to  was  rendered  at  October  term,  1ST8,  in 
tbecasesof  the ''Lake  Superior  and  Hississippi  Railroad  Companyra.  The  United  States, 
and  theAtchisoD.Tupekaand  San  taFSRailroadCompanypt.The  Unit  m1  States,"  appealed 
froiu  the  Court  of  ClainM.    The  cases  turned  upon  theconstraction  that  ehuuld  be  given 


I,  Cookie 


372         BEPOBT  OF  THE  SECBETART  OF  WAB. 

totheclMiseiD  the  act  of  lB64whiohdeeUrM  tbaf'tbe  said  railroad  sb»llb«  and  reintin 
apubliobigbway  for  tbeuseof  tbeOoverameDt  of  tbe  United  Suice,  fiae  from  all  Mil  or 
otber  cbarge  for"  (upon)  "the  I  ran  sport  Ati  an  of  any  property  or  troops  of  tba  Uiiit«il 
Stat««;"  and  tbe  court  bold  "  that  the  reaer  vat  ion  in  qaeation  secnrastotbe  KOMranieDt 
Only  a  free  aw  of  the  railroads  coooenied ;  and  thnt  itdotui  not  entitle  tbe  ^verDineDt  Co 
bav«  troops  or  property  traniiported  by  tbe  ooinpnniea  over  tbeir  redpectlre  roadi  free 
of  oharge  for  traovporting  the  same."  Tbe  coort  further  bold,  as  I  andenitand  It,  (hit 
tbontcb  tbexa  roads  areeutitled  to  compensation  for  transportiuK  governmnDt  property 
and  troops,  a  reasonable  abateiuent  shuald  be  made  for  tbe  free  nseof  tbe  road  to  irbich 
the  government  l«  entitled;  tbat  is,  that  those  roads  laoat  reoeive  oompaQsation  for  alt 
transportation  performed  by  them  for  the  government  (except  of  thb  mails),  subject  to 
a  fair  deduction  for  the  use  of  tbeir  roads. 

Tbe  purport  of  this  decision  is  plain  eaangb,  and  smdib  bo  be  diametrically  opposed 
to  the  constraotion  beretofnra  maintained  by  Congress,  as  well  bb  by  tbe  War  Deparl- 
ment  aod  tbe  account iog-offlcerg. 

Tbe  act  of  16tfa  June,  Itfli  (18  Stat.,  74),  making  appropriation  for  the  snpport  nf 
tbe  Army,  &.c..  provides,  ''  tbat  Do  part  of  the  money  appropriated  by  this  act  shall  be 

Etiid  to  any  railroad  company  for  tbe  transportation  of  any  property  or  troops  uf  tbe 
Dited  States  over  any  railroad  which  in  whole  ot  part  was  iKHutrnated  by  the  sid 
of  a  grant  of  pnblio  land  on  tbe  condition  tbat  snob  railroad  sbonld  be  '  a  pnblic  high- 
way for  tbe  USB  of  tbe  Oorernment  of  tbe  United  States,  free  from  toll  or  other  cba^e,' 
or  upon  any  otber  conditions,  for  tbe  use  of  such  road  for  snob  tranaportatinn  ;  nor 
shall  any  allowance  be  made  out  of  any  money  appropriated  by  tbis  act  for  tbe  trsna- 
portation  of  ofHoers  of  tbe  Army  over  an;  soch  road  when  on  daty  and  onder  ordera 
as  a  military  ofQcer  of  tbe  United  States.  But  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  cen- 
Btraed  as  preveutioz  any  such  railroad  from  bringing  a  suit  in  the  Conrt  of  Claims  for 
tbe  charges  for  sni/b  tra asportation,  and  recovering  for  tbe  same,  if  found  entitle 
thereto  by  virtue  of  tbe  laws  in  force  prior  to  tbe  panaage  of  this  act."  The  act  of  SJtl 
Jone,  1RT4  (18  Stat.,  133),  to  supply  delicieDoies,  &.o.,  makes  a  similar  provision  ^  » 
money  appropriated  thereby.  , 

Tbe  prohibition  in  these  acts  applies  only  to  the  moneys  appropriated  in  said  acts ; 
bnt  in  tbe  act  of  3d  Uarch,  18TS  (Id  Stat.,  it2),  tbe  probibition  is  ezpresaixl  in  geoenl 
ternu  and  made  to  apply  to  all  appropriations.  It  provides.  "  that  no  money  sbsU 
hereafter  be  paid  to  any  railroad  company  for  the  transportation  of  any  property  or 
troops  nf  tbe  United  States  over  any  railroad  which,  in  whole  or  in  part,  wasoon- 
structed  by  the  aid  of  a  grant  of  pnhlio  laud  on  the  cundltiou  that  snch  railroad  should 
beapubliobigbwayfortheaseof  tbeUovemmmitof  tbe  IJn  I  tad  States,  free  from  toll 
or  other  charge,  or  upon  any  other  conditions  fur  the  une  of  suob  roMl  for  aooh  ttane- 
portaiion  ;  nor  shall  any  allowance  be  maile  fur  tbe  transportation  of  offloer*,"  A  c. 
with  provisions  similar  to  those  in  tbe  act  of  1H74,  for  anit  in  tbeConitof  ClaiUM  ifool 
barred,  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court,  Jlo, 

The  act  of  24tb  July,  1876  (Sesii.  Laws,  100),  uses  someirbat  different  laDgoafce.  It 
makes  a  negative  provision, "  tbat  when  any  officer  travels  noder  orders,  and  is  not 
famished  transportaiion  *  *  *  *  ,  or  on  any  railroad  on  which  tbe  troops  and 
supplies  of  tbe  United  States  are  entitled  to  be  tran^ortud  free  of  cbaxjje,  he  shall  be 
allowed  eight  cents  a  mile,"  &m.  The  intention  of  the  Congieas  waspreeuiOy  the  same, 
and  tbe  railroads  referred  to  ar«  tbe  same,  in  my  opinion,  •■  in  the  a«la  of  1BT4  and 
1975,  aboTC  cited. 

But  whether  they  were  or  were  not,  tbe  general  provision  of  tbe  act  of  3d  Uarcb, 
1875,  "that  no  money  shall  hereafter  be  paid  to  any  railroad  oompauy,"  A.O.,  waald 
apply  to  the  act  of  1876,  and  to  all  otber  snbeeqnpnt  acts. 

luasmnch,  therefore,  as  no  appropristion  is  made  for  payment  of  tntnaport^tioD  to 
tbe  so-called  "free  roads,"  bnt,  on  the  contrary,  any  payment  to  them  is  eKpreaal;  pro- 
hibit«d  by  law,  it  is  clear  that  no  such  payment  oao  now  be  made,  nar  any  amoanl 
be  allowed  to  said  roads,  not witb standing  tbe  decision  of  tbe  Supreme  Court,  until  (be 
law-making  power  shall  have  removed  tbe  prohibition  and  made  ao  appropriation. 
"  No  money  shall  Ite  drawn  from  tbe  Treasury  bnt  in  oonseqaenoe  of  apptopriatioiu 
mode  by  law."    (Const.,  Art.  T,  aec.  9.} 

Even  if  tbe  prohibition  were  removed,  I  do  not  see  bow  tbe  Boconoting-offloeis  coalii 
settle  the  accounts  of  these  companies.  The  Supreme  Conrt  decides  tbat  these  oom- 
panies  shall  have  compensation  for  all  tran'portation  performed  by  them,  "  anlyect  to 
a  fair  dednction  for  tbe  uba  of  their  reeptKitiTe  railroads."  Tbe  accouuting-offloen  ba^s 
&o  rule  or  measure  by  which  they  can  ascertain  what  this  fair  deduotdon  would  be  in 
each  case ;  so  tbat  there  seems  to  be,  under  existing  laws,  no  way  in  which  the  alsiina 
of  these  oompaniee  can  be  settled,  eioept  by  suit,  as  provided  for  in  the  aots  of  11^1 
and  1875. 

In  reply  to  the  question  of  tbe  Paymavter-Oeneral,  thevefare,  I  have  to  say  that  tbere 
Is  not  now  any  reason  to  chaoRe  or  modify  tbe  list  of  "  free  roads,"  or  tbe  established 
practice  in  regard  to  them.    1  reepeotfully  luggeat,  bowsver,  that  iteps  aboald  ti« 
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»0S  pATment  to  thaw  railrosd  oompsDiea  maj  be  removed  by  tbe  law~mskinK  power, 
if  it  IB  deemed  proper ;  and  if  that  m  done,  that  Hime  mode  maj  be  provided  for  aacer- 
Utininii  tbe  "  iair  dednctioD  "  to  which  tbe  govemuent  ia  entitled. 
All  tbe  papen  referred  ar«  harewith  Totaroed. 
Vetr  reepectfiiUy, 

C.  C.  CABPENTER, 

Comptroller. 
Tbe  honorable  The  Skcrftart  of  War, 

Jt^arlmtnt  of  ^ar. 
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SUtleauKt  iliotnng  the  amounl  in  the  handa  of  each  of  t\»  dUbariing-offlcrri  of  Ihr  Pay 
the  Trtaturs,  or  tamed  over  bj/  olier  agrnti,  duHsg  tke  fiiual  uear  eKdiag  Mfk  JuHt,  1^7; 
placemtHl  in  the  Treaturg,  and  the  balanix  remaining  in  tie  ha»di  of  pagmatlert  to  be 
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iniedfor  on  the  I«(  of  Jalg,  1376 ;  the  nn 
iMnnted  for  by  aocoiiale  and  vouchers  0/  ej^penditii 
n  tMe  iteilfiBEal  near. 
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THE  BOARD  OF  VISITORS- 
1877. 


Sib  :  The  Board  of  Visitors  to  the  Military  Academy  at  Weat  Point  for 
the  year  1S77  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  hoard  was  organized  at  West  Point  on  Monday,  the  4th  day  of 
Jane,  1877,  by  the  election  of  a  president  and  secretary,  and  the  appoint- 
ment  by  the  president,  in  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  board,  of  tbft 
following  committees : 

1.  On  Jucal  affairs. — Hon.  A.  E.  Sterenton,  General  Hyde,  and  Bepre- 
aentative  Piatt. 

2.  Or  huildingt  and  groundt. — Senator  Blaine,  Colonel  McGalmont, 
Senator  Maxey,  Representative  Banning,  and  Kepreaentative  Walker. 

3.  On  dacipline  and  drt  Ji.^^eneral  Hillia,  General  Hyde,  and  Senator 
Maxey. 

4.  On  commiitary  and  mess. — Senator  Maxey  and  Hon.  A.  E.  Steren- 

BOO.  , 

5.  On  the  corps  o/'oo^te.— Bishop  Qaintard  and  General  Hyde.    ^ 

6.  On  the  course  of  study. — Professor  Thompson,  Bishop  Qaintard,  and 
Bev.  C.  S.  Kichardson. 

7.  On  the  rel^ious  condition  of  the  post. — Bev-CS-Bichardsou,  Bishop 
Qnintard,  and  Colonel  McCalmont. 

All  ibe  members  of  the  board  were  present  excepting  Bepreseutative 
Walker.  The  committees  of  the  board  proceeded  at  once  to  an  investi- 
gation, as  careful  and  minnte  as  possible,  into  the  subjects  respectively 
assigned  them,  and  reported  to  the  board  in  writing.  These  reports,  after 
fall  discussion  in  daily  meetings,  were  nnanimously. adopted,  and  the 
president  and  secretary  were  instructed  to  embody  the  resalts  of  these 
inrestigations  in  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors. 

Every  available  medns  has  been  used  for  getting  fall  and  trastwortfay 
information  on  every  topic  committed  to  the  care  of  the  board.  The 
first  evening  after  the  organization  was  spent  in  a  conference  of  the 
whole  board  with  the  Supennt«ndent.  The  committees  held  repeated 
and  prolonged  conversations  with  the  commandant  of  cadets,  with  all 
the  members  of  the  academic  board,  vith  the  quartermaster,  the  surgeon, 
the  Army  officers  stationed  at  the  Academy  as  instmctors,  and  with 
personal  friends  in  the  corps  of  cadets.  The  researches  of  different 
members  gave  the  board  the  advantages  of  Earopean  experience  in 
military  schools,  and  of  all  published  histories  of  the  Academy,  with 
many  of  the  reports  of  previons  boards.  The  adjutant  furnished  care- 
fully-prepared statistics.  All  the  twoks  and  records  of  the  post  were 
freely  submitted  for  inspection. 

The  board  enjoyed  a  signal  advantage  in  finding  in  its  membership 
two  graduates  of  the  Academy,  Colonel  McCalmont  (1843)  and  Senator 
25w 
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Maxey  (tS4G),  whose  clear  and  distinct  recollection  of  the  conditioD  of 
the  Academy  in  former  times  was  of  great  assistance  in  forming  a 
judgment  of  its  progress- 
Members  of  the  board  dined  with  the  cadets  on  brief  notice,  inspected 
their  quarters  at  unexpected  times,  sat  in  the  office  of  the  commandant 
of  cadets  diiring  the  administration  of  discipline,  inspected  their  qnar- 
tera,  tlie  quality  of  their  food  and  the  method  of  preparing  it>  and  the 
hospital. 

Tbey  attended  the  examination  of  the  first  class,  and  those  of  the 
lower  classes  at  such  hours  aa  could  be  spared  from  committee-work, 
and  scarcely  an  hour  passed  in  which  some  member  was  not  present. 
During  the  examination  of  the  flrt)t  class,  which  began  on  the  1st  day 
of  JuiiH  and  closed  on  the  9th,  some  sections  of  the  lower  classes  were 
engaged  in  ordinary  recitations.  This  opportunitywaa  not  neglected.. 
In  short,  the  board  took  advantage  of  the  absolute  "freedom  of  tbe 
city^  teudered  by  the  Superintendent  to  satisfy  themselves  on  every 
puint  that  was  raised  concerning  the  management  of  the  corps  of  cadets. 
Nothing  coold  exceed  the  oousiderate  courtesy  which  was  shown  to 
the  members  of  the  board  by  every  officer  of  the  Academy  in  the  prose- 
cution of  their  inquiries.  From  these  sources  of  information  the  tKiard 
<terive<l  a  general  impression  that  the  Academy  is  educating  the  officers 
^f  the  Army  in  a  thorough  aiid  e&'ective  manner.  All  the  recommend- 
ations of  tijis  report  are  in  the  direction  of  a  possibly  higher  degree  of 
-efficiency  in  certain  points  and  greater  economy  of  expenditare.  Every 
fiuggestion  and  recommendation  is  based  on  tbe  personal  observation 
-and  knowledge  of  members  of  tbe  board. 

The  Military  Academy  has  rendered  a  service  to  the  country  in  giving 
Jtone  and  elevation  to  education,  and  in  furnishing  stimulating  examples 
of  flilelity  and  self-denial  in  the  discharge  of  duty,  which  are  of  scarcely 
Jess,  importance  than  the  skill  in  the  art  of  war  which  has  shone  on  so 
many  Uelds.  The  history  of  education  abounds  in  illustrations  of  the 
iudebtedoesa  of  the  science  of  pedagogy  to  the  professors  at  West 
Point,  especially  to  tbe  illustrious  inventor  of  the  blackboard.  Of  the 
more  direct  results  of  the  work  of  the  school  it  is  easy  to  judge.  Indeed, 
not  Jhe  least  interesting  and  valuable  feature  of  West  Point  is  t^e  younger 
Army  officers  who  are  assigned  to  duty  in  the  different  departments. 
These  instructors,  selected  by  the  heads  of  departments  on  account  of 
their  conspicuous  merit,  after  two  years'  experience  in  the  Army,  ordi- 
narily remain  at  West  Point  at  least  four  years.  Under  this  arrange- 
ment, the  effectiveness  of  their  instruction  is  not  impaired  by  too  close 
proximity  to  contemporary  students,  and  they  enjoy  all  the  advantages 
of  a  residence  at  the  Academy  as  post-graduates.  These  advantages 
they  highly  enjoy  and  improve,  so  that  multitudes  of  officers  under  thia 
system  advance  their  studies  Into  the  higher  realms  of  knowledge.  Free 
intercourse  with  these  gentlemen  convinces  tbe  board  that  tbe  anticipa- 
tions raised  by  the  academic  career  of  cadets  are  largely  falfilled  in  their 
Army  life. 

Before  passing  to  a  detailed  account  of  their  investigations,  the  board 
desire  to  record  their  sense  of  tlie  great  value  to  the  Academy  of  tbe 
presence  of  a  major-general  of  the  Army  at  its  head.  An  the  office  is 
now  filled,  certainly  harmony  of  action  is  secured  in  tbe  academic  board, 
and  the  morak  of  the  corps  of  cadets  kept  at  a  high  pitch. 

FISCAL  AFFAIBS. 

A  tabular  statement  of  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress  for  tbe 
current  fiscal  year  is  appended  to  this  report,  Table  A. 
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Tbe  nppropriatioiis  tire  dieburaed  tbrougb  tbe  office  of  Cnpt.  R.  F. 
O'Beinie,  the  disbursing  officer.  The  books  are  kept  od  a  simple  and 
iD^eDioiis  plan  evoked  b.v  the  recof^nized  Deed  of  tbe  office,  and  give  to 
any  inspector  a  clear  and  satisfactory  account  of  the  tnaDner  in  which 
each  specific  appropriation   is  es^icnded. 

The  specific  acconnta  with  the  members  of  tbe  corps  of  cadets  are 
kept  in  tbe  office  of  Lieut.  S.  M.  Mills.  The  board  notice  with  great 
pleasure  tbe  discreet  method  of  purchase  and  distribution  of  supplies, 
which  promotes  the  comfort  of  the  cadets  in  many  ways.  These  duties 
Lien  tenant  Mills  performs  in  addition  to  his  work  in  charge  of  the  cadets' 
mess. 

A  cadet  receives  no  money  at  any  time  prior  to  graduation.  He  is 
credited  with  his  pay,  and  all  articles  he  is  permitted  to  have  are 
charged  to  him.  Tbe  accoants  are  so  kept  that  he  can  see  at  any  mo- 
ment how  he  stands.  With  one  or  tvro  exceptions,  tbe  cadets  are  out 
of  debt,  and  they  appear  to  be  learning  the  great  lesson  of  living  within 
their  means,  which  is  inculcated  by  judicious  rules.  The  present  re- 
duced pay  has  been  found  sufiicient,  since  purchases  of  all  articles  of  food 
and  clothing  are  made  on  the  most  advantageous  terms  in  open  market. 
It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  Table  B,  appended  to  this  report,  that 
the  amount  of  bnainesa  thrown  upon  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  cadets' 
mess  is  quite  large,  and  that  the  clerical  work  required  in  this  office  is 
of  snch  a  nature  that  an  enlisted  man  could  rarely  be  fonnd  to  perform 
it  in  s  satisfactory  manner. 

The  board  therefore  recommend  that  Lieutenant  Mills  be  allowed  a 
clerk,  whose  compensatiou  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars  per 
ananm. 

GEOtlNDS  AHD  BUILDINGS. 

The  board  find,  after  thorough  personal  inspection  and  conferences 
vitb  the  quartermaster,  that  tbe  chapel,  the  academic  hall,  tbe  mesa- 
hall,  thelibrar^', the  saperintendeot's  office,  tbe  riding-school,  and  stables 
are  in  good  condition,  and  need  no  change,  addition,  or  repair.  The 
barracks  for  cadets  require  enlargement.  Tbe  rooms  are  constrncted 
for  the  accommodation  of  two  cadets  each,  and  cannot  be  occupied  by 
more  with  due  regard  to  health,  convenience,  and  proper  facilities  for 
atady.  Yet,  in  several  coses,  three  cadets  are  compelled  to  occupy  one 
room. 

An  addition  could  be  made  to  the  present  barracks  at  very  reasonable 
cost,  and  in  perfect  harmony  with  its  architectural  design. 

The  windows  in  the  barracks  are  filled  with  very  small  panes  of  glass — 
seventy-eight  to  each  window.  The  glass  is  of  inferior  quality,  and  the 
supply  of  light  utterly  inadequate.  Larger  panes  of  better  glass  are 
indispensable  to  an  adequate  supply  of  light  in  the  stady-rooms. 

Tbe  new  hospital,  the  construction  of  which  was  begun  in  1874  and 
arrested  a  year  ago  by  lack  of  appropriations,  is  greatly  needed  for  the 
proper  care  of  the  health  of  tbe  cadeta.  Thongh  its  construction  is  well 
advanced,  it  is  now  an  unsightly,  unfinished  building,  mterly  valueless 
as  it  stands,  and  constantly  deteriorating.  Whatever  sum  m»y  be  needed 
to  complete  it  will  be  most  wisely  expended,  and  an  appropriation  for  the 
purpose  is  respectfully  urged  upon  Congress.  The  old  hospital  build- 
ing is  in  every  respect  iuadfqnate  and  onfit  for  the  purpose;  but  it 
conid  be  turned  to  good  account  for  officers'  quarters,  of  which  there  is 
a  decided  lack  at  the  post. 

Nothing  is  more  needed  than  a  plentiful  supply  of  good  water  and  an 
effective  system  of  sewerage;  bnt  tbe  water-supply  at  West  Point  has 
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been  precarioaa  for  many  yeara,  and,  at  seasons  when  most  needed, 
altogether  insafficient.  An  iaexhanstible  snpply  of  pnre  water  is  ob- 
tainable b;  bringing  it  from  a  mountain  lake  less  than  four  miles  distant 
&om  the  post.  A  committee  of  the  board  having  carefally  examined 
the  present  and  proposed  sources  of  supply,  the  board  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  the  plan  of  bringing  water  from  the  lake  should  be 
adopted. 

The  system  of  sewerage,  now  well  advanced  in  portions  of  the  post, 
shonld  be  extended  over  the  whole  and  made  entirely  thorough.  As 
matters  now  stand,  there  is  great  danger  that  diseases  traceable  to  sew- 
age-contamination may  break  out  in  the  andraiued  portions  of  the  post. 
The  board  would  not  make  any  recommendation  tending  to  increase  the 
mere  luxury  of  living,  but  pure  water  in  abundance  and  effective  drain- 
age are  eHsential  to  health,  especially  in  a  place  so  densely  peopled  as 
West  Point,  and  no  reasonable  expense  needed  to  secure  them  shonld 
be  withheld. 

Additional  facilities  are  needed  for  the  manufacture  of  gas.  A  few 
years  since  Congress  appropriated  $25,000  for  this  parpose,  but,  before 
it  could  be  nsed,  the  law  covering  unexpended  balances  into  the  Treas- 
ury went  into  effect,  and  the  improvement  was  not- made. 

It  is  now  recommended  that  the  appropriation  be  renewed.  The  evi- 
dence snbmitted  to  the  board  as  to  its  necessity  was  entirely  conclusive. 

THE  COUBSB  OP  8TTJDT. 

For  purposes  of  instrnctiou,  each  class  is  divided  into  small  sections, 
nauallyof  not  more  than  ten  each.  Each  section  is  taught  by  one  of  the 
assistant  professors,  who  are  all  directly  sapervised  by  the  professors  iu 
the  respective  departments.  These  instructors  in  every  case  have  been 
absent  from  the  Academy  on  service  in  the  Army  at  least  two  years, 
and  the  evil  of  adventitious  authority  over  contemporaries  in  school  is 
largely  averted.  This  method  of  imparting  instruction  is  the  secret  of 
the  extraordinary  results  of  the  West  Point  course.  It  probably  requires 
the  snpport  of  military  discipline  to  be  thoroughly  satisfactory,  but  with 
that  support  it  certainly  works  well. 

It  is  obvious  that  a  large  part  of  the  labor  of  these  instructors  must 
be  concentrated  upon  the  more  backward  scholars.  Whether  this  is  a 
wise  expenditure  or  not,  the  board  do  not  feel  clear  enough  to  express 
an  opinion.  The  increased  accomplishments  of  the  more  brilliant  offi- 
cers, who  would  appear  as  a  consequence  of  concentrating  the  force  of 
instrnction  apou  the  upper  sections,  is  perhaps  completely  balanced  by 
the  usefal  career  of  officers  taught  on  the  existing  plan  whose  gradnat 
ing  rank  was  low, 

A  large  percentage  of  graduates  from  a  thorough  school  is  a  test  of 
the  economy  of  expenditure  of  its  educational  force,  the  standard  remain- 
ing unchanged.  Table  C  of  the  appendix  shows  what  the  number  of 
cadets  would  have  been  from  the  beginning  had  the  quota  of  each  State 
been  kept  full^  Table  D,  the  number  appointed  and  r^eoted  from  each 
State  since  1838 ;  Table  E,  the  percentage  of  graduates  and  specifications 
of  reasons  for  rejections;  it  also  gives  statistics  of  the  claBs  of  18T7. 
These  tables  will  repay  attentive  stndy.  It  appears  that,  of  the  whole 
number  of  eadets  between  1850  and  1877,  inclnsive,  52.1  per  cent  have 
graduated,  and  of  the  total  membership  of  the  class  of  1877,  61.8  per 
cent,  graduated.  Statistics  given  in  the  reports  of  the  United  States 
Commissioner  of  Education  show  that  the  percentage  of  graduates  to 
membership  in  the  polytecbnicscboolsof  this  country  falls  below  thirty. 
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The  Academy  therefore  Bastaina  a  comparison  witli  similar  acbools  with 
great  advantage  to  the  effectiveitess  of  its  method. 

The  details  of  the  course  of  study  are  printed  in  the  Regulations.  The 
board  find  that  the  instruction  in  the  several  departments  is  given  id 
exact. accordance  with  the  printed  programme,  and  with  great  fidelity 
and  success.  The  examination  of  the  graduating  class  was  diligently 
watched  by  nearly  all  the  members  as  the  main  ground  for  formiog  a 
judgment,  though  other  classes  were  freqneutly  visited.  A  careful  com- 
parison of  the  results  of  these  examinations  with  the  questions  and 
papers  returned  on  them  by  ctindiilates  at  the  eDtrance-examinatioD 
shows  that  the  time  devoted  to  instruction  has  been  skillfully  and  dili- 
gently used  by  ofBcers  and  students.  All  the  examinations,  including 
the  one  for  admissiou,  seem  to  the  board  just  and  impartial. 

The  course  is  severely  gymnastic.  Mathematics  and  physics  occupy 
a  share  of  the  time,  which  might  seem  disproportionately  large  were 
ic  not  true  that  the  object  of  the  school  ia  "special,"  namely,  to  fit  men 
for  effective  service  in  the  field  of  military  engineering,  and  this  work 
mnst  be  done  in  four  years  with  young  men  who  come  f^om  the  common 
achooU  of  the  country. 

The  Academy  does  not  undertake  to  give  a  broad  general  edncation. 
The  fallow-ground  of  literature,  psychology,  ethics,  and  esthetics  it 
cannot  turn,  except  to  teach  the  essentials  of  English  composition.  Its 
fanctions  are  qnite  distinct  from  those  of  an  institution  which  under- 
takes to  fit  men  for  subsequent  professional  studies. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  a  preparation  for  college,  and  especially 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  is  a  valuable  auxiliary  in 
its  own  work.  Of  the  first  seven  men  in  the  graduating  class  of  1877, 
six  had  enjoyed  this  advantage,  and  the  first  man  had  completed  two 
years  of  a  college  course.  But  some  surprise  was  occasioned  by  the 
discovery  that  no  time  is  allowed  on  the  hour-plan  for  instruction  in  the 
department  of  history,  geography,  and  ethics,  a  department  expressly 
created  by  statute.*  Indeed,  no  direct  training  in  the  use  of  the  En> 
gtish  language  is  given  during  the  entire  course.  Considering  the  im- 
portance to  an  Army  officer  of  a  lucid  and  graceful  style  of  English  com- 
)K>sition,  the  board  feels  bound  to  draw  si>ecial  attention  to  this  omis- 
sion. 

The  question  of  the  true  position  of  drawing  in  this  course  is  beset 
with  many  difficulties  and  engaged  the  serious  attention  of  the  board. 
Drawing  involves  two  distinct  branches  of  knowledge,  viz,  construc- 
tioo-drawing,  including  projections,  topography,  &c.,  or  the  ability  to 
represent  all  objects  on  a  fiat  surface  in  such  a  way  that  their  size  and 
relations  will  be  intelligible  to  a  competent  observer,  and  free-hand  or 
art  drawing.  Instrnction  in  the  first,  in  the  judgment  of  the  board,  might 
properly  be  put  upon  the  instructor  in  practical  military  engineering,  ex- 
cept that  part  of  it  which  now  falls  to  the  professor  of  mathematics. 

The  practice  of  drawing  as  one  of  the  fine  arts  ia  a  beautiful  accom- 
plishment, and  must  add  to  the  attractiveness  of  a  topographical  map; 
but  it  is  not  indispensable  to  a  successful  engineer,  though  it  enlarges 
his  resources  of  pleasure,  especially  in  isolated  localities  on  the  frontier. 
Whether  the  time  now  devote<1  te  it  at  West  Point  can  be  afforded  or 
shonld  be  filled  with  other  labor,  a  larger  experience  will  decide.  The 
professor  of  drawing  has  served  but  one  year,  and  the  results  of  the  year 
are  quite  pleasing. 

The  position  of  the  professor  of  law  is  anomalous.  He  is  the  only 
member  of  the  academic  board  assigned  to  duty,  and  by  this  means 


*  Oeneral  Ststotee,  chap.  4,  t 
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liable  at  aay  time  to  trsDnfer,  like  any  Arinj  officer.  Common  juBtice 
would  demand  a  reconiinendfttiuQ  for  bis  recommiasion  by  tlie  President^ 
with  the  coaaent  of  the  S.-n^te,  so  as  to  sec.ire  him  a  permaDeot  t^onre, 
were  there  not  stroD^;  reasons  for  a  reorgaoizatioa  of  the  other  depart- 
ments  so  ae  to  assimilate  them  to  this. 

The  attention  of  the  board  was  called  to  tbe  possibility  of  a  consider- 
able economy  without  loss  of  efficiency  by  a  reorganization  of  the  plat» 
forgiving  instrnctiou  in  the  modero  langaages. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  length  of  the  coarse  has  not  been  uni- 
form. By  act  of  Congress  September  18,  lS5i,  the  course  was  changed 
from  four  years  to  five.  Changed  bactk  Octotwr  11, 1858,  again  made 
five  years  April  15, 1859,  and  finally  fixed  at  four,  July,  1861,  iu  which 
year  two  classes  graduated.  The  confusion  arising  from  these  tentative 
experiments  has  resulted  in  a  possible  survival  of  the  strongest  rather 
than  tbe  fittest  in  tbe  elements  of  the  curriculnm.  But  specific  chanj^ 
in  a  course  of  stndy  which  has  in  it  the  experience  of  seventy-five  years^ 
and  which  has  borne  fruit,  on  the  whole,  so  good,  must  be  made  with 
great  care  and  circnmspectioD.  Each  part  of  tbe  course  must  be  wisely 
and  justly  set  in  its  true  relations  to  other  parts. 

For  HQch  minute  and  careful  labor  the  time  at  the  disposal  of  tbe  board 
was  altogether  inadequate.  They  content  themselves,  therefore,  with 
stating  tbe  results  of  their  iuquiries,  as  ground  for  the  conclusion  which 
tbey  reached — that  the  time  has  come  for  a  judicious  and  thorough  re- 
adjustment of  tbe  coarse  of  study. 
,  They  therefore  recommend  that  a  commission,  small  enough  to  be 
efficient  and  large  enough  to  be  serviceable,  be  constituted  by  act  of 
Congress,  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible,  with  ample  time  and  powers,  to 
consist  of  gentlemen  representing  the  academic  board,  the  gradnat«8  of 
the  Arademy,  and  civilians  familiar  with  general  education,  who  shall 
report  to  Congress  such  changes  in  the  organization  of  tbe  Academy 
and  its  course  of  study  as  shall  promote  its  usefulness. 

Id  making  this  recommendation  the  board  reaffirm,  f^om  their  owa 
observations,  thejudgment  of  their  ioimediate  predecessors.* 

THE  COBPS  OF  CADETS. 

Commitsary  and  meat. 

Allusion  has  already  been  made  in  this  report,  under  fiscal  afi^irs,  to 
the  important  duties  which  devolve  upon  Lieutenant  Mills  in  the  pur- 
chase of  commissary  supplies  and  clothing  for  the  cadets,  and  in  the 
management  of  the  mess-hall,  garden,  laundry,  &c.  Under  his  man- 
agement the  cadets'  mess-bill  for  two  mouths  has  been  reduced  from  an 
average  of  forty  dollars  to  twenty-nine,  without  any  falling  off  in  the 
quality  and  variety  of  the  food  furnished.  This  reduction  is  important 
since  tbe  cadets  now  draw  bnt  ninety  dollars  for  every  two  months,  ont 
of  which  all  th'^ir  bills  must  be  paid. 

Frequent  visits  to  tbe  mess-ball  gave  abundant  evidence  that  the  food 
corresponds  with  the  bill  of  fare  which  is  posted  in  tbe  hall,  and  those 
members  of  the  board  who  sat  down  to  meals  at  different  times  approve 
its  quality  and  amount. 

The  cadets  procure  washing  in  the  laundry  by  steam  at  very  low 
prices,  and  all  the  appointments  of  tbe  laundry,  kitchen,  and  mess-ball 
are  satisfactory. 

*  Svt)  Report  of  Board  of  Viaiturs  foi  1876,  Ueneral  Deveui,  prMideut. 
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jynn. 

For  purposes  of  instruction  in  tactics,  the  corps  is  divided  into  four 
companies,  each  ia  charge  of  ao  assistant  inatmctor,  wtio  is  a  commis- 
aioned  oflBcer  of  the  Army. 

Tb6  board  witnessed  e:ihibitioDa  of  the  proficiency  of  tbecadets  in  eacb 
of  the  three  arms  of  the  service,  and  are  clear  that  the  high  repntation 
of  the  Academy  for  perfection  in  precision  of  military  maneuvers  is  welt 
sustained.  Much  anrprise  was  manifested  at  the  remarkable  attainments 
of  the  cadets  in  cavalry  practice,  considering  the  small  amonut  of  time' 
which  ia  devoted  to  this  branch. 

In  the  infantry  drill,  in  addition  to  perfect  step  in  colnmn  line  an*? 
wbeel^  the  board  remarked  with  approbation  tbe  new  movement  in  the- 
skirmish  drill,  by  which  the  advanced  line  is  re-enforced  by  the  second  ami 
third. 

In  the  manipnlattoD  of  artillery  the  cadets  sustained  the  high  reputa- 
tion of  the  corps  for  brilliancy  in  the  manenvering  of  field-batteries  and 
fM»;oracy  in  the  firing  of  siege-guns. 

The  important  subject  of  the  flight  of  projectiles  is  treated  in  theoret- 
ical and  practical  use  of  the  most  valaable  cootributioDS  of  esact  science. 

The  Band. 

The  board  find  that  tbe  reduction  of  the  band  nnderrecentlegislationr 
of  Congress  from  forty  to  twenty-four  members  has  greatly  increased  the- 
difficulty  of  keeping  ap  a  high  degree  of  excellence  in  tactical  move- 
ments. 

This  band,  the  only  one  paid  for  by  the  government  in  the  entire  mil- 
itary establishment  of  the  United  States,  has  long  contributed  in  a  marked 
degree  to  the  precision,  effectiveness,  and  spirit  of  the  drill  and  training 
of  the  cadets.  Its  efiectiveness  has  been  diminished  by  tbe  reduction 
in  nnmbera  in  a  ^eater  ratio  than  the  figures  indicate.  The  board  are> 
clearly  of  opinion  that  the  band  ought  to  be  restored  to  its  pristine  nnnt- 
bers  and  efficiency.  All  connected  with  tbe  Academy  thoroughly  sym- 
pathize with  this  view. 

Religious  and  gocial  advantages. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Academy  the  only  time  at  which  for 
mal  religions  iostrnction  is  given  is  on  the  Lord's  day.  On  that  day 
the  whole  body  of  cadets  attend  service  in  the  chapel  in  the  forenoon, 
except  such  as  are  excused  to  attend  some  other  service,  or  are  excused 
altogether  on  the  ground  of  conscientious  scruples.  Tbin  service  is  con- 
dncted  by  the  chaplain.  Jn  the  afternoon  a  volunteer  Bible-claas  is  held 
in  the  chapel,  and,  at  the  same  time,  several  cadets  attend  other  Sunday- 
schools.  On  Sunday  and  Wednesday  evenings  a  volunteer  prayer-meet- 
ing is  conducted  in  Dialectic  Hall,  which  is  largely  attended  by  the 
cadets.  No  study  is  required  on  the  Lord's  day.  The  chaplain  of  tbe 
post  states  that  the  cadets  have  uniformly  manifested  a  high  degree  of 
respect  and  attention  toward  religious  services. 

The  nature  of  the  case  forbids  any  specific  chnrch  organisation  at  the 
post. 

The  board  hope  that  some  means  will  be  adopted  vhereby  there  shall 
be  more  frequent  contact  between  the  cadets  and  the  chaplain,  and  they 
further  respectfully  recommend  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  aca- 
demic board  to  consider  whether  the  public  parade  on  the  Sabbath  day 
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might  Dot  be  omitted  without  iinpairiug  the  discipline  and  efficiency  of 
the  corps  of  cadets. 

The  Dialectic  Society,  a  volaDtary  organization  established  in  1824, 
is  kept  op  with  a  good  degree  of  eQlcieacy,  and  affords  excellent  oppor- 
tnnities  to  its  memberB  for  practice  in  extempore  discassiou  tiad  in  com- 
position. Tbecadetsareallowed  to  visit  the  ball  of  the  society  on  Satur- 
day evenings  and  on  other  days  dnring  release  from  qnarters.  The  rule 
governing  the  visits  of  cadets  to  families  ou  the  post  restricts  them  to 
recreation-faonra  on  Saturday  afternoons,  except  by  written  permission 
of  the  commandant.  They  may  visit  in  barracks  on  Satnrday  evening 
£rom  inspection  until  tattoo.  They  may  consult  books  in  the  library  at 
any  time  when  exempt  fh>in  datj  elsewhere,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  learn 
that  large  use  is  made  of  this  privilege. 

Discipline. 

Every  cadet  is  enlisted  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  fur  eight 
years.  Dnring  the  four  years  of  Lis  residence  at  West  Point  he  is  to 
become  familiar  by  actual  experience  with  the  duties  of  a  soldier.  For 
this  end  the  system  of  discipline  is  calculated.  It  must,  of  necessity, 
differ  widely  from  the  regimen  of  a  civilian  school. 

The  conductrroll  is  the  mainspring  of  the  system  of  discipline.  Tbe 
roles,  which  every  cadet  is  bonnd  to  obey,  are  contained  in  two  printed 
documents:  Begulations  for  the  United  States  Military  Academy,  and 
General  Orders  for  the  United  States  Corps  of  Cadets,  issued  nnder  tbe 
sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  War.* 

The  punishment  for  every  offense  is  also  carefully  prescribed.  The 
enforcement  of  discipline  is  carried  oat  by  means  of  pnnishments 
awarded  by  the  commandant  of  cadets,  with  the  approval  in  every  in- 
stance of  the  superintendent,  and  by  advantages  gained  by  regularity 
and  obedience.  The  enforcement  of  such  minnte  rules  in  a  mechanical 
way  would  become  injurious,  but  when  it  is  mixed  with  common  sense 
and  manly  discretion,  as  at  West  Point,  it  produces  most  beneficial  re- 
sults. The  cadets  acquire  habits  of  neatness,  order,  regularity,  implicit 
obedience  to  lawfully-constituted  authority,  and  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  the  most  minute  duties,  which  are  essential  to  the  character  of 
a  good  soldier.  The  most  scrupulous  care  is  exercised  by  the  command- 
ant, who  is  charged  with  the  immediate  administration  of  discipline,  to 
secure  exact  Jastice  in  all  transactions  with  the  cadets,  so  that  each 
student  shall  feel  that  bis  own  immunity  from  outrage  must  be  met  on 
his  own  part  by  a  nice  regard  for  the  rights  of  others.  Indeed,  the  ex- 
ample and  precept  of  tbe  commandant  are  well  supported  by  tbe  influ- 
ence of  the  whole  academic  board.  The  cadet  in  recitation  is  addressed 
by  the  title  of  "  Mister:"  the  tender  of  respectful  courtesy  from  the  in- 
ferior in  rank  is  invariably  met  by  a  retnrn  in  kind  from  the  snperior; 
perfect  decorum  prevails  in  the  mess-hall  at  meals;  and  hazing,  lying, 
profanity,  and  all  use  of  alcohol  are  prohibited  by  stringent  rules  which 
are  rigidly  enforced.  It  is  noteworthy  that  no  purchases  can  he  made 
by  the  cadets  except  throagh  tbe  commissary.  There  are  no  shops  on 
the  post.  All  that  officers  can  do  is  done  to  secure  equal  rights  to  all 
cadets ;  and,  above  all,  every  effort  is  made  to  instill  and  to  cultivate  a 
high  sense  of  honor  as  the  principle  of  honorable  conduct,  so  that  mild 
pnnishments  are  severely  felt,  and  simple  rewards  deeply  appreciated* 

*  These  pamphleta  are  fnmlabed  by  tbe  ■uperioteudent  to  any  applicant,  and  gi'C 
detailed  infonnation  aa  to  raloH,  piiniabmeDtB,  and  rewards.  A  lUt  of  otber  priDted 
•ODTOM  of  iDformatioD  ii  giveD  iu  Titble  F. 
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The  object  of  the  discipline  of  tbe  Academy  is  to  fit  meo  for  soldiers  ia 
SDch  a  manner  as  not  to  unfit  them  for  civilians.  Bat  the  life  of  a  sol- 
dier is  rigorons  and  exacting.  It  is  well,  then,  that  the  cadets  shonld  be 
sabjeoteu  to  a  regimen  which  will  prepare  them  for  their  profesaion. 
Perfect  regalarity  in  sleep,  dress,  diet,  care  of  the  body,  exercise,  study, 
and  recreation,  under  the  wise  direction  of  expert  instructors,  results  in 
the  finest  physical  development  and  great  professional  ability.  The 
board  remarked  with  great  pleasure  the  modest  and  maoly  bearing  of 
the  cadets,  and  their  freedom  from  all  visible  signs  of  any  vicious  indul- 
gence ;  and  the  country  may  congratulate  itself  that  the  officers  of  its 
Axmyare  so  admirably  nurtured  as  soldiers  and  men.  Every  good  cit- 
izen is  deeply  interested  in  all  that  concerns  the  welfare  of  the  Academy, 
and  cannot  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  it  is  the  vital  point  of  oar  uatioual 
defenses. 

For  coavenience,  the  recommendations  of  the  board  are  briefly  reca- 
pitulated : 

1.  That  the  commissary  of  sabsistence  be  allowed  a  clerk. 

2.  That  the  barracks  be  enlarged  aod  better  lighted. 

3.  That  the  hospital  be  finished. 

4.  That  the  water^upply  be  enlarged. 

5.  That  the  sewerage  of  the  poet  1^  completed. 

6.  That  more  ample  gas-wor^s  bej>rovided. 

7.  That  the  baud  be  restored  to  forty  members. 

8.  That  inquiry  be  made  as  to  the  possibility  of  abolishing  mill  tary 
parades  on  the  Lord's  day. 

9.  That  a  commission  be  constituted  to  revise  the  course  of  study. 
In  conclusion,  the  board  cordially  re-aflirm  the  judgment  of  all  their 

predecessors  in  commending  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  to 
the  confidence  and  support  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Signed,  in  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  board, 

CHARLES  O.  THOMPSON,  President. 
CHARLES  TODD  QUINTARD,  Secretara. 
Tbe  Hon.  Seobetabt  of  Wab. 
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Tabi-k  B. 

Lieut.  S.  il.  UxUi,  treaturer    United  Stata  Jfflilary  AeadeKy,  In  aocounl  milk  the  Unttti 

State*  Carpi  0/  CadeU,  for  the  ytar  Mding  April  30, 1017. 
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MEMORANDA  OF  THE  QUOTA  OF  CADETS. 

The  Tight  of  appointment  bas  always  been  with  the  President. 

In  1802  the  Academy  was  eetnblished  by  law  aB  part  of  the  Engineer 
Corps  (2  Stat8.,  137),  and  the  number  of  cadets  .was  10. 

Previously  the  organization  of  the  Engineer  Corps  (1  Stats.,  3G6)  had 
provided  for  2  cadets. 

In  1S12  the  number  was  increased  to  250  (2  StatB.,  720),  bnt  nothing 
was  enacted  as  to  their  residence.  The  cuatom  gradually  grew  up,  how  • 
ever,  in  these  as  in  oUier  appointments  of  consulting  the  Representatives 
in  Congress  as  to  fit  persons  for  the  appointment,  and  this  cnstom  con- 
tiuaes  and  is  now  invariable,  althoagh  it  has  never  been  enacted  a  law. 

In  1843  the  number  wae  fixed  at  one  from  each  congresSioBal  district, 
Territory,  and  District  of  Columbia,  and  ten  appointments  at  large  in 
addition,  and  has  so  remained  to  the  present  time. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  250  cadets  authorized  in  1812  were  distribated 
approximately  according  to  the  population  of  States,  and  the  accom- 
panying table  is  drawn  up  on  that  basis. 

It  would  involve  a  clerical  labor  of  several  weeks  (and  then  without  a 
strictly  accnrate  resalt,  owing  to  the  meagerness  of  the  early  records)  to 
take  account  of  the  faitnres  and  "  tarn-backs  "  from  different  States  and 
the  "flve-years"  classes. 

The  accompanying  table  is  compiled  by  distributing  the  250  appoint- 
ments among  the  States  by  the  proportion,  as  the  total  population  is  to 
the  population  of  the  State,  so  is  250  to  the  quadrennial  quota  of  tbe 
State. 


I  Cioogic 


396  BEPOST  OF  THE   8ECBETABY    OF   WUL 

Dividing  the  aHotmeot  of  eaoli  State  by  four,  we  obtain  its  annual 
quota.  After  1S43  the  nnmber  of  congreBsional  and  territorial  districts 
(according  to  each  change  thereof)  has  been  nsed  and  the  namber  of 
each  State  divided  by  foar  as  before.  The  result  is  only  an  approxima- 
tion, bnt  a  very  close  one,  to  "  the  number  of  cadets  to  which  each  Btate 
would  have  been  entitled  had  the  quota  been  kept  full  from  the  be- 
ginning." 

fiespectfuUy  sobmitted. 

F.  V.  GREENE, 
Firtt  Lieutenant  Engineers. 

N'OTE. — This  table  is,  of  course,  purely  hypothetical.  It  shows  the 
number  of  cadets  each  State  would  have  had  provided  no  vacaQcies 
had  ever  been  left  unfilled,  and  provided  each  cadet  had  remained  four 
years  and  then  graduated.  The  fact  that  so  many  have  failed  after  ad- 
mission  and  thereby  given  two  or  more  cadets  to  one  district  in  fonr 
years  and  less  than  one  graduate  in  the  same  period,  makes  these  figures 
less  than  the  actual  namber  of  admiasioua  aod  greater  than  the  actaal 
namber  of  gradaates,  these  being  given  by  Colonel  Hall  at  5,72L  ad- 
missions and  2,610  graduates. 

P.  V.  G. 
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Printed  sources  of  information  oowxmit^  the  MUitarp  Academy  at  Weat 
Foint. 

Beporta  of  Boards  of  Viaitors,  appended  to>  annual  reportB  of  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

Biographical  Register  of  the  Officers  and  Oradaatea  of  the  United 
States  Military  Academy.  By  General  George  W.  Galium.  Van  JJTos- 
trand,  New  York. 

Military  Systems  of  Edacation.  Henry  Barnard.  Hartford,  Conn. 
Pablished  by  the  aothor. 

Accounts  of  the  Systems  of  Military  Edacation  in  France,  Fmssia, 
Aastria,  Bavaria,  and  the  United  Stat^.  The  chapter  on  West  Point, 
by  Col.  P.  L.  MacDoagall.    X^ndon :  Eyre  and  Spottiswoode. 

Hiatory  of  West  Point  Maj.  E.  0.  Boynton.  Van  Nostrand,  New 
York. 

Beport  of  a  Commission  appointed  in  1S60  to  revise  the  Course  of 
Study.    The  War  Department,  Washington. 

The  Army  Begister.    Adjutant-General's  Office,  Washington, 

List  of  cadets  admitted  into  the  United  States  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point.  Compiled  by  Capt.  Bobert  H.  Hall,  War  Department, 
Washington. 

A  valuable  pamphlet  privately  printed  by  the  Association  of  Alnmni. 

BegnlatioDs  for  the  United  States  Military  Academy.  Sect  on  appli- 
cation to  the  superintendent  of  the  Academy. 

General  Orders  for  the  Uuited  States  Corps  of  Cadets.  Sent  on 
application  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Academy, 

For  additional  valuable  information,  suggested  by  General  Thomas  H. 
Vincent,  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  A.,  see  American  State  Papers, 
Military  Affairs,  vols.  I  to  VH,  particularly  vol.  VIZ  (pages  1  to  108), 
for  report  No.  731,  H.  B.,  24th  Congress,  2d  session,  giving,  from  a  select 
committee,  a  history  of  the  origin  of  the  Military  Academy ;  its  changes 
by  legislation  and  practice ;  objections  to  its  constitution  and  operations ; 
modifications  to  adapt  it  to  the  wants  of  the  nation  ;  hiatory  of  the  names 
and  matters  relating  to  all  cadets,  from  1800  to  1834 ;  military  history 
of  all  graduates  received  into  the  Army;  amount  appropriated  for  the 
Military  Academy  and  annual  expenues,  from  1815  to  1834 ;  the  same 
from  lS02tol815;  recent  appointments,  graduates,  and  how  disposed  of; 
resignations  from  the  Army,  of  graduates,  and  remarks  on  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Academy,  &c. 
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REPORT 

Of  rut 

BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  SOLDIERS'  HOME. 


Office  df  the  Boabd  op  Oommissionsbs 

OP  THE  Soldiers'  Home, 
Room  13  Wotdbr-b  Buildino, 
WasMngton,  B.  C,  October  26. 18J7. 

SiB:  In  accordance  with  the  reqairements  of  article  1  of  the  "regula- 
tioDS  for  the  general  and  internal  direction  of  the  Soldiers'  Home,"  whicli 
directs  that  the  board  of  commissioners,  "  at  their  meeting  in  October, 
will  make  an  annnal  report  of  their  proceedings  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  the  iuformation  of  Congress,"!  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the 
year  ending  September  30, 1877,  that  the  monthly  visits  of  inspection 
by  the  board  have  been  regularly  made  as  required  by  law,  and  at  each 
visit  the  accounta  of  the  treasurer  have  been  audited  for  the  previous 
montb.  In  addition  to  the  stated  official  visits  of  the  board  frequent 
personnl  visits  have  been  made,  and  all'mntters  pertaining  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  inmates  and  the  care,  preservation,  and  improvement  of  the 
property  of  tbe  home  have  received  couatant,  careful  attention. 

During  tbe  past  year,  as  well  as  in  previous  years,  tbe  board  have 
kept  in  view  as  objects  of  the  greatest  moiuent  connected  with  their 
important  trust,  the  happiness  and  Tvell-being  of  the  inmates  and  the 
permanent  improvement  of  their  property.  The  comparative  ease  with 
which  good  discipline  is  maintained,  the  respectable  api^earance  and 
deportment  of  the  inmates,  and,  considering  the  class  of  men  gathered 
together,  the  low  ratio  of  sickness  and  death  among  them,  attest  the  suc- 
cess with  which  the  efforts  of  the  board,  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  for- 
mer object,  has  been  met.  In  this  connection  it  is  proi>er  to  recognize  the 
constant  care  and  attention  given  by  the  governor  and  his  officers  to  all 
tbe  wants  of  the  inmates,  while  their  devotion  to  alt  other  matters  per- 
taining to  tbe  immediat«  administration  of  the  affairs  of  tbe  home  has 
been  raitbful,  and  in  all  respects  satisfaotory  to  the  board. 

Tbe  addition,  by  purchase,  of  an  estate  embracing  about  forty  acres 
of  excellent  farm-laud  adjoining  the  home-grounds  on  the  east,  which 
was  made  in  the  fall  of  1876,  has  been  a  most  valuable  acquisition,  and 
alt  farming  operations  connected  with  the  home  are  now  established 
there,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  ground  on  tbe  west  side,'  which  could 
never  be  appropriate  to  the  general  plan  for  tbe  grand  park  It  is  de- 
signed to  be,  has  beeu  discnntinned. 

Among  the  improvements  carried  on  daring  tbe  past  year,  the  most 
important  is  the  erection  of  a  substantial  stone  wall  and  iron  fence 
extending  from  the  northwest  corner  of  the  grounds  along  the  thorough- 
fare known  as  the  "liock  Creek  church  road,"  and  continuing  around  tbe 
northern  to  a  point  on  the  northeastern  boundary.  A  work  which  will 
recommend  itself  to  any  intelligent  observer,  and  which  will,  without  a 
doubt,  prove  by  its  durability  tliat  tbe  money  expended  upon  it  was  an 
economical  Investment. 

The  steady  increase  in  tbe  number  of  inmates,  aud  the  crowded  state 
of  the  quarters,  has  made  it  necessary  to  take  some  steps  toward 
increasing  tbe  accommodations,  aud  for  this  pnrpose  an  extension  to 
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the  north  mug  of  the  main  bailding  was  determined  upon.  The  cellar 
has  been  dag  and  the  foandation  walls  carried  ap  to  the  surface  ready 
for  the  commeDcemeut  or  the  walls,  where  the  work  has  been  saspended 
for  thifl  Beason. 

A  new  building  has  beenerected  ou  an  appropriate  site  north  of  the 
main  bnildlDg,  and  is  now  being  completed  for  a  library  and  reading- 
room.  The  removal  of  the  library  from  the  main  bailding  to  the  new 
structare  will  afford  sleeping  accommodatioDS  for  quite  a  number  of  in- 
mates, and  very  mnch  relieve  the  present  crowded  state  of  the  qnarters. 

At  the  principal  entrance  (known  as  the  "  Whitney-avenae"  en- 
trance), and  at  the  northwest  entrance  from  the  "  Bock  Creek  chorch 
road,"  new,  substantial  iron  gates  of  elegant  design  and  oruameotatioD 
hare  been  placed. 

As  far  as  practicable,  the  inmates  who  possess  mechanical  knowledg^e 
and  are  physically  able  have  been  employed  in  the  work  on  buildings 
and  grounds,  according  to  their  several  trades,  while  others  have  been 
employed  as  laborers  upOQ  the  roads,  the  farm,  and  in  the  gardens,  and 
all  receive  pay  for  the  work  performed,  additional  to  the  regular  bene- 
fits of  the  home. 

The  following  changes  have  occarred  among  the  officers  of  the  home 
during  the  past  year: 

Lieut.  Col.  0.  H.  Liub,  assintimt  medical  parvoyor,  secretary,  and 
treasurer,  died  December  2,  1870,  and  the  vacancy  thus  created  was 
filled  by  the  detail  of  Maj.  J,  H.  Whittlesey,  United  States  Army  (re- 
tired). 

Maj.  J.  C.  Clark,  jr.,  Uoited  States  Army  (retired),  depnty  governor, 
was  relieved  at  his  own  request,  May  15, 1877,  and  Maj.  Milton  Cogs- 
well, United  States  Army  (retired),  was  assigned  to  duty  in  bis  place. 

Col.  T.  G.  Pitcher,  First  Infantry,  who  had  filled  the  position  of  gov- 
erner  of  the  home  for  nearly  six  years,  was  relieved  July  1, 1877,  and 
CoU  J.  H.  Potter,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  was  detailed  to  succeed  him. 

The  receipts  and  disbursements  of  funds  on  account  of  the  home  for 
the  year  have  been  as  follows ; 

BemBiniug  on  hand  September  30,  1P76 {67,114  31 

Boceived  on  account  of  Army  oontribntions  (I'-JJ  cents  pet 
month  from  eacb  enlisted  iDan  in  tbe  Amy),  fines  ftnd  for- 
feitares  imposed  b;  eeotence  of  conrt-martial,  aDclaimed 
efieclR  of  deceased  soldiers,  pensiODB  of  men  receWia^  the 
beDcGiB  of  tbe  borne,  interest  and  sales,  effects  of  deoeued 

inmates iaM,334  6i 

t?ri,443K 

Paid  for  eabsistence  and  olothins  of  inmates,  commntstion  atloiTanceof 
fffper  month  to  membeisof  the  borne  roeidiiigwith  their  families, trans- 
)iorIa(lon  ofdiEChsrged  soldiers  to  the  home,  monthly  j^ratnities  and  pay 
to  iDitiatesenplofed,  beds  and  bedding,  new  f urn  it  lire,  fuel,  f(aa,  and 
forage,  build  inf^-materials  and  pay  of  mechanics,  stone  wall  and  iron 
ratliUK  inclosintc  the  grounds,  lodge-gntes  and  homies,  erection  of  new 
bnildinKB  (library,  farm-house,  and  t>tables),  new  works  for  increasing  tbe 
Dupply  of  water,  alterations  and  repairs  to  tbe  home  buildiugs,  ofli- 
ceis'  quarters  and  hospital;  improvement  of  gronnds,  making  and  re- 
pair of  roads,  piircbsse  and  opening  and  cnliivatton  of  gardens,  cod- 
structing  sewers  and  laying  drjiin-pipe,  and  incidental  expenses . .     262,308  46 

Remaining  on  hand  September  30,  1877 9.H0  49 

The  nnmberof  new  sdmiHsions  to  the  bnmo  during  the  year  was ^^ 

The  nomherof  men  receiving  the  bonetits  of  tbe  home,  September  30,  Itn?,  was..    ^'^ 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  BARNES, 
SurgmnQeneraX  U.  8.  A.,  Presidmt  Board  of  Cotamiaaiontn- 
The  honorable  the  Seobetaby  of  War.  ,  .  . 
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STATE.  WAR.  AND  NAVY  DEPARTMENT  BUILDING. 


KEPORT  OF  COL.  O.  E.  BABUOGE. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmtt  the  followiog  report  of  operations 
on  tbe  coDStraction  of  the  east  mag  of  building  for  State,  War,  and 
Mavy  Departments  daring  the  period,  from  the  end  of  tbe  fiscal  year 
1376.  to  tbe  1st  day  of  March,  1S7.7. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  June  30, 1S76,  the  fbllowiog  vork 
has  been  done : 

COXCBETB, 

Theie  boa  been  expended  fuT  labor  in  bieakingstoDe for coDorelingaverfloora,  (279.35. 

BRtCK-VOSX. 

Tbe  nalle,  backing,  and  arches  of  the  third  stor;  have  beea  completed  at  a  cost  of 

Tbe  brick  walln  in  the  third  story  bave  oo»t  per  cnbio  foot  43f  osutB,  and  fur  each 
thoaaaud  of  bricks  laid  $24.5(9. 

In  the  fonrlh  etory  the  woUb,  backing,  and  arches  have  been  completed,  at  a  coat  of 
tH,0-J7.67J. 

The  brick  walla  in  the  fonrth  story  contain  25,780  cnbio  feet,  or  438^  tbonnand  brlokH. 
The  coet  of  the  same  per  cobic  foot  ia  SOU  centa  ;  tbe  coat  per  thonsand  is  tltJ.O-^. 

The  backing  in  tbe  fonrth  story  contains  8,67d  onbio  feet,  or  147|  thousand  brioka, 
and  tbe  coet  per  cubic  foot  ia  3(H  centa ;  per  thouaand  bricka  it  ia  glT.H6. 

The  anthoaintbe  fourth  atory  cootain  140,000  bricka  and  17,600  gkew-baokB;  and 
tiiB  cost  per  thonaand  is  fHiM. 

In  the  fifth  atoiy  a  small  portion  of  tbe  walls  and  arches  only  have  been  constrnoted, 
at  B  coat  of  1-2,634.61}. 

Id  the  walls  2,324  cnbic  fbet,  or  33i  tbonsand  liriclu  were  laid,  at  a  coet  per  onhlo 
foot,  of  29f  J  cents ;  and  per  tbonsand  bticka,  (17.6:!^ 

The  arches  in  the  fifth  story  coo  tain  70i  thoiisaad  bricks  and  15,000  skew-backs; 
and  tbe  coet  per  tbonsand  ia  $22.66H- 

Average  cost  of  the  whole  of  the  foregoing  brick-work  per  tbonsaod,  tlQ.SSJ-. 

In  tbe  varions  items  classified  in  my  last  report  as  misoellaneoas  briok-work,  tbere 
baa  been  expended  the  snm  of  $4,376,341. 

QHJlS  ite-skttino. 

Tbe  ETanite-work  of  the  third  story  baa  been  completed,  and  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  fonrth  story  baa  been  set,  at  a  coat  of  (4,591.2^. 

The  nnmber  of  eabio  feet  set  in  the  third  and  fbnrtb  stories  is  15,912,  and  the  cost 
per  cnbio  foot,  including  cement,  sand,  and  iron  clamps,  is  mi  cents. 

On  miscBllaneonsgranite-work.anch  as  checking  jambs,  b  nsb  in  g  fronts,  andincnttins 
here  two  conrt-yard  atones,  which  bad  been  omitted  by  the  ooniractor  at  Foi.  Island, 
Maine,  there  has  been  expended  (1,509.12^. 

ORANITB-CUTTINO    AT  ItlCHUOKD. 

There  has  been  expended  fur  all  labor^  tools,  and  materials  for  cntting, 
dressing,  and  boxing  granite,  including  tbe  contractora'  15  per  oent., 
tbe  snm  of 1163,839  78 

Par  snperintendence,  &o 6,157  00 

Total 170,046  78 
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GBUi'ITS  STOCK. 

There  haa  beeo  expeoded  for  granite  stock,  as  followa : 

F«r  the  balance  of  third  atory ; |r>.841B 

OnBccouDt  of  foDrthatory 6.6.W* 

On  aoconDt  of  fifth  stoif %^3'A 

ON  ACCODNT  OP  COUBT-YARD. 

Pavilion fS'f 

IBOX-WOBK. 

For  iron-work  there  has  been  expended  as  follows: 

Setting  door-framBB  in  baaemeDt . Hil  T-\ 

Settiuc  colomna  and  pilaatera  in  third  aUay 37'<ii| 

For  Tolled  iron  beams  and  aettioK  same  in  foanb  story 5.7621:, 

For  CBHt-iron  coin mns,  pilasters,  and  Betticg aame  in  fourth  Mory 3,iS0± 

For  rolled-iron  beams  and  aetline  aamelD  filth  story 3,71i&<) 

Material  lor  fine  bora WET! 

DOWN -PIPES. 

For  down -pipes  there  baa  been  expended  for  t^-iocb  and  6-incb  patent  i 
pipes,  and  for  labor  in  partly  setting  tbe  eame,$3,OT3.9.'>|. 

For  cleaning  np,  in  and  aronnd  the  buitdiog,  removin 
aod  other  misoellan< 


under  this  head  in  my  last  report,  thpr«  bas  bttt  • 

CONTTNOmrCIBS. 

Tbpre  boa  been  expended  for  salaries  of  assistant  engineer  in  charge,  assistant  ^spfl 
intendent,  inspector  of  materials,  diaughtsmeD,  clerks,  messengers,  watchmen,  offi- 
rent,  stationery,  drawing  nutterials,  postage,  ooal,  ice,  &&,  tbe  saui  of  {17,631.^7, 

DISBURSINO. 

For  disliarsing  the  foregoing  amounts,  the  disbursing  agent  has  receivBi],  ;SI,)UI.: 

SUMMARY  OF  EXFENDITUBB. 

Oo  work 9233.391  S 

On  machinery if,'"' 

On  cotitiugenoies 17,  i 

On  disbursing l.i 


FINANCIAL  STATEU&NT. 


3!M-^h^i' 

Amount  transferred  in  1^5  to  sontb  wing fV.iJ.yCa  63 

Fxpeuded  to  March  1,  1877,  as  psr  vonuher 821,613  Ii7 

Balance  oo  hand  March  1,  lti7T 90,620  TO 

x.a'o.'XM 

During  the  year  ftdvertisements  were  issaed  inviting  proposals  f 
1,500,000,  more  or  less,  of  best  red  bricks.  The  lowest  bid  received  w 
that  of  the  Washington  Brick-Machine  Company,  to  whom  the  coutni 
was  awarded  ;  tbe  price  paid  being  86.37  per  M. 

Flans  were  prepared,  also  specifications  and  oohedales  of  quantitif^ 
tbe  wrought  and  cast  iron  work  reqnired  tot  the  roof  of  the  uorth   a 
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«nth  cartaina.  Advertisements  were  issaed  inviting  proposals  for 
iiniisliiiig  and  erecting  tlie  same,  and  the  following  bids  were  received  : 

taarfJ.Crenrall,]!-.,  ofPhitrfelphiB $10,152  08 

!utl«lt.  Robiu  &  Co.,  Baltimore 10,460  00 

Cm.  B.  Siifc  &  Sons,  Pittoburgh 11,735  02 

i,  A.  E»ma»y,  Baltimore 11.7^0  00 

lobinson  Rrothere,  Georgetown,  D,  C -12,811  43 

loihiil  Cornell,  New  York 13,285  79 

Wph  Eiil  A,  Co.,  Richmond,  Va 13,625  69 

rcacslmu,  Hnren  A,  Co.,  New  York 14,006  36 

:niop  Fonndary,  Chicwo 16,83124 

(we  W.  HaiT  &  Sons,  Camden,  N.J 32,638  10 

Tfae  following  were  received  too'  late  to  be  considered  in  the  letting : 

'tilidelphia  Architectural  Iron  Company,  PtilUdelphia 10,630  52 

*i)!l)tou  Briiiue  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y 9,950  00 

Tbe  contract  was  awarded  to  Samnel  J.  Creawell,  jr.,  of  Pbiladelpbia 
rbo  immediately  commenced  the  work,  and  at  tliis  date  (March  I)  has 
II  titti  wrought  and  cast  iron  manafactured  and  ready  to  ship  to  the 
Jtr  of  the  building. 

Plans  for  the  wrought  and  casti  rou  work  for  the  roof  of  the  center 
«viljon  hare  been  commenced,  and  at  this  date  [March  1}  are  nearly 
ompleted. 

In  sabmitting  this  report,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  received  most  cor- 
isl,  earnest,  and  faithful  aseiatauce  firom  the  disbursing  agent,  Mr. 
iforge  D.  Benjamin  ;  Theodore  B,  Sumo,  the  assistant  engineer;  and 
II  others  employed  on  the  work,  for  which  they  are  entitled  to  tbe  kind 
wsideration  of  your  department. 

!  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reRpeetfnlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
O.  E.  BABCOCK, 
Colonel  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A. 
Tbe  honorable  the  Seceetabt  of  Wak, 

Wagkington,  D.  G. 


REPORT  OF  TDOMAS  L.  CASEY. 

Office  of  Building  fob 
State,  Wab,  and  :Navt  Depabthents. 

Washington,  D.  0.,  August  11,  1877. 
3iB:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  inclose  herewith  my  annual  report  on  tbe 
ilillng  for  tbe  State,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  for  tbe  fiscal  year 
iing  JoDe  30,  1877. 

Very  resi>ectfnllv,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  UNCOLIf  CABBY, 
Lieutmant-ColoHel  Corps  of  Ettgineert. 
rhe  Hod.  Geobqb  W.  McOkart, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Office  op  Bcilding  fob 
State,  AVah,  and  Navy  Depabtments, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  10,  1877. 
tR:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
1  upon  tbe  east  wing  of  the  building  for  the  Stale,  War,  and  Navy 
^rttneots  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 
'mm  the  beginning  of  the  fiitcal  vear  until  March  3,  1877,  the.work  , 
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was  ander  the  cfaarf^e  of  Mf^.  O.  E.  Babcook,  Gorps  of  ERgiueers,  vtao 
at  tbia  data  was  relieved  by  me  ander  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Operations  daring  the  year  have  been  confloed  ezclnsively  to  the  east 
wing,  and  have  consisted  mainly  of  stoue  and  brick  work,  with  which 
was  incorporated  SQch  portion  of  the  iron-work  as  is  necessarily  bnilt 
into  the  masonry,  namely,  the  wronght-iron  floor-beams  and  cast-iroa 
columns  in  the  grand- stairway  well,  and  the  ornamental  pilaatera  of  the 
corridors. 

The  cut  granite  reqaired  for  the  conrt-yard  wall  was  furnished  nnder 
contract  by  the  Bodwell  Granite  Compacy  of  Rockland,  He.,  and  that 
of  the  front,  also  under  contract,  by  Albert  Ordway  of  Bichmond,  Va., 
and  from  quarries  on  the  James  River.  The  bricks  wore  furnished  from 
yards  in  and  about  Washington.  The  rolled  beams  of  the  fireproof 
flooring  were  from  the  Phoenix  Works  of  Pennsylvania;  and  the  oast- 
iron  columns  and  pilasters  were  furnished  by  Joseph  Hall  &  Co.,  of 
Richmond,  Va. 

Round-Top  cement,  manufactured  on  the  bauks  of  the  Potomac  River, 
near  Hancock,  Md.,  and  bearing  a  good  reputation  among  the  Americao 
natural  cements,  was  exclusively  employed  in  the  mortar. 

Operations  have  progressed  steadily  throughout  the  year,  save  a  sos- 
peusion  of  about  four  mouths  during  the  freeziug  weather,  from  Kovem- 
ber  3U  to  A  pril  2,  the  force  employed  during  active  operations  averaging 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  daily. 

The  records  of  the  oftiue  show  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  the 
court -yard  wall  had  reached  the  level  of  the  fourth-story  floor ;  the  front 
wall  throughout  was  atwve  this  floor,  and  generally  more  than  one-half 
the  height  of  the  third  story,  and  the  brick  backing  of  twth  walls  was 
up  with  the  stone  work.  The  fire-proof  floor-arching,  and  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  interior  brick  walls  of  the  third  story,  were  also  completed. 
The  masonry  was  practically  built  to  the  general  level  of  the  middle  of 
this  story  throughout.  All  that  had  been  accomplished  exterior  to  this 
wing  was  the  construction  of  the  front  area  walls  to  the  height  of  the 
bottom  of.  the  coping  course,  which/  however,  is  two  courses  of  ashlar 
higher  than  subsequent  plans  have  determined  upon.  The  priucipal 
materials  on  hand  consisted  of  all  the  cut  granite  required  to  complete 
tlie  court-yard  wall ;  a  supply  of  cut  granite,  regularly  replenished  from 
the  cutting-yards  at  Richmond,  for  the  front  walls ;  113,565  bricks ;  and 
42,400  tikew-back  bricks  for  floor-arcbes. 

In  the  middle  of  October  the  third-story  masonry  was  completed,  and 
at  the  close  of  operations  for  the  season  (the  last  of  Novemfa«r)  the  ma- 
aonry  of  the  fourth  story  had  reached  the  level  of  the  flfcb  stoiy  or 
attic  floor,  excepting  the  front  wall,  which  then  stood  at  the  general 
level  of  the  window-sill  course.  The  front  walls  of  the  long  cortaios 
were  completed,  the  courb-yard  and  corridor  briok-areb  floors  had  been 
laid,  and  the  conrtyard  wall  completed. 

As  active  operatioua  were  not  resumed  until  April  2, 1S77,  the  above 
was,  therefore,  the  condition  of  the  work  vben  turned  over  to  me  by 
Major  Bibcock.  Tbere  were  on  hand  at  this  date  455,982  bricks ;  21,325 
skew-back  bricks ;  23  cubic  yards  of  sand ;  and  lf>3  barrels  of  cement. 
There  were  also  four  large  boom-derricks  disposed  at  equal  intervals 
upon  the  top  of  the  building,  and  two  hoisting-engines  on  tbe  corridor- 
floors  of  the  third  story,  nil  favorably  situated  for  use. 

From  the  commencement  of  operations  in  the  present  season  to  Jane 
30,  tbe  work  has  comprised  stoue  and  brick  masoury,  and  tbe  constrae- 
tiou  of  tbe  iron  roofs  of  tbe  two  long  curtains.  All  the  granite-voi^ 
of  tbe  exterior  walls,  except  that  of  three  dormer  windows  on  tha  pa- 
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-vllion-frotit,  was  completed,  vhile  but  a  trifling  part  of  the  interior 
brick  walls  remained  anflniahed.  All  tlie  brick  floor-arohes  of  the  fifth 
story  had  been  laid,  leaviDg,  however,  small  openiogs  to  admit  the  frame- 
-work  sapporting  the  derricks. 

The  iron-work  required  for  the  roof^  of  the  long  carCaiDS  was  far- 
nished  and  erected  by  Samnel  J.  Creswell,  jr.,  of  Philadelphia,  nnder  a 
contract  signed  by  Major  Babcock,  dated  Janaary  3, 1877,  and  the  cod- 
traot  was  completed  May  30,  1877.  All  bat  the  front  slope  of  this  roof, 
which  isJQst  above  the  mansard,  was  sabseqaently  covered  by  a  system 
of  light  flre-proof  corrugated-iron  and  concrete  arches,  of  an  average 
thickness  of  fonr  inches,  which  is  yet  to  receive  a  plaster  coating  of  1 
to  1^  inches  of  cement- mortar,  and  a  sheathing  of  light  sheet-copper. 
The  mansard  of  the  south  curtain  was  slated,  the  slates  for  the  north 
curtain  prepared,  and  the  whole  of  the  exposed  iron-work,  iocladiDg  the 
sofBts  of  the  cormgated-iron  arching,  painted. 

After  dae  advertisement  for  proposals,  contracts  were  entered  into 
daring  the  year,  aa  follows : 

September  13,  1976,  with  J.  G.  anil   J.  M.  Waters,  of  Georgetoira,  for  3,000  barrels 

Bonnd-Top  cement,  at(1.23  per  barret,  wUb  a  deductioa  often  ceats  for  each  barrel  re- 
September  16, 1876,  tritb  WaghiDfctoD  Brick-Macbine  Companj  for  1,500,000  best  red 

bricbs,  delivered  for  $6.37  per  thousand. 

Janaar;  3,  1B77,  with  Samuel  J.  Creawell,  jr.,  of  Philadelphia,  for  famisbiag  and 

ereetineiill  the  Iroo-work  of  the  roob  of  the  two  enrtains  at  $10,152.08. 

Ma;29,  1ST7,  with  the  last-named  party  for  farDlshing  and  erecting  all  the  iroa- 

work  of  the  remaindei  of  tbe  roof  of  the  ea«C  wing,  oonaiating  of  the  center  and  amall 

pavilioiiB,  for  |19,32tj.91. 

Thus,  at  the  close  of  tbe  fiscal  year,  this  wing  of  the  bailding  had  re- 
ceived nearly  the  whole  of  its  curtain  roofs,  exclusive  of  copper  sheath- 
ing, and  was  essentially  ready  for  the  entire  roof  of  the  center  and 
small  pavilions.  Arrangements  had  already  been  perfected  for  the  con- 
struction of  this  remaining  roof  in  the  letting  of  a  contract  therefor,  as 
above  mentioned,  with  the  time  of  completion  limited  to  September  1, 
1877. 

Drawings  had  already  been  prepared  and  bids  opened  on  Jane  20  for 
famisbiDg  all  tbe  cat  granite  required  for  tbe  two  winding  stairways,  of 
six  stories  in  height,  in  the  center  pavilion.  Twenty  bids  were  received, 
varying  in  amount  from  tld,970  to  (41,068.  The  contract  was  awarded 
to  the  lowest  bidder,  Joseph  Weacott  &  Sou,  of  Portland,  Me.,  for 
tl5,970. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1877,  a  proposition  was  submitted  by  Al- 
bert Ordway,  of  Bichmond,  Va.,  to  modify  his  contract  of  Kovember 
16,  1871,  for  supplying  cat  granite  for  this  building.  His  proposition 
looked  mainly  to  the  abolition  of  the  "  16  per  cent."  clause  of  his 
contract,  and  the  substitution  of  a  definite  price  per  cable  foot  for  tbe 
graDlle  he  was  to  furnish.  This  proposition  and  several  legal  ques- 
tions arising  from  the  same  were  submitted  to  tbe  Attorney- General  on 
tbe  3d  April,  1877,  and  his  opiulou,  asserting  the  power  to  modify  this 
contract  for  tbe  cut  stone  used  in  this  building,  and  other  contracts  of 
a  similar  character,  was  given  on  the  27th  day  of  tbe  same  month.  By 
virtue  of  this  opinion,  the  contract  of  Albert  Ordwny  was,  on  the  1st  of 
Jaae,  1877,  modified  in  several  particalars,  the  principal  of  which  con- 
fined the  cost  of  the  quantity  of  granite  to  be  famished  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  appropriation,  abolished  the  "15  per  cent."  method  of  pay* 
tog  for  the  catting,  dressing,  and  boxing,  and  substituted  for  the  same 
a  scale  of  prices  per  cubic  fout  arraaged  according  to  the  character  and 
■difficulty  of  tbe  work  to  be  done,  whereby  a  large  saving  to  tbe  United 
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States  is  effeoted,  as  compared  with  the  eosb  of  tbe  work  done  hereto 
fore. 

On  tbe  6th  dRy  of  Uareb,  1877,  a  proposition  was  made  by  tbe  Bod 
well  Company  of  Bockland,  Me.,  looking  to  a  modification  in  their  <m 
tract  of  August  4, 1871,  and  the  same  objectiooable  claaeea  existing  ii 
this  oontraot  aa  ia  the  contract  for  the  Bicbmond  stone,  tbe  modifia 
tiona  were  nodertaken,  and  were  peadiog  npon  tbe  close  of  the  year. 

By  the  old  system  of  BtoDe-ODtting,  a  number  of  tools,  with  Bome  m 
chiaery,  bnildiogg,  &o.,  bad  accamulat«d  at  the  atone- yard  of  the  roo 
tractor  near  Bicbmond,  Ya.  These  it  was  determined  to  sell,  anil  iiu] 
were  accordingly  advertised,  on  the  28th  of  Jaae,  to  be  sold  at  pubbi 
auction  on  the  25tb  Jaly,  1877. 

ISo  fixed  plan  of  assignment  of  space  to  tbe  different  departments  im 
their  respective  bureaus  was  made  until  the  28th  of  May  of  tbe  pitwE 
year.  The  south  wiog  was  constructed  for  tbe  State  Departmenl,aDili 
occupied  by  that  department. 

Tbe  Deceseity  for  an  early  and  final  decision  in  this  matter  vulb 
object  of  a  meeting  of  tbe  Secretaries  of  the  War  and  STavy  Dvp^ 
ments  on  the  above  date,  at  which  time  it  was  arranged  that  the  ii^ 
Department  should  occupy  the  east  wing,  now  under  oonstractioi],  i 
soon  ascompleted, and  that  that  dupartiDent  sbonlddesignate  thetDt«rio 
arrangements  required  for  ita  accommodation.  It  was  also  determine 
that  tlie  remainder  of  the  building  yet  to  be  oogatructertl,  namely,  tti 
north,  west,  and  coort- yard  wings,  should  be  oooapied  by  the  Wail^ 
partment,  bat  a  portion  of  the  eastern  end  of  the  north  wing  was  \f(t  f\ 
futni'o  consideration.  It  was  further  agreed  that,  pending  the  coostru 
tion  of  the  north  wing,  which  would  require  tbe  previous  demolitioDj 
tbe  old  War  Department  bailding,  both  tbe  War  and  Navy  Departmen' 
should  temporarily  occnpy  tbe  east  wing.  Should  sufScient  appro|)ri 
tion  be  granted  for  the  completion  of  this  wing,  it  is  believed  it  cao  I 
made  ready  for  occupancy  by  the  winter  of  lS78-'79. 

The  following  is  a  summarized  statement  of  expenditores  during  tl 
past  fiscal  year : 


Briok-worlt 137,054  I 

Qrwiite-work iU.ilii 

MMOor;  on  roof , l,Oiii 

Iron-work  in  roofs,  floors,  columns,  and  pilasteTS 28,*"-] 

Slating  and  copper-flashing  of  roof 67^1 

Carpentr;  apou  wiodow-agsbM Xl 

Painting  iron-work i(0\ 

Macbinvrj',  l]oiating,rt)pair)og  tools,  moving matedal,»ni}cantingeaciee.  43, UN  { 

353,  fil 

Oranite.«uUiDg 1,1ft; 

Total 3a6,r3i 

PROBABLE  0PKBATI0H8  FOE  TUB  FISCAL  YEAR  ESDIKQ  JUIfE  30,  IS 

The  area  wall  of  the  front  and  all  tbe  brick-work  of  tbe  interior,  \ 
cepting  some  small  quantities  connected  with  the  flnishiog  arooud  I 
base  of  the  roof  of  tbe  center  pavilion,  and  tbe  beattug-apparatDs  t 
plumbing-work,  will  be  finished  by  the  early  winter. 

Contracts  are  already  in  force  for  furnishing  and  erecting  tbe  frai 
oruHmental  and  other  iron-work,  of  tbe  roofs  of  the  center  and  n> 
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paTi'lioDB,  and  for  farnisliing  all  the  cat  granite  needed  for  tlie  winding 
stairways,  during  the  oming  fall.  Farts  of  the  iron-work  have  already 
arrived. 

It  is  intended  to  finish  the  roof  entirely,  as  far  as  the  exterior  weather- 
proof covering  of  slate,  co[)per,  and  glass  are  concerned,  before  the  com- 
in£f  winter.  This  will  enable  the  interior  work  of  finishing  to  be  pushed 
as  rapidly  as  the  limited  fands  available  will  permit.  It  ia  then  deter- 
mined to  construe  tall  the  partitions  required,  to  introduce  the  heating, 
apparatus,  plnmbing  and  gas-fitting,  and  afterward  erect  the  iron  door 
and  window  frames  and  flnisbing  to  the  extent  of  the  funds  on  hand. 

The  granite  stairways  of  the  center  pavilion  will  also  be  fionstmcted 
this  fall. 

As  exhibited  in  the  following  estimate,  the  funds  will  be  exhausted 
before  the  building  can  be  prepared  for  plastering. 

The  appropriation  of  (15O,0U0  for  preparing  stone  for  the  north  wing 
will  be  expended  as  follows:  Upon  a  contract  already  in  force  with 
Albert  Ordway,  of  Eiehmond,  $100,000  will  bo  expended  before  the 
coming  winter  in  the  parchase  of  the  cut  granite  for  rather  more  than 
one-half  of  the  front  walls  of  the  first  story  exclusive  of  the  center 
pavilion.  The  balance,  CoO,000,  will  be  expended  upon  the  preparation 
of  atone  for  the  subbasement  and  area  walls. 

Meantime  the  necessary  drawings  will  be  prepared  for  the  completion 
of  the  east  and  commencement  of  the  north  wings. 

EtlinaUd  coal  of  compUHiig  tlie  etui  aing,  bated  vpon  exitling  prica  of  labor  and  naterial. 

Oranite-work $19,970  00 

Brick-work 8,640  00 

Iron-work  for  roofaof  pmvilioDB .* 22, 3:i8  !)1 

Iron-work  fordoorx,  windowB,  skirtings,  stain,  andfialsli Si!0,U19  67 

Iron  furriDK,  lathinf;,  and  portitionB 19,800  00 

Slating  amTooppering 20,700  00 

PlnmbiDK  and  ((u-titting -. 39,000  00 

PlaateriQK  and  Btitcco 63,875  00 

aiazing  and  Bky-Ijghts 11,626  00 

Panting 30,000  UO 

Concrete  on  floors 7,010  00 

Carpenter  and  Joiner  work 76,400  00 

Flagging  Bubbawment 1,700  00 

Tiling _ 17,820  00 

Elevatora 15,000  00 

Heating-apparataa 36,000  00 

Mantels  and  gratM 8,750  00 

Bronze  balusters,  &c.,  for  winding  BtairwajB 11,000  00 

EloGtrlcal  appaiatoB  and  speoklng-labes 8,000  00 

Contingencies 61,663  95 

Hent  of  office 1.200  00 

Total 690,403  53 

Eiliauited  coat  of  approacha  to  At  coat  wing,  haied  on  pretent  pricea. 

Eicavatlrgandjpading $2,250  00 

Concrete  foandations  for  fence . . . .......... 2,2:20  00 

Brick-work  nn dor  main  steps,  &.C 1,050  00 

Graoite-nork  in  fences,  steps,  and  sidewalk .......................  33.000  00 

Flagging  sidewalk 4,0(*0  00 

Ironfenco 1,240  00 

I.amp-poBte,  lanterns,  and  setting 1,100  00 

CoDtingeuoies(10  per  cent,  on  the  above) 4.494  00 

ToUl 49,434  00 

Total  estimated  cost  of  completion  of  east  wing 739.837  53 

27  w  „,glc 
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Ettimated  ooit  of  norHi  King  iated  <m  pre»tiit  pri«i  of  lahor  and  MaWi<it 

Demolition  and  reoioTkl  of  old  War  Departmeat  buildiDg $C,OO0  W 

Excavation  of  fonndation. 13,MiO  W 

CoDcr«t«  fouDdatlon 15,000  w 

Draini 3,H50  m 

8ton6-work l,167,:»ti  05 

Brlok-work ttJ,600W 

Iron  beams,  colnnme,  piluten,  &.c 4S,f>4Q  (i>i 

Iron-nork  for  roof 35,000«i 

Iroo-work  for  doors,  windows,  sklrtiDgs,  stain,  and  finish 1^,0S4  W 

SlatiDgand  coppering Qtt.UO  i*) 

PI  am  bing,  gas- fit  ting,  and  down-pipes 33,0|iu  i.*) 

Plastering  and  stucco 66,.'>00iXi 

Glazing  aod  skylights e.OOOM 

Iron  fencing,  luthmg,  and  partitions 10,300  Oil 

Fainting 3O,O00«> 

Concrete  on  roof  and  fioora 13,370  w 

Carpenter  and  joiner  work 63,040  O' 

Tiling  and  flagging 19,«7I.i 

Heatrng-appHiatnB 35,  POO  0' 

Mantels,  nratea,  &o 6,000W 

BrooEe  blusters  for  grauite  Btairwajrs 9,0110  W 

Electrical  apparatus,  epeaking-tubaa,  &.e ' 8,000  W 

Klevator 10,500  W 

Contingencies  (ten  percent,  on  the  above) 188,40!) IH 

Total 2,072,719  H 

Eilimaltd  coat  of  approacka,  norlk  King. 

Excavation  and  grading |C,<iO  W 

Concrete  fonndaiiona Mt  If 

Babble  maiwory -. 3,BOiH)0 

Cnt-granite  work 822.00(11X1 

Flagging ^ 1,700  W 

Iron  fence 1,009  uO 

Lamp-posts,  lanterns,  and  setting 5,00iii>) 

Contingenciea  (tea  per  cent,  on  the  above) tM,07I  VU 

Total 364, 7el  # 

Total  estimated  cost  of  north  wiug 2,3a7,HW>^ 

•  STATEMENT  OF  F0MD3. 

Amount  ezppDiled  d  Tiring  the  vear  ending  June  30,  1S77 '....  ^5.3:3  31 

Amount  availablu  JuuB  30,  1877 24B,3S-JW 

Araoant  desired  for  fiscal  vear  ending  Jane  30,  18T9  : 

For  completion  of  east  ning  and  approaohts 600, 000  » 

Fur  continuation  of  north  wing (teO.OOO  w 

Total .■ 1,350,000  I" 

Vfry  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  serraiit, 

THOS.  LINCOLN  CASEY, 
Lieut.  Cot.,  Corps  of  Enginterf. 
Bon.  George  W.  McCrart, 

Secretary  of  V^ar. 
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SIXTH   REPORT 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH  PASS  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI 
RIVER. 


Office  op  United  States  Lake  Suevet, 

Detroit,  Mich.,  April  5, 1877. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tbe  condition  of  tho  works  carried 
on  by  J.  B.  £ada,  for  tbe  improvement  of  the  Sonth  Pass  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  on  March  16, 1877.    My  last  report  gave  their  condition  on 
^'ovembe^  18,  1870. 

MODTH  OP  SOUTH  PASS. 

Between  Kovember  18,  1876,  and  March  1, 1877,  tbe  work  vas  mainly 
confined  to  the  repair  or  erection  of  win^-dams,  ia  order  to  get  some 
additional  scour,  and  to  dredging. 

In  any  statements  of  distances  which  follow,  it  will  lifi  remembered 
that  on  tbe  east  jetty,  distances  are  counted  from  East  Point  Station, 
which  is  159  feet  above  tbe  opper  end  of  the  jetty,  the  sea-end  of  this 
jetty  being  at  11,800  feet  from  East  Point,  while  on  tbe  west  jetty  dis- 
tances are  coanted  from  pile  No.  1  at  its  upper  end,  tbe  present  length 
of  this  jetty  being  7,540  feet. 

Wing-dam  A  was  lengthened abont  70  feet  in  December;  wing-dams 
I  and  J,  projecting  from  the  east  jetty  at  distances  of  3,500  and  3,900 
feet  below  East  Point,  were  erected,  and  mattresses  were  inclined  against 
wing-dams  Nos.  3  and  5.  A  foundation -mattress  was  snnk  against  the 
upper  side  of  tbe  piles  of  wing-dam  No.l4near  tbe  end  of  the  west  jetty, 
then  another  row  of  piles  was  driven  10  feet  above  and  parallel  to  the 
original  row.  Against  this  upper  row  of  piles  two  tiers  more  of  mat- 
tresses were  sunk,  thus  making  this  wing-dam  a  structure  resembling 
tbe  jetties. 

Wing-dam  No.  17,  projecting  from  the  east  jetty  at  11,760  feet  from 
East  Point,  was  erected  in  asimilar  way,  but  only  two  tiers  of  mattresses 
Were  placed  against  its  piles.  Tbe  ordinary  wing-dama,  formed  by  driv- 
ing a  line  of  piles  about  10  or  12  feet  apart  and  inclining  mattresses 
against  tbe  upper  side,  have  proved  very  temporary  structures,  espe- 
cially toward  the  sea-end  of  tbe  jetties.  Yarions  modiScations  have 
been  tried  in  their  construction.  In  some  cases,  the  mattresses  have 
been  boarded  on  top  or  bottom  so  as  to  allow  less  water  to  pass  through 
them ;  in  others,  piles  have  been  driven  through  the  lower  edge  of  the 
inclined  mattresses  to  hold  them  in  position  against  the  piles ;  and  ia 
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one  case  a  board  vail  has  been  bnilt  near  the  lower  edge  of  the  inclined 
mattress  to  keep  stones  placed  on  it  from  rolling  off. 

A  little  sea  or  a  strong  cmrent  damages  these  feeble  stractnres  bo 
macb,  that  they  reqaire  almost  contaot  repair  to  keep  them  serviceable. 
The  use  of  mattresses  in  horizontal  snperposed  layers,  as  in  wtng-damg 
Kos.  11  and  17,  gives  greater  strength.  Bat  a  soatbeast  stonn  on  De- 
cember 30,  1S76,  nearly  destroyed  tbeBe,  and  stripped  the  ioclined  mat- 
tresses from  wing-dams  lHos.  9, 15, 16,  and  10,  while  those  on  wing-^lams 
J,  3,  i,  5,  6,  and  7  were  more  or  IcBB  damaged. 

The  same  storm  broke  np  the  top  or  tenth  layer  of  mattresses  in  the 
east  jetty,  between  11,000  and  11,800  feet  from  East  Point;  the  nintb 
layer,  betweenll,200]aDdll,S00  feet;  and  injured  the  scTenth  and  eightli 
layers  near  the  end  of  this  jetty.  It  also  destroyed  the  top  mattresses 
at  the  sea-end  of  the  west  jetty.  The  present  condition  of  tbe  ends  of 
these  jetties  is  shown  in  the  longitudinal  sections  on  sheet  No.  3,  here- 
with, Those  sections  show  all  the  mattresses  that  have  been  sankthere 
as  if  none  had  been  destroyed  by  the  sea.  Just  how  many  of  them 
hare  been  destroyed,  or  just  how  deep  the  lowest  remaining  mattress 
has  sunk'  into  the  bottom,  I  am  nnable  to  say. 

In  the  same  storm  15  or  20  piles,  near  the  ends  of  the  jetties,  wen 
broken  off,  and  all  of  the  tops  that  were  examined  were  found  to  be 
badly  eaten  by  the  teredo. 

it  has  been  questioned  whether  tbe  teredo  will  attack  the  small  willav- 
brnsh  of  which  the  mattresses  are  made.  I  have  seen  such  a  piece  of 
willow,  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  which  had  been  tborougblf 
boney-combed  by  the  teredo. 

During  November  and  December,  some  dredging  was  done  between 
tbe  jetties  at  points  about  4,500,  0,300,  and  li,5U0  feet  from  East  Point. 
The  amount  of  material  removed  is  roughly  estimated  at  16,000  cabi'c 
yards. 

During  February,  the  tops  of  nearly  all  piles  below  6,167  feet  from 
East  Point,  in  east  jett;,aDd  for  the  whole  length  of  west  jetty,  wen  cdE 
off  at  the  water^surface. 

About  March  1  work  was  begnn  on  the  west  jetty,  to  bnng  it  above 
average  flood-tide  and  to  cover  it  with  stone.  Up  to  March  16, 61  pile^ 
with  lO'foot  intervals,  had  been  driven  on  the  river-side  of  the  top  mat- 
tress, below  5,960  feet  from  upper  end  of  jetty  (pile  No.  1)  and  106  an 
sea-aide  below  the  same  point. 

Between  4,200  and  6,820  feet  from  pile  No.  1,  a  distance  of  2,625  feel, 
a  continuous  mattress  has  been  built  on  top  of  the  jetty,  with  a  thict' 
ness  of  from  2  to  3  feet.  It  has  been  covered  with  a  layer  of  rubble- 
atone,  20  feet  wide  and  about  eight-tenths  of  a  foot  thick,  whose  top  is 
from  half  a  foot  to  2  feet  above  average  flood-tide. 

Ten  piles  have  been  driven  at  lOfoot  iutervala  along  tbe  sea-sideot 
the  east  jetty,  about  500  feet  from  its  sea-end. 

The  following  table  gives  the  depth  of  water,  in  feet,  thatoouldbecai- 
lied  through  each  2,000  feet  below  East  Point  at  different  dates : 


Dal«. 

DlaUuCM,  in  feet,  from  Xatt  PolDt 

O-S,O0O. 

a.o«M,cxK). 

*.000-«.l)(Kl. 

<,ooo-e,ooo. 

(^OM-10.OI». 

10,0IIWW» 

US 
33.3 

WO 

1B.T 

30.3 

m.3 

1S.T 

31.0 
31.1 

IOlS 

3X9 

311 

tLl 

, 

■ 

__ 
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Iba  chattnel  of  20  feet  tbroa|i;h  the  mouth  of  the  Sontb  Pass,  which, 
ID  my  letter  of  Januarj-  9, 1877, 1  reported  as  having  had,  on  Decem- 
ber 27, 1S76,  a  least  width  of  21)0  feet,  has  narrowed  at  a  point  a  little 
l>elow  the  apper  end  of  the  west  jetty  to  ISO  feet,  and  at  a  point  near 
tlae  aea-enda  of  the  jettiee  to  TO  feet. 

A  comparison  of  the  soundings  off  the  ends  of  the  jetties  with  those 
of  Jane  21, 1876,  shows  that  in  that  period  the  50,  70,  and  100  foot 
curves  have,  on  the  whole,  remained  in  the  s^me  position. 

HEAD   OF  PASSES. 

The  mattreRs-apron  across  the  head  of  Southwest  Pass  remains,  80  far 
SLB  is  known,  in  the  same  condition  as  at  my.last  report,  save  that  the 
lioe  of  piles  nsed  in  its  coustrnotion  has  been  pnlled  np,  excepting  a 
snaall  portion  in  shoal  water  near  the  west  shoi'e  of  the  pass. 

The  west  T-head  of  clam  No.  3  (see  sheet  Ko.  1)  has  been  prolonged 
np  stream  about  500  feet  to  meet  the  mattress-apron  across  Honthwest 
IPass. 

The  constrnotioQ  of  this  T-bead  was  as  follows:  Foundation  mat- 
tresses 37  feet  wide  were  sank  on  each  side  of  the  guiding  row  of  piles, 
tbus  giving  a  width  of  75  feet;  the  piles  were  then  pulled  np  and  re- 
driven  tbroDg^h  the  middle  of  the  easterly  line  of  matresses  and  three 
other  tiers  of  mattresses  were  snnk  against  the  west  side  of  the  piles, 
these  mattresses  varying-in  width  from  40  feet  at  bottom  to  25  feet  at 
the  surface  of  the  water.  The  rest  of  this  T-head  and  of  dam  No.  3 
remain  essentially  the  same  as  at  my  last  report.  During  the  river- 
rise,  which  began  on  January  2i,  some  piles  were  scoured  out  of  this 
T-head  Just  alwve  its  Junction  with  dam  No.  3,  and  a  hole  3-1  feet  deep 
formed.  A  mattress  was  sank  in  it,  and  other  piles  were  driven  in  this 
T-bead  so  as  to  reduce  their  intervals  from  20  to  10  feet. 

The  piling  of  the  east  T-head  had,  on  November  18,  been  continued 
down  stream  to  the  head  of  the  island.  A  foundation-layer  of  mat- 
tresses, 35  feet  wide  and  3  feet  thick,  has  been  pnt  down  on  the 
west  side  of  this  piling,  from  the  island  to  the  east  T-head,  a  distance 
of  about  1,200  feet.  Along  the  edge  of  the  mattresses  next  the  piling 
n  board  wall  is  built  whose  height  equals  that  of  the  mattress,  the  ob- 
ject being  to  make  the  dam  tighter. 

Dam  No.  2  remains  generally  in  its  former  condition.  A  deep  hole 
was  cnt  out  in  it  during  the  river-rise  at  about  the  middle  of  its  length, 
bat  was  stopped  by  sunken  mattresses. 

Dam  No.  1  is  in  abont  the  same  condition  as  in  November,  while  much 
of  dam  No.  5,  which  was  built  of  inclined  boards,  has  been  carried 
away. 

As  dams  Nos.  1,  2,  and  5  did  not  sufficiently  stop  the  flow  of  water 
into  the  old  eastern  entrance  to  South  Pass,  a  mattress-dam,  called  No. 
6,  has  been  constructed  Just  below  No.  5,  where  this  entrance  is  570 
feet  wide.  A  line  of  piles  20  feet  apart  was  first  driven  across,  then  i 
tiersof  mattresses  were  placed  against  the  lower  side  of  the  piles.  Many 
of  the  mattresses  were  3  feet  thick,  and  varied  in  width  so  as  to  make 
tbe  dam  45  feet  wide  at  bottom  and  25  feet  at  the  surface  of  the  water. 
Tbe  top  of  the  dam  has  settled  somewhat,  so  as  to  be  now  from  0.5  foot 
to  2.5  feet  below  average  flood-tide.  To  make  the  dam  tighter,  each 
'  mattress  has  along  its  up-stream  edge  a  board  wall  whose  edge  equals 
the  thickaess  of  the  mattress. 

Dredging,  which  was  begun  with  one  dre<lge  about  September  20  and 
with  two  more  about  November  20,  1S7S,  continued  with  iutermisaioas 
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till  Febraary  3, 1877,  ia  tbe  line  of  the  cbannel  between  the  east  and 
west  T-heacfe.  The  total  amonnt  of  material  removed  is  roughly  esti- 
mated at  40,000  or  50,000  cubic  yards. 

Between  Jannary  24  and  January  30  the  river  rose  on  the  Garrollton 
gauge  (near  New  Orleans)  from  —0,30  foot  lo  +  6.90  feet,  giving  an  aver- 
age rise  of  over  a  foot  a  day.  (Extreme  low  river  on  tbis  gauge  ia  — l.TO 
feet,  and  extreme  high  river  ■+■  15.70  feet.)  The  rapid  rise  produced  a 
marked  sconr  in  the  channel  between  the  two  T-beads,  and  on  Feb- 
ruary 5,  when  the  reading  at  the  Carrollton  gauge  was  7.60  feet,  the 
minimum  width  of  the  20-foot  channel  into  the  South  Pass  was  about 
170  feet,  while  22  feet  of  water  could  be  carried  through. 

On  March  7,  which  was  the  last  day  of  sounding  on  sheet  "So.  5,  here- 
with, the  22-foot  carve  had  a  least  widtb  of  about  200  feet,  and  the 
soQDdings,  which  are  not  very  close,  indicate  that  23.9  feet  of  water 
could  be  carried  into  the  South  Pass  from  the  Mississippi  Bivec. 

Compadson  of  sheet  Ifo.  5  with  the  Ooaat-Snrvey  map  of  head  of 
passes  of  June,  1875,  both  being  referred  to  average  flood-tide,  shoivs 
that  in  the  head  of  Southwest  Pass  the  30-foot  curve  has  moved  np 
stream  slightly,  while  on  the  east  side  of  this  pass  there  has  been  some 
shoaling  in  the  slack-water  behind  the  west  T-head. 

On  ft  line  joining  the  npper  end  of  the  old  jetty  with  the  upper  end 
of  the  east  T-head,  the  average  shoaling  has  been  7  feet  in  the  same 
period,  while  it  has  been  about  2  feet  on  a  parallel  line  of  the  same 
length,  and  1,100  feet  above  the  first.  On  a  line  running  from  the 
upper  end  of  the  old  jetty  across  Pass  A  I'Oatre  the  average  deepening 
has  been  about  4  feet,  and  the  30  foot  carve  of  this  pass  has  moved 
2,300  feet  up  the  river. 

The  increase  in  depth  of  Pass  &  I'Outre  at  this  place  is  probably  due 
in  large  part  to  the  effort  of  the  pass  to  regain  its  normal  cross-section, 
which  had  been  diminished  by  the  coDstmctlon  of  tbe  old  jetty. 

The  cross-section  of  the  South  Pass  has  diminished  at  Falconer's  base, 
which  is  about  a  mile  below  the  bead  of  the  pass. 

The  width  of  the  pass  here  is  810  feet.  Its  mean  dept  on  July  3, 187S, 
was  30.8  feet  at  average  flood-tide;  on  January  24, 1877,  was  28.5 feet 
at  average  flood-tide^  on  March  7,  1877,  was  26.9  feet  at  average  flood- 
tide. 

At  Cory's  b.Tae,  about  two-thirds  of  a  mile  above  East  Point,  tbe 
width  of  the  pass  being  610  feet,  its  mean  depth  on  July  12,  1876,  wu 
27.3  feet  at  average  flood  tide ;  March  19, 1877,  was  26.6  feet  at  average 
flood-tide;  showing  a  slight  decrease  of  cross  section  at  this  place, 
although  Grand  Bayon  was  effectively  closed  in  July,  1876. 

BEVEBSB  CUBBENT8   IK  BOUTH  PASS. 

From  time  to  time  observations  have  been  made  to  detect  the  existence 
of  reverse  salt-water  currents  underlying  the  fresh  water  in  the  SonCh 
Pass,  as  Bach  currents  might  have  influence  in  maintaining  a  cbaDoel. 
The  results  of  these  observations,  so  far  as  made,  are  given  in  Appendti 
A.  It  is  well  known  that  the  tides  in  tbeGulf  of  Mexico  almost  entirely 
disappear  when  tbe  moon  has  zero  declination,  and  reach  their  greateaC 
values  (about  1.5  feet  mean  rise  and  fall)  when  the  moon  has  her  maxi- 
mnm  declination,  either  north  or  south.  It  would  naturally  be  expected 
in  a  very  low  stage  of  the  river  that  the  high  tides  should  send  a  cod- 
siderable  amount  of  salt  water  into  the  river;  at  times  when  there  vis 
no  tide  less  salt  water  would  enter  it,  and  at  high  stages  of  tbe  ri^er 
little  or  none.    (Extreme  low  river  reads  —1.60  feet  on  the  gauge  at  CH^ 
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rolltoD,  near  New  Orleans,  and  extreme  liigli  river  reads  -f-  15.70  feet. 
Tbe  specific  gravity  of  fresh  water  being  1.000,  that  of  sea-water  is 
1 .027.)  Thus  at  South  Pass  light-house,  on  Angnst  15, 1876,  salt  water 
-was  fonnd  on  the  bottom  for  the  first  time.  Bise  and  fall  of  tide  that 
<\ay  1.72  feet,  Carrolltou  gange  reading  7,60  feet. 

On  Septem  ber  17,  with  a  tide  of  1.2  feet,  salt  water  of  specific  gravity 
1.010  was  again  fonnd  on  the  bottom,  the  Garrollton  gauge  reading 
3.00  feet. 

Bat  on  October  2, 1S76,  with  only  0.3  foot  rise  and  fall  of  tide,  and 
OarroUton  gauge  reading  4.S0  feet,  bracltiahness  at  bottom  was  barely 
perceptible,  the  specific  gravity  being  only  I.OOl. 

Oq  October  11,  with  a  tidal  rise  and  fall  of  1.2  feet,  the  CarrolltOQ 
^ange  reading  5.35  feet,  the  specific  gravity  of  wat«r  at  bottom  rose  to 
1.014  at  nine  hoars  before  high  tide. 

Od  January  3,  1877,  with  a  tide  of  1.26  feet,  the  Carrollton  gauge 
reading  —0.60  foot,  no  reverse  cnrreut  was  found  three  hours  after  low 
tide,  but  specific  gravity  at  28  feet  depth  was  1.013. 

January  7,1877,  with  tide  of  1  foot  and  Garrollton  gauge  reading  — O.SO- 
foot  at  two  hours  before  high  water,  there  was  a  reverse  current  with  a 
velocity  of  0.7  foot  per  second  at  15  feet  below  the  surface,  specific  grav- 
ity 1.000  at  surface,  aud  1.012  at  27  feet  depth. 

January  11, 1877,  with  a  tidal  rise  and  fall  of  1.65  feet,  the  Garrollton 
gaage  reading  — l.UO  foot  at  an  hour  before  high  water,  thero  was  a  re- 
verse current  of  1.06  feet  at  20  f«et  below  the  sarface.  Specific  gravity 
at  27  feet  was  1.012. 

January  13, 1877,  with  a  tide  of  1.62  feet,  Garrollton  gauge  reading 
— 0.60  foot,  there  was,  at  four  hours  before  high  wat«r,  a  reverse  current 
witb  a  velocity  of  0.55  foot  at  20  feet  below  the  aarfaoe,  the  specific 
gravity  being  1.006  at  that  depth. 

January  15,  1877,  with  a  tide  of  1.65  feet  rise  and  fall,  the  CarroUton 
^aage  reading  —0.30  foot,  there  wna  a  reverse  current  of  0.71  foot  at  20 
I'eet  below  the  surface. 

January  19,  1877,  with  a  tidal  rise  and  fall  of  0.75  feet,  the  Carrolltou 
gauge  reading  —0.50  feet,  there  was  a  slight  reverse  current  below  17 
feet  depth.    Observation  ten  hours  before  high  water. 

January  26, 1877,  with  a  tidal  rise  and  fall  during  the  day  of  1.9  feet, 
the  Garrollton  gauge  reading  1.40  feet  and  the  river  rapidly  rising, 
there  was,  at  two  hours  before  high  water,  no  salt  water  at  any  depth. 

On  January  7,  11, 13,  and  15,  the  surface  current  was  direct,  and 
varied  between  0.18  foot  and  1.29  feet  per  second.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  on  January  11.  13,  and  15,  the  velocities  near  the  neutral  plane 
changed  very  rapialy  with  changing  depth.  Possibly  a  part  of  this 
may  be  due  to  errors  of  observation.  A  Woltmanu's  wheel  would  prob- 
ably have  given  more  exact  results  if  one  had  been  available. 

The  data  thus  far  given  are  all  for  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
South^oss  light-house. 

A  few  observations  were  made  at  the  head  of  South  Pass,  near  the 
lower  end  of  Goat  Island.  Thus,  on  December  11, 1876,  the  water,  at 
the  depth  of  35  feet,  had  a  specific  gravity  of  1.016 ;  Garrollton  gauge 
read  0.75  foot. 

January  24,  1877,  at  35  feet  depth,  specific  gravity  was  1.003;  Gar- 
rollton gauge  —0.30  foot. 

From  these  observations  it  follows  that  at  periods  when  the  river- 
stage  is  very  low  and  the  tides  are  the  largest,  there  is,  prior  to  high 
tides,  a  considerable  upstream  Sow  of  snbsurface  salt  water  past  the 
Sonth  Pass  lighthouse,  the  velocity  of  this  flow  sometimes  exceeding  » 
foot  per  second. 
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This  salt  water  is  foood  at  the  head  of  Soath  Pasa,  and  it  doabtleaa 
extends  far  np  the  river  id  low  stages.    It  voald  be  of  interest  to  as- 
cend the  river,  when  again  low,  to  a  point  where  the  water  is  100  feet 
in  depth,  and  ascert<iin  the  amount  of  salt  water  there. 
BECAPITULATION. 

At  the  month  of  the  Soath  Fiiss,  between  IN'ovemlier  18,  1876,  and 
March  16, 1877,  a  few  new  wing-dams  have  been  built  and  some  old 
ones  repared.  About  16,000  oubic  yards  of  material  have  been  dredged 
out  at  points  where  the  channel  was  worst.  A  storm  of  December  30, 
1876,  damaged  the  ends  of  the  jetties  and  the  wiug-dams  near  them 
qait«  severely ;  2,600  feet  of  the  west  jetty  has  been  raised  by  mat- 
tresses 2  or  3  feet  thick  built  in  place;  a  layer  of  stone  0.8  foot  thick  on 
this  portion  gives  it  a  height-varying  between  0.5  foot  and  2.0  feet  above 
average  dood-tide.  The  outer  end  of  this  part  is  700  feet  from  the  sea- 
end  of  the  jetty;  167  new  piles  have  been  driven  in  the  jetty. 

The  channel  of  20  feet  in  depth  at  the  month  of  South  Pass,  which  on 
December  27, 1876,  had  a  width  of  200  feet  from  the  Pass  to  the  Gulf, 
has  narrowed  at  a  point  near  the  sea-end  of  the  jetties  so  as  to  be  but 
70  feet  iq  width,  and  at  a  poiut  a  little  below  the  head  of  the  west  jett; 
80  as  to  be  180  feet  in  width. 

At  the  head  of  the  passes,  the  west  T-bead  has  been  extended  up- 
stream ts  meet  the  line  of  mattresses  across  the  'head  of  Southwest 
Pass,  and  its  npper  part  has  beeu  made  a  solid  dike.  A  line  of  mat- 
tresses has  been  carried  from  the  east  T-head  down  to  the  head  of 
Goat  Island.  A  solid  mattress-dam  (No.  6)  has  been  built  across  the 
old  east  entrance  to  South  Pass.  About  30,000  cubic  yards  of  dredg- 
ing has  been  done  (making  the  total  amount  of  dredging  here  40,000 
or  60,000  cubic  yards).  The  river  began  to  rise  on  Janaary  24,  and 
caused  a  sharp  sooar  between  the  T-beads,  so  that  23.9  feet  could  be 
taken  from  the  Mississippi  Eiver  into  the  South  Pass  on  March  7, 1S77. 

There  are  forwarded  herewith  sheets  of  tracing,  as  follows: 

No.  I.  Upper  end  of  jetties. 

yo.  2,  Lower  end  of  jetties. 

,  Flans  and  sections  of  jetties. 

No.  4,  Soundings  seaward  from  jetties. 

Xo.  5.  Works  at  head  of  passes. 

Very  resi>eetraliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
Major  of  Enifineert  and  Bvt.  Brig.  Oen.,  U.  S.  A.. 

The  Hon.  the  Secrbtaby  of  War, 

Waahingbm,  D.  C. 

Appendix  A. 

Actompani/ing  Maj.  C.  A.  CoiiHtocVt  report  on  the  eondilion  of  Iht  Kork  carried  o»  ij  J-  B- 

JSadM  at  Ihe  Sou  IH  Paw  of  the  Mi*»Uiippi  Bii-er,  of  A^l  5,  I8T7. 

Port  Eabb,  FAruary  8, 13^. 

HiJffR :  I  bare  tbe  honor  to  snbmit  the  followiDg  Bammary  of  observatlotia  m*dB  io 

Soath  Pit88  Mid  head  of  Sonrh  Pass,  Miasipsippi  River,  relatitiK  to  '^^^  nater,  at  ">* 

beftiDDingof  and  during  low  riTer;  slao  cuireDt  obserratioos  to  detect  reveiM  cni'- 

renta  nhen  snch  were  taken. 

Tba  new  Janncb  waa  not  available  for  work  nntil  abont  Jsnnary  1,  1877,  andlW" 
Howell'a  launch  conld  only  be  had  at  certain  times  and  for  imporCuit  aarveja  for  »lio^' 
perioda.  These  reaaoiiB  and  tbe  press  of  important  work  od  band  prevented  obaM"" 
tlons  to  detect  reverse  corrents  iu  tbe  earlier  stages  of  loir  river. 

Whenever  tbe  monthly  carrent  observntiona  to  dHteroine  disobarge  were  niidAi  <" 
reverse  current  existed  in  those  early  stages  of  low  river. 
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Tlde-i{atijir«  readings  for  Sonth  Pass  were  from  United  States  EngiDe«r's  ganKe  at 
South  Pmh  light-bonse,  and  for  Head  nf  Sooth  Pass  from  United  States  Eni^ineet's 
f(aii)[e  al  Head  of  Passes  light-honM,  The  following  ore  the  reaulta  of  each  dHj'a  ob- 
B«rvBtiotia : 

8oulA  Pa4$,  June  16, 1876. — Laanott  anchored  Jnst  bevond  the  crest  of  bar,  roldiray 
iMtweeD  the  ends  of  jetties ;  total  depth  of  water,  33  feet ;  tide  readiTiR  2.-i0  fet- 1,  aiid 
falltotc;  b<Kh  vatet  for  the  day,  at  4  a.  nt.,  3,00  feet;  low  water,  at  3  p.  m.,  l.C>r>  feet 
CMi  United  States  £n|;iiieer'B  gauge ;  reading  on  Carrollton  gauge  at  S  a.  in.,  11.40  feet 


D«ptb. 

Velodty   Id 

HpeclflcpaT- 

Tut*. 

Rcmarti. 

Not  takeo  . . 

KotU.t^.. 

FrMb 

Brackllt..., 

Salty 

Tlmft  n  c 
Do. 

Do. 

Smtk  Pnu,  July  13, 1«76— Launch  anrhored  midnaj  betwppn  jptliej.  11,. 100  feet  from 
East  Point ;  time,  6  o'clock  a.  m. ;  totaJ  depth  of  water,  18  ft»t ;  tide  D.-SO  feel,  eratiun- 
ary  ;  high  water  for  the  day,  at  8  n.  m.,  3S>0;  luw  water,  at  5  p.  ui.,  U.^5 ;  reading  on 
Caxroliton  ki>"K^  ^^  ^  B'  "^-i  ^-^O- 


Dopth. 

TslncltT    In 
fwtperaac- 

S^ljcgr... 

T«te. 

Kom«k>. 

NotteiUd.. 

Notl««t«d.- 

Frf«h  

Brackiah  ... 

Salty  

Eitrfma  upper  point  of. 

Uranklab  wat»r  underljloathe  trpab 

VI teriCll, SOU rNtrcum But  Point. 

i.  «..  Ibe  np-«tr8»ni  pnaltloD.  where 

bottom  1  &rtbor  opall  frt«h  water. 

Soulh  Fau,  July  32, 1876, — At  II  a.  m.,  brackinh  water  underlying  freeh  extends  np 
to  within  O.FiOO  feet  of  East  Point ;  tide  3.5  feet,  atationary  ;  hiith  water  for  the  day, 
at  B  a.  m.,  3.65 :  low  watur,  at  7.30  p.  m.,  1.57 ;  reading  on  CarrolLton  gauge  at  8  a.  m., 
9.70. 

South  Pom,  Augtut  15,  1B76. — Launch  anchored  in  mid-channel,  opposite  Sonth  Pass 
lisht-bonee ;  time,  8  a.  n. ;  total  depth  of  water,  33  feet :  tide  2.7S  feet,  and  falling ; 
bigh  water  for  the  day,  at  3a.m.,  3.39  ;  low  water,  3  p.  m.,  1.47;  reading  on  Carroll  ton 
gauge  at  B  a.  u.,  7.60. 


Depth. 

Telocity    In 

•^s.ir- 

ThI«. 

Remuks. 

Fotl^ 

NM  l«ted.. 

Xottettad.. 

FlMb 

BrMklih... 
Qallault... 

Banaindw  of  depth 

polDflurUslhUitar. 

South  Pan,  Aagait  Q4,  1876. — In  ohannel  opposite  South  Pass  llght-hoDse,  at  6.10  p. 
Di.,  water  all  fr«sh ;  tide  3.T6  feet,  stationary;  high  water  for  the  day,  at  6.10  p.  u. 
3.75;  low  waternot  known  ;  readingon  Carrollton  gange  at  6 a.  m.,  5.70. 

South  Pati,  SeplenibtrS,  IB76. — Launch  ancboredS^  feet  east  of  corner  of  west  jetty ; 
time,  4  p.  m. ;  total  depth  of  water,  25  feet;  tide  2J>  feet;  low  water  at  10.:)O  a.  i 
1.90;  high  water  at  li  p.  m.,  3.37 ;  reading  on  Carrollton  gauge  at  8 


1.,  4.10. 


Depth. 

Tnloclty    In 

SpMlflojraT- 
Ity. 

Tut«. 

Btmiark*. 
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Not^tMted.. 
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Id  tbechnDDel  opposite  East  Point  station,  water  all  fresh. 

South  Pan,  Septtmber  13,  ld76.— Id  ahannel  opposite  Sonth  Posa  lif;ht-boiiBe,  the  water 
perceptibly  brackish  on  the  sarfaoe  and  to  a  depth  of  25  feet,  below  whioh  it  is  quite 
salt;;  total  depth  uf  water, '(3  Teet;  tide  3.45  fuut,  stationary  ;  hiKli  water  at  1.30  a.m., 
3.45;  low  water  at  3  p.m.,  1.35;  reading  on  Carrolltongaaee  at  B-a.  m.,  3,50. 

South  Pa»»,  SepteiMtf  17,  1S76. — Lannch  anchored  in  mid-channel  oppoeite  Corj's 
bane;  total  depth  of  water,  31  feet ;  time  and  tide  not  noted  :  high  water  for  the  daj, 
at  5  a.  m.,  :I.10;  low  water, at  6  p.m.,  1.90;  reading  on  Carrollton  xange  at  H  ft  ■ii.,3.00. 


Doptb. 

Veloolty    to 
fWtperieii- 
dDd. 

Sp«dAD 

T^. 

Beonarta. 

Fiwh 

. 

1.01O. 

South  Pat*,  Seplembtr  £1.  1«T6.— Speoimea  of  water  at  a  depth  of  30  feet  at  sea  caa- 
hno.T,  apeoific  gravity,  1.9251;  boat  £ut«ned  to  apar-bnoy  3;  time,  9.30  a.  m.;  lot«l 
depth  of  water,  19.5  feet;  tide  1.40  feet,  stationary;  very  stronn  oaireDt  oat;  low 
watei  for  the  day,Bt  13  m.,  1.30;  high  water  not  known;  reading  on  Carrolttou  gauge 
at  8  a.  m.,  3.90. 


Deplh. 

TelMUy  Id 

IS  1            ^'"*- 

Bcmuks. 

KotteilBd.. 

1.0*19 

lioosu 

VftT»«llj- 

SStS" 

Bsltom  Terr  '>■»'■ 

aurtii. 

...do 

SIlRhUy  bncklBh  . 

Spat-baoy  3  is  350  feet  beyond  end  of  Jetties,  and  C40  feet  w«st  of  protongatioo  of 
east  jetty  ;  sea  con  ia  1,515  feet  beyond  eudof  east  jetty,  and  ^  feet  wtst  of  proloDga- 
tion  of  same. 

S<nilh  Plus,  Oclober  3.  1876. — Specimens  of  water  from  three  different  loeationa,  viz: 
Midway  between  spar-bnoys  2  and  3;  mid-channel  4,000  feet  sonth  of  East  Point — mid- 
channel  opposite  ligbt-honse ;  total  depth  of  water.  SO  feet,  25  feet,  and  3J  feet,  ts' 
spectively ;  time  not  noted ;  tide  2.3  feet,  stationary ;  moon  abont  0  declination ;  high 
water  at  9  a.  m.,  3.30;  tow  water  at  H  p.  m.,  3.00;  reading  on  Carroll  ton  gauge  at  S 
a.  m.,  4.60 ;  midway  between  spar-bnoys  2  and  3. 


1  Velocity  In 
1      J^__^e. 

Sptfieo 

gravity. 

TuHle. 

*o£Jot. 

IteDisrkt. 

M 

Mott^Wd.. 

1.004« 

liooos 

Bracklrii 

J9 
5 

Bp^^m^rot^' 

....do 

J.1B. 

Uid-obannfl,  4,000    fo«t 
soptho/EMtPolm- 

l.tOI 

ail«lilly  bnckUh 

pKMired. 

:;:,dS::::::: 

VM.ohuiiif1.      oppnlU 

Slightly  bnwkWi. 

South  Pan,  October  11,  IHTt!.— Specimeus  of  water  taken  In  mid-channel,  ojtpoeitB 
light-honse,  at  6  a.  m. ;  total  depth  of  water,  32  feet ;  tide  3.33  feet,  falling ;  wisid  15 
miles  per  ho  or,  north  ;  high  water  fur  the  day,  at  3  a.  m.,  3.45;  low  water,  at  :i  p.  ii>', 
3.10;  reading  on  Cairollton  gange  at  B  a.  m.,  5,35. 


Deptli. 

Telocity  In 

ISK  .  ""> 

Bemu-ka. 

30 

SotUHM.- 

i     , 

SpKlmPDii  of  nt^ 

1                  1 
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5m(k  Pal*,  (kiober  15, 1ST6. — LbdhcIi  anchored  In  mid-ohanoel,  opposite  Cory'a  bMe, 
time,  11  a.  m.;  total  depth  of  water,  32  feet;  tide  iM  feet,  rising;  wind  K.N.  E.,  21 
uilee  per  bonr ;  high  water  for  the  any,  at  11  a.  m.,  a.80 ;  low  water,  at  6  p.  n.,  2.50 ; 
Teadiog  on  CarroUton  gange  at  8  a.  m.,  3.60. 


D^th. 

Teloolt;  id  fs«t  per  sacond. 

SpeolBii 

Tista. 

Nmnbisr 
ot|«. 

LOOM 

lilWOS 

BrMkirfi 

Depths  and  Bpecimene  of  water  taken  everj  5  feet,  and  preaeryed  for  analyeia. 

Soulh  Pom,  Oalcber  2i,  ISIG^-Lauuch  ancbored  opposite  liKht-hoaae;  ti me,  4  p.  m. ; 
total  depth  of  water,  31  feet ;  tide,  1.50,  rising ;  low  water  for  the  daj,  at  I'i  m.,  1.35  ; 
Itigh  water  not  known  ;  reading  on  Canollton  gange  at  9  a.  m.,  1.60. 


D.PU,. 

Velooi[jlnft«tpBr«»M>nd. 

Ta.l8. 

'l.  0018 
i.«H8 

FrMh 

ar '"■"•'■■ 

Specimens  of  water  taken  eTerr  5  feet,  bnt  not  preserved.  Spociflogravitj  remained 
tbe  same  from  the  surface  to  15  feet ;  below  15  feet,  it  increased  gradaallf  to  the  bot- 

Soutk  Pom,  October  29, 18T6. — Lannch  anchored  and  speciniensof  water  taken  at  three 
-different  locations: 

Ist.  At  spar-bno;  3  ;  time,  2  p.  m. ;  depth,  21  feet ;  tide,  1.90  feet,  Htationary ;  high 
water  for  the  day,  at  4a.m.,  2.30;  low  water,  at  2  p.m.,  1.90;  reading  on  Canollton 
^uge  at  B  a.  m.,  0.90. 


Depth. 

Vsloclty. 

BpKino 

grsTrtj. 

TMte. 

^^7-^1 

B.rtk,..., 

'S^-:. 

liomo 

|lUhOyb»oW^ 

iS 

Si«di>><»>i  tokoa  erWT  5  fMt  .od 

" 

D«plh. 

Velocity. 

3p«lHc  1            -    ^ 

ITamber 
orj«. 

1.^ 

RllfhUr  braekleh  . 

3» 
IS 

Analyied  Janoirr  91. 
Aualjied  Juiiuiy  30. 

Depll,.     ;  Velorfty.      ^^\fl  Twte. 

Rarboe...,| 


[    Speelmi-ns  tnkeo  nvwj  5  feet  and  pre- 
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DnriD|t  th«  tlmo  of  the  kbove  olMcrvBtlona,  the  moon  paM«d  0  deolination  (aaoend- 
lag  node). 

ifcod  of  Soatk  Pa*»,  Novembtr  II,  1S7G.— SpecimeiiB  of  wster  in  mid-cbftotiel  between 
tide-Ksage  and  south  end  ot  ialand  :  time  and  tide  not  noted ;  total  depth  of  water,  41 
feet;  low  water  on  United  States  Lnf^inier'a  gange,  at  Head  of  Paaaea  light-honae  at 
4.^0  a.m.,  1.06;  higli  water  at  8,15  p.  ni.,  1.15;  reading  on  Carrollton  gange  at  H  a.  m., 
0.90. 

Bead  of  Pattrt,  Dtcembrr  11, 1876. — Lanncb  anchored  between  lower  end  of  ialuid 
and  weatsLote;  time  not  noted  ;  depth,  3()  feet ;  tide,. 1.71  feet;  no  record  of  high  and 
low  water  for  the  day ;  reading  on  Carrollton  gauge  at  8  a.  m.,  0.75. 


Vnlocitjln 

»;. 

Tanto. 

Nnmbsr 
ofjT. 

Bemuka 

1.01B5 
1.000 

l\ 

....do 

pnnEtTed  for  aualj  w. 

SoHth  Fan,  Vtcember  11,  1876.— Boat  anchored  200  feet  from  weat  shore,  opposite 
Cory's  base  locate ;  time,  9  a.  m. ;  drptti,  'SO  feet ;  tide,  1.15  feet ;  bottom  very  eofi ; 
m  nab  room-sinker  sank  'i  feet  into  tbe  but  tout;  low  water  at  4  a.  m.,  0.80;  high  water 
at  5.30  p.  m.,  3.10 ;  reading  on  UarroUt^u  gauge  at  8  a.  m.,  — 0,75. 


Dtpth. 

Velodljln 

Sp«ifle 

gravity. 

Taste. 

Hnmber 

OfjM. 

BMnarkj. 

1,000 

IS 

SlWitmenB  tkkpn  every 
pTBtcri-ed  lur  aiuljsiii. 

^feeluxt 

' 

South  Past,  Janiiars  3, 1877. — Launch  anchored  at  foot  different  placet,  aa  foltowa: 
1st.  In  oiid-cbannet,  opposite  Cory's  base ;  time.  1,24  p.  m,  to  1! .  m. ;  depth,  'iSi  teet; 

tide,  0.05,  rising;  bottom  very  eolt;  low  water  for  the  day  at  11  B.  m.,  0.15  belowiem; 

high  water  at  li  p.  m,,  1.10 ;  reading  ou  CurnjUtun  gange  at  8  a.  m.,  —0.61). 


Depth. 

VelncllT 
lofwl  per 

Spfclflc 
Bwvlty. 

TMte. 
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Bemirkt. 
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liojT 
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60 
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Depth. 

Speclfle 

Tuta. 

irnmb«r 

OfJ«. 

Btmarkt. 

11,110 

situ 

1.0089 

73 

lions 

1.0M« 
1.0S39 

L017B 

60 

41h.  In  mid-ohaDDel,  11,700  feet  bom  EaatPoioti  lime, from 4.IKf  tc 
17.6  feet ;  tide,  0.40  feet. 

4.;)0p.iii.;  depth, 

D^Uu 

Vdoelty 

SpMlfiC 

grertty. 

;rMte. 

<3"«.'' 

3. 341 

S.W 
l.«» 
0.W0 

1.000t 

Fnah 

TO 

1.0070 

SUgbllyMlt 

77 

Ncntnl  ptue. 

0.331 
0.M1 

0.3M 
0.340 

LOOK 

.^iJ :::::;::::::. 

7S 
7B 

Fredi 

&iulA  Pott,  JaHuan/  7,  IH77. — Lauocb  SDcboied  aud  carrent  velocities  observed  at  six 
diHerent  divi«ione  opposite  Cork's  base.  The  resalts  obtaiaed  at  the  deepest  diviaion, 
■boat  225  f«et  from  west  shore,  are  ss  follows  : 


repth. 

Velocity 

Siwddc 
Kravlly. 

TM-*.-     ^'?rJ*:i     B«-"k«- 

oMa 

O.HM 

0.7D4 

olm 

0.»JS 

Low  water  for  the  day  at  3.31 


[>.  m.,  1.80;  reading  o 


tide,  1.77  feet;  time,  from  2.54  U 

Smith  Pan,  Janvary  11,  llj77. — Launch  anchored  opposite  Cory's  liase  ;  time,  3.S0  to 
f^  p.  m. ;  depth,  30  feet ;  soft  bottom ;  tide,  1.65,  TisiOK ;  lov  water  at  5.30  a.  m.,  0.2 ; 
high  irater  at  6  p.  n.,  1.85 ;  readinff  ou  CarrolltOD  gUQK^  at  6  a.  m        '  "" 


Depth. 
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Speoiment  of  bottom  takfin  ftom  Hinker  used  u  ftoohor  prMerred  in  Jai  lO''. 
South  Pan,  JantHtrs  13,  1ST7.— Lannch  Bnohored  od  lbreeilM'ei«atplMM,ufollo« 
1.  In  mid-cbannel  opposite  Cory's  base ;  time,  from  1.45  p.  m.  to 3.10  p.m.;  d«ptb.; 
fe«t;  tide,l  foot;  tideat 3.!S  p.  m.,  1,3  f«et;  low  waterat Sk.  iii.,OJZO;  bishnalni 
7.30  p.  m.,  1.83 ;  reading  od  CuToIlton  gsnge  at  8  a.  m.,  —0.60, 


DiTlh. 

Telodty 

Sp-rlflo 

XMt. 

??!?: 

B«urU 
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i.aii 

1.000 

LOOM 

1.000 

DllwlonmM 

Hmtnl  pU» 
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0.T89 

0.M1 

*:Satpr««cTML 
!.  Uldnay  between  spar-bnoyB  4  sod  5 ;  time,  3J>4  to  4.12  p.  m. ;  deptb,  19.1  f"! 
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*  Kot  pTMcned. 


Depth. 

Velocity'  n™.(a. 

TMtB. 

Number 

orj«.- 

ItniiU 

1.315 
1.0S3 

1. 000 
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A  Pout,  JaaNury  15,  1877. — Lannch  ancbored  opposite  Cory's  baae ;  timt.  'i  ^ 
0  p.  m. ;  deptb  of  water,  20.6  feet ;  very  soft  bottom ;  tide,  1.5  feet,  riaiDg:  I 
8.15  a.  m.,  ^OX.Q;  blgh  water  at  1130  p.  to.,  =3.3  feet ;  reading  on  Curotltoa  gt 
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SoitA  Fan,  Jatmart  19,  IBTT.— Uoon  At  0  dsclf Datlon ;  uioliored  opposite  CoiyalMM; 
depth  of  wkler,  S9.S  feet:  time,  1  p.tn.;  tide,  1.03  feet,  rising ;  7.30  i.  m.,  tide, —0.80 
(loirirftter);  11.30p.m.,  tide,  =1.55  (higb  water) i  reBdlngonCBrrolltODgaugeatSk. 


Deptb. 
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Spedao 

TMte. 

Hnmbar 

ofjK. 

Bemarki. 
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«.0H 

8  feet  to  tbe  bottom  k  very  eligfat  n 


«  cnireat  existed,  bnt  too  slight  to  be 


Headof  8mtt\  Fan,  Jbavary  94, 1S77. — Anobored  DpnostteFAlconer'sbMe;  tliite,3.!i0 

S.m. ;  depth  of  water,  with  siz-poDDd  mnshroom-lesd,  36.5,  and  with  in>D  disk  I  foot 
iameter,  33.S  feet;  tide,  1.1,  risiiig ;  veiy  atRiDK  aorth  wind  prevailed,  and  no  satis- 
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Bpetlfle 
jravMy. 

Tute. 

Sambot 

^.^ 

SoAo. 
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Sp^oimen  taken  every  5  feet  and  preaerved.  Bpeelfle  gravity  the  same,  1.000,  thiongh- 
out. 

Continned.  Anchored  In  channel  between  T-beads,  and  about  1,5C0  feet  above  the 
bead  of  IsloDd:  time,  4.15  p.m.;  depth,  21  feet;  hard  bottom;  tide,  1.15,  rlBing;  veiy 
atroDg  north  winds. 
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BotA  Fait,  Janvarg  SS,  1877. — Lannob  at  New  Orleans  for  repairs. 
Small  boats  anobored  in  mid-obanoel  uppoBit«  headquarters ;  time,  3  p.  m. ;  depth  of 
water,  with  lead,  39.5  feet ;  with  disk  1  foot  In  diameter,  39  feet ;  tide,  1.95  fbet ;  5.00 
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ft.ni.,  tide,  =0.32,  low  wator;  5.30  p.m.,  tide,  =2 Jt8,  high  water;  wftdingonCtt 
ton  gangs  >t  8  a.  m.,  1.40. 
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Tilt*. 
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South  Pai$,  January  SO,  1877.— Small  boat  anobored  Id  mid-chaiiDBl  oppotite  1 
qnarten.  Time,2  p.m.;  depth,29  fe«l;  7.55  a.  m.,  tide  =  0.fl,  lowwa(«r;  10) 
tide  =  S.5G,  high  water.  BeadiDg  on  Cairollton  gange  at  8  a.  m,  5.00.  Speciiii« 
watei  token  at  depths  7, 15,  and  iS  faet  with  the  ssnie  ipeeific  graTity. 

The  sCaife  of  tfaa  river  is  Bhown  b;  the  CarroUtOD -gauge  readioe  near  Hew  Orl 
It  varies  from  —  1.60  at  extreme  low  river  to  15.70  at  extreme  high  river. 

The  plane  of  average  flood-tide  at  South  Paae  llght-botiae  ia  determiDcd  b;  ■ : 
i>f  8.76  feet  on  the  United  States  angineer'B  gauge  at  that  plaoe.  The  plane  of  ■'  i 
age  fiood-tide"  at  the  bead  of  pueeg  reads  ahoot  IM  feet  on  the  United  Ststee 
neer'*  gange  at  bead  of  pni ses,  iod  is  the  average  high  water  of  low  river,  nearl; 

The  BpeciGc  gravities  given  in  the  foregoing  tables  were  detemiiued  by  tbeais 
hydrometer  wilb  a  uecli  whose  giadnated  portion  is  about  4  laches  lon^,  readiD{ 
this  spaoe  from  1.000  at  the  top  to  1.040  at  the  bottom,  byBncceasive  nnita. 

With  great  care  it  ii  praotioable  to  read  aooarately  within  one-foorth  of  a  m 
this  gradDatioD. 

The  hydrometer  piofesseB  to  indicate  speciflc  gravities,  and  in  distilled  watfr 
1.000  at  60°  F.,  aod  1.037,  nearly,  in  unmixed  sea-water.  The  speoiQo  gravities 
aro  for  a  temperature  of  60°  F. 

The  difference  !□  degrees  F.,  between  the  temperature  of  the  water  when 
from  the  river  aad  a  temperature  of  DO"  F.,  was  malUplied  by  .0002  and  this  res 
the  hydrometer  reading ;  the  product  was  added  to  or  subtracted  from  the  hydrDi 
reading,  according  as  the  actual  temperature  was  greater  or  less  than  60°  F 
enm  or  reniaiader  la  the  specific  gravity  of  the  tables. 

The  gradoation  of  the  hydrometer  X  have  m  nse  is  such  that  on  trial  tbe  ri 
of  temperatnre  varying  from  ib°  to  120°  F.  the  variation  in  the  readiog  det 
change  of  one  degree  in  temperatnre  corresponds  to  a  contraction  or  expaQf 
.000-J  of  the  whole  volume  neaily  (ranging  from  .000189  to  .000210}  for  each  dtj 
change  in  temperature  Fahrenheit, 

During  low  river,  whenever  the  sub-sDrface  Telocitiea  were  direct  and  small,  m 
in  a  reverse  direction,  the  method  employed  to  aaoertain  them  was  to  ancbo 
lannch  fore  and  aft,  and  having  secured  it  in  a  steady  and  permanent  poai  ion,  i 
of  3D  feet  on  her  deck,  and  sometimes  45  feet,  the  extreme  length,  was  oosd. 

A  tin  fan,  made  of  two  pieces,  each  abont  14  inches  long  by  7  inches  wide,  jtni 
light  angles  along  their  middle  line,  was  weighted  with  a  pound  or  more  of  lea 
eleudei  hut  strong  line  of  seine-twine  was  attached  to  a  ring  in  the  npper  end  o 
fan,  and  tbe  line  being  marked  off  carefully  in  feet  when  stretched  by  tbe  weigt 
pending,  tbe  center  of  the  fan  was  lowered  to  a  determioed  depth,  and,  after  g 
ttte  taa  an  opportunity  to  take  op  the  veiooity  of  tbe  current,  the  hand  boldio 
upper  end  of  (be  oord  was  moved  along  vertioally  above  aod  in  unison  wil'  " 

The  word  "  time"  being  given  as  the  hand  comes  above  the  npper  limit  of  the 
and  again  as  it  passes  tbe  lower  limit,  the  Interval  of  time  for  a  passage  of  30  fl 
determined  from  a  watch  by  the  time-keeper.  t 

Sometimes  three  or  more  observers  were  used  in  suooession  for  the  asme  deptb^ 
BOmetimea  the  same  observer  tried  three  or  more  times  for  each  deptli. 

An  average  of  all  the  trials  at  each  depth  is  used. 

Care  and  attention  are  needed  in  this  operation,  bat  tbe  fact  that  different  obser^ 
or  the  same  observei  at  different  successive  times,  arrived  at  nearly  the  same  re^Q 
and  withia  a  T«BSonable  limit,  indicates  that  the  reanlt  may  be  relied  on  as  tbe 
attainable  by  any  method  I  have  tried.  ' 

Tbe  limit  of  error  is  probably  not  greater  than  10  p«c  cent.,  and  with  e*re,  and 
adeptnese  attained  by  praotioe,  I  am  confident  it  may  oe  reduoed  to  half  this,  or  1<^ 

On  January  19,  1877^  Assistant  Eogineei  O.  D,  Parmely  and  two  of  the  men  oi 
party  who  had  never  before  been  tested  in  using  this  method,  obtMned  tbe  fblloi 
reenlts  in  14  feet  depth  of  water: 
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SEVENTH  EEPOBT  UPON  THE  IMPBOVEUENT  OP  THE  80XJTH 
PASS  OF  THE  UISaiaSIPFI  BIVBB. 


United  States  Emoineeb  Office, 

Fort  Ead»,  La.,  Augntt  1, 1877. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  aa  follows,  od  the  condition  of  the 

varks  under  conotruction  by  •Tames  B.  Eads  and  associates,  designed 

for  the  amelioration  of  the  channel  leading  from  the  main  stem  of  the 

Miasissippi  Biver  to  the  Oalf  of  Mexico,  Chrongh  Sooth  Pass. 

AT  THE  HEAD  OF  TOE  PASSES. 

The  last  report  of  Major  Oomstock  gave  in  detail  the  conditioa  of  all 
constructions  here  on  March  16, 1877.  The  present  report  will  give  an 
account  of  the  progress  made  np  to  Jnly  16, 1877. 

Everything  of  importance  was  accomplished  between  April  1  and 
May  31. 

DAJH  NO.  5,  OB  ISLAND  DAH. — (See  Sheet  No.  5  to  identify  the  varioas 
stractnres.) 

On  March  16  this  dam  had  three  contionons  tiers  of  mattresses,  witb 
a  fonrth  tier,  in  three  sections,  occnpying  about  one-half  the  length  of 
the  dam.  Two  tiers  have  since  been  added.  The  hfth  from  the  bottom 
(in  places  the  foarth  tier)  is  570  feet  long,  and  23  feet  wide,  and  is  from 
1  to  3  feet  thick,  in  order  to  rectify  irregularities.  The  sixth  tier,  the 
fifth  in  places,  has  the  same  length  and  breadth  as  the  fifth,  but  is  nni- 
formly  about  3  feet  thick.  A  tliin  layer  of  stone,  somewhat  scattering, 
covers  the  upper  layer,  whose  top  sarface  is  from  2^  to  3  feet  abore 
average  flood-tide.  Some  loose  willows,  of  no  great  amount,  have  been 
added  to  parts  of  this  dam,  principally  near  the  west  shore. 

Dams  Nos.  1  and  2,  and  the  lower  arm  of  the  east  T-liead,  from  dam 
No.  2  to  the  island,  are  substantially  io  the  same  conditioQ  described 
in  the  Inst  report,  and  as  far  as  is  known  no  change  has  occurred  in  the 
conditioa  of  Southwest  Pass  mattress  dam. 

EAST  DIKE. 

About  30  feet  of  the  apper  end  of  this  work,  including  Station  Clm 
ter,  have  been  nudermined,  and  the  piles  are  gone.  The  mattress  por- 
tion is  20  feet  wide  in  one  tier  and  is  on  the  east  side  only,  and  it  may 
still  be  in  the  bottom. 

The  water  is  30  feet  deep,  and  the  velocity  of  the  current  and  violent 
eddies  make  a  careful  examination  very  difflcolt  at  this  stage  of  the 
river. 

UPFBB  ABM  OF  EAST  T-HEAD. 

The  piles,  f^m  the  apper  end  to  within  60  feet  of  dam  No.  2,  have 
been  pulled  ui).  The  tilted  mattresses  leaning  against  them  have  con- 
sequently dropped  to  tbe  bottom,  and  lie  horizontally.  Water  to  the 
depth  of  7  or  8  feet  flows  over  them  at  average  flood-tide,  and  the 
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cairent  ia  very  strong,  aettjng  into  Sontii  Pasa  from  the  direction  of 
Northeast  Fasa  uearly.  The  latter  pass  must  have  captured  a  cou- 
Bidersble  portion  of  this  flov  previoas  to  the  demolition  of  the  upper 
end  of  the  east  T-head,  as  this  stmcture  was  nearly  impervioua  to  a 
flow  of  water,  so  compactly  was  it  bnilt.  The  shorteniog  of  this  T-faead, 
together  witb  an  extension  of  the  upper  arm  of  the  west  T-head,  con- 
Btrnoted  to  prevent  certain  cnrrents  from  abstracting  water  for  Soutli- 
west  Pass  at  the  expense  of  South  Pass,  are  supplementary  to  each 
other,  in  a  degree  at  least,  and  a  considerable  im  provement  in  the  chan- 
nel bas  resalted  from  their  execution. 

MA.TTBBBS  APBON  A0B08B   NOBTHBAST  TABS. 

This  is  a  flooring  70  feet  wide  and  3,000  feet  long,  extending  (torn  the 
end  of  the  old  east  dike  to  s  point  on  tbe  opposite  shore  of  Northeast  Pasa. 
It  is  bnilt  of  one  tier  of  mattresses,  about  2  feet  in  thickness  ;  the  sec- 
tions varying  from  20  to  40  feet  in  width.  For  the  first  half  of  the  work 
guide-pilea  were  first  driven,  and  when  the  mattresses  were  satisfacto- 
rily settled  and  ballasted,  these  piles  were  withdrawn.  Atterwanls 
the  mattresses  were  allowed  to  float  into  place,  under  guidance  by 
means  of  lines  depending  from  mooring  stations  above;  and  when  in 
place,  piles  were  driven  through  the  mattresses,  which  were  massed  in 
groups,  averaging  about  one  pile  for  each  mattress.  When  the  clusters 
of  mattresses  were  ballasted  sufBoieotly,  they  settled  to  the  bottom 
without  creating  any  difficulty.  This  apron  was  began  about  April  1 
and  finished  about  May  10. 

Taking  as  a  directrix  the  lower  edge  of  the  mattresses,  the  lengths 
and  directions  of  the  various  portions  of  the  work  are  as  follows :  Be- 
ginning bt  a  point  25  feet  from  old  Station  Cluster,  in  a  direction  ii° 
west  of  sonth  from  that  station,  it  extends  north  8P  east,  367  feet,  tlien 
Dorth  14^  east,  140  feet,  then  north  31°  east,  468  feet,  then  north  43^° 
east,  2,035  feet;  it|  all  3,000  feet  from  end  to  end. 

DAU  NO.  3. 

March  16,  a  line  of  piles  extended  from  the  west  shore,  near  the  Itght- 
boDse,  to  a  point  on  the  west  T-head,  indicated  on  the  proper  chart  of 
the  last  survey.  On  the  np-stream  side  of  these  piles  a  layer  of  founda- 
tion-mattresses, 35  feet  wide  and  1.8  feet  thick,  extended  from  the  T- 
bead  toward  the  shore,  300  feet.  Between  the  shore-end  of  these  and 
the  shore  Itself,  about  90  feet,  a  layer  of  willows  from  1  to  2  feet  thick, 
weighted  with  stone  to  ballast  them,  was  nearly  equivalent  to  a  short 
thin  mattiess.  One  tilted  mattress,  lUO  feet  by  12  feet  by  2j  feet, 
extended  toward  the  shore  from  the  T-head.  Since  then  some  mat- 
tresses have  been  constructed  at  the  Jump,  and  others  on  top  of  under- 
lying layers,  and  placed  in  position  on  this  dam  as  follows:  Calling  the 
old  foundation  the  first  tier,  the  second  tier,  25  feet  wide  and  2  feet 
thick,  extends  from  the  T-faead  to  the  shore,  300  feet.  The  third  tier, 
reaching  from  the  T-head  toward  the  shore  200  feet,  is  of  the  same  dimen- 
sions. The  fourth  tier,  constructed  in  place,  is  about  20  feet  wide  and 
3  feet  thick,  and  reaches  from  the  T-head  400  feet  shoreward,  overlapping 
the  shore-line  10  feet.  From  halfway  toward  the  shore,  westerly,  it  is 
the  third  tier,  excepting  the  last  single  tier  of  10  feet.  From  the  T-head, 
lUO  feet  toward  the  shore,  extends  a  fifth  tier,  3  feet  thick  at  its  easterly 
eutl  and  only  1  foot  at  the  other  extremity,  making  the  top  tnrfacu 
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nearly  leTel  throaghoat  the  dam,  aad  aboat  2J  feet  abore  average  flood- 
tide. 

The  old  tilted  mattress  has  sagged  down  nntil  the  upper  edge  is  only 
Tisible  at  low  tide  in  time  of  high  river,  and  for  its  length  the  corre- 
spondiDg  portion  of  the  nev  work  is  placed  up  stream  far  enongh  to  pre- 
vent  its  lovrer  edges  fW>m  resting  on  the  npstream  edge  of  the  tilted 
mattresses,  leaving  thns  a  apaoe  aboat  S  feet  wide  between  the  piles  and 
the  visible  dam  at  most  stages  of  the  tide. 

Each  layer  of  mattresseson  this  dam  is  ballasted  by  a  thin  layer  of  stone, 
safficieut  in  weight  to  hold  the  worlc  firmly  in  place,  apparently.  Tbere 
are  then,  in  this  portion  of  the  wort,  from  the  west  T-head  toward  the 
shore,  for  100  feet,  five  tiers  of  mattresses ;  from  100  to  2U0  feet  inward, 
foar  tiers ;  from  200  to  390  feet,  three  tiers ;  and  from  390  to  400  feet,  ooe 
tier.  A  second  wall  of  mattresses,  along  the  upper  side  of  the  fint, 
reaches  fi-om  the  west  T-head  100  feet  toward  the  shore.  It  contAinsi 
two  tiers,  each  25  feet  wide  and  2  feet  thick.  The  top  sarface  is  aboQt 
1  foot  above  average  flood-tide.  Thirty-five  feet  of  the  eant  end  of  tbia 
wall  are  built  on  an  old  foondation-mattress  of  the  west  T-head,  making 
three  tiers  here. 

THE  VEST  T-HEAD. 

The  oonditioD  of  this,  on  Haroh  16,  is  represented  ou  sheet  No.  6  of 
General  ComstocL's  sixth  report.  Sinoe  then  a  row  of  piles,  about  10 
feet  apart,  has  been  driven  tbroagh  the  third,  second,  and  first  tiers,  j 
along  the  west  edge  of  the  fourth  tier,  from  200  tn  700  feet  above  a  line 
common  to  the  west  T-head  and  dam  TSo.  5.  The  middle  point  on  this 
line  will  be  taken  as  initial  for  all  measurements  along  tl^is  T-be»l. 
These  piles  form  a  line  in  prolongation  of  the  piling  of  the  first  200  fitet 
above  dam  Ko.  3,  and  nearly  replace  the  piles  which  were  pnlled  np,  and 
driven  agnin  about  32  feet  farther  east,  after  the  two  rows  of  foundation 
mattresses  were  placed.  (See  Major  Oomstock's  sixtb  report.)  Tben  . 
are  now  two  parallel  rows  of  piles,  atrant  2S  feet  apact,  lu  this  sectioo  at 
the  west  T-head.  A  mattress-apron,  to  prevent  scour,  one  tier  in  tbick- 
ness,  has  been  sunken  along  the  channel  side  of  the  east  row  of  piles,  | 
about  15  feet  distaut  fhim  them,  from  200  to  720  feet  above  the  initial 
point.  A  row  of  gaide.piles,  at  iutervals  of  about  30  feet,  was  driven 
against  the  east  edge  of  the  east  foundation  tier,  and  the  apron-mat- 
tresses were  sankeu  along  the  east  side  of  these  guide-piles  and  the  lat 
ter  were  afterwards  pulled  oat.  From  dam  Ko.  3,  up  stream  200  feet, 
four  tiers  of  mattresses  were  in  one  period  since  April  1  sunken,  eacb 
on  the  next  lower  tier.  Before  this,  there  was  a  foundation-layer  bett, 
the  easterly  one,  35  feet  wid&  and  1.8  feet  thick.  The  second  tier  is  35 
teet  wide  and  2  feet  thick.  The  third  and  fourth  tiers  are  each  ftx>m  25 
to  36  feet  in  width  and  two  feet  in  thickness.  The  third  tier  is  probably 
30  and  the  fonrtb  25  feet  wide.  The  fifth  tier  is  25  feet  wide  and  i  feet 
thick  on  the  river  edge,  and  1  foot  thick  on  the  edge  next  the  piles. 
This  variation  is  in  conseqaenoe  of  an  underminiDg  of  the  river  edge, 
and  a  consequent  slope  downwards,  to  the  east,  of  the  upper  surface  o( 
the  fourth  tier.  Babsequently  the  sixth  and  seventh  layers,  varyiuK  in 
different  places  ft«m  2  to  3  feet  in  thickness,  were  built  in  place  ji»t 
over  the  five  tiers  referred  to  above,  and  also  from  200  to  700  feet  above 
initial  point.,  making  in  all  seven  tiers  in  depth  for  the  wall  from  the  in- 
ilial  point,  200  feet  upstream,  and,  including  the  mattresses  built  before 
March  16,  six  tiers  &om  200  to  700  feet  from  initial  point.  A  second  loat- 
tress  wall,  ISO  feet  in  length,  and  in  all  three  tiers  deep,  has  been  bniH 
oa  the  west  side  of  the  west  T-head,  begtoalDg  50  feet  above  the  iuitial 
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point.  Oae  of  these  tiers  was  In  place  Harcb  16 ;  the  second  and  third 
layers,  each  25  feet  wide  tmd  2  feet  thick,  liave  been  bnilt  since  thai 
date.  The  tilted  mattresses,  placed  here  in  September,  1876,  are  partly 
broken,  and  have  slipped  dowa  into  a  horizontal  position,  bo  that  the  sec- 
ond and  tJiird  tiers  above  referred  to  have  their  east  edges  resting  on  the 
Itagments.  In  addition  to  the  work  done,  as  now  desoribed,  in  complet 
iug,  for  the  present,  this  west  T-bead,  an  extension  of  347  feet,  already 
referred  to,  has  been  made  at  its  npper  end. 

Thirty-fonr  piles  were  driven  at  nearly  eqnal  intervals,  be^nning  700 
feet  above  initial  point,  and  reaching  to  1,017  feet  from  that  poiuL  At 
the  start  the  line  deflects  5°  easterly  from  the  line  below  and  joining  it 
for  126  feet;  it  then  tnrns  3^  yet  more  to  the  east,  continuing  161  feeC 
further,  or  to  987  feet  from  the  initial  point,  where  it  again  adds  12°  to 
its  easterly  deflection  for  60  feet  farther,  where  it  ends,  l,0i7feet  from 
initial  point. 

Seven  tiers  of  mattresses  have  been  constmcted  into  a  wall  along  the 
west  side  of  the  piles  in  close  oontinuation  of  the  work  lower  down 
stream.  The  flrst  tier  is  33  feet  wide  and  2  feet  thick,  and  extends  to  a 
point  1,050  feet  above  the  initial  point.  The  second  layer  is  33  feet  wide 
and  2  feet  thick,  and  extends  to  1,035  ftot  above  the  initial  point.  The 
third  is  30  feet  wide  and  2  feet  thick,  and  extends  to  1,000  feet  above 
the  initial  point  The  fonrth  is  27  feet  wide  and  2  feet  thick,  and  reaches 
to  the  1,000'foot  point. 

The  others  are  all  2  feet  thick,  the  fifth  being  25  feet  wide  and  the 
sixth  and  seventh  23  feet  wide.  At  the  lowerend  the  top  of  this  portion 
of  the  work  is  abont  IJ  feet  above  average  flood-tide,  and  at  the  npper 
end  it  is  abontlfeetbelowaverageflood-tide,  ranging  regnlarly  between 
these  extremes  at  its  several  parts.  A  layer  of  mattresses,  serving  as  an 
apron,  abnts  against  the  foundation- tier  of  the  extension  throughont  its 
length  on  the  east  or  channel  side.  Each  of  the  tiers  of  mattresses  in 
the  west  T-head  has  a  scattering  layer  of  stone  on  it  fast  sufficient  to 
safely  ballast  the  work,  probably.  All  the  piles  In  the  lower  arm  of  the 
west  T-head,  save  two  or  three,  have  been  undermined  and  have  disap- 
]>eared.  One  mattress  on  the  bottom,  bnilt  and  sank  in  September, 
1S76,  extends  from  the  initial  point  down  stream  100  feet. 

SUMHABY  OF   PBOGBESS — HEAD  OF  PASSES, 

yo  import«nt  changes  bave  been  made  in  the  works,  except  in  dams 
^os.  5  and  3,  the  west  T-bead,  and  the  npper  arm  of  the  east  T-head. 
Dam  No.  3 — two  tiers  have  been  added,  so  that  it  now  contains  five 
continuous  tiers  and  nearly  another.  Its  npper  surface  is  nearly  3  feet 
above  average  flood-tide. '  For  the  first  100  feet  from  the  initial  point 
there  are  five  tiers,  for  the  next  100  feet  four  tiers,  and  for  the  most  of 
the  remaining  distance  three  tiers. 

A  second  wall  of  two  tiers  is  built  in  juxtaposition  to  and  above  the 
first  named  for  100  feet,  and  for  this  same  space  there  is  one  tilted  mat- 
tress. This  latter  and  the  foundation-tier  of  the  first  wall  were  built 
before  March  16,  but  the  remainder  since. 

VEST  T-HRAD. 

For  100  feet  below  initial  point  there  is  one  mattress  on  the  bottom, 
an  old  one.  Above  this  we  may  consider  three  sections ;  the  Drat  from 
the  initial  point  to  200  feet  above,  the  second  the  500  feet  next  in  order 
above  section  1,  and  the  third  350  feet  of  the  upper  end.    The  flrst  and 
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second  eectiODB  have  two  foaadatioQ  layers,  side  by  side  and  to  tbe 
eastward,  which  ia  prolonged  the  whole  length  of  the  350  feet  exteo-  . 
sion,  also  a  third  for  tbe  second  section.  This  tier  thna  far  haa  served 
by  itself  merely  as  a  mattress  apron.  The  first  section  has  six  tiers 
boilt  ou  its  east  foandation  and  two  on  its  western.  The  second  sectioa 
has  five  builton  its  western  and  the  third  section  six  tierson  its  westera 
foandation.    Most  of  this  work  is  recent. 

BAST  T-HBAD. 

Its  upper  arm,  except  50  feet^  has  been  removed,  so  far  as  ooDfloing 
the  water  is  in  view.  This  is  m  Connection  with  an  extension  of  3sil 
feet  given  to  tbe  west  T-head. 

It  is  necessary  to  give  brieQy  tbe  results  attained  by  these  works  at 
the  Head  of  Passes  by  confining  the  high-river  flow  of  water  tbroaKh 
the  bead  of  South  Pass  to  a  channel  about  800  feet  in  width.     Its  for- 
mer width  from  headland  to  headland,  at  tbe  upper  end  of  the  normal    . 
South  Pass,  was  about  2,900  feet. 

So  far  OS  the  ability  of  the  channel  to  admit  and  pass  vessels  is  cod- 
cemed,  there  has  been  little  change  since  Uarcb  16.  I 

M^jor  Oomstock,  iu  bis  6th  report,  states  that  23.9  feet  at  average    . 
flood-tide  could  be  carried  tbroogh  on  March  7.  but  that  apportion  of 
the  ronte  soundings  were  not  very  close.    On  tlie  lith  day  of  May,  23 
feet  at  average  flood-tide  was  the  minimum  depth  iu  the  channel. 

On  tbe  16th  of  Jane,  a  23-foot  channel  was  found.  The  shoalest  por- 
tiou  of  tbe  channel  is  Just  above  a  liue  joining  the  old  end  of  the  east 
dike  and  tbe  end  of  tbe  west  dike.  And  in  it,  from  24  feet  depth  sonCb' 
erly  to  24  feet  northerly,  the  distance  is  about  400  feet.  Between  tlie 
dikes  themselves  a  remarkable  scour  has  taken  place,  beginning  at  tbe 
first  stage  of  the  late  rise  in  the  river  and  progressing  with  the  rise  | 
steadily  and  rapidly  until  a  very  late  date  at  least.  It  was,  doubtless, 
augmented  by  the  changes  above  described  in  the  controlling  structures- 

Between  a  line  joining  the  old  end  of  east  dike  and  the  end  of  vest 
dike,  and  a  cross-section  throngh  a  point  common  to  west  dike  and  dam 
Ko.  3,  a  distance  of  abont  950  feet,  an  average  scoar  of  1.02  feet  bu 
occurred  fh>m  March  16  to  June  16.  Prom  the  above-named  cross-sec- 
tion to  West-shore  Station,  about  800  feet,  the  average  scour  has  been 
about  1.6  feet.  From  the  latter  station  down  to  Tlde-Gauge  Station, 
about  1,600  feet,  a  scour  of  3.53  feet  occurred  between  the  same  epocbs- 
Within  these  three  areas  about  250,000  cubic  yards  of  the  bottom  have 
been  scoured  out  between  March  16  and  June  16. 

On  June  15,  two  lines  were  run  across  Southwest  Pass,  which  are  not 
on  sheet  So,  5,  forwarded  herewith.  They  are  omitted  in  order  to  sa^e 
space  in  the  chart,  already  qnite  large.  A  comparison  of  these  sound- 
ings with  those  taken  in  the  same  localities,  approximately,  over  three 
months  since,  indicates  an  average  sconr  in  Southwest  Pass  of  about  I 
foot  in  a  oross-Bection  near  where  the  Southwest  Pass  mattress-apron  is- 

Tbe  few  lines  of  soundings  in  Northeast  Pass  on  the  June  chart,  whick 
are  comparable  with  those  of  the  March  surrey,  iudtcate  little  change 
herein  tbe  interim.  A  comparison  of  two  liuesjnst  above  tbe  mattre&n- 
upron,  neariy  identical  in  position  on  the  two  charts,  shows  an  average 
shoaling  of  about  6  inches,  while  two  lines  in  position  for  comparisoa, 
below  the  apron,  show  a  scour  of  abont  6  inches. 
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SOUTH  PASS  JETTIES. 

The  arnonnt  of  work  done  here  bas  beea  large,  and  the  expense  in- 
curred in  the  last  fonr  months  and  more,  since  March  16, 1877,  has  beeu 
eoDsiderably  greater,  i>erhaps,  ao  far  as  the  cost  of  improvements  is  con- 
cerned, than  in  any  previons  four  months  since  the  work  begaii.  A 
detailed  and  consecutive  verbal  statement  of  this  progress,  arranged  in 
any  onler  of  sequence  easily  intelligible,  would,  perhaps,  he  so  statisti- 
cal, monotonons,  and  complicated  that  it  would  be  ditBcuIt  for  the  mind 
to  Klean  from  the  prolix  statement  an  intelligent  and  comprehensive 
idea  either  of  the  recent  additions  to,  or  the  present  condition  of,  the 
work. 

I  have  thoaght  it  better,  therefore,  to  tabulate  this  infor^nation  so  far 
as  practicable,  and  to  add  to  each  table  snch  explanatory  remarks  as 
may  be  necessary. 

These  representations,  together  with  the  mattress-plans  on  sheet  No. 
3,  forwarded  herewith,  and  the  longitudinal  profiles  through  the  end  of 
the  east  jetty,  to  be  found  on  sheet  Ko.  3,  will  give  as  clear  information 
as  is  practicable,  perhaps,  of  the  recent  additions  to,  as  well  as  of  the 
present  state  of,  tjie  jetties. 
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D  Id  addlUoa'i 

The  initial  point  for  all  distances  on  the  east  jetty,  given  in  this  table 
and  elsewhere,  is  East  i:'oiDt  Station,  which  will  be  readily  ideutiBed  on 
tbe  proper  charts. 

The  work  noted  in  tbe  table  as  having  been  done  from  60  to  160  feet 
from  East  Point  Station  is  under  tbe  wbarf  located  at  this  place,  and 
tbe  narrow  mattresses  are  between  tbe  river  row  of  wbarf-pilea  and  tbe 
next  wharf  row. 

In  June,  1875,  a  layer  of  loose  willows,  2  to  3  feet  in  thickness,  was 
placed  here,  with  stone  on  them,  bat  as  considerable  water  escaped,  the 
tier  of  mattresses  bas  been  recently  added,  and  tbe  spur  of  loose  wit- 
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lovs,  30  feet  long,  acooanted  for  second  in  the  table,  is  intended  as  an 
RDxiliary  to  lessen  the  leak.  Xo  great  amonnt  of  water  passes  out  bere 
now  at  average  flood -tide. 

Stone,  to  an  amonnt  sntScient  to  speedily  sink  the  mattresses,  bas 
t»een  added  orer  all  annken  in  the  last  year,  and,  in  fact,  on  nearly  all 
in  each  work  here  and  at  the  head  of  the  passes,  the  exceptions  being 
some  mattresses  snnken  in  the  lower  tiers  in  the  early  staged  of  the  work 
dnring  high  river,  which  were  allowed  to  sink  by  the  weight  of  the  sed- 
iment gathered  after  being  moored  in  their  designated  places.  Tbe 
atone  on  the  npper  tiers,  iu  cases  where  its  upper  surface  is  from  1  foot 
to  3  feet  above  average  flood-tide,  and  when  no  other  mattresses  are  to 
be  added,  presumably,  is  of  another  cbaravter,  and  is  distributed  gener- 
ally in  a  different  manner.  Tbe  stone  for  ballasting  mattresses  was 
partly  ship-ballast  and  partly  a  soft,  limy  sandstone,  mostly  quite  brit- 
tle, and  of  weak  cohereace,  from  the  Yazoo  Biver ;  and  it  was  scattered 
on  the  mattresses  to  be  sunken  somewhat  regularly,  but  thinly  and  gen- 
erally in  small  pieces. 

Whenever,  in  the  table,  the  stone  is  described  as  being  in  a  thin  scat- 
tering layer,  on  an  npper  tier,  It  is  distributed  in  a  similar  manner,  bnt 
more  thickly,  although  not  in  close  contignity  and  not  snfBoiently  com- 
pactly to  be  eqnal  to  a  complete  layer,  of  the  average  height  of  tbe 
stones.  These  latter  stones  are  of  all  siEcs,  from  one  pound  to  one  hun- 
dred pounds  and  more,  averaging,  perhaps,  thi'ty  ponnds. 

This  stone  is  mostly  a  hard  and  compact  sandy  limestone,  often  hav- 
ing some  quartzose  material.  It  comes  from  the  Ohio  Biver.  Iu  cases 
where  the  thickness  of  the  top  layer  of  stone  is  given  in  the  table,  this 
depth  is  that  at  the  middle  line,  and  a  slope  towards  either  edge  dimin- 
ishes the  depth  each  way.  At  the  lower  end  of  tbe  east  jetty,  where 
tbe  stones  nre  placed  qaite  thickly  in  the  finishing  layer,  the  upper  mat- 
tress-frames are  mostly  arranged  to  allow  of  compression  from  the  weight 
of  stone.  These  frames  have  accordingly  compressed  somewhat,  bat  the 
willows  themselves  more,  and  the  stone,  from  one  to  two  or  even  three 
feet  thick,  has  often  an  elevation  scarcely  greater  than  tbe  mattresa- 
frames  themselves  at  their  edges.  The  same  compression  of  frames,  or 
willows,  or  both,  exists  to  a  lesser  exteut  throughout  the  jetties. 

On  this  lower  portion  of  the  east  jetty,  from  11,000  about  to  11,770 
feet  from  East  Point,  about  300  cubic  yards  of  very  large  stones,  vary- 
ing in  weight  from  500  to  2,500  pounds  or  more  are  added  to  the  upper 
tier,  besides  those  heretofore  referred  to.  Many  of  these  large  stones 
have  been  moved  from  ^ot  to  spot,  after  intervals  of  a  few  days,  in 
order  to  prodnoe  compression  of  tbe  mattresses,  and  to  obtain  speedily 
the  ultimate  stability  of  the  noderlying  sabmariue  foundation  of  mud. 
The  cousequent  compression  in  some  parts  bas  been  considerable. 

When  a  line  of  levels  is  mn  over  the  jetties,  it  is  found  that  irregu- 
larities of  one  foot  or  more  occnr  within  distances  of  a  few  feet,  and  in 
giving  the  elevation  above  average  Sood-tide  of  either  tbe  mattress- 
frames  or  the  middle  line  of  stone,  which  is  the  Hue  on  which  elevation 
of  stone  is  measured,  only  an  average  can  be  given,  and  even  then  the 
result  is  to  some  extent  necessarily  an  approximation. 

It  will  be  noted  that,  in  some  caaee,  mattresses  in  tbe  finishing  layer 
are  thicker  on  the  river-edge  than  on  the  sea-edge.  This  is  to  rectify  a 
previous  slope  in  tbe  mattress-wall,  due  mostly  to  a  slope  channel- 
wards  of  the  bottom  of  the  pass,  beneath  the  foundation  mattresses. 
The  finishing  tier  from  60  to  1,180  feet  could  not  be  floated  into  position, 
even  at  high  tide,  so  as  to  lie  contignoaa  to  the  line  of  piles,  and  a  space 
of  6  to  10  feet  has  been  left,  iu  most  cases,  which  has  been  filled  with 
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loose  willows  covered  with  stone.  A  tier  of  loose  willows,  also  covered 
with  stoae,  aa  above,  in  a  thin  scattering  la;er,  fills  some  few  short, 
longitudinal  gaps  between  the  mattresses.  These  are,  as  far  as  is 
known,  noted  in  the  table,  except  where,  in  w  Instances,  a  leveling 
of  the  surface  has  been  accomplished  in  this  "'^nner,  for  a  very  few  fe«t 
in  length. 

In  addition  to  the  work  tabulated  above,  one  mattress  f^om  11,160 
feet  to  11,260  feet,  and  one  from  11,420  to  11.520  feet  from  East  Point 
Station,  have  been  placed  iu  an  inclined  position,  with  their  upper  edges 
near  to  and  just  above  the  river-edge  of  the  east  jett}',  while  the  lover 
edges  rest  on  the  river-bottom.  They  are  intended  to  serve  as  8ecurit.v 
against  sconr.  Parti;  in  recapitnlation,  the  following  facta  are  stated: 
The  elevations  given  tor  the  east  Jetty  are  those  of  the  mattresses  abore 
average  flood-tide.  From  60  to  2,100  feet  from  Bast  Point  the  east  jetty 
has  an  elevation  ranging  from  zero  to  nearly  3  feet.  From  2,100  to 
4,695  feet  no  change  has  been  made  lately.  The  mattresses  varyiu 
elevation  from  1  foot  or  more  above  to  1  foot  or  more,  and  in  some  caeee 
2  feet  below  average  fiood-tide,  averaging  not  far  tjrom  even  with  tiai 
plane. 

From  4,695  to  4,870  feet  one  tier  has  been  added  since  March  16,  it« 
upper  snrfaoe  averaging  abont  in  the  plane  of  average  flood-tide.  Froio 
4,870  to  5,015  feet  from  East  Point  nothing  has  been  done  since  abouti 
year  ago.  The  water  at  average  flood-tide  is  aboat  2  feet  deep  overtbe 
top  mattress. 

From  5,015  feet  to  6,175  feet  from  East  Point  one  tier  has  been  addfd 
since  March  16,  the  top  of  which  is  from  one-half  foot  to  one  and  a  balf 
feet  above  average  flood-tide.  From  6,175  to  6,200  feet  from  East  Point 
there  have  been  no  additions  for  over  a  year.  The  upper  surface  is  abont 
in  the  plane  of  average  flood-tide.  The  remainder  of  the  east  jetty,  or 
from  6,200  to  11,770  feet  from  Bast  Point,  has  been  raised  since  Marcb 
16  with  mattresses  to  aa  elevation  varying  from  1  to  3  feet  above  aver- 
age flood-tide,  and  with  the  exception  of  200  feet  from  6,200  to  6,^ 
feet  from  East  Point,  has  been  covered  with  stone  to  a  depth  of  1, 2, 
and  even  3  feet  in  places  near  the  outer  end. 

This  portion  of  the  jetty  may  now  be  considered  measurably  perma- 
nent, and  strong  enougli,  probably,  to  withstand  quite  severe  stomu 
without  very  serious  damage. 


This  stractnre  joins  the  bead  of  the  west  jetty  with  the  west  shore. 

Progress  since  last  report  and  the  present  condition  of  the  dam  may 
be  easily  understood  by  aid  of  the  following  table  and  the  mattress- 
plana  given  on  sheet  No.  3. 

About  one-half  the  stone  on  this  dam  is  in  very  large  pieces,  weifll)- 
jng  from  300  pounds  to  1,500  pounds  and  more,  in  all  abont  100  cubic 
yards.  The  remainder  is  in  pieces  varying  from  less  than  a  pooni)  to 
100  pounds,  averaging,  perhaps,  from  30  to  40  pounds  each.  Thelayerof 
stones  is  narrow  and  thin  at  the  shore  end,  and  increases  gradnailf 
until  at  pile  1  it  is  18  feet  wide  and  2  feet  thick. 
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From  6,900  to  7,200  feet,  and  from  6,300  to  6,400  feet  from  pile  1,  mst- 
treBsea  3p  feet  wide  aod  2  feet  thick  bare  been  aotiken  in  an  iucli&ed 
position  aloDf;  the  river  edge  of  the  jetty,  80  that  tlie  npper  edges  of  the 
iocliaed  mattressen  abat  agaiost  and  over  the  edge  of  the  Jetty.  This  is 
intended  to  prevent  sconr  under  the  jetty.  Excepting  the  points  here 
deBJgnated,  the  weat  Jetty  has  an  elevation  ftom  zero  to  3  feet  above 
average  flood-tide.  The  points  below  this  standanl  plane  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

SlatanMlriHD^l.  It«]>thof  T 


1,600  feet 3    fMt. 

2,950  feet 1     foot. 

3,100  feet 0.5  foot 

3,a00feet 0^  foot. 

3,600  feet O^ftiot. 

The  extent  of  these  low  places  and  the  elevation  of  the  anrface  of  the 
mattresses  in  either  jetty  etn  be  ascertained  by  an  ezaminatfon  of  the 
flgaroB  on  the  mattress-plans  on  aheets  Kos.  1  and  2,  forwarded  here- 
with. 

The  two  npper  tiers  of  Eipp  dam,  the  fifth  and  sixth,  lap  over  on  the 
west  jetty,  forming  the  tenth  and  eleventh  of  that  stractnre.  The  over- 
lapping portions  have  been  coonted  with  the  west  jetty.  The  first  600 
feet  of  the  west  jetty  haa  on  it  a  considerable  numlier  of  very  lai^ 
stones,  weighing  from  500  to  2,500  pounds  each,  atiout  150  cubic  yards. 
These  are  not  connted  in  giving  elevations,  as  they  do  not  form  any- 
where a  complete  layer,  bnt  tbey  increase  the  elevation  sometimes  to  6 
or  7  feet  above  average  fiood-tide. 

From  500  to  1,000  feet  from  pile  1  willows  are  placed  in  a  layer  from 
3  to  7  feet  deep,  rounding  up  in  the  middle  line.  These  are  coveietl 
with  stone,  and  are  thus  greatly  compressed. 

Abont  June  20, 1877,  there  was  a  break  in  the  west  jetty  f^m  1,000 
to  1,176  feet  from  pile  1,  caused  probably  by  the  nndermining  of  the 
jetty  on  the  channel  side.  The  depth  of  the  water  close  to  the  Jetty  w8.i 
35  to  40  feet.  The  mattresses  either  settled  by  undermining  or  slipped 
off  into  the  deep  water  in  a  deep  hole  below,  until  there  was  a  depth  of 
15  or  16  feet  over  the  jetty  in  its  deepest  place.  The  old  upright  board 
apron  being  in  fair  repair  in  this  place,  the  flow  of  water  was  greatly 
impeded,  and  tbe  old  horizontal  ai>ron-mattre«8  on  the  sea  side  pre- 
vented mooh  sconr  there,  and  the  damage  was  greatly  belittled.  The 
break  was  repaired  by  driving  piles  along  the  river  edge  of  the  jetty  ta 
keep  the  barges  in  the  broken  area,  when  it  was  filled  np  with  willows 
and  stone,  thrown  in  in  alternate  layers. 

It  is  judged  that  many  hundreds  of  cords  of  willows  and  300  or  400 
cubic  yards  of  stone  were  naed  in  tbese  repairs,  and  'the  section  is  now, 
Jaly  24,  brought  up  to  abont  average  flood-tide.  Some  apron-mat- 
tresses have  been  sunken  along  the  channel  side  to  prevent  further 
sconr. 

From  1,650  to  2,050  feet  from  pile  1  a  row  of  large  stones  lias  been 
placed,  weighing  from  GOO  to2,500poundsBndmore,  and  about  150  cubic 
yards  of  large  stones  are  here. 

The  elevation  of  portions  of  the  west  jetty  given  are  those  of  the  upper 
surface  of  the  stone.  Over  900  feet  of  the  willows,  thickest  in  the  mid 
die,  were  placed  beneath  tbe  upper  layer  of  stones  to  prevent  tbe  latter 
from  sinking  through  and  depressing  the  willows  of  tlie  mattresses,  and 
throughoat  the  Jetty  the  average  elevation  of  the  mattresses  may  be 
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ascertained  approximately  b;  aobtracting  the  average  tbickueea  of  etone 
from  its  arerage  elevatlou.  . 

Over  a  greater  portion  of  the  east  jetty  the  stone  has  so  compressed 
the  mattresses,  especially  in  the  middle,  that  this  coold  not  be  done,  gir- 
ing  a  desirable  degree  of  approximation. 

THE  WIHQ-DAMS  OK  BPCBS  OP  TBZ  JETTIES. 

The  jetties  have  29  spars  abatting  from  either  jetty,  generally  at  nn 
angle  approximatint;  90°.  These  are  geaerall.v  in  pairs,  having  various 
details  of  coDstroction,  bat  as  regards  general  characteristics  they  may 
be  an  classed  nnder  one  of  three  heads  or  orders. 

Those  of  the  first  order  are  conetrncted  of  piling  and  willow- mattresses, 
ballasted  with  stone;  aonken  in  horizontal  positions,  one  tier  above 
another  in  terraces,  and  in  most  locations  these  may  be  considered  as 
permanent  as  the  main  portion  of  the  jetties,  an^  they  resemble  the 
latter  in  all  essential  respects. 

Those  of  the  second  order  are  partJy  bnilt  of  mattresses  laid  horizon- 
tally, and  partly  of  inclined  mattresses,  and  they  have  a  line  or  lines  of 
piles,  as  all  of  these  stractures  have,  and  more  or  less  stone,  as  all 
have. 

Those  of  the  third  order  are  bnilt  entirely  of  piles  and  iDelioed  mat- 
tresses. 

These  spars  have  not  been  bnilt  in  any  regular  sequence,  bat  as  a 
Bcoor  seemed  to  be  reqaired  in  a  particular  locality,  a  spar  or  spurs  were 
thrown  out  from  one  or  both  jetties  to  narrow  the  water-way,  and  again 
others  were  built  in  different  places,  as  their  neoessity  or  desirability 
was  plainly  developed.  They  were  at  first,  and  on  all  charts  previous 
to  these  now  forwarded,  numbered  somewbnt  iu  the  order  in  which  they 
were  bnilt.  But  this  rule  was  not  closely  followed,  deviatioae  becoming 
necessary  to  admit  of  the  nse  of  blank  numbers  when  wing-dams,  sap- 
posed  to  be  contemplated,  shonld  be  constructed. 

These  spnrs  will  now  be  lettered  in  the  consecntire  order  of  the 
alphabet,  from  the  end  of  the  jetties  ap  stream,  twin-spurs  having  the 
same  letters.  But  each  spur  from  the  main  east  jetty  will  be  designated 
by  a  capital  letter,  and  the  corresponding  one  springing  from  the  main 
west  jetty  will  be  known  by  the  same  letter  swiaU,  The  numbers  for- 
merly  distinguishing  each  will  also  be  given  in  a  parenthesis. 

Snch  information  regarding  these  spars  as  may  be  so  conveyed  read- 
ily, will  be  found  in  the  Ibllowing  table : 
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Spar  A  if  well  b&Iloated  with  atone,  in  about  the  same  proportion  »)> 
ia  the  end  of  the  east  jetty,  exceiiUog  the  very  larfte  stooes  on  the  lat- 
ter. The  Bsme  remark  api)liea  to  q  relative  to  the  west  Jetty.  In  givini; 
the  clear  space  from  the  end  of  one  npnr  to  another,  an  well  aa  in  giving 
the  length  of  the  opur,  measured  fVom  the  gaide-line  of  piles  of  the  main 
jetty,  aprons  of  spurs  used  us  a  flooring  in  contiunatioQ  of  the  fimmta- 
tion  tier,  to  prevent  scour,  are  excluded  trom  tbe  calculation,  as  they  ilo 
uot  greatly  aO'ect  the  width  of  the  water-way. 

A  mattress  apron  extends  30  feet  beyond  the  fonndation  of  both  gpan 
A  and  small  a.  As  in  spur  A  it  often  occnra  that  irregular  depths  have 
required  partial  tiera  in  the  deeper  places.  Jn  the  ease  of  A,  five  atnl 
seven  are  therefore  given  as  the  number  of  tiera.  In  other  cases  a  pur- 
tiat  tier  ia  called  a  tier,  as  its  length  is  given.  The  stone  on  the  top 
surface  of  spur  a  ia  leas  in  quantity  than  on  A,  but  even  here  it  is  aboat 
2  feet  in  depth. 

Spar  a  has  two  wails;  the  up-stream  one  is  new.  Piles  were  driven 
along  the  upper  edge  of  the  old  wall,  and  a  new  one  was  laid  along  the 
opper  side  of  these  piles. 

These  two  outer  wing-dams  A  and  a  being  at  the  present  eod  of  the 
Jetties,  often  receive  severe  battering  from  the  waves  beating  in  fron 
tbe  southeast,  and  partially  broken  on  the  shoal  places  just  seaward  of 
the  jetties'  ends.  Since  the  completion  of  these  two  wiiig-daios,  in  the 
latter  part  of  Hay,  the  top  tier  of  each  has  been  nearly  destroyed  \»j 
waves.  New  mattresses  were  lauucbed  and  built  on  the  broken  remsioB, 
and  in  couseqnence  the  upper  edge  lies  about  2  feet  higher  than  the 
lower  on  spur  A.  Mattresses  have  also  been  constructed  on  spur  a  to 
replace  the  broken  ones.  The  table  shows  the  condition  of  the  spurs  on 
July  24. 

8pursCande,nowoftheflratorder,  were  originally  of  the  third  order, 
but  being  destroyed  (see  Major  Oomstock's  sixth  report),  they  were  re-    : 
built  stronger,  of  the  Brat  order.  | 

Spur  E  was  rebuilt  of  tbe  first  order  nnder  similar  circumstances.        | 

The  piling  of  spur  e  has  been  extended  56  feet.  No  mattresses  have 
yet  been  placed  against  the  piles.  The  tilted  mattresses  of  tbe  old  por- 
tion are  in  good  condition.  The  npper  edge  is  from  2  to  3  feet  above 
average  flood-tide. 

On  spur  F  about  60  feet  of  the  tilted  mattresses  next  to  the  jetty  nre 
JD  good  condition.  The  remainder,  toward  the  outer  end,  have  become 
broken,  and  have  8lip[>ed  down  the  piles  out  of  sight,  and  they  areof 
little  effect  probably. 

Spur  O,  third  order,  has  been  extended  81  feet  since  Maroh  16.  and  ;,   I 
of  the  second  order,  61  feet  toward  the  middle  of  the  channel.    The  old 
portions  are  in  good  condition. 

Spura  H  and  h  are  not  exactly  opposite,  A  being  about  100  feet  farther 
down  stream.  H  is  a  new  spur,  of  tbe  second  order.  A  part  of  tbis 
waa  undermined  and  broke  down  the  week  it  was  built,  about  Jane  1, 
but  it  was  repaired  the  ibllowing  week.  Now  it  baa  tilted  mnttreeses 
above  the  piles  and  horizontal  ones  up  stream  from  those  that  are  io- 
clioetl. 

h  has  been  renewed  and  extended  123  feet  toward  the  middle  of  tbe 
channel.  This  spur  is  of  the  second  order;  the  extension  ia  of  tbe 
second  order.  The  old  portion,  from  30  to  120  feet  from  the  piling  of  tbe 
main  jetty,  ia  not  in  the  best  condition.  The  tilted  mattresses  have 
slipped  down  and  2  or  3  feet  of  water  flow  over  tbem.  This  spar  | 
deflects  up  stream  about  7°  at  a  point  119  feet  from  the  initial  liu& 
All  the  other  spurs  are  built  tn  right  lines. 
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J,  of  the  third  order,  has  no  opposite  spur.  The  first  00  foet  from  the 
main  jetty  are  in  good  condition.  Beyond  this,  to  tlie  end  of  the  opur, 
all  the  tilted  mattresaes  are  broken,  and  they  have  sankeu  to  the  bot- 
tom. 

K,  of  the  third  order,  haa  no  opposite  spnr.  The  tilted  mattresses 
are  in  good  condition.  Of  spur  L,  of  the  third  order,  40  feet  of  tilted 
mattressen,  near  the  onter  end,  are  in  fair  condition,  anij  are  still  visible, 
bat  the  remainder  are  broken,  and  have  gone  to  the  bottom. 

I,  tbinl  order,  starts  from  a  point  370  feet  fh>m  the  shore.  It  extends 
abont  130  feet  beyond,  or  to  the  east  of  a  protougiition  line  of  the  eiist 
jetty  pilings.  Most  of  the  old  tilted  mattresses  are  broken  and  have 
slipped  don-u  ont  of  sight. 

in  spur  M,  third  order,  aboat  half  the  tilted  mattresses  are  in  good 
coodiiioQ,  aud  stand  G  or  6  feet  above  average  flood-tide.  Between  this 
portion  and  the  jetty  the  tilted  mattreasea  have  all  slipped  down  out 
of  sight.  Of  spur  m  aboat  80  feet  of  the  onter  end  is  in  good  condition ; 
the  remainder  bus  dieapi>eared  from  view. 

N,  of  tlie  third  order,  is  in  Rood  condition  throughout,  as  is  n,  in  con- 
seqaenve  of  recent  reiwlrs,  although  the  tilted  mattresses  formerly  in 
place  having  become  wrecked,  their  places  have  been  supplied  by  new 
ones. 

O,  of  the  third  order,  is  about  100  feet  farther  down  stream  than  o  of 
the  third  order.  Fifty  or  sixty  feet  of  the  middle  portion  of  O  are  in 
fair  condition.  The  remuinder  of  the  mattresses  are  sunken  to  tbe  bot- 
tom. OoDciderable  dril't^wood  is  lodged  against  the  npper  side  of  spurs 
O  and  0.  Tbe  tilted  mattresses  of  o  have  all  slipped  nearly  or  quite  to 
the  bottom. 

P  is  new,  of  tbe  first  order,  326  feet  long.  It  projects  from  the  west 
shore  2,16U  feet  alwve  pile  1. 

For  the  first  120  feet  from  the  shore  the  npper  mattress  surface  slopes 
from  aboat  2  feet  above  to  zero  feet  above  averagt«  flood-tide.  From  this 
point  to  the  chaitnel-end,  206  feet,  tbe  deptb  of  water  on  its  npper  m>it- 
tresB  gradually  increases  from  zero  to  14  feet  at  average  flood-tidf.  This 
has  no  opposite  spur.  Of  thfse  spurs  six  are  of  the  first  order.  One 
of  these  has  been  built  since  March  16 ;  the  remainder  have  had  changes 
and  additions'  since  that  date.  Five  are  of  the  second  order.  Four  of 
tbeoe  are  new,  and  the  other  has  received  additions  and  changes. 

Eighteen  are  of  tbe  third  order.  One  of  these  is  new.  Two  have  re- 
ceived more  or  less  repairs,  and  flFteen  have  bad  no  changes  or  additions 
since  March  16.  These  explanations,  with  the  table  and  sheets  Nos.  1 
and  2,  will  give  a  clear  understanding  of  the  wing-dam  system. 

An  examitiaiion  of  the  table  shows  that  most  of  the  p^ira  of  spars 
contract  tbe  water-way  between  them  to  less  than  700  feet,  the  least 
width  from  structure  to  structure  being  S7U  feet,  ignoring  any  mere  floor- 
ing, which  may  readily  t}econie  fiui^h  with  the  bottom. 

The  act  of  Oongress  contracting  with  James  B.  Eads  and  associates, 
approved  March  3,  1875,  coutaina  tbe  following  provision : 

Skct.  — .That,  In  order  to  fMilltate  the  proper  looktion  of  akid  Jetties,  whlolt  shall 
not  be  leu  than  700  feet  »pMt,  &o.,  &o. 

And  alao  the  following: 

It  beiDK  expressly  DDderatood  that  while  laid  Eada  aball  be  nntniinmeled  in  the 
exerclw  of  his  JadKment  and  skill  in  the  location,  design,  And  ooustructlon  of  said 
Jetties  and  aniiliary  works,  the  intent  oi  this  aot  is  not  simply  to  secure  the  wide  and 
deep  channel  tirst  above  named,  bnC  likewise  to  provide  for  tbe  ooDsttaetiOD  of  thot- 
oDKlily  subelantial  and  permanent  works  by  whioh  aoid  ohanuel  ma;  be  uiaiutained  for 
all  time  after  their  completion. 
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It  bas  been  nsBame'l  by  my  prnlfoefwor,  I  tbink,  and  it  certainly  hag 
beea  aKsamed  by  me,  that  any  narrowitig  of  the  water-way  to  a  leu 
iiidth  than  700  feet  was  a  temporary  espedient  to  gaiu  au  iucrease  of 
Telocity  that  should  aid  in  scoaring  away  speedily  a  material,  moBtl; 
of  banl  clay,  which  ban  been  compacted  by  years  of  inertness,  under 
both  mechanical  and  chemical  laws,  and  should  secure  the  flrst-deBircd 
depths  sooner  than  they  conld  be  obtained  without  the  dimiaution  of 
water-way.  And  1  bavo  assamed  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Captflin 
Eada  to  remove  any  obstructions  to  a  waterway  700  feet  wide,  nlti- 
mately.  In  this  a8:<unipttou  I  am  orally  confirmed  by  Captain  Eadi 
bimaetf. 

The  clause  which  provjdeH  that  he  shall  be  untrammeled,  Sec.,  seemi 
to  be  limited  only  by  other  provisions,  that  the  work  shall  be  stable  nud 
permanent  both  in  its  own  clniracter  and  in  its  reanlts. 

As  regards  permanency  of  resnits,  it  seems  to  me  that  in  any  case 
regarding  a  point  as  to  which  the  engineering  world  may,  in  good  failb, 
be  divided  intJ}  two  or  more  camps,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  officer  who  is 
oharRed  with  the  inspection  of  this  work  on  behalf  of  the  United  Stales 
to  bold  himself  aloof  front  pariisAnship  with  either  side,  and,  if  (xtssJ' 
ble,  to  avoid  the  expresMon  of  opinions  not  fl)>eciflR»Ily  and  official!;  k- 
quired,  anlesB  a  necessary  statement  of  a  fact  or  fiict«  carries  with  its 
Ktatement  of  opiuion  also.  Holding  this  view.  I  consider  my  dntyio 
this  partieul.ir  iiccomplished  when  1  have,  as  now,  directed  attention  to 
the  subject  of  the  present  width  of  water-way. 

Tbe  same  act  of  Congress  above  referred  to  provides  that  Gaptva 
Eads  shall  receive  certain  payments  on  tbe  presentment  of  certain  en 
dence  that  designated  depths  and  widths  of  channel  have  been  ttttained. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  law  it  plainly  becomes  my  duty,  as  I  Q» 
derstiiud  it^  to  certify  that  Captain  Rads  has  obtained  22  feet,  200  M 
in  width,  &c.,  as  soon  as  a  plotted  survey,  in  detail,  CArefiilly  and  Moca- 
rately  nixde  HUd  chartered,  shall  have  satisfled  me  that  the  prescribrd 
width  and  deptb  httve  been  attained. 

Dejtths  niid  niiltlis  that  have  Itefore  existed  in  tbe  channel,  or  that 
may  thereaf:er  exist,  are  not  pertinent  considerations,  then. 

The  law  seems  to  allow  no  alternative  bnt  to  give  the  certificate  vhea 
the  depth  and  width  bave  t>eeu  found.  Xo  inBtruoticn:*  that  I  have  re- 
ceived in  any  degree  modify  these  duties.  I  have  taken  special  carelo 
stitle  these  views,  on  account  of  certain  auimadveraJons  on  the  coodncl 
of  my  predecessor  and  of  myself  for  action  taken  in  a  similar  cae^ 
Agreeing  with  the  views  now  given. 

By  reference  to  Major  Comstock's  sixth  report,  it  will  be  seen  that 
five  spurs  were  built  between  November  28, 1870,  and  March  Iti,  li"i< 
and  that  several  othera  were  lengthened,  strengthened,  and  made  more 
impervious,  respectively;  thns  eleven  of  the  twenty-nine  hnve  beea 
couHtrncte<i  since  November  28,  and  all  on  sheet  No.  1  since  Aago't'i 
1876.  And  most  of  the  others  have  been  rendered  more  effective' 
When  moderately  high  water  came,  this  year,  the  scour  otherwise  to  b> 
expected  was  greatly  increased  by  these  constructions  and  a  conseqaent 
couceutration  of  the  water  flow,  and  about  the  middle  of  April,  as  veil 
as  can  be  ascertained,  a  depth  of  40  feet  was  obtained  in  one  place.  In 
this  vicinity  the  scour  speedily  became  remarkable,  and  the  clay  haviog 
been  penetrated,  and  sand  reached,  if  we  may  judge  from  tbe  greatei 
number  of  specimenn  taken  out  at  great  depths  in  tbe  vicinity  of  station 
50,  or  at  a  point  5,000  feet  t>elow  East  Point  Station,  tbe  scour  rapidly 
progressed  antil,  on  June  28,  87  feet  was  tbe  maximam  depth  in  this 
neighborhood.    This  suour  caused  a  temporary  deposit  below,  and  on 
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the  7tb  May  tbe  sreamer  Tentouia,  dratrin^  20  feet  6  iDches,  gronnded 
aliout  HtatioD  73,  where,  I  am  tuld,  the  pilubi  had  found  a  fair  m  ir;;iii 
of  wHtt^r  a  few  days  before,  and  where  I  fuuuJ  a  suffluient  depth  tu 
paRH  her  two  dayH  after  she  ntruck.  This  great  scour  ciiused  such  a 
disturbance  and  turmoil  in  the  waters,  and  vnlouities  so  great  and 
suddenly  ho  variable,  in  |mtwing  dowuward,  that  the  sudden  check  of 
tbe  lower  subsuifnce  cniTetits,  experienced  about  6,000  feet  from  East 
Point,  causetl  strong;  reverse  currents  neur  tbe  jetties,  espeuially  on  the 
west  Biile,  and  murkeitly  at  low  tide.  The  greatest  scour  o<»:urred  from 
4,500  to  5,600  feet  from  East  Point  Statioa.  But  from  the  light-house  to 
tbe  bar  a  considerable  scoar  was  experienced.  The  following  table 
gives,  approximately,  the  mean  increase  in  deptli  from  March  10  to 
July  24  for  each  diviaioo  of  500  or  1,000  feet  from  the  light-house  to  the 
Gulf,  wiihiu  tbe  Hpa<%  coven^d  by  uiy  soaodiugs,  and  also  tbe  amoaut 
of  material  scoured  away,  id  cubic  yards. 

Tbe  conSict  of  caireuts  near  tbe  jetties,  behind  the  wing-dams,  makes 
it  impracticable  to  run  the  launch,  in  sounding,  very  close  to  tbe  jetties. 
Frequent  groundings  on  the  jetties,  or  shoals,  and  hours  of  delay  are 
oft«n  caused  by  attempts  to  sound  along  the  inner  line  of  the  jetties. 

The  date  of  March  16  is  the  earliest  that  can  be  assigned  for  tbe 
beginning  of  any  active  scour,  and  it  did  not  attain  striking  proportions 
nntil  about  March  23  j  this  is  the  date  assumed  for  the  beginning,  and 
Jaly  7  ia  the  date  taken  for  the  second  snrvey. 

Compari«on8  far  aoour  between  JeUiet  and  above  them,  from  March  23  to 
July  7, 1877. 


Diatuiosfrom  0  Em(  Point,  Id  feet. 

■    -£ 

n 
ft 

< 

{St 

II 

"Sf 

5 

1.08 
0.966 
0.778 
1.33 
].64 
3.3877 
3.38 
at).  534 
4.013 
3.025 
3.0058 
3.324 

3.m 

1.346 

86,800 
2r,900 
S6.509 
43,5S3 
45,<>30 
61,866 
43,  814 
789.  8;i7 
118,  903 
78,426 
77,928 
92,333 
87,000 
27,418 

1,546,917 

A  soonr  so  great  in  107  days  mnat  have  added  consideraMy  to  the 
ratio  of  sedinteDt  to  water  flowing  through  the  pass  during  these  three 
months  and  more.  It  becomes  important  to  ascertain  how  great  this 
addition  was,  and  whether  or  not  tbe  increased  ratio  exceeds  the  ratio 
heretofore  found  in  tbe  river,  at  tbe  same  stage  of  high  river.  Fortunately 
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the  Bedimetit  obaervations  m»de  in  the  samt  period  eaable  n<i  to  solve 
one  branch  of  the  question,  not  with  extrome  accurncy,  cfirtuinly,  bal 
within  a  fair  approxiinatioo,  doubtless.  The  nature  of  saoh  determitis- 
tions  precludes  a  claim  of  rigid  exactness  for  the  results,  however  great 
may  be  the  labor,  time,  and  care  expended  on  field-work  or  in  it9  re^lac- 
tion.  The  first  question  naturally  arising  is  suf^^ested  by  the  fact  that, 
within  neariy  the  same  period,  about  250,000  cuhic  yards  of  material 
have  been  scoured  out  from  the  bottom,  at  the  head  of  the  passes.  On 
sheet  No,  6  are  given  a  number  of  cross-sections  throughout  Sooth  Paea, 
showing  the  profiles  of  the  sections  according  to  the  Coast  Survey, 
May,  1875,  and  my  own  survey  of  July,  1877,  These,  together  with 
vi'Otw-secLiuiis  at  Falconer's  base,  near  the  head  of  the  passes,  aud 
Corj'ii  base,  near  Soatb  Pass  light-house,  representing  the  profiles  At 
the  two  epochs  uamed,  and  aiRo  at  other  dates,  including  March  1, 
1877,  for  Falconer's  base,  and  March  19,  1877,  for  Cory's  Imse,  enabled 
ns  by  computing  the  amount  of  scour  in  three  mouths  at  Cory's  base, 
and  tbe  amount  of  fill  at  Falconer's  base  in  the  same  time,  to  calco- 
calate  approximately  the  excess  of  fill  above  Grand  Bayou  Station  orer 
the  scour  below  that  point  in  the  period  io  question. 
The  lengths  of  these  two  diviuioiis  of  the  pass  are  nearly  eqoat,  tin 
miles  each.  These  several  sections  confirm  the  resnlts  of  previous  des- 
ultory soundings,  and  show  that  since  tbe  jetties  were  constructed  then 
hatt,  in  general,  been  a  fill  above  Grand  BayoA  and  a  soour  belot. 
August  1,  1877,  1  ganged  Grand  BKyou  by  an  approximate  method, 
aud  ascertained  that  aboat  onefonrth  of  the  water  formerly  flunioe 
through  it  escapes  over  and  through  the  dam  across  it,  or  about  7  pei 
cent,  of  the  whole  discharge  of  South  Pass.  TLis  resnlt  is  to  me  una- 
pected.  The  water  on  Carrolltou  gauge  read  about  8.7  feet  on  Anga»t 
1.  1  do  not  know  how  much  the  leakage  has  increased  lately,  but  ationl 
four  months  ago,  when  I  last  tested  it,  the  current  was  much  weatn 
than  it  is  now. 

I  regret  that  a  desire  to  hasten  forward  the  results  of  the  survey, 
already  too  greatly  retarded  by  sickness  iu  my  party,  and  other  canse^ 
leads  me  to  forego  at  this  time  a  careful  study  of  all  thttse  croRR-seciions 
and  acalcnlatiun  of  the  respective  scour  aud  till  since  May,  1875;  butu 
Falconer's  section  is  so  situated  as  to  be  a  fair  example  of  the  till  above 
Grund  Bayou,  so  Cory's  section  is  fairly  plxced  to  exhibit  the  amount 
of  scour  below.  At  least  they  seem  well  placed  relatively  for  compari- 
son. ARSumlng  these  sections  as  fair  illustrations,  and  applying  the 
relative  fill  and  scour  at  each  respectively,  to  five  miles,  I  flud  that 
the  250,000  cubic  yards  scoured  out  from  near  the  head  of  the  passes 
are  accounted  for  by  aboat  the  same  excess  of  fill  above  Grand  Bsyou 
over  the  scour  betow.  Approximate  only  as  the  result  is,  we  may  there- 
fore discard  the  aconr  in  the  pass  above  the  South  Pass  light-house,  aii'l 
at  the  head  of  the  passett,  in  considering  the  ratio  of  the  amount  of 
sediment  to  amount  of  water  held  in  suspension  below  the  light-houxe. 
It  is  necessary  to  explain  here  that  the  present,  or  rather  the  late  hivh- 
river  stage  of  the  pass,  has  prevented  an  accurate  survey  of  the  ten 
miles  of  the  pass,  with  instruments,  from  the  shore,  except  by  a  very 
great  expemliture  of  time  aud  tabor.  Difftcalt  at  all  times,  iu  high 
water,  a  thorough  survey  of  South  Pass  by  the  best  methods  is  Itd- 
pnicticable.  Many  of  the  Ooant-Survey  landmarks  have  their  tops 
covered  with  water,  and  the  cane  must  be  cat  for  some  acres  in  order 
that  a  transit-observer  may  have  a  ftiir  sight  from  each  point  in  the 
rear  of  the  oane  and  water-line,  where  an  instrument  would  be  moder- 
ately stable.    Therefore  ranges  were  established,  and  soundiugs  were 
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carefally  taken  from  a  row-boat,  manDed  by  an  excelleDt  crew,  and 
BooDdings,  taken  at  eqnal  intervals  of  "time,"  were  recorded  by  an 
aaslBtant.  Tbe  velocity  of  ttie  water  was  uot  great.  An  luspecttoD  of 
the  results  as  sbowu  in  tbe  cross-Rections,  and  a  comparison  with  tboae 
of  the  Coast  Snrvey  voncbea  for  the  Hufdcient  accuracy  of  tbe  work  for 
all  purposes  for  wbich  it  is  needed.  However,  at  Corv'e  and  Falconer's 
bases,  wfaiuh  are  permanently  marked,  and  are  therefore  cleared,  the 
work  was  effected  by  the  aid  of  two  tranBit-observers. 

The  tableof  the  meaa  results  of  an  analysin  for  aediment  of  portions  of 
water  taken  from  South  Pass  is  given  here.  Specimens  were  taken  from 
tb«  thread  of  tbe  channel  nearly  opposite  Soutb  Pass  light-house,  some- 
tf  mt's  at  mid-depth,  nearly,  each  day,  and  sometimes,  amidst  a  press  of 
work,  less  frequently,  but  at  surface  mid-deptb  and  within  3  feet  of  the 
bottom.  A  nearer  approach  to  the  bottom  was  avoided  in  order  to  pre- 
vent any  stirring  from  the  presence  of  a  small  temporary  dam,  such  as 
tbe  trap  backet  would  become  were  it  to  approach  too  near  to  the  mnd. 
Tbe  trap-bncket  was  made,  for  the  purpose,  of  block  tin,  heavily 
weighted  with  a  ring  of  lead  at  the  bottom.  It  has  two  large  tight 
vnlves,  opening  npward,  and  is  let  down  "with  a  ruu"  to  the  required 
depth,  when  a  sodden  jerk,  with  afterward  a  steady  poll,  brings  its  con- 
tents to  the  surface.  Several  trials  in  water,  salt  at  a  certain  depth  but 
fresh  above,  show  that  its  specijnens  could  be  relied  on  as  coming  from 
the  desired  depth,  provided  due  care  was  nsed.  Observations  at  tbe 
surface,  and  at  IS  and  about  3U  feet  depth,  ou  the  27th,  2Hth,  29th,  and 
3Uth  of  April,  tbe  15th  and  29th  of  May,  and  the  6lh  and  16ih  of  June, 
give  a  relation  l)etweeu  tbe  mean  of  the  results  at  the  three  depths  des- 
ignated and  at  15  feet;  by  which  it  seems  that  tbe  mean  of  the  results  of 
the  three  depths  is  105+  per  cent,  of  tbe  mean  result  at  15  feet.  We 
fiud  then  that  a  mean  of  the  ratio  at  15  feet,  in  the  table,  multipled  by 
l.<t55-|-  inves  us  for  a  mean  ratio,  by  weight,  of  sediment  to  water,  for  the 
period,  0.00097937.  The  following  are  the  available  resnlts  for  the  dis- 
charge of  South  Pass  during  tbe  period  of  three  months  iu  qaestioa : 

Cabk  f«el  pat  Moond. 

At  Cory'«  b(we,  April  11 56352. 0 

Ar  PitlEoDer'8  bMD,  MajSI 64897.4 

At  Fftlcoiiert  base.  May  21 62303,5 

At  Faloouer'a  bue.  Ma;  23 66267.0 

Meaa =62203.0 

Each  of  tbe  three  results  at  Falconer's  has  been  diminished  by  the 
subtraction  of  7  [ler  cent,  for  leakage  over  and  through  Grand  Bayou 
dam.  Applying  the  above  given  ratio  to  this  number,  and  thence  asoer- 
tHiulng'the  amount  ol  sediment  by  weight  contained  in  the  water  dis- 
ciiarged  iu  107  days,  adding  11  per  cent,  of  this  for  sediment  transported 
within  from  1  to  5  feet  of  the  bottom,  m  excess  of  the  mean  amount  for 
a  uross  section,  although  this  is  probably  a  meagre  allowance  for  the  in- 
terval or  depth,  as  the  report  of  Generals  Humphreys  and  Abbott  give^ 
that  percentage  for  the  matter  actually  rolled  along  the  iHtttom,  and 
adding  4  per  cent,  more  for  the  error  in  the  ratio  that  results  from  con- 
sidering specimens  of  water  taken  from  depths  of  28  and  30  feet,  as 
though  they  were  taken  from  the  bottom,  3  to  5  feet  down,  doubtless  a 
small  enough  allowance,  and  we  finally  arrive  at  a  result  of  126dJ205. 
cubic  yards,  as  the  amount  of  sediment  passing  South  Pass  lighthouse 
in  the  107  days  from  March  26  to  July  10,  1877.  The  amount,  1546917. 
cubic  yards,  added  by  the  scour  below  the  light-house,  is  abont  12.2  per 


I  C  .oogic 


456  REPOBT   OF   THE   SECBETAEIT   OF   WAB. 

cent,  of  this,  and  it  makes  the  gross  amoant  of  sedimeDt  discharged  from 
the  eDd  of  the  jetties  11239122.  cabic  yards.  Id  the  report  of  Hnm- 
phreys  and  Abbott  on  the  Mississipiti  Rirer,  may  be  foaQ<l  the  ratio  of 
sediineut  to  water  aseerCainud  by  Lieateiiaiit  Marr  iu  1849,  daring  the 
nearly  correspoudine  raonths  of  April,  May,  Jaue,  and  part  of  July,  it 
is  ^veo  as  -^  or  .0016778.  During  these  three  months  of  1S49,  iaclnd- 
ing  Lientenaat  Marr's  observations,  the  mean  reading  on  the  (Jar- 
rollton  gauge  was  13.7  feet.  From  March  26,  1877,  to  Jaly  10. 1$TT, 
the  average  taken  from  the  table  here  given,  using  all  the  results  I  hare 
in  my  possession,  was  9.65  feet.  Doabtless,  duriug-the  most  rapid  scodt- 
ing,  the  ratio  of  sediment  torn  from  the  bottom  to  the  normal  amoDot 
transported  by  the  water  was  maoh  greater  than  the  mean  amonnt  I . 
have  deduced. 

2fo  accuracy  above  that  of  a  fair  approximation  isclaimed  for  these  re- 
BQlts.  The  table  is  as  reliable  as  such  a  table  can  be,  with  the  beat  attain- 
able care.  The  results  deduced  are  opened  to  the  inspection  and  verifio- 
tion  of  all  and  the  resulting  judgment.  The  specimens  of  water  tHkw 
were  allowed  to  stand  in  a  quart  jar  for  some  weeks.  Most  of  the  water 
was  carefully  siphoned  off,  and  measured ;  usually  about  1,000  grammea 
being  taken  in  each  jar  at  the  beginning,  and  a  small  residnnm,  veil 
shaken,  was  poured  into  from  two  to  four  thickoeases  of  the  beat  wbiU 
filter  paper,  of  French  manufacture.  The  papers  had  all  been  prcvioaslj 
weighed  to  within  one  or  two  milligrammes,  on  delicate  scales,  and  four 
more  than  were  used  at  once,  generally  about  24  in  all,  were  stored  avay 
clean,  in  one  package  with  the  dried  papers  of  the  proper  set  havine 
sediment  on  tbem,  until  alt  four  came  to  nearly  the  weight  fonnd  at 
first.  The  mean  difference,  one  centigramme  at  moat,  usually  wq 
much  lass,  was  applied  to  the  newly-ascertained  weight  of  each  of  tb« 
filters  having  sediment  within  it,  and  all  the  water  having  been  meu- 
nred  in  a  500-gramraes  gradnated  jar  of  glass,  and  its  quantity  reduced 
to  standard  temperature  and  hydrometrlcal  standard  (1,000)  the  ratio 
by  weight  was  ascertained.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  speoihc  gravitr 
of  the  transported  material,  two  teats  were  carefully  made,  and  all 
available  authorities  consulted,  and  1.89  was  finally  accepted  as  tie 
specific  gravity  of  the  average  kind  of  sediment.  The  large  proportiwi 
of  eand  stated  to  be  fonnd  in  many  of  the  samples  of  sediment  will  per- 
haps surprise  some.  I  should  remark  here  that  seltctiona  from  tbe 
sediment  wefe  submitted  to  microscopic  examination,  under  a  power  of 
200  (two  hundred)  diameters,  after  being  placed  on  a  glass  grating. 
graduated  to  hundreds  and  thousands  of  an  inch,  and  the  proportiooof 
sand  was  judged  of,  partly  by  the  result  of  the  inspection  directly,  aad 
partly  by  an  estimate,  afterward  using  my  judgment  as  I  examined  tbe 
sediment  It  is  readily  admitted  that  other  estimates,  difierlng  from 
mine  on  either  side,  might  be  quite  correct.  As  regards  what  is  tme 
siliceous  sand,  and  what  is  something  else,  the  microscopic  examinatioa 
is  conclusive,  bowever.  Uf  course  the  thermometer  and  hydrometer  were 
ased  and  tbe  consequent  reductions  were  made;  but  to  save  space, 
□on -essentials  to  tbe  purpose  in  hand  are  omitted  from  the  table.  The 
edges  and  the  corners  of  tbe  sand  are  rounded  somewhat  from  water. 
hut  not  so  much  as  sand  taken  from  tbe  bottom  of  the  river  near  Foiot 
a  la  Hficbe,  60  miles  up  the  river,  which  I  examined  a  few  months  since. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  an  almost  nnprecedentedly  sadden  rise 
occurred  in  tbe  Missouri  Biver  duriug  this  period,  and  that  the  Missoari 
has  remained  quite  high  for  a  considerable  time. 

Tbe  Missouri  is  one  of  the  greatest  contributors  of  sand  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi Btver. 
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DEPTHS  OP  WATBB  IN  THE  OHAIIinBL  AND  ON  THE  BAB. 

In  General  Comatock'e  report-,  he  gives  the  depths  which  conld  be 
carried  through  v&riODB  saccessive  eections  of  the  jettied  chfiBuel  aod 
over  the  bar  at  varioaB  epochs.  Adopting  hia  table,  I  have  added  to 
it  the  resaltB  of  instrumental  Hurveys  made  since  March  16 ;  luostof 
them  being  only  of  the  bar  and  its  immediate  viciuity. 

The  following  table  gives  the  depth  of  water,  in  feet,  that  conld  be 
carried  through  each  2,000  feet  below  East  Foiot  at  different  dates : 


Date. 

DUtaDOM  l>  fM(  tnta  But  Potut 

0-8,000. 

E,OM-tOI». 

4fiaM,<ioo. 

«,000-«.000. 

6,000-10,000. 

10,000-ia.ooo. 

9a.j 
S3.3 

as 

S1.1 

IB.  7 

m.3 

11.7 

11.0 

10. « 

at.  a 

0.7 

aia 

•.« 

?*Ji™fr7«- ::::::::::: 

April  siisn 

-^i 

«:* 

so,s 

jBij3,ign 

M.9 

M.0 

sis 

ii.i 

las 

EXPEBlUENXa  IN  DBEDQING  CHANNEL. 

Some  efforts  have  been  made  to  deepen  and  strnighten  the  chaoDel  by 
means  of  a  series  of  plows,  firmly  connected  into  a  system  by  a  strong 
framework,  and  dragged  through  the  jetty-channel  between  two  steam- 
ers and  under  a  barge.  This  device  has  been  used  but  little,  and  I  can- 
□ot  learn  that  much  has  been  accomplished  by  it,  and  some  of  the 
plows  were  lost.  More  persistent  endeavors  have  been  made  with  the 
pumping  machinery  on  the  jetty  company's  or  contractor's  steamer 
Piasa,  by  which  atmospheric  pressure  is  utilized  to  force  the  material 
of  the  bottom  op  through  tubing,  and  to  caase  it  to  discharge  itself 
through  a  pipe  to  a  scow  or  other  receptacle.  It  is  understood  that 
these  trials  are  looked  on  as  tentative  merely,  with  a  view  to  perfecting 
a  so-called  "  dredge -boat,"  now  just  building  at  Pittsburgh,  in  which  the 
same  principle  is  applied.  The  partial  vacuum  is  to  be  created,  I  un- 
derstand, by  the  direct  application  of  mechanical  pumping  power.  The 
boat  is  said  to  contain  very  powerful  machinery.  Some  attempts  have 
been  ma<le,  also,  to  disintegrate  the  mud  lump  about  1^000  feet  beyond 
the  end  of  the  west  jetty  by  explosions  of  powder,  placed  in  piles 
driven  down,  bat  hitherto  the  fuse  apparatus,  which  is  exploded  by 
friotional  electricity,  or  the  powder,  or  both,  are  said  to  be,  and  to  have 
been,  imperfect,  and  no  formidable  explosions  effecting  much  have  been 
tnude.  Bat  the  improvement  in  the  channel  through  the  bar,  which 
has  been  marked  within  ten  days,  will  doubtless  progress  yet  farther. 
The  river  is  falling  steadily  and  quite  fast.  In  the  sediment  table  given 
it  will  be  noticed  that  sand  bad  already  nearly  disappeared  from  the 
water  on  the  10th  of  July.  The  water  is  much  less  charged  with  sand 
DOW,  on  the  27tii  of  July,  than  it  was  on  the  former  date,  and  to-day  I 
found  water,  salt  and  fresh  mixed,  50  per  cent  each,  od  the  bottooi, 
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witbin  100  yards  of  tbe  present  end  of  the  jetties,  irith  a  tide  having 
nearly  no  rise  aud  fall,  faltiiifr,  and  no  distnrblng  winds. 

It  is  probable  that  the  aid  of  the  new  "dredpe-boat,"  if  it  is  moderatdy 
SDccesaful,  may  soon  enable  Mr.  Eada  to  gain  a  channel  22  feet  deep 
for  a  width  of  200  feet  throughout  tiie  jetties,  and  the  chailces  are  quite 
favorable  fur  the  attainment  of  sach  a  channel  in  the  early  stages  of 
low  river  by  the  help,  possibly,  of  only  an  ordinary  dredging- machine, 
and  later,  perhaps,  even  without  such  aid.  These  statements  are  made 
because  the  law,  act  approved  March  3, 1875,  requires  that  the  bonor- 
able  Secretary  of  War  shall  "embody  in  his  anaual  reiKirts  the  probable 
time  when  other  payments  will  become  due." 

On  the  Zlst  and  22d  of  May  the  Sontb  Pass  was  ganged  by  me,  and  . 
Southwest  Pass  and  Northeast  Pass  almost  simultaneously  by  Mr.  Ool- 
lins,  civil  engineer,  assistant  to  Captain  Howell.  The  same  methods  were 
used  by  each;  that  is,  ascertainmeutof  half  mean  depth  velocities.  Tbe 
results  were  baf>ed  on  many  determinations  of  the^e  velocities  iu  small 
divisions,  I  had,  ordinarily,  endeavored  to  get  tiie  velocities  of  con- 
secutire  threads  of  water,  separated  vertically  by  from  2  to  5  feet,  in 
many  small  divisions;  but  time  did  not  allow  of  this  method  in  tbe  case 
in  question,  and  Mr.  Collins  tlrst  observed  in  Southwest  Pass,  wbilel 
occupied  litouth  Pass  with  more  floats,  relatively  to  width.  Two  sets  of 
current  measurements  were  taken  by  me  iu  South  Pass,  while  Mr.  Col- 
lins took  two  seta  in  Southwest  Pass,  and  one  in  Northeast  Pass,  on  tbe 
2l4t  of  May.  The  next  day  I  took  one  set  iu  South  Pass,  and  Mr.  Cd- 
lins  took  two  sets  in  Northeast  Pass,  and  one  in  Southwest  Pass. 

The  weather  was  favorable,  with  little  wind,  the  water  smooth,  and 
as  the  moon  was  successively  on  both  sides  of  tbe  eqnator,  there  was 
little  tide,  and  almost  no  rise  and  fall  due  to  the  tides  or  winds.  Tbe 
following  results  are  of  great  interest  for  comparisou.  They  are  prob- 
ably about  as  close  to  the  true  relative  discharge  as  is  practicable.  ThA 
ratio  the  respective  discharges  bear  to  each  other,  aud  to  the  sum  of 
all,  was  the  primary  object  in  making  tbe  measuremeuts. 
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These  results  exhibit  the  fact  that  the  South  Pass  then  discharged 
abont  25.06  per  cent,  of  the  water  Southwest  Pass  discharged;  about 
23.67  per  cent,  of  what  Northeast  Pass  discharged,  and  about  10.85  |>er 
cent,  of  tbe  whole  discharge  of  the  river  separating  into  three  t>odie8 
below  Cubitt's  Gap.  This  takes  into  account  the  amount  of  wat«r  leak- 
ing through  Grand  Bayou  dam,  which  was  about  7  per  cent,  of  the  grosn 
discharge  (data  given  by  tbe  Coast  Survey  in  1875)  of  South  Pass  on 
August  1,  1877. 

When  authorized  additional  assistance  is  procured  it  is  hoped  that  I 
shall  be  able  to  gauge  South  Pass,  and  perhaps  all,  with  a  desirable  ftv- 
quency.    As  the  space  just  beyond  the  ends  of  tbe  jetties  has  been 
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ice  coverwl  in  this  survey  by  souDdinps  taken  aboot  Jane  21  and 
i.v  38,  respective  I  J,  au  opportunity  is  offered  to  gain  an  idea  of  the 
«;;*■»  ofleu  fouud  of  late  after  an  ioterval  of  some  days  near  tiie  ends 
tbe  Jetties. 

THB  BAB  AND  GULF  BEYOHS  THE  END  OF  THE  JETTIES. 

jOn  sfaeet  No.  4  will  be  found  tbe  results  of  a  survey,  on  June  20  to 
ne  22, 1877,  of  a  mile  or  more  beyoud  the  ends  of  the  jetties,  and  for  a 
Rf>iderable  space  on  either  side.  A  comparison  of  this  chart  with  that 
the  survey  of  June  20  to  24, 1876,  revenls  the  following  regarding 
uions  onrves  of  equal  depth  :  Averaging,  the  20-feet  curve  has  receded 
WDt  200  feet,  the  30-feet  curve  about  300  feet;  the  40  feet  curve  has 
maiued  nearly  statton»ry,  on  tbe  whole.  The  50  and  60  feet  carves 
vv  receded  vpry  slightly,  and  the  TOfeet  line  has  advanced  a  little, 
id  the  80  and  90  feet  curves  considerably  to  the  eastward ;  otherwise 
ere  is  no  change  in  tbe  latter  two.  The  100-feet  curve,  on  the  whole, 
iH  received  no  notnble  translation  within  the  charted  limits.  It  must 
'  Doted  with  regard  to  the  recession  of  the  20-feet  and  30  feet  curves 
At  the  present  end  of  the  east  Jetty  is  330  feet  north  of  what  I  have 
<r»ys  called  the  old  end  of  the  east  jetty,  and  the  present  end  of  the 
'»t  Jetty  is  263  I'eet  northerly  of  the  point  formerly  considered  to  be 
e  enil  of  tlie  west  Jetty;  tlie  new  end  is  the  junction  of  the  sontherly 
le  of  wing-dam  "a"  and  west  jetty.  In  the  east  Jetty  the  foundatioD- 
•r  formerly  extended  240  feel  beyond  the  present  end,  the  second  tier 
0  feet,  and  the  third  tier  130  feet,  and  several  more  tiers  130  feet, 
le  earlier  tiers  beyond  the  present  ends  soon  disappeared  id  the 
■trom. 

On  the  west  jetty  the  fonndatiou-tier  formerly  extended  243  feet  be> 
md  the  present  end,  the  second  tier  193  feet,  and  tbe  third  tier,  fourth, 
d  fifth,  83  feet  beyond. 

Altogether,  about  130,000  cubic  feet  of  mattresses  have  been  laid  be- 
nd the  present  end  of  the  east  jetty,  and  about  34,000  beyond  tbe 
I'sent  end  of  the  west  jetty.  The  piles  formerly  extended  330  feet 
yoiid  on  the  east  jetty,  and  610  feet  farther  on  tlie  west  Jetty. 
The  last  mattress  laid  beyond  the  present  end  of  the  west  jetty  was 
iikeo  in  May,  1876;  beyond  the  present  end  of  Ihe  east  jetty  about 
ay  25,  1S7C.  Since  then,  nearly  all  the  material  dinposed  beyond  what 
!  now  considered  the  ends  of  the  jetties  has  disappeared  from  our 
ich,  HO  far  as  my  surveys  have  shown,  except  that  fur  100  feet  beyond 
^  end  of  the  east  jetty  a  mattreaa  may  be  felt,  and  at  that  distance 
Di  tbe  end  17  feet  of  water  is  found  on  it,  and  the  depth  suddenly  in- 
asea  to  25  feet.  It  is  not  known  exactly  how  much  of  this  material 
n  above  the  bottom  of  the  Gulf  on  June'  20, 1876. 
Tune  22,  187S,  the  river  surface  at  New  Orleans  reail  about  11.3  feet 
tlie  Carrollton  gauge.  June  20,  1877,  the  reading  was  10.80  feet, 
e  »iul>ject  of  All  and  scour  beyond  the  ends  of  the  jetties  has  occupied 
mm;b  attention  that  I  have  carefully  compared  the  results  of  tbe 
-vey  of  Jane,  1876,  with  that  of  June',  1877,  and  for  the  purimse  I  have 
iUotI  the  whole  area,  comparable  by  means  of  the  two  charts,  into 
;iity-ODe  divisions,  so  cliosen  that  the  soundings  sball  be,  as  nearly 
may  be,  unirormly  distributed  over  each  division.  The  data  are 
lutely  given,  so  that  ajiidgmeut  may  be  formed  of  the  degree  of  ap- 
<ximation  to  accuracy  attained  in  each  case.  la  some  oi  the  extreme 
i»ious  the  souudings  are  necessarily  few  in  each  ;  but  they  will  be 
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found  to  be  08  fairly  aod  aoiformly  diBtribated  as  ia  practicable  in  ntti 
every  case,  I  think. 

It  wag  of  courBe  deBirable  that  the  same  eubdirisions  ahonld  be  d9 
for  both  years.  A  table  embodying  the  resultH  of  thia  coa]pariM>n 
gireo,  and  the  chart  on  sheet  No.  4  ehows  the  limits  of  the  suUlivisioi 
and  the  deptlis  foaud  tbroaghout  each.  A  comparison  of  thesnccetui 
charts  of  surveys  made  io  this  space  during  two  years  had  preparnl  r 
to  find  that  little  change  had  occurred  in  the  last  year,  and  in  fact  I 
last  two  years,  and  tbe  result  couflrmR  this  opinion  for  the  year  pal 
The  space  under  consideration  has  a  depth  in  the  direction  of  thejrll 
lines  of  one  mile,  and  its  larger  base  nearly  at  right  angles  to  tbe'jtVi 
lines  is  9,903  feet  in  length.  Its  smaller  base,  nearly  pamllel  to  tol 
larger,  is  3,556  feet  in  length.  Tliis  area  contains  about  1,245  sqn 
miles,  and  in  1876  the  average  depth  uf  water  was  60.79  feet  nearlv; 
J  87  7  60.38  feet. 

Taking  the  21  divisions  into  consideration,  there  is  an  czcewof  f 
over  SGoar  of  522,597  cnbic  yards,  equal  to  a  deposit  over  the  wholeu 
of  0.40G43  foot,  equal  to  4.37+  ioches.  Taking  into  acconnt  all  tl 
divisions  except  1,  7, 13,  and  21,  ve  find  that  the  scour  in  the  .TParvj 
1,146,976  cnbic  yards,  equivalent  to  a  soonrof  1.3109  feet,  or  1  foot3.il 
inches  over  this  latter  area.  Considering  only  tbe  11  sabdivisious  I 
the  fan-shaped  area  immediately  in  front  of  tbe  jetty,  tbat  is,  igiioiii 
divi.4ions  Nos.  1,  2,  6,  7,  8, 12, 13,  14,  20,  and  21,  the  scour  in  theta 
was  383,140  cnbic  yards,  equivalent  to  a  scour  of  0.6218  foot,  or  T.t- 
inches  over  the  restricted  area. 

The  fau-sbaped  areas  are  of  coarse  those  of  the  most  pressing  inlera 
when  investigating  the  influences  of  changes  on  the  imujediaie  fun 
of  commerce.  Within  the  space  subdivided  soundings  are  reliable  ■!» 
a  proper  day  is  chosen.  But  beyond  a  depth  of  130  or  140  feet  tbe  j 
fluence  of  cross-currents  on  the  results  obtained  is  most  freqaentlyd 
siderable  as  well  as  indeterminate.  ' 

At  about  the  same  depths  the  bottom  becomes  abraptiy  variablfl 
character,  suddenly,  from  sounding  to  sounding,  and  iu  places  so  m 
that  a  twenty -pound  lead  often  sinks  many  feet  into  tbe  bottom.  Il 
not  practicable,  therefore,  to  extend  a  detailed  comparison  much  rarlb 
than  I  have  extended  the  present  examination.  Too  Late  to  cbangv  d 
chart,  it  was  discovered  tbat  divisions  16  and  16  and  18  and  19  aren 
proiierly  divided  on  it.  The  sum  of  the  two  divisions,  IG  and  16  and: 
and  19,  respectively,  are  correct,  but  no  one  of  the  four  is  quite  com 
in  itself.  In  the  computation  the  triangnlar  division  15  has  for  tbe  ti 
sides  formiug  a  right  angle  lengths  of  394  feet  and  1,000  feet. 

Tbe  corresponding  sides  of  division  19  are  392  feet  and  1,000  bi 
The  nearly  trapezoidal  figure  16  has  for  its  easterly  and  southerly  bonii 
ary  1,000  feet  and  296  feet,  respectively,  while  the  correspondiuK  si'l 
of  division  18  are  1,000  feet  and  292  feet,  respectively.  I  remark  hM 
relative  to  the  end  of  the  east  jetty — which,  nn  til  lately,  had  beengrad 
ally  but  steadily  sinking  into  the  soft  bottom  beneath  it,  having  bi 
heavy  weights  of  stone,  partly  movable,  ]jUced  on  it  since  the  lasti 
port — its  upper  surface  became  very  soou  jieroeptibly  depressed  b;  p 
dent  compression  of  tbe  mattresses.  At  that  time  a  line  of  ie^^ 
graphically  shown  on  sheet  No.  3,  was  taken  over  the  outer  end  of  H 
east  jetty.  Since  then  1  have  had  no  convenient  opportunity  to  rrp* 
this  leveling;  but  tbe  eye  atone,  unless  greatly  deceive<l,  shows  tb 
the  former  rapid  rate  of  sinking  has  intermitted  at  least,  and  itaws-'' 
tion  may  be  permanent  under  the  present  cooditioD  of  the  bottom  ai 
surroundings  of  the  ends. 
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Frnm  Mnrch  16  to  Jnly  24,  1877,  ahoat  810,000  cabio  feet  of  mnt- 
w^ra  bare  been  constrnctetl  and  placed  in  poaition,  and  aboat  1,600 
rds  of  loose  willows  hare  been  used  at  South  Pass.  At  tUe  head  of 
t  |>aa8eR,  in  the  eaiue  interval,  aboat  845,000  cubic  feet  of  mattresses 
ve  been  plHced.  In  the  same  period  about  18,000  cnbic  yards  of  stone 
re  been  ased  at  Bonth  Pass,  and  abonc  4  000  cubic  yards  at  the  head 
Ihe  passes.  These  nnmbers  are  approximations.  At  present  about 
D  employes,  all  told,  are  engaged  in  the  work.  For  a  large  portion 
the  last  four  months  from  25U  to  300  hare  been  engaged  on  the  worlc, 
d  for  short  periods  a  considerably  greater  nnmber. 
For  their  intelligent  and  efflcieat  co-operation  in  gathering  the  data 
'  tbis  report,  and  for  induatrions  application  extending  often  to  nigbt- 
■rk,  after  a  long  day's  work  in  the  field  under  the  severe  midsummer's 
n  of  this  climate,  1  am  under  obligations  to  my  two  assistants,  Messrs. 
Donovan  and  U.  D.  Parmely. 

[  Knbjnin  here  copies  of  statements  forwarded  to  the  following  papers 
New  Orleans,  June  29  and  Jnly  28.  in  pursuance  of  instructions  iVom 
B  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  that  information  of  an  exact  charac- 
r  HB  to  important  facts  regarding  the  depth  of  channel,  and  so  forth, 
all  be  published  promptly  after  its  ascertainment.  Statement  of 
Tie  29  was  forwarded  to  Xew  Orleans  Times,  Picdynne,  Bepablioan, 
d  Democrat.  Statement  of  July  28  was  forwarded  to  the  same  papers, 
d  also  to  the  New  Orleans  Price-Current. 

VNrrED  Btatrs  Emoinkbr  Ofpicb, 
PoBT  Eads,  South  Pass.  La., 
June  29,  lgT7. 
hi  the  3eth  day  of  Jnna,  1877,  tbeie  iru  m  praotioable  bat  dmtow  ohannal  60  feet 
■iillh  BDd  of  18  fe«t  depth  U  avenge  flood-tide  Ibrongh  the  bar  at  Sootb  Pa«a. 
biKli  water  of  ttie  day  liH  feet  waa  ^nnd.    At  low  waMr  of  the  day  17.3  feet. 
U  iba  date  of  my  laat  enrve;  at  the  head  of  paaaes,  Jooe  15,  83  feet  at  average 
■d-tldg  waa  found  to  be  tlie  .leMt  depth  thcoagb  the  chanoel  at  the  head  of  Sonth 

U  the  preeent  stage  ol  the  liver  tbls  depth  is  tnoieaaed  at  the  high  water  of  a  mod- 

/ta  tide  to  34i  feet. 

hi  the  30th  day  of  Jane  another  eorv«y  of  the  bar  at  Boatb  Pass  revealed  the  same 

lib  Id  theohanDelaa  waafoaudoti  tbe88lb. 

>n  Sonth  Paaa  Bar,  for  a  vessel  drawing  30  feet,  tbe  Intemptiou  to  navigation  is 

iDl  200  feel  in  leniftb. 

Ibove  the  Sonth  Pan  bar,  between  the  Jettiee,  nearly  thronghont  their  whole  length, 

"y  great  sconr  has  been  progressing  fur  two  montha  or  more.    More  than  SO  feet 

waMr  has  been  foand  at  a  late  date  in  one  plaoe. 

certil^  that  tbe  alxive  is  a  coireot  statement  of  the  resnlt  of  my  lateat  partial 
veys. 

M,  B.  BROWN, 
Capleirt  E»siinart,  V.  S.  A. 
Wcial.    Fnmisliod  by  order  of  tbe  bonorahle  Secretary  of  War. 

UNrrED  States  Emoinkkr  Offick, 
Port  Eadh,  South  Pass,  La., 
July  38,  IB77. 
In  the  9f)th  day  of  Jaly  there  waa  a  W-foot  channel  at  average  fiood-tide  throash 

bar  at  South  Pass,  and  entirely  throngh  the  pass,  and  between  the  Jettiea,  Its 
W  width  was  145  feet.  A  very  narrow  channel  of  20.6  feet  conid  be  traced  rhrongh. 
!  iiitermption  to  navigation  for  a  vessel  drawing  %%  feet  was  145  feet  in  length. 
th  the  exception  of  one  small  lump,  tbe  22-fo«t  cbannel  waa  300  feet  wide  natil  a 
Dt  vu  reached  1,2T0  feet  from  tbe  present  end  of  tbe  east  jetty.  Until  a  position 
eacbed  170  feet  northerly  from  the  end  of  the  east  Jetty,  the  least  width  of  the  tU- 
t  cnsnnel  waa  130  feet. 

<vrtiry  that  the  above  was  a  correct  BtatemeDt  token  from  the  reanlts  of  my  lateat 

M.  E.  BROWN, 
Caplaia  B^ainten,  O.  8.  A. 
IfBcial.    Fomiehed  by  order  of  the  honorable  Seoretary  of  War. 
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The  following  table  gives  a  comparison  of  the  qaantities  of  walet 
21  subdivisions  of  an  area  contaiDioff  about  1|  square  miles,  immedlat 
seaward  of  the  eods  of  Bonth  Pass  jetties,  baited  ou  the  charts  of  i 
veys  made,  respectively,  about  Juue  20,  1876,  aud  Jaoe  22,  1877, 
Capt.  RI,  B.  Brown,  Corps  of  Eu^neers,  U.  S.  A. ; 
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s,sn,:ieo 
B,eo>i,wa 

si  A4S]  »10 
3,403,171) 

>li 

ue.cw 
i,w»,:n8 

4.HV5S 

WOW 

10.TJT.8B3 
1,  IS3,SI4 

isss;™ 

a;  364,  016 
3,Ba7,l!-M 
««74.SW 
J;jB:t,096 
«li,B5U 

133,  »06 
9H589 

l.*SS.TBJ 

^ 

21.S54 

11 

■■is.™ 

"S3B,'4m' 

'iJT.'siT 

« 

SI 

Toul. 

3i,m,ny 

10K,1£I7 

IIOT.SW 

78.1«3,4« 

77,M0.«» 

i.(m,Mi 

l.5«l.MS 

•&qiunDill«*.l.S433. 

Mjn'w!  Sil~— *'■'"  •***  ""^  '"'*'' '"  '*"■ 

TT,»IO,Ba3  Tud«_M.38  fMt  mswi  depth  ftr  IBTI. 
34,7IT,W3  [Ht    '     .'w  rset  mun  SU  OTW  wbols  tn>. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

M.  R.  BROWN, 
Captain  Engineen,  U.  8.  A 
Hon.  Geobqb  W.  MoCeart. 

Secretary  of  War,  WaahingUm,  D.  0. 


Pass  Christum,  kkar  Nkw  ORLiAira,  La., 

Srplrmba-  SU,  l^ 
But :  I  har«  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  Tcceipt  of  yonr  eommDDieat ion  or 
Stb  Inataut,  incloiiiiK  a  copy  oi  tlia  regalations  MMblisbod  for  the  navigmtiun  of 
South  Pam  of  the  MiBsissippi  Rirer. 

Id  compliance  with  the  inatruoliona  conveyed  therein,  I  hare  had  printed  cirqI 
containing  these  regnlatians,  have  arranged  fur  Iha  posting  of  them  in  thoae  placn 
New  Urleans  moat  aooeaailile,  in  the  oourse  of  regnlar  buaineae,  to  thoae  to  whom 
knowledge  of  the  details  is  important. 

kt  the  law  appean  to  provide  for  pnntahment  to  offenders  only  when  the  offe 
entails  deplorable  coosequeooeB,  I  have  thought  it  beat  not  to  pobliah  a  oopf  uf 
law  of  June  1,  ltJT4,  but  tii  ruly  on  the  general  respect  fur  a  law  of  Oongrem,  aud 
the  knoR  ledge  of  the  law  heretofore  in  the  poaaession  of  pilots,  &o.,  and  on  thiti  wta 
may  be  traii8mitl«d  verbally,  eapeoislly  as  1  intend  employing  a  boarding-oSlotT  of 
— ' tt  of  tbe  telegraph  company  vo  poit  a  copy  of  the  Tegulatwo*  in  each  ««■ 
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SOUTH  PASa   OF  THE   HlSSISaiPPI  BITEB.  ibo 

Tbe  faat  that  tbe  l»w  ln*kiDK  «  coutraot  betireen  tbe  United  States  and  Jamea  B. 
Ba(]8  piovMea  that  Mr.  Eadt  afaall  throw  no  impedimenta  in  the  way  of  the  free  navi- 
gation of  the  Sontb  Pusa,  may  make  difflonlt  tbe  enforcement  of  tbe  regulations  throntch 
tbe  aanrta(I  rely  on  memory  ••  to  tbeoootraet,  baring  bo  copy  of  ue  law  referred  to 
witb  iDfl). 

Very  respaotfnlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 


Ciyildia  Stigiiietn,  U.  S.  A. 


BuU*  ngitlati»g  the  »aeigati»n  of  Qit  B6ut\  Pmi  (/  Out  Viuitripin  Bxetr. 
(CUtCDUB.) 

Kkw  Orucaks,  La.,  Stpimim  17, 1877. 
In  obedience  tn  Fba  iDstmotloDS  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  the  following 
ntflQlBtloDB  foi  the  Davigatioti  of  the  South  Piua  of  tbe  MiBBlssippi  Rivei  are  herebj 
ancDDnoed  bb  in  force  from  this  date.    OwDera,  a);elit«.  and  masterB  oE  veeBels,  pilots, 

and  all  otbera  oonoemed  will  aovern  themselvea  accordinfjly.    Inasmach  ai '~ 

lodof  tl  ■  


tereaCaof  all  tfaeae  pariiea,  and  of  the  oommoalty  in  Keneriil,  will  beounserved  by  the 
strict  obeoTTBiica  of  tbeie  rules,  the  active  co-operatiou  for  their  eaforoemeat  of  all 
hafing  tbe  pniper  aatbority  is  expeot«d,  and  is  enrnestly  requested. 

H,  H.  BBOWff, 
Cap\o,\K  Engijittrt,  V.  S.  A., 
CniUd  SUilft  IntpetsUns  Snginetr  for  South  Past. 

WiR  DeputtkeiO',  Wa»lii*gto»  Cits,  Sepieniber  1, 1877. 
Under  tbe  authority  conferred  npon  tbe  Secretary  of  War  by  tbe  act  of  Congreaa  ap- 

F roved  Jddb  1, 1874,  tbe  followlDg  regnlatioDi  relating  to  tbe  nsvigatloD  of  the  Soath 
asaof  tbe  MlBaisaippl  Biverare licrebv  establlabed: 

1.  Steam-vewelB  naviuating  tbe  Sooth  Pass  are  required  to  redaee  tbetr  speed  ti 
"  a  perhonr,  bel  '   - "      '^--'-  '  -   -  •      ■         ■■     ■■     ■'■ 


:ceediiig  lii  niilSB  perhonr,  tielween  a  point  five  bnodred  yards  above  the  Sonth  Pass 

'  '  boaee  and  the  headqnarteTB  baildirg ;  aod  a  similar  redaction  sball  be  made  in 

parti  of  the  pam  witten  paaaing  the  boata,  iMirKea,  floating  mattreseee,  Ac.,  that 


liRbt-boaee  and  the  headqnarteTB  baiidirg ;  and  a  similar  redaction  shall  be  madi 
other  parti  of  the  pam  witten  passing  the  boata,  iMirgea,  floating  mattreseee,  Ac.,  1 
are  being  osed  in  the  conatruction  of  thu  jetties  or  the  improvement  of  theobanDei. 

Tbe  South  Pass  is  considered  aa  embracing  the  entire  extent  of  channel  between  tbe 
upper  endi  of  the  worlia  at  the  hpad  of  ttie  paaB  and  the  onter  or  seu  end  of  tbe  jetties 
at  the  eutranoe  from  thaQnlfof  Mexioo. 

Tbe  point  referred  to  at  Bve  hundred  yard*  above  the  light-hooaa,  between  whioh 
ftnd  the^eadqnartera  building  veaseli  are  required  torednce  their  speed,  is  marked  by 
a  post,  painted  while,  on  the  western  bank  of  the  pass. 

•i.  A.11  veasela  anchoring  in  the  pass  (tow-boats  1^-ithoat  tows  excepted),  sball  talte 
pinition  not  len  than  tive  hnndred  yards  above  the  light-house  and  belon'  tlie  island  at 
the  head  of  the  pass;  and  vessels  so  anchoring  shaU  pat  out  snob  extra  moorings  as 
may  be  neonaeary  U>  prevent  their  l>elng  blown  athwart  the  channel  and  thus  endan- 
gering tbe  navigation  of  the  pass,  whenever  required  to  do  so  by  the  United  Btates 
iiispecting  oEBcer  of  tbe  works  for  the  improvement  of  the  pasa. 

3.  The  attention  of  sbipmastera  and  pilots  is  called  to  the  possible  danger  to  vewels 
attempting  to  pais  each  other  at  ornear  the  aea-entranoe  l>etween  the  jett  es  nnttl  the 
channel  shall  have  beoome  wider  and  more  permament  than  at  present.  Observance 
*f  this  eantion  will  avoid  the  risk  of  grounding,  to  wbioh  one  or  both  vessels  might 
otherwiaa  be  liable. 

OEOBQE  W.  HcCBABT, 

Stcrelarg  of  War. 


I  iacloee  a  ebart  of  a  partial  enrrey  made  on  September  31,  Jnst  after  tbe  violent 
eoDinoctial  gale  bad  abated  and  little  remained  of  tbe  storm  bnt  an  overoa»r<  sky. 

The  wind  blew  at  tbe  rate  of  alrant  57  miles  pet  hoar  at  one  time.  Tbe  damage  to 
the  jetties  was  abont  $1,500  worth. 

Tery  respectfnlly,  yonc  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  BBOWN, 
Copfala  of  Enginoer;  V.  3.  A. 


ogle 
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United  Statu  GxatXEiK  Omcc 
Fart  Eai*,  SoMk  Pott,  La.,  Oetoitr  1,  ISn. 
Sir:  I  bave  the  bonnr  to  traoanit  berewitha  cop;of  atatoment  ukeo.froni  tbere- 
anlta  of  my  lateHt  anrvey  of  tbo  creit  of  tho  b»r  at  Snnth  Pbm  and  it«  immvdiate  vlein- 
itji  alao,  of  tbe  bead  of  Soatb  Paaa.    The  iantn  is  alto  furaubed  tbo  dailj  pap«» 
mentioned  tb^reiD,  aad  also  to  James  B.  Eadt,  acoordint;  to  your  order. 
Inclosed,  also,  is  a  obart  of  tbe  surrey  at  tbe  eud  of  Jettiea. 
Terr  respectfully,  yoor  obedient  servaQt, 

.M.  E.  BROWK. 
Coplate  e/£ntineen,  U.  S.  A. 
The  Hon.  Sbcrktaby  of  Wab, 

IpMUltf  IM,  D.  C. 

UsmtD  Statu  EiromxR  Offick, 
Fort  Ea4*,  Saulk  Post,  l^,  StpUm^er  39,  1877. 
TIsie*,  BtptMietm,  Dtmoerttl,  Pictifmn*,  Demoorat,  Nev  Orleaai,  Lm.:* 

On  the  'iiSth  day  of  Bepteinber  tbere  was  a  90-foot  obsnnel  at  avflTafcn  flood-tids 
tbmugfa  tbe  bar  at  Soatb  Pass  and  tbrouKbout  tbe  pass  and  between  tbe  jettiea.  IM 
least  width  was  330  feet.  A  practioable  ebannel  of  M.7  feet  was  fonnd.  Thn  inter- 
ruption to  DavlsatioD  for  a  vessel  drawing  32  feet  was  86  feet  id  len^h.  WhereTer 
found,  that  is  with  tbe  exeeptiou  nf  the  intetraptioo  above  noted,  tbe  ai-foot  channel 
wan  at  least  110  feet  wide. 

The  space  lacking  a  32-foot  channel  of  tbe  foil  width  of  300  feet  was  abont  1,300 
feet  in  lenxtb. 

At  low  tide  of  September  38  tbeae  depths  were  lessened  1.5  feet,  and  at  blfth-tide, 
0.7  foot. 

Oil  September  35  a  wide  ebaonel  of  33.3  fbet  deep  tn  its  shalluwest  place  was  fonnd 
at  the  head  of  the  pass. 

I  oertiiy  that  Uie  above  is  a  eorreet  statement  taken  from  tbe  naalte  of  my  l»te«t 
•nrrey. 

If.  R.  BSOWN, 
Captain  o/Engkutn,  U.  3.  A. 

OfBdal.    Famished  by  order  of  the  bonorabls  Seoretary  of  War. 


aalleof  my  laCeM  survey  of  the  crest  of  tbe  bar  at  Sonth  Pas«,aoil  Its  immeiliiF 
ity ;  also,  of  tbe  bead  of  Sooth  Paw.    The  same  is  also  fnTnished  to  the  daily  paper* 
mentioned  thereio,  aud  alto  to  James  B.  Eads.  acoordlng  to  yoar  orders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  SHOWN, 

(k^tain  a/  ffa^iteer*. 
Hon.  GitOBOK  W.  UcCrary, 
8ttrttar$  ^  War. 

i 

ONrTBD  Statm  EiraisBKk  Opiticb,    . ' 

Port  Eads,  Soirrti  Pam,  La.,  "Saeather  1,  lS77. 
Hem  Orboa*  Ustsa,  BcjtaUieait,  PImjtbm,  Dtmocrat,  and  Friet-Cmrr«nt : 

On  the  Slat  day  of  October  there  was  a  90-fbot  ohanoel  at  average  flood-tide  thrond| 
the  bar  at  SoDth  Passand  thronghont  thepMsand  between  tbo  jettiee.  Its  least  widw 
was  IjlO  fiiet.  A  practicable  channel  of  31  feet  was  found.  The  Intermption  to  navi^j 
gfttiflu  for  a  vessel  drawing  23  feet  waa  4;tO  feet  In  length. 

WherereT  fonnd,  that  is  with  the  ezceptioo  of  tbe  interrapttoo  above  noted,  thM 

S3-foot  channel  was  at  least  ISO  feet  wide.  I 

Tbe  space  laokiag  a  23-faot  channel  of  the  fnll  wtdlb  of  300  feat  ii  abont  850  feet  il 

At  low  tide  of  Ooktber  31  these  depths  were  lessened  0.8  foot,  and  at  bigb  tide  OJ 

foot.  ,  ^ 

On  October  21  a  wide  channel  of  33.5  bet  waa  fonnd  at  the  head  of  Sontb  Pass. 

1  certify  that  the  above  Is  a  correct  statement  taken  from  the  lesalts  of  my  lateM 

U.  B.  BROWN, 

Copldia  q/  £iif  Iii«er*. 
OCBcial.  Fnmiahed  by  order  of  the  Hon.  Secretory  of  War. 
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REPORTS 
coHCUutmo 

THE  LEAVENWORTH  MILITARY  PRISON. 


UinTBD  States  MiLiTABt  Peison, 
Fort  LeaventBorth,  Karu.,  July  20, 1877. 

SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  reports  of  the  quartermaster, 
medical  officer,  and  chaplain  connected  witli  this  prison,  for  the  year 
ending  Jane  30, 1877. 

I  also  inoloAe  tabolar  statement  of  priBoners  received,  traoBferred, 
&c.,  and  labor  performed  darinf^  the  same  period. 

Inferring  to  the  medical  ofQcer's  report,  great  credit  is  doe  that*o£&> 
cer  for  the  close  attention  and  marked  skill  with  which  he  has  performed 
bis  doties :  especially  is  this  so  when  it  is  known  how  embarrassed  he 
has  been  for  want  of  anitable  hoapital-room.  It  is  expected  that  the 
new  hospital  will  be  ready  for  occopancy  on  Aagnst  1, 1877. 

Id  regard  to  the  report  of  the  chaplain,  that  officer  has  evinced  mnch 
zeal  in  his  vocation,  bnt,  like  the  medical  officer,  he  has  been  very  mncb 
embarrassed  for  the  want  of  anitable  room  wherein  to  impart  religions  and 
secular  instmction.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  during  the  ensoing  year 
this  embarraBsment  may  be  overcome. 

On  March  1,  1877, 1  assamed  the  dnties  of  governor  of  this  prison,  per 
Special  Orders  No.  43,  AdjntantOeneral's  Office,  Febmary  26, 1877,  my 
predecessor,  Major  J.  M.  Bobertaon,  Third  Artillery,  being  relieved  by  the 
same  order.  From  that  time  to  June  30, 1  have  seldom  bad  to  resort  to 
severe  pnnisbment  as  a  means  of  discipline,  such  as confinementin dark 
cell.  Two  escapes  occnrred  daring  that  period,  bnt  one  was  recaptared, 
making  a  loaa  of  one.     (See  inclosed  tabnlar  statement.) 

I  beg  leave  to  state  that  in  all  my  administration  of  affairs  as  gov- 
ernor I  have  had  the  substantial  aid  and  enoooragement  of  the  depart- 
ment commander  in  aflfordiog  every  facility  within  bis  means. 

In  compliance  with  instmctions  dated  War  Department^  Febraary 
17,  1877,  the  wooden  cells  were  taken  out  of  prison-boilding  Ko.  1,  and 
two  dormitories  snbstitnted. 

These  rooms  extend  the  entire  length  of  the  bnilding,  and  have  that 
free  circnlation  of  air  so  necessary  to  health  and  so  impossible  to  get 
in  cells. 

The  first  and  second  class  prisoners  are  confined  in  these  roog^s. 

On  account  oif  the  excessive  heat,  want  of  circnlation  of  air,  and  ver- 
min, it  has  been  foond  necessary  as  a  sanitary  measure  to  take  two  tiers 
of  cells  out  of  prison-baildiug  No.  2  and  substitnte  a  dormitory  for  them. 
There  is  still  iu  this  building  one  tier  of  cells  where  seventy-six  men  can 
be  COD  fined. 

In  the  early  psrtof  last  April  work  was  commenced  on  the  permanent 
prison  wall. 

It  is  built  of  stone,  6  feet  thick  at  base,  tapering  to  2^  feet  at  the  top, 
and  14  feet  high. 

With  the  facility  of  a  narrow  railway  (operated  by  a  stationarj*  engine) 
from  the  quarry  to  the  gronnd  this  work  has  progressed  hevond  expecta- 
tion, as  two  hundred  feet  of  it  are  now  completed,  , 
30  w                                                                                              v>Oglc 
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Id  September  last,  a  fcilo  of  safflcieot  capacity  to  bom  all  tiie  lime 
neoesaaiy  foi  bailding  and  other  parposes  was  ooDBtmcted. 

The  additioDal  macbineiy  parobased  during  the  past  year  for  the 
blacksmith,  carpeater,  tailor,  and  shoe  shops,  experience  has  proved  to 
hare  been  a  wise  outlay,  as  it  is  is  constant  nse,  effectaog  a  great  sty- 
ing.  There  are  many  skilled  workmen  among  the  prisoners,  and  thou 
not  skilled  show  an  eagerness  to  learn  the  use  of  this  machinery. 

I  can  see  no  difference  in  their  eare  of  machinery,  general  indasU;, 
and  ezpertnesB  in  workmanship,  to  so  many  skilled  and  nnskilled  citi- 
zens. No  case  of  malicions  iojary  to  machinery,  tools,  or  material  bu 
come  to  my  notice ;  nor  do  I  anticipate  any. 

I  take  special  pride  in  the  success  of  making  Army  shoes,  began  here 
as  an  experiment  ia  May  last.  By  an  increase  of  machinery  this  voik 
can  be  extended  to  any  limit  without  the  expense  of  hiring  any  mon 
skilled  foremen  than  those  now  employed.  The  capacity  of  the  present 
machinery  is  one  hundred  and  fitly  (150)  pairs  per  day,  and  with  i 
slight  ontiay  for  more  machinery,  boots  and  shoes  for  the  entire  Annr 
can  be  manufactured  here.  Without  prejudice  in  their  favor,  I  coosido 
the  shoes  made  here  at  least  equal  to  any  I  have  seen  for  isane  l<i 
soldiers. 

We  have  this  year  under  cultivation  as  a  prison-farm  about  flfty-fin 
(55)  acres  of  laud,  thirty  (30)  being  planted  with  potatoes,  five  (5)  with 
corn,  and  the  remainder  with  onions,  cabbages,  carrots,  tomatoes,  &c. 

The  tinasual  wet  season  and  overflow  have  injured  the  crops  sonc- 
vhat,  bnt  not  to  any  serious  extent.  We  hope  at  least  to  raise  from 
2,500  to  3,000  bushels  of  potatoes. 

I  woald  respectfnlly  oall  attention  to  a  matter  which  my  predecrasDr 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  War  Department  before,  viz,  the  disparitt 
in  Benteuces  awarded  by  courts-martial  for  similar  offenses.  This  is  i 
continnel  source  of  oomplaint  and  importunity  for  reduction  in  sentencts- 

In  coDclusiou,  I  take  pleasure  in  calling  to  the  favorable  notice  of  tl» 
War  Department  the  exemplary  conduct  of  the  following-named  officers, 
whose  zeal  and  hearty  co-operation  have  very  materially  aided  me  in  the 
administration  of  affairs,  viz : 

Firsl;  Lieut.  G.  Lewis,  Fifth  lufantrj',  acting  assistant  qnariermaster 
and  acting  commissary  of  Bubsistence. 

First  Lieot.  W.  H.  H.  Crowell,  Sixth  Infantry,  provost  marshal. 

First  Lieut.  John  J.  Clagne,  Twelfth  Infantry,  adjutant. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  BLUNT, 
Brevet  Colonel,  U.  3.  A.,  OoterAor. 

To  the  Adjutaht-Gbnbbal, 

United  HUUet  Army. 


OrriOB  Assistant  Quartkrkastkr  IfiLiTARr  Prison, 

Fari  LiatimHeortk,  Kmu.,  Jalf  IT,  1^. 
Okneru.:  In  oampllsiiMvitliyiiiireommiiDicatloaof  HmrS3,18r7, 1  hmT«Uiaboni* 
to  aabmit  tbe  folIuwiDg  report  of  the  DperntloDB  of  tbs  qakctennuter'a  depHbnciKtl 
tbia  milttftr;  pcImd  for  the  ttBcml  j-ear  ondiag  June  30, 1817. 

FKRBONAL  SAKKATIVB   RXPORT. 

I  bave  been  on  dnty  u  qaftrtermoster  at  thii  prison  (to  which  I  waa  aHiiiiie^  ''T 
Special  Orders  No.  B9,  Beadqaarters  Department  of  the  Uitoonri,  June  4,  ViTh)  tm 
Jalj  1,  1H76,  to  April  30,  1B77,  oa  which  date  I  waa  relieved  from  duty  bj  Pint  Urtt 
O.  Lewie,  Fifth  Infonti7,  under  Special  Orden  No.  SI,  Headqnartnn  Deputaneut  of  lt< 
Uieaonri,  April !%,  1B7T.  Binoe  being  relieved,  I  haTe,Ba(p)verQor  of  thapclaoD,  dbA" 
tbc  immediate  command  of  Brig.  Qen.  J.  Pope,  departnient  oommaodBr,  raperTiatd  lil 
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\roTV  o*rri«d  on,  giviog  Bpeoial  attentioD  to  tbe  tuftOQfoctariiifc  ilepartmrnt.  From 
July  1,  1870,  to  February  38,  IIOT,  I  was  iiDdcr  the  commud  of  Hhj.  J.  M.  Rob«rtaoii 
Third  Artillerj.conioiHndiDgofQcer  of  priaoo,  of  vbirli  datj  1  relieveil  bioi  on  Hsrcii 
1,1677,  under  Speoiil  Orden  No.  43,  Headoaarten  of  Ibe  Army.  AdJittant-OeDerara 
Office,  FebToar;  36, 1977.  I  also  performed  the  doliea  of  acting  comniiiwtry  of  BDbHUt- 
ence  frvm  Jalv  1,  1876,  to  April  30,  1»77,  on  whiob  date  I  was  relieved  by  Lienl.  Q. 
L«wi^  Fifth  Infatitry.  I  was  appoioled  b;  Maj.  J.  M.  Robert md.  Tbird  Artillery, 
verbally,  the  order  beintc  conflrmedbyPriHODOrderNo.  3,Jaiiaary  4, 1ST7.  Lieateoaot 
Lewis  Telieved  ma  nuder  Special  Orders  No.  61.  Headquarters  Departmeut  of  tbe  His- 
•onri,  April  25, 1H77. 

Dnrine  the  year  1  was  absent  on  duty  oonneoted  with  this  prison  from  JaDnary  30, 
1877,  to  Febraary  25,  1877,  noder  inetrnctions  of  the  AdJutaot-QeDeral  United  Statea 
Army,  dated  Jannary  26, 1S77.  DnriDg  tbis  abseDcel  visited  tbecitiesof  WaabingtoD, 
Boston, and  Pfailadelpbia,  and  met  and  oonsolted  with  tbe  prison  board. 

Wm  absent  on  leave  of  abseuoe  granted  by  Sneotal  Orders  No.  134,  HeadqaartursDe- 
partmeDt  of  tbe  Missoarl,  June  30,  1876,  from  Jnly  5  to  Aagost  6, 1B76. 

I  have  no  soKgestions  to  advance  in  connection  with  the  ptrtoitntl  or  ailmioistra- 
tion  of  the  Qaarterm aster's  Department. 

COXSTKUCTION  OP  BUILDIMOB. 

Under  antbority  of  tbe  department  commander  I  have  made  contracts  for  work  as 
follows : 

For  part  rrectinn  of  a  brick  hospital  at  prison,  in  ncoordanoe  with  plans  of  cironlai 
So.  3,  SnrReonGBnerarBOffloe,  Washington,  D,  C,  November  23,  1870.  Theco— -- 
calls  for  complution  i>f  ontside  of  the  bnilding,  two  front  rooms  of  building,  ai 
kitchen,  stnddin^  and  plastering  of  first-story  balls,  laying  of  flooringi  setting  of  sash 
and  glass  of  wiuduws,  with  two  coats  of  paint  on  all  worn- work.  The  amonut  to  be 
paid  for  the  above  work  is  $6,000.  For  work  done  up  to  tbe  end  of  last  Jane  |6,000 
was  paid.  For  completion  of  the  hospital  the  sum  of  12,000  will  be  required,  or  near 
that  amount.  Cimtracts  have  also  been  made,  under  same  authority,  lor  remodeling 
nnd  reconstrncting  offlrurH'  qnartors  at  Fort Xeaven worth,  Kana.,  at  a  totnt  cost  of 
^12,686,  which  amonut  ix  on  hand  for  Ibe  pnrnose.  No  payment  bus  yet  been  made, 
the  work  having  commenced  during  the  middle  part  of  June,  1877. 

Alterations  or  repairs  made  at  the  prison  have  been  small.  Building  No.  1  hsaboeii 
remodeled  at  a  coat  of  G1,000.  The  change  providra  dormitories  for  prisoners  of  the 
tirst  class.  Arrangement  for  the  opening  of  cells  in  No.  S  building,  simultaneonsly  for 
each  tier  of  cells,  was  also  provided  out  of  the  above-named  snm,  viz.,  £1,000,  which 
waa  furnished  from  *'  Army  coDtingencie;."  All  buildings  have  been  kept  in  good  re- 
pair, and  new  oak  steps  placed  where  necessary.  A  sni^  addition  to  work -shops  has 
been  made  to  provide  room  for  the  shoe-factory,  which  has  commenced  the  work  of 
Army  shoe-msking.  All  the  necessary  machinery  is  provided  for  this  branch  of  indns- 
try.  which  can,  I  believe,  be  snccessfully  carried  on  with  interest  to  the  government. 

The  priaon  grounds  have  been  graded,  and  drainsge  and  other  sanitary  gieaaorea 
taken  to  insure  the  health  of  troops  and  prisoners. 

I  have  commenced  the  erection  of  a  stone  wall,  to  be  carried  around  the  prison,  and 
two  hUDdred  feet  (lineal 'I  are  finished. 

Carpentora'  and  tailurs'  shops  have  been  famished  with  new  machinery,  and  are  now 
w^ll  supplied. 

Besides  prison- work,  all  that  reqnired  by  the  department  headquarters  has  been  per- 
formed. 

Lumber  is  pnrcbnstd  for  eitention  of  fencing  around  prison,  and  for  alteration  and 
ir  of  building  No.  2,  and  general  use. 

_  om  the  appropriation  for  snpport  of  the  prison  for  the  past  fiscal  year,  tIi, 
$61,683.1I>,  disbursements  have  been  made  from  this  office,  as  follows: 

Sabsistence  of  prisiuera 417,663  79 

Purchase  of  fuel .' 5,748  44 

Purchase  of  hay  for  bedding 115  92 

Purcbaaeoflaril-oll  and  wiuking Wl  BT 

Purchase  of  tools,  Slc,  for  carpenters'  shop 2,028  44 

Purchaae  of  material  for  carpenters'  shop 1,000  00 

Purchase  of  material  for  shoe-shop 66  05 

Purchase  of  tools,  Sto.,  fortailors'sbop ...i 211  15 

Purchase  of  straw  hats  for  prisoners 9i  62 

Purchase  of  clothing  for  discharged  prisoners 666  61 

Purchase  of  hats  for  discharged  prisoneia 165  40 

Donation  at  discharge  of  prisoners 1,160  00 

Hireofmeehanics 6,002  66 

MisceUsciMnis  expenditures  for  machinery,  lumber,  and  otber  stores 3,857  14 

Total 36,691  98 


•'& 
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Olhm' mtkmr»ema»t*. 

iDoIdeDtal  expeoMa 1^003  33 

BuTftoks  Aud  qnartpn 3SI  ^ 

Army  tnoaporUttlon 1,739  !■' 

AnD7  coiitiDg«Dcles 1,000  (>) 

Hoapitols e.OOOOu 

CloUilDg,  camp  and  £UTiK>ii  equipago 1,481  6' 

Oniid  lota) 5^,513  3.' 

By  Bala  of  hide*,  depoaited  to  cr«dit  of  miliUry  priaan  appropiiatioa 610  '^ 

By  sale  of  itcorea  at  auction,  deposited  to  credit  of  United  Statea  TceaBury.  '2  Si 

Balance  at  Eloae  of  ft»oal  year,d«poaitedtocreditof  Uatt«dStat«iTceaaiii7-        51^  i'' 
Bespectfully  submit  ted, 

A.  P.  BLUST, 
Captain,  J.  Q.  M.,  U.  S.  Arm). 
To  the  QuARTBiiMjtSTKii-OxNBaAi:.  U.  B.  A., 

IFathington,  D.  C. 


U.\n 

Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  report  thai  during  the  j-ear  endlDg  June  30,  IStT,  Mit^c 
hundred  and  tirenty-nne  (1,621)  casea  of  Bickneu  and  three  deatba  ararBported  ontbr 
montlilyreportsof  tick  aa  having  occorred  among  the  priBonen  of  this  priaou.  Tvoil 
these  deaths  are  from  diaeane  and  one  from  gunBliDt  wound  revived  while  attcmptinf  . 
to  escape.  The  diseaaes  of  greatAst  prevaleooe  have  been  acute  diarrhoea,  inlennittri:: 
fever,  acute  bronchitia,  and  scute  rheamatiam,  in  tbe  order  named.  The  ohiractet  (I 
dieeaae  is  generally  of  adynamic  type,  due  to  causea  inseparable  from  prison  lift 
Hitherto  a  suitable  ptaoe  for  tbecare  of  the  nick  of  tbe  priaoa  has  been  a  deaidenlnn;.  ' 
On  the  first  of  Hsy  ttwt,  however,  the  conatmctlou  of  a  hoapital  was  oommenoed,  m 
the  regulatinn  plan,  for  tnenty-fonr  beds,  and  the  work  haa  been  so  eipedilioiu!i 

Snshed  that  (here  is  a  promise  of  its  early  eompletioD.  This  will  place  the  medinl 
epartment  of  the  prison  on  a  much  more  aatiafaolury  basis  than  it  haa  hitherto  en- 
joyed. Every  facility  has  been  afforded  that  the  resources  of  the  priaan  admit  for  Ibc 
care  of  Invalids  by  the  governor,  who  at  all  timea  evinces  a  proper  consideration  for 
the  sick.  I 

Tbe  general  bj'gienlo  condition  of  the  prison  ia  reasonablv  aatlefactory,  and  has  ben  ! 
ranch  improved,  so  far  as  regards  ventilalioo,  by  the  eatabliahment  of  domiitoria  tm  I 
the  better  class  of  prisoners  aa  a  snbatitute  for  the  eloae,  ill- ventilated  cells  hitherto  id  ' 

Tbe  diet  of  the  prisoners  is  wholesome  and  carefully  inspected.  I 
Very  reapeclfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  WRIGHT. 

Sitrgeeti,  Unilti  SlaU»  Jnay.  ' 

To  tbe  OovBnxoR  U.  8.  Militaht  Prison:  I 

Fort  Ltmmeotih,  Kani.  \ 


UsiTEP  8t*tks  HiUTARY  Prisok, 

Fort  Leatentrortk,  Sana.,  Jant  30, 18iT. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  ei]t«ted  opon  my  duties  aa  chaplain  to  Ibiij 
inatitatioD  In  the  month  of  Stptemher  last,  and  have  contiuned  to  discharge  them  Ml 
the  beat  of  my  ability  to  tbe  preaent  time. 

The  want  of  proper  facilities  for  carrying  on  my  work,  viz,  a  saitsble  chapel,  schooli 
room,  and  achool-books,  has  rendered  it  impractioable  to  acoomplish,  fiither  lo  the  mil* 
ter  of  religious  or  secular  instruction,  what,  nnder  more  favorable  oonditlona,  migM 
reasonably  have  been  anticipated.  Yet  I  feel  that  my  labor  has  not  been  in  vaiD.ens 
though  tbe  fruits  be  not  as  apparent  aa  could  be  deaired.  A  work  like  this  is  pre^tisi- 
nentJy  a  work  of  faith,  and  its  results  are  not  to  be  measured  by  any  materitd  stand- 
ard.   The  seed  of  truth  may  lie  long  buried  before  any  visible  frnita  are  apparent.     ; 

From  tbe  time  that  I  entered  upon  my  duties  regnlar  ssrviees  have  been  held  npM 
the  Sabbath,  both  fnoming  and  oltemoon.    Aa  long  as  we  ware  permitted  to  occupy  ~ 
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room  ftt  All  saltable,  these  Mirloea  were  well  attended,  fully  ons-fourtb  of  ths  priaonen 
beiug  ToloDtaril;  prueDt.  Owing  to  the  ocoupRtion  of  our  former  place  of  wonhlp 
for  other  parpoeea,  onr  •eoommodatiooa  are  now  more  limltod  and  nnsnitable,  and  in 
cooMqaeDoe  tbereof  the  attendance  ha*  diminiihed. 

So  tar'ai  pnotioable,  I  aim  to  make  myaelf  aoqiiaiDt«d  with  tbe  prisonerB,  and  by 
personal  interooarse  with  them  aeek  to  gain  their  ooufidenoe.  With  rery  rare  ezcep' 
tiona  1  have  foand  tbem  to  be  aa  eaaily  approactaod  and  aa  leody  to  jield  to  the  power 
of  kinilneM  and  lympatbyaaany  other  claas  of  men.  By  thoHBcqoaintiogmyRelf  with 
them  individaally,  I  often  obtain  an  opportnnity  of  apeakinft  a-word  in  season,  which 
mi^  be  even  more  efieotive  for  good  than  my  more  pnolio  minialrations. 

The  percentage  of  tho«e  who  can  Deitber  read  nor  write  !■  small,  yet  of  those  who 
can,  a  large  proportion  can  do  no  only  Imperfectty.  At  least  one-third  of  the  prisonera 
need  tbe  advantages  of  secnlar  instrnction  ;  and  as  noon  aa  anltable  acoommodatLona 
can  be  pravided,  it  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  engage  in  tbia  branch  of  my  work. 

Tbe  library  is  entirely  Inadequate  to  tbe  wante  of  an  inatitation  of  this  kind,  namber' 
ing,  aa  it  does,  only  231  volutuea.  Of  this  number  over  one  hundred  Tolnmea  have 
been  added  within  the  last  few  months,  for  which  we  are  indeht«d  to  tbe  paatora'of  tha 
Market  Sqnare  dmrob,  HarrisbTirg,  Pa.,  and  tbe  Lafayette  Avenne  church,  Brooklyn, 
N.  y.  We  are  also  Indebted  to  Hia.  Qaneral  Sherman  for  a  box  of  reading  matter,  con- 
listing  of  magazines  and  tracts,  and  to  Sidney  Smith,  esq,,  of  Leavenworth  City,  foe 
similar  favora.  Had  we  snitabla  accommodationa  for  a  library,  I  have  no  heaitatloa 
in  saying  that  one  commensnrate  with  the  wants  of  tbe  prison  coold  soon  be  pioonnd 
without  eipente  to  tbe  government. 

In  conclosioD,  I  take  pleasnre  in  acknowledging  the  uniform  courtesy  I.bave  received 
at  your  hands,  and  in  assaring  you  of  my  Teadioeas  to  carry  out  your  wishes  in  all  that 
pettoina  to  the  intellpotual  and  moral  elevation  of  the  inmates  of  this  institution. 
Very  respectfiillv,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  MITCHELL, 

Chaplain. 

To  the  GovcnsoR  United  States  Miutary  Prison. 


{i 

e 

u 

ii 

as" 

H 

O.B. 

1 
1 

rnuuferred 

1 
I 

IS 

M 

as 

ei 

33 

MovOTMida. 

1 

s 

1 

1 

II 

} 

< 

II 

r 

1, 

Vtte. 

1 

1 

1 

■s' 

J  1    31  ISTB 

391 

3*5 

am 
aw 

if!!? 

AiiBint3l,  18T8 

S-pMmWao.lSIB.... 

1 

1 

"3 

:::3!i 

1 

3 

J 

^■e"b?S2yVf^::-.:- 

3W  j     396 
31G        3.19 

s 

1 

s 

Aptiiso,  len 

1 

1 

a 

ToMldarinn  the  year 

393 

■" 

OT 

' 

va 

S60 

* 

Mi.MT 

1C|    *« 

' 

:,..dty  Google 


468         REPOBT  OF  THE  BECEETARY 

Inoideotal  expntiaea 

Burmcks  tad  qnartfre 

Army  transportation '"' 

Army  contingenciM ......  . ....... 

Hoapitale : 

Clothing,  camp  and  gamsoD  eqtiipi^ 

Graud  lotol 

Bteeiplt. 

By  bbIb  o(  hirtw,  deposited  to  credit  of  mllitwy  pn-  ■■ 
By  Mie  of  store*  at  auolioo,  d«P<»'t»d»  ^^'f  "■' 
BalftncealcloBeof  fiscal  yoar.depoaitedtocreditor  i 

Bt.'spectfully  submitted. 

To  tie  Quartbbjiastbr-Gbnkral  U.  8.  A., 


8m:  I  have  the  honor  to  wport  that  dnrEiv 
bondred  »nd  twenty-one  (1,621)  case*  of  si.  I 
monthly  reports  of  sick  u  havineoccniTea  n" 
these  de«ths  are  from  diseaw  and  one  ftoiii  i; 
to  escape.    Tlie  diseases  of  greatestpreMl.- ■ 
fever,  acute  broncliitis,  and  acute  rhenma'i  ■ 
disease  is  ((enerally  of  adynamic  type.  >\"' 
Hitherto  a  luiuble  place  for  the  care  of  Mj' 
On  the  first  of  May  last,  however,  the  con 
the  rcRulfltion  plan,  for  tffcBty-fonr  b.i! 

Jnshed  that  there  is  a  promise  of  its  •.-"i 
epartmentoft.be  prison  on  a  mncbni.n 
joyed.  Every  facility  baa  boen  afforded  r 
care  of  invalids  by  the  governor,  wbo  at 

The  general  hjgieuio  condition  of  Hi- 
ranch  improved,  so  far  as  rejjards  vein 
the  belter  class  of  prisoners  as  •  gnbat  i : 

The  diet  of  the  prisoners  is  wholeso" 
Very  respectfully,  yoor  obedienr 
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REPORT 

OFTHK 

FREEDMEN'S  BRANCH  OF  THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S  OFFICE. 


Wab  Depabtuznt,  Adjutant-Oehbral's  Office, 

Waahington,  D.  €.,  Octotm  1, 1S77. 

Sib  :  I  bare  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tione  of  the  Freedmen'a  Bnuich  of  the  AdJatant-GeDeral's  Office  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1S77. 

Jnne  30,  the  disbarsiag  ofilce  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  was  closed,  the 
clerk  and  janitor  discbarged,  and  the  books,  records,  papers,  &c.,  were 
transferred  to  the  chief  disbarsing-ofBce  in  this  city. 

The  offices  now  existing,  in  addition  to  the  chief  disbarsing-offlce,  are 
located,  respeotivel;,  at  iN'ew  Orleans,  La.,  and  Lonisville,  Ky.  The 
force  at  present  employed  consists  of  three  [3)  commissioned  officers, 
sixteen  (16)  clerks,  and  six  (6)  messengers  and  janitors. 

The  rednotion  in  the  number  of  disbnr8ing^>ffice&  has  necessarily 
enlarged  the  work  of  payments  by  postal  orders,  noder  the  arrangement 
between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Fostmaster-General,  referred  to  in 
previous  reports.  Daring  the  past  year  paymentsaggregating  934,000.30 
were  made  by  this  method,  an  increase  of  nearly  75  per  cenL  over  the 
fiscal  yew  ending  Jane  30, 187S. 

The  postmasters  are  furnished,  iu  each  case,  with  snch  data  from  the 
official  records  as  will  enable  them  to  establish  the  claimant's  identity, 
and  with  special  instructions  enjoining  the  exercise  of  extreme  care  in 
guarding  against  fraud  or  imposition.  In  some  two  or  three  oases  only 
have  erroneons  payments  been  made,  and  in  them  tbe  money  was 
promptly  recovered  and  secured  to  the  rightful  claimants.  This  fact 
sufficiently  attests  the  efficiency  of  this  method  of  payments  iu  local- 
ities where  the  payments  are  few  in  number,  and  insufficient  to  justify 
the  expense  of  maintaining  a  disbarsing-office. 

In  my  reports  for  the  years  1875  and  1876,  reference  iu  detail  was  made 
to  certain  matters  pertaining  to  the  affairs  of  the  late  Bureau  of  Refugees, 
Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands.  My  letter  to  you  of  May  15, 1877, — 
copy  herewith  marked  A, — presents  the  various  subjects  under  distinct 
headings  and  indicates  the  action  deemed  necessary  to  secure  final  re- 
sults. .  A  copy  of  that  letter  was,  under  date  of  July  16,  1877,  trans- 
mitted by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 
a  letter  urging  the  necessity  of  prompt  and  energetic  action  upon  the 
subjects  presented.  Iu  reply  thereto,  the  Acting  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  informed  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  date  of  July  17, 1877, 
that  his  letter  of  July  16,  with  inclosures,  had  been  referred  to  tbe  Sec- 
ond Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  for  report,  and  that  upon  its  receipt 
tbe  War  Department  would  be  further  advised. 

The  work  of  arranging  and  completing  the  records  of  the  late  Bn- 
rean  of  Refugees,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands  has  been  continued. 
It  is  of  considerable  magnitude,  and  can  be  more  vigorously  prosecuted 
as  the  current  work  of  the  office  is  diminished. 


I  C^ooglc 
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The  injustice  to  claimants  ioTolved  ia  the  snbject  of  "complaint 
caees"  (Kx.  Doc.  179,  H.  R.,  Forty-foarth  Congress,  first  session)  enti- 
tles that  anbject  to  prompt  consideration,  and  I  submit  that  its  impw 
tance  cannot  be  too  urgently  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  Congress,  it 
having  been  decided  by  the  Treasury  Department  that  it  has  no  povei 
to  issnenew  settlements  in  those  cases  without  farther  legislation.  The 
proposed  joint  resolntion  (see  Ex.  Doc.  179)  as  transmitted  to  the  Boaae 
of  Hepresentatives  by  the  Secretary  of  War, — copy  herevitb  marka  ' 
B, — should  be  pressed  to  speedy  enactment  as  a  law;  thns  to  end  the ! 
hardship  to  claimants  of  an  unjust  deprivation  of  their  dues. 

The  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  of  the  funds  in  unpaid 
claims  wherein  seven  years  have  elapsed  since  settlement,  and  in  irhicb  I 
all  practicable  effort  to  discover  the  claimants  has  failed,  has  dispone:  I 
of  a  large  number  of  unpaid  claims  transferred  by  the  late  Bnreaa  <.>; 
Befagees,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands.  The  amoDot  of  sncb  it-  \ 
posits  to  this  date  is  $178,459^0,  and  further  deposite  are  yet  tolv 
made. 

During  the  yeiir  there  were  received  for  payment,  from  the  Secooi 
Auditor,  one  thousand  and  two  (1,002)  claims,  and  two  thooaand  nin 
hundred  and  thirty -nine  (2,939)  claims  were  finally  dis[>08ed  of. 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  work  the  desire  to  bring  it  to  a  final  dose 
has  been  held  steadily  in  view,  and  all  practicable  means  conducive  tOj 
that  end  have  been  aniformly  employed.  In  furtherance  of  that  objecl.  | 
and  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  work  had  reached  such  a  Oap ' 
in  this  office  aa  to  render  its  progress  dependeut,  chiefly,  npon  tbt 
rapidity  with  which  the  claims  were  settled  by  the  aceountiDg-oS 
cers  of  the  Treasury,  a  letter,  based  on  the  rocouimeadatiOQ  of  tbii 
office,  was,  under  dato  of  September  2, 1876,  addressed  to  the  Secietarr 
of  the  Treasury  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  urging  such  measures  u 
might  be  necessary  to  eftect  an  expeditious  Mttiement  of  all  eliins 
pending  adjustment  in  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor. 

The  following  recapltulatioa  covers  the  amoants  received  and  di^ 
bursed  on  account  of  pay,  bounty,  prize-money,  &c.,  during  the  respect- 
ive years,  from  July  1, 1872  (when  duties  of  tJie  late  boreaa  were  u- 
slgned  to  the  Adjntant-Oeueral's.Uffloe},  to  Jane  30, 1877 : 


593.WI  M 
4M,9U43 


II,  U3, 4ia  90 

i.on.sso  80 

1U,WI9S 


■  RccalTsd  bum  chief  dltbaralng-ttBotr  B 


u  oT  BefugM*.  FreednM 


idAtMadsi]«dI.*iidi,jDil 


The  foregoing  toble  at  a  glance  shows  the  progress  made  in  clonnir 
the  financial  work.  The  amount,  $264,933.11,  od  hand  Jaly  1,  1877,  ii 
made  up  as  follows : 

Settled  claims  (involvinKno  labor  further  than  to  dlHCOver  and  identify 

claimftDts)  in  handa  of  local  offloers 8129,  t***' 

Claims  prepared  nnil  uoder  pieparatioD  tobeaoDl  from  obief  dilbiirsiDK- 
offlce  to  local  ofliceti  135,6-23;i 

Total 261.932  !• 
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CUimB  for  preparBtion  and  payment  by  chief  dittbnraiiiKHifBM  July  1, 

1872 " |J28,B42  U 

Claim*  fur  prepaiatioD  and  payineDt  by  ohief  dJebaniaii-oEBce  July  1, 

1877 7. 135,025  71 

Rodnctian 591,816  40 

Other  claims  received  duriiiK  the  years  ending  June  30,  JK73,  "74,  lb,  76, 

and  "77 1,B06,4SS  01 

Total  of  pivpared  cisims 2,398,268  41 

129,906  40 

Tutjlof  claims  iliflbursed 2,268,302  01 

591,816  40 

1,676,545  61 

Conseqneiitl.v,  orer  and  above  reducing  tbe  aggregate  amoDDt  of  the 
claims  received  from  the  late  bureau  to  the  extent  of  $391,816.10,  thia 
oSice  has  paid  other  claims  af^gregatiu^  $1,676,545,61. 

The  finaacial  operations  during  the  fiacal  year  ending  June  30,  1877, 
are  preseated  in  detail  in  the  sabjoined  report  of  the  chief  disbaraing- 
officer,  til  which  attention  is  invited. 

Maj.  Junics  McMillan,  Second  Artillery,  who,  as  captain,  had  served 
as  chief  disbursing  officer  from  the  date  the  duties  of  the  late  bnrean 
were  transferred  to  this  office,  was  promoted  to  be  major,  July  2, 1877, 
aad,  July  25,  closed  the  important  duties — covering  a  responsibility  for 
d2,5.'}3,2d4.12— he  had  so  efBciciitly  and  faithfully  performed  for  the 
perifHl  of  five  years. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  M.  VINCENT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

The  Adjutakt-Gbnebal  of  the  Army. 

Approved  and  respectfully  sabmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  war. 
B.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-  General. 


A. 

War  Dkpartmbnt,  Adjutant- Oknbrai.'8  Ofpicx, 

Wa*\ngtoH,]aay  15,  l-iTi. 

Sir  :  RefeniuK  to  tte  efforts  of  this  ofBce  to  cloae  the  boBincsa  of  the  Inte  Barean  of 
EefaKeoa,  Freediuen  and  Abandoned  Lands,  at  the  earlieat  practicable  date,  I  b«g  to 
refer  to  the  summary  ol  certain  matters  as  embraced  in  the  annual  reports  for  1875  and 
1876,  copies  berenitb. 

The  dnty  of  cloainf;  the  bnainess  referred  to  cannot  be  concluded  until  final  rcBolts  as 
to  the  specified  matteni  shall  have  been  reached ;  and,  as  tbe  placing  before  Congress  of 
the  "  Comptainl  Cnsee"  (Ex.  Doc.  179,  H.  R.  Forty-fourth  Congress,  first  session)  and 
the  "  Host  Home  Colony  "  case  (developed  by  tbe  coram issioners  of  tbe  Freedmen's 
Savings  and  Trust  Coiupany)  will,  in  all  probability,  lead  to  JDveatlgations,  tbe  War 
and  Treasury  Departments  shonld  be  in  position  to  shoir  fall  effutta  Iboking  to  the 
protection  of  the  public  interest. 

Tbe  War  Department,  in  its  odmiaistrative  capacity,  has  developed  and  pointed  to 
the  frauds  and  abnsts ;  for  the  present  it  cannot  do  more.  It  remains  for  the  Treasury 
Department  to  bring  tbe  respective  subjects  or  matters  to  final  results,  and  to  com- 
municate them  to  the  Wat  Department. 
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Action  neMaaary  to  Mcnre  final  reaolla. 


Defa]c«UoiiB,  (9,176^ 

EmbMzlement  of  93G^I9.50 . 
Intereat  npwsid  of  |32,000 . . 


Irmgnlar  fund,  1131,431.39. . 
Ml        Home        Colony,' 


Pulilio  fanda  drawn  IVora  the 
Treasury  to  oover  an  em- 
bezzlement, (6,533.3s. 


In  the  eaaea  finally  detennined,  and  in  thoM 
where  the  records  ahow  the  money  non  in 
the  hands  of  late  ohinf  diabarainfj-oSleer,  tilt 
BCCoantinfF-offlcers  shoald  be  inatmcted  tl 
immediat«Jy  raiae  oharKea  aad  institate  Irgtl 
prooeedinga  to  recover  toe  amoDota  InToWed. 

The  aqbjecta  ahonld  be  cloeely  pressed,  to  tin 
end  that  the  faads  may  be  placed  with  thil 
office,  so  that  olaimaDts  may  t>e  paid. 

Immediate  aation  should  be  had  to  recover  Ifae 
amount,  and  place  it  to  the  credit  of  Uu 
proper  appropriation. 
.  The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  aabjrrt 
waa  referred  November  13,  1874,  ahould  tw 
instruQted  to  proceed  energetically. 

These  deficits,  or  large  auma  of  money  (iu  Feb 
mary,  ISTU,  (800,000;  in  other  months, 
(706,7d3.Ha,|68T,400.97,(65e,334.G2,andnian; 
other  larse  amounts,  respectively,  in  excMS 
of  (500,000),  which  it  is  Inferred  wer«  aaei 
for  some  four  years  for  private  purpoaes.  are 
attested  by  the  records  of  the  Second  Comp- 
troller and  Treasurer  of  the  United  StBt««. 
(See,  in  print.  Exhibit  X",  p^es  2S^  to  379. 
Howard  Conrt  of  Inquiry.)  The  eubji^ 
should,  without  further  delay,  be  thorongbij 
ventilated. 
.  The  snit  commenced,  approachinK  two  yean 
ago,  ahould  be  pressed  to  a  termination. 

The  adjustment  of  acoonnts,  which  the  Second 
Comptroller  was,  in  October,  18T5,  directed 
to  make,  should  be  hastened. 

Immediate  action  ahould  be  had  to  reoorer  tbe 
$141,458.13  embezzled,  and  place  It  to  ths 
credit  of  the  proper  appropriation.  The  re- 
mainder shonlil,  if  praoticahl^  be  reoovcred 
to  the  Treasury.  To  this  end  the  War  De- 
partment to  turn  over  to  the  Treasury  si 
records  as  are  now  with  the  former. 

Tbe  thoronfch  eiamination  which  the  Second 
Comptrotlet  was,  in  Ootolmr,  lrT5.  directed 
to  make  shoold  be  hast^ued.  Thia  subject 
now  appears  connected  with  that  of  retained 
fees,  amountiuK  to  some  |ID,0D0,  Involving 
the  destraotion  of  the  lecord,  by  late  t>i»- 
bnreing-Officet  Ballocb's  order. 


I  am,  sir,  very  respectlnlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  M.  VINCEKT, 
Jnialaul  AijMant-Gtnrrat. 
The  Adjutant-Gbkerai.  of  lAe  Armi/ 
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Eetelved  bg  (*<  Senate  and  Boute  0/  EepretaiiaHm  of  itu  UnUeA  Stalei  of  Amrriea  in 
Congrtm  anrmbled,  Tb»t  tbe  pToper  acc«unting-o£Bcers  of  the  TreBBnry  be^  sad  they 
»Te  hereby,  authorized  Aod  directed  to  settle  the  claimg  for  p>;,  boaDtj,  pnze-money, 
or  other  moceye  due  to  colored  soldiers,  sailors,  or  marinas,  or  their  legml  repraiHintA- 
tives  Id  cases  in  wbiob,  upon  proper  javestigation  by  the  War  Departmenti,  it  shall  hie 
estabDsbed  that  tliey  have  failed  Co  receive  payment  upon  settlementa  heretofore 
made,  and  Id  nhlch  Tooobers  purpottitif;  to  represent  actaal  payment  hare  beno  filed 
with  the  «ocanntinE^fflc«r8  of  the  Treasury  by  the  disbursing- officers  of  tbe  late 
Bureau  of  Refugees,  Treed  men  and  Abandoned  Lands. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  inrestifcations  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  facts  as  to  tbe 
non-receipt  by  aoy  olaimant  of  the  money  purporting,  by  vonohers  filed  with  the 
«cconntin)[-offlcera  of  tbe  Treasnry,  to  have  been  paid  to  him  or  her,  shall  be  mode 
nnder  the  directioD  of  tbe  Secretarj^  of  War,  and  in  each  and  every  esse  in  irbioh  the 
investigation  shall  prove  to  his  satisfaction  that  the  claimant  or  claimants  have  a  ' 

in  fact  received  payment  of  their  ala= —  "■-  ■"■-" .  •- -i. .1 =■  — 

of  tbe  Treasury,  who  will  therea^n  i 
the  Secretary  of  War  shall  pertain. 

Sbc.  3.  That  said  aettlements  shall  be  made  in  accordance  with  ezlstInK  laws  gov- 
etDing  tbe  original  settlement  of  snob  claims,  and  shall  be  ciiargeable  agalnat  theaame 
appropriatioiis  as  were  the  original  settlements. 

Sbc.  4.  That  nothing  herein  contained  sball  be  construed  as  relieving  the  Commia- 
eioner  of  the  late  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands,  or  the  officers 
or  ■geuta  acting  under  him,  of  any  responsibility  or  acconn lability  which,  under  exist- 
ing laws  or  reetilations,  attaches  to  him  or  them  in  oonnection  with  any  claim  or  claims 
to  which  tbis  law  has  reference. 

Sec,  G.  Buch  expenses  as  may  be  necessitated  by  tbe  investigations  hereinbefore 
[irovlded  for,  sball  be  defrayed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  from  the  appropriation  for  tbe 
*'  collection  and  payment  of  boontiee,  &»,"  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  IfiTT, 


War  Dbpabthbnt,  Adjutakt-Gbmbbal's  Offiob, 
Chief  DisbubsinoOfpicb,  Frebdhsn's  Braitoh, 
Waihington,  D.  C,  S^tember  29, 1877. 
Major:  I  hare  tbe  boDor  to  anbtnit  herewith  tabular  exbibits  of  the 
financial  operations  of  tbe  disbarsing-offlce  of  tbe  freedmen's  branch  of 
the  A^n  tant-General'B  OfBce,  in  tbe  paymentof  pay,  bonnty,  prize-money, 
and  other  moneys  dne  to  colored  soldiers,  sailors,  &c.,  nnder  joint  reso- 
lution of  Uongresa  of  March  29,  1867,  for  the  fiscal  year  eudiog  with 
June  30, 1877. 

The  amonnt  appropriated  by  Congress  to  defray  the  expenses  attend- 
ing tbe  paymentof  bounties,  &c.,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 
1877,  was  956,235.04,  of  which  there  were  expended  dnring  the  year 
436,880.08,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  (19,354.90. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfally,  year  obedient  servant, 

G.  G.  HUNTT, 
Major  Firtt  Catalry,  Chief  JHibunine-Officer. 
Maj.  Thomas  M.  Vincbnt, 

Auiatant  Adjutant- General. 
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Ahttraet  o/  rtetijpti  and  iMiirwMMila  for  Ikefitoal  i/mr  tnding  June  30, 1077. 
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Ab»tr<ict  of  reotipti  and  diiburttmeiitt  for  the  fitcal  year  endlnji  Jtnt  30,  1677— CoDtinued. 
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HEADQUABTEHS  DBPARTMEHT  op  I>A£0TA, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  November  12, 1877. 
Sib  :  I  faava  tbe  honor  to  submit  the  followiDg  report  of  the  military 
operaUons  which  have  taken  place  in  this  department  daring  tbe  past 
year. 

My  last  annual  report  was  made  on  tbe  21st  day  of  November,  1876  ; 
at  that  date  the  force  in  the  department  consiated  of  the  following 
troops : 
Four  companies  of  the  Second  Cavalry. 
The  Seventh  Regiment  of  Cavalry, 
The  First  Regiment  of  Infantry. 
The  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 
The  Sixth  Regiment  of  Infuntry. 
The  Seventh  Regiment  of  Infantry. 
The  Eleventh  Regiment  of  Infantry. 
The  Seventeenth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 
Tbe  Twentieth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

Companies  E,  F,  G-,  H,  I,  and  K  of  the  Twenty-second  Infantry, 
This  force  was  distributed  as  follows: 

At  Fort  Snelling,  Minn.,  the  regloiental  headquarters  and  Company 
C  of  tbe  Twentieth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Ripley,  Uinn.,  Companies  B  and  G-  of  the  Twentieth  la 
fantry.  . 

At  Fort  Abercrombie,  Dak.,  Company  F  of  -the  Seventh  Cavalry 
and  Company  A  of  tbe  Seventeenth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Sissetoii  (formerly  Fort  Wadsworth),  Dak.,  Companies  B  and 
C  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Totten,  Dak.,  Company  C  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry  and  Com- 
pany Kof  tbe  Twentieth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Pembina,  Dak.,  Companies  D  and  F  of  the  Twentieth  Ib- 
faiJtry. 

At  Fort  Sewani,  Dak.,  Company  A  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry. 
At  Fort  Baford,  Dak.,  the  regimental  headquarters  and  Companieft 
C,  D,  E,  P,  G,  and  I  of  the  Sixth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln,  Dak.,  the  regimental  headqaarters  and 
Couopanies  B,  E,  Q,  I,  K,  and  L  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry;  Company  B- 
of  tbe  Sixth  Infantry,  and  Companies  D  and  O  of  tbe  Seventeenth  In- 
fantry. 

At  Fort  Rice,  Dak.,  Companies  A,  D,  H,  and  M  of  the  Seventh  Cav- 
alry, 

At  Fort  Stevenson,  Dak.,  Companies  H  and  K  of  the  Sixth  Infantry. 
At  Standing  Bock  agency,  Dak.,  Companies  G  and  K  of  tbe  First 
iDfaotry ;  Company  A  of  the  Sixth  Infantry ;  Companies  A,  B,  and  H 
of  the  Eleventh  Infantry;  tbe  regimental  headquarters  and  Companies 
K  and  F  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry,  and  Company  H  of  the  Twen- 
tieth Infantry. 

At  Camp  Hancock,  Dak.,  Company  H  of  tbe  Seventeenth  Infktitry. 

''^  ,  Google 
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At  Fort  Randall,  Dab.,  the  regimeDtal  beadqnarters  and  Compaoks 
C,  E,  and. I  of  tlie  First  InfAntry. 

.At  Fort  Snlly,  Dak.,  Companies  B,  D,  F,  and  H  of  tfae  First  Infaott; 
aod  Companies  £  and  I  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry. 

At  Cheyenne  Agency,  Dak.,  tbe  regimental  headqaartera  and  Gom- 
paniea  G,  D,  E,  F,  O,  I,  and  K  of  the  Eleventh  lufaotry,  and  Com- 
panies I  and  K  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Sliaw,  Mimt.,  the  regimental  headqaartera  and  Companies 
A,  B,  a,  H,  I,  and  K  of  the  Seventh  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Ellis,  Moot.,  Companies  F,  O,  H,  and  L  of  the  Second  Cav- 
alry and  Company  Cof  the  Seventh  Infantry. 

At  Fort  BentOD,  Mont.,  Company  F  of  the  Seventh  Infantry. 

At  Gamp  Baker,  Mont.,  Companies  D  and  E  of  the  Seventh  Infantry. 

At  tbe  cantonment  on  Tongue  Biver  (now  Fort  Keof;h),  Mont,  and 
the  subonltnate  postatOIendive  Greek,  the  Fifth  Begiment  of  Infantiy 
and  Companies  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  and  K  of  the  Twenty -Second  Infantry, 

This  force  has  been  increased  by  the  transfer  from  the  Department  oF 
Texas  of  the  headqnarters  and  band  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry,  which 
arrived  in  this  department  December  5,  1876;  by  the  transfer  from  th*  , 
Department  of  the  Platte  of  tbe  reglmeutal  headquarters  and  eiglit  ; 
coiopauies  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  in  September  and  October,  1877 ;  br  I 
the  transfer  from  the  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic  of  the  Tbiril 
Begiment  of  Infmitry  in  October,  1877  ;  by  tbe  transfer  from  tiie  D<-  ' 
partmeiit  of  the  Platte  of  fonr  companies  of  tbe  Third  Cavalry,  which  ' 
are  now  e%  route,  escorting  the  Spotted  Tail  and  Bed  Clotid  bands  of 
Indians  from  their  old  agencies  in  Nebraska  to  their  new  agencies  on 
the  Missonri  Biver. 

Tbe  fulloRiug  is  the  present  assignment  of  tbe  troops  for  winter  sta- 
tions : 

At  Fort  Snelling,  Minn.,  tbe  regimental  headqaartera  and  Companies 
B  and  G  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Sisse^on,  Dak.^  Companies  A  and  E  of  the  Twentieth  In- 
fontry. 

At  Fort  Totten,  Dak.,  Companies  C  and  E  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry 
and  Companies  G,  H,  and  K  of  tbe  Twentieth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Pembina,  Dak.,  Companies  D,  F,  and  I  of  the  Twentieth  In- 
fantry. 

At  Fort  Baford,  Dak.,  the  regimental  beadqnartera  and  Companies 
C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  and  I  of  tbe  Sixth  Infantry;  one  company  of  this  gxr- 
riBon  (D)  is  detached  at  Fort  Peck,  a  temporary  anbpost  of  Fort  Ba- 
ford. 

At  Spotted  Tail  agency.  Dak.,  Companies  H  and  M  of  the  Third 
Cavalry. 

At  Fort  Bandall,  Dak.,  tbe  regimental  headqnarters  and  Compaaie^ 
A,  C,  E,  and  I  of  the  First  Infantry. 

At  Bed  Cloud  agency,  Dak.,  Companies  E  and  L  of  the  Third  Cav- 
alry. 

At  Fort  Snlly,  Dak.,  Companies  B,  G,  H,  and  E  of  tbe  First  In- 
fantry. 

At  Cheyenne  ngency,  Dak.,  the  regimental  headquarters,  and  Com- 
panies A,  D,  B,  G,  I,  and  Eof  tbe  Eleventh  Infantiy. 

At  Standing  Bock  ajrency.  Dak.,  the  regimental  headqnarters  and 
Companies  A,  B,  C,  E,  F,  I,  and  K  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry,  and 
Company  B  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry. 

At  Fort  Bice,  Dak.,  Companies  D,  H,  and  K  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry 
and  Company  A  of  tbe  Sixth  Infentry. 
At  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln,  Dak-,  the  regimental  beadqoarters  and 


GENERAL  OP  THE  ARUT.  483 

ConpaDtes  A,  B,  G,  I,  L,  and  M  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  Company  B 
of  the  Sixth  Infantry,  and  Companies  D  and  Q  of  the  Seventeenth  In- 
fantry. 

At  Fort  Stevenson.  Dak.,  Companies  H  and  K  of  the  Sixth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Keogb,  Mont.,  the  Fittb  Begiment  of  In&ntry  and  Compa- 
nies A,  B,  E,  and  I  of  the  Second  Cavalry. 

At  Fort  Custer.  Mont.,  the  reKimental  headquarters  and  Companies 
C,  D,  E,  and  M  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  and  Companies  B,  C,  F,  and  H 
of  the  Eleventh  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Shaw,  Mont.,  the  regimental  headquarters  and  Companies  A, 
B,  C,  H,  I,  and  E  of  the  Seventh  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Ellis,  Mont,  Companies  F,  O,  H,  uid  L  of  the  Second  Cav- 
alry and  Company  O  of  the  Seventh  Infantry. 

At  Helena  Barrauko,  Mont.,  the  regimental  headqaartere  and  Com- 
panies A,  C,  B,  F,  and  K  of  the  Thinl  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Missonla,  Mont.,  Companies  B,  D,  H,  and  I  of  the  Third  In- 
fantry. 

At  Camp  Baker,  Mont.,  Company  G  of  the  Third  Infantry  and  Com- 
panies D  and  E  of  the  Seventh  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Benton,  Mont.,  Company  F  of  the  Seventh  Infkotry. 

The  changes  of  station  and  new  assignments  from  which  this  distri- 
bution has  resulted  are  shown  by  the  following-described  movements  of 
troops  already  made  and  those  in  contemplation,  irrespective  of  the 
movements  of  the  troops  engaged  in  campaigns  against  the  hostile 
Sioax  and  Kez  PercfSs,  and  of  the  movements  from  the  department  of 
the  troops  transferred  therefrom. 

In  March,  1877,  Coinpany  G,  Seventh  Infantry,  was  transferred  from 
Fort  Shaw  to  Fort  Ellis,  for  temporary  duty;  in  Jnly,  1877,  from  Fort 
Ellis  to  Fort  Missoula,  for  similar  service,  and  is  now  under  orders  to 
return  to  Fort  Ellis,  and  there  to  take  post  as  part  of  the  regular  gar- 
rison. 

In  April,  1877,  Company  H,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  was  transferred 
from  Camp  Hancock  to  Fort  Bice,  and  is  now  under  orders  to  proceed 
and  take  post  at  Standing  Bock  agency. 

In  April,  1877,  Companies  E  and  I,  Twentieth  Infantry,  were  transferred 
from  Lower  Brul6  agency  to  Cheyenne  agency;  in  July,  1877,  from 
Cheyenne  agency  to  Fort  Sally;  and  in  September,  1877,  from  Fort 
Sally  to  Fort  Sisseton  and  Peml>inA  respectively. 

In  April,  1S77,  Companies  1  and  E,  Seventeenth  Infitntry,  were  trans- 
ferred from  Cheyenne  agency  to  Standing  Bock  agency. 

In  April,  1877,  Company  H,  Sixth  Infantry,  was  traasferred  from  Fort 
Stevenson  toFortBuford,andin  the  present  month  has  been  transferred 
back  to  Fort  Stevenson. 

In  May,  1877,  Company  B,  Twentieth  Infantry,  was  transferred  from 
Fort  Bipley  to  Fort  Snelling, 

In  May,  1877,  Company  C,  Twentieth  Infantry,  was  transferred  fh>m 
Fort  Snelling  to  Fort  Bice,  and  in  September  from  Fort  Bice  to  Fort 
Totten. 

In  May,  1877,  Company  B,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  was  transferred  firom 
Fort  Sisseton  to  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  is  now  under  orders  to  pro- 
ceed and  take  station  at  Standing  Bock  agency. 

Id  June,  1877,  Companies  A  and  I,  Seventh  Infantry,  were  transferred 
from  Fort  Shaw  to  establish  the  post  of  Fort  Missoula,  Mont.;  Com- 
pany I  was  assignetl  to  the  post  as  regular  garrison,  and  Company  A  for 
temporary  duty.  These  companies  are  now  under  orders  to  return  and 
take  stations  at  Fort  Shaw. 

In  July,  1877,  Companies  A,  B,  and  H,  Eleventh  Infkntry,  fh>m  Stand* 
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ing  Bock  agency,  and  companies  C,  F,  and  O,  EtsTentb  Infantry,  from 
Cbeyenne  agency,  srrive<l  at  the  month  of  the  Little  Big  Horn  Bivei, 
Id  Montana,  and  proceeded  to  establish  the  new  post  at  that  pdnt. 
CotDpanies  B,  C,  F,  and  H  were  assigued  to  the  post  as  regolar  garrison, 
and  U  ompanies  A  and  G  for  temporary  dnty.  Company  6  is  nov  n 
rovte  to  resume  statioD  at  Cheyenne  agency,  and  Company  A  is  nnder 
orders  to  proceed  to  the  same  point  and  there  take  station. 

In  July,  187T,  Company  O,  TweDtieth  Infantry,  was  transferred  ftom 
Fort  Bipley  to  Fort  Snelling. 

Id  August,  1877,  Company  D,  Seventh  Infantoy,  on  detacfaed  serricc 
in  the  field,  was  assigned  to  temporary  doty  at  Fort  Mtsaoala,  and  a  . 
now  under  orders  to  retorn  and  resume  station  at  Camp  Baker.  | 

In  September,  1877,  Company  A,  Sixth  Infantry,  was  transferred  from 
Standing  Bock  agency  to  Fort  Bice;  Company  A,  Twentieth  Infanlrr, 
from  Fort  Sewam  to  Fort  Sisseton;  and  Company  H,  Twentieth  In- 
fantry, from  Standing  Bock  agency  to  Fort  Totten. 

In  September,  1877,  the  regimental  headqaarters  and  Companies  D 
and  E,  Second  Cavalry,  arrived  and  took  station  at  Fort  Caster. 

In  Uctober,  1877,  Gompauies  0  and  M,  Second  Cavalry,  arrived  and 
took  station  at  Fort  Coster;  and  Companies  A,  B,  E,  and  I,  same  regi- 
ment, arrived  and  took  station  at  Fort  Keogh. 

On  the  7th  of  the  present  month,  the  regimental  headqnsrtera  and 
Companies  A,  E,  C,  F,  and  K,  of  the  Thinl  Begiment  of  infantry,  ar- 
rived at  Helena,  Mont.,  and  there  took  station.  On  the  same  date,  Com- 
pany G  of  the  regiment  arrived  at  Camp  Baker,  and  there  took  post, 
and  the  remaining  Companies  of  the  regiment  (B,  D,  H,  and  I)  are  no* 
en  route  to  take  station  at  Fort  IMissoula. 

Fort  Shaw,  Helena  Barracks,  Forts  Btlis  and  Missonla,  Camp  Bakei 
and  Fort  Benton,  constitute  the  district  of  Montana,  with  headqaarten 
at  Fort  Shaw. 

Forts  Keogh  and  Cu8t«r  and  the  temporary  snbposts  of  Fort  PM 
constitute  the  district  of  the  Yellowstone,  with  headquarters  at  Fwt 
Keogh. 

Forts  Abraham  Lincoln,  Rioe.  and  Stevenson,  and  Standing  Bock 
agency  constitnte  the  middle  district,  with  headquarters  at  Fort  Abra 
ham  Lincoln  (at  present  temporarily  at  Standing  Bock  agency). 

Forts  BandfttI  and  Sully,  and  Lower  Brnl4,  Cheyenne,  Spotted  Tail, 
and  Bed  Cloud  agencies  constitute  the  southern  district,  with  headquar- 
ters at  Clieyenne  agency. 

Forts  Snelling,  Sisseton,  Totten,  Pembina,  and  Bnford  are  Independ- 
ent posta,  reporting  directly  to  Department  headquarters. 

The  following  tables  show  the  strength  of  the  several  garriaoDS  at  tbe 
date  of  the  last  returns  received  at  these  headquarters : 
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In  pnrenance  or  inatractiona  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  Wir. 
Forts  Sipley,  Abercrombie,  and  Seward  have  beeu  nbaodoned.  Fori 
Kipley  was  discontinued  on  the  11th  of  July,  Abercrombie  on  the^ 
of  .Octob<^r,  and  Seword  on  the  30th  of  September,  1877. 

THE  SODTHBBK  DISTEICT. 

The  movements  of  troops  in  the  sonthero  district,  other  than  tlioFf 
already  mentioned,  have  been  few  in  number  and  of  comparativel.vliillt 
importance.  Early  in  April,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  LienteiAot- 
General,  one  company  of  the  First  Infantry  from  Fort  Randall  vas  ()^ 
tailed  to  escort  the  Ponca  Indians,  then  aboat  to  t>e  removed  from  llieir 
old  reservation  on  the  MiBsond  Biver  to  the  Indian  Territory.  Tbii 
company  proceeded  as  far  as  Oolumbns,  in  N^ebraska,  and  thence  rettuced 
to  its  post. 

Id  July,  during  the  riots  at  Chicago,  two  companies  of  the  same  rein- 
men  t,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  headquarters  of  the  miliUn 
division  of  the  Missouri,  were  sent  to  that  place.  They  returned  to  tleii 
station  in  August. 

In  April  two  companies  of  the  First  Infantry  from  Port  Solly  and  two 
companies  of  the  same  regiment  fVom  Standing  Bock  were  united  a^i 
battalion  and  sent,  under  the  command  of  Maj.  H.  U.  Laselle,  First  Iif 
fantry,  to  the  district  of  the  Yellowstone  for  duty  in  the  Sold.  Thm 
companies  are  now  under  orders  to  retnrn  to  the  district. 

Appended  hereto  are  the  reports  of  Col.  W.  E.  Wood,  Eleventh  In- 
fantry, the  commanding  officer  of  the  district,  and  the  reports  of  ttw 
commandera  of  the  posts  which  it  comprises. 

THE  HIDDI^  DISTRICT. 

From  this  district  all  the  mounted  force — eleven  companies  of  thf 
Seventh  Cavalry — was  detached  early  in  April,  and  sent  to  the  distrin 
of  the  Yellowstone.  In  Augnst  the  remaining  company  of  the  same 
regiment  was  detached  from  the  garrison  of  Fort  Totten  and  brougbE 
into  the  district.  Since  that  time  it  has  beeu  kept  constantly  eo]plo,veJ 
in  patrolling  and  gnarding  the  stnge-ronte  from  Bismarck  to  DeadwooJ 
in  the  Black  Bills.  From  Standing  Bock  nnmerons  small  parties  ha^f. 
from  time  to  time  been  sent  out  to  patrol  the  country  within  80  or  !<■* 
miles  of  the  pout  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  concealed  herds  of  Indtan 
ponies  and  obtaining  information.  This  duty  has  heen  well  and  seal 
ously  performed.  The  unusual  quiet  which  has  prevailed  in  this  districti 
during  the  year,  the  result  of  the  operations  in  the  field  during  the  pn-' 
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cediniT  snininer,  of  tfae  aotirity  dUplayeil  dariog  last  winter  by  Colonel 
MileoftcdbiBforcein  thediatriet  of  tbeTellonstoue,  and  of  thomeasnres 
taken  last  aatama  at  Standing  Bock  and  Obeyenae  ageaoy,  leaves  very 
little  to  be  said  here  in  refcard  to  its  atfiiira. 

I  append  tfae  report  of  Lien  ten  ant-OuloDel  Carlin,  Seventeenth  Infan- 
try, wbo  commaDds  the  district,  and  the  reports  of  tbepoat  commanders 
serving  auder  him.    I  refer  to  them  for  more  miuate  details. 

DISTBICT  OF  THE  TEIXOW8TONB. 

In  tliia  distriot  the  gretiteBt  activity  has  been  displayed  by  the  troops 
and  by  tbeir  commander,  Ool.  X.  A.  Miles,  of  the  Fifth  Infantry, 

The  great  extent  of  country  within  the  reach  of  operations  from  Fort 
Keogh  has  been  patrolled  in  every  direction  and  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year,  winter  as  well  as  sninmer,  and  no  rest  has  been  given  to  the  hos- 
tile bauds  which  infested  it.  Besides  afE'atrs  of  lesser  note,  three  im- 
portant actions  have  been  fonghl  and  results  ot  the  greatest  value  have 
been  obtained.  For  a  proper  understanding  of  Colonel  Uiles's  opera- 
tions and  the  difllcnities  with  which  he  contended,  it  is  necessary  to 
revert  to  some  matters  mentioned  in  my  last  annual  report. 

Dnring  the  campaign  of  1S7S  it  became  evident  that  to  contend  snc- 
cessfnlly  with  the  hostile  Sionx  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  a  firm  foot- 
hold on  tfae  Yellowstone  River,  to  establish  posts  which  would  serve  as 
bases  of  supply  for  troops  operating  tu  the  field  and  from  which  the 
winter  camps  of  the  Indians  could  be  reached.  The  oonstrnctioD  of 
these  poattt  had  long  before  been  recommended  by  the  Lieut  en  ant-Gen- 
eral, but  it  was  not  nntit  their  necessity  had  been  demonstrated  by 
events  that  appropriations  were  made  lor  them. 

On  the  2Sth  of  AngnHt  I  received  from  the  Lieutenant-tieneral  instruc- 
tions to  establish  a  cantonment  at  the  mouth  of  Tongue  Biver,  and  to 
station  there  the  Fifth  Infantry,  under  Colonel  Miles,  and  six  companies 
of  the  Twenty-second  Infantry  under  LienC.  Col.  E.  S.  Otis.  Prior  to 
this  time  but  six  companies  of  the  Fifth  had  ret>orted  on  tfae  Yellowstone ; 
but  at  the  same  time,  with  these  instmctioiis,  two  additional  companies 
of  the  regiment,  under  Lieu  tenant- Colonel  Whistler,  arrived  by  steamer 
at  Powder  Biver.  They  were  immediately  sent  to  the  mouth  of  tfae 
Tongue  under  orders  to  commence  building  the  cantonment.  Six  days 
later,  Colonel  Miles,  with  the  companies  which  had  participated  in  the 
campaign,  and  the  two  remaining  companies  of  bis  regiment— which  in 
the  mean  time  had  reported — was  put  en  route  for  the  same  place.  At 
this  time  tfae  water  in  the  Yellowstone  had  fallen  so  low  that  Glendive 
Creek  faad  become  the  head  of  navigation.  It  was  therefore  necessary 
to  unload  the  steamers  bringing  supplies  and  establish  a  temporary 
depot  at  that  point.  Four  of  the  six  companies  of  the  Twenty-second 
Infantry  were  assigned  to  duty  there,  and  were  directed  to  but  them- 
selves. The  two  other  companies  were,  on  the  11th  of  Beptember,  put 
JD  motion  fur  Tongue  Biver.  Companies  C  and  O  of  the  Seventeenth 
Infantry,  under  command  of  Capt.  L.  H.  Sanger,  were  also  ordered  to 
Oleudive;  they  arrived  there  on  the  9th  of  September  and  remained 
until  the  2d  of  December,  when  they  were  relieved  and  brought  to  tbelr 
proper  stations  lu  Dakota. 

Soon  after  the  establishment  of  this  camp,  the  Yellowstone  ceased  to 
be  navigable  for  any  considerable  distance  above  its  month,  and  it  be- 
came necessary  to  resort  to  land-transportation  for  the  supply  of  the 
cantonment  at  Tongue  River ;  but  the  stores  which  had  been  gathered, 
and  whicfa  subsequently  accumulated  tbeie,  made  it  necessary  to  keep 
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np  thA  depot  dariog  the  vint«r,  and  it  was  not  finally  abandoned 
nntil  tfae  25th  of  the  following;  Uay,  thoogb  previons  to  that  tJme— oa 
the  tith  of  Uarob — the  garrison  waa  redu^  to  two  oompsnies  by  tb« 
removal  of  the  two  other  compaoies  to  Tongae  Kiver.  The  troops  thni 
stationed  on  the  Yellowstone  bad  now  before  them  a  three-fold  ta^—to 
bnild  the  cantonments  at  Tongue  River  and  Glendive  Greek ;  to  bring 
np  the  sapplies  necessary  to  their  existence;  and  to  operate  as  for  u 
possible  against  the  hostile  Sioux,  attacking  and  banLSsiog  them  io 
their  winter  camps.  How  well  this  task  was  performed  events  hsre 
shown.  The  situation  at  Tongue  Kiver  was  favorable  for  the  oonstroc- 
tion  of  the  cantonment,  for  an  abundant  supply  of  timber  was  foond 
within  easy  reach  of  the  site  selected.  At  first  the  snpply  of  tools  was 
scanty ;  but  all  deficiencies  were  supplied  by  the  energy  and  seal  of  tbe 
officers  and  men,  and  comfortable  barracks  and  qnarters  with  aaffldsot 
storage-room  for  tbe  eecnrity.of  supplies  were  speedily  constmcted. 

At  Glendive  the  huts,  though  originally  intended  for  but  a  temporary 
purpose,  afforded  tolerably  good  shelter  throughout  tbe  winter. 

After  the  navigation  of  tbe  Yellowstone  clo»ed,  all  supplies  iDtended 
for  Glendive  and  tbe  cantonment  were  necessarily  sent  to  Bafurd,  and 
thence  ap  the  north  bank  of  the  Yellowstone. 

It  was  late  in  tbe  season  when  this  work  began,  and  it  was  prolonged 
far  into  tbe  winter,  imposing  much  severe  labor  upon  the  troopa  em- 

?loyed  as  escorts  to  the  trains,  and  subjecting  them  to  great  hardship, 
be  stores  brought  np,  however,  were  ample  io  quantity,  except  in  tbe 
single  article  of  forage,  and  no  suflieriug  or  serions  inconvenience  re- 
salted  from  any  deficiency  of  supplies. 

Tbe  first  encounters  of  the  troops  on  the  Yellowstone  with  hostile 
Indiana,  occurred  early  in  October  on  the  rood  from  Olendive  Creek  to 
Tongue  Biver.  These  affiiirs  were  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  but  I 
bad  not  then  received  tbe  reports  of  all  the  offloera  concerned,  and  i 
was  not  able  to  give  full  delnits;  for  the  pnrpoae  of  doing  this  and  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  up  tbe  connection  of  events,  I  emlHMlj  herein 
tbe  following  reports  of  Capt  G.  W.  Miner,  Lientenant-Uolonel  Cti)s 
and  Colonel  Uiles : 

D  IVPANTRV. 

:.  OaaUr  13.  ISTfL 

Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  inronn  joa  that  a  loaded  train  at*rt«d  Itoid  tltia  atMioo  (oi 
Tonrue  Kiver  od  the  lOth  JDstaDt.  under  Ihe  conimaod  of  Capt.  C.  W.  Hinpr,  Twenlj-fM^ 
ond  Inrantrj,  and  iBlarned  tbe  next  daj,  the  reaaoni  for  wbich  are  foil;  set  Torth  in  the  ae- 
companjin^  report  of  Captain  Miner.  ' 

1  bare  cansM  the  train  to  be  reorjtaniaed  and  will  Btan  with  it  ni7Milf  tCf-morrow  mnmiiit 
with  oompaniM  C  and  0,  Berenlaenth  Infantry,  and  O,  H,  and  K,  TwMtj-eeODiid  Inf^ntrr. 
which  furce  will  have  one  hundred  and  eight;  rSes  ;  I  will  alio  take  a  Kction  of  Gsllinj: 
l^una,  calibre  50.  I  hare  ao  few  aervic^abie  horsea  here  that  I  cannot  bare  more  than  tbrpf 
or  four  mounted  men.  1  am  aatiafied  from  all  the  iulormation  I  can  ([HtbBr,  that  tbore  iia 
Tar^  force  of  Indiana  in  tbe  couutr;.  who  aeem  la  tie  bold  aod  defiant ;  Ihe;  hare  bren 
hoverlni  ronnd  thii  camp  on  both  aldea  of  the  river  for  tbe  paat  two  da;a :  and  no  doubt  ii 
la  their  plan  leatlempl  tobreali  npthe  communication  betweRD  thia  place  and  Ton ^ne  Rirrr; 
bat  I  think  we  can  paax  tbrou|;h  the  country  witli  tbe  force  I  am  taking.  I  leave  this  cani 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Clarke,  Twenty-aecoud  Infantry,  with  Eia  company  (I>,  and 
with  the  man  attached  he  will  have  eij;hly  rifiea  and  one  GattinK  pun,  Mlibie  4ii. 
Very  TeBpeclfnlly,  yonr  obedient  aervani, 

E.  T.  OTIS. 
£wii(aaaKl-C(rfoNri  TiMafjf-aacoad  ttfautr^,  Coamtaarfiaf . 
ASSIBTAHT-ADJUTAirT  Gehrral, 

litpartrntat  of  Oakota,  Sotnl  P«f,  Jtiaa. 
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Cahf  Mouth  or  OLBMDiTit  Ckeek, 

OetabtT  n,  1B76. 

Sir  :  Id  compliance  with  Ihe  rerbal  ordera  of  Ibe  connnanding^  ofBcer,  I  hava  the  honor 
to  report  that  od  the  moroiog  ot  the  10th  iDstant,  I  started  for  Tongiie  River  with  a  tr^n  of 
iiiaety-four  wagoni  and  one  ambulaace,  eacorled  bj  foai  companies  of  iofantrj,  strength  m 
follows : 

Company  C.  SereDtientb  TTniied  States  In Ikotij 39 

Companr  H,  Twentj-second  United  States  Infsotiy  > 

Compaoj  O,  Twenlj  aeoaod  Unlled  States  Infanlr/  >St(eD^h  not  slated. 

Compaoy  K,  TweDtr-second  Uuited  States  Infantry  ) 

That  I  moved  from  camp  at  the  mouth  of  Qiendive  Creek  at  balf-put  t«D  in  tha  morning. 
Bo  soon  as  the  head  of  my  train  appeared  on  tlie  bills,  on  the  west  side  of  the  camp,  1  saw 
a  signal  Gre  spring  np  on  the  opposite  banh  of  the  Yellowstone  Eirer,  some  ten  tnilea  above 
Hnd  opposite  Ihe  camp  I  intended  to  mahe  that  evening.  I  arriv  d  In  camp — what  is  called 
Fouileen-mile  Camp— about  Eve  in  the  eveoine.  The  camp  is  in  the  bed  of  the  creek  and 
coinniauded  by  hilU  at  short  range  on  all  sides  but  the  sonth,  where  it  ii  open  toward  the 
Yellowslonf,  there  Is  a  good  deal  of  brush  and  soma  timber  along  the  bODKs  of  the  creek. 
ISie  corids  were  mode  as  compactly  as  possible  for  Ihe  nigbt  and  eecnred  with  ropee.  The 
companies  were  Camped  close  to  them,  two  on  each  side.  Thirty-six  men  and  fanr  non- 
com  missioned  oScera  were  detailed  for  guard.  Two  reserve*  were  fuTmedand  placed  on  the 
flaahs  not  protected  by  the  companies.  At  !l  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  lllh  the  Indians  made  an 
atlsck  on  camp  accompanied  by  yells  and  a  hot  Gre,  from  a  ravine  about  two  hundred  yards 
away.  The  fire  was  entirely  directed  on  the  corral  and  they  had  the  range  exactly.  This 
fire  exclled  the  mules  so  thai  they  broke  the  ropes  of  the  corrals  and  stampeded,  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  Indians;  forty-one  from  the  government  train  and  lii  from  the^p.  One 
mule  was  shot  through.  The  firing  continued  for  abont  half  an  hour,  when  the  Indiaoa 
moved  off,  not  only  the  party  who  had  done  the  firing  but  another  party  on  the  other  side  of 
the  camp,  who  bad  not  fired,  but  who  were  heard  lo  move  off. 

At  six  I  prepared  to  move  forward.  The  road  here  for  abont  three  miles  mni  np  the  bed 
of  Ihe  creek  camped  ou.  and  there  are  a  namber  of  cross  ravines.  After  the  train  started, 
but  before  ihe  rear  Rnord  had  left  camp,  Ihey  were  fired  upon  from  the  timber  skirting  the 
creek,  and  a  lari[B  body  of  Indians,  estimated  at  from  two  to  three  hundred,  came  over  the 
foot-hills  between  [he  camp  and  tbe  Yellowstone  River,  on  the  east  side  of  camp.  These 
Indians  engaged  the  reir  guard,  commanded  by  Captain  HcArthur,  Seventeenth  Infantry, 
Bt  Ions  nuige  and  kept  np  a  conlinual  skirmish,  firinK  out  of  all  tbe  depressions,  in  the 
ground  and  from  behind  the  crests  of  hills.  This  forced  me  to  move  ai  a  snail's  pace,  so  as 
to  keep  tbe  train  closed  up,  and  that  the  rear  guard  should  not  be  left  too  far  behind.  As 
soon  as  I  reached  the  high  prairie,  I  could  see  large  numbers  of  Indians  on  my  left  coming 
up  apparently  from  the  Yellowstone  Giver,  and  passing  to  my  front;  these  were  entirely 
distinct  and  in  addition  to  those  In  my  rear.  Hy  impression  was  that  they  iutended  lo  at- 
tack me  at  the  next  water.  Clear  <Jreek,  eight  miles  from  mj  cftmp  of  the  night  of  IDth 
instant.  Clear  Crrek  Is  a  deep  ravine,  very  bad  to  cut  down  to,  and  hard  to  pull  op  out  of: 
it  is  so  narrow  that  the  hills  on  either  side  wiit  command  its  entire  width.  At  half-past  1 1 
n.m,,  I  had  eolten  withto  about  half  a  mile  of  ClearCreek.  Hy  rear  was  still  fired  on,  and 
Indians  could  be  seen  on  all  lidea.  I  sent  mv  wagon- master  ahead  lo  examine  ClearCreek, 
if  poMible;  he  came  hack  and  reported  thai  he  saw  twelve  in  the  ravine  through  which  bo 
would  be  obliged  to  descend,  and  that  he  bad  heard  fiirng  on  ihe  creek  itself  and  believed 
they  were  in  force  there.  1  st  once  decided  that  in  the  crippled  condition  of  tbe  tr^n  it 
would  be  brst  to  return  lo  tbe  camp  at  Ihe  month  of  Qiendive  Creek.  My  reasons  went 
these.  So  far  Ihe  Indians  had  shown  a  force,  as  near  as  I  coold  estimate,  of  from  four  to  six 
hundred ;  their  signal  ftna  were  sprineiug  np  in  ail  direclioas.  I  was  satisfied  that  if  I 
took  the  train  into  Ihe  bed  of  Clear  Creek,  that  it  would  bealtacked,  and  be  so  much  fartber 
crippled  as  to  necessitate  Ihe  abandonment  of  some  of  tbe  wagons.  Thai  the  same  per- 
formance would  lake  place  at  tbe  next  creek  and  )n  all  probability  in  much  larger  force,  If 
I  were  not  compelled  to  camp  away  from  both  wood  and  water.  That  with  Ihe  force  I  ho^  I 
could  not  cover  the  herd  In  its  necessary  grazing,  that  in  going  forward  I  should  lose  tb« 
major  part  of  tbe  train,  and  finally  that  if  I  turned  at  once  I  could  lake  the  train  back  to 
tbe  supply  camp  In  safety.  I  ai  once  turned  back  up  Clear  Creek  lo  reach  tbe  upper  trail, 
and  reached  it  in  about  two  miles.  This  trail  is  on  high  open  ground,  aud  there  are  no 
intersecting  ravines,  so  tbat  It  gave  me  all  the  advantage  in  niovinr-  So  soon  as  I  reached 
the  new  trail,  the  attack  in  my  rear  ceased,  althoogh  tbe  Indlaos  followed  me  at  some  dis- 
tance and  could  be  seen  in  small  parties  till  late  in  the  afternoon.  I  had  no  further  trouble 
with  them,  and  reached  camp  at  9  p.  m.,  after  a  hard  march  of  29  miles.  In  closing  I  wish 
to  stale  that  it  is  my  belief  that  a  much  larger  foroe  Ihan  four  companies  of  about  forty  men 
each  will  be  reqnired  to  force  the  train  throDgh.  That  it  should  be  supplied  with  a  force  of 
at  least  twenty-four  good  mounted  men,  plenty  of  water  kegs  kept  constantly  filled,  and  not 
used  from  aicept  In  case  of  real  necessity,  and  at  least  one  gun — two  would  be  belter. 

In  reply  lo  the  signal  fires,  I  saw  a  dense  smoke  arise  apparently  In  Ihe  little  Missouri 
country  i^Mnt  tbe  bMd  «f  Beaver,  and  believe  that  one  of  (heir  many  camps  wiUi  theii  &ml- 
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11m  !■  In  thkt  aecUan  nf  conntrr,  and  thu  than  ii  k  omp  Himswhere  kbont  O'FUIon  Cn«k 
for  th«  parpoM  of  uinojlDg  tnma.  Tbe  men  and  offieen  did,  M  of  thsui,  eiccpdin^j  vdl, 
and  it  it  due  to  tbam  that  tbe  tnia  e*aia  bfT  m  well  u  it  did.  The  waKoa-muten  wen  tbe 
odIt  men  thai  I  had  available  as  econte,  and  wera  inralnable  to  m*  in  UuU  c»paci^  ia 
lookintr  over  Ibe  coantr?  in  mj  ftonL 

Verv  retpectfullv,  yoai  obedient  MlTsnt, 

CHABLEB  W.  MINEH. 

Poar  AuiUTAirt. 


Hkadqdartess  B*TTALioir  Twebtt-secokd  Imtaktht, 

SUtion  %iar  Gtcniin  Ontk.  Mmtnm,  OctiAtr  27.  IBTfi. 
Sir:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  report  Ibat,  u  commuiiicAled  in  cnv  letter  of  tbe  13lh  instant 
to  tbe  beadqnerten  of  tbe  department,  I  commenced  tlie  trip  to  Ton^ne  Biver  with  tbe  mp- 
pl7-train  upon  the  mominfc  of  the  14lh  initant.  Forty-one  of  the  citizen  teameters,  having 
betwDie  loo  greatlv  demoialiied  lu  conlinue  aervice  upon  the  ro«d,  were  diacharged  and  tbe 
oeceaaarv  placet  filled  with  enlisted  men.  The  (rain  couwsted  of  eisbtj-Bii  wagons  and  (he 
escort  Of  Cooipaniea  C  and  O,  Berenleenth  Infantry,  and  O,  H,  and  K,  TweDtv  second  In- 
fantrv.  De  ails  were  msde  fcom  Ibeee  companies  and  left  behind  with  Captain  Clai  ke,  com- 
manding Cotnpanj  I,  Twenty.iecond  Infsulrj,  who  was  directad  to  rrmun  al  Olendive: 
and  fail  comawnd,  thus  re-enfoiced,  coneieled  of  four  officers  and  ninetj-seveQ  enlisted  men. 
Tbe  train  eicort  eoneisted  of  eleven  comDiisaioDed  officers  (myself  Induded)  and  one  hun- 
dred and  eigbtj-five  enlialed  men.  We  prorecded  tbe  first  day  H  miles  and  encamped  upon 
the  broad  bottom  of  tbe  Yellowstone  Blrer.  without  discoverine  a  sign  of  tbe  presence  of  tha 
Indians.  During  tbe  night  a  small  Ibieving  party  was  fired  apoa  bj  the  picket,  but  ibe 
party  escaped,  leaving^  behind  a  single  pony  with  its  trappings,  which  was  kiliiBd.  At  dawn 
of  day  upon  tbe  IGth  the  train  pulled  out  in  two  strings  and  proceeded  quietly  to  Sprior 
Creek,  d  1st  in  t  from  camp  about  three  miles.  Tlwn  1  directed  two  monuted  n>en  (Scout 
Robert  Jackson  and  Ssrgeant  Kelly, Company  F,  Twenty-second  Infantry)  to  station  them- 
selves open  a  bill  beyond  tbe  creek  and  walcb  carefally  the  surrounding  country  until  tbe 
train  should  pass  tbrougb  the  defile.  Tbe  men  advano^  at  swirt  pace  in  tbe  proper  direc- 
tioa,  and,  wbeu  within  iS)  yards  of  tbe  dreignated  spot,  they  received  a  volley  from  a  nambcr 
of  concealed  Indians,  when  snddetily  men  and  Indinns  came  leaping  down  tbe  binff.  Tbe 
men  escaped  without  injury  to  person,  altboagb  their  clothing  was  riddled  with  bullela.  I 
quickly  Mvanced  a  thin  skirmish-line  to  the  bluffs,  which  drove  out  forty  or  tifty  Indians, 
and,  making  a  similar  movement  on  tbe  opposite  flank,  tbe  train  passed  ihrough  the  gorge 
and  gained  tbe  high  tablB.land.  Here  three  or  four  scouts,  sent  out  by  Colonel  Uites  from 
Tongue  River,  joined  us.  Thej  bad  been  driven  into  tbe  timber  on  the  previaoB  eveniiig, 
then  corraled  i  had  loet  their  burses  and  one  of  their  number,  and  eecapsd  to  the  blofiit  oa-  ' 
der  cover  of  tbe  darkness.  Tbe  dead  scout  was  foond  and  buried.  Tbn  train  proceeded 
qnietlv  along  the  level  pndrie,  surronnded  by  tbe  skirmisb-line,  and  tbe  Indians  were  com- 
ing Ibick  and  fsat  from  the  direction  of  Cabin  Creek  ;  but  few  shots  were  eicliiuiged  and 
both  partiee  were  preparing  for  tbe  struggle,  which  it  was  evidenl  would  takeplace  mt  tbe 
deep  and  broken  ravine  of  Clear  Creek,  through  which  tbe  train  must  past.  We  cautiODaly 
entered  tbe  ravine,  and  from  one  bnndrod  ana  fifty  to  two  bundrad  Indians  had  gmined  tbe 
snnoanding  bluffs  to  our  left.  Signal  fires  were  lighted  for  miles  aronud,  and  extended  far 
away  on  the  opposite  side  of  tbe  YAlowstone.  Tbe  prairiQ*  to  our  front  wete  fired  and  strnl 
iip  vast  clouds  of  smoke.  We  had  no  artlUer;  and  nothing  remained  to  do  except  to  ch&r)re  i 
the  bluffs.  Company  Q,  Bevent««ntb,  and  Company  H,  Twenty-second  Inlantrj,  w«re 
thrown  forward  upon  the  rnn,  and  gallantlv  scaled  the  bluffs,  answering  tbe  Indian  j»Il  I 
with  one  equally  as  barbarous  and  dnving  back  tbe  enemy  to  another  ridge  of  hills.  We 
then  watered  all  the  slock  at  the  creek,  took  on  water  for  the  men,  and  the  train  ajowly  as- 
cended the  bluffs.  Tbe  country  dow  aaiToiuidinK  tis  was  much  brukeu,  tbe  Indiana  con- 
tinued to  increase  in  numbers,  snrroDnded  the  tnUn,  and  tbe  entire  escort  became  engmg^d. 
The  train  was  drawn  np  in  fonrstringsand  theantire  escort  enveloped  it  by  a  thin  skirmiah- 
line.  In  that  formation  we  adTsneed,  tbe  Indiana  pressing  every  pirint,  especially  the  lesr. 
which  was  only  enabled  to  follow  by  obarging  tbe  enemy  and  tben  retrasting  rapidly  towwil 
the  Irain,  taking  advantage  of  tbe  knolls  and  ridges  in  its  course.  The  flanks  were  ad- 
vanced about  a  tbousaud  yards,  and  the  roid  was  opened  in  tbe  front  by  repeated  chareca. 
In  tbis  manner  we  advani^  several  miles  and  then  halted  for  the  night  upon  a  depmsaion 
of  the  high  prairie,  tbe  escort  holding  tbe  surrounding  ridge.  The  ludisna  bad  now  M- 
lempted  every  artifice.  They  had  pressed  every  point  of  Uie  line;  faadmnlbeir  fires  through 
the  train,  which  we  were  compelled  to  cross  with  great  rapidity )  bad  endeavored  to  nppro&ch 
lloder  the  cover  of  the  smoke  when  they  found  themselves  overmalcbed  by  the  offiuars  and 
men,  who,  taking  advaotage  of  the  cover,  moved  forward  and  took  them  al  close  rmngiL 
They  bad  met  with  coniidorable  loss  ;  a  good  number  of  tbeir  saddle*  were  emptied  and 
several  ponies  wounded.  Their  firing  was  wild  in  tbe  extreme,  and  I  should  conaitler  tbem 
tbe  poorest  of  marksmen.    For  several  hours  they  kept  up  a  brisk  fiiB  and  wounded  but 


QKSE&kL  OF  THE  ABUT, 


UpoD  Iha  morning  of  (be  I6th  the  tnia  palled  out  in  fonr  gtringi  aod  we  took  op  th« 
sdTuice,  formed  Mupon  tbe  pravioai  d&j.  Many  Indiaoi  occupied  ifae  gDrroandioK  hilU, 
sad  loon  s  ninner  kpprwKbed  uid  left  k  commaDic&tion  apan  a  diabuiC  bill.  It  wm  bronght 
ia  bj  the  Kont  Jackioti,  and  nmd  u  follows : 

"  Tkllow  STOKE. 

"  I  wKDl  to  know  what  jon  m  ioiog  Iravelin^f  on  tbii  road.  Yoa  acare  all  tbe  buSalo 
away.  I  want  to  hoDt  on  the  plae«.  I  want  yon  to  tarn  back  from  here.  If  you  doo'I,  I 
will  fight  yon  again.     I  waut  yoa  to  leave  wbal  joa  hare  got  here,  sad  tuia  back  from 

"I  utyoQT  friend, 

"BITTING  BDLL." 

''  I  mean  nil  tbe  Tationi  yoa  hftve  got,  and  some  powder.  Wiib  yon  wonld  writs  a*  eooq 
as  yon  can," 

I  directed  the  Koat  Jackeon  to  inform  tba  Indiana  that  I  had  uothinf;  to  asy  in  reply,  ex 
cept  that  we  iatanded  to  take  tbe  tnia  tbroiigh  to  Tougae  River,  aad  that  we  abuuld  be 
pleaied  to  accommodate  them  at  any  time  wi^  a  fight.  The  train  conlinned  to  proceed, 
and  stiout  eight  o'clock  the  Indiana  again  began  to  gather  fur  battln.  We  paiied  tbroagh 
tbe  long  aarrow  gorge  near  Bad  Konte  Creek,  eicbanging  bat  few  ihot^  and  soon  reached 
the  creek,  when  we  agwa  watered  tbe  atock  aad  took  on  wood  and  water,  consamiDg  in 
this  Ubor  about  an  hoar's  time.  When  we  had  pulled  up  tbe  gentle  aacant.  the  Indiana 
bad  again  sarrounded  ob,  bat  the  lesion  of  the  previoai  day  taught  them  to  keep  at  1  <ng 
range,  and  there  was  but  little  firing  by  either  party.  I  counted  one  hundred  and  tidy  In- 
dians in  our  rear,  and  from  their  moTements  and  poutiona,  i  jndged  their  nambere  to  be 
between  three  aud  five  bnudred. 

After  proceeding  a  short  distaaoe  a  flag  of  truce  appeared  on  tbe  lefl  flank  borne  by  two 
Indians,  whom  I  directed  lo  be  allowed  to  eater  the  liaee.  They  proved  to  be  Indian  scouta 
from  Standing  Rock  agency,  bearing  dispatches  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carlin,  of  the 
Seven teeu th  Infao try,  statiae  that  they  bad  beea  lent  out  to  find  Ktting  Bull,  aud  to  endeavor 
to  inSaence  bim  loproi-eed  to  some  military  post  and  treat  for  peaee.  These  scouts  in* 
formed  me  that  they  had  that  momine  reached  tlie  camp  of  Sitting  Bull  and  Man-afrdd-of- 
fais-harMa,  near  the  month  of  Cabin  Trrek;  that  they  had  talked  with  Sitting  Bull,  who 
wished  to  see  me  outside  the  lines.  I  declined  the  invitation,  but  professed  a  willlDBness  to 
see  Sitting  Bull  within  my  own  lines.  The  seonts  left  me  and  soon  returned  with  three 
principal  soldiers  of  Sitlinff  Bull,  (he  last-namtid  iudividual  being  unwilling  to  trust  his 
person  within  oui  reach.  The  chiefs  said  that  their  people  were  very  an^ry  because  oar 
trains  were  driviug  away  the  bufliilo  from  their  hunUng  groauda ;  that  they  were  bnnrry 
sod  without  ammunition,  aud  that  they  especially  wished  to  obtain  the  latter :  that  they 
were  tired  of  tbe  war  and  desired  to  conclude  a  peace.  I  informed  them  that  I  could  not  giva 
them  ammnnition  ;  thst  had  they  saved  the  amount  already  wasted  upon  the  train  it  would 
have  sufficed  them  for  hunting  pnrposee  for  a  long  time;  that  I  had  no  authority  to  (teat 
-with  them  upon  any  terma  whatever ;  but  tbat  they  were  at  liberty  to  visit  Tongue  Biver 
and  there  make  known  conditions.  They  wished  to  know  what  assurance  I  could  eive 
them  of  their  safety  should  they  visit  that  place,  and  I  replied  that  I  could  give  them  nothing 
but  the  word  of  an  officer.  They  then  wished  rations  for  their  people,  promising  to  proceed  to 
Fort  Peck  Immediately,  and  from  there  to  ToDgne  Biver.  I  declined  to  give  them  the 
Tationa.  bat  finally  offered  theio,  oa  a  present,  one  hundred  and  &(ly  pounds  of  hard  bread 
0  sides  of  bacon,  which  they  gladly  accepted.  The  train  moved  on,  and  the  Indians 
"    "  "      ■  igdayl   "  '    •    -    '"-       '      "   '  >-  '- 


Upon  the  following  day  I  saw  a  nitmber  of  them  from  Cedar  Creek,  far  away 

tl  after  that  time  they  disappeared  entirely.     Upon  ■'-    — ' -.i.  .u.i. 

I  met  Colonel  Mills,  encamped  with  his  entire  reeimeut  on  Coster 


the  right,  and  after  that  time  they  disappeared  entirely.     Upon  the  evoning  of  the  IHth, 
..„v      ,,..,.  ■     ...   f-  ..     "aster  Creek.    Alarmed  for  the 


tbe  situation  of  affairs,  aud  informed  him  t 
the  month  of  Cabin  Creek  or  far  away  on  bis  left,  traveling  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Peck. 
He  concluded  to  go  on  to  Cherry  Creek  and  there  await  my  return  from  Tongue  Biver,  hot 
having  reacbed  that  point  he  found  tbe  Indians  engaged  in  hunting  the  large  bands  of 
buffalo  which  were  roaming  between  tbat  and  Cedar  Creek.  His  futare  operations  I  believe 
he  has  fully  reported,  and  forwarded  his  dispatches  by  couriera.  I  returned  to  this  station 
with  the  train  yesterday,  the  36lh  Instant,  having  consumed  thirteen  daya  in  making  the 
journey.  The  Uain  waa  rstnmad  richer  by  two  mnlsa  and  two  horse*  than  when  it  started 
out,  and  suffered  no  loss. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  both  ofl^cers  and 
men.  Tbe  officers  obeved  instructions  with  alacrity,  and  eiecnted  their  orders  with  great 
efficiency.  They  fought  the  enemy  twelve  bonra  and  fired  daring  that  time  upwards  of 
seven  thonsaud  rounds  of  ammunition.  They  defeated  a  strone  enemy,  e::tlmateil  by  many 
at  f^Di  seven  lo  eight  hundred,  which  had  defiantly  placed  himself  across  our  trail  with 
the  deliberate  purpose  of  capturing  the  train,  and  gave  him  a  lesson  which  be  will  heed 
And  never  forgeL    I  was  ably  assisted  by  Lieut.  O.  U.  Smith,  my  only  staff  officM.    All  i 
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otbtr  oflSe«n  were  Mrvtcg  with  the  eompanlM  and  fnrnlshed  to  tbeir  mini  exMmpim  of  lui' 
lau  eKpatnrB  and  gnti  eDdantOM, 

Verj  rMpeelfuUr,  yoni  oWlMit  wrrRDt, 

K  8.  0TI8, 
LiealnaM-Colomtl  Taenlf-tteOKJ  Ilffiudry,  Commaadimj. 
AnaifTAVT  Adjutamt-Okmkiial, 

HfJq—rtcTB  Departmenl  of  DakoU,  MmI  Ptal,  SUmm. 

Camp  opposttb  Cabik  Cbkek, 
On  Ikm  I'cJIoMtou  Rittr,  Oeioitr  35,  1876. 
Sir:  I  hars  th«  honoT  to  report  that  hitvlDg  ncaived  iDfarmalioD  of  tfa«  aovameDt  irf 
bMtilfi  [ndiani  froin  the  Miatfa  toward  tha  Tallowstone  ;  alio  of  tbe  deaign  of  SittiaK  Ball  to 

C  north  to  the  Bijc  Dry  for  buffitlo,  I  moved  with  the  Fifth  Infaotrf  to  intercept  or  fblloir 
I  tnovementx.  On  Caiter  Creek,  I  learned  that  he  bud  attacked  and  turned  back  om 
train  from  Gtendlve  and  made  a  second  aniaccessful  attack  apon  an  Mcort  and  uata  aaitt 
the  command  of  Colonel  Otii. 
nving  northeait  and  approa 

ben  and  preaented  ana^  OL  _    „ 

tw«en  tliB  lines.  He  expreesed  a  desire  to  ''  make  a  peace. "  He  deaimd  to  hnnt  biiKilD, 
lo  trade  (parlicularlr  for  ammunition),  and  avreed  that  the  Indians  vould  not  fire  npon 
soldiers  if  they  were  not  disturbed.  He  desired  to  know  why  the  saldiers  did  not  gv  iota  , 
winter  quarters  ;  and.  In  other  words,  he  desired  an  "  old-fashioned  peace  "  fiir  tke  winter. 
Ue  waa  informed  of  the  terms  of  the  govemment,  and  on  what  eroands  he  oonld  obtain 
peace,  and  that  be  must  brin^  his  tribe  in  near  our  camp.  The  inlerriew  endnl  near 
snnduwn  with  no  definite  result,  tbej  redring  to  tbeir  ramp,  and  taj  command  macinf  ' 
and  camping  on  Cedar  Creek,  in  position  to  move  easily  to  intercept  their  movement  norlb, 
Silting  Hull  was  told  to  comein  next  day.  As  tbe  commaud  was  moving;  north  between 
their  camp  and  tbe  Big  Dry,  ibey  araln  appeared  and  deeired  to  talk.  A  council  follawrd 
between  tlie  lines,  with  Siitinic  Bull,  Fretty  Bear  (chief  in  council).  Bull  Eagle,  Jobn  , 
Sbes  Arcs.  glandInK  Bear,  Oall  (war  chieO,  White  Boll,  and  others  of  their  be«i]awn 
preaenL  Bitting  Bull  was  anxious  for  peace,  provided  he  could  have  his  own  terms ;  yet  to 
surrender  to  the  Kovennient  would  be  a  loss  a(  prestifn  l«  him  as  a  ^reat  war  chief.  Hi) 
taste  and  ^reat  strangtb  Is  as  a  warrior,  and  I  should  jud^  that  iafluance  wonld  have  ^ttc> 
weight  with  him  as  against  wiser  oounsels.  Beveral  of  his  headmen  and  people,  I  bebcvr, 
desire  peace.  Tbe  demaads  of  the  government  were  fully  explained  to  him,  and  the  ooir 
terms  required  of  him  were  that  be  should  camp  his  tribe  on  some  p<dnt  on  the  Yellowatoae 
near  tbe  troops,  or  go  into  some  govemmBDCa^Dcy  and  place  his  people  under  snbjectioo 
to  tbe  {[ovemment.  He  said  be  would  come  in  to  trade  for  ammunition,  hut  wanted  do  ra- 
tions or  annuiliea,  aud  desired  (o  live  as  an  Indian  ;  gave  no  asinrance  of  good  faith,  and 
M  the  council  ended  was  told  that  a  non-acceptance  nf  tbe  liberal  terms  of  the  goTernnwDi 
would  beconsidered  an  act  of  hostility.  An  engagement  immediately  followed.  Tfaay  took 
position  on  a  line  of  hills  and  broke  gronnd,  occupying  every  monnd  and  ravine.  Tbej 
were  driven  from  every  part  of  (he  field,  throngb  their  camp-ground  and  down  Bad  Boms 
Creek,  and  finally  across  the  Yellowstone  at  tbe  ford  they  had  crossed  about  a  week  ago. 
In  their  camp  and  on  their  line  of  retreat,  tbey  abandoued  tons  of  dried  meat,  lodgn-poles, 
Iravois,  camp  equipage,  poulea,  and  broken-down  cavalry  horses,  &c  They  fought  priu- 
clpallj  dismounted,  and  were  driven  42  miles  to  the  aontli  tide  of  the  Yell')wstone.  DarioK 
the  fight,  as  we  pa-sed  rapidly  over  the  field,  five  dead  warriors  were  reported  lo  me  na  led 
on  tbe  field,  besides  those  they  were  seen  to  carry  away.  I  intend  to  couMnne  tbe  paranit. 
They  are  in  grBHt  want  of  food,  their  stuck  is  nearly  worn  down,  and  (bey  cannot  have  ■ 
large  amount  of  ammunition.  Wbst  they  have  has  been  taken  from  citiiens  in  the  Black 
Hills,  from  troops  In  the  Custer  mansaoe,  or  from  friendly  Indians.  Several  of  the  Indians 
who  bad  just  come  out  from  tbe  Standing  Rocii  agency  were  seen  to  have  a  fresh  supply  of 
.,SD-caliber  ammunition.  Long  Dog,  one  of  Silting  Bull's  obiefs,  and  one  of  the  wornt  men 
in  the  tribe,  is  now  at  Peck  getting  ammunition. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  recommend  that  all  commanicalion  between  tbe  hostile  and  af^ency 
Indians,  except  through  military  channels,  be  discontinued,  when,  I  believe,  this  trouble 
can  be  settled  during  [lie  winter.  I  believe  that  Fort  Feck  shoald  be  nocnpled,  and  all  am- 
munition in  that  vicinity  seiied  by  tbe  government.  Since  tbe  engagement  I  believe  they 
will  be  more  inclined  to  make  peace.  Their  force  was  estimated  at  upward  of  four  ban- 
dred  lodges  and  nearly  one  thousand  warriors. 

If  tbey  do  not  accept  the  terms  of  the  government  within  one  month,  I  am  satiafiad  Ibey 
will  1^  to  Ibe  Bighorn  country  for  grass  and  game.  If  any  supplies  have  been  plaosd  la 
that  vidnity,  I  would  be  glad  to  be  apprised  of  it,  aa  the  command  maj  move  in  that  ditec- 
Uou, 

I  am,  sir,  vary  raspectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A,  MILES, 
Cohnul  Fj/U  Ii^anlTf,  Brawl  Jfwof-CaNsrwl  C«mmmmM»ir. 

Assistant  AoivTAiir-OznuRAL, 

DepaTltuM  of  Daiala,  8*iM  Pad,  Minn.  ,-  , 
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On  the  5tb  of  the  foIlowiDir  November,  Colonel  Miles,  learing  two 
lOmpanieB  of  tlie  Twenty-second  Infantry  to  garrison  the  cantonment, 
itarted,  with  the  whole  of  liia  own  regiment,  for  a  thorongh  and 
ixbaastive  reconnaissance  of  the  coantry  lying  between  the  Misaonri 
m  the  north,  the  Yellowstone  on  the  soath,  the  Mnsselshell  on  the  west, 
ind  the  Kedwater  on  the  esst.  The  whole  force  proceeded  to  Fort 
:>pck  on  the  Missonri,  where,  for  further  operations,  it  was  divided  into 
hree  detachments,  of  one  of  which  Colonel  Miles  himself  retained  the 
command.  A  second  detachment  waa  placed  under  the  command  of 
i^apt.  S.  Snyder,  of  the  Fifth  Infantry,  and  the  third  under  Lieut.  F.  D. 
Baldwin,  of  the  aame  regiment.  Captain  Snyder  returned  to  the  can- 
oument  on  the  10th  of  Decemlier,  having  marched  308  miles,  and 
Jolonel  Miles  returned  on  the  14th  of  the  same  month,  having  marched 
LOS  miles.  Lieutenant  Baldwin,  on  the  7th  of  December,  attacked  and 
Irove  Sitting  Boll's  band  of  one  hnndred  and  ninety-nine  lotlges  across 
he  Missonri,  and  a  few  days  Inter  surprised  and  captured  his  camp  on 
;he  bead  of  the  Bedwater,  and,  having  marched  716  miles,  reached  the 
:antot)ment  December  23.  These  distances,  conpled  with  the  recollec- 
:ion  of  the  inclement  season  of  the  year,  and  with  the  following  extracts 
Vom  reports  of  Colonel  Miles,  will  convey  a  just  idea  of  the  arduone 
jature  of  the  service  performed. 

HBtDQDARTERS  YELLOWSTONE  COMHAKD, 
CaMlonmeml  at  Tmgae  Hirer,  Mtrntana,  Dtttnber  31,  1876. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  report  that  irbile  at  Fort  Feck  several  reports  reached  me, 
whlrb  I  considered  reliable,  that  HilttnK  BuU'ii  baud  of  aboat  sixty  lodges  was  campad  iteAT 
;he  BilF  Dry  Fork,  and  that  be  desiKned  moving  to  Canoll,  Mont.,  via  Squaw  Creek,  for 
immnnitioD.  I  divided  my  force,  movioj;  np  on  the  north  side  of  the  Missouri  with  six  com- 
laaiea  and  sending  four  campan^ell  to  scout  np  tbe  Bi|;  L>rj  Fork.  My  object  was  to  place 
Ti;  force  between  the  band  and  such  manitions  of  war  as  thev  designed  seizing,  and  on  the 
ins  of  march  that  the;  would  have  to  follow — namel;,  an  old  IndiHn  trail  or  road  leadinf; 
from  the  Black  and  I^ne  Buttes,  at  the  head  of  Big  Dry  Dam,  Squaw  Creek,  across  and  np 
ibe  north  »ide  of  the  Miasoari.  Crossing  the  command  on  the  Ice  at  Feck,  I  marched  IIS 
miles  to  the  Oreat  Becd  of  the  Missouri,  opposite  the  mouth  of  Squaw  Creek.  On  arrivine 
at  that  point,  learned  that  Sitting  Bull  had  moved  east,  and  deiii|;ned  crossing  tbe  Mfisoun 
below  1'  ort  Peck.  Aa  these  reports  were  coufiicting,  and  as  I  had  already  sent  one  of  my 
CO  mpsnifs  to  Carroll  to  secure  and  investigata  the  trading  ia  ammanition  at  that  point.I 
ordi^red  back  three  of  m  j  compauies,  and  their  timely  arrival  at  Fort  Peck  enabled  the  com- 
dnandiug  officer.  Lieutenant  Baldwin,  to  move  against  Silting  Bull's  band,  then  near  Porcu- 
pine Creek.  My  last  information  received  from  that  oMuer  was  that  be  had  driven  him  south 
aC  tbe  Missouri  again,  and  should  follow  him  In  the  dkect'on  of  the  Yellowstone.  The 
remainder  of  my  command  thoroughly  sconled  the  Dry  Fork  country,  one  column  paasiuK 
up  the  Dry  Fork  went  Had  then  south,  while  tbe  other  croued  tbe  Hiseonri  at  Carroll  and 
F'ort  Hiwlev,  and  thence  marched  down  Crooked  Creek,  crossing  the  Masselshell,  and  up 
Squaw  Creek,  passing  thence  along  the  beadwatera  uf  the  three  great  branches  of  the  Big 
Dry.  The  district  oF  the  country  lying  adjacent  to  the  HIsBOnrl  Klver  and  the  Musselshell 
was.  I  believe,  as  broken  a  country  as  ever  a  GOmmaad  passed  over.  It  waa  almost  im  - 
passable,  and  the  greater  pact  of  tbe  entire  distance  of  Dearly  IMX)  miles,  and  to  within  50 
miles  of  tbe  British  line,  through  an  unknown  country,  the  home  of  the  lioetlle  Sioux.  It 
would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  a  command  to  follow  our  truil  anless  under  like  cir- 
cumstances. For  a  part  of  the  time  it  was  on  tha  treaeherons  ice  of  the  Missouri,  again  np 
predplloua  heights,  where  all  stores  were  carded  on  tbe  back*  of  the  soldiers  or  drawn  np 
with  ropes.     •    •     •     • 

I  remain,  sir,  very  lespectfullv,  your  obedient  •eiraDt, 

KELSON  A.  MILES, 
Colond  rt/U  la/amirji.  Bit.  tf^j.-Csa.,  U,  S.  A.,  Camman4i»£. 

Amsistawt  Adjutaiit-Qekbral, 

Dtp*Hmtmt  ofDtkol;  Snial  Paul,  Minn. 

Headquarters  Yellowstone  Comhard, 
CmMo»meia  on  Tongmt  Birtr,  Maniana,  Dtctaibtr  24,  I8T6. 
Sir:  Id  uddltlonto  my  eommnnicaliOD  of  the  31st.  I  have  to  report  the  movementi  of 
that  portion  of  the  command  ooder  Lieut.  Frank  D.  Baldwin.    It  appears  that  Sitting  Ball's 


494         BEPOBT  OF  TUE  SECBBTART  OF  WAK.  | 

stroni^  had  iucreMed  (rben  la  ths  Tlelnilj  of  Fort  Feck  to  one  hnndmd  mi  nisctr-riw 
lodges;  thftt  ftftat  retreating  back  Bcrou  the  MiaAouii sad  ap  Btdiratar, itdiiiiiiubtdb> 
one  hundred  And  iHeolj-two  lodgiei.  LisuUmanl  Baldwin*!  UittmcliDai  vne  lo  ktrf  llu: 
band  Bonth  of  the  Missoari  and  clear  tha  Redwater  coantr*.  I  ibink  Baldwin  dtctiTti! 
the  IndlVM  by  a  preteoded  moremenl  toward  Bafonl;  bnt  taklnj;  the  (reoery  unrwof  thr 
Indians  to  near  the  head  of  Redwater,  be  rame  saddenlj  in  sight  of  Ins  Indian  (maii,  iboot 
two  nilet  distant ;  the  time  Decessair  for  his  rommaDd  of  three  coupanin  af  itinaj  m 
pMl  over  this  ground  was  ths  only  time  siven  them  to  take  themselTC*  and  nick  pnpeni 
ai  they  could  weather  up  out  nf  camp.  The  attack  wu  made  at  odm,  the  Indiuu  itiita 
ont.  and  the  camp  captured,  many  of  the  lodges  captnred  standing,  olhen  half-pecked  « 
"  nyofthi  ■.     ..        ..      -■  .-.■ 1-  -.1 


were  oTideatlf  out  hoating  or  watcUng  the  olbw 
B  a  quick  and  nueipocted  attack  on  thp  part  of  the  troops  and  a  itampeds 


of  the  Indians.  The  troops  lost  nothing,  while  the  Indians  iMt  some  liit;  htad  of  lona, 
mulei,  and  poiiiea,  which  were  shot  or  driTen  to  this  plare,  and  the  greater  pari  of  tt  • 
wlDlor-camp,  including  everj  description  of  property  belonging  to  an  Indian  TilUjB,  nhki  i 
WM  barned  up. 

Very  reepeclfully  your  obedient  Mrront, 

NELSOS  A.  MILES.         | 
Colnil  Ft/)*  ^aalrir,  Bvl.  Mmj.  Gea.  U.  S.  A.,  Cmmi^iv. 

AfSIBTANT  ADJUTAKT-GENERjtL, 

DepmrtaitKt  nf  DukoU,  Saint  Pmal,  Man. 

Od  the  2dth  of  December,  only  six  days  after  the  retnni  of  the  Istt  of 
his  detachments  from  this  reconnatssauce  to  the  north,  Colonel  Mil& 
was  again  in  motion  with  the  major  part  of  his  force.  Tbia  time  hi' 
march  was  to  the  sonth.  He  proceeded  up  the  Tongue  Biver,  thronib 
almost  impassable  snows,  and  in  the  most  serere  weather,  Doril  he 
reached  the  camps  of  the  Oheyennes  and  Ogalalla  Sioux  under  Cnzr 
Horse.  The  first  skirmish  took  place  on  the  1st  of  January,  &Dottia 
followed  on  the  3d,  still  another  on  the  7th,  and  on  the  8th  the  actiwoT 
Wolf  Mountain  was  fonght.  This  action  prodnced  important  remits. 
and  was  very  highly  creditable  to  the  gallantry,  endurance,  and  perse- 
rerance  of  Colonel  Miles  and  bis  troops.  I  therefore  give  the  fotloviug 
extracts  from  Colonel  Miles's  official  reports  of  this  movement: 

[TelttnuB'] 

HBAIKIDAHTEKS  COMIUND  OK  TUJUOWBTfWg; 

J«aarjrJO,  IRT, 
Assist  A  NT  Adjutant-Qehrral, 

Dtpartmtnt  of  DakoU,  Saiat  Paul  .- 
I  hare  the  honor  to  report  tbat  this  cooiDiand  fought  the  hostile  tribes  of  Cbejsnitei  id) 
Ogalalla  Sioux,  under  Craay  Horse,  in  skirmishes  on  the  1st,  3d,  and  Tth  of  Jinnar;,  ui 
in  a  five  hours'  engagement  on  the  6th  Instant.  Their  camp,  some  six  hundred  lodf^li.  ti- 
tended  three  miles  along  the  valley  of  the  Tongue  River,  beloiv  Hanging  Woman'i  Cmt. 
They  were  driven  through  the  caAons  of  Wolf  or  Fanlher  Monntains,  in  the  direcli™<^ 
Bigbom  Hnuntalni.  Their  fighting  strength  ontuumbered  mine  two  or  three  to  i]iw,b(l 
by  taking  advantage  of  the  ground  we  had  them  at  a  disadvantage,  and  their  Ion  ii  knon 
to  have  been  very  severe.  Car  loss,  three  killed  and  eight  wounded.  They  fou^t  «Dtiirtt 
dUmonnted  and  charged  on  foot  to  within  fifty  yards  of  Captain  Casey's  line,  bnt  were  Isla 
in  front  and  Bank  by  Captain  Butlt<r's  and  Lieutenant  McDonald's  couipanie*.  Thtj  vt" 
whipped  at  erery  point  and  driven  frsm  the  field  and  pursued  as  tar  as  my  limited  >nppM 
and  worn  down  Hnimais  would  cany  my  command.  *  •  •  • 

The  Indians  appear  lo  have  plenty  of  arms  and  ammunition,  bnt  otherwise  are  in  ti* 
titnte  condition.  Some  of  the  prisoners  now  In  onr  hands  were  captnred  with  troKU  lint^ 
and  were  living  on  horse-meaL  The  weather  has  been  vvj  severe,  and  the  mow  fnimM 
to  three  lieet  deep.     The  command  ia  In  good  condition. 

NEL80II  A.  UILES, 


HEADQrARTERS  TELLOWffTOKE  CoMMAKP,         | 
CmUonmeml  im  Tarngm  Biptr,  UaiiUma,  Aseny  S3,  IBn. 
SIR:  Inadditiontomy  dispatch  of  January  18(30),  1  have  the  honor  to  report  iMiUj 
commoad  of  fotu  hoodied  men  nkoved  ont  December  iI9  apuut  the  tribe*  of  CbejHiw  u* 
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t^lalla*  nnttar  Cruy  Hone.  OwId?  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  my  trmniporUtion,  I 
Bnt  fomtird  with  the  adTsuce,  nnder  Major  Dichej,  grain-loadod  oi-wnfrooB,  loeririK  them 
ehind  HOme  60  milea  up  Tongue  Rim.  Aa  I  had  f^bered  much  reliable  ioformatton  re- 
Biding  the  ttrangtb  and  uumbeia  of  thia  lar^  body  of  hoatllei,  I  look  up  two  piece*  of 
rlillery,  covered  with  wafron-bowa  and  cauTaa,  disffuiaed  as  wagiona.  Aa  the  commaod 
dvaaced  Dp  the  rlTsr  the  Indiaoa  withdrew  from  their  camp  atravo  Otter  Creek,  abandoning 
heir  cam  pa  whera  they  were  fixed  for  winter,  and  bad  bnilt  permanent  lodges  with  dry  lof^a. 
'ark,  craas,  brash,  &,a. 

Wb  bad  a  skinnish  on  the  1st  and  3d  of  Jannary,  aod  crowding  them  np  the  Talley  above 
Ian giog- Woman's  Fork  January  7,  wfaen  near  dark,  the  scoats  in  advance  captured  one 
oang  warrior  and  seven  Cheyenne  women  and  children,  the  relatives  of  one  of  the  head- 
nen  of  the  tribe.  When  these  were  within  our  lines,  the  scouts  advanced,  endeaTorinn  to 
iiplure  B.  larger  namber,  when  they  were  surronnded  by  some  two  hundred  and  fitly  war- 
iurs,  and  s  sharp  fight  followed,  llie  scouts  threw  themselves  iulo  some  thick  timber,  and 
overiu);  themselves  behind  some  old  war-houses  of  the  Indians,  with  their  riSes  they  with- 
lood  the  attack  with  excellent  effect  until  the  commaod  advanced  to  their  relief.  It  wu 
rvident  that  the  comirand  hod  followed  them  an  closely  that  they  would  he  compelled  to 
!ght  the  next  day,  and  every  preparatiou  waa  made  for  it. 

Jannary  tl,  about  six  hundred  warriors  appeared  in  OQr  front.  The  command  won  imme- 
lintely  deployed  to  Ihe  front,  and  sharp  skirmishing  followed,  thn  Cheyennes  evidently 
aking  the  right  and  the  Ogalallaa  the  left  aide  of  Ihe  valley.  The  poaitjan  taken  gave  n* 
b  decided  advantage.  They  concentrated  abont  three  hundred  warriors  opposite  Ihe  right 
if  the  line  under  Major  Diukay.  Riding  down,  they  would  leave  their  horses  behind  blnffa, 
ind  advance  on  fool,  rifle  in  hand,  fitliiig  every  ravine  and  lining  every  crest.  Failing  to 
arc»  thia  part  of  the  lioe,  they  moved  a  part  of  their  force  from  left  to  right,  where  tbe  prin- 
:ipa1  and  closest  fighting  occurred.     By  acting  on  a  mnch  shorter  line,  their 


>  anticipaled,  and  they  were  driven  from  a  commanding  bluff  on  tbe  left  by  Capti 
^ alley's  company.  They  made  a  desperate  etfort  to  regain  this  lost  ground  by  concei' 
ug  a  larger  force  and  charging  on  foot  to  within  fifty  yards  of  Ibis  line  of  infantry,  but 


;  by  stnbbom  resistance,  and  taken  in  front  and  on  their  left  Sank  by  Lienlenant  McDon- 
ild  and  Hajor  Bailer's  companies.  (Captain  Butler's  horse  was  shot  under  him  while 
leading  a  gallant  and  decisive  charge  on  the  extreme  left.]  They  were  driven  back  over 
:hree  roDgb,  piny,  rugged  blaffs,  where  it  was  imposai^'te  to  ride  a  horae,  and  the  aoldiers 
TrequeDtiy  fell  in  acuiug  the  ice  and  snow  covered  cliffi.  This  decided  the  engagement. 
Wiih  Ibe  loss  of  warriors  and  men  and  position,  they  ahandoued  (hn  struggle  and  wore  swept 
Trom  the  Geld.  The  latter  part  of  the  fight  was  during  a  blinding  snow-storm.  They  appar- 
ently lost  some  prominent  man  of  the  tribe,  as  he  was  borne  away  on  a  travois,  followed  by 
a  concourse  of  friends.  Their  loss  Is  known  to  be  severe.  They  left  pools  of  blood  on  the 
mow  where  they  fought,  on  the  ice  where  tbey  crossed  Ihe  river,  and  for  five  miles  np  tho 
valley  on  their  retreat.  These  are  considered  tbe  best  fighting  warrioia  of  Ihe  plains,  and 
befuTs  the  command  moved  gainst  them  Crazy  Horao  had  sent  word  to  Sitting  Bull  that 
his  nnmbera  and  ammunition  hod  been  gn-atly  increased,  and  that  he  could  meet  any  com- 
mand brought  against  him.  (The  prisoners  now  in  oar  handa  have  but  recently  come  out 
froiD  the  Red  Cloud  agency).  They  were  driven  through  ihe  Wolf  or  Panther  Monntuna 
in  the  direction  of  tbe  Bighorn  Uountains,  where  tbey  may  endeavor  to  winter,  but  it  will 
be  an  experiment.  They  will  Gnd  very  deep  snows,  be  annoyed  by  their  old  enemiea  Ihe 
Crow  Indians,  and  will  find  a  scarcity  of  game. 

This  engagement  was  unlike  any  other  Indian  Ggbt  I  had  ever  witoeaaed.  It  was  fought 
on  ground  where  it  would  have  been  impassible  to  have  maDeavered  cavalry.  They  fought 
entirely  dismounted,  not  a  single  rifle  being  fired  on  horseback,  their  ponies  being  used  only 
tn  rarry  them  from  one  line  ol  ravines  or  iMges  and  bluff;)  toothers.  They  used  loud  shrill 
whistled  to  convey  their  orders.  I  have  never  seen  troops  more  steady,  and  I  could  not 
Eompliuient  them  too  highly  fur  their  fortitude.  The  disguise  was  thrown  off  the  pieces  of 
artillery ;  tbey  were  admirably  handled  by  Deutenant  Pope,  assisted  by  Iiienteoant  Casey, 
(Captains  Dickey,  Ewers.  Curler,  and  Lieutenant  Cusick,  with  their  oommandi,  though  not 
BO  closely  engaged  as  olhera.  are  deserving  of  mention.  Captains  Casey  and  Butler  and 
Lienlenant  UcDonald  are  entitled  to  great  praiae  for  leading  their  commanda  with  com- 
niendshle  skill  and  courage  np  and  over  precipitous  cliffs  held  by  superior  numbers  of  In- 
dians, while  Lientenant  Baldwin  distinguished  himself  by  hia  dashing  courage  iu  leading  a 
char|^  at  a  deciding  and  important  poiut  in  the  eng^ement.  Tbe  command  returned  to 
Ibis  cantonment  In  good  condition  and  spirits,  having  marched  3CII)  miles  in  mid-wintet 
through  snow  from  one  to  three  feel  deep.  The  command  crossed  the  Tongne  River  107  times, 
which  occasioned  aome  difficulty  and  delay.  The  valley  is  very  narrow,  skirted  by  bad 
lands,  almost  impassable  {  the  valley  may  be  said  to  be  ^most  a  cafiou  from  its  month  np 
150  miles,  as  there  it  scarcely  one  mile  of  this  river  that  is  not  commanded  by  bluffs  iVom 
1.000  feet  In  height.    Owing  to  insufficient  transportaUon,  and  not  being  supplied 

ifficieot  food  '  ....       ......  ,    

a  very  brief,  bnt  s. 
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woanded,  it  hu  e«mp«l)ed  tbe  BarreDdar  of  Mveral  of  Ibe  tnost  noted  <iM»  of  Aa  Sun 
Natloa,  and  clnred  a,  ver^  wida  snis  of  coantiy  from  boitile  ladiao*.     ■     •    • 
1  am,  air,  verv  respsetfullr,  yaar  obedieot  Bervant, 

NGL80N  A.  U ILESl 

Celntl  Fifth  lufanlry,  Bvt.  Mmj.  Om  ,  U.  S.  A.,  Ctmrntt^. 
AsSIBTAirr  ADJCTASr-GeNEIIAL, 

DepatlmaU  of  Dalcvla,  Saint  Pawl,  JHiaa, 

Od  tbe  18tb  (20t1i)  of  Janaary,  Colonel  Miles,  with  bia  command,  re- 
turned to  ToDfEDeBiver,  baving  marched  over  300  miles.  Sbortly  after  tin 
action  at  Wolf  Mountain  Oolooel  Miles  eent  one  of  tbe  prisoners  Uken  i! 
tbat  placp,  witb  aninterpreter,toopeDcommnDication  withCrSEj'HoTse'j 
bati«I  and  explain  to  tbem  the  terms  which  they  would  receive  shoaM 
tbey  snrrender.  On  the  19th  of  Febrnary  theae  messengers  retanid, 
bringing  with  them  twentynine  Cbeyennes  and  Sioox,  among  wbon 
were  seven  chiefs.  These  Indians  expressed  a  desire  to  dlseoDtiiiw 
hostilities  and  submit  to  tbe  anthority  of  the  government.  After  fall 
explanations  from  Colonel  UilesoC  what  wonld  be  required  of  theotbrv 
promised  to  sarreDder,  and  on  the  23d  started  back  to  their  caDips  foe 
tbe  purpose  of  bringing  in  their  families  and  bands.  At  this  last  dit; 
there  seems  to  have  been  good  reason  to  expect  compliance  on  tbe  put 
of  these  IndiHQS  with  tbe  terms  proposed  for  their  surrender  by  Golaul 
Miles,  and  this  favorable  asiieot  of  affairs  lasted  antil  tbe  Indian  camp 
bad  made  two  days'  march  toward  the  cantonment  at  Tongne  Rirer. 
At  this  crisis  it  would  appear  that  a  new  influence  was  broaght  to  beu 
upon  them,  tending  to  serioasly  modify  their  good  intentions,  by  leading 
tbem  to  exi>ect  terms  more  in  accordance  with  tbeir  wishes.  Thisnu-I 
toward  interference  with  Colonel  Miles's  plans  is  explained  in  the  foUo*- 1 
ing  extract  from  bis  report  of  March  24, 1877 :  ! 

Headc)uartbii»i  Yellowstone  Conmand, 

C'aiiIi>iiB»l  at  Tangmt  Rietr,  MmUmMa,  Mtrei  2t.  1^. 

Sir:  Befcitingto  mjletter  of  tbe33d  □Ilimo,  r^ardinK  tbe  coming  in  a{  eertua  Iciii* 
pDnuant  to  communicatioo  nilh  Ibem  tbtU  1  bad  eatablished,  I  have  tbe  hooar  to  aUltihu  i 
ibe  lodians  who  left  od  tbe  iUd  ultimo  with  <ny  interpretur,  fonod  tbe  hostile  IribeaHiIi'  i 
Little  Horn  on  the  4Ib  Instant,  and  lo  far  diapoied  to  accept  tbe  termB  that  1  bad  wnl  ml  i 
Damely.  placing  themselvea  under  ralire  subjectian  to  tbe  goTemmeDt,  and  either  coniu ; 
here  or  KOing  to  the  (gencieB  at  tbeaonth  ;  tbatitiraa  cried  thronub  Ibe  campi  (hit  the  lU  ; 
VM  over,  and  that  no  more  hostile  expeditiooa  woald  be  allowed  against  thenhilemu 
The  camp  moved  toward  this  csmp  im mediately,  and  my  interpreter  tntreled  wilb  il  l*< 
days,  crossing  from  the  Little  Horn  to  Tongne  Birer,  and  down  Tongue  River  lo  0"'' 
Creek ;  and  during  tbis  time  a  ninner  from  a  party  noder  Spotted  Tall,  comiDg  oni  (tn 
Spotiod  Tail  agency,  arrived,  conveying  newe  of  tbeir  approach  and  bringing  ammaniilA 
My  interpreter  saw  one  hag  of  it.  From  Otter  Creek  one  handred  and  niity— diieij 
warriors — came  here  on  tbe  I7lh  in«lant,  led  by  sixteen  chiefs  and  bead  warriors  (of  "biiE 
a,  part  had  been  in  before) ;  all  of  whom  desired  to  learn  far  themselves  nnder  whal  ciK- 
ditions  they  conld  come  in,  and  whether  the  conditions  were  modified  In  accordance  wilb  i1k 
Tery  liberal  terms  alleged  to  have  been  offered  through  Spotted  Tail  or  by  him.  Anoif 
other  things,  (hey  atnted  that  he  promised  them  opportunitj'  of  obtaining  aAundant  amniJ- 
nilion  st  liie  agencies,  which  is  doubtless  an  unauthorized  promise. 

The  uames  of  tbe  chiefs  and  head  soidiers  who  came  are  as  follows  t  Of  the  ChejeDDP 
While  Ball  (or  The  Ice).  Little  Chief,  Two  Uoons,  Old  Wolf,  Mt^pie  Eagle.  Little  Cmt 
Knotted  Wolf,  Sitting  Night,  anil  Chief  Bear;  of  tbe  Sioax  (Ogalallaa),  Wahatoo,  Uv.i 
Hawk  (nude  of  Craiy  Morse),  KedUawk,  Kock  (or  Pout  Crows),  Horse  Road,  Bard-io-Kiii. 
and  The  Hnmp.  I  told  Ihatn  pl^nly,  aa  I  had  done  before,  tbe  terms  (as  hereinbrbrr 
given),  that  I  ironld  not  permit  tbem  going  backward  and  forward  between  tbe  liofiii^ 
camps  and  this  poet,  and  that,  while  the  govemnient  had  no  deaire  to  EmpoTerisb  tbem,  ibfr 
must  cheerlully  inneiider  such  ponies  and  arms  aa  I  might  require.  As  they  were  iaioia^- 
from  Spotted  Tail's  mnner  that  the  militarr  anlhoritiei  directed  him  to  lay  Ihat  the  UMfi 
would  be  taken  away  from  harc^  I  informed  them  ■mpkBtlcally  that  the  troops  aoalil  b* 
Mtstned  here. 

Wbite  Bull,  or  The  lee,  a  chief  and  head  warrior  of  tbe  Cheyennw;  Tbs  Hnmp,  W 
■oldier  of  ibe  Ogaiallas.  his  brother  Horse  Boad,  ■  Sioux  chief,  and  Liltls  Cbiel,  Cru; 
Uule,  Magpie  Eagle,  Old  Wolf,  Utile  Creek,  chiefs  of  the  CheyennM,  and  Fast  Wbirl,i:M 
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Cliejennc,  lemBined  at  this  place  as  proof  of  th«<r  g^d  faitb  ftod  u  a  ^KTaatee  tbat  llieir 
eople  will  come  in  here  and  remalo  or  go  to  tbeii  aEencieE.  The  remaiader  of  tbe  Indiana 
tft  yesterdaj,  mtendlng  to  participateio  Ihe  genera fcooiicil  with  Spotled  Tail,  to  be  held  on 
he  Little  Powder  River,  whither  the;  aisled  tbeir  tribei  would  move  from  Otlei  Creek, 
'be  result  of  the  council  will  probably  determine  tbeir  Sual  action.  I  have  impressed  open 
hem  that  while  1  would  receive  thoir  surrender  iu  accordaace  with  lay  original  demand  end 
omuiDuications  heretofore  reported,  yet  if  Ibej  would  go  into  their  Bgencies  it  would  be 
uile  ai  satisfactory. 

I  remain,  air,  verj  retpeetfally,  your  obedient  Eerrant, 

NEL80X  A.  MILES, 
ColoiKliyik  UfanlTf,  Bratt  MajoT-Gt»tTat,U.S.  A.,  Commanding. 
Aksirtaxt  ADinTANT-OeiiERAL, 

DtjMTtmaU  of  DmkeUt,  Saiat  Paul,  Minn. 

Oa  tbe  22d  of  April  tlir«e  hundred  of  tbe  Itidians  Trho  bad  been  iu 
reaty  witb  Colonel  Miles  Bnirendered  to  bim  at  tbe  eantonmoDt  at 
Poogne  River,  aa  appears  from  the  foUoviog  extracts  from  the  report  of 
hat  dnte : 

HE^IKtCARTERH  YELLOWSTONE   COMM.tKD, 
Cantonntml  Tongue  Riter,  lto»tmna,  April  2d,  IHTT. 
Sin:  Befeiring  to  my  lellaT  of  the  34tb  nitimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tbat  three  ban- 


nmndered,  I  learn  that  tbe  remainder  of  the  bostiles  in  tbe  vicinity  of  Little  Powder  River 
t«ted  that  they  intended  to  inrrender  at  tbe  uenciea  to  the  eonth,  and  moved  in  that  direc- 
iOD.  Ader  tlie  decision  was  arrived  at,  tbe  HoDdnm  Cbeyenues,  to  the  number  of  some 
ixty,  rode  through  the  camps  and  annonnced  dial  ibey  were  going  to  join  tbeir  tribe  at 
^ort  Reno,  Ind.  T.  I  wonid  Tespectfnlly recommend  that measaros  betaken  to  secure  them 
ID  their  arrival,  as  there  are  among  them  several  Indians  who  were  disarmed  and  tucned 
iver  to  tbe  civil  agent  two  ye«rs  ago. 

Tbe  arma  are  not  yet  all  in,  hot  Ihoee  surrendered  are  of  tbe  most  improved  pattern, 
iharp's  riSee,  Spencer  aaiil  SpringGeld  carbiiiea. 

I  have  allowed  them  to  retain  on  an  averaee  two  poolM  to  a  lod^  for  procnriDK  wood 
lud  ordinary  camp  use.  I  have  two  hnndredlmMt,  mnlet.  and  ponies  which  I  will  nse  Id 
be  govenliDsul  service  during  the  summer.  >  ■  •  • 

Very  reapectfally,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
CoiomUFiftk  I^ftnlTg,  Bet.  Maj.  Gee,,  V.  S.  A.,  CvmmanJiilg. 
AnstiTAWT  Adjittant-Gbneral, 

DrpartmtM  ef  Dakota,  Saiat  Paal.  Mina. 

On  the  23d  of  Febraary,  1877,  orders  were  given  to  Oolooel  Gibbon, 
teventb  Infantry,  commanding  the  District  of  Montana,  to  detach  tbe 
lattAlion  of  foar  companies  of  the  Second  Oaralry,  then  as  now  serving 
tt  Fort  Ellis,  from  that  post  and  send  it  to  tbe  cantonment  at  Tongne 
[iiver,  to  report  to  Colonel  Miles.  Tbe  battalion  commenced  its  march 
>u  tbe  24th  of  March,  but  was  delayed  by  the  almost  impassable  condi- 
;ioD  of  the  roads,  and  did  not  reach  tbe  Tongne  nutil  the  23d  of  April. 
iVith  this  battalion,  two  companies  of  tbe  Fifth  Infaotrj,  and  fonr  com- 
innies  of  the  Twenty-second  Infantry,  Colonel  Miles,  on  the  1st  day  of 
May,  moved  out  to  attack  tbe  hostile  band  of  Lame  Deer,  then  in  the 
kricinity  of  the  Bosebud. 

After  a  march  of  six  days,  Colonel  Miles  discovered  the  hostile  camp, 
ind  by  an  extremely  rapid  and  skilifol  movement  surprised  it  before 
igbt  in  the  morning  of  tbe  7th.  The  Indiana  were  completely  defeated. 
Lame  Deer  himself,  Iron  Star,  his  head  warrior,  and  twelve  others, 
n'ereleft  dead  on  the  field.  A  large  amonnt  of  property,  inclndiug  a 
lerd  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  ponies,  waa  captnred.  The  following  is 
Colonel  Milea's  report  of  this  operation : 

HEADQItARTF-RB  TCLLOWflTONB   COMMAND. 

Caataxment  at  Tongat  Hittr,  Moalaaa,  Mag  IC,  1877. 
6iR :  1  have  respectfully  to  report  that  witb  a  portion  of  this  command,  consisting  of  a  bat- 
ationoftheSecoodCavalry  (four  companies),  under  Captain  Ball, Companies  Band  H,FifllL I  ^ 
32  W  '^'8"^ 
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Infuitry,  and  Companlra  E,  F,  O,  uid  H,  Twentj-iecand  iDfanlrj,  I  nored  on  Ibe  In  in- 
Btant  up  ToDgnc  Biver,  ag-iungt  «  body  of  Indiaiu  led  bv  Lama  Deer,  vho  haJ  nfuird  \. 
come  in  and  enrrender  or  to  retarn  to  their  agenc j.  I  leamrd  on  the  fith  that  tW  hi'. 
oroBsed  the  Tongue  and  Bosebad,  moving  wegt.  liaTing  my  train  on  the  Toogne  Riis: 
with  Ibree  infnnlrj  companies,  1  moved  si  91  p.  m.  of  Ue  5th  directly  aenm  the  btiAn 
connlry,  crnasing  the  Baiebud  near  the  j  miction  of  the  two  commands  in  IST6;  thence  wi 
ward  to  a  birb  divide  that  sepHratei  the  water*  of  Bocebod  and  Tullock'a  Fork.  ealH  ^•' 
ludiaDBBigllill.     The  command  reached  that  point  at  3  a.  m.,  and  resnmed  the  mi 


birb  divide  that  sepHrateB  the  water*  of  Bocebod  and  Tullock'a  Fork,  called  bj  li>- 

igllill.     The  command  reached  that  point  at  3  a.  m.,  and  resnmed  it ' 

aAerdiyUgbtoiilbeQlbiiutaDt.    By  theaidoflDdian  icontitbehoetilecampw 


le  twenty-five  miles  diilant  to  the  sonth  and  east.    With  the  cavalTyl  pushed  np.i'.< 
rard,  leaving  the  infantry  lo  TdIIow  m  speedily  as  powibie.    After  passing  overa  diffici- 
and  circuitous  loate,  restiog  at  9  o'clock,  the  march  was  returned  at  aj  o'clock,  and  ib 


camp  surprised  and  captured  at  ii  o'clock  a.  m.  on  tbc  7tb  instaDt.  Tne  village  wu  En 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  an  eastern  afflaent  of  the  Boeebud,  The  advuce  coniisbd  of  i 
detachment  of  mounted  infantry  under  Lienlenant  Casey,  Twentj-second  loCuttT,  imb- 
dialely  followed  by  Lieutenant  Jerome  with  Company  H,  Second  Cavalry.  Tliii  f(n 
charged  directly  Ihrough  the  village  and  captured  the  herd  of  four  bandied  and  Eh 
boraei,  mules,  and  ponies.  The  Indians  took  relnge  in  the  hi^,  broken,  piii»-C0Tered  bl^' 
OD  the  west  side  of  the  village,  and  over  this  country  tbe  tbrae  Temsining  compamca  dt' 
■ued  them  iu  a  running  fight  for  six  miles  lo  tbe  Bosebud.  Besides  tbe  loss  of  »rd  and  re- 
tire camp,  Ihey  left  fanrteen  dead  on  the  field,  ioclnding  the  principal  chief,  Lame  De(r,u. 
head  warrior,  iron  Star.  The  village  consisted  of  fifty -one  lodges,  and  was  rieh  in  ever 
kind  of  Indian  property  ;  at  least  thirty  tons  of  carefnily  prepared  dried  mtnt,  riflia,  sn*:- 
llJtion,  two  hundred  saddles,  &.a.  In  tbe  villaga  were  fouod  many  tropbiM  of  theCc-- 
t«r  battle  and  several  scalps  of  white  men  and  women.  Before  reaehiur  tbe  viDap  1 
gavd  explicit  instructions  to  prevent  firing  npon  women  and  children,  and  direeled  nirir 
teipreler  and  Indisn  scout  lo  demand  the  anrrender  of  the  hoetilea.  Several  Indians  mk 
advances  as  if  to  surrender,  and  when  this  was  responded  to  on  tbe  part  of  the  officoi  u^ 
troops  (be  Indians,  either  intending  treachery  or  feanng  the  same,  renewed  the  fire.  TbLs  <• 
necessity,  ended  all  measures  of  a  pacific  nature. 

The  advance  lo  the  attack  during  the  night  and  early  morning  vflhe  7th  was  very  ra^.U'^ 
some  of  the  pack  animals  with  ammuDition  were  not  kept  np  with  the  command.  Ymt-' 
tbeae  were  abaodoaed  by  their  escort  before  a  small  partv  of  Indians,  and  eight  boits  i' 
carbine  ammunition  feU  into  tbe  bands  of  the  Indiana.  Tna  command  remained  in  ikn! 
ley  until  the  8lh,  when  some  of  tbe  ponies  not  needed  were  killed,  the  entire  camp  and  ;>-' 
apbemaiia  destroyed  by  fire,  and  Ibe  remainder  of  the  hard  broaghtaway,  including  bonn. 
ponies,  and  equipments  enongh  to  mount  four  companies  of  troops.  I  am  pleased  te  m" 
tion  SB  deservrng  of  much  praise  tbe  battalion  of  the  Second  Cavalry  (commanded  bj  Ci,->' 
lain  Ball,  and  consisting  of  Caplains  Tyler's,  Wheelan's,  Norwood's,  and  Ldenteisiii  Jr 
TOOie'B  companies)  for  their  courage  and  endaranoe;  also  tbe  In^ try  oompanies  (E.H.ut^ 
F,  Twentv -second)  commanded  by  Captains  Dickey  and  Poole,  and  ^r>t  LieulMunl  Cncck, 
for  their  cneorful  endnrance  of  tbe  constant  rapid  marching,  a  pait  of  tbe  time  doring  dvk 
ness  and  storms,  and  far  fraslrating  the  attempt  of  Ibe  Indians  to  recover  th^  pony  br! 
on  the  night  succeeding  tbe  engagemenL 

Lienlenants  Jerome  and  Casey,  and  the  troopa  under  their  command,  1  deem  woitlii  *i 
special  ntenUon  for  the  leal  and  skill  with  which  Ibey  performed  the  dangerous  and  id^. 
tant  duty  assigned  lo  them. 

I  have  left  Uie  cavalry  battalion,  three  companies  of  infantry,  and  one  gun  on  tbr  ^f*. 
hud  to  occupy  that  section,  and  will  organise  a  force  of  monnled  infantry  irith  captunj 
stock,  and  ose  tbe  troops  that  are  expected  to  anive  against  any  other  hostile  Indians  tbsl 
remain  lo  the  south  of  (he  Yellowstone. 

The  Indians  that  were  struck  on  the  7th  were  considered,  even  by  Indians,  as  among  iti 
worst  of  the  boHtiles.  and  their  losses  will  not  be  repaired  in  years. 

J  made  use  of  Ibrte  surrendered  Indians,  and  fonnd  tbem  perfectly  loyal  and  most  ntwl 
bie  f  uides. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  UILES. 
Colonel  Fifii  tt^fanlry,  Btt.  Maj.  Otm.,  U.  3.  A  ,  Cfmmavlif. 

Assist  AST  Adjutant-Oeneral, 

D^ntattnt  vf}}ahaU,  Saitit  Paul,  Hiaa. 

The  action  of  the  7th  of  May  was  the  last  of  the  series  of  importas: 
engagements  between  tbe  forces  nnder  the  command  of  Colonel  Mil(« 
and  the  boatile  Sioax.  The  efiect  of  these  engagements  was  to  sab- 
stantially  clear  the  conntry  west  of  tbe  Miesouri  Biver,  soath  of  tbe 
British  line,  and  north  of  the  Black  Hills,  of  hostile  bands.  By  tben 
Crazy  Horse  and  his  band  were  compelled  to  snireDder,  in  part  *'■ 
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FoDj^ue  River  and  in  part  at  Bed  Cload  ageocy,  in  the  Department  of 
he  Flatty.  Lame  Deer's  band,  with  heavy  loss  and  in  great  destitu- 
,ioD,  was  driven  to  the  sonth  and  east,  whence  it  altimately  proceeded 
.o  the  same  agency  and  surrendered,  and  Sitting  Bull,  with  his  followers, 
rt-as  forced  to  fly  across  the  frontier  into  the  British  possessions.  This 
.-onditiou  of  affairs,  however,  did  not  diminish,  during  the  snmmer,  the 
ictivity  of  the  troops  serving  in  the  dlBtrict  of  the  Yellowstoae. 

The  force  was  increased  by  the  arrival  in  Jane  of  six  companies  of 
:he  Eleventh  Infantry,  under  Lieut.  Col.  G.  P.  Baell,  four  compaaiea  of 
:be  First  Infantry,  under  Mrj.  H.  M.  Lazelle,  and  eleven  companies  of 
be  Seventh  Oavalry,  under  Col.  S.  D.  Stargis. 

The  battalion  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry  was  sent  to  the  junction  of  the 
Bighorn  and  Little  Big  Horn  Rivera  to  commencethe  construction  of  the 
^arracks  ordered  to  be  built  there.  The  remainder  of  the  re-enforce- 
nents  was  held  for  service  tn  the  field.  From  early  in  the  season  fre- 
^aent  reports  came  to  Colonel  Miles  that  Sitting  Bull  and  his  band 
utended  to  return  to  this  country  and  renew  hostilities,  and  these  re- 
>orts  were  coupled  with  the  atatement  that  the  band  numbered  thirteen 
lundred  warriors.  This  statement  waa,  doubtless,  an  exaggeration.  It 
s  not  probable  that  Sitting  Bull  oould  at  any  time  during  the  summer 
ind  autumn  bring  into  the  field  more  than  eight  handred  Bghtiug  men. 
Jolonel  Miles,  in  view  of  the  possbility  of  such  an  ioonraioD,  at  first  pro- 
posed to  move  with  his  whole  disposable  force  across  the  Missouri  and  up  to 
joundary,  bat  it  was  finally  determined  that  he  should  hold  strongly  the 
ine  of  the  Yellowstone,  so  as  to  prevent  a  jnnction  between  Sitting  Bull's 
>and  and  any  Indians  who  might  break  away  from  the  agencies.  At  the 
lame  time  he  placed  in  the  field,  from  time  to  time,  several  small  ool- 
imns  for  the  purpose  of  patrotliug  the  conntry  aud  keeping  it  clear  of 
imall  parties  which  might  otherwise  stray  into  it.  A  force  of  four  huu- 
Ired  friendly  Grow  Indians  was  organized,  under  Lieutenant  Doane,  of 
he  Second  Cavalry,  in  aid  of  tbia  object.  The  most  Important  of  theae 
HI  nor  movements  were  made  by  Maj.  H.H.  Lazelle,  of  the  First  Infantry, 
laving  under  bis  command  detachments  of  the  First  and  Tweuty-secood 
infantry,  and  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  and  by  Maj.  J.  S.  Brisbin,  com- 
nanding  a  battalion  of  his  regiment,  the  Second  Cavalry.  To  the  ap- 
tended  reports  of  these  officers  I  refer  for  the  details  of  their  move- 
nenta.  On  the  11th  of  July  the  force  of  the  district  was  reduced  by 
lending  sir  companies  of  the  Twenty-second  Infantry,  then  in  the  field, 
o  Fort  Lincoln,  and  thence  to  the  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  and  on  the 
8th  of  the  same  month,  by  the  detail  of  one  company  of  the  Second 
Cavalry,  under  Capt.  B.  Norwood,  to  escort  the  General  of  the  Army, 
ben  OD  a  tour  of  inspection,  from  mouth  of  the  Bighorn  to  Fort  Ellis. 

To  preserve  the  proper  connection  of  events,  it  is  now  necessary  to 
urn  for  a  time  to  operations  in  the  district  of  Montana. 

During  the  past  winter  the  troops  in  the  district  of  Montana  con- 
isted  of  the  Seventh  Infantry  and  foar  companies  of  the  Second  Cav- 
ilry,  the  whole  under  the  command  of  Colonel  John  Gibbon,  of  the  Cor- 
ner regiment.  This  force  was  distributed  as  follows:  Six  companies  of 
iifantry  at  Fort  Shaw;  two  companies  of  infantry  at  Camp  Baker;  one 
ompany  of  infantry  at  Fort  Benton;  and  the  cavalry,  with  one  com- 
lany  of  infantry,  at  Fort  Ellis.  As  has  been  stated  before,  the  cavalry 
ras  detached  in  March,  and  sent  to  Colonel  Miles.  At  the  same  time 
ne  company  of  infantry  was  detached  from  Shaw  aud  sent  to  Ellis. 
)n  May  17  orders  were  received  by  me  from  the  Lieu  tenant-General 
irecting  the  constractiou  of  a  post  for  one  company  of  iufautry  in  the 
titter- Boot  Valley,  near  the  towu  of  Missoala.  In  obedience  to  these 
nstructions,  two  companies  of  iufautry  were  detached  from  Shaw,  pmli^- 
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the  9tli  of  Jane,  and  proceeded  ander  Captain  Bawn,  Serentb  lobntn, 
to  tbe  site  of  the  new  post,  217  miles  distant,  arriving  there  on  the  23ib 
of  tbe  same  montb.  Both  of  these  companieB  were  to  be  emplojed  ia 
bailding  the  post.    Que  of  tbem  was  to  constitute  tbe  permaneDt  gam 

BOD. 

In  obedience  to  instractions  from  these  beadqaarters,  one  compuyof 
iDtantry,  under  Captain  Kirtland,  left  Shaw  on  the  ISth  of  Jnue,  pn> 
ceeded  to  Fort  Benton,  and  thence  by  steamer  to  Dauphin  BapidE,iD 
the  Missouri,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  a  petrty  of  goveninieat  tap 
neers,  which,  under  the  direction  of  tbe  chief  engineer  of  the  depan  , 
ment,  was  at  work  &t,  that  point  improving  the  navigation  of  tbe  rivu.  | 

When  the  S^ez  Perc£  ontbreak  took  place  in  tbe  Depariment  of  lb»  I 
Oolnmbia,  it  was  not  supposed  that  the  theater  of  war  wonid  eitetc 
into  this  department,  and,  therefore,  no  special  provision  was  made  b  I 
meet  that  possible  though  not  probable  event.  It  would  have  been  dii' ! 
flcnltto  re-enforce  the  troops  iu  Montana  from  other  parts  of  the  dei)ut' 
ment,  for  at  that  time  a  renewal  of  hostilities  with  tUe  Sionx  vascon 
fldently  expected ;  the  importance  of  tbe  resalts  following  from  CoIdm; 
Milea's  previons  operations  was  not  fully  appreciated,  and  all  iaiom* 
tion  tended  to  »how  that  Sitting  Bull,  with  a  heavy  force,  was  about  u 
return  to  the  Miasouri  and  perhaps  to  tbe  Yellowstone.  Troope  hxl 
been  concentrated  to  meet  this  expected  movement,  and  it  seemedu 
tremely  undesirable  to  direct  them  to  another  sphere  of  action. 

On  tbe  Ist  of  July  I  received  from  the  Lieuteuant-Qeneral  a  dispattb. 
desiring  me  to  keep  a  "  sharp  lookout"  iu  Western  Montana,  for  it  ''i> 
possible  that  the  Idaho  troubles  migbt  extend  into  this  departmecL 
This  dispatch  was  communicated  to  Colonel  Gibbon,  with  instruclian^ 
to  take  such  measures  as  migbt  be  necessary ;  but  the  danger  was  stili 
too  remote  to  justify  a  dimiuution  of  Colonel  Milea's  force  to  meet  ii 
On  the  22d  of  July,  however,  while  I  was  absent  from  my  headqaarliTf 
and  upon  the  Yellowstone,  Colonel  Gibbon  received  intelligence  by  tel^ 
gram  from  tbe  LieutenautUeneral  that  tbe  Nez  Percys  were  coming  wl- 
ward  over  tbe  Lo-Lo  trail,  and  oQ  tbe  same  day  proceeded  to  contto 
trate  all  the  available  troops  in  his  district  at  Missonla.  It  was  atstt 
sary  to  leave  one  company  at  each  of  the  posts  of  Fort  Sbaw,  Fon 
Ellis,  and  Gamp  Baker,  and  the  company  at  Dauphin  Bapids  waBOit 
of  reach.  He  directed  one  company  at  Fllis  to  proceed  at  once  to  Mis- 
soula, brought  tbe  company  at  Benton  and  one  of  tbe  two  oompaniH; 
at  Camp  Baker  up  to  Sbaw,  and  with  tbem  and  one  of  the  two  com-' 
panies  previously  at  Shaw  started  for  Missonla  on  the  28th,  MoR; 
this,  however,  a  rumor  reached  Captain  Kawn,  commanding  at  Hi"-; 
soula,  that  the  hostile  Indians  were  on  thf  Lo-Lo  trail,  and  od  tbn 
18tb  of  July  he  sent  oot  on  tbe  trail  a  small  reooonoitering  party,  nndcr 
command  of  Lieutenant  Woodbridge.  On  the  21at  another  small  pany< 
ander  Lieutenant  Coolidge,  was  sent  out.  From  information  obtaiiii<l 
by  these  parties.  Captain  Bawn  became  convinced  of  the  truth  of  tbe 
rumors  which  had  reached  him,  and  determined  to  endeavor  to  bold  tlx 
Lo-Lo  Pass  and  prevent  the  passage  of  tbe  Indians  into  the  BUt«f- 
Boot  Valley.  Tbe  following  extract  from  bis  aoDosl  report  gives  li:- 
operations  in  detail : 

Headquarters  Post  near  Uissol'la, 

StplemitT  30,  1^- 
Sir:  •  •  "  '  • 

iDformatlon  Laving  reccbed  me  lh«t  tbehMtilsNe*  Perc^  wore  coming  in  thisdirfctiur 
via  Lo-Lo  Pub*,  Bcuond  Lieut.  Fiinuis  Woodbridge,  Seventh  Inbntry,  *rllb  rout  >■ 
listed  men,  was  directed  to  move  that  way,  for  Ihe  parpote  of  reeoniH^leriDe  Ibe  movwa 
of  Ihe  enem;  and  reporting  Iheir  approaeb.  He  (Llenlenant  \Voodbrid)te)  and  part*  '•' 
hero  on  tbe  JHlh  of  July,  nod  having  waited  nulilllie  ^lelof  July,  nitboul  receiving  »i,' 
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inlellinnM  from  him  id  r^frard  to  the  ladiaoa,  I,  on  that  ilaM.  ordered  Hrst  Lieut.  C.  A^ 
Coolid)^  to  proceed  to  (he  puss,  and  penetTata  as  far  tbroagh  it  u  he  pmdently  eonld.  fnr- 
nishlof;  mn  wiih  any  aevt  of  momeiit  which  mif;bt  come  to  his  koowled|n>  He  wm  ae- 
companled  bj  one  Holdier  and  a  amall  party  of  citiHin  Toluateets.  On  the  3Sd  he  cants 
up  with  LiBQteaant  Woodbridee  and  partj,  who  wu  leluming  toward  Uinonla,  baving 
sconled  the  Lo-Lo  aa  far  as  Cflearwater.  Od  that  da;  a  half-breed,  who  had  been  B  prii' 
oner  in  the  Nei  Perc^  c-amp,  bnt  who  managed  to  escApe  therefrom,  caught  np  wilb  tbe 
detachments  in  the  pate,  atid  g-ave  information  ai  to  the  whereabonla  of  the  Indiana  and 
the  roDte  ther  were  tu  travel.  Lientcnant  Woodbiidge  dispatched  acearier  to  ma  with  tbe 
newB,  which  I  received  on  the  *ante  daj.  Tbe  Irnth  of  this  report  was  aeon  made  maoifeet, 
and  spread  ancb  alarm  in  the  Bitter-Root  Vallej  that  companies  were  ortcanized  to  lepel  Iba 
Indiana. 
ThejH 

^bat  con'.  ,....,.,.., 
■idered  the  moat  defensible  and  laajtteasily  Saokail  part  of  tbe  caiioD  between  tbe  Indiana 
and  Bitter  Boot  Vallcj.  This  was  about  eight  milea  from  the  mouth  of  the  canon,  and  two 
milea  from  camp  of  hastiles.  Hj  Intentions  were,  with  mj  force,  fire  commisaiooed  offi- 
cers and  thirty  enlisled  men,  and  assisted  bj  the  citizen  volnnteera,  to  compel  the  Indiana  to 
surrender  their  anna  and  ammunition,  and  to  dispute  their  paasage,  by  force  of  arms,  Into 
Bitlei  Root  Valley. 

On  the  27ib  of  July,  I  had  a  talk  with  Chiefs  Joaepb,  White  Bird,  and  LocdEin^-Olaw, 
who  proposed,  if  allowed  to  pass  unmolealed,  to  march  peaceably  through  the  Bitter  Boot 
Valley ;  but  I  tefosed  to  allow  them  to  pass  nnless  they  complied  with  my  BtipnUt<<ms  aa  to 
the  surrender  of  their  arms.  For  the  purpose  of  gaining  time  for  General  Howard's  forcea 
to  get  up  and  for  General  Gibbon  to  arrive  from  Shaw,  I  appointed  a  meeting  for  the  SSth 
with  Lookiug-Glaea,  accompanied  by  one  Indian  and  myself  by  Delaware  Jim  (Interpreter), 
the  meeting  to  take  place  in  open  prairie,  and  not  within  range  of  tbe  rlSss  of  their  whole 
camp.  The  meeting  was  had  accordingly,  bnt  I  anbmitted  to  him  the  aame  conditions  aa 
before,  to  wit,  that  If  he  wished  to  enter  the  valley  they  must  disarm  and  dismonnt,  anrren- 
derlng  all  stock.  Looking-Glasa  said  he  would  talk  to  bis  people,  and  would  tell  me  what 
(hey  said  at  9  a.,  m.  the  next  day.  Distmsling  him,  I  would  not  agTee  to  that  hour,  bnt  pro- 
posed 12.  m.  We  separated  without  agreement.  Nothing  satisfactory  having  resulted  from 
-L.  ,._c .  ._. J  ..  .L_  I 1..   iipecting  Ut  ■- '"■'      '- •'- "  — 


that  portion  of  the  volunteers  (some  one  hundred  or  more)  who  represented  Bitter  Root  Val- 
ley, hearing  that  the  Nez  Percys  promised  to  pass  nesceably  through  it,  determined  that  no 
act  of  bostility  on  their  part  should  provoke  the  Indians  to  a  contrary  measure,  and  without 
leave  left  in  aqnadsof  from  one  toadoxeo.  On  the28lh,  the  Indians  moved  from  tbeeaaon 
to  the  hills,  aaceoding  tbe  side  ooe-half  mile  In  my  front,  passed  my  flank,  and  went  into 
the  Bitter  Boot  Valley.  As  soon  as  1  found  they  were  passing  around  me,  and  hearing  that 
they  had  attacked  a  rear-guard  I  had  established  to  prevent  desertionj,  I  abandoned  the 
breastworks,  formed  skirmish  line  ocroestbe  eaiion  with  my  regulars  and  such  of  the  volaa- 
leers  aa  I  conid  control,  and  advanced  in  the  direction  the  Indians  had  gone.  They  did  not 
accept  s  fight,  bat  retreated  again  into  Bitter  RooL  At  the  month  of  Lo-Lo,  and  before 
reaching  it,  all  tbe  volanteersliad  left  me  but  a  doaeo  or  twenty  Miesoala  men,  and  I  was 
obliged  to  return  to  this  post.  Some  of  the  people  at  Stevensvilte  and  at  Corvallis  treated 
with  tbsee  Indians  for  everything  they  desired,  whisky  included  (in  one  case  ammnaltion). 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


CHA8.  C.  EAWN. 
CaptttiM  8eBtMk  lnfanlTf,  Commtutding  Pall. 
AaslVTAST  AlMtTTAKT-GBItERAL, 

DtpartmtMt  of  DakaUi,  Saint  Paul,  Htaa. 
The  company  from  Fort  Ellis  reached  MisBoala  on  the  29th  of  Jaly. 
Colonel  Gibbon,  with  bis  three  wnipanies,  having  taken  a  direct  trail 
across  the  moaatains  by  way  of  Cadotte's  Pass,  and  having  made  a  very 
rapid  march,  reached  the  same  place  on  the  3d  of  Angnst.  On  the  next 
day,  Aagnat  i,  with  tbe  Bix  companies  thus  concentrated  and  a  small 
party  of  citizen  volunteers,  Iw  took  np  the  parsuit  of  the  Kez  Percys. 
The  following  is  Golonel  Gibbon's  report  of  his  operations,  including  his 
most  gallant  action  with  the  mach  superior  force  of  Indians  opposnl  to 
him : 

HEAi>QUARTEit!<  District  of  Uohtaha. 

fori  SJmio.  Mont.,  SeptembtT%  1677. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  aubmit  the  following  report  of  recent  military  oparationa  in  Hum 
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at  Fort  BentoD  (F),  with  tbe  cxeeptioD  of  ilx  men,  to  move  at  once  to  Fort  Shiv.  Tb; 
were  concenbiUed  there  ou  the  27th  of  July.  The  next  day,  with  eompanj  K  mi  irnr 
man  to  be  spared  from  tbe  post,  the  connnand,  namberinK  eight  officen  and  lennij- 
■iz  meo,  commeaced  the  march  for  Missoula,  via  Calotte's  Paso,  with  pack-mnlct.  Tit 
distanco  (150  miles)  was  accomplished  Id  leren  da^s.  the  command  raaching  At  un 
post  at  Missoola  late  ia  tbe  aftemooD  of  the  3d  of  Antriut,  in  w agani  Mnt  out  In  nni  it 
preceded  the  day  befole  by  myself  and  tbe  mooiilecl  detachment  ondar  Lieot.  Siua  E 
Bradley.  Tbe  Nei  Ferc^  with  a  Ivf^  herd  of  bones,  had,  on  tbe  88tb  nltiiM.  at 
Goeded  in  aTtndinr  Captain  Rawn's  little  command,  by  marching  arotmd  it,  uid  hsd  Oaan 
up  the  valley  of  the  Bitter  Boot.  Tbey  were  then  leieurelv  moving  up  tbe  nlltj,  ki.hi£f 
for  a  day  or  two  at  a  time  to  trade  off  to  tbe  inbabilants  their  stolen  atock  and  plisJci  i.' 
freab  boraes,  food,  and  ■applies  of  all  kinds,  ioclndiitr  UDmanition.  Tbe  pitifDl  ipMst'  I 
was  preseuted  of  tbese  red-banded  pluitdercra,  fresh  from  Ifae  alaoEhter  of  the  peinfiil  v, 
tiers  of  a  neigh borine  Territory,  being  faroished  by  the  ratiiens  of  Hontuia  with  brahn:- 
piles,  which  enabled  tbem  to  continue  tbeir  flight  and  tbeir  mnrderous  wot^  in  oUierptTSii 
this  Territory.  One  bright  exception  stands  ont  in  bold  relief  to  what  apprars  ts  hkce  bf- 
tbe  mle  in  the  lower  part  of  Bitter  Root  Valley.  Mr.  Young,  of  Corvallia,  lefosed  M  bir<  , 
for  their  blood'money,  closed  his  store,  and  dared  them  to  do  their  worst. 

On  the  4tb,  with  my  command  re-enforced  with  seven  officers  and  all  the  mMi  tolitifKK 
liom  Captain  Rawn's  command  (which  had  been  in  the  mean  time  streDgthemd  bj  G  Cta  | 
pany,  Seventh  Infantry,  and  every  avulable  man  to  be  spared  from  Fort  Ellli),  1  Ut  i:!  | 
.  post  at  one  o'clock  with  fifteen  officers  and  one  hnndred  and  forty-six  men,  in  ■agoni.  u' 
iiiOT«d  to  Stev«n*ville>wbich  we  reached  aboat  nine  o'clock,  adislanceof  lomei^  milet.  Tu 
next  day  we  made  30  miles,  and  were  joined  by  a  number  of  ^tiiena  from  tbe  llppn  ViLi' 
who  volunteered  as  scouts,  and  to  join  ns  in  tbe  fight  if  we  should  overtake  the  loditu.  i 
bad  been  informed  that  beyond  a  certun  pmni  it  would  be  impracticable  to  take  wS|{oia  u^ 
tberafbre,  brought  along  our  pack-mules  and  pack-saddles,  intendiu|r.  when  ihe  tioir  un 
to  cut  loose  from  our  wagons  snd  take  to  the  packs;  bat  on  this  day  I  was  fortossle  covifi 
to  secure  the  services  of  Mr.  Joe  Blodgett,  a  man  thoroughly  acqaainted  with  the  cou-j 
who  assured  me  that  he  had  brought  ligblly -loaded  wagons  over  the  trail  all  the  Kif  btt 
Bannock,  and  that  it  was  a  passable,  althougb  a  difficult  road.  Tbe  road  «s>  tiRlj'.^ 
until  we  commenced  to  climb  tbe  divide  separaliug  us  from  Ross  Hole,  al  tbe  eilrtitH  iip;<: 
end  of  the  Bitter  Boot  Valley.  Here  the  ascent  was  so  steep,  rugged,  and  crooked  Ibu  ■• 
were  compelled  to  halt  at  night-fall  and  make  a  dry  camp  before  reaching  tbe  samnii.  b>i- 
iog  succeeded  in  making  during  tbe  day  only  24  miles.  The  next  day  (7th)  wc  "m  t'l;-" 
bonn  in  re«cbing  tbe  snmmit.  and  succeeded  in  making  only  I'H  mile*,  wilt  t  '■ 
the  greater  ascent  before  us  for  the  oexi  day.  We  had  up  to  this  time  been  passing  ngiiia''< 
IiKbati  eanplng  fffotinds,  which  showed  tbat  tbey  wt^re  moving  at  the  rate  of  aboal  U«'< 
milea  a  day  ;  so  uat  if  we  could  coDtlane  to  double  tbe  distance,  tbe  queatiou  of  oTnaLic 
the  ciMmy  was  simply  one  of  time.  No  accurate  estimate  of  their  strength  could  be  oV' 
as  many  of  tbem  occupied  simple  brush  shelters.  It  was  observed,  also,  that  tbctRp- 
poles,  always  left  stand Idk  in  their  camps,  were  collected  each  ulght  for  temporal?  paipow. 
and  DO  linis  of  teepee-poles  nor  Iravois  for  wounded  were  seen  on  tbe  tiul.  Ibt  bnl^ 
mate  of  their  strength  1  could  obtain  from  the  inhabitants  of  tbe  valley  gave  tbem  laolu- 
dred  and  sixty  waniora,  all  of  whom  were  well  aimed,  and  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  u". 


On  camping  at  tbe  foot  of  themsin  divide  of  tbe  Rocky  Mountains  ou  tbecvcningt^l^ 
7lb,  Lieutenant  Bradley,  who  had  been  sent  in  advance  during  the  dajr  with  bis  iiumilr!| 
Dnn  and  a  small  party  of  citizens,  offered  to  make  a  night  march,  if  poanble  oTHtib| 
tbe  camp,  and  make  an  attempt  to  stampede  tbe  herd,  which  every  indication  »bo«( 
was  very  large.  Some  twenty-five  of  the  citiiens  volunteered  to  accompany  him  ;  as  did  iir 
Lieut.  J.W.Jacobs,  regimental  quarlerm  aster,  Seventh  Infantry  ;  bis  nepbew,  Mr.&J.H"- 
ron,  of  Kentucky ;  Sereeant  Wilson,  1  Company,  Seventh  In&utry ;  and  Boatnick,  tlw  [«>- 
guide  of  Fort  Sbaw.  ^  accordance  with  this  taggestion.  Lieutenant  Bradley,  with  bitoa 
maud,  amounting  to  some  siit^  men,  wm  orderM  to  pnsb  forward  during  tbe  nigbt  sDii  r.'; 
to  strike  the  camp  before  daylight.  | 

The  next  mommg  the  main  body  resumed  the  march  at  fire  o'clock  aitd  at  eDceea-j 
menced  to  ascend  the  formidable  bariier  in  its  front,  tbe  difficnl^M  of  tbe  road  bung  mcrMV^I 
by  the  mianlities  of  fallen  timber  which  had  lobe  removed  or  got  around.  Our  wagoiu  ■^' 
very  lightly  loaded,  and  by  doubling  teams  and  using  the  men  at  drse-ropes  we  lacnelr- 
in  reaching  the  summit,  a  distance  of  about  two  miles,  in  six  hours.  From  thenos  s  psit 
incline  led  for  over  SO  miles  down  into  Ihe  Big  Hole  Basin.  Bat  tba  ntd  was  mmic^ 
Btructed  by  fallen  timber  and  a  difficult  stream,  nilh  abrupt  banks,  which  we  were  obli^  - 
cross  numerous  times.  Here  the  services  of  our  eicetlent  guide,  Joe  Blodget,  wta  v.^ 
valuable,  and  but  for  him  we  could  not  possibly  hive  made  even  the  time  we  did.  Bii'' 
we  had  reached  thesummltl  received  a  courier  from  Lieutenant  Bradley,  informing  ivit« 
tbe  distance  be  bad  to  pass  over  was  greater  than  supposed,  sud  that  daylight  had  aveiutK 
him  before  be  had  succeeded  in  reaching  the  camp  of  tbe  Indiana.    We  posbed  ahrad  'i^' 

out  waiting  to  rest  or  feed  the  animals,  and  later  In  the  d»»  I  received  another  n — '" 

bim,  informing  me  that  be  bad  discovered  tbe  location  of  tbe  I'   " 
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bin  c«n]uino<l  in  tlie  failla,  antl  wu  awaUiDg  mj  Krrivn].  Fearing  the  IndiaoB  would  dU' 
cover  bim,  I  left  tlie  train  andec  cbirgeaf  one  companyCI'O^D'B)  to  come  od  as  fast  u  pos- 
sible, and  gtarted  forward  with  the  rest  of  the  command  and  the  moantain  hawitier;  but 
with  all  the  speed  we  coold  make,  it  was  nearlj  sunset  before  we  reached  Iiieutenaai  Brad- 
le; '■  position,  and  the  Indian  camp  was  still  four  or  five  miles  distant,  The  train  was  sow 
brought  Qp,  cloeelf  parked  amid  (he  brush  of  the  little  vsUey  down  which  wo  were  travel- 
ing, and  the  animals  turned  out  to  rest  and  feed.  No  fires  were  built,  an<l  after  posting 
pickets,  all  laid  down  to  rest  until  eleven  o'clock.  At  that  bum  the  ftiminand,  now  co<\- 
sistine  of  seventeen  officers,  one  hundred  and  tbirtj-two  men,  and  thirty-four  citizens, 
KtartM  down  the  trail  on  foot,  each  mtm  being  provided  with  ninelT  rounds  of  ammuaition. 
The  howitzer  could  not  accompany  the  column  in  consequence  of  the  quantity  of  h\[en  tim- 
ber obstructing  tbe  trail  and  the  noise  which  would  have  to  be  made  In  removing  it.  Orders 
were,  therefore,  given  that  at  early  daylight  it  should  start  after  us  with  a  pack-mute,  loaded 
with  two  thousand  rounds  of  extra  ammunition.  The  thirty-four  citizens  who  volunteered 
to  accompany  us  being  joined  to  Lieutenant  Bradley's  command,  the  advance  was  given  to 
him,  and  the  colutnu  moved  in  silence  down  the  trail,  the  night  being  clear  and  starlight. 
AfWr  proceeding  about  three  miles  the  country  opened  out  into  the  Big  Kole  Basin,  and  still 
following  tbe  trail,  guided  by  one  of  the  citizens  who  knew  the  locality,  we  turned  to  the 
left,  and  following  along  tbe  low  foot-hills,  soon  came  in  sight  of  fires.  ARer  proceeding 
about  a  mile  from  where  we  emerged  from  the  mountains  we  paased  through  a  point  o( 
timber  projecting  into  tbe  valley,  and  just  beyond  encountered  a  large  herd  of  nonies  gnziug 
apon  tbe  hill-side.  As  n  e  silently  advanced  tbey  commenced  neigbiug,  but  fortunately  did 
not  become  alarmed,  and  by  the  time  we  had  passed  through  the  berd  the  outline  of  the 
teepees  could  be  made  out  in  tbe  bottom  below.  Tbe  command  was  now  baited  and  all  I^d 
down  to  wail  for  daylight.  Here  we  waited  for  two  hours  in  plain  hearing  of  tbe  barking 
•dogs,  crying  of  babies,  and  other  nsises  of  the  camp.  Just  before  daylight  Sanno's  com- 
pany and  tuen  Comba'a  were  sent  down  into  tbe  valley  and  deployed  as  skicmisbers.  As 
day  began  to  break  and  enable  me  to  make  out  tbe  ground  beneath  us,  I  found  that  the 
teepees,  in  tbe  form  of  an  open  V,  with  tbe  apex  toward  us,  extended  along  tbe  opposite 
side  of  a  large  creek  some  two  or  three  hundred  yards  from  us. 

The  intervening  space  between  the  camp  and  tbe  foot  of  the  slope  upon  which  we  stood 
was  almost  entirely  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  willow  brush  in  the  grassy  spacea  be- 
tween which  herds  of  ponies  were  grazing.  A  deep  slough,  with  water  in  places  w^st 
deep,  wound  thrangh  this  bottom  from  right  to  left,  and  hod  to  be  crossed  before  the  stream 
itself  could  be  reached.  At  the  light  increased  Comba  and  Sanno  were  ordered  to  move 
forward,  Ihen  Bradley  and  bis  citizens  on  the  left,  with  Rawn  and  Williams  In  support.  All 
pushed  in  perfect  silence,  while  now  scarcely  a  sound  isaned  from  the  camp.  Suddenly  a 
single  shot  in  the  eKlreme  left  rang  out  on  the  dear  morning  atr,  fallowed  quickly  by  several 
others,  and  tbe  whole  line  pushed  rapidly  forward  through  the  brush.  Logan's  company 
being  sent  in  on  the  mn  on  tbe  extreme  right,  a  heavy  fite  was  at  once  opened  along  tbe 
whole  tine  of  the  teepeos,  tbe  startled  Indians  rushing  from  them  in  every  direction,  and  for 
a  few  momsuta  no  shots  were  returned.  Comba  and  ijanno  first  struck  the  camp  at  tbe  apex 
fo  the  V,  crossed  thema  in  stream,  and  delivered  their  fire  at  close  range  into  the  teepees 
and  the  Indians  as  they  passed  from  tbem.  Many  of  the  Indiana  broke  atones  for  the  brush, 
and  sheltering  themselves  behind  tbe  creek  bank,  opened  fire  on  the  troops  as  they  came  into 
the  open  ground.  This  was  especially  the  case  on.  the  right  or  upper  end  of  tbe  camp  where 
tbe  creek  made  a  bend  toward  our  line.  As  Logan  and  the  right  of  the  line  swept  forward 
our  men  found  themselves  directly  at  the  backs  of  theee  Indians,  and  here  the  greatest 
slBQghter  took  place.  In  less  than  twenty  minutes  we  had  complete  possession  of  tbo  whole 
camp,  and  orders  were  given  to  commence  destroying  it.  But  the  Indians  had  not  given 
Dp  the  fight,  and  while  a  portion  of  the  command  was  engaged  in  setting  fire  to  the  teepees, 
other  portions  were  occupied  in  replying  to  the  ri fle-s ho ta  which  now  canie  noon  us  from 
every  direction^lbe  brush,  the  creek-bank,  tbe  open  prairie,  and  the  distant  bills.  The  fire 
from  these  tatter  positions,  although  at  long  range,  was  by  far  the  most  deadly,  and  it  soon 
became  evident  that  the  enemy's  sharp-shooters,  hidden  behind  trees,  rocks,  Slc,  poaseaaed 
an  immense  advantage  over  ns,  in  so  mncb  that  we  could  net  compete  with  them.  At 
almost  every  crock  of  a  rifie  from  tbe  distant  bills  some  member  of  the  command  was  sure 
to  fall.  My  acting  adjutant,  Lieut.  C.  A.  Woodruff,  and  myself,  with  our  horsea,  were 
wounded  at  this  time.  Under  these  circumstances  the  only  remedy  was  to  take  up  some 
position  where  we  would  be  more  on  an  equality  with  tbe  enemy.  Orders  were,  tbeiefore, 
relnctantly  given  to  withdraw,  through  the  brnah,  to  a  position  under  the  hill  from  which 
we  had  first  started,  and  then  posh  for  tbe  timber  through  which  we  had  passed  in  the  nigbt. 
This  movement  waa  sacceasfuUy  accomplished,  such  of  our  wounded  as  we  could  find  being 
carried  with  us,  and  the  few  Indians  who  occupied  the  timber  being  driven  out.  Here  we 
took  up  our  position,  and  sheltering  ouiselvea  behind  the  trees,  fallen  logs,  Slc,  replied  to 
tbe  fire  of  the  sharp-shooters,  who  soon  gathered  aronnd  ns,  occupying  the  brush  below  and 
the  timber  above.  For  a  time  their  fire  was  very  close  and  deadly,  and  here  Lieutenant 
English  received  a  mortal  wound,  Captain  Williams  waa  sliuck  a  aecond  time,  and  a  large 
□umber  of  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  Indiana  crawled  up  aa  closely  as  tbey  daied  to 
come,  and  with  yells  of  encAuragement  urged  each  other  on :  but  our  men  met  tbem  with 
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e.  bold  front,  nod  our  fire,  u  we  aflerwud  teamed  bj  the  blood  and  dead  InJiuu  ivml 
panisbed  them  Beyettlj.  i 

Just  as  WB  look  up  our  position  in  tbe  timber  Iwo  shots  from  oni  bowitift  on  lb(  irt ' 
above  ns  wen  heard,  and  we  alleiward  lesmed  that  tbe  gua  and  pack-mule  wiihtaB.-  ' 
nitlon  were  on  the  load  to  lu  iaterceiilsd  bj  the  Indians. 

The  DOD-MinmEssioned  officers  in  cbarjEe,  Sereeaoti  Daly  and  FrederinaDdCoraonlSt;';  ' 
made  the  beat  reatstauce  tbej  could,  whilst  the  two  privates  cowBrdlr  fled  at  tbe  first  ifpar  : 
•□ce  of  daoRer,  and  never  stopped  until  they  bad  put  *  hundred  miles  between  IbcmMl'i- 
Bud  tbe  battle-Geld,  spreading,  of  course,  tu  such  cowards  alwaj*  do,  when  llwTTndF^ 
tbe  seltlemeots,  (he  most  exaggerated  reports  of  the  dire  calamitj  whioh  had  oTeilsknib 
entire  command.  The  piece  was  firsd  twice,  and  as  tbe  Indians  closed  around  it  ibt  ih 
used  (beir  rifles.  Corporal  Sales  was  billed,  the  two  serzeants  wounded,  the  sainult  rir 
down,  and  private  John  O.  Bennett,  the  driver,  entangled  in  their  fall.  Cutting  hicv 
loose,  be  tucceeded  in  reacbius  tbe  brusli  and  escaped  to  Ihe  train,  which  tbe  two  seritui. 
Blodg«tt,  tbe  guide,  and  William,  a  colored  servant  of  Lieutenant  Jacobs,  also  rescbed.  1: 
tbe  mean  time  out  fight  in  the  timber  conlioaed,  with  more  or  less  acllvilj.  all  dij.  B^ 
every  hour  was  increasing;  the  strength  of  oar  position,  when  a  new  dinger  threakwd  f. 
A  strone  wind  was  blowing  from  the  west,  and,  taking  advantage  of  Ibis,  the  ladiuH  v 
fire  to  tbe  grass,  intending,  donbtless,  U>  follow  up  the  fire  and  make  a  dash  upon  ta  xhJf 
we  were  blinded  by  the  dense  smohe.  But,  fortuuately,  the  grass  was  too  green  la  Inr 
rapidly,  and  before  the  fire  reached  any  of  Ihe  dead  timber  lying  about  us  it  went  ddl  Ti^ 
llldlans  retniinei]  aronnd  tis,  firing  occasionally  nearly  all  night.  They  bid,  honw. 
broksD  camp  immediately  after  tve  abandoned  it,  and  sent  ofiF  their  women,  childnii.  u> 
herds  Id  a  southerly  direction.     During  tbe  night  I  sent  a  runner  to  the  train,  and  tv-  -^- 


to  Deer  Lodge,  via  French's  Gulch,  tor  medical  assistance  and  supplies,  fearing  oor  uu 
bad  been  captured.  This  fear  was  increased  early  the  next  morning,  on  tbe  iTrinI  cJ  i 
courier  from  General  Ueward,  who  said  he  had  seen  nothing  of  it.  He  bod  pasud  ii  i 
the  darkness  of  the  night  mithont  seeing  il.  Later  in  the  day  we  communicated  iriil  ik 
tndn  ;  but  the  Indians,  in  small  paities,  still  appearing  in  the  interval  which  sepuauJ  s 
from  it,  I  lent  Captain  Browuiog,  with  twenty-five  men,  to  bring  it  in,  and  it  rradieil  l- 
just  before  snndown,  bringing  na  our  much-needed  blankets  and  provisions,  not.  htnr'TfL 
antil  we  had  partially  conaumed  ths  flesh  of  Lieutenant  Woodruff's  horse,  brooghi  "onulr. 
to  our  positi:D  and  conveniently  killed  by  the  Indians  inside  onr  lines.  The  tndiaoi  ;>'' 
ns  a  parting  shower  of  bullets  abont  eleven  o'clock  that  night,  and  we  saw  no  more  of  i^ 
afterward. 

Parties  were  sent  out  on  the  llth  to  bury  the  dead,  all  of  whom  were  fosud,  recogiii^  : 
and  decently  interred  :  and  to  recover  tbe  howitzer,  which  was  found  concealed  inlbtbnu^  ; 
the  carriage-wheels  being  carried  off.  At  10  a.  m,,  General  Howard  reached  mjcomp.bi  i 
ing  pushed  forward  with  a  small  escort  under  tbe  belief  that  be  wu  coming  to  a  aontry  : 
leaguered  party;  and  the  next  morning  bis  medical  officers  arrived  and  gave  to  our  lafhtiK  | 
wouuded  tbe  much-needed  attendance.  The  followiug  day  (13th},  havine  asaigiied  lo  Ji^i; 
with  General  Howard,  to  aid  in  the  pursuit,  fifty  men  of  my  command,  under  Capt^nflnna- 
Ing  and  Lieutenants  Wriglit  and  Van  Orsdale,  all  of  whom  volunteered  for  the  lerriR,  i 
lei  t  Ihe  battlefield,  with  the  wounded  and  the  balance  of  tbe  command,  for  Deer  Lodp 
over  to  miles  distant.  I  reached  that  place  on  the  liitbi  and  the  command  the  out  j>! 
thanks  to  tbe  spontaneous  assistance  promptly  forwarded  to  us  by  tbe  citiiena  of  Htka 
Deer  Lodge,  and  Butte, 

lu  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  speak  in  the  most  commendatory  terms  of  the  coOiIikIi' 
both  officers  and  men  (with  the  exception  of  the  two  cowards  who  deserted  Ihe  bowitur 
With  the  exception  of  Captain  Logan  and  Lieutenant  Bradley,  both  of  whom  were  kill^ 
very  early  in  the  action,  every  officer  came  nnder  my  personal  observation  at  some  tioH  (< 
other  during  the  fight,  and  where  all  were  so  active,  aealons,  and  courageous,  not  onl)'  -i 
themselves  fighting  and  in  cheering  on  the  men,  but  in  prompt  obedience  to  every  ordin.  1 
find  it  out  of  the  question  to  make  any  attempt  at  discrimination,  and  will  simply  mtsliiK 
the  names  of  those  who  were  present  in  Ihe  battle.    They  were : 

Captuns  C.  C,  Rawn,  Bichard  Combs,  George  L.  Browning,J.  H.J.  Sanno,  Coram 
'Williams  Cwonnded  twice),  and  William  Logan  (killed)  ;  Vint  Lieuts.  C.  A.  Cooli<l;' 
(wounded  three  times),  James  H.  Bradley,  (killed),  J.  W.  Jacobs,  Regimental  Qosnt:- 
maater,  Allan  U.  Jackson,  George  H.  Wright,  and  William  L.  English  (mortallj  woomK 
and  since  dead);  and  Second  Lieats.  C.  A.  Woodruff,  acting  adjntant,  (wounded ibm 
times),  J.  T.  Van  Orsdale,  E.  E.  Hardin,  and  Francis  VToodbndge. 

For  the  officers  engaged  in  this  sharp  little  affair  I  have  nothing  to  ask,  and  am  qsiIIf  • 
persnade  myaelfta  ask  for  that  next  thing  to  nothing,  a  brevet.  But  I  ermestly  urn  lu 
the  anihortties  may  ask  of  Congress  tbe  enactment  of  a  special  law  giving  officers  Wow  it- 
grade  of  field-officers  and  soldiers  wounded  in  battle  the  same  increase  of  pay  ss  thr;  •'' 
now  entitled  to  for  every  five  years  of  service,  (be  law  to  go  into  effect  irom  tbs  comitKiK^ 
meni  of  the  present  fiscal  year. 

A  complete  list  of  casualties  is  appended  to  this  report,  showing  a  loss  of  the  ttxff^ 
engaged  (131).  incliidingtbehowUEerparty,or39  killed  and  40  wounded.  CapUiD tWi 
who  bad  charge  of  onr  bniial  party,  reports  93  dead  Indians  found  on  tbe  field,  sDJfii 
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mora  dead  warrion  were  funnd  lu  %  niTine  Bome  distance  from  the  battle- field  anertheeoin* 
maad  left  tb«ie. 

'  Firit  Lient.  Henry  M.  Betuon  reacbed  Fort  Bhaw  rrom  sick  leave  the  day  after  tbe  com- 
mand left  tbere:  altngetber  not  fit  for  daly,  be  elarted  tbe  same  day  and  endeavored  to  over- 
take tbe  commaDd,  but  fsilBd,  He  Ibea  itaxted  for  Hisaoula  b;  stafo,  aad  finally  reported 
to  me  at  Deer  Liiidg",  Angast  15.  At  his  earnest  solicitation  I  ordered  Mm  down  on  tbs 
etsf^road  to  take  cbaiee  of  inch  militia  oncauluklloni  as  be  found  there  and  to  report  to 
General  Hoirlu'd.  Tbishc  did,  w»«  attached  to  Captain  Norwood's  company.  Second  Cavalry, 
went  Into  action  with  it  on  the  20th  of  Aaruit.  aud  while  gallantly  tigLtiog,  wu  woanded, 
tbni  adding  one  more  to  tbe  casualties  in  tbe  retciment. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
Ci^antt  Sevtmlh  Infantry,  C»iiinninditig. 
The  Assistant  ADjirrANT-OeNEHAi,, 

DtpTlmtM  of  D^oia,  Satat  Paul,  Minn. 

I  think  that  no  one  can  read  tbis  report  from  Colonel  Gibbon  witbont 
feelings  of  great  admlratioD  for  bim,  for  bis  officera,  for  bis  men,  and 
for  tbe  citizen  volunteers  wbo  fought  with  tbem ;  bat  with  the  admira- 
tion which  their  gallantry,  resolution,  and  devotion  excites,  other  feel- 
ings will  mingle.  There  can  be  no  doabt  that  bad  tbe  troops  ander 
Colonel  Gibbon's  command  nnmbered  three  hundred  men  instead  of  one 
bandred  and  forty-two,  the  THez  Perces  war  would  have  ended  then  and 
there.  Had  tlie  Seventh  Infantry  been  maintained  at  even  tbe  mini- 
mam  strength  of  an  efficient  regiment,  tbe  six  companies  engaged  woald 
have  been  sufficient  to  accomplish  the  complete  overthrow  of  tbe  enemy. 
It  is  painful  to  contemplate  the  famons  Seventh  Infuntry,  a  regiment 
whose  history  is  interwoven  with  that  of  tbe  country  from  the  battle  of 
New  Orleans  to  the  present  bonr,  so  attenuated  that  with  more  than  half 
of  itfi  companies  present  it  could  take  into  action  hnt  one  hundred  and 
forty-two  men.  And  it  is  equally  painful  to  behold  its  coUmei,  recently 
a  major-general  and  a  distingaished  corps  commander,  rednced  to  the 
necessity  of  Hghtiog,  rifle  in  band,  as  a  private  soldier,  and  compelled  by 
a  sense  of  duty  to  lead  a  mere  squad  of  men  as  a  forlorn-hope  against  n 
savage  enemy  from  whom  defeat  would  have  been  destrnction. 

The  history  of  the  pnrsuit  of  tbe  Nez  Percys  immediately  after  the  ac- 
tion at  Big  Hole  Pass  belongs  properly  to  the  report  of  Brigadier- Gen- 
eral Howard,  commanding  tbe  Department  of  tbe  GolumbJH,  but  some 
few  troops  belonging  to  this  department  were  with  General  Howard,  and 
others  were  moving  to  check  the  Indians  in  their  flight,  I  thereforu  quote 
tbe  following  sketch  of  these  operations  from  Colonel  Gibbon's  annual 
report : 

Hem>quarters  District  of  Montana, 

FoTt  SMaiP,  Moniana,  OtuAtr  16,  lUn. 

Sir:  ■  ■  ■  '  •  * 

The  hostile  Nei  Perots,  after  leaving  tbe  Big  Hole  battlefield,  proceeded  eooth  past  the  town 
of  Bannock,  mnrdering  settlers  and  stealing  atock  as  they  went ;  croesed  the  main  divide 
of  tbe  Hocky  Monntains  east  of  Fort  Lambie,  then  moved  across  the  divide  agdn  at  Henry's 
Lake,  down  to  tbe  Uadiion  Biver,  up  that  stream  to  the  Geyser  Basin,  through  that  to  tbe 
Yellowstone  River.  This  stream  they  crossed  below  Yellowstone  I^aka  and  moved  down 
tbe  right  bank  of  the  stream  to  the  East  Fork;  then,  after  some  delay,  np  that  to  tbe  head  of 
Clark's  Fork  and  down  that  to  Iha  Yellowstone.  On  the  receipt  of  informatioDtfaot  Colonel 
Stargis.  wltb  a  part  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  was  on  bis  way  from  the  Lower  Yellowstone, 
to  the  Judith  Baaln,  and  that  tbe  Nei  Feri:^,  in  front  of  Oeueral  Howard,  had  crossed  the 
Cofinno  road  sonth  of  Pleasant  Valley,  I  sent,  August  17,  two  dispatches  to  Colonel  Bturgis 
to  move  with  all  speed  to  Fort  Ellis,  hoping  to  get  him  there  in  time  to  move  up  the  Yeltow- 
sUne  River,  and  bead  off  tbe  Indians  before  thev  crossed  to  the  eastward  of  that  atream  ; 
but  my  diepatcfaee  did  not  reach  him  until  he  bad  arrived  on  the  Huiselsbell.  His  advance, 
which  was  one  day  abeadof  him,  under  Lieutenant  Doane,  Second  Cavalry,  with  Lieutenant 
De  Bndio's  company.  Seventh  Cavalry,  and  a  party  of  Crow  scouts,  pusbedat  once  for  Il'ort 
EUie,  which  was  reached  on  the  26th  of  Augost,  and  on  tbe  97th,  Lieutenant  Doane  was  or- 
dered by  telegraph  to  posh  up  the  Yellowstone  to  the  bridge  at  tbe  mouth  of  East  Pork, 
croM  thai,  and  leel  for  the  Indians  op  the  right  bank  of  tbe  Yellowstone.    On  tbe  same  day 
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inform ation  bsTio^  baen  receiTed  Ibat  Colonel  Stnrgit  fai4  reMbed  Ibt  Crow  *it*My  mJiri 
were  dUpstcbed  to  bim  to  piub  up  to  the  head  of  Clark's  Fork,  and  be  Mcordinulf  M  &■■ 
fort  C.  F.  fimitb  rood,  to  go  np  uat  stream,  on  September  3.  In  the  mean  timi  Ucgietui 
DoBQa,  Id  obedience  to  bis  oriarB,  proceeded  with  hia  commund  ap  the  Xellowatoiu,  nia. 
on  approacblng  Oardinera  Birer,  on  tbe  3d  of  Septembar,  he  foand  hinuelf  in  the  pfuau 
of  tome  o(^  noamaa.  Here  be  waa  oTertaken  bj  LieatuDant'ColoDel  Gilbert  SaTmibli- 
faotrj,  who  bod  been  aent  oat  nndar  apecial  initractioos  front  Fart  Ellis,  with  N'orwK'' ' 
companr  of  cavalrj.  with  dlrectiona  to  take  cammaDd  of  Liealensnt  Donne'i  partj  uJ  aa- 
launicAte  with  General  Howard  i  then  to  Mvern  himMlf  according  lo  the  inatmetiaEU  of  lir 
General  of  the  Armj  aud  Geoeral  Howard!  This  ommand  wai  then  tnmad  back  U  mSn. 
deQected  to  the  westward,  and  after  passing  throagh  a  very  roagb  and  difficoli  tiim[:< 
stmck  tbe  trail  ofGeneral  Howard's  colamn  ia  the  Geyser  &sin  and  followed  it  i»«Uui 
down  Clark's  Fork  from  whence  it  returned  to  Fort  Ellis,  haviag  failed  to  orertaka  Gtni'v 

The  Indians,  aflar  cnwsiDE  the  YanowBt«ne  Biver,  came  down  the  rifbt  bank  u  k  v 
Baronetle's  bridge,  which  thej  borned,  and  then  moved  slowlj  ap  tbe  KssI  Fork.  Siht.:: 
the  head  of  Clark's  Fork  od  tbe  4tb,  General  Howard  repaired  tbe  bridge  and  crontd  i:  i 
the  fifth  eontibaiug  the  pursait. 

Very  respecttiilty,  yoar  obedient  aervant, 

JOHN  OIBBOK. 
Colutul  ScctKtA  hfantr),  Ctmrnttiitt 
Assistant  Adjutakt-Grneral. 

Dtfarlmtat  of  Dakota,  Saimt  Patl,  Min. 

Od  tbe  2d  of  Augnst,  Captain  Korwood,  with  Company  L  of  the  Srt 
cod  Gavalry,  which  had  been  detailed  to  escort  tbe  General  of  the  Arm; 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Bighorn  to  Fort  Ellis,  reached  the  lastnsmcd 
place.  On  the  8th,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Coloael  Gibboo,  be  k':. 
that  post  to  join  Colonel  Gibbon's  colamn.  On  reaching  it,  he  vas«t 
dared  to  report  to  General  Howard,  of  whose  colamn  bis  commuiJ 
formed  a  part  until  it  reached  Camas  Creek,  where  he  and  the  earslrt 
of  General  Howard's  force  proper  were  engaged  with  the  Xez  Pereri. 
Lientenant  Benson,  of  the  Seventh  Infantry,  who  bad  been  attached  u 
Captain  Norwood's  company,  was  with  bim  in  this  action,  and  whik 
rendering  ralaable  service  was  severdy  woonded.  Sis  enlisted  ni« 
Trere  also  wounded,  two  of  tbem  mortally. 

Captain  yorwood  himself  received  from  General  Howard  warm  aid 
generous  praise  for  bis  gallantry  and  excellent  service.  Captaio  Sot- 
wood  returned  to  Fort  Ellis  on  tbe  2dth  of  August  His  report  is  hm' 
with  appeuded.  In  that  portion  of  Colonel  Olbboa'a  annnal  report 
which  I  have  quoted  above  reference  is  made  to  the  eiforts  of  Lieatdi- 
ant-CoIonel  Gilbert,  of  the  Seventh  Infontry,  to  join  General  Hovani. 
It  shoold  be  added  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gilbert  left  Fort  Ellison 
the  3lBt  of  Augnst  with  Company  L  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  now  aoAa 
command  of  Lieutenant  SchoSeld,aQd  that  it  was  with  thiscompanj.iL 
addition  to  the  force  under  Lieutenant  Doane,  that  he  followed  GeDeii| 
Howard's  trail. 

The  course  of  events  now  leads  ua  back  to  the  district  of  the  Yello*- 
stone.  On  the  3d  of  Angast,  before  it  was  known  that  the  N»  Pemi 
were  moving  toward  this  department,  orders  were  sent  to  Colonel  Milr^ 
to  send  the  three  companies  of  the  Second  Chivalry,  which  still  reinaiDcii 
with  him,  back  to  Fort  Ellis.  This  order,  however,  conld  not  be  obeyed 
immediately,  for  these  troops  had  previously  been  sent  on  a  distant  t» 
connaissance  and  could  not  be  reached.  Subsequent  events  led  to  ibi 
revocation  of  the  order.  On  the  30th,  after  the  news  of  the  actioD  « 
the  Big  Hole  Pass  had  been  received.  General  Miles  was  directeJn 
send  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  or  a  large  part  of  it,  to  the  west  to  intercut 
the  Nez  Percys  if  they  should  move  toward  tbe  valleys  of  the  ^elloi- 
stone  and  Musselshell.  Colonel  Miles,  however,  bad  anticipated  tU 
order  by  sending,  on  the  3d,  one  company  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  undo 
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LieateuaDt  De  Kadio,  and  a  strong  party  of  friendly  Grow  Indinns,  the 
wbole  nuder  tbe  command  of  Lientenant  Doane,  of  the  Second  Cavalry, 
to  tbe  Muaselshel),  and,  on  the  11th,  by  ordering  Colonel  Sturgis,  of  the 
Seventh  Oavalry,  with  aix  companieB  of  hia  regiment — a  force  of  aboat 
three  hundred  and  sixty  men — to  more  in  the  same  direction.  Colonel 
Stni-gis  marched  on  the  13th,  prpceeding  ap  the  Yellowstone.  Tbe  fol- 
lowing is  Colonel  Stnrgis's  report  of  hia  march  and  hia  8nl>seqiient  opera- 
tions both  before  and  after  joining  General  Howard : 

it-GcBtrol.  TtUouitont  Comtnand. 

Fail  No.  1,  Taaguc  Riser,  MoKlana. 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  Eubmit  Iha  folloffine  report  of  the  operation!  or  tbe  troopi  of 
my  commKud,  made  in  parEuance  of  iiutructiona  [rom  heaJqaartera  Yellowatone  coinmand, 
dated  Bt  PoM  Mo.  I,  Tongae  Blver,  HoQl&ni,  Augmt  1 1,  1877,  and  to  ibj  that  Ibis  unseemly 
delay  Is  ttltoeetfaer  due  to  severe  illnees,  which  baa  rendered  me,  up  to  this  timp,  wholly 
iocapable  of  any  kind  of  Horh. 

It  ma;  baproperhere  to  say  tbat  I  left  Fort  l.iDcolii  with  eleven  eompaniee  of  my  refriinenl, 
on  tbe  3d  of  Hay.  for  opetaLions  on  tba  Yellowatone  River,  marcbioj^by  way  of  Foit  fiuford. 
and  arriTinp  at  Cedar  Creek,  in  tbe  viuioily  of  Toogue  River,  on  tbe  last  day  of  May.  Here 
my  commaDd  was  baited  for  some  days,  aDd  employed  scouting  (he  country  north  of  tbe 
Yellowstone,  with  tbe  view  of  dlscoTerine  the  moTnmeiita  sod  intentions  of  Sitting  Boll. 
Here  Captain  McDougall's  compatiy  (B,  Seventh  Cavalry)  was  permaoeDtly  delacbed  for 
duty  with  Major  Iduelle,  then  operating  soatb  of  the  Yellowstoue.  The  remaining  eom- 
paniea  were  kept  in  almost  constant  motion  ap  to  the  10th  of  Augost,  when  I  received  orders 
(o  moTB  to  a  poiot  opposite  Tongue  Biver  post,  where,  on  tbe  n€zt  day,  I  received  instruc- 
tions to  march  with  six  of  my  companiea  for  Jnditb  Gap,  a  point  some  250  miles  farther 
west,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  interceptinr  the  Nex  Percys  shonld  they  attempt  lo  form  ajnnctlon 
witb  Bitting  Ball  by  way  of  tbe  Judith  Basin.  It  waa  expected  that  I  would  make  the 
dialaoce  in  tea  days.  Tbe  evenine  before  starting,  the  1 1th,  I  dispatched  Lieut.  E.  B. 
Fuller,  accompanied  by  three  enlisted  man,  toward  Fort  Ellis,  with  inatructious  to  reach 
the  post  (a  distance  of  350  miles)  within  five  days:  and  then  placingF  himself  in  commnol- 
cation  witb  tbe  authorities  of  Montaaa,  to  forward  to  me  by  courier,  while  tn  routt,  sacb 
information  as  he  might  gather  concemiag  tbe  movements  of  tbe  Nez  Percys.  To  avoid 
the  neceasity  of  referring  to  this  matter  again,  I  will  say  here  that  tbe  energetic  and  intelli- 
gent manner  in  which  my  instructions  were  carried  out  by  this  promising  yonng  ofRcer  emi- 
nently justified  his  selection  for  that  hazardous  and  important  duty.  On  tbe  morning  of 
tbe  liith  August  my  command  was  put  in  motion  and  consisted  of  companies  H,  I,  ¥,  M,  G, 
and  L,  commanded  respectively  by  Captains  Beuteen,  Nowlan,  Bell,  and  French,  aod 
Lieotenaats  Wallace  and  Wilkinson,  numbering  (in  round  numbers)  aiioul  three  hundred 
and  sixty  men,  and  divided  into  two  battalions,  commanded  reapectivety  by  Maj.  Lewis 
Merrill  and  Capt.  F.  W.  Benteen.  Only  sufficient  rations  and  forage  were  taken  to  last  lo 
the  mouth  of  the  Bighorn,  as  a  steamer  was  dispatched  (o  meet  us  at  that  point  witb  sap- 
plies  fat  our  further  advance.  On  reaching  Porcupine  Creek,  a  courier  overtook  me  with 
information  from  CoL  N.  A.  Milea  that  tbe  steamer  was  aground,  and  I  would  have  to 
depend  for  supplies  no  the  new  post  being  ealablished  on  the  Little  Bighorn.  My  quarter- 
masler,  LieateDant  Vamnm,  was  at  once  sent  forward  to  arrrange  for  the  rapid  Iranafer  of 
tbe  necessary  supplies  to  tbe  north  bank  of  the  river,  so  as  to  avoid  all  delay  on  our  arrival 
at  that  point.  The  distance  from  the  Yellowstone,  however,  lo  the  new  post  was  Xi  miles, 
and  in  spite  of  the  ener^  witb  which  Lieutenant  Vamum  went  to  work,  thi 


be  gotten  tolberivenntimeto  meet  us.  Leaving  the  supplies  to  tallow,  we  moved  on,  by 
'  Fompey's  Pillsr,  and  reached  tbe  Musselshell  Biver  on  the  evening  of  the  mtli.  In 
n  time  I  bad  sent  forward  an  order  to  Lieutenant  Doane,  Second  Cavalry,  who  waa 


operating  on  that  river  witb  one  company  of  my  regiment  (Compny  E,  Lieutenant  DeKudlo) 
and  a  large  body  of  Crow  Indians,  to  move  up  uie  river  and  join  me  at  tbe  Gap.  Befwe 
reaching  the  Musselshell,  I  received  a  note  from  Lientenant  Doane  Informing  mn  that  be  had 
already  moved  up  the  river  and  was  ecouting  toward  tba  Qap.  Witb  this  information,  and 
knowing  that  I  was  within  supporting  distance  of  him,  I  lay  over  one  day  to  allow  tbe  sup- 
ply train  to  overtake  us,  which  it  did  on  the  evening  of  tlie  20th. 

Soon  after  leaving  camp  on  tbe  morning  of  the  2  let,  a  courier  reached  me  from  Lieutenant 
Poller,  bringing  information  which  aati«li^  ma  that  the  Nez  Perc6«  were  still  in  the  vicinity 
of  tbe  Camas  Plains,  and  I  at  once  turned  south  nud  marched  for  tbe  Yellowatoue,  aiming 
to  reach  that  river  near  tbe  month  of  the  Stillwater,  witb  u  view  to  taking  np  a  central  posi- 
tion where  we  might  guard  the  vatioiu  pasaes  by  which  tba  Indians  might  attempt  to 
debouch  from  the  mountains,  all  the  way  from  the  lower  cation  of  the  YellowBlone  clear 
around  lo  Clark's  Fork  and  the  Stinking  River,  a  distance  of  lome  250  miles.  Liealenaot 
Doane  was  informed  of  this  movement,  and  1  left  it  optional  with  bim,  either  to  join  my 
command  or   retnrn   to  the  special  service  which  had  been  assigned   him   b;  Oeneral 
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Miles.  LieutealiDt  DoaDe,  however,  did  antber,  but  moved  Kt  ODce  id  Ibe  diradiiniaf  Fuf: 
Ellis.  On  leftiniag  thia,  I  sent  him  orden  to  take  up  a  poiition  at  the  lower  nftoD  df  Ik 
Yellowatone,  kaeplo^  hia  Indian  gcoDta  well  advanced  toward  the  park,  aod  in  tut  ib 
hoBttlea  abonid  move  eaatward,  to  join  me  rapidi;  ;  hut  in  case  thej  should  cams  doim  d- 
Yellowstone,  to  send  me  word  to  that  effect  and  I  wonldjoin  him.  Themond  of  IbtS^iJ- 
water  beinft  on  ibe  line  of  travel  as  well  aa  on  the  mul-ronle,  I  laj  over  one  da;  in  tbelBpt 
of  gathering  definite  Infarmation  as  to  the  location  and  movements  of  the  faoslilea,  and  un:. 
ing  the  services  of  some  (•uldes  familiar  with  the  country  a1on(;  Clark's  Fmk  and  SUdHe; 
River,  but  without  auccaas.  However,  I  foand  two  men,  J.  J.  Qroff  and  J.  &.  Leoiud,  ml 
had  an  Indian  bov  with  them,  and  who  hid  been  engaged  in  proapecting  among  tha  mniC'- 
aim  for  gold.  Theae  three  I  emptayed  as  scouts,  and  sent  them  to  examine  the  bsadwtlm 
of  Clark's  Fork  and  Stinking  Kirer,  with  iuatracdans  to  penetrate  the  park  anbl  thernii : 
biine  me  definite  information  in  regard  to  the  hostile  Indiana.  These  wing  very  briftbl  uJ 
intelligent  mountain  men,  I  bad  coiiaidenblB  conSdenco  in  Ibeir  ability  to  brine  back  relii^u 
information  b;  which  onrfntare  movements  might  he  governed ;  and  mantirapatioiKif  ih' 
early  return,  1  crossed  tha  Yellowstone  next  day  and  moved  np  to  the  Crow  af^cDcj.  Jv 
before  starting  a  courier  arrived  from  Fort  Ellia,  bringing  a  tetegram  from  Colooel  Gibl>x. 
at  Helena,  approved  by  the  General  of  the  Army,  directing  ms  to  "march  rapidly  iplk- 
Tellonatone.  This  movement  would  so  manifestly  have  plaMd  my  command  in  Ibc nc 
not  only  of  the  Nei  Percys,  but  also  in  the  r«ar  of  Oenerat  Howard,  that  I  waa  oonmii/i 
to  believe  the  telegram  was  written  under  a  misappceheniion  of  my  locality,  and  I  rtfli> 
to  It  accordingly.     All  which  I  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  yoa  at  the  time. 

By  the  2Tth  I  had  succeeded  ia  secnrlng  tbe  service*  of  aii  Crow  Indiana,  and  a  Fnscl- 
nuui  named  Rook  (or  Ro^e)  whom  I  placed  in  charge  of  them  :  all  of  whom  were  mnr  j 
mended  aa  reliable  and  truaty  scoata.  Tb«se  I  aent  forward  to  reconnoiter  the  baadioit^ 
of  Clark'a  Fork  and  the  Stinking  River  with  orders  to  keep  going  nntil  they  shoold  Hmm'  \ 
tbe  Kez  Perc^.  Hiving  now  two  separate  tMd  distinct  sets  of  acotits  In  tbe  field,  I  ier: 
mined  to  remain  in  this  central  position  utitil  some  of  them  ahonld  return,  or  until  1  ika^ 
receive  from  other  sonrcM  aoms  definite  ioformation  npan  which  to  act.  On  tbe  3CA\^ 
27th)  I  received  (by  conrier  from  Fort  Ellia)  a  telegram  from  Genoi»l  Howard,  diitd  ikt 
S5th,  at  Virginia  City,  Hout.,  InformiDg  me  that  "  the  hoatilea  wontd  crass  the  BtiBkhv 
River  at  a  point  100  miles  aoatheast  of  the  Crow  agency."  Thix,  I  may  say  bare,  wwib 
only  communication  I  ever  received  from  Oeneral  Howard  until  after  otir  loraes  had  hs  | 
united,  although  he  sent  many  which  were  received  long  after  and  whilst  we  wwe  encu^e!  j 
together  on  Musselsbell  River.  On  tbe  2&th  a  letter  reached  me  from  Lieatenant  Diwk  i 
written  at  Fort  Ellis  and  dated  the  37th,  and  informing  me  of  hIa  intention  tomarehoaiif  { 
&9tb  for  the  Upper  Yellowstone  unless  be  ahoatd  in  tbe  mean  time  receive  orden  to  tka  ctt- 1 
ttary.  By  this  letter  it  wsa  plain  that  that  officer  was  not  occupying  tbe  penliai  i- ! 
which  he  had  been  assigned  at  tbe  lower  canon  of  the  Yellowstone,  and  1  aloiKeKi:| 
a  conrier  to  overtake  him,  with  orders  to  return  to  Uie  canon  and  there  eairy  osl  i^ 
Instrttetions  be  had  already  received.  He  waa  informed  at  tbe  same  time  that  by  pansit: 
the  coarse  he  proposed,  be  would  find  himself  and  his  command  hopalawly  in  mu' of  tbtSu 
Perc^.  Lieaienaat  Doane  did  not  return,  however,  some  of  the  aotboriliM  in  Uintm 
having  atsamed  to  give  him  orders  counter  to  mine.  'The  aaqoel  proved  iiow  very  lU->dti«: 
his  movement  was.  as  his  command  was  thrown,  as  I  predicted  it  wonld  be,  utterly  and  bcp 
leatly  to  the  rear,  and  so  far  aa  I  have  been  advised,  took  no  fnrtbu'  part  In  the  cainpsir- 
Nor  was  this  tbe  only  evil  reanlt  of  such  cruel  interfsrenoe  with  my  orders  and  plans :  l>7  ' ' 
I  was  deprived  of  the  Information  which  I  expected  and  which  I  ought  to  have  received  frw 
his  large  body  of  Indian  scouts.  Besides,  if  he  had  remuned  where  I  had  peeled  hia  ui 
joined  me  as  he  bad  been  directed,  when  be  found  the  hostiles  moving  eastward,  I  M  oc); ' 


wonld  bave  had  tbe  benefit  of  bis  personal  knowledge  of  tbe  conntry  (which  was  sttftns 
'""'"'■  ■'      '    "  ■'   i!  in  that  country)  bnt  my  force  would  have  been  so  anemmwi 

:>  aa  to  occupy  both  the  Stinking  River  and  Clark'a  Fork  pans 
n  all  human  probability,  the  campaign  wonld  bars  hsfti  odM 


as  tojuatify  my  dividii 
at  tlie  eame  time,  snd 
right  there. 


.night  yet  paaa  down  the  Yellowstone  by  way  of  the  lower  cailon  or  seek  to  ei 

of  Boulder  Paaa,  which  liea  between  the  lower  canon  and  the  Crow  agency;  balia  tlwdsv  i 


passed  and  none  of  my  scouts  returned,  I  began  to  fear  the  Indians  might  be  moviusi 
ward  and  in  their  march  hadfitllenin  witb  theseontaand  destroyed  them.   <TbeseqDM>k«v 
10  have  bean  the  case  with  Oroff,  lisonard,  and  tbe  Indian  boy,  whom  I  had  aenljv 


ward  from  the  mouth  of  the  SUIIwater.  They  fall  In  with  the  Nea  Percys  on  the  Etat  Fori 
of  the  Yellowitoce,  where  tbe  Indian  boy  waa  killed  and  G-roff  woanded  ;  L>eonard  atapK 
bat  was  killed  afterward  in  attempting  to  return  to  my  command. )  On  the  3l(t  kafv^ 
therefore,  we  led  the  sgeucy  and  marched  for  the  canon  of  Clark's  Fork.  While  *i  <^ 
agency  I  had  tried  tosecure  the  serricw  of  a  considerable  number  of  Crows  for  scoatia;  pir 
poses,  hnt  bad  bseu  nnanccaaefDl.  iuumnch  aa  nearly  all  the  meu  were  abeent  hnti^.  ■ " 
agent,  however,  (Mr.  Frost),  who,  by  the  way,  did  all  beconld  with  tbe  limited  meau  ■I'-' 
dispoaal  to  render  na  material  assistance,  promieed  to  aend  after  ne  as  many  as  be  eoold  f-' 
■uade  to  accompany  na,  as  rapidly  aa  ^y  should  come  in,  and  we  were  thoi  jointd  i;  > 
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'ew  from  daj  to  daj,  ontil  tbe  nnmbeT  on  our  reachlog  the  canon  Kmoanted  lo  about  thirlj  : 
int  they  were  without  a  leader  and  altogether  worlblesB.  It  naa  durltig  lhl»  march  that  I 
lod  the  bonoT  to  ioform  jou,  by  courier,  of  my  proposed  plan  of  operationB  ;  that  in  cose  I 
ihould  learn  that  tbe  hoBlilea  had  moved  up  the  East  Fork  of  the  Xrllowatone,  then  I  would 
□ore  op  the  cauuu  of  Clark's  Fork,  Kolug  on  if  necessary  until  ve  should  encounter  them 
n  tbe  Soda  Butte  Paas ;  otherwise  1  would  establjib  my  camp  near  Heart  MountalD,  and 
rom  that  central  point  observe  the  outlets  both  oa  the  Stinking  River  and  Clark's  Fork,  all 
lependinf  on  the  information  I  might  receive  in  the  mean  time.  AH  this  wu  based  npon 
he  preinmption  that  the  information  I  had  been  able  to  gather  concerning  the  country  in 
he  vicinity  of  the  mountains  was  correct.  I  had  no  gnideii  who  bad  evel  tieen  iu  that  por- 
ion  of  the  country,  nor  had  J  been  able  to  procure  any,  and  the  informatioa  I  had  received 
iroved  Co  he  so  inaccurate  as  to  be  wholly  unreliable,  I  had,  for  example,  been  assured  that 
he  trail  down  Clark's  Fork  led  through  the  caiton  (in  which  case  a  large  Dumberof  Indians 
night  be  held  at  bay  by  a  very  small  force),  but  there  was  no  each  trail  at  all,  I  hod  been 
iBSured  that  the  distance  between  the  canon  of  Clark's  Fork  and  the  outlet  of  the  Stinking 
Kivor  trail  was  twenty  miles  over  a  good  country  for  waeons  and  artillery  ;  whereas  the 
listance  proved  to  be  forty-eight  miles  over  a  country  so  broken  as  to  be  altnost  impractica- 
)le  even  for  borseinen,  and  so  cut  up  by  deep  ravines  and  gullies  that  a  force  too  small  to 
ake  care  of  itself  might  readily  be  destroyed  if  left  either  on  the  Stinking  Biver  oi  Clack's 
;'Drk,  and  dependent  upon  re-enforcements  from  tbe  vicinity  of  Heart  Mountaip. 

Ilavjn);  reached  the  cauaa  at  Clark's  Fork,  and  finding  that  oo  trail  could  possibly  lead 
hrougb  it,  I  determined  to  move  up  on  the  Norib  Fork  in  tbe  direction  of  what  is  known  a« 
he  ''  Minels'  Camp  "  toward  Soda  Butte  Pass,  by  whatever  loule  we  could  find.  Accord- 
Dgly  tbe  next  'day  X  arranged  to  leave  my  wogoiiB  and  artillery  and  march  with  puck-mules 
tloDe.  Just  OS  we  were  in  the  act  of  starting  a  small  party  of  Indians  were  espied  In  the 
lislBoce,  some  six  or  eight  miles  away,  snd  on  bringing  them  into  camp  they  proved  to  be 
he  scouting  parly  of  Crows  under  the  Frenchman,  iiogne,  whom  I  had  sent  out  from  the 
igency  some  nine  or  ten  days  before.  This  party  reported  that  tbey  had  se«n  no  signs  of 
ludiaos,  and  the  Frpnchman,  as  well  as  all  the  Crows,  assured  me  that  there  was  no  trail 
eading  in  the  direction  of  tbe  Miners'  Camp,  and  that  it  was  altogetbec  impossible  for  the 
Vez  Percys  to  pensrrate  the  country  between  tbe  Miners'  Camp  and  wbere  we  then  were, 
This  mou  having  been  highly  recommended  as  a  good  and  Iralhfol  scoat,  I  accepted 
lis  Elalement  as  reliable,  and  went  into  camp,  determined  to  watch  the  Slinklrig  Biver 
From  that  point,  where  there  was  plenty  of  grass,  while  there  was  very  little  on  the  Slinking 

The  next  day  the  six  Crow  sceuts  returned  to  the  agency,  taking  with  them  the  thirty 
which  had  joined  us  on  the  march.  Fearing  that  in  case  the  Sez  Percfis  sbonld  pass  by  tbe 
Miners'  Camp  (on  the  Stinking  Biver  trail)  the  miners  might  be  destroyed,  I  wrote  a  letter 
if  caution  to  them  and  employed  the  man  Kogue,  together  with  a  Mr.  Seibcrl  (whom  we  had 
'onnd  prospecting  in.  the  mountains  and  who  had  been  an  officer  in  the  First  Missouri,  and 
terred  under  me  at  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek),  to  take  it  to  the  miners  by  whatever  method 
>r  route  they  might  choose.  This  was  on  the  5tb  September,  and  the  next  day,  or  next  but 
ine,  they  fell  in  with  General  Howard's  command.  General  Howard  was  thus  iuformed  of 
)nr  location,  and  telegrapbed  (very  properly  too,)  to  General  McDowell  that  the  Indiana 
ivere  between  bis  command  and  mine,  and  that  he  could  not  lee  how  it  was  possible  for 
.hero  to  escape.  Nor  conld  they  if  J  had  known  anything  of  the  whereabouts  of  General 
Howard ;  but  tbe  last  I  had  heard  of  him  he  was  at  Virginia  City,  August  24.  There  could, 
.herefore,  be  no  concert  of  action  between  our  respective  forces  until  communication  cODld 
le  established  between  us ;  and  without  concert  of  action  there  could  be  no  assurance  of 
inccess  against  the  hostilea.  The  return  of  my  acaiils  ought,  therefore,  to  have  been  assured 
>eyond  perodventure.  My  command  being  located  at  the  eastern  bsse  of  the  monntaios, 
UK>  miles  From  all  sources  of  information  or  commanication  except  by  conrier,  and  with  no 
inowletfge  of  the  presence  of  any  troops  hut  my  own  to  guard  toe  various  passes  from  the 
ower  canon  of  the  Yellowstone  all  the  way  around  to  the  Stinking  River,  a  distance  of 
ibout  250  miles,  it  will  be  readily  observed  that  I  felt  a  great  responsibility  resting  upon  aif, 
uid  that  T  was  liable  lo  leave  Clark's  Fork  at  any  moment,  depending  altogether  upon  the 
information  that  might  reach  me  from  day  to  day. 

On  the  6tfa  September  I  sent  my  supply  train  to  the  agency,  in  charge  of  my  quartermas- 
ter (Lieutenant  Varuum)  and  >  gnard  of'^  twenty  .five  enTiated  men,  for  rations  which  I  bod 
-equested  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Ellis  to  forward  to  that  point,  and  at  tbe  same 
.ime  moved  my  command  in  the  direction  of  Heart  Mountain.  The  march  of  this  day 
lemonaliated  how  little  confidence  coald  be  placed  iu  my  euides,  as  the  country  was  lotallj 
mpracticable  for  wagons  and  artillery  i  and  making  a  slight  detonr  we  encamped  In  the 
nonth  of  the  caflon.  From  this  point,  Iwo  scouts  were  sent  out  to  reconnoiter  the  country 
Mtwern  tbeSlinkiug  Biver  and  Clark's  Fork.  On  tbe  morning  of  the  ttth.  Lieutenant  Hare 
vas  sent  with  twenty  men  to  reconnoiter  in  the  direction  of  Stinking  Biver  by  way  of  Heart 
Uountain,  and  at  the  same  time  Lieutenant  Fuller  with  twenty  men  was  sent  to  reconnoiter 
he  conntry  along  the  North  Fork,  and,  if  possible,  to  discover  a  way  by  which  the  command 
night  reach  the  Miners'  Camp. 

About  3  o'clock  p.  m.  TiieotenaDt  Hare  returned,  reportiog  that  when  about  16  miles  ont 
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he  hod  come  Dpon  the  two  scants  prevjoiulj  sent  ont,  one  of  them  dead  sod  tk  (ULer  in  i 
dying  condition  ;  that  these  scouts  hod  been  attacked  by  about  thirty  Indians  (as  bdiau-l 
by  the  pony  tracks]  who  had  come  apparently  from  the  direction  of  the  Stioking SItr. 
While  Lientenant  Ham  was  making  his  report  Lientenant  Fnller  also  retamed,  npordof 
that  when  about  18  miles  ont  he  had  seen  from  the  top  of  a  high  monntain  what  apMnd  ii 
he  the  bostiles.  moving  on  the  Stinking  River  trail,  and  that  they  bad  disappured  MkinJi 
range  of  moanlains,  going  in  the  direction  of  the  Stinking  River.  Lientenant  Fallcr  T^a- 
sented  the  country  as  exceedingly  ronzh  and  broken — one  hilt  alone  over  which  hiiroiv 
lay  reqairing  five  honrs  in  the  ascent  for  his  little  party.  Thegnide  who  aceamptnied  Iti 
(and  who  had  also  been  engaged  in  prospecting  among  these  mountains)  auamdrntUv  . 
from  the  point  where  the  Indians  had  disappeared  behind  the  monntain  range,  it  wia  ilii.> 
gether  impossible  for  them  to  cross  over  to  Clark's  Fork,  and  thit  they  must  necessvil;  de- 
bouch on  the  Slinking  River.  To  have  reached  the  point,  even  had  it  been  possible  For  sit 
command,  at  which  the  IndJsns  had  disappeared,  wonid  have  required  the  whole  oltk 
night  and  the  next  day  ;  and  this  would  have  afforded  the  enemy  ample  time  to  nia  \> 
open  country  beyond  the  Stinking  River  ;  and  that,  probably,  would  hare  been  the  lut ; 
tbem,  HO  far,  at  least,  as  we  went  concerned.  I 

There  remained,  therefore,  in  my  judgment,  hut  one  course  to  parsne,  vii,  to  read  \\r  ' 
outlet  01  the  Stinking  River  trail  io  advance  of  the  ladiani,  and  then  follow  it  np  nnlili!  | 
■bouid  either  encounter  them  or  drive  them  back  un  General  Howard's  command,  whtten  ', 
it  might  be.  All  the  infonnatlon  I  had  received  tended  to  confirm  me  in  this  view  tl  tk 
sitnation.  General  Howard,  in  his  telegram  from  Viritlnia  City,  said,  "The  Nei  Perctin 
cross  the  Stinking  River  lOU  miles  soutfaeait  of  the  Crow  nguncy,"  and  this  was  the  mci 
point  toward  which  they  were  now  moving.  General  Miles,  in  his  letter  of  lbs  me 
August,  said,  >  ■  •  "  Please  move  farther  sonth  than  indicated  in  my  dlspstck  ll.- 
momins,  say  to  near  the  Stinking  Water,  with  your  pack-train,  at  least,"  &c. 

All  that  I  knew  concerning  the  strength  of  the  enemy  had  been  communicated  to  Bf  bi 
General  Miles  st  Tongue  River,  who  informed  me  that  the  General  of  the  Army  hid  wriun 
him  from  Montana  that  "the  Nex  Percys  had  400  warriors,  well  mounted  and  well  Ifntd. 
so  that  while  my  force  was  strong  enough  to  meet  them  if  kept  intact,  to  hare  divided  iiii  i 
order  to  watch  both  rivers  would  only  have  resulted  in  inevitable  diaaater.  Had  ImoImik: 
Doane  been  allowed  to  c*rry  out  my  inatmctioni,  he  wonld  now  have  been  with  at,  ui 
both  riveni  might  readily  enough  have  been  guarded  at  the  same  time. 

Having  then  determined  that  my  true  move  was  to  block  up  the  Sdnkii^  Rivir trail 
prepared  to  put  it  into  execution  at  once.  Sending  my  wagons  and  artillery  back  to  ib 
agency,  we  marched  16  miles  that  night,  aod  reached  the  pointat  which  the  truldebonchtftt 
the  StioUing  River,  tbe  next  evening,  the  diitauce  being  about  48  miles.  Entoriug  npntiit 
trait  next  morning  we  followed  it  over  an  exceedingly  rough  and  mountainous  couatrj,  ai 
on  the  second  day  (10th)  reached  the  point  where  the  Indians  had  Inmed  back  and  hai/r'- 
for  Clark's  Fork,  which,  as  it  turned  out,  they  had  been  able  to  reach,  notwithstandioc  ■< 
guide's  assertions  to  the  contrary. 

Being  now  upon  their  trail,  I  determined  to  overtake  them  by  forced  marches,  and  m  ii 
formed  my  officers.  That  dsy  we  mode  34  miles,  notwithstanding  the  rngged  and  mt'it-- 
touB  mountains  over  which  our  route  lay,  going  Into  camp  some  time  afWr  nightfall  ^• 
were  now  snrprieed  to  find  ourselves  wiihin  a  mile  or  two  of  General  Howanrs  commu-i 
having  heard  nothing  from  or  ofit  since  the  general  was  at  Virginia  City,  on  the  S4th  of  At 
gust.  In  a  short  time  General  Howard  rode  into  our  camp,  where  we  entered  into  ainBii 
explanations,  and  had  the  poor  satisfaction  of  exchanging  re^ts  over  the  untoward  cosiv 
which  events  had  taken.  I  now  infonued  him  of  my  intention  to  make  forced  marehn  ai 
50  or  60  miles  a  day  for  three  or  four  days,  in  tbe  hope  of  yet  overtaking  and  bringfisg  tin 
enemy  to  bay.  General  Howard  wm  pleased  with  the  idea,  and  piopMsd  to  fit  out  sk:, 
portion  of  his  command  as  might  be  able  to  keep  ap  vrlth  us,  and  have  tbem  ready  to  jsiii- 
in  passing  next  morning.  Accordingly,  we  were  jomed  by  Lieutenant  Otis,  with  twommn:- 
ain  howitiers  on  pock-mules,  and  by  aboot  50  of  Sanford's  cavalry,  this  latter  beiop  noii»r 
tfaeimmediatecommandofCaptainBenditeof  tbe  First  Cavalry.  While  halting  at  Oenn 
Howard's  camp  we  talked  over  tbe  Dropriety  of  odviiing  General  Hiles  at  Toi^^e  Kiveti:: 
the  situation  ot  affairs,  in  the  hope  that  he  might  be  able  to  intercept  the  Indians  by  s  rapij 
march  itill  farther  north,  in  the  event  of  my  command  not  overtaUng  and  capturing  itta 
I  informed  him  that  General  Miles  was  quick  to  act,  and  that,  in  mj  opinion,  be  wtn'-i  . 
take  the  field  the  moment  he  should  be  aclvised  of  the  sitnation,  with  whatever  iroopi  t^ 
might  have  at  hand.  General  Howard  said  be  would  prepare  a  dispatch,  in  duplicate,  m 
send  it  forward  to  me  by  courier,  and  requested  me  to  add  anch  tuggestiou  as  I  nifV. 
have  to  make  and  forward  the  whole  to  General  Hilea  by  courier. 

This  day  we  mode  50  miles,  not  reaching  camp  oulil  late  at  night,  owing  to  the  gm' 
Dumber  of  times  we  had  to  cross  the  river,  and  to  tbe  rain,  which  made  the  travaling  h«>i.' 
for  the  animals.  The  oext  morning  we  reached  tbe  Yellowstone.  Here  I  wrote  a  oole  -■ 
General  Miles,  ipforming  him  of  the  situation  of  affdir*,  and,  selecting  one  of  my  uimI  "- 
liable  men  (Private  Sullivan),  gave  him  my  tetter,  together  with  General  Howord'i  di- 
patcfaei  (which  bad  come  np  in  Ibe  mean  time),  with  inelructioos  to  make  all  posnbk  h^^ 
to  Tongue  Biver— writing  on  the  envelope  a  line  to  tbe  commandiog  officer  of  lb*  po»i '" 
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tlie  I'ittle  Klghorn,  requMtlng  him  tn  aid  tbe  conriei  bj  eyerj  mekni  in  his  power  to  reach 
bis  dealiDBtioD.at  the  earliest  moment  poaaible.  At  the  same  time  I  aent  a  DOte  to  a  raneh- 
mau,  HOTDF  20  oiilefi  below,  reqaeiting^  him  to  provide  a  Mackiuair  boat,  at  whatever  coat, 
and  land  bf  river  Ifae  duplicate  diapateh  which  the  coarier  would  hand  him.  Thete  dit- 
palcbcs  wore  received  b;  Oeneral  Miles  on  the  aight  of  the  I7th,  as  will  appear  by  tbe  Tol- 

"  Headquarters  District  Tellowstohe, 

"Sfjittmbtr  17,  1977, 
"Dear  Gkherai.  :  Vodt dispatch  received  lo-night.  T  will  endeavor  to  move  in  the  di- 
rection I  presnme  the  Indiana  are  moving,  bat  I  /ear  I  will  be  too  late.  It  is  not  an  easy 
matter  to  catch  or  overtake  a  small  band  of  Indians  in  this  extensive  conntrj.  Do  not  fail 
t»  eend  me  inrormation  of  any  movement  thef  make  at  points  where  the  couriera  will  be 
likely  to  meet  me. 

"  Very  truly,  youra,  "  NELSON  A.  MILES." 

How  far  these  moBsures,  taken  in  connection  with  Ibe  check  received  by  the  enemy  in  (he 
lipht  which  ensned  within  tbe  next  fanur  or  two  on  Canon  Creek,  to;^ther  with  the  inbse- 
i|uent  pnrsnit.  and  marching  so  aa  to  keep  the  attention  of  tbs  Indiana  conatantiy  fixed  npon 
ourselves,  and  thns  distracted  from  the  direction  Id  which  General  Miles  was  moving^,  may 
bavfl  condnced  to  theii  nllimaEe  capture,  I  will  not  ventnre  to  assert :  bat,  inasmnch  ae  they 
succeeded  in  reaching  a  point  witbin  some  35  miles  of  the  British  line,  in  spile  of  all  that 
was  done,  I  may  be  jusUGad  in  saying  that  there  is  a  stronr  probability  that  they  woald 
have  escapMl  altogether  If  the  measnrea  which  I  adopted  haS  been  in  tbe  smallest  degree 
less  prompt  or  less  energetic. 

Crossing  the  Yellowstone  we  were  soon  met  by  one  of  my  scoats,  with  the  information 
iLat  the  Nez  Perc^  were  in  sight.  The  column  was  immediately  put  in  motion  at  a  trot. 
Major  Merrill's  battalion  leading,  and  with  Lieutenant  Wilkinson's  company  (L)  as  advance 

After  moving  down  the  valley  some  six  or  seven  miles,  the  advance  enconntered  the  en- 
emy's skirmishers  poaled  bebind  the  crest  of  the  first  ridge,  and  at  once  dismounted  and 
attacked  them,  supported  by  Companies  F  and  I,  Captains  Bell  and  Nowlan,  driving  them 
back  upon  the  mam  hody,  which  was  moving  up  Csfioo  Creek  toward  the  mouth  ofa  deep 
and  rocky  csnon  some  three  or  font  miles  away,  Ibroagh  which  the  creek  flowed  and  which 
appeared  to  be  the  only  rente  by  which  the  high  plains  conid  be  reached.  The  valley  Iving 
between  the  first  ridge  and  tbe  month  of  the  caiian  was  very  broken .  and  intersected  by 
numerousBud  deep  ravines.  On  reaching  the  crest  of  the  first  ridge  with  Cantain  Benteen's 
battalion,  which  1  had  held  in  reserve,  I  directed  that  officer  to  make  a  slight  detour  lo  the 
left,  so  as  to  head  the  worst  of  the  ravines,  and  thns  gain  what  appeared  to  be  a  smooth 
plain,  running  along  the  base  of  the  farther  hilla,  and,  having  gained  it,  lo  charge  across 
the  front  of  Herrill's  hattation,  cross  the  creek,  and  cut  off  the  herd  before  it  shoald  enter 
the  cajion.  At  the  same  time.  Major  Merrill  was  directed  to  mount  his  troopa  and  gallop 
forward  so  as  to  get  beyond  and  in  rear  of  Ben  teen  as  soon  as  the  troops  of  the  latter  shonid 
have  passed,  so  as  to  protect  his  left  flank  from  the  fire  of  the  Indians  who  had  by  this  time 
occupied  the  mouth  snd  sides  of  the  canon  in  strong  force.  This  movement  of  Captain  Ben- 
teen  was  eiectlted  with  great  promptness  and  vigor,  gallantly  driving  the  enemy  before  him 
all  the  way  to  snd  beyond  the  creek,  whose  steep  banks  in  the  mean  time  had  been  stron|^y 
occupied  by  the  enemy  with  the  Intention  of  disputing  Benteen's  pasaa^ ;  these  fled,  how- 
ever, at  his  approach,  and  took  up  a  position  among  the  rocks  in  the  vicinity  of  the  month 
of  tbe  canon.  'To  have  crossed  the  creek  wllh  the  pnrpose  ot  getting  between  the  herd  and 
the  caiion  without  protection  to  bis  exposed  flank  could  only  have  resulted  in  failure  to  secure 
the  herd  and  possible  destruction  of  his  battalion,  and  he  was  compelled,  per  force,  to  halt, 
as  Major  Merrill  had  not  been  ab'e  to  bring  his  troops  forward  in  time  to  afford  the  requisite 
assistance.  This  failure  of  Merrill's  troops  to  come  np  in  time  was  due,  beyond  doubt,  to 
the  fact  that  they  bad  been  skirmishing  on  foot  for  about  three  miles  over  broken  and  diffi- 
cnlt  ground,  Bno  were  loo  mnch  eibauslod  lo  move  rapidly,  while  the  horses,  either  by  rea- 
son of  the  diBicnlly  of  leading  them  over  such  broken  ground  when  lied  together  in  fours,  or 
through  some  misunderstanding  of  their  oiders  on  the  part  of  those  having  charge  of  them, 
had  hscome  too  fai  separated  from  the  troops  to  be  available  ir  ''"=  ''''"'  "n'mv"""  tham 
enabled  to  bring  the  greater  portion  of  his  herd  within  the  ca 
was  forced  to  drop  some  four  or  five  hundred 

The  enemy  now  occnpied  the  whole  canon  and  the  high  ground  on  either  side.  Merrflrs 
battalion  waa  now  pushed  forward  np  the  canon,  the  enemy  disputing  every  inch  ol  gronnd 
as  they  were  driven  from  gully  to  gully  and  from  rock  to  rock.  lienteen,  alrengthened  by 
Jiendire's  detachment  of  cavalry,  aud  Olia's  remaining  howitzer  (the  other  having  been  left 
disabled  in  ^e  Yellowstone),  was  sent  lo  clear  the  heigbls  on  the  west  side  of  the  canon. 
In  spite  of  energetic  efforts  on  the  part  of  Lieutenant  Otis,  that  officer  was  unable  to  render 
his  httle  gnn  available,  as  his  animals  were  totally  worn  out.  The  Indians  were  now 
driven  steadily  toward  the  head  of  the  canon  until  it  became  too  dark  for  further  opera- 
tions ;  and  Ihe  troops,  worn  ont  and  exhausted  by  the  hard  labor  of  the  day,  and  the  long 
and  weary  marches,  without  rations,  of  ihe  preceding  four  or  five  days,  were  withdrawn 
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aud  went  iDto  cunp  near  tbe  moalfa  of  Ibe  canon,  where  the  GtAi  bocplul  hid  almdj  tma 
catablisbed. 

AMompBDjiDir  thi<  report  I  forward  reports  of  m;  battalioa  eommaDden.  te  nhicL  1 
would  reepi<ctfull;  refer  you  for  further  details,  as  this  baa  already  reached  bcjoDd  ihr 
limits  withiD  which  I  had  hoped  to  confiae  iL 

Id  the  accompnnjinK  reports  will  be  found  the  names  of  several  offieen  and  mliMfd  ma 
whose  good  conduct  has  beea  deemed  worthy  of  special  mention,  and  I  take  plesenrc  ii 
commoDdinic  them  to  fnvorable  consideration.  To  Lieatenants  Oarlington  and  Hire  of  b' 
staff,  and  Mr.  S.  Siocnm  (a  joung  gentleman  who  accompanied  the  exhibition  at  sn  !■>■ 
teur  and  who  volnDteered  hii  services)  I  am  under  ohligationi  for  the  (pliant  and  iodtdii' 
gabte  manner  in  which  my  orders  were  conveyed — often  under  a  galling  Gi« — to  ill  jim 
of  the  field. 

I  lake  Kreat  pleasure  in  referring  to  the  services  of  Assistant  Surgeon*  T.  Hivard  tail 
A.  Fiti|;erald,  who  repeatedly  exposed  themselvet  Co  ths  fire  of  the  enemy  in  ibtir  lmmu> 
effort!  to  eitrii^aie  and  take  care  of  the  wouuded. 

The  loM  of  the  eneiny  in  thia  eurirement  was  16  and  in  the  poraait  next  day  O,  Dibc; 
atotalofai.  The  number  wounded  ii  a  matter  of  speculatiou.  aa  it  is  very  rairl;^ 
Indians  fiul  to  carry  tbeir  wouojed  from  the  field.  The  number  of  pooies  loel  by  ibFD  j: 
the  eDgigement  and  duriog  the  pursuit  ii  estimated  at  between  900  and  1,000. 

Oar  losBBS  were  ^t  killed  and  1 1  wounded. 

Tbe  pursuil  was  resumed  at  dawn  next  momiDj;.  Early  in  the  day  we  were  joined  bi  i 
cODsiderabIa  number  of  Crow  Iiidisas  gaudily  arrayed  in  war  costume,  but  more  «!»:'» 
Nei  Percys  ponies  ihao  for  Nbe  Percys  blood.  However,  as  their  horses  were  fresh.l*!: 
them  abead  in  tbe  hope  that  they  might  overtake  the  enemy  and  check  him  udIU  ■«  rnt.'. 
come  np.  It  is  bat  just  to  the  Crows  that  I  should  say  they  rendered  good  service  lliii  di;. 
for  while  llicy  fuled  lo  check  the  main  body,  Ibry  yet  pushed  them  so  rapidly  u  te  idie' 
the  abandonmeot  of  over  4IIII  more  ponies,  and  kept  np  a  lively  skirmioti  with  ibc  n,'- 
guard  kiUinj;  Ave  of  tbem  during  tbe  day.  Tbe  approach  of  night  found  my  csnBU' 
scattered  for  ten  miles,  and  fully  ooe-tbird  on  foot;  and  I  was  tha*  forced  to  go  inloon 
after  a  weary  march  of  37  milea.  Captaio  Bendire's  detachment  (of  Geneiol  Honidi 
command)  did  not  arrive  in  camp  until  late  al  nigUt,  with  every  officer  and  maa  oafa'. 
This  detachment  was  so  manifeslly  unable  to  continue  further  that  I  directed  Captain  ia- 
dire  to  remain  in  camp  next  day  to  rest  bis  animals  and  afford  bis  men  an  opportDDil;  M 
secaring  some  game  (as  Ibey,  as  well  as  all  the  Dthers,  had  been  several  days  wilbcai  :> 
tioDs)  and  then  return  to  General  Howard's  command.  With  my  own  fbice  I  rencoed  Iti 
pursuit  next  moruinic. 

On  reacbinK  Ifae  HnueUhell  Biver,  I  found  that  tbe  distance  between  the  Indiui  tsi 
my  command  had  not  been  nensibly  diministied.  Foe  the  last  seven  or  eight  days  boili  nu 
and  beast  bad  beeu  pushed  to  the  utmost  verge  of  phyaical  endnraoce;  what,  wilfa  to" 
and  a  disease  of  the  hoof  which  had  taddeniy  broken  ant  among  my  horeea,  most  of  ik^ 
were  unable  to  carry  their  riders,  who,  iu  turn,  were  growing  so  weak  through  loqtu: 
weary  marching  without  rations,  aa  to  be  unable  to  walk  and  lead  their  bones.  I^s^ 
these  circumitancea  I  felt  compelled  Co  inspend  further  pnrault,  in  order  that  both  dmd  is- 
onimals  might  r«»l,  and  the  troops  provide  themselves  with  game  nnUl  oni  supplies  iiaU 
overtake  us.  i 

Although  it  seemed  hard  tbat  we  shonld  be  thus  forced  to  sound  a  halt  white  there  lemuHdi 
a  hope  (however  faint  or  remote)  of  overtaking  the  enemy,  1  yet  did  so  with  the  ItMnli.-' 
tance  since  it  was  plain  that  the  Indians  needed  rest  and  recuperation  as  wall  as  oorKlmi 
and  that,  after  putting  a  few  mom  miles  between  us,  they  also  woold  bait  and  ea^y  tbta-i 
selves  with  simply  watching  ui;  and  that  thus  more  lime  would  be  allowed  for  General  lliln 
to  get  into  position  for  intercepting  them  when  he  again  ahauld  move  forward.  All  ibii  im 
talked  over  between  General  Howard  and  myself  when  be  came  up.  and  we  agreed  apoD  ■) 
regulating  our  futuie  movements  as  to  keep  the  enemy  on  the  lookout  for  lu,  lo  thu  lu 
attention  should  be  entirely  distracted  from  tbe  direction  in  which  we  knew  Oeaersl  Jl> 
to  be  moving.  As  my  command  henceforward  was  merged  into  and  constitniod  apstui 
General  Howard's  forces,  acting  under  his  immediate  orders,  our  further  movements  will  M* 
probably  be  embraced  in  his  report,  and  I  will,  therefore,  shorten  this  already  extended  u.'' 
ralive  by  leaving  out  the  history  of  our  march  from  the  Uiuielibeii  to  tbe  Missouri  Birti. 

Reaching  Carrotl  (on  the  Miuouri)  on  the  )  et  October,  General  Howard  lookaboslii^ 
proceeded  up  the  river  to  Cow  Island,  leaving  me  in  command  of  all  the  boops.  Ud^ 
evening  of  the  lid  I  received  the  following  note  by  courier  from  General  Miles : 

'■  To  General  Howard,  General  Sturgis,  or  Major  Brotukrtom, 
'  Comnnnifin^  Troop*,  4'0-  ■ 

"  1  have  ttila  day  anrprised  tbe  hostile  Kez  Percys  lo  their  camp,  and  have  ha4  a  •h*? 
fighL    I  have  several  oSJcers  and  meu  wounded  (about  30).    About  ii5  Indians  are  ^liv" 
their  camp,  wblrh  is  well  protected. 
>-  September  30,  li.GU  p.  m. 

"N.  A.  MILE-':. 
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As  Ihii  note  wu  nddrMMd  to  Oeneral  Howard  u  noli  u  to  mjielf  I  preaume  ihat  Qea- 
^Tsl  H lies  desired  all  Ibe  ln>op«  (omove  rorwnrd,  bning  nppreheDJilTe  that  SittioK  Bull  mlgbt 
roine  to  the  rescue  of  the  Sex  Percys.  This  inlerprel*lioii  of  General  Miles's  note  WHS 
ifterward  confirmed  by  another  nj'e  from  htm,  bat  wblcb  I  have  not  now  mt  hand. 

Accordingly  I  began  croeiiag  the  troopa  lo  the  north  bank  of  the  riTBr  at  once,  on  the 
loly  Bteamor  asnilable.  The  night'  being  very  dark  and  the  landing  »ery  bad,  bnt  little 
>rogre8s  waa  made  that  nigbt,  and  all  the  cavalry  did  not  get  over  until  the  next  ereaing. 

Folloiriug  the  map  and  the  advice  of  my  guide,  I  directed  that  the  foot  troops  go  op  the 
iver  by  boat  to  the  month  of  Little  Rocky  Cieelc,  and,  marching  from  that  point.  Join  the  eav- 
tVy  at  tbe  Little  Roc  bv  Mann  tains.  By  this  arrangement  I  hoped  to  save  the  foot  troops  one 
lay's  marcbing,  bat  the  sequel  showed  that,  while  nothing  was  saved  in  the  distance  ths 
roops  had  lo  march,  the  greater  part  of  a  day  was  lost  in  lime. 

Had  I  been  induenced  eione  by  pergonal  consideration,  I  might  have  pnshed  on  with  my 
'nvalry  immediately  after  crosainK  the  river,  leaving  the  foot  troops  to  follow,  and  could 
Ims  have  reached  the  scene  of  action  in  ample  time  to  have  aatlated  in  the  siege  ;  but^Unr 
'i-rtaiD  that,  if  Sitting  Bull  shoald  andertake  to  rescue  the  Nes  Perc^,  he  would  come  wiib 
L11  averwheimiufr  force,  T  knew  that  the  only  hope  of  rendering  inbstantial  aid  to  General 
Miles  lay  In  keeping  my  foriw  all  together,  and  t  therefore  coucentrated  tbem  at  the  Little 
2ocky  Mountains,  and  sent  the  following  to  General  Miles : 

tEalr«1] 
"  HEADQlIAttTBRS  TROOPB  IN   TtIB   PiBLD, 

"  LiaU  Rock  Crttic,  Bttte  of  Litllt  fincAy  MauKlauu, 

"OctoktfA,  isn.^^ti 
'  To  General  N.  A.  Miles,  ^* 

"  CommandiHg  Trouft  : 

"  Od  receiving  your  dispatch  my  Erst  impulse  was  to  hasten  forward  with  my  cavalry, 
t>aviDg  the  iofautry  to  follow,  bat,  on  consultation  with  my  baltaliou  commanders,  it  was 
liooght  mors  adviaable  that  we  move  togetiier,  trying  to  maks  all  the  ^me  possible,  lest 
ly  marching  in  separate  detaohmentg  we  might  be  attacked  in  detail  and  delayed  longer  than 
n  marching  solidly.  This  view  was  rendered  the  stronger  by  that  portion  of  your  Srst  dis- 
latch  in  which  yoii  suj^^t  the  propriety  of  our  marching  rapidly  and  caatioadjf. 

"  I  hope  to  anile  these  forces  K ...i--  =_  -  j. 


hid  caaip.  and  will  then  pnsh  on  as  rapidly  aa  possible  :  but  if  you  (knowing  the 
>f  affairs  in  front)  desire  that  the  cavalry,  or  any  portion  of  it,  shaula  hasten  on  iu  advance 
:>lpa<io  inform  me.  Bud,  If  I  feel  physically  eqaal  to  It,  I  will  cut  loose  with  the  cavalry  and 
iiake  a  furoed  march  to  Join  you  i  or,  if  I  should  not  feel  equal  to  it  myself,  I  will  detach 
.he  greal«r  portion  under  one  of  my  battalion  commanders.     •     •     •     • 
''  Very  respectfully,  your  obadieut  servant. 

'■B.  D.  8TIIEGI8. 
"  Brteti  Sfajar-GentTat,  Commanding." 

From  this  point  we  moved  on  until  within  a  couple  Bonrs'  march  of  the  battle-field,  where 
ve  were  met  by  a  courier,  bearing  a  note  for  me  from  General  Howard,  iufurniing  me  of  the 
lurrender  of  Joseph's  band  of  the  Nei  Per[;68,  and  directing;  me  to  place  my  troops  in  camp 
iiid  await  his  arrival.  It  being  expected  that  my  rej^ment  wonid  now  retam  to  its  post,  I 
vaa  iient  forward  la  advance  lo  moke  provision  for  its  homeward  march,  arriving  at  my 
>o:it  October  }ti,  after  an  abseni:e  of  uearly  six  months. 

The  greater  portion  of  my  regiment  consisted  of  recmits  and  young  and  inexperienced 
itGcers,  all  of  whom  bod  come  into  it  in  consequence  of  the  fearfnl  disaster  which  had  be- 
Allen  it  during  the  preceding  summer  on  the  Little  Big  Horn,  and  I  cannot  refrain,  in  c«n- 
fUision,  from  expressing  my  high  admiration  for  the  aoldierly  and  nncomplainlng  spirit 
hey  evinced  under  all  the  trying  circnmatances  of  exposure,  fatigue,  hunger,  aud  peril  lo 
vhich  they  were  subjected  throughout  a  caaipaign  of  six  months'  duration,  and  a  march  of 
iver  1,400  miles. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  tespectliilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  D.  STUEQIS, 
ColtHul  SevtiUk  Camlry,  Brtvtl  Majur-Gen-s-il.  Uniud  Statet  Anag. 

After  the  tleparturt)  of  Colonel  Stnrgis  from  Tongue  River,  on  tbe 
13tli  of  Aujiust,  Culouel  Miles  coiitinueil  to  receive  reports,  apparently 
veil  authenticated,  tliitt  the  fao.stile  Sioux,  who  had  louiid  a  refuse  in 
he  Biitish  iioltgessions,  iutended  to  return  to  this  country,  and  indeed 
hat  they  had  already  crossed  the  frontier.  Id  reply  to  bis  dispatches 
toiitaiiiin;;  this  information  ht^  was  iuforiued  that',  while  his  reuaiuiug 
orce  seemed  to  be  needed  "  at  both  ends  of  tlie  line,"  it  was  thought  to 
M  ol  the  most  importance  that  the  ^vz  PercSs  should  be  disposed  of 
33  W  ,OqK 
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first;  that  under tlieconRtantlychangioKcircntnstauces the  departmrnt 
coDiiiiauder  could  uot  give  him  definite  iustructiouB,  but  that  he  hidm 
act  upon  his  own  judgment  of  the  sitnation. 

Under  these  instruulloiis  he  reraained  at  Tongae  River,  prepared  :<> 
loove  in  either  direction  as  events  might  require,  and  while  vailing  k 
cailHl  in  all  his  delacboients  and  reoMUDoitering  parties.  In  the  evtii. 
jug  of  the  17th  of  September  he  received  the  following  lettu  thm 
General  iiovurd : 

BEAMtUARTESH  DBPAKTHEirT  OF  TBI  COLUMBIA. 

Bridger't  Crattimg,  Clark',  Fnk,  Hm. 
CoUMKL  :  While  Colonel  StDrsiB  was  scoatiDg  toward  BttnkiDg  Water,  the  [adbiD  uJ 
HI  J'  forue  iu  close  pursuii,  passed  his  rifflit,  acd  thaj,  aflera  abort  detour,  lanted  to  Clin' 
Fork,  and  bj  forced  marches  avoided  Siurgis  completely. 

I  liHve  eent  Smrftis  witb  Unjur  Sanford,  First  Caralij,  and  Lientenaiit  Otis.  Fun 
Altillprjr,  wilb  howitzer  battery  in  faatest  pursnit,  and  em  mrieif  followinir  as  n^!j  * 
possible  with  the  remainder  of  raj  own  immediate  command.  The  Indians  an  r*pi-M 
goiiiKdown  Clark's  Fork  and  straight  tiiward  the  Musselshell.  Ther  will  ittail]Hgtiatii.7 
Kto»»  the  Yellowstone  near  the  month  of  Clark's  Fork,  and  make  all  haute  to  join  aburJ-i 
hostile  Sioui.  They  will  nee  eTery  exertion  to  reach  the  HnsselK hell  oonntrjand  fHO  i±> 
juuction,  and  as  tliej  make  eiceediiiKly  long  marches  it  will  require  nntunal  actiiiii  - 
iiilercepi  or  orertake  them. 

1  «ametilr  request  70U  to  make  everj  effort  Id  your  power  to  prevent  the  eeeap*  of  ii 
bOKli^e  band,  and  at  least  to  bold  thrin  in  check  until  1  cau  ovi-rtake  Ihem. 

Fleate  send  me  return  couriers  with  iDrormation  of  joar  and  the  hoitiles'  wbertabnii. 
jonr  intended  nioTementa,  and  any  other  informa^on  I  OD^t  to  koow. 
Verv  TesuectfDlly, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Bngaiitr-Gntral,  Commmndimg  ez/ndilion  mgnrnM  ke$tUt  Xti  fata 
Col.  N.  A.  MiLFS, 

Fiftli  Ufamtrg. 

Spending  the  night  iu  preparation,  on  the  morning  of  the  18tb  he  irSf 
bis  post  with  the  whole  of  bis  available  force. 

Four  of  his  votnpaities  of  cavair;  had  shortly  before  started  for  T<fi 
Bentou  for  the  purpose  .of  escorting  the  commission  appointed  hjiM 
Pieuideut  to  meet  Sitting  Bull  from  that  phice  to  the  frontier.  Tow 
iiHieI>'  thtiy  were  npon  the  ruad  which  he  deterioiued  to  parsne,  autl  be 
watt  able  to  aild  them  to  his  force. 

With  the  admirable  judgment  which  has  characterized  all  his  oper^ 
lions  on  the  Vellowstuue  ifiid  tho  Missouri,  Miles,  leaving  to  hit)  ira 
the  Upper  MustieUbell.  moved,  with  all  possible  rapidity,  to  the  mou^ 
of  that  river,  and  reached  icon  the  23d.  Learning  on  the  morning  otM 
25th  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  Missouri  above,  had  burnt  thesa^i 
))iy  depot  at  Cow  Island,  and  had  marched  uortbwitrd,  hi^atuncecros^ 
t be  river,  and  cntting  loose  from  his  train,  pushed  rapidly  aroQnd  tS' 
Little  Itouiiy  Range  to  the  northern  extremity  ot  Bear's  Paw  Mokdu^ 

At  six  o'clock  iu  the  moruiug  of  the  30tb  the  camp  of  the  Kei  Phi-< 
was  discovered  ou  Eagle  Creek,  and  was  at  once  surrounded  and  i^ 
tackeil.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  October  the  poem.T  SDrremieH 
unvonditioDHlly.  The  three  dispatches  from  Colonel  Miles  which  foil." 
the  first  and  se.  ond  of  which  were  received  by  me  at  Fort  Beniou,  a-.| 
tain  a  full  report  of  bis  ext»-eioely  important  and  most  sucuea^al  0|)t^'' 
tions. 

Hbadquartrrb  District  of  thb  Tellowstoxe. 

Vamf  Mwr  tkt  Bfr  Pa»  Mmumtmimt,  Oc.^t  3.  1^   I 

Geherai.  :  Thi«  command  moved  rapid!}'  to  Snnke  Creek,  sirikinir  the  fraeh  inul  i<  '>■ 

liustile  Mei  Perci^  comine  out  of  Bear  Puw  MonntainB  U  seven  o'clock,  :nth  dIIubo.  t 

»a[)iiiseil  the  camp  at  eight  o'clock,  capturiiif;  the  tarj^er  pari  of  their  herd,  about  6ti(>U.« 


iiiuitu,  and  puuies.  The  eneafremeDt  waa  qnite  severe,  and  the  inclosed  is  a 
killf'l  and  wounded.  The  IndisDH  )oit  IT  kilted  including  Looking  Glass  and  1«^' 
biuiheraud  'i  oiiit  r  chief)  and  40  wounded,  Joaeph  gave  me  bis  aolemn  pledge  vM^ri^; 
that  he  would  lurrendec,  but  did  not,  aitd  they  ue  evidently  nailing  for  aid  frooi  utlw  li 
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diana.  Thej  amy  that  the  Sioux  are  oomisK  to  tbeir  aaaUtaoce.  Tbej  ore  cIomIt  snr> 
riiuTided  in  soaie  deep  ravines  and  kept  under  fire.  To  take  Ibem  bj-  a«eanU  woula  cuat 
man;  livai.  1  maj  wear  tbem  oat,  Mid  e*aDtnaIlf  compel  tbeni  to  |[ivB  up.  Tbey  fii[bt 
with  more  deaperatioD  Ibtui  (U17  lodlaos  I  bava  erer  met.  1  believe  tbero  an  maaj  eecaped 
villams  la  tbe  villi^  who  expect  to  be  buaj;  when  cau^bt.  I  belisTe  tbeie  in  commtinica- 
tion  between  thia  camp  and  Sitting  Ball's,  and  1  buve  osed  ever;  effort  to  prevent  a  ianc' 
tion.  I  am  eipecllnft  the  eompaaiea  witb  Stnrgli  np,  ifad  will  tbeo  endeavor  to  send  the 
Second  Cavalrr  eompaaiea  to  Benloa.  1  presume  70a  do  Dot  wlab  tiiem  witbdrawu  wbeo 
BiirroaodiDg  the  Nei  Percys  camp.  1  inlead  to  aend  my  woaaded  to  the  Uissonri  and 
captured  stock  to  tbe  Yellowsloae. 

I  would  lespectrullj  sugirest  Ibat  infbnnatioa  be  aenl  to  tbe  British  authoritiee  to  prevent 
aaj  portiou  of  tbe  Nei  Percys  tribe  croaaiog  the  line,  or  to  disarm  tbem  abould  tbej  take 
refu^  on  English  soil. 

Cau  supplies  be  sent  up  th>  Milk  Biver  road  for  the  Second  Cavali;  I    Please  send  me 
aof  information  or  ordera  that  should  ^overu  my  movemenla. 
Tory  reapectfhllj,  jour  obedient  serrant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Colaiul  F^k  Iitfaiary,  Brmtt  Major-Otuerml  United  Stuta  Armf,  Commanding. 

General  A.  R.  Terrt, 

CommMMdini  D^^rtmtnl  af  OoJiate. 


DkaR  Obrbral  :  We  have  had  onr  onial  sncceso.  We  made  a  verr  direot  and  rapid 
■tiArch  across  the  conntrj,  and  after  a  severe  enfragement,  and  beinit  Kept  under  fire  for 
three  daya,  the  hostile  OAisp  of  Net  Perc&,iuder  Chief  Jaeeph,Rnn«iiaered  at  two  o'clock 


intend  to  start  the  Second  Cavalry  toward  Bentoo  on  tbe  7th  Instant     Cannot  snppliea 
'      "     '  '  '  '    rn  and  retnrn  with  tbe  remidaderof  tbe  com- 


tbe  Benton  road  to  meet  them  «_  .     .  _ __.  _.  .__   

mand  to  the  Vellowstone  1    I  bear  that  there  la  trooble  between  tbe  Sioui  and  Canadiaik 
anthoriiie*. 

I  remain,  general,  yonrs,  very  truly, 

NELSON  A.  MILES. 
Cotond,  Bnttt  Majar-Otntrnt,  Unittd  Statu  Anif,  Commanding. 
General  A.  H.  Terrv, 

Commanding  Dtfarhntnl  af  Dakota. 


Hkadquarterb  District  or  the  YtLLowBTtwE, 

A  Ikt  FiM,  Camp  near  nortk  tni  of  Btar  Paw  Mounlaint.  Mont.,  October  6,  IrSTl. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  having  received  on  the  evening  of  the  ITtb  ultimo  » 
commnnieatioo  dated  the  iSth,  from  General  Howard,  then  on  Clark's  Fork,  stating  that 
the  Nei  Percte  bad  evaded  the  commands  to  the  north  of  tbem  and  were  pushing  north- 
ward. I  at  once  organized  all  the  available  force  of  my  command  for  a  movement  to  intar- 
ci>pi  or  pursue  them.  The  command  left  the  cantonment  on  tbe  morning  of  the  IBth;  tbe 
different  orders  regarding  escort  for  tbe  eommissian  bad  already  put  ca  rant*  the  battallnit 
Second  Cavalry  and  one  company  (Hale's)  Seventh  Cavalry;  these  were  taken  np  on  tbe 

The  command  reached  the  Miasonri  at  the  month  of  Hnaselsbell  on  tbe  23d  day  of  Sep- 
tember, bat  learning  on  the  &'>ib  tbot  the  Nei  Pere^  had  crossed  at  Cow  Island  on  the*^4d 


ing  my  train  to  follow,  pushed  on  rapidly  by  the  oorlhern  side  o(  the  Little  Jtockies;  thence 
ocroes  to  the  notthern  end  of  the  Brar  Paw  Monntains,  which  point  I  reached  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  S9th.  On  tbe  some  evening  the  trail  was  discovered  by  my  scouts,  entering  the 
range  to  my  left. 

Starling  at  fuur  o'clock  on  tbe  30th,  and  moving  aroand  the  northern  end  of  the  monnt- 
ains, tbe  trail  was  struck  at  6  a.  m.,  near  tbe  bead  of  Snake  Riven  the  village  ihurtly 
afterward  was  discovered  on  Eagle  Cr^k,  and  Immediately  charged,  the  battalion  Seventh 
Cavalry  (Captaia  Hate]  and  Fifth  Infantry  (Captain  Snyder)  attacking  in  front,  the  bat- 
talion Second  Cavalry  (Captain  Tyler)  by  druuii  attacked  in  rear,  and  secured  the  stock  to 
tbe  number  of  TOO  horses,  mules,  aod  ponies.  The  fighting  was  very  severe,  and  at  close 
quarters.  The  Indians  took  refage  in  some  deep  ravines,  and  their  firing  whs  accurate  and 
well  kept  np.  Having  at  the  But  onset  surprised  and  shut  up  tbe  greater  part  of  the  Indiaaa  in 
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the  village  nod  CDt  off  knd  secared  the  plater  part  of  their  atock,  and  pemiTing  ibit  Ik 
posiliiiTi  cniild  be  cairied  bj  aMrm  ontj  wilb  verj  great  loia,  I  determioed  to  miinlui  ri 
linei  about  them,  keep  IheiD  Doder  Gre,  sod  at  the  Mnia  tdme  give  them  an  oppuliDili  ii 
•umnderil  tliey  desired. 

The  poaitioDS  taken  up  on  the  Wth  ««tb,  with  alight  modificationa,  maiat^Drd  ianet 
the  four  aucceedlut;  daja  and  nighta.  Heantime  a  frw  ahella  from  a  I  j-ponnder  N*pDi<i 
were  thrown  in  from  time  to  time,  and  a  aharp-abooling  Bre  kept  np  wheuerai  il  tuiilil  w 
effective.  The  iDdlans  bad  from  lime  to  lime  diiplajed  a  wbiEa  &a^,  bat  when  eoininnE.- 
cated  with  hod  refused  to  surrender  their  arma,  bat  on  the  rooniiug  of  the  Slh  thej  iit- 
rendered — Chief  Joseph  leading,  anrrendering  his  arma  and  ammauition,  followed  bj  Li 
hunt},  aud  their  village  ia  now  in  our  poaaeiaion. 

The  fighting,  aa  reported,  was  aharp,  and  tba  leases  on  both  aides  considerable.  Inrli^n! 
is  a  list  of  casualties  on  the  part  of  the  troops.  The  Indians  admit  a  loas  of  Chirf  L»bii 
GlHSt,  Too-hool-bnl-sote,  Onient,  a  brother  of  Joaepb,  and  two  others  of  their  pciocipal  ac-. 
and  25  killed  and  46  wounded. 

The  endurance  and  courage  of  tbir  command,  aa  teated  by  the  forced  marebca  and  hui  • 
eonlesled  fight  at  abort  range,  are  worth;  of  highest  commendation.  A  severe  Mora* 
snow  and  wind,  which  set  in  on  the  1st  instant,  added  greatly  to  their  bardahi pa,  «bithba'> 
been  borne  without  murmuring.  The  opportune  arrival  of  the  train,  under  escoit  r<« 
maniled  by  Captain  Brotherton,  enabled  me  to  protect  the  wounded  from  the  «on(*fn> 
ot  the  Rtorm. 

I  propose  to-morrow  to  march  hence  toward  the  Uiiaonri.  The  furoe  of  Gentrsl  Ht> 
ard  (IncladiDg  the  command  of  General  Slurgis),  following  the  trail  of  theNei  Prrna,  im- 

firoaching  from  the  Uissoari.  The  general  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  4ib,  havintoai 
iirward  in  advance  with  a  umall  eicorL 

Very  reapectfull*,  your  obedient  aervant, 

NELSON  A.  WJLES. 
Cofend  Fyih  hfantrn  Breittt  Mmjar-  Otmrmt,  UniUd  Suut*  Armf,  Cammatiut- 

AssiirrANT  Adjutant  Gbheral, 

lltpaTt'unt  of  DaloHt,  Sainl  Pant,  Mian, 

The  bigtiest  praise  is  due  to  Colonel  Miles  aud  to  bis  officers  and  uii>i 
for  the  skill  «nd  gallautry  displayed  by  them  during  this  short  bul  i'r- 
cisive  campaign.  When  the  colaiUD  left  Tongue  River  and  started  i>i 
its  march,  tbere  was  scarcely  auy  probability  thiit  tbe  Kez  Perce^  vm\i 
lie  iutercepted,  aud  nothing  bat  good  judgment,  amonntiug  almost  i" 
intuitive  knowledge,  conpled  with  tbemostiiersittlent  efforts,  could bai( 
brought  the  column  to  the  Nez  Perc^  camp  before  it  crossed  ibt 
frontier. 

On  the  8tb  Colonel  Miles  detached  Tyler's  battalion  for  dnty  vith  iIj' 
Sitting  Bull  commission.  It  escorted  the  commission  first  to  tbe  frntiM' 
and  tbence  back  toFortBentou.  From  Bentouitwae  sent  to  its  profirfl 
slatioD,  Fort  Ellis. 

Aa  soon  as  possible  after  the  saireoder  of  tbe  Indians,  Colonel  Mih 
tnovfd  back  to  the  Missouri  with  his  priaoDcrs,  and  thence  proi-eeiM 
to  Tongne  River. 

Tiie  iSeventh  Cavalry,  including  that  portion  of  it  which  bad  onikf 
Colonel  Sturgis  joined  General  Howard,  was  placed  in  camp  on  th'; 
MissoDii,  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  tbe  Mnsselsfaell,  to  await  tbd  rtvuli 
-of  the  mittsion  to  Sitting  Bull.  On  the  27lb  of  October  this  r^'gioitu;, 
received  orders  to  march  to  Fort  Buford  and  thence  to  its  winter  qn^r 
ters. 

Ri'tuming  now  to  the  district  of  Montana.  Cow  Island  ii 
limit  of  the  navigation  of  the  Missouri  during  the  latter  part  o: 
summer  aud  in  the  autumn.  It  is  by  land  123  miles  below  Fort  I 
ton.  Those  supplies  for  the  posts  iu  Montami  which  are  sent  op 
river  late  in  tbe  season  are  landed  there  and  hauled  thence  to  Fh 
Benton.  There  is  no  settlement  at  the  place  and  no  depot  proper, 
has  been  ealled  tbe  depot  is  simply  a  la  tiding- pi  rie«  near  thirniin 
throngb  which  Cow  Creek  flows.  This  ravine  is  one  of  the  soiuenlii 
infrequent  passes  by  which  the  great  plateau  north  of  the  Missouri  <■<! 
be  reached  by. wagons  from  the  valley  of  the  river.    On  the  lliibi 
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Angast  a  detaclim«nt  of  eigbt  rneD,  siibseqaently  iiTcreased  to  ttrelvo 
men,  auder  Sergt.  William  Molcbert,  Seveotb  Infantry,  was  stttit 
frum  the  compaDy  of  the  Seventh  at  DaupbiD  Kapids  to  Cow  Islitnd  to 
gLMnI  the  BtoreR  then  arriving.  Thia  detacbiaeiit  threw  ap  a  slight 
intrench  ment.  On  the  23d  the  Nez  Percys  appeared  on  the  sunth  bank 
of  the  Missouri,  immediately  crossed  the  river  and  attacked  the  guard. 
Tbey  rei>eate<lly  charged  the  intrench m en t,  but  were  as  often  repulsed ; 
it  in  believed  that  tbey  suffered  some  loss.  The  affair  was  very  highly 
creditable  to  the  little  garrison,  which  consisted  of  tour  citizens  and  Ser- 
geant Molcbert'sdetHchuient.  Tnnofthecitizenswerewoandeil.  During 
the  night  of  the  23d  the  Nez  Perots  burned  all  the  freight,  both  govern- 
ment and  private,  which  w»s  lying  at  the  landing,  and  the  next  morning 
at  ten  o'clock  moved  off  in  the  direction  of  the  pass  between  the  Bear's 
Paw  and  Little  Kocky  Mountains. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  MHJor  Ilges,  Seventh  Infantry,  command- 
ing officer  at  Fort  Benton,  received  information  that  the  Nfz  Percys 
were  approaching  Fort  Claggett  at  the  month  of  the  Judith.  He  imuie- 
diately  sent  the  skeleton  cumpajiy,  nuder  Lieutenant  Hardin,  whieli 
constituted  bis  entire  garrison,  don-n  to  Claggett  in  Mackinaw  boats, 
and  with  a  mouuteil  party  o:  36  citizen  volunteers  started  himself  for 
the  same  place  by  laud.  Both  parties  reached  Claggett  the  next  day. 
Scouts  were  seut  out,  who  reportt-d  during  the  night  of  the  23d  that  the 
enemy  had  gone  to  Cow  Island.  Ou  the  24th,  therefore,  the  wboie  com- 
mand proceeded  to  that  place  and  crossed  to  the  north  bank  of  th« 
river.  In  the  morning  of  the  25tb  Major  Ilge^  with  his  mounted  force 
Htarted  on  the  trail  of  the  Indiana.  After  a  march  of  ten  miles  they 
were  discovered.  A  skirmish  ensued,  wJiich  lusted  two  hours,  during 
which  one  of  the  volunteers  was  killed.  Fearing  that  his  small  party 
would  be  surrounded  and  destroyed.  Major  Ilges  finally  withdrew  to 
C'lw  Island.  Leaving  Lienteuaut  Hardin  with  bis  company  at  the 
Jcpot,  he  then,  with  his  volunteers,  returned  to  Fort  Benton. 

Major  Ilges  deserves  much  credit  for  the  zeal  and  energy  which  he 
[lisplayed  iu  th  8  affair. 

INDEPEHDBNT  POSTS. 

From  Fort  Buford,  a  post  which  is  not  included  in  any  district,  na- 
neroas  detachments  have  t»een  made  for  the  escort  of  trains  passing  up 
:he  YellowstODC  and  the  Missouri.  This  service  has  involved  great 
abor  and  no  inconsiderable  hardship.  It  has  been  well  and  zealously 
)erforroe<l,  but  it  has  not  led  to  any  conSict  with  hostile  ludians- 

From  Fort  Tntten.on  the  13th  of  August,  Company  C  of  the  Seventh 
Javalry  was  sent  into  the  middle  district  for  patrol  duty,  as  has  been 
already  mentioned. 

From  Fort  Soelling,  on  the  26th  day  of  September,  Company  B,  Twen- 
:ietb  Infantry,  was  sent  to  the  Indian  agency  at  >  /bite  Earth,  to  pro- 
rec.t  the  agent  and  to  suppress  threatened  dt;(turbauces.  It  returned  to 
ts  station  on  the  8tb  day  of  October. 

From  Fort  Sisseton  no  movements  have  been  made  other  thun  those 
nt^iitental  to  cliiinges  in  the  stations  of  troops. 

Three  new  {wsts  have  been  built  in  the  department  during  the  year: 
•"ort  Keogh,  at  the  mouth  of  Tongue  River;  Fort  Custer,  at  the  junction 
tf  the  Little  Bighorn  with  the  Bighorn  River;  and  Fort  Missoula,  in 
be  Bitter  Boot  Valley. 

Fort  Keogh  cousists  of  quarters,  barracks,  store-houpes,  hospital, 
itables,  &c.,  for  five  companies  of  infantry  and  six  compaoies  of  cav- 
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airy.  These  boildlnKS  nre  built  principnlly  of  pine.  The  liiDbn  f« 
tliem  vati  bouf^ht  in  tbe  Riiu>[ii(;r«uO  autniiiDof  lust yenr,  and  carried  u 
fiir  as  Fort  Buford.  The  brirk  ust-d  in  them  was  bumeil  npno  tbe»poL 
Tbe  bariat^bB  are  tvo  Btories  in  beictat.  Tbe  offiuera'quaitersareof 
one  story,  with  mansard  attics.  Owing;  to  low  water  in  the  YeHowHtoDe 
in  tbe  siiring  and  early  stunmer,  and  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  buan 
place<l  in  the  river  by  the  contractor  for  transportation  were  rvr)  I'l 
adftpteil  to  that  special  narigutiou,  it  wiia  not  until  July  that  the  build 
ings  were  coinmenued.  After  a  beginning  was  mad**,  however,  tM 
were  pushed  forward  rapidly,  and  tbey  are  now  so  nearly  completed  IbM 
tbe  troops  there  will  be  comfortably  quartered  during  tlie  wiiifer.  Tne , 
poet  will  be  one  of  the  Gne«tin  tbe  West  It  is  excellently  well  aitoatrd,  I 
and  the  bniMinge  are  both  roomy  and  substantial. 

The  construvtion  of  Fort  Custer,  on  tbe  Big  Horn,  was  intrusted  m  ' 
Lieatenant-ColonelG.P.  BuelKoftbeElereuth  Infantry.  Colonel BodL 
with  four  companies  of  his  regiment  and  a  large  force  of  mechanics  t^ 
laborers,  left  Bismarck  by  steamers  for  the  site  of  the  post  on  tbe  Iflili 
of  M»y.  Owing  to  tbe  wretched  charact4>r  of  bis  boat^  and  to  mi  tw- 
dent  which  happened  to  one  of  them,  be  did  not  reach  bis  UeatiQilKHi 
until  the  23d  of  June.  Subsequently  two  additional  com|>anied  of  hs 
regiment  were  sent  to  him.  It  bad  been  determined  to  build  this  ptri 
from  material  to  be  found  in  tbe  country;  and  aa  soon  as  OolonH  Burl! 
bad  put  np  temporary  storehouses  to  protect  his  supplies,  he  coiumfURd 
cutting  logs,  baking  brick,  and  sawing  lumber.  Tbe  lumber  in  this  ioi- 
nii'dinte  vicinity  is  cottonwood,  and,  with  tbe  exception  of  some  fiai^bin; 
Inmber — pine — sent  np  from  Bismarck,  the  post  was  built  of  tliia  mair 
ri»l.  The  post  is  intended  tor  tbe  same  number  and  descriptloD  u.' 
tronpsasFortEeogb.  Tbebuildings  are  not  framed,  but  tbey  are  built  ap 
of  planks  two  ini-bes  thick  by  six  inches  wide,  laid  flat  one  upon  anotbrt, 
forming  a  solid  wall  six  inches  in  thickness.  The  officers'  quarters aieiji 
one  story  and  an  attic.    All  other  buildings  are  of  one  story. 

Tbe  site  of  tbe  post  is  on  an  extensive  elevated  plateao  in  the  fork  of 
two  Atreams,  Colonel  Bnell  was  originally  instntcted  to  plaoe  it  on  l^ 
left  bunk  of  the  Bighorn,  as  near  to  the  month  of  the  Little  BighiTD 
as  tbe  nature  of  tbe  ground  would  permit.  Immediately  after  his  nt 
rival  he  made  a  thorough  examination  of  the  whole  neighborhood,  xtkI 
became  so  well  satisfied  of  tbe  superior  advantages  of  tbe  plate^iaia 
the  fork  over  any  other  possible  situation,  that  he  selected  it  as  the  six. 
His  action  in  this  rt^spect  was  subsequently  fully  approved.  Mauy  un- 
foreseen obstacles  delayed  the  completion  of  the  post  j  but  its  coutitnl^ 
tion  is  so  far  advanced,  that  the  garrison,  its  animals  and  supplies,  ml' 
he  well  sheltered  during  the  winter.  LieuteuRnt-Colouel  Buell  desent^ 
gieat  credit  for  the  activity,  energy,  and  resource  which  he  hHs  ili^ 
played. 

Fort  Missoula  was  originally  inteDde<]  for  a  single  compaay,  but  iTh>-i 
tbe  General  of  the  Army  visited  tbe  post  in  Angnet,  be  directed  tin:: 
it  should  be  enlarged  so  as. to  admit  a  garrison  of  four  companies.  Tbt 
buildings  originally  contemplated  have  been  substantially  couipletni: 
tbey  are  of  squared  pine  logs,  and  it  in  reported  that  tbey  are  we- 
built.  The  garrison  bas  been  increased  to  the  number  directed  by  lb' 
General,  and  three  of  its  companies,  with  ibeir  officers,  will  beqaarttrt^ 
in  temporary  huts.  Eatimates  will  be  submitted  for  the  completions'^ 
tbe  post  on  the  enlarged  scale  directed  by  Genrrnl  Sbermiin. 

Owing  to  tbe  absence  of  appropriations,  no  re|»airs  of  any  conjuMiDeiif* 
have  been  made  at  any  of  the  tiosts  in  the  department  during  the  y«ar. 
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4a  a  nahirftl  cons^qneuce,  very  toacb  increased  expenrtitnrea  for  this 
mrpose  will  be  needed  dining  tbe  cumins  year, 

Tbe  owDpation  aud  settlement  of  the  Black  Hills  has  created  a  new 
Tontier — a  frontier  which,  as  well  as  tbe  raids  leading  to  it,  needs  mil- 
tary  protection.  AgaiD,  wheu  Indians  break  away  from  the  lower 
t{;i'U(;ie8  and  escape  to  the  northward,  their  coarse  seems  to  be  well  to 
ibe  west,  so  far  from  the  posts  on  the  Miaaoari  that  it  is  impossible  to 
tend  out  troops  from  them  in  time  to  intercept  the  fugitives.  With  a 
orce  prepared  to  pursue  tbem  from  the  wcHt,  tbe  chances  of  intercept- 
ug  tbem  would  be  mncb  more  than  doabled.  A  strong  post  on  the 
>dge  of  tbe  hills  would  therefore  serve  a  threefold  pnrpose :  it  wonltl 
rive  protection  to  the  settlements,  miners,  and  rancbes  in  the  hills  ;  it 
vould  greatly  promote  the  safety  of  the  roads  leading  to  them,  and 
rould  be  of  no  small  importance  as  affecting  the  control  and  govern- 
nent  of  the  agency  Indians.  From  my  present  information,  I  think  that 
:be  neighborhood  of  Bear  Butte  would  be  the  beat  situation  for  such  a 
lOBt;  but  this,  of  course,  is  a  matter  that  would  require  farther  consid- 
>raiioji. 

The  Indiana  who  occupy  the  great  reservation  north  of  tbe  Upper 
Missouri  have  been  in  an  unsatisfactory  slate  for  several  years  past, 
riiough  nominally  at  peace  with  the  United  States,  an  nnfriendly  fee1> 
ng  toward  the  government  seems  to  have  prevailed,  and  there  is  no 
loubt  that  from  some  of  the  tribes  many  individuals  have  joined  those 
:)au(ls  which  have  eugaged  in  open  hostilities.  These  tribes  are  exposed 
x>  many  evil  infiuences;  they  are  iu  close  contact  with  the  hostile  Sioux, 
it'bo  are  encamped  jnst  across  the  frontier;  they  are  in  constant  com- 
ntinicatioD  with  the  mischievous  hordes  of  Bed  River  half-breeds, 
Lvho  vibrate  to  and  fro  across  the  boundary,  and  infest  the  northern 
part  of  the  reservation.  The  pro-tpect  is  that  sootier  or  later  we  shall 
tiave  trouble  with  them,  and  I  thick  that  it  Is  uoue  too  soon  to  make 
l>reparation  to  meet  it. 

I,  therefore,  recommend  that  a  strong  post — a  post  that  will  admit  a 
E;arris<m  of  at  least  twelve  full  companies — be  bailt  on  the  Hilk  River,  or 
It  the  foot  of  the  northern  slopes  of  Bear's  Paw  Mountain;  the  ques- 
:ion  of  its  precise  location  being  determined  by  considerations  affecting 
:he  economy  of  itMconstruutiun  and  maintenance.  An  additional  rea- 
ton  exists  for  the  establishment  of  a  post  in  this  vicinity.  It  would  be 
)f  great  importance  in  case  the  refugee  Sionx  should  attempt  to  return 
to  this  country  with  hostile  purpose. 

I  earnestly  and  urgently  recommend  tbe  constmction  of  a  military- 
telegraph  line  between  the  posts  on  the  Missonri,  from  Fort  Randall  to 
Port  Buford,  and  tbence  to  Forts  Keogh,  Custer,  and  Ellis.  I  am  aware 
that  there  is  a  line  building  to  Fort  McKinney,  which  will  probably  be 
extended  to  the  Bighorn,  but  this  will  by  no  means  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  situation.  There  is,  it  is  true,  a  private  line  from  YanktoQ 
to  Fort  Sully,  and  it  receives  some  assistance  from  the  governincut,  but 
it  is  aud  has  been  for  a  long  time  past  in  wretched  condition,  and 
totally  an  trustworthy.  It  is  simply  a  delusion.  For  the  purposes  of 
administration  alone  the  line  I  propose  would  be  of  immense  benefit, 
lud,  If  once  established,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  effect  an  economy  iu 
the  purchase  and  transportation  of  supplies  which  would  more  than 
repay  the  cost  of  its  maintenance.  It  is,  however,  in  its  more  strictly 
military  use  that  its  greatest  importance  would  consist.  It  would  give 
jutsh  power  of  combination  to  the  garrisoDS  of  the  different  posts  that 
[heir  effective  strength  would  in  many  cnsen  be  doubled.  The  distances 
which  separate  many  of  these  posts,  aud  the  difficulty  of  intercomma- 
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Dication  are  so  great,  that  ao  long  aa  information  must  be  conveytd 
froro  une  to  another  by  the  methods  of  faalfa  ctfotnr.v  ago,  tlie  garriMm 
of  one  can  givi*  little  or  do  asaislauce  to  that  of  another  when  ihe  olij^i 
to  be  ucL-OD)pli8he<i  is  the  rapture  or  ioterception  of  flying  band«  uf 
IndiHUH.  It  is  only  by  calling  into  service  modem  iniiirovenicDtv  ai 
everj' dei<cri|ition,  all  applicable  rexonrcesot  modern  science,  th»t  irar 
diminntive  and  greatly  overburdened  Army  can  hope  to  accomplisb  vlut 
is  requii-ed  of  it. 

The  health  of  the  troops  during  the  past  year  has  been  eicellroL 
8u|i]ilies  have  been  furnished  in  ample  quautity,  and  geueratly  o(  «!- 
celleut  quality. 

1  iippeud  the  reports  of  the  administrative  oGBcera  serving  at  the* 
hendrjUHrters,  and  I  desire  to  express  my  obltgatiODt  to  them  for  tlir 
very  able  and  faithful  manner  in  which  they  have  perfurmed  tbrir  re- 
spective duties. 

I  also  append  the  annual  reports  of  district  and  post  commaDdfMs  ; 
and  the  subordinate  reports  mentioned  in  Colonel  Sturgts's  nport  vi 
his  operations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 
ALFRED  H.  TERRY, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  U.  S.  A.,  Comnandigg. 

AdjutantGeneeal 

0/  the  MiiiUiry  IHtHaion  of  the  Missouri,  Chicago,  TU. 

[iDdoraemeul.] 

nEADQUABTEBS  MlLITABY  DlTISION  MiSSOtJBI, 

Chicago,  February  13, 18T8.    | 
Bespectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 
In  absence  of  the  Lieotenaut-General  commanding. 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Assistant  At^jutant-OauraL 


DISTBICT  OF  MONTANA. 

I 

BKADQUARTBRS  DllTFRirT  OF   MOSTASA. 

Fort  SkaiB,  Mom.,  Oeitktr  IH,  \fT.. 

Sir  ;  In  compliance  witb  yonr  com  ronn  leal  Ion  of  Stptamber  12,  1875 ,  I  hare  the  bow  , 
to  make  the  fnlfoniDir  report  of  the  operationi  of  tbU  command  dnrin^lfaeTear  eDdior  ^p- 
tembcrSO,  iftTJ:  I 

On  the  lat  of  October.  Compailj  E,  Sevenlb  Infaotr]',  nnder  command  of  CuL  f.  ' 
Clifford,  namberingSofficenandSBeDligtitd  men,  was  en  roalc  to  its  station  at  Camp Bakt-, 
Mont.,  bavin?  bi^eo  abBitat  on  tbe  TellnwstoneeipeditioD  gince  March  U,  1^76.  ItrCHkli 
Cftmp  Baker  October  S,  haTinj!:  marched  duricg  the  mooth  04  milc«.  ' 

First  Lieut.  William  Quinton.  Seventh  Infantry,  with  l^enliited  men  nf  hiscan]piDr((' .  ; 
left  Fort  Ellis  Octobei  17,  11:^6,  as  escort  for  a  wagon-train  loaded  with  sappltet  for  I'^  i 
new  poHl  at  tho  mouth  of  Tonfcue  River.  The  detachment  returned  to  Fort  Ellis,  >Dr<!ii-  j 
brr  li),  IS76,  having  [raveled  644  miles. 

CompaniPS  F,  0,  H,  and  L,  Second  CsTnlry,  were  joined  at  Fort  Ellis,  NovrmbtT  1-- 
)S76,  hj  169  lecniits,  which  came,  via  Corinue.  Moot.,  under  com mand  ofHaj.  J.  S  B:i'- 
iiin.  accompanied  br  Capt.  B.  Norwood  and  Second  Lieut.  B.  P.  Brewer.  Second  Cntii} 

Second  Lieut.  A.  M.  Fuller,  Second  Cavalrj,  bu<I  20  enlisted  men  left  Fotl  Ellis.  Drtc- 
ber  tf?.  18T6,  for  Flathead  agencj,  Mont.,  for  the  panjoge  of  yarding  the  Indian  ifirBlu-: 
^vemment  properly  at  that  i^jenc;  from  a  threntenea  attack  by  Indiaos.  The  dMactiqiriii 
reached  [lisie  January  ID,  1877:  distance  277  miles;  rFinaitied  thereuntil  March  5.  irhn  i: 
"tartei  back  under  command  of  Second  Lieut.  Charles  B.  Scbofietd,  Second  Cavslr.i.  u 
Flirt  Ellis,  reacbingr  (hert  March  20,  1877.  277  miles. 

Company  F,  Second  Cavalry,  8  officers  and  80  enlisted  moti ;  Compuij  O,  Second  Ci 
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ilry,  3<.fficer8ftiid  JleiiIUtedin«n.  leflForlElIU,  M«reh  3, 1877;  CoBiMoyH,  Second  Csr- 
itrj,  i  uffiMra  itud  e:)  eulisted  mm :  Cuiiipmi;  L,  Sacoad  Civalrr.  2  offiuera  Hud  81  eoIUled 
neii,  lE-n  FOTtEllii  March -^4,  ItfTT,  to  join  theeomniBRdor  Col.  N.  A.  Milea,  Fifih  luAlDtrr, 
Lt  month  of  TooKoe  Biver,  ModUiik.  Maj.  James  8.  Brisbin,  Second  Cavali?,  (Urted  from 
'oit  Ellis,  March  3ti,  ISTT,  to  join  and  take  command  of  the  four  compaoiBi  above  mui- 
iuncd.     The  command  reached  Toogue  Rivei  April  'X  ;  dialance  332  milei. 

Srcoad  Lieni.  Samuel  B.  Dout^lai,  Seventh  Infantiy,  went  with  theae  companiet  m 
inarlprmwter,  and  remainad  with  them  onlil  September  3,  1877,  wboa  he  started  far  Fort 
^llis,  via  Sioui  City,  Omaha,  aod  Corinoe,  reaching  Fort  Ellis  25th  September,  1S77, 

Assist  Snrg.  Paul  R,  Brown,  United  Sta'ea  Army,  belonjfinjf  to   the  post  of  Fort   Sbaw, 
r.HMwiled  )tL>  Firl  Eilis  and  accoinuinied  thd  baltalion  Second  Cavalry  leaving;  Fort  Etiia    - 
.fari'b  -24,  1877.      He  lemaioed  with  Colonel  Milea's  command  until  Sptember  3,  1877,  wbrn 
le  Klailed  for  Fort  Shaw  by  gteamboat  to  Con  Kland,  and   thence  to  Fm-t  Shaw  via  Foit 
Icntoo.  reached  Fort  Shaw.  September,  28.  1877. 

I'hiee  of  these  compnnies  are  still  absent  witb  Colonel  Uilea's  command. 

Company  L.  Second  Cavalry,  nnder  command  of  Cant.  B.  Norwood,  re  Id  med  to  Fori  Ellis 
'dI.v  '27,  inn,  as  escort  for  Oeneiai  SheruisD  from  Tongue  Biver.  Left  Fort  Ellis  August 
<  In  join  Coiooel  Oibboii's  command  in  the  field.  While  ■■  roati  the  oompanv  was  ordeied 
a  joio  General  Howard's  command,  which  it  did  August.  The  company  was  joined  August 
8  by  First  Lieut.  H.  M.  Benson,  Seventh  Infantry.  On  the  morning  of  August  M  the 
I'ex  Perciii  Indians  captured  a  large  oDuibsr  of  mules  from  General  [^ward's  command, 
iii<l  this  company  pursued  the  Indians  and  attacked  them  at  Comas  Creek,  Idaho.  In  this 
lel>l  LieuteuUiiit  Benson  and  6  enlisted  men  were  wounded,  one  of  whom  died  Angnst  SH,  at 
?l('iisaui  Valley,  Mont.  Forty-seven  mules  were  recaptured.  Distance  man^ied  since 
e«ving  Fort  Ellis  (July  27)  SSU  miles. 

Eight  men  oi  Second  Cavalry  were  attached  to  Company  Q,  Beventb  Infantry,  at  battle 
•f  Kig  Hole,  Mont.,  one  of  wham  (Sntgeant  Page)  was  killed,  one  (Private  Goale)  wounded, 
."he  dxtachment  retomed  to  Fori  Ellis  August  '£>.  lo77. 

First  Lieut.  George  H.  Wright  and  6  eiijisled  men  Seventh  Infantry  (mounted),  left  Fort 
ZM'u  July  16,  1877.  on  a  soonl  after  Indians,  snpposed  to  he  on  Shields  Elver  or  vioiolty  ; 
Fturued  to  post  on  2lBt  of  Jnly,  having  marched  l&O  miles. 

Second  Lieut.  F.  Woodbridge,  Seventh  Infantry,  with  4  enlisted  men  of  his  company.  A, 
nuiinted,  left  Missonla  Jnly  lr4,  1877,  on  a  scout  up  Lo-LoFork,  and  onto  Clearwater  River 
»  look  for  tbe  hostile  Nei  Percys  ;  returned  to  camp  Jnly  '24,  IH77 ;  distance  traveled  160 
mips. 

First  Lieut.  C.  A.  Coolidge,  Seven, b  Infiwtry,  with  one  enlislod  man  and  a  party  of  citi- 
■eim  (mounted),  left  Hissoala  July  SI ,  Itni,  on  a  scout  to  look  for  hostile  No*  Ferc^  In- 
lians;  r-tumed  to  post,  July '2d  ;  distance  traveled,  76  miles. 

Company  D,  Seventh  Infantry,  under  command  of  Capt.  R.  Comba,  ivitb  20  enlisted  men 
.nd  6  enlisted  men  of  Company  E.  Spvsntb  Infantty  attached,  lefi  Camp  Baker  July  Si4. 
tf77,  arriviKg  at  Fort  Shaw  Jnly  27.  Left  there  Jnly  28  with  battalion  Seventh  Infantry, 
miliar  Col.  John  Gibbon,  for  Missoula,  reaching  there  Angust  3.  Left  Missoula  with  bat- 
nliiiii  ijeventh  Infantry  and  look  part  in  battlH  of  Big  Hule,  MoaL,  August  9.  The  com- 
<Hiiy  kft  there  Augnal  13.  reaching  Deer  Lodge  on  the  16lb;  left  on  iha  18th;  reached 
liiisuula  August  81,  and  is  still  there  ;  distance  maiched  during  the  campaign  550  miles. 

Companies  A  ftnd  T,  Seventh  Infantry,  numbering  5  officers  and  32  enlisted  men.  under 
oiiim«Dd  of  Capt.  C.  C.  Rawn,  Seventh  Infantry,  on  the  25th  of  July,  left  Hisaaula  and 
narched  to  Lo-lLo  Pass,  14  miles,  carrying  4  days'  rations  and  lOU  rounds  of  ammunition 
.er  man,  accompanied  by  a  parly  of  from  lUO  to  ISOcitiieu  volunteers.  A  breast-work  waa 
:iitde  in  the  narrnw  part  of  the  pass  to  disputo  tbe  pauoge  into  Bliter  Boot  Valley  of  a  bond 
t*  hotuile  Nfi  l>erc6s  Indians  under  Joseph,  White  Bird,  aod  L  loking-Qlaae. 

The  companies  remained  there  until  the  '.Mth,  when  tbe  lodiaos  passed  around  their  Bank 
nd  Into  Hitter  Root  Valley.  The  citizens  having  an  onilerstandiug  with  the  Indians  Ibat 
Ley  wiiuld  not  be  attacked,  left  for  their  homes,  and  the  detachment  (A  and  1)  returned  to 

i^impany  P.  Seventh  Infantry,  numbering  31  enlisted  men  nnder  command  of  Second 
,i.-Ut.  E.  E.  Hardin,  left  Fort  Benton  July  ii5,  1977,  reached  Fort  Shaw  July  26i  lefl  on 
lif  '.A^Ih  with  liatlalion  Seventh  Inlantr^  and  took  part  in  battle  of  Big  Hole,  Mont. 

(,'aplain  Wiliiams  having  joined  Angus'  7,  commanded  the  company  from  that  date  nntll 
hf  !tih,  when  Lieutenant  Hardin  resomed  the  command.  Captain  Williams  was  wounded 
[1  the  ncliun  in  right  side  severely  and  a  slight  wound  in  scalp.  The  company  left  Angnst 
:l,  and  proceeded  to  Fort  Shaw  via  Divr  Lodge  and  Helena,  reaching  Fort  Sbaw  Angnst 
4,  where  8  enlisted  men  rejuined  it,  having  been  altached  to  Uouipany  G,  Seventh  lufoulry, 
.-iih  (ieiirrai  Hr.ward's  command  sim-e  August  13.  The  company  left  Fort  Shaw  Septum- 
i-T  17,  reached  Fort  Benton,  its  station,  on  the  18lh.  The  company,  numbering  15  men 
nd  liientenant  Hnrdin,  left  Fort  Benton  September  SI,  in  Mackinaws,  for  Cow  Island, 
4unl.,  I'M  miles  by  land  below  Fort  Bentun,  to  guu'd  government  frieght  landed  at  this 
•  lint  from  slenmboHts,  wh<re  it  is  still  stationed. 

Fur  the  operation  uf  couipanies  A,  B,  ii,  H,  I,  and  K,  Seventh  Infantry,  during  tbe  past 
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Tear  ms  report  forwarded  to  jonr  office  October  5,  (rom  comiiiuidin{  otSat  Vott  Sktw. 
Mnnt. 

Tbe  hoatile  Vei  Parens,  after  IsEvIni;  the  Big  Hole  battle-field  proceeded  mhIIi,  pui  ibt 
town  of  Bannock.  miiTderiiif!'  aettlen  and  ilealiuK  stock  aa  tber  went,  cn««d  ihr  luji 
d'mde  of  ibe  Rockj  Honntaiim  eaat  of  Fort  Leoihi,  IfaeA  moTcd  acri-u  Ibe  dividr  mpa 
at  Henry's  Liike,  down  to  the  Madinon  RiTer.  op  that  etreara  to  the  Qeyaer  Basa.  thiiKirh 
that  to  the  YellowBtotw  RiTer.  Thia  atreatn  the;  uroaied  below  TellowBtoM  Laku,  uri 
moved  down  the  ri|tbt  bank  of  the  atream  to  the  Elaat  Fork,  then,  after  aooie  delij,  np  liiu 
to  the  head  of  Clark'a  Fork,  and  down  that  to  the  YellowBtoiw. 

On  the  receipt  of  informMJon  that  Colonel  Stargis.  with  a  part  of  tbe  Sarenlh  Canary. 
wf  on  bis  waj  from  the  Lower  Yellowstone  to  the  Judith  Basin,  and  that  ih*  Nn  Pmtt 
In  front  of  Ctoneral  Howard  bad  eroeaed  the  Corinne  mad  sontli  of  Pleasut  Tailej,  1  ttat. 
AuffOal  17,  two  dispatcbca  to  Uolonel  StDrKLi  to  move  with  all  speed  to  Fort  EIIh.  bopt: 
to  gel  liim  there  in  time  to  move  up  the  Yellowstone  River  and  head  off  tbe  IndiaBi  Mr? 
thej  crossed  to  tb«  eMtward  of  that  atream  ;  bnt  mj  dispatches  did  not  reach  Um  nnfi  :;• 
had  arrived  on  tbe  Hnweishalt.  His  advance,  which  waa  one  daj  ahead  of  kim.  ntJt- 
Lientraant  Dnana,  Second  Cavalry,  with  Lienlanant  De  Rudio's  company,  SeveoUi  Cai  ilrr. 
and  a  party  of  Crow  sconta,  poshed  at  once  for  Fen  Ellis,  which  waa  reached  od  ibr?'* 
of  Augost,  and  mi  the  iiTth  Lientenant  Doaoe  waa  ordered  by  telejtTaph  to  push  np  tbrTt- 
lowstone  to  the  bridge  at  tbe  mouth  of  Eaat  Fork,  cross  that,  and  feel  for  the  Indians  nfi 
right  bank  of  the  Yellowstone.  On  the  same  day,  infomalian  having  been  received  lb: 
Cokmel  Stnttis  had  reached  the  Crow  agency,  orden  were  disp  itched  to  him  to  pmk  ■; 
to  tbe  head  of  Clark's  Fork,  and  be  accordingly  left  tbe  Fort  C.  F.  Smith  road  to  go  up  un; 
otream  on  September  3. 

In  the  meati  ^me  Lientenant  Doane,  in  obedienoe  to  his  orders,  proceeded  with  hi>  t»- 


up  the  Yellowstone,  where,  on  approaching  Gterdiner'a  River,  on  the  id  oF  S^inr- 
Der,  DO  fonnd  hlmaelf  in  the  preeence  of  eome  of  the  hostile*.  Here  he  was  ovntaken  ij 
LieuteikaQl-Calouel  Gilbert,  Seventh  Infantry,  who  had  been  sent  oat  nnder  apedsl  io'ln'- 
lirtn*  from  Fort  Ellis,  with  Norwood's  company  of  caviJry,  with  directions  to  lake  cuniinsr ' 
of  Lientonant  Duane's  party  and  commnnlcate  with  General  Howard :  then  to  govern  hic- 
self  according  to  the  instmctions  of  tbe  General  of  the  Army  and  General  Howaid.  Tbi 
command  was  than  inmed  back  IS  miles,  deflected  to  the  westward,  and  after  puf.ti 
Ibroucfa  a  very  rongh  and  diffienlt  conntry,  itmck  the  trail  of  General  Huward'a  eolDion  .3 
the  Oeyaer  Buia,  and  fullowod  it  over  to  and  down  Clark's  Fork,  from  wbenee  it  nami 
to  Fort  Ellis,  having  failed  to  overtake  General  Howard. 

The  ludiaiu.  after  crossing  tbe  Yellowstone  River,  came  down  the  right  bank  u  fuu 
Baronetle'a  bridge,  wLicb  tliev  burst,  and  then  moved  slowly  np  the  East  Fork,  stiikint  ai 
head  of  Clark's  Fork  on  the  4th.  General  Howard  repured  the  bridge  and  cteMed  ii  <" 
tbe  5th.  continning  the  ponalt,  and  now  ev^thing  appeared  favorable  fraaaeAkcn 
blow  against  the  camp,  eneombeied.as  it  was,  in  the  midst  ot  the  monntains,  with  itiwoaiJiJ 
and  large  herd  of  horsea.  Bat  it  HOeceeded,  with  Gentral  Howard  close  behind  ivinelojiu 
Colonel  Sturgts'a  command,  and  moved  rapidly  down  the  valley  toward  the  Yellowimit, 
followed  In  &it  parsoit  by  Colonel  Stargis,  who  appeara  to  have  cut  loose  front  ertrjtkjC( 
and  followed  very  rapidly.  In  the  absence  of  official  reports,  I  am  not  able  to  famiih  It* 
details  of  the  paranit,  dnring  which  the  Indians  were  on  several  occasions  overtakes  ul 
engaged.  They  continued  to  move  very  rapidly  northward,  and  crossed  the  HissoBri  Rin  i 
at  Cow  Island  on  the  23d.  where  they  destroyed  a  quantity  of  government  and  piirtt 
freight,  and  fooght  for  some  boori  a  small  guard  stationed  tfaare  for  its  pnnectiiiB,  sad  t»-j 
louKing  to  Companj  B,  Seventh  Infantry. 

Major  llgea.  Seventh  Infantry,  commanding  at  Fort  Benton,  on  receiving  iafomaliM^ 
the  approach  of  tbe  bostilei,  promptly  atarted  all  of  his  available  men,  nnder  LieoifSMl 
Hardin.  Sevendi  iDfautiy,  lit  a  boat  down  the  river,  and  himself  with  a  party  of  10  drixD 
started  oD'honeback  by  land. 

These  parlies  reached  Cow  Island  after  the  Indians  had  erossed.  and  Hqor  Ilg«vill| 
great  gallantrr  took  np  the  pursuit  with  his  small  party,  overtook  tbe  Indians  ttglix  isil(*4 
Cow  Creek,  fought  Ihem  for  two  hoars  losing  one  man  and  a  horse,  and  findiag  ibeeffcV 
too  slroDg  lor  him  withdrew  to  Cow  Island  from  whenoe  he  returned  to  Fort  Benleo. 

The  Indians  coDtinned  their  movement  north  after  buroitig  a  freight  trun  near  the  Iwi' 
of  Cow  Creek  and  hill iug  two  of  the  teamsters,  and  on  the  30th  of  September.  whfaii«d| 
of  the  Bear-Paw  Uountains.  were,  I  am  happy  to  say,  struck  by  Coloitel  Hiles's  eomocA 
which  under  its  sallant  leader  had  on  the  I8ih  left  tbe  month  of  Tongue  River  and  joiui 
,_  ..  «...  ..-,  "^  ibly  reached  them  at  a  time  when  they  had  bejoi  " 

n  uie  5th  instaut  Joseph  and  the  remnant  of  tht  ^ 
with  him  surrendered. 

It  will  be  seen  from  thia  report  that  oi 
troops  in  tbe  district  waa  entirely  too  amaii  hi  nieei  ii. 
Nes  Perces  was  an  event  entirely  nolnoked  for  and  not  i 
curied.    All  the  Indians  resident  within  tbe  district  are  p 

from  without  afler  one-half  of  the  effective  strength  of  th 

Important  serviceon  the  Lower  Yellowstone  left  me  with  leas  than  150  men  fiir  use  in  ItN 
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and  thit  after  stripping  «Ter7  post  in  lb*  diatriet  to  th«  very  lowmt  polal  eompHtible  irith 
th«  car*  of  the  puDlic  propen;.     It  ia  not  bj  any  luenDs  [mprobBble  that  inch  iaroBclB  maj 

The  JQdieionn  chanffa  made  by  the  Gonentl-in-Chief  iu  the  plau  of  the  post  near  Himoiilth 
and  ID  the  increued  «lie  of  the  gtrrmoa  to  be  pliiced  tbsre  will  do  much  towards  the  pro- 
■(.■I'tiiiD  of  the  weilern  frontier  of  Hontana  ;  bat  the  eiperience  of  the  put  Bnoimer  demno- 
eiratas  the  abrilaie  neceuity  for  Ibe  esiablislmieDt  of  a  military  post  of  cot  leae  than  fonr 
cornpaiiiea  at  or  near  Horse  Prnirie  Creek  in  Southwostera  HoDlana,  to  protect  the  seltlera 
iu  that  region,  ){iiard  the  maia  line  of  travel  from  the  Territory,  and  overawe  the  Indians  in 
th  nt  direction  by  the  estabiishment  of  a  military  force  on  what  has  been  for  a  hundred  yean 
and  more,  the  maio  roale  of  travei  from  one  side  of  the  Ro  liy  Hoautaius  to  the  other. 

Id  addition  to  this,  there  sbonld  be  esiabllibed  Iu  Northern  Montana  a  lar^  post,  of  not 
)e«ii  thaa  ail  companies.  This  is  rendered  oecnesary  by  the  presence  of  a  lar^e  number  of 
LcHtile  [ndians  diiecily  across  the  British  line  who  have  soo^ht  safety  there  from  our  troops 
niid  are  lialile  at  any  time  to  make  Inroads  into  our  territory,  and  indnce  dlsaalisfHclioti  and 
hontiiilies  amon);  our  own  ladiaos.  In  selecting  a  position  for  this  post  there  are  three 
points  to  choee  irom,  all  within  the  limits  of  the  reservatiODS  for  the  Northern  Indian  a.  whicU 
(in  addition  to  the  other  reasons  slated)  shonld  be  protected  from  inroads  by  the  whites. 
These  are:  Ist.  The  Sweei-Orasa  Hills  about  100  miles  north  by  •rest  from  Fort  Bpnton. 
2J.  The  Beii-Paw  Monntaing.  60  miles  northeast  of  Fort  Benton:  and  3d.  The  Little 
Kockj  Uountaini,  IWmileseast  of  tbesame  point,  at  all  of  whicb  I  think  initable  locations 
can  be  had. 

The  first  it  directly  od  the  Brilisb  line,  bnt  the  farthest  from  the  tine  of  supply,  the  Hls' 
BODri  River,  and  is  moreover  nearly  directly  north  of  Fort  Shaw  and  Honld  render  this  pout 
of  comparatively  little  importance.  The  second  and  third  points  haTe  the  advantage  of^  be- 
iiiir  mure  to  the  eastward,  and  in  a  region  now  totally  devoid  of  military  posts,  and  near  the 
line  of  main  travel  of  Indians  moving  north  and  sooth.  Other  things  beinf;  equal,  the  ^Ird 
puiDt  I  uunsider  preferable,  from  tbe  fact  that  it  is  brther  to  lire  eastward  and  closer  to  wliat 
must  be  the  base  of  its  supplies.  Cow  Island  on  tbe  Missouri  River,  the  head  of  late  ■team- 
boat  BBvi|i>tion  on  that  river,  from  which  piiint  it  would  be  distant  Onlv  aboot  40  miles. 

Tbe  eatobliahoient  of  a  pDst  at  one  of  the  points  named  will  render  the  farther  occupancy 
by  troops  of  the  town  of  Fort  Benton  nnnecessai?.     That  location  is  not  only  nnsniiable 
fur  ap»Bt,  butts  entirelj  out  of  place  in  a  military  point  of  view. 
Very  respectrnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
Colantl  Stetntk  I^fanlrJ|,  Commatdiug. 

Assistant  Adjutant-Genbbal, 

Department  of  Dakota, 

Saint  Foal,  Mimu. 


DISTRICT  OF  THE  YELLOWSTONE. 

HEADQIIARTEHB  DlBTRItTT  OP  THB  YBLLOWSTDHE, 

Fort  Keogh.  Moht., 

Dtctmber  -iJ,  1S77. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  orders  from  department  headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  make 
the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command  during  the  year  ending  October  17, 
1877; 

The  force,  ordered  to  winter  on  the  Yellowatonein  tbe  autumn  of  1^76,  in  addition  to  its  other 
duties  w^  required  to  build  a  cantonment  and  escort  and  guard  public  atorea  necessary  for 
its  snbsiatence.  At  that  time  there  were  upwards  of  1,000  lodges  of  hostile  Indians  In  Ibe 
field,  under  Sitting  Bull  and  Crasj  Horse,  and  it  ia  to  be  regretted  thai  the  1,500  troops 
originallj  ordered  In  winter  on  Ihe  Yellowatone  were  not  placed  here,  aa  th^r  services  would 
have  been  invaluable.  With  tbe  force  reduced  more  than  one-half,  the  work  of  hutting  was 
commenced,  and  the  Fifth  Infantry  prepared  at  once  to  lake  the  field. 

I  learned  through  spies  and  other  means  the  design  of  Sitting  Bull  to  move  to  the  vicinity 
of  the  mouth  of  Powder  River  and  harass  the  troops  and  transportation  along  the  Yellow- 
atone,  and  reuPived  accurate  information  of  his  iutended  movement.  Tbe  attack  upon  a 
government  train,  made  by  a  pari  of  his  warriors  under  Oall,  confirmed  the  reports:  and  on 
the  17th  of  October,  1876,  I  moved  acroai  the  country  to  the  northwest,  to  clear  the  ronle  of 
tiavel,  and,  if  possible,  intercept  the  march  of  tbe  hoatiiea.  On  the  2lBt,  my  eommand  was 
brought  into  contact  with  the  hostile  Minueconjoux,  Sans  Arcs,  Uncpapaa,  and  wiirriora 
from  other  tribes,  and  afler  a  parley  with  Sitting  Hull,  No  Neck,  Bull  Eaete.  Red  Skirt, 
Gail,  Pretty  BeHr,  and  other  prominent  leade.s  of  the  hostile  Sioux  camp,  which  had  tioaat- 
iafactory  resolle,  an  enga|^ment  followed,  which  resulted  iu  driving  the  hoatiiea  out  of  their 
camp  at  the  head  of  Cedar  Creek,  east  branch  of  Uftynadier  Creek.    Tbe  ladiaua  luat  a  few 
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killed  aod  a  ivtge  AmoDOt  of  proptrty,  b^Ih  in  thrir  camp  and  on  tbe  line  of  Iheir  reltptt, 
iiicludiiif;  hortei,  irmlefi,  *pd  pooiM.  In  theeDf^Bf^ment  botbofBoers  and  men  (nnmlieiiue 
3Sti  riSo)  behafed  with  tbe  gresteit  foTlitude,  aa  tbry  were  oatnambered  more  than  too  to 

Tbe  Indiana  were  pnnoed  as  far  aa  the  YellawBtone,  a  diaUnce  of  42  niilea,  where,  to 
avoid  farther  paiMtbment,  Ibe  principal  part  made  a  conditional  Kuri«Dder,  tcWinj^np  u  ho*- 
tngeii  five  of  their  principal  cbiefi  and  leading  men.  The  ivsponEibility  fur  the  terms  dm 
beinff  fiilly  complied  with  reats.  in  nxj  opinion,  not  with  the  oommaiid  thai  braught  abont 
the  siirreiider.  SUtinfr  BnU  left  tbe  main  body  daring  Ibe  retreat,  with  30  1odp«,  and  wa« 
loon  joined  by  Oall  and  Pretty  Bear  with  as  many  more. 

On  letumintr  lo  Ibe  cunlonment  at  month  of  Tongne  Elver,  I  immediately  arsaniied  * 
force  of  4;M  men  of  tbe  Fifth  Inl'antry  and  moved  north  in  por«uit  of  8iltiu([  Ball,  and  fol- 
lowed the  trail  down  a  iributary  of  ibe  Bifr  Dry,  nnlll  it  wu  obliterated  by 
■  d  the  Mi 


_  ip  of  Iron  Dug,  119  lodgee,  Croaned  the  Mieiouri  in  advance  of  the  command  and  dis- 
•olved  ilSHlf  into  the  Yanctonnaia  camp,  ao  that  when  the  command  reached  Fort  Peek 
agruay,  one  week  later  (iniing  in  there  for  anppliesj,  aome  of  the  aame  Indians  who  were 

Eteaeut  at  the  council  and  en|r&peinent  with  Sitting  Bull  were  found,  with  tieketa  in  their 
anda  and  rifltv  on  tbeir  bacba,  drawing  raliona.  Thia  band  snbaeqaently  movw)  Donh, 
ciominK  tbe  Biitiab  line 

Tbe  rpport  of  Sitllne  Bnll'ii  moving  toward  Carnilt  for  ammnaition  indnced  me  to  more 
a  part  of  my  commauo,  aii  companies  and  one  gnu,  to  oppoaile  tbe  month  of  Mnatelahel), 
OD  the  north  aide  of  the  Miaiouri,  and  the  remainder,  four  companie*  and  aoe  f  nn,  ap  the 
weal  branch  of  the  Bir  Dry.  Un  arrival  oppoeite  Squaw  Creek,  a  report  readwd  me  that 
Sitting;  Bull  bad  muvMt  east  and  deaigned  croaaing  llie  Miaaouri  :  aa  this  report  couBicled 
with  Ihe  one  previoualy  received,  I  determined  to  act  npon  both,  and  a^ain  divided  my  force. 
taking  three  cumpaniea  and  one  gnn  acroas  the  headwatera  of  Ihe  Big  Dry  and  aeoding 
threa  companies  and  one  bowitaer— nnder  Lientenanl  Baldwin — east  along  tbe  Mias'inri. 
Tbia  movement  resulted  in  driving  Silling  BoII'b  camp  aonlh  of  the  Hiaaonri,  and.  being 
iolhiwed  up  by  a  movement  to  inlercepl  him,  after  the  detachment  had  retarned  to  Peck  for 
■uppliei,  reanlled  in  aurprlaing  Sitting  Bull'a  camp— at  that  lime  nnmbering  193  lodgM— 
al  heed  iif  Hedwater,  and  the  capture  of  a  good  |»rt  of  hia  camp  equipage.  The  Indians 
■cattered,  (loing  aoutb  across  the  Yellnwatone  in  a  destitute  condition. 

Abont  this  lime  I  received  inforiiia^ou  of  a  meaaaee  having  paaaed  between  Craay  Hoiae 
and  Sluing  Bull,  ibat  tbe  former  had  learned  of  thediscomStnrnof  the  latter,  and  reqneaiing 
bim  to  join  his  camp,  that  he  had  plenty  of  warriors  and  ammunition.  Sitting  Bull  replied 
that  be  would  join  Craiy  Horse  daring  Ihe  cold  moon  (December),  via  mouth  of  Roaebad. 
The  command  being  kept  between  the  two  camps,  and  on  their  route  of  travel,  Ihe  janc^en 
waa  never  accompMabed. 

Diaaffectiou  existed  to  some  extmt  in  Ihe  hoatils  camna,  and  aeveral  bands  had  already 
broken  from  tbe  main  camp  and  gone  to  their  agency,  and  on  the  16th  of  December,  a  parly 
of  Indiana  came  inlo  Ibe  cantonment,  moutb  of  the  Tongue  Biver,  apparently  with  good  in- 
tent, and  it  ia  believed,  for  tbe  purpose  of  making  terms  of  aurrender,  but  unfortunately  be- 
fore they  reached  the  command  they  were  set  npon  by  some  Crow  acoula,  who  had  been 
brought  down  from  Western  Montana,  and  were  inatantly  killed.  Thia  act  of  treachery 
waa  particularly  uufoitunale  at  that  time,  aa  it  broke  off  all  commnnications  of  a  peaceable 
CHture  fur  aeverat  months. 

Though  the  command  wni  somawbat  exbausted  by  the  hardshipa  of  Ihe  previona  long 
marches  in  November  and  December,  and  bad  suffered  greatly  by  the  inlenaely  cold  weather. 
Ibe  tranaporlMion  worn  down  by  hard  work  and  very  little  food,  a  force  consisting  of  five 
companii'S  Fifth  Infantry  and  two  companies  Twenty -second  Infantry,  was  org  ^niied  after 
oue  week's  rast  to  move  up  Tongue  River  against  the  lai^  camp  under  Crazy  Horae,  cod- 
siating  ol  Ibe  Ogallalla  and  Cheyenne  tribes  and  several  hundred  Indians  from  other  tribes. 
Tbe  command  ■'onaietpd  of  436  uffiuera  and  men  and  two  field-guns.  As  tbe  command  ap- 
proached their  camp,  which  extended  along  the  Tongue  for  three  miles  between  Otter  and 
Banging  Woman's  Creek,  the  ludians  broke  camp  and  moved  up  Tongue  Biver  :  tbey  were 
followed  as  mpidly  as  tbe  command  could,  move  through  the  snow  and  over  froEen  atreama, 
and  al  a  point  eight  miles  above  Hanging  Woman's  Creek,  tbe  scouts  in  advance  captuied 
a  amall  party  of  Indians  (oue  young  warrior,  four  women,  and  three  children),  wbii^li 
afterwards  proved  to  be  quite  an  important  priie,  as  they  were  the  relatives  of  some  of  the 
most  prominent  families  in  the  hostile  camp,  aud  the  effort  of  about  300  warriors  to  recaptnn 
them  resulted  in  a  very  aharp  skirmish  on  the  evening  of  January  7. 

On  the  morning  of  the  'jth  the  command  encountered  the  main  body  of  warriors  led  bj 
Crany  Horse,  Little  Big  Man,  Thx  Ice.  Big  Crow,  aud  others,  in  an  engagement  laatlng  nuiil 
one  ii'clock.  when  Ihe  I'.hief  medicine-man,  Big  Crow,  with  others  waa  killed,  and  the  In- 
diana Hed  from  the  Sold. 

Thia  eiipagement  was  fonght  under  most  trying  circa  ma  lances.  The  troops  were  laigelj 
ontnumberedi  the  Indiana  .i,:cupying  a  apur  of  the  WoifMuQutain  range,  thaanowljeingqmiB 
deep,  making  it  very  dilBcult  to  move  troopa  on  fool,  aud  during  a  part  of  the  lime  a  aevera 
■uow-stoiin  prevailed. yet  the  attack  waa  made  in  excellent  order.  Tbe  principal  Gghuaf 
occuii-ed  on  the  hift  of  tbe  liue,  I  think  aa  rough  a  country  as  troopa  ever  tbugbi  over.  auJ 
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for  ft  time  wm  very  cloae  and  desperate.  Captalni  Cuey  >nd  Butler  nod  LienleDant  He- 
DoDKld  Kre  enlilleil  to  f^''^'^'  prsise  for  the  cool  sod  determined  inaitDeT  in  which  the;  led 
and  bandied  tbeir  companiee  under  fire,  and  Lieuteuant  Baldnm  for  his  gaOaDlrj  in  teadiog 
a  charire. 

The  JndiaDs  ftbandoned  the  field,  leariu^  Iheir  dead  chief  behind.  The  troops  advaoced 
far  eoough  to  aacerlaia  that  they  had  retrealed  io  Ibe  direcliim  of  the  BIfrhorn  MouDtaius, 
but  tu  DO  gapplies  could  have  been  obtained  for  the  troops  iu  that  direction,  and  the  com- 
maod  had  accamplished  the  abject  of  the  movetneot,  no  fnrther  pursuit  was  deemed  neceS' 
■ary  or  advisable  at  that  time. 

Tbe  cHpture  of  the  Indians  on  tbe  eTening  of  Jannary  7.  as  above  stated,  proved  to  be  an 
imponaol  affair,  as  affording  a  means  of  comninnicalini;  with  the  hoelile  camps.  I  seat 
sf'Ut  John  Brnquinr  with  two  of  the  captives  Febrnary  1,  offering  tbe  terms  npnn  which  a 
snrrender  wculd  be  accepted,  namely,  nncooditional,  witbsabsequent  compliance  with  such 
orders  as  shonld  be  received  from  the  higher  anthoritiee,  at  the  same  time  informing-  them 
that  in  case  of  a  non  compliance  the  troops  would  move  at^inst  thpm  Bftnin.  Bruqaier  per- 
formed thia  valnabls  and  most  dangerous  servioe,  as  well  as  sabseqaent  service  of  simiUr 
nature,  with  eqaal  skill  and  coniase.  Making;  the  lonir  journey  through  deep  snow,  be 
found  that  the  hoetiles  had  continned  their  retreat  From  the  battlr-fleld  of  January  8  to  the 
base  of  the  Bighoni  HouQtains,  and  camped  on  the  Lttlle  Horn,  a  tributary  of  the  Little 
Bighorn.  He  found,  also,  after  get^ng  into  their  camp  that  they  were  disposed  to  accept 
the  terms  of  tbe  government,  being  convinced  that  ibey  could  not  contend  with  tbe  troops, 
and  havine  safTered  severely  on  their  retreat.  Hie  mission  was  so  successfully  executed 
that  on  February  19  he  relumed  with  19  Indians,  mainly  chiefs  and  leading  warriors,  who 
desired  to  learn  the  exact  condition  opou  which  they  could  sarrender.  The  larma  as  above 
given  were  repeated,  and  in  various  councils  and  frank  and  free  communica^oiis  a  feeling  of 
confidence  and  good  faith  was  engendered  which,  I  will  here  add,  hu  never  been  disturbed 
BO  far  as  relates  to  tbe  Indians  wbo  subsequently  surrendered  here. 

On  tlieir  return  tbe  criers  announced  through  their  camp*  that  the  war  was  over,  and  tlie 
campa  began  to  move  toward  this  place.  While  on  tbe  way  they  were  overtaken  by  rnnner* 
from  Spotted  Tall,  who,  as  they  understood,  offered  more  liberal  terms,  inclnding  the  right  lo 
retain  iheir  arms  and  ponies,  and  to  procure  ammunition.  Tbe  camps  were  accordingly 
moved,  for  a  genera!  council,  to  near  the  fork  of  the  Powder  Siver,  and  a  larger  delegation 
of  k'ading  chiefs  and  warriors  came  in  (March  lU)  to  learn  whether  like  lerms  could  be 
obtainad  here. 

Tbey  were  Informed  that  there  would,  be  no  change  from  what  had  been  before  ofiVred : 
also  that  it  wonld  be  equally  satisfactory  sliould  they  choose  to  surrender  at  the  snutlieru 
Bgfenciee,  but  that  they  mnst  do  one  of  the  two  or  prepare  to  meet  the  troops  that  would  be 
'  nmediataly  sent  out  after  (hem.     In  answer,  Little  Hawk,  uncle  of  Crazy  Hor 


Others,  guaranteed  to  either  bring  tbe  camp  here  or  take  it  lo  the  lower  agencies,  and  left 
in  our  bands  as  pledge  of  good  faith  nine  hostages,  prominent  men  and  bead  warriors  of 
both  tribes      Three  hundred,  led  by  Two  Hoods,  Hump,  White  Bull  or  The  Ice,  and  Hor 


'  bands   as  pledge  of  good  faith  nine  hostages,  prominent   r 
iribcs      Three  hundred,  led  by  Two  Moons,  Hump,  While  Bi 
Pond,  surrrnderfed  here  April  £2  i  a  large  part  of  the  others,  numbering  more  than  U.OUll,  led 


by  Crizy  Horse,  Little  ifawk.  Little  Big  Man,  The  Rick,  and  others  moved  south  and  siir- 
rHndered  at  Red  Cloud  and  Spotted  Tail  agencies.  la  the  mean  lime  Sitting  Bull  hod 
galheicd  hia  camp  south  of  the  Yellowstone,  and  when  Craiy  Horn's  following  decided  to 
place  themselves  under  subjection  to  the  government,  he.  In  order  to  avoid  surrendering  and 
ID  escape  further  pursuit,  retreated  to  the  nortbem  boundary  and  sought  refuge  on  Canadian 
soil.  His  following  was  then  in  a  very  desUlnle  condilion.  almost  entirely  out  of  ammuni- 
tion, having  lost  nearly  everything  except  their  guns  and  ponies,  and  have  since  Oei-inred 
their  allegiance  to  and  purpose  to  remain  under  the  prjiection  of  the  British  Qdverumeac 

From  those  that  surrendered  I  learned  that  a  band  of  renegades  of  different  tribes — cliwfly 
MinueconJDUi  under  Lame  Deer — had  determined  not  to  surrender,  and  bad  broken  off  from 
tbe  party  that  came  to  this  place,  and  moved  westward  as  they  were  approaching  from  the 
Upper  Powder  River.  At  thsl  time  (April  -W),  and  for  more  than  a  month  previous,  my 
limited  amount  of  grain  aud  bay  had  become  so  far  exhaust  id  that  I  was  obliged  to  turn  a 
good  part  of  my  animals  out  on  dead  gnus  and  cotton  wood  brush  in  order  lo  keep  them  alive. 

April  3Klb,  Lieutenanl  Baldwin  brought  up  a  train  with  grain  from  Bismarck  ;  and  on  May 
J,  with  a  force  consisting  of  the  battalion  of  four  companies  Second  Cavalry,  that  had  ar- 
rived from  Fort  Ellis,  Mont.,  April  'i'i,  two  companies  of  tbe  Fifth  and  four  of  the  Twenty- 
secund  Infantry,  I  started  up  Tongue  River,  and  on  the  Sth,  at  a  point  63  miles  &om  its 
mouth,  cut  lucee  From  my  wagons,  and  with  the  cavalry, detochmeUE  of  mounted  infantry 
Fifth  and  Twenty -Second,  and  three  companies  Twenty-second  Infantry,  struck  icros*  to 
and  marched  up  the  Rosebud. 

After  a  secret,  most  labnrious,  and  circuitous  march  tbrongh  the  broken  conntry  along  the 
western  affluents  of  the  Rosebud,  and  with  scarcely  a  halt  during  two  nights  aud  oue  day, 
tbe  command  surprised  Lame  Deer's  Camp  at  i  a.  m.  on  the  7th.  The  camp  was  situated 
on  and  near  tbe  mouth  of  Muddy  Creek,  a  western  affluent  of  the  Rosebud.  The  surprise 
was  complete.  The  village  was  charged  in  gallant  style  by  the  detacbment  mounted  in- 
ratilry,  eummanded  by  Lieutenant  Casey,  and  Company  H.  Second  Cavalry,  commanded 
by  Lient.  L.  U.  Jerome ;  that  force  cut  ofi'  and  secured  the  herd.     Through  White  Bull,  of 
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the snrTeDi}ered  Cheyaiinu  (whoM  lerriM,  with  th«l  of  Brave  WolfBnd  Haup  in  diienTer- 
ing  the  village  and  laadiD(;  Ibe  connnand  to  It,  wu  iDvaluable),  I  called  un  Che  Ii]<liaiu  to 
RDnender,  and  Lame  Deer  and  bis  head  warrior  Itoq  Star  appeared  deein'W  of  doiug-  eo, 
but  eilfaer  havinfc  aliead;  meditated  treacberj  or  feniiag  it  od  our  part,  alter  shabing  baud* 
with  aoDie  nfficcn  of  Ibe  command,  th«j  beKan  to  fire  at  them  bnt  a  few  ilepa  dittant. 
This  neo'iaarit]'  andod  thai  mode  of  peace-making,  and  the  Indiaoi  who,  at  the  Grit  at- 


tack, had  laken  refu^  in  the  hills  aloos  the  edge  of  lb«  Taliej.  were  hotly  panned  ii 
niog  &rht  of  aonte  eight  miles  aerou  the  broken  coantrf  to  the  Bosabad.     Foorteen  wc 
reported  hilled,  iocluding  Lame  Deer  and  Iron  Btar:  4-W  bonca.  mules,  and  ponies,  ■ 
their  ealire  oamp,  51  Indgea.  richly  stored  with  food,  robes,  saddles,  and  every  speciea  of  I 

dian   properly,  fell  into  our  bauds,    LleDL  A.  M.  Fullc"    " '   "— -i— 

wounded ;  fi  enlii>ted  men  were  wounded,  and  4  enlisted  a 
escaped  gubsnfiienliy  moved  eastward  lo  the  Little  HisHnirl, 

After  Ibe  reiura  of  the  command  to  the  canloumeul  the  severe  and  protracted  raJoi  of  the 
latter  pare  of  Hay  rendered  the  roads  impassablr,  and  flooded  the  streams,  eo  that  any  «i- 
tfuded  movenient  was  impossible.  Four  compaoiea,  B,  F,  G,  and  I.  Fifth  Infantry,  wrn 
mounled  on  ihe  captured  Indian  ponies,  and  served  as  mounted  infantry  uulil  after  the  Xes 
Perc^  campaign. 

During  the  rrmalnder  of  May  and  Ihe  early  part  of  Jane,  my  force  was  aagmented  by  the 
arrival  iu  th«  YellowatoTie  Valley  of  eleven  companies  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  commaoded 
by  Oeneral  Siurgis;  four  companies  of  the  First  Infantry,  commanded  by  Hoj.  H.  U. 
I^uelle  1  and  two  cumpanics  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry,  commanded  by  Hiu,  C.  Q.  Bartlett. 
Uajor  Bartlett  and  ihe  companies  uf  the  Eleventh  lufantry  were  (July  17}  ordered  to  the 
pr«t  on  Ihe  Bighorn,  and  were  not  called  into  the  field. 

Id  the  early  part  of  June,  I  l>-amed  of  the  existence  of  a  band  of  hostlles  in  the  vicinity 
and  east  of  Powder  River  A  hoi  trail  of  a  small  horse-stealing  hand  was  followed  to  that 
Biream  by  Ihe  monnti'd  battalion  under  Captain  Snyder,  but  the  high  stage  of  water  ren- 
dered crossing  too  dangerous  and  slow  lo  warrant  further  pursuit.  Unfortunately,  at  this 
time  a  force  equal  lo  more  than  two  battalions  of  veteran  troops  was  ordered  discharged  by 
the  ill-timed  redutiion  of  tbe  Army,  As  Ihe  battalion  (six  companies)  of  the  'l'weuty-«er- 
ond  Infanlry  was  ordered  to  leave  Che  department,  I  decided  to  organize  a  force  of  which 
they  should  be  a  part,  and  tborunfchly  examine  the  Li  tile  Missouri  country ,  The  force,  con- 
aUtlDg — besides  Ibe  ciimpanies  of  T ir en tj -second  Infantry— of  three  companies  of  the  ¥\'*t 
Infantry  and  one  company  of  Ihe  Seventh  Cavalry,  was  placed  under  command  of  Maj.  U. 
U.  Laaelle,  First  Infantry,  who,  with  the  main  portion  of  his  command ,  started  from  Tongne 
Klver  June  16 ;  dropped  down  the  river  by  boat  below  the  moiilh  of  Powder  Biver,  aod 
marched  thai  ua  In  beyond  the  Box  Eliler  on  Ihe  Upper  Little  Missouri,  struck  tbe  trail  of 


a  Deer's  band  (led  by  liia  son)  marching  northeast,  and  followed  it  nearly  to  SeDtin*! 
es;  his scoaU  (including a  portion  of  the  T""*' —   1  — i  -.  ■•-■--  ..i--..  _-  — ._ 

and  skirniinhrd  with  ■  portion  of  the  band. 


Butles;  his  sconU  (iicloding  a  portion  of  the  Indiana  surrendered  at  this  place)  overUNik 


Learning  from  Major  Laaelle  of  his  approach  toward  the  Yellowstone  in  pursnil  of  this 
band,  I  detached  ihiee  companies  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  under  Captain  Ball.HDd  one  piece 
of  artillery,  under  Lieutenatit  Hamilton,  S<M»nd  Cavalry  ;  started  Iham  by  boat  to  Qlendive 
July  3,  with  orders  Co  move  them  toward  the  little  Miiisouri.  with  a  view  to  intercept  the 
Juiiians.  This  niovtment  was,  unfortunately,  delayed  by  the  grounding  of  a  steamer  con- 
taining a  part  of  the  cavalry  and  padt-trnin,  and  the  Indians  escaped  eastward  acroaa  the 
Little  Minsiinri  near  Senlitiei  Bultes.  Major  Lasetle  having  detached  the  batlalion  Twtinty- 
aecoiid  Infantry  and  arut  it  to  Fort  Lincoln— whence  IC  HUbseqnently  htl  the  dapaitmeot — 
returned  to  Ihe  Yellowstone  ippoaite  mouth  of  Cedar,  or  Mayuodier,  Creek,  for  supplie*, 
and  Captain  Ball's  force  lo  Olendive,  where  it  was  joined  by  Maj.  J.  S.  Brlsbin  July  ll^ 
Two  co-operaling  detichmenlB.  under  Mnjors  Brisbin  and  Laielle,  were  now  organiaed. 
Ilriflbin'a  battalion  waa  augmented  by  three  companies — A,  H,  aod  I — mounted  battalion 
Fifth  Infantry  (Conipauiea  A  and  H  having  been  added  to  that  battalion  in  early  part  uf 
July),  and  a  force  of  Crow  allies. 

These  commauda  moved  lo  aud  across  the  Little  Hiasonri,  and  following  tbe  trail  of  Ihe 
Indians  up  that  stream  lo  Short  Pine  Hills,  whence  Major  Lazelle's  command,  with  the 
wagon-train,  leluinKd  to  Wulf  Kapida,  aud  aubaequently  lo  Toogue  River,  arriving  at  the 
end  of  August.  His  report  and  map  of  the  country  paaaed  over  have  been  already  for- 
warded. From  the  Little  Missouri  near  Short  Pine  Hills,  Brisbin's  command,  with  pMik- 
aniuialK.  ciinlitiued  the  puisuit  across  to  the  Little  Powder;  thence  to  the  main  Powder 
River  and  over  the  Wyoming  boundary,  gaining  upon  the  Indiaas  and  causing  them  to 
abandon  some  of  their  property.  From  this  extreme  southern  point  tbe  eommud,  moih 
worn  down  by  its  persistent  pursuit,  Ihe  Hiiimals  without  grain,  retnmed  hj  the  valleys  of 
the  Powder  and  Tongue  Rivera  to  Ihe  cantonmenl,  arriving  August  30.  That  band  of  In- 
dians, conliuuallj  harassed  and  pumuad  by  different  deiachmenis  of  Che  command  daring 
tbe  period  herein  reported,  moved  to  and  surrendered  at  the  agencies  at  ttie  auath  July  ti, 
August  3tj,  and  September  6  and  II), 

Aa  the  batiaiion  Second  Cavalry  was  approaching  from  Fort  Ellis  in  the  early  spring,  I 
bad  deiHrhpd  First  Lieut.  O.  C.  Doane.  Second  Cavalry,  and  sent  him  in  aecnm  Ihe  Hervi  es 
ol  tbe  Crow  wanioi*.     lu  this  he  was  very  HauceasfuJ,  and  their  services  as  alliea  with  lbs 
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farce  s'>atb  of  Ibe  TellowstODn.  t\»n  in  seoatintr  Ihe  coaatrj  aloDjr  and  tMiih  of  tfae  Yellow- 
■totie,  went  of  ihia  point,  siid  in  lij^titiDe  aiii]  hHr»SBiD|;  the  Nce  Perc^,  were  oF  rorjr  gnmt 
valor  nnd  obtained  al  a  ralatively  Rmall  FipenditDre,  id  latioai  and  ommnnllloii,  oil  tho 
part  of  Ihe  goverDment.  LieaieoHnt  Dome's  aerricea,  fiisl  in  orKaiiiiiuii  the  Crows,  aod 
lubKqiieDlIf  on  Ihx  approacli  of  Che  Ne  i  Pervit,  with  wbom  thej  liaJ  bem  in  fiiendlj  rala- 
t^uiiH,  in  letainiug  tlieii  lojalty  to  tbe  goverriuieDt,  were  highlj  important  and  valaable. 

While  the  operntioDfi  before  described  were  ia  progress  I  bad  kept  myself  iaformed  of  ttw 
moTemsntii  of  Hitting  Bull'*  band  at  l>ie  north,  and  Jalj  4  startacfanl  with  niae  corapaoiea 
of  Ibe  Seventh  Caraliy  sad  six  campaniei  (moDDtad)  of  the  Fifth  InfaDtir,  intending  (I) 
to  eiBDiioe  thoroDghlf  tlie  country  to  the  east  of  this  point,  between  the  Yellowatona  and 
Miuonit,  then  reported  from  Fort  Buford  to  be  invaded  by  bandn  front  the  north,  and  to  In- 
terpOH  Ihat  force  between  Lame  Deer's  fullawing  and  Sitting  Bull's  camp,  which  had  been 
■trenglliened  in  tnen  and  malerial.  anj  wa*  beginningto  aasume  a  threatening  attitude  on 
the  nurthem  side  of  the  bonndity ;  (U)  lo  be  in  supporting  distance  of  the  force  sonlh  of 
YellDwitone,  and  on  the  tampli'tiuu  of  its  work  to  cross  il  to  me.  and  with  the  main  com- 
m&nd  more  north  of  the  HiSHori  in  front  of  and  opposite  lo  Sitting  Ball's  camp.  This 
niovemeTit  was  at  tbe  time  considered  unnecessary,  and  disapproved  oy  higher  anthoriliea, 
and  1  was  ordered  to  oonfing  niy  operations  lo  the  valley  of  the  Yellowstone  and  "  sconr  Ihe 
country  on  either  side  of  that  sueam  "  In  parsnance  of  this  tbe  troops  not  engaged  in  the 
niovea}entB  before  described  were  so  placed  aa  to  protect  tfae  valley  and  ordered  ta  scout 
tboioughly  the  adjacent  conntry. 

From  nooScial  reporii  and  newspaper  acconnts,  I  judged  the  boame  Nei  Fercfc  Indiana 

would,  abould  they  evade  the  troops  in  Western  Montana,  endeavor  to  reach  the  Jndltfa  Basin, 

jrlhi.!  I "  ~    ...     .  .. 


0.  C.  Doanp,  Secoud  L'avalry,  with  Company  B,  Seventh  Cavalry,  and  the  Cro 

the  Mrssoari.  al  and  west  of  the  HusselsLell,  with  instmctions  to  "  intercept,  eaptui . ,     . 

destroy  tlie  Nea  Ferc^."    On   the  lltth  of  Angnst,  to  the  same  end,  I  sent  General  Stnrgis 


I  companies  of  his  reginieut  to  Jndilh  (Jap.  a  p<rint  they  subsequently  passed,  i 
same  time  ordering  Lieutenant  Doane.  thr  n  en  roult  nnder  instractions  above  cited,  to  report 
lo  him.  Snch  general  instructions  as  the  facts  at  bond  rendered  practicable  were  fomisbed 
General  Stnrgis.  and  he  was  directed  to  act  apon  the  information  he  might  obtain.  Hie 
movements  were  timely  and  well  mode..  Unfortunately,  he  was  deceived  as  to  the  move- 
n  enis  of  the  Indiana  on  Clark's  Fork,  bnt  subsequently  paraned  them  vigoronsly  to  near 
Judith  Gap.     His  full  report  boa  been  forwarded. 

A*  ihis  disposition  of  troops  aniicipaled  the  orders  snbaeqiiently  reoeired  from  division  and 
departmenl  head q nailers,  andas  there  werv  al  thai  time  apparently  tmstworthy  reports  of  a 
BKUthward  movemsot  of  Silling  Bull  and  his  following,  no  forthN  dispositions  lo  meet  the 
Kei  Perc6ii  were  made.  Gt^neral  Stnrgis  was  direolad  to  keep  me  Informed  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  Indians,  which  be  did  by  gabseqiient  reports.  After  General  0.  O.  Howard'a 
ciimuiand  joined  ihal  of  General  Stnrgis,  Geoeral  Howard  assumed  command  of  Ihe  latter. 

On  the  I7th  September,  at  evening,  communications  (copies  before  forwarded)  of  the  12lh 
from  General  Howard  and  General  Slnrgis  were  received  by  me  at  moulh  uf  Tongue  River, 
iufiirming  me  that  the  Nrz  Percdii  had  evaded  the  troops  under  their  command. 

What  available  forr«  I  hail  (a  part  oF  which  had  just  retomed  aftor  a  laborious  and  sue- 
i-essfiil  pursuit  of  Indiana  to  the  aoaih).  with  trun  end  supplies,  was  at  once  ferried  saross 
the  Yeliowstone.  and  with  it  1  started,  on  the  morning  of  the  ISth,  toward  the  moutb  of  the 
Mnsselshell.  at  the  same  lime  aending  scouts  to  Buford  and  Fort  Peck  to  have  supplies  sent 
up  the  Missouri,  not  »nly  for  my  uoinmond  (including  General  Slurgls's),  bul  also  General 
Huward'a  command,  and  overtaking  la  rinUt  the  battalion  [Second  Cavalry  and  Company 
K,  Seventh  Cavalry)  that  bad   been  previuusly  sent  a«  escort  for  the  Sitting  Boll  commis- 

A«  the  command  approached,  and  after  it  reached,  the  Uiasonri  Kiver — which  It  reached 
at  tiiti  moutb  of  Squaw  Creek,  six  miles  below  the  month  of  the  UuMelahell,  on  the  tUd — 
scouting  parties  were  kept  well  out  on  our  left  flank  to  keep  me  infonned  aa  to  tbe  move- 
ments of  the  Indians. 

On  the  morning  of  September  3b,  information  was  received  throngh  a  party  of  civHians 
who  had  escaped  from  Cow  Island  and  arrived  at  Carroll,  where  was  a  small  detachment  of 
my  command  under  LieQI.  -H.  K.  Bailey,  Fifth  Infantry,  that  Ihe  Mei  PercAi  had  crossed 
the  Missouri  at  Cow  Island,  some  7U  miles  to  the  wrst,  on  the  23d,  and  after  destroying  tbe 
public  and  private  store*  Ibere.  moved  north.  The  iMtlalion  Second  Cavalry  had  DFcn 
placed  on  Ibe  north  bank  of  the  Missouri  i  tfasremainderof  Ibecemmond,  tmuportallon,  and 
Buppliea  were  immediately  croaaed  over. 

The  battalion  Second  Cavalry  moved  out  at  evening  on  the  2Sth.  aod  the  remainder  of 
the  couimiind  on  the  With.  ThefurcHasntMoiaed  on  iheleftbaukof  Ihe  Missonil  eousisled  ot 
ballalioti  Second  Cavalry,  Tyler's.  JeromH^s.  and  McClernand's  companies,  Capt  Orarge  L. 
Tyler  commanding;  battalion  Seventh  Uavairy,  Hale'x,  Godfrey's,  and  Moy  I  an' s  companies, 
C'apL  Owen  Bale  commanding ;  battalion  Fifth  Infantry,  mounted  On  oaptnred  Slouz  ponies, 
Suydei'a,  Uenueli's,  Can«r'-,  and  Roineyn's  com|iaiiies.  Capi,  Simou  Snyder  cuminanding; 
one  breerh- loading  Hotehkisa  gun.  Sergeant  UcHugb,  Filth  Infantry,  comma  dmg,  anrTa 
detnchmeu  of  wfa'te  ai-d  Indian  sconta,  Lieut. M.  P.  Haas,  First  Infantry,  oommandiDg. 
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Tbe  traiti'MCort.  commaiided  hj  Capt  D.  H.  Brothnton,  Fidh  Infmntrr,  eon^itd  of  Cc«- 
pBD7  K  and  ilgUchmeiit  of  CompsDJ  D,  Firtfa  Infftotry.  with  l^poaDdn  Kipoboi. 

Tha  direction  taken  by  tbe  IndiRDi  indicated  tlial  tfaeir  inteotiDii  prolwbly  <ni  to  join  tt* 
boatile  Sioni  M  the  nortli.  In  ordn  to  intercept  or  lake  up  their  trail  and  pnnn  ilwn.  I 
decided  to  place  my  force  u  speedily  aa  po«6ible  in  the  i^ap  bptireen  the  nonhFTii  tadfi 
llle  LIlLle  ilocky  and  Bear  Paw  Honntaiiu.  between  which  ran(^  the  Indinni  faarl  ut-vi 
northward,  and  therefore  on  the  27th  I  Hinrled  with  the  three  moQDted  batlaliant,  iba  H  <icir 
kiw  KQn.  and  >coaC«  with  the  pack-train,  leavinf;  tbe  waf^oD-train  h>  follow. 

Forwd  marches  on  the  97th,  a8th.  aod  aSth  broa^hl  the  command  to  the  Bear  Pi> 
rHnge,  bat  without  rrogBin|r  the  Indian  trail.  Hy  acoQti  and  Indiana  ware  kepi  on  tbt  nr< 
aide  of  the  Little  Bochy  Uaamain.  and  from  them  I  received  reportaoftbamoTeoMDUiflbr 
Indians  and  the  direction  of  their  trail.  On  the  ^b.  tbe  sconM  followinfr  the  trail  nffn-i 
that  it  led  into  the  Bear  Paw  Moantaine  aeveral  milei  to  onr  left.  S(a[tiii)r  at  4  o'clock  a. ::.. 
on  the  30th,  paaalnfr  throoKh  a  Rap  near  tbe  northem  end  of  the  range  and  akiitiof  Itt 
weatern  bane  some  thme  milea.  tlie  command,  after  a  man^  of  S67  milea,  was  at  7  a  m..  o: 
tbe  trail  where  <t  emerged  from  the  mountains,  at  the  aame  time  my  Cbejenne  and  Sioci 
■conts  repon«d  the  villai^e  bat  a  few  milea  away. 

Tbe  advance  to  attack,  beginning  with  tbe  ordinaij  ^it,  waa  increaied  to  tha  trot  u; 
e:allop,  the  leading'  battalion  (SeL-and  Cavalry)  waa  sent  to  make  a  slight  datoar,  to  uii-i 
in  the  rear  and  cnt  off  and  lecnre  the  herd,  which  it  did  in  moat  gallant  style,  LmMuc 
Jerome  attacking  the  rear  of  tbe  villaf;^  whib  Captain  Tyler  and  Lienlenanl  UcClemaixi,  x  i 
running  fight,  captnred  npward  of  HUO  head  of  poniea:  the  battaliooa  Seveath  CaTalry  ui 
Fifth  Infantry  charged  directly  upon  the  village,  preceded  by  the  Cheyenne  and  Sieii 
■conla,  whose  skill  in  discovering  the  camp  was  fally  eqnaled  by  their  reckless  coarser  : 
Bgbting.  tu  this  charge  and  sabseqaent  close  and  deaperate  fighting,  CtqMn  Hair  nii 
Lienlenont  Biddleand'iS  soldiers  were  killed.  Hy  acting  assistant  adjnlant-genenl.GKTfi 
W.  Baird,  while  conveying  orders  and  inspiring  the  command  with  his  own  bisTerr.  >u 
aeverely  wounded ;  as  were  Captains  Moylan  and  Oodfiiy,  Seventh  CavoJty,  snd  Kii«l 
Lleiilenant  Romeyn,  Fifth  Infantry,  while  leading  their  commands  i  also  3S  enlisted  arn, 
Tbe  poeiiion  of  the  village  williin  the  cnrve  of  a  crescent- shaped  cnt  bank  in  tbe  vbIIft  <i 
Snake  Creek,  and  of  the  warrioni  in  numerous  ravines  leading  into  the  aome  vslley,  ik-  . 
dered  it  impossible  to  determine  the  aiie  of  the  one  or  number  of  the  other.  The  rifOToi*  . 
attack  was  as  vlgoronsly  met,  and  every  advance  made  was  stnbbonily  conleatad  ;  bet  ■.:k 
a  coarsgeous  persistency,  worthy  the  highest  commendation,  the  Iroopa,  diamouDled  lun.  ' 
beld  the  lines  bnt  taken,  and  were  advanced  to  command  every  poiol  of  Ibe  tadiaos'  frr 
tion,  eic«pt  the  beds  of  the  ravines,  whence  it  soon  became  apparent  they  could  onlr  it 
forced  by  a  charge  or  by  siege. 

While  a  part  of  Che  Second  and  Seventh  Cavalry  were  cloaely  engaging  the  enenij  u! 
pressing  forward  from  the  north  and  east,  Captain  Carter,  with  Lienlenant  Woodruff  saj  i 
email  detachment  of  Fifth  Infantry,  charged  down  the  slope,  along  the  open  valley  o>'  it' 
creek,  and  reaubed  the  west  end  of  the  Indian  village,  but  the  deadly  Gra  of  the  lai:v* 
with  magazlne-gnns,  disabled  Xt  per  centum  of  his  men,  and  rendered  it  impoasible  for  Um 
to  take  the  remainder  of  tbe  village ;  they,  however,  inOict^d  severe  loos  upon  the  encDT. 
and  beld  their  groand  until  withdrawn.  The  attack  showed  that  any  charge^  even  if  «'- 
cessful,  would  be  attended  with  severe  loos  on  onr  part. 

Having  indicted  a  severe  loss  in  dead  and  wounded  npon  the  Indians,  and  placeil  l^ 
troops  in  snch  position  as  commanded  their  camp,  and  having  secorad  tbe  prindpal  putM 
tbeir  herd,  I  determined  to  maintain  the  posiUon  secured,  prevent  the  escape  of  the  liidiuf. 
and  make  preparation  to  meat  the  re-enforcemenla  from  the  north  that  the  Nn  Perditri- 
dently  expected. 

As  the  casualties  in  my  command  were  SO  per  cent  of  tbe  force  enyai^,  tbe  raienf  il< 
woanded,  owing  to  tha  absence  of  tents,  the  utter  lack  of  fuel,  uid  the  prevalence  Iroiii  il» 
evening  of  tbe  30th  of  a  cold  wind  and  snow-storm,  became  an  exceedingly  diffienti  imuk. 
Begardiog  this  and  and  the  methods  subsequently  adopted  for  the  noviog  of  tbe  woeo'}^ 
troops  and  Indians,  I  would  invite  attention  to  the  incliised  extract  from  a  report  of  SDr)|»i 
H.  K.  Tilton,  United  StatesArmy,  chief  medical  otficer,  before  forwtirded. 

Captain  Broiherton,  with  the  train,  arrived  on  tbe  evening  of  October  I. 

On  the  morning  of  October  I,  I  opened  commnnieatiou  with  the  Nn  Percys  aodCbi'l 
Joseph  and  several  of  his  warriors  came  ont  nnder  flag  of  tmoe.  They  sbowed  i  willln; 
nesa  to  surrender,  and  brought  np  a  part  of  their  arms  ( 1 1  riSes  and  carbines),  bnl.  ■>  I 
believe,  becoming  auspicious  from  some  remarks  thalwere  made  in  English  in  their  bsatiij 
those  in  camp  hesitated  to  come  forward  and  lay  down  their  arms. 

While  Josepb  remained  in  our  camp,  I  directed  Lieut.  L  H.  Jerome,  Beeood  Cavslcj. '' 
aacertain  what  waa  bang  dona  in  the  Indian  village.  He  went  into  the  vilt^e  and  'U 
detained  (but  not  barmM)  until  Joseph  returned  to  his  camp,  on  tba  afterTtoon  of  theiJ. 

In  communications  from  the  battle-field  of  October  3  and  6.  the  pn^^reas  and  reaslK^i'* 
seige  have  been  reported.  I  notified  General  Htnrgis,  at  Carroll,  and  Oeneral  Howard,  il  ibi' 
time  on  the  Missouri  Hiver  near  Cow  Island,  of  the  loct  tbatlhad  overtaken  and  BDrTiiiiB<lr: 
Joseph's  band  Their  force  moved  northward,  bat  waa  subsMaently  turned  hack,  ibc  rc'- 
render  of  the  Nez  Perc^  rendering  itsiervieesDnneeesaarr.    Qeneial  Howard  coma  Iktosft 
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wUhtimsIl  escnrC,  urived  Dn  ibeerBoiiig  of  th«  41b,  ftod  hm  pteieat  at  tho  aarrander 
AceompaDyinic  him  were  iolerpreter  A.  A.  Cb&pmBii  Rod  two  fri«ndlr  Nez  Perc^,  wbo  nsra 
verfUaefa]  in  commniiit-ating  with  the  hoslilcB. 

A>  1  lecsivud  Do  leply  lo  my  request  fur  oriient  or  iDformBtion  tbst  should  goTem  mf 
maveoienta,  1  Acted  on  what  1  snppused  was  tba  orif^inal  ileaign  of  the  |;vTerQmeiit  to  place 
these  lodiaUB  on  their  own  lederraiioa,  and  so  iuformed  Ibein,  aad  aUu  sent  asauiaiices  to 
tbe  OBI  parlies  that  were  oat.  aud  those  who  bad  rscsped,  that  Ihny  wanld  be  taken  to 
Tuu^rne  Kiver  and  retaiDeil  for  atime,  ami  sent  across  the  mouataius  asdooa  as  the  weather 
permitted  iu  the  spriuif.  Tbey  cheertulljcamplied.  By  subsequent  orders  the;  have  been 
rvmoved  to  forts  Lincoln  and  LeaveDworlh. 

As  these  people  have  been  hilbeno  loyal  to  tbe  eovemment  and  friends  of  the  white  race 
t'lom  the  time  their  country  was  first  explored,  and  in  their  skilful  canipaiens  have  spared 
bundredsof  Uvea  and  thuiiaauds  of  dollam'  wi>rth  of  property  that  tbey  might  have  destroyed, 
HDil  as  they  have,  in  my  opiuiou,  been  grossly  wronged  in  years  paxt,  have  lost  most  of  their 
warriors,  tbeir  homes,  property,  and  everythiug  except  a  small  amount  of  clothing,  I  have  tbe 
hnnorto  recommend  that  amplu  provision  be  made  for  their  civilization,  and  to  enable  them 
to  become  self-siutaining.  Tbey  are  sufficienlly  int«lligenl  to  apptedate  the  consideraUoQ 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  justly  doe  ihem  from  tbe  government. 

The  Nez  Percys  are  the  baldest  men  and  best  marksmen  of  any  Indians  I  have  ever  en- 
conntered,  and  Chief  Joseph  is  a  man  of  more  sagacity  and  intefli^nce  than  any  Indian  I 
have  ever  met )  he  counseled  against  tbe  war,  ain  against  the  usual  cruelties  practiced  by 
Indians,  and  is  far  more  humane  than  such  Indians  as  Crazy  Horse  and  Sitting  Bull. 

Tbe  campaign  of  tbe  Nei  PeTo&i  is  a  good  illustration  of  what  would  be  the  rasnlt  of  bad 
faith  or  ill  treatment  toward  the  large  tribes  of  Monntun  Indians  that  occupy  tbe  whole 
Kocky  Moon  Iain  range. 

With  ths  driving  in  of  Lame  Drar's  (subseqaentl;  Fait  Bull's)  band,  the  laat  tribe  of 
Sioux,  who  have  been  the  terror  of  this  wbole  regieo,  were  forced  ont  of  this  eoDotry,  and 
with  the  capture  of  tbe  Nei  Perc^tbe  Department  oIF  Dakota  was  cleared  a  second  Ume  during 
the  past  twelve  months  of  hostile  Indians.  Whetbar  the  results  thus  secured  are  lo  he  ren- 
dered permanent  or  not  will  depend  entirely  upon  the  action  of  tbe  government  toward 
tbese  people. 

Tbe  movements  against  Indians  berein  reported  involved  marches  in  winter  and  siunmer, 
in  the  aggregate  exceeding  tour  thousand  miles,  Dot  iacluJiDiT  escort  duly  and  marches  to 
and  from  (he  dislricL 

Besides  the  large  amount  of  property  deetroyed  or  captared,  do  lass  than  1,600  borsee, 
mnlea,  and  poniM  have  fallen  into  the  bands  of  the  command,  aud,  without  further  nieaUon 
of  other  afiairs  of  importoDce,  each  of  the  principal  engagemeols  bas  been  followed  by  im- 
portant soireoders  of  Indiana,  and  upward  of  7,000  hostile  ludiaos  have  been  either  killed, 
captnred,  forced  toiurrendw,  or  driven  ontoftheconntr?. 

These  ochlevenieots  have  required  what  has  been  cbeerfully  rendered — namely,  Mthful  and 
arduous  service,  patientepdaranceofhardship,and  fortitude  in  the  fisee  of  suffering  and  death. 
Considering  the  results  attained,  the  list  of  mortality  baa,  however,  been  eiceedtngly  small. 
Id  an  experience  of  many  years  of  military  lib,  I  have  never  witnessed  officers  more  gallant 
and  faithful,  with  ices  hope  of  reward,  and  soldiers  more  loyal  and  brave  than  these  have 
shown  themselTes  in  scenes  of  great  trial  snd  danger. 

or  tbe  Indians  thai  have  been  encountered,  the  followers  of  Sitting  Bull  are  the  wildest 
and  most  hostile,  led  by  a  man  who  Is  not  a  hereditary  chief,  but  wbo  bolda  Lis  present 
prominent  posllian  through  inperstltion,  and  by  his  persistent,  bitter  hostility  toward  the 
white  rac«  and  bis  determination  to  muntain  the  Indian  supremacy  in  this  section ;  and  this 
disposition  rauders  bis  band  the  nucleus  for  all  the  disaffected  Indians  in  this  region 
of  conntTT.  Everything  that  lends  toward  civilization  is  most  repulsive  to  him  and  to  them, 
and  tbe  »ct  of  their  having  taken  refuge  on  foreign  soil  does  not  end  tbe  troubles.  That 
large  camp  has  been  drawing  to  itself  etrength.  both  in  men  and  materials  of  war,  for  sev- 
erul  months,  and  a  marked  illasliation  of  the  danger  is  found  in  the  fact  that  a  band  of  Indi- 
ana that  took  part  in  the  Minnesota  massacre  and  fled  to  British  possessions  participated  in 
tbe  Caster  massacre,  on  the  Little  Bighorn,  Montana,  June  25,  1876,  and  have  again 
returned  to  that  territory. 

Anticipating  Ibis  resnlt,  on  Hnrcb  34,  IBT7,  I  requealed  that,  should  they  take  refuge  on 
foreign  soil,  "  most  prompt  and  decided  measures  be  taken  to  retain  them,  or  to  prevent  their 
refitting  for  hoatililies  against  the  people  of  the  United  States." 

The  powerful  tribea  who  left  their  agencies  and  assumed  hostilities  for  various  causes- 
some  of  which  would  have  had  great  weight  with  tbe  government  if  the  complainants  bad 
been  white  men — can,  in  my  opinion,  be  made  perfectly  loyal,  provided  they  can  be  treated 


■tb  jusllce  and  huoianity,  and  tbe  action  and  disposition  of  the  CbeyeDu 

ez  Percys  now  in  our  hands  are.  in  my  opinion,  proof  of  this.     Three  yean 

mended  that  efforts  be  made  to  make  this  olass  ot  Indians  a  pastoral  people,  i 


tbey  might  in  that  way  adopt  a  mode  of  life  somewhat  in  accordance  with  their  former 
' '  ves  and  at  the  same  time  become  self-snslaining. 

In  addition  lo  the  military  posts  already  constructed,  I  would  rsconimend  the  establish- 
leDt  of  a  large  poet  either  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Hnsaelsbell  on  the  Missouri,  or  near 

.Ogle 
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pMpIe'i  Creek,  oD  Uilk  River.  Tbe  advanta^  of  placiiiK  it  on  tbe  Mintrari  wonld  be 
eeonom?  of  troops  aod  BUpptiea,  sod  it  woald  m  near  enougb  to  Dbaerre  tbe  boandarj-linr, 
KDCl  cieate  a  bttrrier  between  tbe  Loslile  Sioux  mud  frieodlj  Induuu  of  Weatrm  HontaiA. 
Tbe  line  of  ■eltlementi  would  advance,  occupjiuB  Ibe  rich  Tilleyi  of  the  Jndith  Buin  mi 
Husselsbell.  An  nbuodaiice  of  bnildior  malerial  will  be  found  in  the  TJ^nitj  and  ■  effi- 
cient ouDiber  of  mechnDics  can  be  obtained  in  Ibe  territoiy. 

There  Hhonld  be  a  camp  of  supplieB  on  the  Little  HiuoQri  for  troops  nraring  tfaionshthit 
•action  and  aa  a  protection  to  tbe  direct  line  of  communication  to  Biaoiard. 

The  occupation  of  the  YeliowBtone  Valley  baa  divided  tbe  Indian  connby  in  twain,  and, 
■acond  to  tbe  Bubjogation  of  the  Indian,  the  object  of  military  oocnpation  baa  been  attained 
in  obtaining  accurate  and  ralaable  information  reniding  the  charricter  of  tbe  connlij  and 
opening  the  waj  to  settlements.  Alibongh  the  In^ni,  when  hostile,  naturally  seek  tMmast 
broken  country  for  tbelr  retreats,  and  one  in  following  tbem  would  form  an  nnfavoiable  im- 
pToeiioQ  of  such  districts  of  Montana,  yet  the  percentage  of  *' bod  lands  "  is  by  no  mesu 
jReat  in  coniparison  to  the  vast  area  of^ricbgraaing,  agricnltDral,  and  mineral  lands  in  liu! 
Territory.  The  natunil  grasses  of  Hontana  will  giro  mors  strniglb  to  horaas  and  main 
than  those  foond  in  any  1/briitolj  between  this  and  tbe  Kio  Grande,  and  judging  fmm  the 
coudiUon  of  tbe  game  which  abounds  and  the  eicetienceof  the  beef  which  liaa  been  fumisbei 
the  command  duriue  tbe  pant  tweWe  months,  I  am  satisfied  this  country  will  soon  becoint 
one  of  the  best  stock-growing  regions  on  tbe  continent.  I  tbink  tbe  reports  of  tbe  medjcii 
officers  will  sbow  this  climate  as  healtbful'as  any  that  troops  ever  serred  in,  and  the  nativn 
of  this  section  I  think  are  as  vigorous  and  bardy  a  race  aa  can  be  found  on  tbe  globe. 

Tbe  occnpstion  of  tbis  district  has  given  protection  to  400  milea  of  ileambo*t  navigation 
of  the  Yellonatone  Biver,  and  thrown  open  to  settlement,  bendea  llie  Tellowstone,  the  rid 
valleys  of  the  Big-born,  Rosebud,  Tongue,  Powder,  and  Little  Hisaouri  Bivara. 

The  telegraph  is  a  military  necessity,  and  I  would  earnestly  recommend  that  these  po>u 
be  connected  by  military  t«]ftgrapb  with  aa  little  delay  as  practicable.  Bapid  and  dind 
mail  commanicatian  is  needed  with  tbe  terminus  of  the  Northern  PaciGc  Baltroad  at  Bii- 
marck,  and  the  construction  of  that  grual  national  eoterprise  should,  in  my  opinion,  he  en- 
couraged by  every  legitimate  means.  The  military  advantages  to  be  derivefl  from  ill  tl- 
tenslon,  though  very  great,  would  be  incomparable  with  the  poliUcal  and  commercial  intereiti 
developed  by  opening  this  avenue  of  free  commuoicalion  between  the  Eastern  States  sni 
the  setllements  of  Moolana  and  the  Pacific  slope. 

The  acting  engineer  officer  at  these  headquarters,  Lieut.  O.  F.  Long,  I^fth  InAintry,  tuf 
forwarded  to  department  headquarters  bia  field-notes  of  distances  and  topography  of  coucur 
marched  over.  Orders  were  Eiven  that  the  officers  perFbrmioe  that  duty  with  detacbmelil! 
bom  tbe  main  command  shomd  forward  notes  or  tracings  of  tbeir  mardiBS. 

I  have  in  preparation,  and  ghall  forward  on  receipt  of  reporta  of  subordinate  eonimandn 
a  list  of  names  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  whom  I  desire  to  Teeommeiid  for  brevets  stJ 
medals  of  honor.  I  am  aware  thM  tbis  service  has  been  regarded  by  gome  as  not  conmi; 
within  the  purview  of  section  I'iOO,  Revised  Sututee  of  tbe  United  atates,  bat  thoae  wbo 
endure  tbe  hardships  and  encounter  tbe  dangers  of  a  service  in  which  there  is  do  middii 
ground  between  success  and  death  by  torture,  are  unable  to  give  it  any  name  let*  milJ 
than  "  war." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Cettntt  fyik  btfantT),  Bmel  M»jor-Otner»l,  U.  $.  A.,  CntnaarfiB/- 
Assistant  Adjutaxt-Gbmbral, 

D^arttMta  of  Dakotn,  8aiM  Poaf,  Ifiaa. 


MIDDLE  DISTRICT. 

t  a.  uncouj,  fort  8tevb14s014,  post  up  stamdikq  rock. 

Hbadqiiarters  Middle  Dibtkict, 

Dbpabthert  op  Dakota, 
SlanAing  Rock,  Dak.,  OcUAar  3,  18i 


"epoTt  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post  of  Standing  Rock,  Dak.,  forwarded  to  yon  im 
:be  STth  ultimo. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  CARLIH, 
Lietiitiuiiit-Coload  SsrenteMlA  l^famtrf,  Omm*nding  DuUid. 
Assistant  Aj>j[itant-Obhbrai., 

D^MtTtmtnt  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paal,  Minn. 


iiy  Google 
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Heahqdaktbrb  Fort  Bice,  Dak., 

SeplembtT  81,  1S77. 
Snt :  I  have  the  honor  to  soknoiTled^  the  receipt  of  jonr  commnnlcatloii  of  the  19lh  in- 
Btant  calling  for  a  report  of  the  operatiooB  of  this  commnnd  for  the  past  ^ear.  la  repir,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  in  Jnfj,  1376,  the  gutriaim  vraa  composed  of  Companiea  D.  aev- 
enteenth  lofanlr;  (Clarke's),  onder  command  of  First  Lieat.  James  Humbert,  Serenteenth 
Infantry ;  strength,  3  commissioned  officers  and  60  enlisted  men ;  and  B,  Fint  Infanlrj 
(Malleiy's),  under  command  of  Lienlenoct  Seed,  First  Infantry ;  atren^,  1  commisstMied 
officer  and  36  en1ist«d  men. 

Tho  regnlar  garrison  wag  then  compond  of  Companies  H  (Benleen's)  and  H  (French*!), 
Beventh  Csvalr}',  and  trere  on  TetlowBtone  expodibon,  under  command  of  Brig.  Qen.  A.  H. 
Tern-,  United  States  Army,  operating  iigaiaBt  hostile  Indians. 

These  companies  returned  front  the  Yellowstone  expedition  to  Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak.,  ia 
October,  1876.  and  formed  part  of  eipeditiou  to  Cheyenne  agency,  Dak.,  under  oomnuuid 
of  Col.  8.  Q.  Sturgis,  Seventh  Cavalry  (dUarmtDe  Indians),  and  returned  to  this  post  No- 
vember )0,  1876.  Theg&rrison  wu  re-eofbrcAd  November  J3, 1^6,  by  Companies  A  (Moy- 
lan's)  and  D  (Godfrey's),  Seventh  Cavalry;  strength,  3  commissioned  officers  and  ISO  en- 
Company  B  (Hallery's),  First  Infaatry,  left  the  post  November  8,  1B76,  for  Fort  Snlly, 
Dak.  Company  B  (Clarke's),  SeveDteeoth  In{|nlry,  left  the  post  Kovembei  17,  1676,  for 
Fort  A  Linc«]ii,  Dak. 

The  gnrrison  irae  re-enforced  by  Compsnv  H,  Seventeenth  Infantry  (Howe's),  April  13, 
1977 ;  strength,  I  commissioued  officer  and  44  enlisted  men.  This  company  was  on  gar- 
rison dnty  at  Fort  Liacaln  daring  the  summer  of  187t),  and  on  Cleneral  Stu^s's  expedition 
to  Cheyenne  afcency.  Dak.,  dnniig  part  of  the  months  of  October  and  November,  same 

EMT.     Second  Lieat.  Alexander  Ogle,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  joined  post  Hay  I,  1877,  and 
temporarily  attached  to  Company  H.  Sevenleentb  Infantry,  and  post-adjutant. 

CompButee  A,  D,  H,  and  M,  Seventh  Cevulry,  left  this  post  April  IB,  1677,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Col.  Elmer  Otis,  Seventh  Cavalry,  en  rotUe  to  janr.tion  with  forces  at  Fort 
Lincoln,  for  camoaign  against  hostile  Indians  in  the  Tellowstone  conntry.  The  nrrisou 
was  re-enforced  May  l^i  '677,  byCompanv  C,  Twentieth  Infantry  (Taylor's),  nnder  com- 
mand of  First  Lieut.  A.  Wishart,  TweotieUi  Infantry;  strength,  1  commissioned  officer  and 

35  enlisted  men;  snbsi  ""  ^   ..  ™,     ,      ™-        ,..,...    .  ,  .     ■  -. 

leave  of  absence  Jnni 
joined  July  25,  1877. 

Companies  A,  D,H,and  M,  Seventh  Cavalry,  are  still  in  the  field  in  the  Yellowstone 
coantty,  operating  ag^nst  hostile  Indians,  and  a  fall  narrative  of  the  transactions  of  these 
coBpaoiea  CBonot  be  bad  at  present  while  they  were  on  duty  in  the  field  dnring  the  cam- 
pi^gn  of  187S,  at  all  data  is  a  matter  of  company  record,  and  is  with  said  oompanies  in  the 

LieatCol.  Elmer  Otis,  Seventh  Cavalry,  arrived  at  the  poet  July  31,  I8T7,  fron  field  serv- 
ice on  accotiut  of  sickneas,  and  resumed  command  of  the  post  Angnst  1,  1377. 
I  am,  idr,  very  laepectfuUy,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

ELHES  OTIS, 
Litattuanl-CoLmei  Stvaitk  Cavalrt,  CemManding  Pett. 
To  the  AcTDra  Assistant  Adjdtant-Oeneral, 

Htadquarteri  UiddU  Dittria,  Dtpartawnl  of  Dakota,  Sanding  Bock,  Dak. 


Headquaktbbs  Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak., 

Stpltmbtr  21,  1877. 
Sia:  In  compliance,  with  circnlar-letter  from  headquarters  Department  of  Dakota,  dated 
September  13,  1877,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  allowing  report  of  the  operations  of  titia 

command  for  the  post  year  (from  September,  1876) : 

The  post  at  this  dale  was  earrisoned  bv  Companies  A  and  H,  Seventh  Intantrv,  and  Com- 
paniee  O  and  D,  Twentieth  Infantry.  Company  B,  Sixth  Infantry,  arrived  at  the  post  Sep- 
temlier  30,  167G,  from  expedition,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  department  headquarters,  and 
look  station.  The  Seventh  Kegiment  of  Cavalry  arrived  at  post  September  26,  1976,  from 
expedition,  in  obedience  to  iiutructions  from  the  department  commander.  Six  companies, 
A,  C,  D,  E,  I,  and  L,  took  station ;  the  remaining  companies  encamped  near  the  post.  Five 
hundred  and  thirty-iii  recruits  joined  from  depot  September  26, 1676,  and  were  assigned  to 
the  companies  of  the  Seventh  (;avalry,  game  date. 

Companies  B,  E,  F,  H,  I,  K,  L,  and  M,  Seventh  Cavalry ;  Companies  A  and  H,  Seventeenth 
Infant^ ;  C  and  D,  'Twentieth  Infantry ;  and  a  detachment  of  28  sconts  crossed  the  Hia- 
aomi  River  October  17, 1876,  and  reroiJnod  ia  camp  until  October  20, 1876,  when,  ander 
command  of  Colotiel  Stnrgig,  Seventh  Cavaliy,  they  proceeded  to  Standing  Bock,  Dak.,  for 
the  purpose  of  disarming  and  dismoanting  agency  Indians. 

Companiea  A,  C,  D,  and  Q,  Seventh  Cavaky,  tinder  command  of  H^joi  Reno,  proceeded, 
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October  21,1876,  od  the  weit  side  of  the  HiMOori  Biver,  to  SUading  Bock,  Dik,  fot  ilv 
same  parpose. 

Tbese  movameata  were  mkde  in  compli&nce  with  instncliotis  Irom  th«  depaitmeu  ne- 
msuder.    CoIodo]  Stnrgis,  with  big  commond,  i  -      " 

Cavalry.  rBlnroed  to  toe  poat  November  I'    "" 


commaDd  at  CbefenDe  seencj.  Dak.,  November  I,  IB76,  to  condoct  &  heti  of 

■    "       ■■        orobie.Dak  ■         " 

.__    ..       __   ..  ry.sepMaii.  .         ,         ,  . 

Bice,  Dak.     Major   Reno,    with  ComnBuiea  A,  D,  C,  mid  G,  rein  mod  November  3,1- 


.    ine  aeenc_ 
^  Fart  Abercromble,  Dak.,   and   theD   to  take  station  at  that  poat.     Companka  H  uri  U. 
Seveolh  Cavalry,  aemu-aied  (ram  the  command  November  10, 1S76,  and  took  Mi  ' 


Major   Keno,    with  (Jompauiea  / 
charge  of  a  berd  of  Indian  pocica.      Tlieae  ponies   were  aent  to  Saint  Paul,  ] 
daya  nfterwarda,  nndercharf^  of  Lieutenant  Carland,  Sixth  Infantrj.     CompBuieiAaii'b. 
Seventh  Cavalry,  left  post  November  I'J,  I3T6,  to  take  atation  at  Fort  Ricr,  Dak. 

The  foil  owing- named  troops  lefi  poat  pursuant  to  telegraphic  inatmctiooa  ffom  drptn 
mem  headquartera : 

Company  A,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  November  3,  l(f76,  for  Fort  Abercmmbie,  Dak. 

Company  T),  Twentieth  Icfkutry,  November  15,  llfl'e.  for  Fort  Pembioa.  Dak. 

Company  D,  Twentieth  Ibfautry,  November  15, 1^76,  for  Fort  Bipley,  Uino. 

Company  H,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  November  18,  ltt76,  for  Camp  I^uieack,  Dak- 
Company  C,  Seventh  Cavalry,  November  18,  IST6,  for  Fort  Totlen,  Dak. 

OtllhelTtli  ot  November  Company  D,  SeTentcenth  Infantry,  arrived  at  poat  fnmi  Fan  Ett 
Dak.,  For  atation.  Lieutenant  Guiley,  Sixth  Infantry,  with  a  detachment  of  the  Siitb  1;- 
factry  temporarily  at  pogi  November  23,  IS76,  en  rouMto  Fort  Sleveiuon,  Dak.,  with  iufi^' 
tioDS  to  repair  the  monnds  on  Tonte  to  that  poat. 

Company  G,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  arrived  at  poat  December  Id,  1876,  from  tl»  W. 
(Tongue  EWet),  and,  in  compliance  with  telegraphic  inatmction  from  headquarleia.  Dtp.".- 
meut  of  Dakota,  took  station. 

LieuL  CoL  Elmer  Otis,  Seventh  Cavalry,  with  Companiea  A,  D,  H,  and  M,  Seventh  Ci< 
aliT,  arrived  at  post  Irom  Fort  Bice,  Dak,,  April  23,  I(j77.  for  field  service,  ii 
ordera  from  department  headqnartera,  and  encamped  near  poat. 

Lie ntenaut- Colonel  Buell  and  Major  Bartlett,  Eleventh  Infantry,  with   _ 
and  G,  same  regiment,  arrived  at  post  April  27,  m77,  per  steamer  Key  Wtat,  pnrmul  u 
orders  from  department  headqaartera,  and  encamped  near  poet. 

The  six  companies,  B,  E,  Q,  I,  K,  aud  L,  Seventh  Cavalry,  stationed  Btthiapa*l,joiDdih 
battaliou.  Seventh  Cavalry,  from  Fort  Bice,  Dak.,  in  camp  south  of  the  poet,  Amil  Jtt,  b~ 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Otis,  M^or  Merrill,  and  Companies  A,  B,  D,  E,G,  H,  l,k,L,u<M. 
Seventh  Cavalry,  left  poat  May  1,  1977.  Colonel  Stnrgis,  regimental  adjntaot  and  na- 
GOmmiMion  staff,  Seveotb  Cavalry,  Hay  ^  ItOT,  crossing  the  Hiaaonri  lUver  and  procni- 
ing.  May  3,  1677,  to  Fort  Bufbrd,  Dak.  Comftaniea  A,  B.aud  H,  Eleventh  Infocirj,  li 
Companies  B,  G,  H,  and  K,  First  lufautry,  arrived  at  post  and  joined  the  Eleventh  li^ii}. 
in  camp  near  post.  May  2,  IS7T. 

The  following  troops  left  poat.  proceeding  np  river  by  boat: 

The  battalion  First  Infantry,  May  3,  tST7 :  l^ompany  H,  Eleventh  Infantry,  Havai,  1^ 
Companiea  A,  B,  C,  and  I,  Eleventh  Infantry,  May  15,  IB77 ;  ComnoDy  O,  ElBVKilh  InMn;. 
Uv  26, 1»77. 

Company  B,  SeventeenthInfaDtry(C*ptainPeanon),  arrived  at  post  JaneS,  1877,  forio- 

>rary  station,  pursuant  to  ordera  from  department  headqaarterv.  Lieutenant  Kiilingbiur. 
_leventh  latanliy,  and  a  detachment  of  infantry,  arrived  at  post  Jane 20,  lS77,iii  cksi^es 
a  herd  of  poniea.  These  ponies  were  sold  at  public  auction  at  Biamarck,  Dak,  The  dciict 
*  teft  poat  to  rejoin  at-"  — 


E 


from  the  field.     Companiea  E,  F,0, 1,  H,and  K,  Twen^-aecond  In&ntiy,  arrived  st  pM 
July  18, 1877,  from  the  field,  e«  riKlc  for  Fort  Wayne,  Mich. 

CapL  S.  Baker  and  14  enlisted  men  of  Company  B,  Siitb  Infantry,  laTl post  Ji^31.I^ 
as  eecort  to  a  wagon-train  ta  niuit  to  Fort  Buford,  Dak, :  Compasies  £  and  F,TwEei,'' 
second  Infantry,  left  post  July  23, 1877,  en  roxte  to  Fort  Mackinaw  and  Brady,  Hich.,[>- 
spectively;  CompaoieB  G,  H,  1,  and  K,  Twenty- second  Infantry,  left  post  n  mAloll' 
uago,  HI.,  July23, 1977,  in  obedience  to  iDatructiouB&ombeadanartetsDepBitmenlofSikitt 

Captain  Baker  returned  with  detachment  of  Company  B,  Sixth  Inhntiy,  August  I!.!?" 

Company  C,  Seventh  Cavalry,  arrived  at  poat  AuguitSS,  1877,  in  compliance  with  iaitor' 
tions  from  depaiimunt  beadqnarteTs.  Left  poat  Anguat  28, 1977,  em  mala  for  Dsoditgid 
Dak. 

No  narrative  of  tbe  transactions  of  the  troops  on  detached  service  from  tins  post  can  h 
given,  as  no  official  reports  have  been  received  from  them  aince  their  departure. 

I  arrived  at  thia  poat  April  22, 1877,  from  Fort  Bice,  Dak,,  and  assumed  command  Us'  1 
1877. 

Very  reapectfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  TILFORD. 
Majirr  Stvtalk  Cumin/,  OMassJuf 

Assistant  Adjutakt-Gbneral, 

Dtpertment  qf  Dakota,  Saim  Paat,  Mian. 

iX.oo^lc 
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Headquarterb  Fort  Stetenbon,  Dak., 

Stpltmbtr  27,  1877. 
Sir:  In  comDlinnoe  witb  cirenlar-letter  Trom  department  headqusrlera  under  dnte  of  tbe 
13tb  inslaDt,  I  bitvH  tbe  honor  to  »ubmii  the  following  leport  of  the  operutiinii  of  this  com- 
mand for  the  pmI  year : 

There  bave^Men  no  marchea,  tcoats,  or  change  of  tioops,  tixceptiag  the  tramfer  of  Com- 
pftO]'  H,  Siitb  Infantr;,  to  Fort  Baford   Dak.,  on  April  23,  of  the  present  year. 

During:  [he  pact  winter,  small  escorts  of  two  or  three  men  were  occasionally  famished 
officers  traveling  from  here  to  Bismarck.  Oataide  of  this,  the  command  has  done  notfaiog 
but  the  ordinary  roatine  dutj  of  a  posL 

Very  regpectf ul  iy,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  CHATT. 
FirM  Lialtnanl  Sixth  Infantry,  Commanding  Pol. 
Acting  Assistant  Asjotaht-Oeneral. 

Htadquarten  Middle  Dittria,  Standing  RatJ:.  Vat.  . 


Headquarterb  Post  of  Standing  Bock,  Dak., 

aqxtmier37,18n. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  nitb  the  instmclions  contained  in  yoar  circnlar-letler  of  tbe  I2lb  io- 
alant,  I  hare  tlie  honor  10  submit  the  following  report  of  tbe  operations  of  my  command 
daring  the  paat  year: 

A.t  the  dale  of  my  last  annual  report  (September  9,  IST6),  this  post  waa  garrisoned  by 
seven  companies  of  inftu  try,  viz:  O  and  K.  Firnt,  A,  Slith,  H,  Eleventb,  E  and  F,  Seventeenth, 
and  H.  Twentieth  Infantir.  The  headqoarlers  and  baud  o  f  the  Seventeenth  Infantry  and 
four  Indian  scouts  were  also  present  On  tbe  24tb  of  September,  1876,  Companies  A  and 
B.  Eleventh  Infantry,  arrived  at  the  poet.  The  total  force  of  enlisted  men  on  September  26, 
1H76,  was  439. 

In  view  of  tbe  hostilities  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Sioni  Nation  at  that  time,  and  tbe  ex- 
citement following  the  defeat  of  the  Seventh  Cavalir,  and  the  destruction  of  the  five  compa- 
aiea  with  Lienten  ant- Colon  el  Custer  on  June  26, 1976,  the  garrison  bad  hen  suddenly  in- 
creased fram  two  to  nine  companies  of  infantry,  [be  wisdom  of  which  act  was  clearly  ip- 
porent  to  me  on  mj  arrival  in  August  last  year.  The  Indians  I  found  to  be  insolent  and  de- 
tiant.  It  was  almost  impiisnible  to  get  nu  interview  with  their  head  chiefs.  The  agent  at 
that  lime  had  apparently  instilled  into  their  minds  a  hitter  feeling  against  the  military.  They 
were  in  constant  communication  with  the  hostile!,  and  were  sending  snpplies  of  all  kinds  to 
them.  Tbeir  camps  were  situated  so  far  from  the  post,  that  It  was  impossible  for  the  small 
military  force  here  then  to  watch  their  operations  or  to  prevent  tbem.  One  of  the  first  steps 
token  by  the  undersigned  after  assuming  command  was  to  compel  tbe  Blackfeet  and  Un- 
cpapa  bands,  then  encamped  two  miles  from  the  post,  to  move  wiUiin  cannon  range  of  it. 
This  was  only  accomplished  after  the  Indians  wore  informed  that  I  should  attack  them  in 
tbeir  camps  if  they  failed  to  move  by  a  given  day. 

Having  become  convinced  that  the  agent  of  that  day.  John  Bnike,  waa  Ireacberoos  to  the 
interests  of  the  government  and  of  the  Indians,  I  look  potsession  of  Ifae  Indian  agency, 
and  detailed  Capt.  B.  E.  Johnston,  First  Infantry,  aa  acting  Indian  agent  on  the  30th  of  An- 
gnst. 

Tbe  particulars  af  this  aSiii  were  reported  at  the  time.  My  action  was  sustained  by  tbe 
Hon.  ^cretary  of  the  Interior,  and  I  was  placed  in  absolute  control  of  the  agency.  From 
that  day  tbe  Indians  became  sobmisaire  and  respectful  to  those  In  authority. 

On  the  15lb  of  September,  IB76,  one  hostile  hand  belonging  to  this  agency  came  into  tbe 
poet  and  surrendered  themselvM  (142  persons).  100  ponies,  and  S9  guna.  For  several 
months  thereatter  small  parties  oF  Indiana  came  in  and  surrendered,  till  at  the  cloM  of  the 
winter  tbe  number  of  Indians  at  the  agency  bad  risen  from  about  ^200  to  about  2,500  per- 

On  tbe  2Sd  of  October,  the  garrison  of  this  post,  In  caaoectlon  with  the  Seventh  Cavalry, 
all  tinder  the  command  of  Brigadier. (^iieral  Terry,  commanding  the  Department  of  Dakota, 
moved  on  the  Indian  camps  in  the  vicinity  ol  the  post,  and  took  all  the  horsed  and  arms 
that  could  be  found.  Many  Indiaiis  siicieediid  in  caocealing  their  arms  and  mnniitg  away 
their  horaes,  but  nearly  nil  have  since  then  been  captured  or  voluntarily  surrendered. 

On  the  31st  of  October  I  turned  over  to  Maj,  M.  A.  Reno,  Seventh  Cavalry,  l,OI5pDniea 
Heiiedfram  the  Indians  ;  on  the  11  th  of  November  I  sent  in  charge  ofLient.  George  N.  Buacb, 
Seventeenth  Infantry.  193  ponies  seized  between  the  3Ut  of  October  and  the  Uth  of  No- 
vember. On  tbe  21st  of  November,  Lieut.  F.  F.  Kijlinghury,  Eleventh  Infantry,  with  a 
mounted  detachment  proceeded  to  Oak  Creek  and  Grand  Kiver  and  eecnred  19  ponies. 

November  27,  the  same  officer  proceeded  with  a  mounted  detachment  toward  Cheyenne 
agency.  Dak.,  and  Hermaphrodite  Creek,  and  returned  with  43  ponies.  On  the  2d  of  De- 
csmbM  be  proceeded  to  Stone  Fort  ou  Grand  Biver,  thence  to  Elkhom  Bntle,  thence  by  In* 
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dun  trail  to  Owl  Creek,  In  Mwch  of  Indiui  ponici.    He  retained  on  the  Tth  of  tU  not 
month,  bsrinic  eemnid  67  horsee  and  mnlee. 

On  tiie  13tE  of  December  he  proceeded  egein  to  Cherenne  egency,  end  bf  moic:: 
betneen  Slamling  Bock  end  that  point,  captnied  67poniei,  istnming  od  the  SGtli  of  DaCrB- 


On  the  6th  of  Febmary,  18J7,  Lieuten&nt  Kifllinfrbnry,  with  hie 
eent  in  cbarn  of  255  poniee  to  Saint  Foul,  via  Fort  SiMoton  and  Fait  AbeiciomlMe,  tnintf 
at  Saint  Paul  with  triSing  Iobb. 

During  the  month  of  February,  34  ponies  were  picked  np  bjr  seonting-partiei  in  riaip  ■; 
LienL  George  L.  Kousseao,  TventieUi  In&ntiy. 

On  the  30lh  of  April,  1^77,  Com^alea  Q  and  K,  FinI,  and  A,  B.  and  H,  Eleraith  [i- 
fantry,  left  this  poet  for  fieid-service  in  the  Yellowstone  command,  and  on  the  tame  day  Cob- 
paniea  I  and  K,  SeTonteenth  Infootry,  arrived  from  Cfaeyenne  Biver  agenn. 

Uay  5,  If^,  Lieatenont  Kislioghury,  with  a  monnled  detachment,  left  thepoBtfiict;:! 
vicinity  of  Qraod  Siver,  retumiDg  two  daye  later,  having  secored  19  poniee.  Hit  V>,i> 
same  officer,  with  a  moanled  detachment,  proMeded  to  Cuinonball  Biver,  icoated  ddiL 
Btream  to  a  point  where  the  Biemarck  and  Black  Biile  load  croesea  it.  thence  aoou  u: 
Bontheast,  oppoeite  Fire  Steel  Creek,  returning  to  the  poet  od  the  S4th  of  May,  hariiift^ 
tared  29  poniee.  Ma;  30,  Lieutenant  KisUngbary,  wiUi  Lientenant  Eilpatjick,  SeTcnletit 
Infantry,  and  a  mounted  detachalent,  proc«eded  to  Morean  Biver  and  retnmed  on  the  11::. 
of  June  with  42  poniee  and  two  gtine  taken  from  the  Indians.  Jane  18,  Idenlenaat  EiiHif 
bory,  with  a  monuled  detachment,  proceeded  to  Biemarck,  Dak.,  with  a  herd  of  109  pmii- 
which  were  aold  at  public  sale  for  11.946.05.  On  the  a4th  of  July,  Lieutenant  Siding 
withadelacbmentof  twoenUsledmeDand  eight  econta,  left  the  poet,  in  obedience  to  iiuuii- 
tiona  from  headquarter*  DepartmeDt  of  Dakota,  lo  take  charge  of  and  conduct  to  tMipo^i 
herd  of  200eowB  for  dietribution  to  Indians,  retaining  to  the  post  Septembei  19  with  ill  u- 
oowB  except  five,  four  of  which  were  left  at  Fort  Siiseton,  foot-eore,  and  one  wai  left  9ii  iiii: 
from  tbia  poet  annble  to  travel. 

Since  October  22,  1B76,  1,963  animalB  have  been  taken  &om  the  Indiana  and  diipK»l  ' 
aa  fbUowa : 

October  31,  1876,  sent  to  Fort  Lincoln  by  Major  Bano I.il'- 

November  111  IH76,  eent  to  Fort  Lincoln  by  Lientenant  Boach K< 

Febmary  6,  1377,  sent  to  Saint  Paul  by  Lieutenant  Kielingbuiy £■ 

March  19.  len,  Bold  at  post Ij 

Jmie  16,  1677,  sold  at  poet • < 

Jnne31,22,  and  25, 1HT7,  sold  at  public  anctiou  at  Bismarck . 1'.^ 

Tranaferred  to  Indian  Department... ^> 

Tiansfened  to  Qaartermaster'a  Department .^' 

To  half-breede  and  Indians  ae  compeniation,  for  haotiag  poipoBes ■ ^' 

Used  in  mounted  detachment ....• .-. —  '' 

Died  at  various  dates '■'' 

On  hand  to  be  ~ 


Total  amount  received  for  ponlM  Bold  at  Standing  Bode  and  Biamarck,  82,95105,  vbkt 
was  forwarded  to  Lieut.  B.  B.  Oibbi,  Sunt  Paul,  Minn.  | 

When  the  nnderetgned  asaumed  command  of  this  post,  on  the  l€th  of  August,  t^^  'i> ! 
qnarten  and  baiTacks  and  Blore-honBea  were  barely  soffident  to  shelter  and  provide  for  f 
companies  of  troopa.  An  allotment  of  $9, 000  having  been  made  for  hutting  the  troepi.  wdj 
WM  commenced  ahont  the  10th  of  September,  and  on  the  4th  of  November  all  tbe  niet  oc- ! 
paoieB,  band.  Seventeenth  Infantry,  and  officers  were  all  provided  with  comfortabk  lisniil ' 
nod  quarters,  all  having  been  built  (or  about  half  of  the  enm  allotted.  "Hie  qoailen  a.  { 
barracks  for  five  companies  were  built  ezclosively  by  the  labor  of  the  troops  that  ocrspir.  | 
them;  the  remainder  of  the  allotment  has  been  expended  in  improving  and  finiBhin): lb i 
neceesar;  buildings  of  the  post.  A  epeclal  report,  dated  Deoembei  1,  187G,  has  been  iia^i 
OD  this  subject.  I 

Id  the  month  of  Jnne  it  became  necessary  to  use  a  mounted  detachtnent  under  Lienl^u:*  I 
Kislingbnry  in  lemoving  the  Indians  from  the  east  bank  to  the  west  bank  of  the  Uht^  i 
Biver  at  the  reqnest  of  tbe  Indian  aeent.  who  staled  that  he  waa  acting  under  the  ordm 
the  Indian  Department  at  Wuhin^ton. 

The  troops  constitnticg  the  summer  nrriaon  of  the  post  have  been  kept  coDstanlliM' 
ployed  in  building,  road-making,  and  ouer  labors  incident  to  the  new  and  unEnisbrd  w 
ditioD  of  the  post. 

To-day  the  garrison  has  been  decreased  two  companies  in  the  event  of  CompaiM'  i 
Sixth,  and  H,  Twentieih  Inhntry  changing  station  to  Fort  Bice  and  Fort  Tettcs.  tf 
apecOvely. 

lam,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  W.  P.  CABLK. 

iMuttnant-Cobmel  SnaattuOi  h^tmtTj,  CommmuJit  f^ 

To  Major  Oeorcg  D.  Buooles, 

AthMant  AdJMbaU-Gaieral,  HtadifumUBn  DtfarlmeM  iff  Dahu,  Saial  Pnd,  Jftu- 
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SOUTHEKN  DISTRICT. 

Hbadquarters  Southern  DiSTKicrr, 

Depart  WENT  of  Dakota, 
Chtytnnt  Agtneg,  Dak.,  September  26,  1877. 

SrR  :  lu  compliance  nith  ingtroctions  coataiaed  in  circular-letter  of  the  I3th  insUat  tiom 
headqaarters  DepartmeDt  of  Dakota,  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  iDfarmation  of  the 
department  commander,  that  dnrioft  the  past  year  the  troops  of  IhU  command  have  per- 
formed the  QHual  garriHon  duties,  aad  have  been  emplojed  in  controlliQ^  the  Sioui  Indiaoi 
on  their  reserratioDi,  preserving  the  peace  aloup  the  border,  enforcing  the  Indian-ioterconrse 
lai*i,aDd  on  iconta  and  expeditions  within  and  wilbont  the  diBtriol- 

Owing  to  the  continoed  Indian  tronbles  in  the  department  the  troopa  of  this  command 
were  re-enforcad  in  the  latter  part  of  Angoal  and  earlj  part  of  September  of  last  year  by  the 
arrival  at  the  post  of  Cheyenne  igBocy  ftow  the  Department  of  Teiaa,  where  they  had  been 
servinr,  of  aeven  companiea  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry,  21  officers  and  3U3  enlisted  men;  in 
November,  by  the  arrival  at  Fort  Sully,  from  Fort  Rice,  of  one  company  of  the  First  Infantry, 
3  officers  and  46  enlisted  men  :  and  in  the  early  part  of  December  by  the  arrival  at  Chey- 
enne agency  of  the  headquarters  and  band  of  the  Eleveoth  Infantry,  traDiiferred  from  the 
Department  of  Texas,  bringing  the  strength  of  the  command  up  to  S5  officers  and  970  en- 
listed meu,  present  and  absent,  stationed  as  follons,  viz  :  < 

Cheyenne  affency,  38  officers  and  480  enlisted  men. 

Lower  BroM  agency.  9  officer*  and  115  enlisted  men. 

Fort  Kondall.  13  officers  and  171  enlisted  men. 

Fort  Snily,  15  officers  and  204  enlisted  men. 

Since  that  time  (be  itreneth  of  the  command  has  been  gradually  diminished  by  variotu 
causes,  ptiocipally  by  the  discharge  of  enlisted  men,  under  the  reqairemenls  of  the  recent 
War  Department  General  Orders,  niiog  the  standard  of  infantiy  companies  at  37  men  per 
company,  and  by  the  transfer  of  two  companies  of  Ilie  Seventeenth  Infantry  firom  Cheyenne 
aicency  to  Standini;  Roclc  agency,  in  the  middle  district,  until  the  strength  now  stands  65 
officers  and  687  enlisted  men,  distributed  at  the  four  posts  above  mentioned,  as  follows,  vis  i 

Cheyenne  agency,  28  officers  and  313  enlisted  men. 

Fort  Sully,  ^  officers  and  211  enlisted  men.  - 

Lower  Brul6  agency.  3  officers  and  :t9  enlisted  men. 

Fort  Eandnll,  16  officers  and  134  enlisted  men. 

Of  the  6n  officers  and  6ti7  enlisted  men  belonging  to  the  district,  there  were  present,  at 
the  end  of  last  month.  43  officers  and  452  enlistea  men. 

Five  of  Ibe  companies  betongiog  to  the  district,  viz,  three  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry 
from  the  post  of  Cheyenne  agency,  and  two  of  the  First  Infantry  from  Fort  Sully,  have 
been  on  detached  service  in  the  field  since  the  latter  part  of  April  lost ;  the  former,  when 
last  heard  from,  being  at  the  post  on  the  Bighoru,  Uont.,  and  the  latter  at  the  cantonment 
oil  Tongue  River,  MonC 

In  the  latter  part  of  October  last  a  detachment,  consisting  of  4  officers  and  90  enlisted 
men  of  Ibe  Eleventh  Infantry,  nnder  Capt.  Uoson  Jackson  of  the  same  rwiment.  were  sent 
trom  the  post  of  Cheyenne  agency  In  connection  with  three  companies  of  the  First  Infan- 
try under  Capt.  Leslie  Bmilh,  from  Fort  Sully,  to  co-operate  with  a  battalion  of  the  Sev> 
eath  Cavarly,  nnder  Colonel  Stnrgis,  from  Fort  Lincoln,  In  disarming  and  dismounting  the 
Sioux  Indians  then  liviug  on  the  Cheyenne  Itiver  agency  reservation,  all  nnder  the  personal 
anpervision  of  the  department  commander.  Dtiting  that  month  and  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber, all  the  Indians  then  present  at  that  agency,  were  disarmed  and  dismounted ;  337  who 
arrived  at  Ihe  agency  from  the  hostile  camp  on  the  last  day  of  November  were  disarmed 
and  dismounted  the  following  day. 

About  the  middle  of  December  a  detachment,  coosis^ng  of  I  officer  and  31  enlisted  men 
(infantry)  and  10  Indian  scouts,  were  sent  from  the  post  of  Cheyenne  agency  to  Yankton, 
Dak.,  with  a  herd  of  606  surrendered  Indian  p'>nies,  which  were  turned  over  at  the  latter 
place  to  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  sate.  This  detachment  returned  about  the 
middle  of  January.    Distance  maichied.  540  miles. 

In  April  last  one  company  of  the  First  Infantry  left  Fort  Randall  for  the  puroose  of  es- 
corting the  Ponca  Indians,  en  route  to  the  Indian  Territory,  as  far  as  Columbus,  Nebr. 
This  company  returned  to  Fort  Randall  early  in  June,  having  marched  a  distance  of  276 

On  the  Itt  of  May  a  detachment  consisting  of  I  officer  and  15  enlisted  men  (infaotry), 
and  10  Indian  scouts,  left  the  post  of  Cheyenne  agency,  having'  in  charge  a  herd  of  369 
surrendered  Indian  ponies,  which  they  took  to  Yankton,  Dak.,  and  turned  over  to  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department  for  sale.  This  detachment  returned  June  3,  having  marched  a 
distance  of  540  miles. 

May  5.  two  compaoiea,  one  of  the  Eleventh  and  one  of  Che  Tvrenlleth  Infantry,  left  the 
post  of  Cheyenne  agency  for  temporary  duty  at  Fort  Sully,  dnring  the  absence  of  the  two 
companies  ordered  from  the  latter  poet  to  Ponca  ag^ency  for  temporary  duty. 

July  27,  two  compani  es  of  the  First  Infantry  left  Fort  Randall,  en  route  to  Chicago,  111., 
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for  tempomry  dot;  dniing  Ibe  tioU.  fietarned  to  Fort  BkodaJI,  Anput  19,  hvnof  tnttlrj 
B  dislance  of  1,:)74  milei. 

July  3^,  a  detacbiaent  consigtitiK,  of  I  officer,  7  eoliated  men  (inrHDtry),  uid  I j  Iodic 
Acoots,  left  the  post  of  Chejeone  •ffency  for  Ymikton,  Dak.,  for  the  pnrpow  of  iiup«liBj 
receiviug.  iuid  conducUn);  to  Chejeniie  af^nc;  the  bird  of  450  eo«>  porehun]  Im  1: 
diaiiB  Bt  that  a^encf.     Ttais  detachmenl  is  still  absent. 

Since  the  close  of  the  ompaisn  of  last  year,  the  tJioax  lodisDI  at  the  agendu  >ilL: 
tbis  ilistricl  have  been  reniBrkably  quiel,  peaceable,  and  well  beiiaTed.  II  i*  ml  itt'i 
or  believed  that  any  have  left  the  agencies  to  join  the  hoslilea.  while  many  hiv*  wpin^ 
themselves  from  the  hostiles  aud  come  in  and  delivered  themselves  np  at  Ibe  poal  ot  I'by- 
eone  aj^ncy.  Barrenderjnf;  tbeir  borsea  and  arms.  A  nnmber  baveleu  that  agencr.  bn  i.  ^ 
for  boslile  purposes.  A'  majority  of  the  latter  have  been  traced  lo  other  agenciH.  wLf- 
some  have  gooe  u>  Visit  relatives  or  friends,  aod  others  for  Ibe  puipo'c  of  renuuDini;.  A 
cns'-omed  to  an  active,  wanderine  life,  they  no  doubt  find  it  extremely  irkaome  to  be  cnii£--. 
to  particular  localities  witb  Dothinf;  to  occupy  their  time  or  minds  but  recaivlDg  ibc'ju 
tiuity  goods,  drawini;  Ibeir  weekly  ratious,  dauuiuK,  eating,  and  drinking.  Cootd  tbr;  '- 
employed  in  some  useful  way,  which  would  benefit  themselTes.  they  weald  do  donli  '• 
more  contented  witb  their  present  lot. 

The  arrival  of  tbe  45t)  cons  referred  lo  above,  purchased,  it  is  understood,  Frooi  tlit  ] - 
ceeds  of  the  sale  of  thciir  horses,  for  the  Indians  at  Cheyenne  River  agency,  will  pn  t* 
something  to  db,  and  will,  fn  a  measure,  if  they  are  properly  disposed  of.  tain  tbtti  •'*-. 
tiOD  from  Iheir  former  mode  of  life,  and  no  doubt  gradually  lead  tb^m  to  be  a  pastors'.  :■-- 

Ele.  Not  much  can  be  expected  from  the  present  generation  iu  the  nay  of  agrii-uhon:  v.' 
ad  belter  be  left  for  their  children,  many  of  whom  are  now  stEending  the  miuiim  vr  "■ 
at  Ihe  Hgenciea.  These  schools  have  been  established  for  several  years,  but  alCliri':i' 
agency,  and  perhaps  at  most  of  the  others,  very  little  progrens  has  been  made  unlil  «iil ; 
the  pasi  year.  At  that  agency  tbe  Indiana  express  thema^ves  as  being  desiroua  of  bii  i: 
more  schools,  and  seem  anxious  to  send  their  children  to  them ;  while  the  latter  air  i^i* 
punctual  in  their  altendance,  are  respectful  lo  their  teachers,  and  are  making  fair  pT«f^- 

The  disarming  and  partial  diamuunling  of  the  Cheyenne  River  Ageocy  Indiiiw  'V 
severe,  hut,  in  my  opinion,  a  wise  measure,  and  to  it,  no  donbt,  is  owing  in  a  grtsl  i-!'' 
their  present  peaceable  dinposilion.  At  that  agency  they  ware  permitted  lo  retain,  wbti ' 
dismounting  took  place,  some  400  horses— about  one  for  every  able-bodied  iriniiil,  I'  - 
supposed  these  were  allowed  them  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  them  in  tilliag  the  hnI,  tiiJ  - 
carrying  Iheir  rations  from  tbe  agency  to  their  villages,  but  it  is  believed  oxer  itddIJ  u- 
awer  just  an  well,  and  perhaps  bolter.  Iu  fact,  some  are  now  used  by  them  for  thai  pBipff* 
If  the  Indians  are  lo  be  kept  at  the  agencieB  and  fed  and  eared  for  by  tbe  goveramFnl.  li-' 
do  not  need  horses.     A  Sioux  without  his  horse  is,  comparatively,  a  very  hannkea  bni* 

Since  the  cb^e  of  the  campaign  of  last  yaw,  ii89  Indians  have  come  in  from  the  bur.  - 
camps  and  delivered  thamselvee  up  to  the  military  at  the  post  of  Cheyenne  agency,  lorm 
deriag  i,04l>  ponies  and  mules  and  266  fire-arms  of  various  kinds.  Of  the  hnnei,  ^t  v 
■eiM  10  Yankton,  Dak.,  for  sale  by  tbe  Quartermaster's  Department,  as  stated  above,  ind  k 
perished  daring  the  winter  while  being  herded  in  tbe  vicinity  of  that  post ;  lllhor^ 
bl&Dded  U.  &.,  and  16  mules,  were  turned  over  to  the  Quarter  master's  DBpartmeot.  in  roc 
pliance  with  orders  from  the  department  commander. 

This  list  of  horses  does  not  inclnde  any  of  those  taken  from  the  Indians  at  Cbejm? 
agency  in  October  last,  under  tha  personal  anpervision  of  the  department  cotnmindcr  > 
ferred  lo  above.  There  are  no  oflicial  records  obCunable  bere  showing  the  onmber  tikr. 
ftt  that  time,  but  i(  is  understood  that  all  the  horses  iben  at  that  agency  heliniKtB;  > 
Indians  were  collected  together,  esUmated  from  I,20l)  to  l,5U0  head,  and  of  tbeee  bftoi 
900  and  1,000  were  sent  under  charge  of  a  company  of  tbe  Seventb  Cavalry  to  Fonl^' 
crombie.  Dak.,  and  from  thence  were  afterward  sent  to  SainI  Paul,  Hinn.,  wbete  tbrr  >(^ 
sold  by  (he  Quat  term  aster 'a  Department. 

An  accDiali;  account  of  the  Indians  at  the  Cheyenne  River  agency  traa  taken  bril' 
military  in  December  last,  at  which  time  I.90J  were  found  to  be  present.  Sinre  thn''^ 
have  come  in  from  the  hostiles  and  surrendered,  bringing  the  nnmber  up  to  2,1^  Ov.'' 
thia  number  some  231  have  wandered  off  to  other  agencies,  leaving  now^al  that  Ifm: 
1,924  Indians. 

At  the  other  agencies  within  the  district  there  are  reported  to  be  as  follows,  vii:  O'-' 
Cteek  agency,  aSunt  1,200  Indians;  Lower  Brule  agency,  about  900;  Tanklon  sfW? 
about  2.IMI :   making  a  total  of  about  6,(K)0  Indians  wiihin  tbe  district. 

At  the  two  new  agencies  now  beiuff  estahlisboJ,  one  at  Yellow  Medicine  and  the  olh"  ■ 
the  Old  Punca  agency,  it  is  rcpoiled  there  will  soon  be  located  some  10,(100  ludisoj.  V- 
will  give  Hii  agencies  witbin  the  district,  embracing  some  Iti.OOO  Indians.  one-thirJ  ••f'*\- 
will  be  locHtcd  al  Yellow  Medicine,  30  miles  from  the  nearest  military  post  (Lo<ier  Kr 
agency).  By  establiabjng  a  military  post  at  this  agencv  (Yellow  Medicine),  and  hj"'- 
solldating  the  Indians  now  at  the  Cheyenne  Kiver,  Crow  Creek,  Lower  Brul^,  and  Tubv: 
sgeneien,  and  fBtablishing  them  on  the  Yankton  reserve,  the  military  stations  of  Chrj^y 
agency  and  Lower  Brute  could  be  discontinued.  In  this  event,  by  largely  intreawif '" 
garrison  at  Fort  Randall,  that  post  would  be  sufficient  lo  guard  and  protect  tbe  bordM  ' 
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that  Ticinitj,  and  to  control  all  tbe  Indian*  on  the  Yankton  and  PoDca  reiervu,  both  being 
eaat  of  that  post.  Th«  coat  of  traniportinc  supplies  for  the  troops  and  Indians,  and  main- 
taining these  tiTo  agendee  and  the  two  mililarj  potts,  ironid  be  very  mncb  less  than  it  is 
for  the  six  aeeacies  and  three  posU  M  now  eitabliabed,  to  say  nothing  of  the  better  location 

for  both  Indians  and  troops. 

The  Yankton  reserve  is  said  to  contiun  some  400,1)00  acres  of  land,  -200,000  acres  ol 
nhich  are  tillablo.  This  woald  give  to  each  of  the  6,000  Indians  now  in  the  district,  if  con- 
solidated there,  about  :i3i  acres  of  lillahle  land  and  about  (he  same  quantity  of  grazlntr-land. 

This  reserve  should  he  divided  anion);  tliese  Indians  and  they  Uf  compelled  to  work  it, 
for  nniesB  this  is  done  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed,  coasiderinf;  the  [apidity  with  which  that 
section  of  country  is  now  being  settled  up  by  the  whites,  that  the  Indians  will  be  permitted 
t4i  retain  so  much  -valuable  land  without  making  great  efforts  to  improve  it. 

It  is  pretty  well  known  that  of  the  three  aj^ncies  herein  recommended  to  be  removed  to 
Ibe  Yankton  reserve  none  are  fit  for  agticultural  purposes,  and  that  the  Indians  cannot  be 
luvde  self-Bupportinic  on  them. 

It  is  reported  thai  the  Indians  at  the  Yankton  agency  raised  last  year  some  KM)  bushes  of 
wheat,  li.iKHI  buihels  of  corn,  and  1 ,200  bushels  of  vegetables,  and  cut  some  '2.700  tons  ol 
liay,  and  that  this  year  Ibe  crops  at  that  agency  will  be  threefold  greater  than  those  of  last 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WOOD, 
Colonel  EInenIk  CnileJ  Statt$  Jn/anfrj,  Commandiiig  Ditlrict. 

Ass  1ST  A  ST  Adjitant-Geseral. 

Dtpartmem  of  Da  tola,  Siinl  Panf,  Minn. 


CHEYKNNE  AGENCY. 

Headqi'arters  Chevenhe  Agencv,  Dak., 

Seplanbtr  29,  i3i7. 

Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  ci rent ar-le Iter  from  headqmrfers 
I>epartment  of  Dakota,  dated  the  l.ith  itislant,  calling  for  a  leport  of  the  operations  of  this 
commaud  for  the  past  year,  and  in  compliance  with  (be  inetructiona  contained  therein,  to 
HUbmit  the  following: 

1  arrived  at  this  peat  with  the  headquarters'  band  and  Inuudresaes  of  my  regiment  on  the 
Glh  of  December  last,  and  tbe  next  morninf;  Hssumed  command,  relieving  Lienleuant-Colonel 
Buell,  of  my  rej^iment,  who  bod  been  in  comnftnd  since  September  4. 

At  the  time  of  my  arrival  tbe  command  f  onsiated  of  one  field  officer,  two  medical  officers, 
one  commiesHry  sergeaot,  one  hospital  sleward,  nine  companies  of  infantry  (seven  of  the 
Eleventh  and  two  of  the  Seventeenth),  and  liO  Indian  suouta,  a  total  of  27  officers  and -466 
enlisted  men  present  and  absent. 

The  command  at  present  coniisls  of  3  field  officers,  2  medical  officers,  I  ordnance  sergeant, 
I  hospital  steward,  fcommisiaty  sergeant,  the  non-commieeioned  staff  and  band  Eleventh 
Infantry,  o  companies  of  that  regiment,  and  •£>  Indian  scouts,  making  a  total  of  30  cooimls- 
aioned  officers  and  a9  enlisted  men  present  and  absei^.  The  total  number  present,  10  offi- 
cers and  149  enlisted  men. 

The  reduction  in  the  strength  of  the  garrison  was  caused  by  the  tnnifer  of  the  (wo  com- 
panies (I  and  K)  SeventeenlTi  Infantry  to  Standing  RiK:k,  Dak.,  in  Aoril  last;  two  compa- 
nies of  the  Eleventh  Infantry  (C  and  F)  lo  Bighorn  Barracks,  Mont.,  iu  the  present  month, 
sod  by  the  dischai^  from  tbe  service  of  enlisted  men  nnder  tbe  recent  War  Department 
order  reducing  the  standard  of  companies  from  54  to  37. 

During  the  past  year  the  troops  have  performed  tbe  usual  garrison  duties,  have  been  em- 
ployed in  constructing  the  bnildines  at  the  post,  in  controlling  the  Indians  nt  this  agency, 
ID  enforcing  the  Indian  inteicourse  laws,  and  on  scouts  and  expediUons. 

lo  Septeaiber,  Lieutenant  lloyt.  Eleventh  Infantry,  was  sent  from  this  post  by  authority 
of  tbe  Lieu  tenant -General  lo  the  Department  of  Texas  for  the  purpose  of  ubtaining  tbe  an- 
nual supply  of  clothing  and  camp  and  garrixoa  equipage,  and  the  anthorized  baggage  of 
officers  and  companies  pertniniog  to  the  Eleventh  lufanlry,  and  shipping  the  same  to  (he 
several  posts  in'tlie  Department  of  Dnknla  where  the  companieH  of  that  regiment  were  (hen 
nerving.  This  officei,  after  seeing  all  the  property  shipped,  except  that  from  (he  post  of 
Fort  Brown,  which  was  quaiaulined  on  Hcroun(  of  yellow  fever,  returned  to  this  post  early 
iu  November.  Fearing  navigntiuu  would  soon  be  closed,  in  conHequeiice  of  (he  lateness  of 
the  season.  Lieutenant  HoyI  was  again  ordered  to  Texas  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  ap  the 
stores  and  baggage  from  Fort  Brown,  finding  them  at  Oaaba  «■  roiUf  he  returned  with 
them  to  (his  pDH(  overland  from  Yankton,  the  tiver  having  closed  iu  the  meantime. 

In  tbe  latter  part  of  October  a  detachment  of  103  geueral- service  recruits  arrived  at  the 
pOBt  from  depot  under  Capi.  Mason  Jacksuu.  Eleventh  Infantry,  and  were  assigned  to  tbe 
compaoies  oi  that  and  the  Seventeenth  Regiment  of  Infantry  serving  at  the  post. 
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A  delocbmeDt  consLstiiiK  of  4  officers  Aoi  90  eolUtod  men  nndei  CapL  Huon  Jtcbos. 
Eleventh  Infautry,  nas  seat  from  tbla  post  in  tbe  latter  part  of  the  uoie  mouth  to  ai-ofir- 
ate  with  a  battaliou  of  tbe  First  lofontry  from  Fort  Sully.  Bdid  a  batCalioD  uf  the  Sn«iil 
Cavalry  tram  Fort  Abraham  LtQcoln  in  Jisarmiur  the  several  bands  of  Siooi  Inivuu  ibn: 
preeeaC  at  th<s  af^ncy.  Tbis  wbb  effected  under  the  persocal  aupervuion  of  the  dtpulmeni 
commander,  occupyiu);  Beventl  days,  and  it  was  no  doubt  owing;  to  the  strong  fom  gf  Map 
displayed  upOD  this  occasion  that  tbd  Indians  submitted  Co  the  disarming  and  dlimooiitiDf 
with  such  Eood  ^mce.  The  poat  records  do  not  show  tbe  number  of  horsss  taken  from  ir 
Indians  st  this  time,  bat  I  have  heard  it  stated  by  officers  and  others  that  hetoMn  1  2M  u^ 
1,500  were  collected  tof^tber.  Out  of  this  herd  the  Indians  were  allowed  to  take  ukI  itii,: 
some  400  head.  The  remainder,  it  is  understood,  were  sent  under  chir^  of  ■  campui 
the  Seventh  Cavalry  to  Fort  Abercrombie,  Dak.,  and  subsequently  to  Saiut  Pan!.  Uiiu, 
where  they  were  sold  by  Ibe  Qaartermaster's  Department. 

Id  the  middle  of  December  Lteutenunt  Mansfield,  Eleventh  InTaati;,  with  a  detacksM: 
coBSiiting'  of  31  enlisted  men  of  his  regiment  and  10  Indian  acunld,  were  nnt  to  Tinkuc 
Dak,,  in  charge  of  605  Indian  horses,  which  he  tnrned  over  to  the  Qoartemastcr'i  Deptr- 
ment,  in  compliauce  with  orders,  for  sale.  Tbia  detachment  retaroed  in  Ibe  oiiddla  of  Ju- 
oary,  having  marched  540  miles. 

In  the  latter  part  of  April  thre 
Indian  icoals,  and  1  medical  offii 
this  post  en  roHJs  to  Fort  Abnham  Lincoln  for  field  service.  While  at  tbe  latter  pen  ltd)  ' 
detachment  was  ordered,  with  other  troops,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Bighorn  Kiiti  ij 
the  purpose  of  assisting  in  coostracttng  the  buildiugs  at  the  poat  to*be  established  nm  Ji 
mouth  of  that  river.     One  company  of  this  detachment  reached  its  destination  in  tbciKE  I 

Sart  of  Jnne,  and  tbe  other  two  early  in  July,  after  much  hard  labor  and  many  reuniii 
elayi.  On  the  34tb  of  the  present  .month  two  of  these  companies  (C  and  F}  "tn  tnor  i 
ferred  to  the  post  of  liigbom  barracks.  Tbe  other  company  ia  now  under  orders  to  tHiei 
to  this  post  opon  being  relieved  from  detached  service  at  that  posL  ' 

On  tbe  24th  of  April  the  two  companies  of  the  Seventeenth  In&ntry  (I  and  K)  l>n 
this  poat  for  Standi  ng.Roch  agency,  having  been  transferred  to  that  post,  and  oo  ibt  nm 
day  two  companies  (E  and  I)  of  the  Twenueth  Infantry,  arrived  from  Lower  BraKsgn^  . 
and  took  station  at  this  post.  The  last  named  companies  remained  here  until  July  3.  ■bc> 
they  were  intns  ferred  to  tbe  post  of  Fort  Sally.  i 

On  the  let  of  May.  a  detachment  of  15  enlisted  men  of  Infantry  and  10  Indisu  toiu. 
trader  Lieutenant  Hoffman,  Eleventh  Infantry,  left  thir  post,  having  in  charge  369  sire^-  I 
dered  Indian  borsex,  which  they  conducted  to  Yankton,  Dak.,  where  they  were  sold  b;  ib- 
quarterm aster's  department.  This  detachment  returned  June  3,  having  marched  a  fMUi^  | 
of  540  miles. 

Companies  D  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry  and  E  of  the  Twentieth  In^tiy  wers  Mol  f^e 
this  post  May  5  to  Fort  Sully,  for  temporary  duly,  dnrlag  the  absence  of  (be  two  compuiH 
sent  from  the  latter  post  to  Fort  Randall  for  temcorair  tHity.  Company  D  retumtd  lo  ibj 
post  July  3.  The  other  company  remained  at  Fort  Sully,  having  been  tmuftrred  tulii: 
post  as  already  mentioned. 

July  5.  Lieutenant  Brown,  Eleventh  iDfantry,  with  sii  Indian  scouts,  ttH  tbe  post  •»- 
proceeded  to  Yellow  Medicine  Creek,  on  the  Indian  reservation,  for  the  poipoM  of  ■'i-':' 
ing  off  certain  partis  of  while  men  engaged  [n  catting  wood  at  that  place  withont  pni|Ki 


authority.    On  the  same  day  another  detail  of  scouts,  under  anon-commiMionedoSm,  " 

'a  Horeau  Creek  for  a  similar  parpoae.     These  detachments  found  the  partier  -'  ~'' 

It  those  places  engaged  in  cutting  wood :   warned  them  away,  and  notified  ill 


penalty,  if  again  found  trespassing  on  the  reservation.  These  detachments  letumed  JD',> 
10,  the  former  having  matched  a  distance  of  about  18U  miles,  and  the  latter  a  ^riina  l>' 
aboat  130  miles. 

Tbe  number  of  enlisted  Indian  scouts  serving  at  this  post  was  Increased  in  Ibe  month  l-: 
November  to  SO.  only  G  having  been  allowed  up  lo  that  time.  The  number  wasaftlnit' 
creased  In  Jannary  to  30.  In  August,  under  a  redistribution  to  .stations  of  icoola  id  ^ 
department,  tbe  number  for  Ibis  post  was  fixed  at  25.  That  number  is  now  borne  on  ibtioid 
These  sconts  are  under  the  immediate  command  of  Lieutenant  Hoyt,  Eleventh  Intiol^ 
Although  few  in  number,  tbey  have  performed  good  aud  faithful  service.  They  are  oW.- 
ent,  truBtworthy,  and  energetic,  and  tbe  elample  set  by  them  by  their  good  condncL  l* 
been  o  f  great  benefit  in  faelpine  to  control  the  other  Indians  at  the  agency,  Manj  of  ^ 
scouts  have  adopted  civilian  and  soldiers'  clothing,  have  cat  off  their  bur,  and  are  hiinS'' 
bouses  built  by  themselves. 

The  Quarter  master's  store-bouse,  commissary  store-bouse,  root-bouse,  and  slsble.  10'°' 
tioned  in  report  of  last  year  as  being  in  process  of  construction,  were  all  nearly  GntiM  t* 
fore  my  arrival  here.  "They  were  built  of  the  logs,  A-c,  saved  by  tearing  down  the  buiUiw 
of  the  old  post,  tbe  site  of  which  was  soon  after  washed  away  hy  the  river.  There  b^i''- 
been  built  out  of  the  same  and  other  materials  bake-house,  13  sets  of  lanndrasses' qosKK^, 
and  a  hospital.  Someof  these  buildiugs  are  of  the  rudest  character  possible,  paiticaMji^' 
stable  and  laundresses'  quarters,  being  coDStmclect  of  posts,  slabs,  and  odds  nod  m'"- 
picked  up  wherever  they  could  be  fonod.    Tbe  others,  allhougb  somewhat  belter,  ur  «■■ 
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Buitoble  for  th«  pnrpoie*  for  whioh  thej  wen  erected.  All  hsva  eaitb  roofs  and  all  leak 
more  or  leu  whenever  there  ii  much  rain. 

The  qiuuterg  for  the  enlisted  men,  b  long,  narrow,  two-etorj  bnildiDg,  for  ten  conpaniea, 
were  GnUtied  and  occupied  in  the  e&rly  part  of  November. 

The  officers'  qaarten,  ten  sets  for  captains,  sod  two  Geld  officers'  sete,  were  sufficiently 
adTanced  to  be  occupied  early  id  Deoembur.  Both  officers  and  men's  quarters  are  built  of 
pine  lumber  with  shiDgle  roofs,  lined  with  board-paper.  Tbey  are  rather  frail  boiidines, 
beinr  what  are  known  as  "balloon  frames,"  put  up  for  temporary  use,  aud  are  not  snitabls 
to  withstand  with  safety  the  strouff  winds  wbich  prevail  at  times  in  this  locality. 

The  men's  qoarters  have  already  hod  to  be  propped  up  on  the  outside,  along  the  whola 
lenifth  of  both  sides  of  tbe  building,  and  braced  np  inside  by  the  addiUon  of  new  partitions 
between  each  set  of  compnny  quarters.  This  was  rendered  necessary  from  the  foct  of  the 
whole  bnilding  haTJng  been  severely  shaken  and  the  upper  part  wrenched  over  abont  10  in- 
ches by  the  wind,  first  on  one  side,  aud  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  ufiar  displaced  abont 
the  same  distance  in  the  opposite  direction.  So  great  was  the  motion  of  ibe  buildtng  on 
both  ol  Ibese  occasions  that  many  of  the  men  were  compelled  to  leave  it  for  fear  it  would 
be  blown  over. 

Since  January  there  has  been  built  an  adjutant's  office,  sil  company  kitchens  (dining- 
room  and  kitchen  under  the  same  root),  and  an  ice-house  capable. of^  holding  about  350  tons 
of  ice.  With  the  exception  of  the  shingles  and  flooring  used  for  the  adjatant's  office,  the 
material  for  tbose  buildings  wa«  cut  and  hauled  last  winter  and  spring  oy  enlisted  men  of 
this  command  and  sawed  by  Ihem  at  the  agency  sawmill. 

If  this  posF  is  to  be  ctatinaed  as  a  sii-iiompSDy  post  steps  aboald  be  taken  lo  erect  addi- 
tional officers'  quarters  and  to  make  those  now  here  safe  end  comfortable.  There  should  be 
quarters  for  two  field  officers,  six  capUins.  fourteen  subalterns,  and  two  medical  officers. 
while  at  present  there  are  only  quarters  for  two  field  officers  and  ten  captains,  giving  four 
captains'  qnarters  for  fourteen  subalterns  and  two  medical  officers. 

Attention  Is  invited  to  the  requisitions  forwarded  to  department  headquarters,  February 
24,  for  additional  quarters,  and  for  the  compledon  of  tbose  already  here,  and  action  upou 
tbe  same  respectfully  recommended. 

Tbe  sanitary  condition  of  the  post  for  the  past  year  has  been  good.  The  qamber  of  sick 
treated  in  hospital  during  that  lime  was  ninety.  Tbe  number  of  deaths  at  the  post  during 
tbe  same  period,  three  (one  of  these  by  enidde).  The  general  character  of  the  cases  treated 
was  of  a  mild  form  yielding  readily  to  treatment. 

The  number  of  desertions  during  tbe  year,  ten  ;  four  from  the  post  and  six  while  abwnt 
on  furlough  or  in  confinement. 

The  number  of  cases  tried  by  general  court-martial,  aii ;  convicted  and  sentenced,  five; 

Soon  afler  my  arrival  here  I  assumed  control  of  the  Indians  at  this  agency,  in  compliance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Lieutenant-<jeueral  of  the  Army  contained  in  telegram  from 
headquarters  Department  of  Dakota,  dated  September  4,  1HT6.  To  assist  me  in  this  duty  I 
at  once  detailed  Lieutenant  Hoyt,  au  uScer  of  my  regiment,  and  directed  him  lo  supeiia- 
lend  all  issues  of  food,  clothing,  or  supplies  of  atiy  kind,  from  the  agency  to  Indiana,  lo 
make  such  issues  only  npnn  returns  approved  by  the  post  commander,  to  take  ai 
inventory  of  the  Indian  supplies  then  on  hand,  to  make  an  accurate  connt  of  the  India, 
this  agency,  to  report  the  arrival  or  departure  of  all  Indians,  and  to  disarm  and  dismount 
all  Indians  who  might  come  in  from  tbe  hostile  camps.  These  inslructioliB  have  been  faith- 
fntly  carried  out  by  Lieutenant  Hoyt.  On  Hatch  i9,  these  iostnietions  were  modified  in 
compliance  with  orders  from  the  bcadqnarters  UiliUry  Division  of  the  Mi8MQTi,so  as  to 
allow  the  civil  agent  to  exercixe  entire  control  of  the  distribution  of  all  goods  and  supplies 
to  the  Indians  pie^nt  at  the  agency. 

On  the  13th  of  Jnne  Lieutenant  Hoyt  was,  upon  my  nomination,  detailed  in  special 
orders  Axim  tbe  headqnarters  Department  of  Dakota  "to  witness  each  delivery  of  beef  and 
other  supplies  for  Indians  by  contractors  for  furnishing  the  same  at  Cheyenne  River  agency, 
Dakota,"  This  officer  was  also  detailed  on  the  9th  day  of  July  in  special  orders  from  the 
same  headqnarlers,  "  to  inspect,  attest,  and  report  on  the  quantity,  quality,  and  delivery  o 
the  annuity  goods  purchased  for  Cheyenne  Kivar  agency.  Dakota.' 

Since  the  close  of  the  campaign  of  1^6,  the  Indians  at  this  agency  have  been  very  quiet 
and  orderly.  Five  hundred  and  eighty-nine  have  come  in  from  tbe  hostile  camps  and  de- 
livered themselves  up  at  the  post,  surrendering  1,046  horses  and  mnles,  and  2G6 fire-arms  of 
various  kinds.  Ten  of  the  horses  branded  U.S.,  and  the  mules  (16)  were  turned  over  lo  the 
quartermotler's  department  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  of  tbe  de- 
partment. Forty-six  horses  perished  during  the  winter  while  being  herded  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  post.  Tbe  reet  of  the  horses  f9T4)  were  sent  to  Yankton.  Dak.,  as  already  stated,  and 
sold  by  the  quartermaster's  department. 

In  tbe  latter  part  of  December  Lieutenant  Hoyt,  with  thj  assistance  of  a  detail  of  in- 
ftaitry,  the  Indian  scouta,  and  ibe  post  interpreter,  made  an  accurate  count  of  the  ludions 
tben  at  this  agency,  registering,  by  name,  all  males  over  fifteen  years  of  age,  the  beads  of 
families,  aud  the  nnmber  of  persons  in  each  family,  and  found  that  there  were  1,903  Indians 
present.    To  these  have  been  added  the  252  who  surrendered  since  that  time,  making  a  total 
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the  purpose  of  Inapecliug.  recriTing,  uid  condactinp  to  thii  post  tbs  450  cows  parchaasd  for 
Indians  nt  (bin  b([c°c7'  Thece  cows,  parchued,  il  is  uadenilood.  b;  the  ^orerDineiit  from 
tbe  proceeds  of  the  sole  of  the  sarrendered  Indian  horses,  are  expected  to  arrive  here  in  the 
conrae  of  a  coaple  of  days,  and,  as  the  departmeDt  oommaDder  nas  left  the  dispoaition  of 
these  cows  to  mj  jedgment,  I  have  concluded  to  dialribnle  them  to  the  Indiana  having;  fami- 
lies, as  follows: 
'    To  the  192  familiss  of  the  Two-Keltlea  band,  I^  cows. 

To  the  A'2  famiiim  of  the  Blackfr>et  band,  57  cows. 

To  the  aa  families  of  the  Sans  Arc  band.  85  cows. 

To  the  H7  families  of  tbe  HinninroDJoiii  band,  J22  cows. 

This  nives  4  cows  to  every  17  personi.  Of  the  4  bulls  comin{;  with  these  con-B  1  vrill  be 
(riven  to  tbe  chief  of  each  band. 

Before  makini;  tbe  dialrihntion  tbe  cows  and  bulls  vilt  be  plainly  branded  ^  ,  (Cbeycaoe 
Afcency),  and  the  Indians  to  whom  tbey  arv  given  will  be  required  to  8i|;n  an  Hgre«menl,  in 
the  preaence  of  witnesses,  which  1  have  caused  to  1>e  drawn  up  and  printed,  one  for  eacb 
baud,  which  reads  aa  fullows  : 

"  We,  tbe  imderaifrned  Indians  of  the  QIackfeel  band  of  Sioux,  livinf;  at  Cheyenne  River 

agency,  do  hereby  acRnowled^re  to  have  received  this day  of  Jtepteinber.  IrJiT,  from   tbe 

punt'cuminandcr  of  Cheyenne  agency.  Dak.,  the  numberfcf  cows  and  balla  set  opposite  out 
Tpapeclive  □Ames,  fumiahed  us  by  the  gDvernmeal  from  thn  proceeds  of  tbe  sale  of  our 
horses,  and  do  sf^ree  to  take  [hpm  subject  to  the  followinff  conditions,  riz:  That  we  «L'. 
care  for  and  protect  the  said  cows  and  Iheir  iocreaae  for  tbe  benefit  of  onrseIve«  and  of  oni 
families ;  that  wo  will  not  kill,  sell,  trade,  or  diepuse  uf  any  of  them  or  their  incretue  JD 
any  manner  whatever,  except  by  permission  of  the  proper  authority  over  n».  And  we  di^ 
aeveralty  farther  agree  that  if  we  violate  any  of  the  foregoinf*  conditions  that  we  wilt  sub- 
mit to  a  disconlinuance  of  our  ratious  for  sncb  time  as  may  be  de«i|^ated  by  the  asid  an- 
tbority.  and  thai  we  will  report  to  the  commandinK  affir«r  at  the  post  of  Cheyenne  aftencr 
any  violation  of  this  airieemeni  that  come*  to  nor  knowledge." 

For  other  matters  relating  to  tbe  Indians  at  this  agency,  and  for  the  recommendation  fo; 
the  discOQlinuance  of  tLig  post,  I^rBspeclfully  invite  attention  to  my  report  of  the  aSlh  In- 
staDi  OH  district  commander. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  H.  WOOD. 
ColoHtl  EleraUk    United  3iata  Infaiilrj,  Ce>iiniBii4<Bf   Pmt. 

The  AsSIHTilNT  ADJl'TAHT-OeNEKAI., 

DtpannuMi  of  Dahot;  Saint  Ptal,  Minn. 


CANTONMENT  AT  TONGUE  RIVER,  MONTANA. 


Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  circ alar-letter  from  headqaarten  Department  of  Dakota,  jnsi 
received,  directing  that  a  report  should  be  prepared  and  forwarded  exhibitine  tbe  (^>M«boD9 
of  the  troops  stationed  at  this  cantonment  garm|t  tbe  past  ^ear,  I  have  tbe  bonoT  to  anbinit 
the  following,  which  neceesarily  has  to  be  simply  a'  collation  from  ibe  post-retama  on  file 
in  the  adjutant's  office. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  report  in  qaeation  could  not  have  been  prepared  by  Col.  N. 
A.  Miles,  Filth  Infantry  (at  preaeut  absent  in  the  Geld),  as  frool  bis  knowledge  of  &1I  the 
movements  that  were  made  from  this  post,  he  would  unquestionably  have  kieen  able  to  sop- 
ply  much  that  woald  have  proved  interesting. 

CAKTONMEHT    ESTAIILISHED. 

Angutli'*,  1876.— Arrived  (his  day  by  the  steamer  Josephine,  LieuleDant-Colonel  Wbistler 
and  Companit^s  C  and  I,  Fifth  lufautrr,  who  threw  up  a  tittle  intrenchmeut  near  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Tongue  and  Y»llowBtone  Rivers,  and  In  tbe  course  of  a  short  time  commnKeJ 
of  the  cantonment  out  of  logs  on  its  present  site. 
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daf  Captun  Butler,  with  one  officsr  and  33  msD  of  Ihe  flflb  Inrantry,  diaputcbed  to  bead  of 
Culler  Creek,  on  the  north  lide  of  the  Yallowitone,  for  tho  parpou  of  BOootiDg  and  laying 
out  a  new  road. 

SepUmttr  17,  IS7(k^-Caplaiii  Batler  and  commaDd  rataroed  to  tjie  canlODment. 

S^lemitr  19,  1876. — Company  Jl,  Fifth  lofaatiy,  joined  from  field  serrire. 

Stplcmttr  31,  I8T6.— Companiee  A  and  D,  Fifth  Infantry,  joined  fcom  field  aerrice. 

S^fBtber  •£,,  1876.—  Col.  N.  A.  Milei,  accompanied  by  two  officers  and  60  men  of  the  fifth 
Infiuiiry,  logellier  with  8  citiMos.  proceeded  lo  Fort  Bufoid,  along  the  north  tide  of  the  Yel- 
lowsloDe,  for  the  purpose  of  scouting  the  country  and  laying  out  a  u«w  road. 


Otloier2,  I8T6, — Compauiee  E  and  F,  Twenty-second  Infantry  (Captain  Dickey  com- 
■Ditniling),  joined  from  camp  at  Caster  Creek. 

Oetaber  S,  lrf76.— Lieut.  Frank  5.  Hinkle.  with  one  officer  and  40  man  (all  of  the  Fifth 
Infiuitry),  proceeded  to  Qlendivo  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  a  new  road  and  escorting  a 

Octoter  n,  I87ti  — Both  Colonel  Hiles's  and  Lieuleuant  Hiukle'e  commands  returned  to 
the  eantonment  to-day  ;  the  former  havjur  marched  179  miles,  the  latter  310  milea. 

Otiobcr  15.  ISTt;.— Lieut.  Frank  Hinkel,  with  6  men  of  the  Fiftb  Infantry,  proceeded  to 
scout  tbe  Powder  River,  Hiipah  Creek,  and  Tongue  Biyei  countries,  in  search  of  an  Indlau 
village  snppoeed  lo  be  on  the  Powder  River. 

Oclober.  17,  li;76  —Col.  N.  A.  Miles,  together  with  15  officem  and  434  men  (Cotnpaoiei 
A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  0,  H,  T,  and  K,  Fifth  Infantry),  10  citizens,  and  3  Indian  scouts,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  assistance  of  a  train  being  escorted  from  Glendive  by  a  little  battalion  of  tbe 
Twenty-second  Infantry  nnder  Lieutenant-Colonel  Otis.  Marched  72  miles.  Engaged  Ihe 
eoemy  (estimated  to  be  from  500  lo  600  strong)  nnder  Sitting  Bull  on  tbe  21et  of  October. 
One  sergeant  and  one  private  wonnded.  The  Indiane  were  pursued  ap  Cedar  Creek,  across 
to  Bay  Roale  Creek,  and  down  the  same  to  the  Yellowstone,  64  miles,  where  on  the  24Ui 
day  of  October  Red  Shirt,  Bull  Eagle,  and  other  chiefs,  repieaenilng  some  400  lodges  of  Min- 
nncoDJOQx  and  Cbeyenoes,  sarrcndered  themselves  oi  hostagea,  SitUng  Ball  retreating  north- 
ward with  30  lodges.     Five  Indians  killed. 

Octoter  31,  1^6.— Lieutenant  H Inkle,  and  six  men,  of  tbe  fifth  Infantry,  returned  to  the 
onlOnment  from  his  scout  to  the  Powder  Siver  country,  having  marcbed  166  milea. 

OetebtrSl,  IU76.— Colonel  Miles  and  staff  retomed  to  the  cantonment  from  his  Gght  with 
Silting  Bull,  having  marched  ZX  milea. 


NntmUr  1,  1S76.— Companies  A,  C,  D,  E,  F,  H,  and  I,  Fifth  Infantry,  returned  Ut 
cantonment  from  Colonel  Hiles's  fight  with  Sitting  Bull.  Same  day,  Lieutenant  Cuiick, 
with  30  men  of  the  Twenty.second  Infantry,  proceeded  to  Fort  Peaae  (nearly  oppotite  the 
month  of  the  Bigham  River)  as  eacort  to  a  wagon-train, 

JVMmW  3,  1876. — Companies  B,  Q,  and  K,  Fifth  In&ntry,  returned  to  the  cantonmeut 
ftom  Colonel  Miles'a  light  with  Sitting  Bull.  Same  day,  field,  staff,  and  band,  Fifth  Infan- 
try, joined  from  the  Department  of  Missonii. 

Ntnemier  h,  1876.— Colonel  Miles,  together  with  15  officers  and  434  enlisted  men  (Campa- 
Dies  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  O,  H,  1,  and  K),  10  citizens,  and  3  Indian  scouU,  proceeded  to  scout 
tbe  country  embmced  iwtweeu  Ibe  MissDDii.  Yellowstone,  Musselshell,  snd  Rodwaler 
Rivers.  Upon  reaching  Fort  Peck,  tbe  com m and  was  divided  up  in  the  following  manner: 
To  Captain  Snyder  he  assigned  Compauies  D,  C,  F,  and  K ;  to  Lieutenant  Baldwin,  Compa- 
nies  (i,  H,  and  I :  retaining  under  bis  own  immediate  superrision  Companies  A,  B,  and  E. 

NoBtmier  18, 1 'fl'6,— Lieutenant  Cusick,  together  with  his  30  men,  of  the  Twenty-second 
Infantry,  tetariied  lo  the  cantonment  from  escorting  train  to  Fort  Pease. 

MONTH   OF   DECEMBER. 

DsentkrIO,  IST6,— Companiee  D,C,F,and  K,  Fiftb  Infantry  (Captain  Snyder),  retnrasd 
lo  cantonment  after  a  march  of  330  miles,  having  scouted  as  far  as  the  Black  Bnttes. 

Dectmitr  12,  I8T6,— Captain  Dickey,  oue  offieef,  and  60  men  (all  of  the  Twenty-eecond  In- 
fantry), escorted  a  train  from  cautonment  with  supplies  to  meel  Colonel  Miles,  coming  in. 

Dteanhtr  14, 1876,— Companies  A,  B,  and  E,  Fifth  Infantry  (under  command  of  Colonel 
Miles),  retumeid  lo  Ihe  cantonment  after  scouting  Squaw  Creek  and  Hasselsbell  Biver 
country,  marching  a  distance  of  508  miles.  At  Fourchette  Creek  Company  B(Captain  Ben- 
nett) made  a  detour  to  Carroll,  rejoining  Colonel  Miles  at  Crooked  Crsek.  Distance  marched 
by  bim  altogether,  558  miles.     Captain  Dickey's  command  returned  to  the  cantonment  tbe 

DttttnbtT  23, 1876.— Companies  0,H,and  I,  Fifth  Infantry  (Llentenant  Baldwin  com- 
roandiug),  retnroad  to  the  caotooment  after  a  march  of  716  milea,  having  acouled  from 
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SqDKw  Creek  to  Kedwftter  Hlver,  uid  thence  to  cantoniueDt.  Killed  one  Indian  tnd  cap- 
turrd  and  detlrored  a  quantity  of  propertr. 

Dietmttr^,  1 8T6.— Companies  E  and  F,  Tirenty-wcond  Infanti?,  mid  D,  Fifth  Inbntrr 
(Caplun  Dickey  commanding),  tcoated  ap  Tongue  Birer. 

Dtetmber 'it^,  I8}6, — Company  K,  Viftii  Infantiy  (Liralenant  Carter  commanding),  fol- 
lowed Captain  Dickfy's  command  np  Tongue  Biver. 

DecembiT  29, 1876.— Cempaniea  A,  C,  and  E,  Fiftb  Infantry  (Colonel  HilcB  commaiiaingS 
'   '    n  an  expedition  against  tlie  Sionz  np  Tongoe  Bitbt  to-day,  OTBrtaking  Dickey'* 


proceeded  on 
and  Carter's 


MOHTH  OF  lAMTARr. 

«  fight  with  Cruy  Hone'e  wanion  id 

Jaaaan  8,  JSi7, — Companies  E  and  F, Twen^-second  InfHitT7,and  Comusica  A,C.I). 
E,  and  K,  Fifth  Infantry  (making  In  all  14  officers  and  300  men),  tagelher  with  10  atiam 
and  5  Indian  sconts,  nndet  Colonel  Miles,  fonght  Craiy  Horse's  namon  (aaUnikted  to  tt 
from  l.SiUO  to  1,500  strong),  for  soven  honn,  dmlnv  them  from  the  field.  Three  eolittej 
men  were  killed  and  fonr  wonnded.    Poor  aqnaws,  4  children,  and  13  ponies  were  captniid. 

Janan  18.  1S77.— ComnaniesA.  C.  D.  E.  and  E.  Fifth  Infantry,  and  E  and  F.  Twenty- 
W  the  cantonment,  haTing-  maiclKd 

MONTH  OF  FEBKUAHT. 

Fstraarf  3,  lt)T7.— Sergeant  Mitchell,  of  Company  I,  ElfUi  In^try,  with  4  non<commii- 
sioned  officers  and  30  pilTalea,  dispatched  ai  an  escort  with  "  diamond  B  "  tTBin  to  Stil 
water,  Mont 

Fttntirji  6,  ISTT.— Sergeant  Jamee  Diebert,  Company  K,  Fifth  Infantry,  witb  S  wm-etm 
missioned  offlcen  and  17  prirates,  dispatched  as  escort  to  the  "  mail  "  g<nng  to  OlendiTe. 

fc^raar^p  14,  1S77.— A  detachment  conilsUng  of  5  officers  and  150  men,  of  tbe  Fifth  Ii' 
fantry  (Captain  Snyder  commanding),  monntad  on  horaee  and  mnles,  sent  to  eeoat  tlw 
eonntry  east  of  Sonday  Creek  and  west  of  Cedar  Creek,  marching  a  distance  of  100  nuks. 

Fciriwry  18,  1877.— Captain  Snyder's  command  retnmed  to  the  cantonment,  m»  did  lik^    i 
wise  the  in^  escort  from  Qlendive,  under  charge  of  Sergeant  Diebert,  CompMiy  K,  FIftk 
Infantry. 

fsinarji  97,  1877. — Companies  A  and  I,  Fifth  Infantry,  together  with  37  men  from  tb 
Twentj-eecond  In&ntry,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Casey,  Fifth  InfcatrT-,  i"  '  '  ' 
as  an  escort  to  a  sapply-trun  going  to  Fort  Boford. 


JNanJt  13,  IB77-—CompanletH andO, Twenty-second Infkntry (Captain Poolaix 
InR)t  joined  cantonment  ttom  camp  on  Qlendlve  Creek,  haying  marebed  103  milea. 

Marck  23,  1877.— Captain  Casey,  Fifth  Infantry,  returned  to-day  to  the  canttmnaent  wilk    I 
his  command  from  escorting  the  tr^n  to  and  from  Fort  Bufbrd,  haTlng  mnrobed  342  mlha 

Martk  39, 1877.— A  detachment  of  2  offioaie  and  M  enllated-men  (Fwh  and  Twtnty-aeeeol 
Infsntry),  Becoad  Llantenant  E.  W.  Casey  commanding,  dispatched  to  Fort  Bafora  u  es- 
cort to  Major  Arthnr,  paymaster. 

MONTH  OF  APBO. 

April  35,  1877.— Companies  O  and  I,  Fifth  Infantry  (Second  Liant.  H.  K.  Bailey,  com-    ' 
manding),  proceeded  to  make  tlie  following  scout,  rii :  np  Bunday  Creek  S6  milea,  thena 


cnpine  Creeks  to  head  of  Big  Forcupinu,  thence  aoatheast  to  the  Yellowstone  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Boeebnd,  thence  east  along  the  Stanley  trail  to  ciDtooment. 

April  30,  1377. — Compames  O  and  H,  Twenty-second  Infantry  (5  officers  and  81  mai), 
Captain  Poole  eommaoding,  ordered  np  Tongne  River  Vallej'  with  supply-truu  for  Cohasl 


MONTH  OF  HAT. 


JVo)  1,  1877.— Companies  B  and  H,  Fifth  Infantry,  and  E  and  F,  Twentyniecond  In&ntry 
(10  omcers  and  155  men),  scouted  up  Tongue  Biver  Valley  62^  miles,  encountering  LanM 
Deer's  band  of  Siotu  and  Che^ennea  (after  crossing  to  the  valley  of  the  Boeebud),  killie; 
ID  warriors,  capturing  450  pomes,  and  destroying  51  tepeee,  M  well  as  some  ponlee.  Lon 
4  men  killed  and  I  omoer  and  6  men  wonnded.  Companies  0  and  H,  Twenty-aeoond  In- 
fantry (Captain  Poole),  p«rtidpated  in  (he  engagement,  as  did  likewise  CompwdMF,a,B, 
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■  6  KUd  I.  Fifth  lufantrv  (Lieutenant  BaileJ  com  man  ding),  re- 
tumej  to  csntontnetit  t'rom  icoul.  having  marched  IX  milea. 

Maf  14,  1877.— Companiea  B  and  H,  Fifth  Infsntry,  and  E,  Twenty-aecond  Inlkntr; 
(Colonel  Miles  coDitDanding],retarned  from  the  Lame  Deer  fi^hl,  havioe  Diaiched  219  miles. 

Mag  17,  I  b77.— Companiea  B,F,G,Bndl,  Fifth  lofantrf ,  were  detached  from  the  canton- 
mrnt  and  mounted  on  the  captured  Indian  ponies,  beiuf;  placed  in  camp  on  the  right  bank 
of  Tongue  River,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Snrder. 

JHflf  32,  1877.— Company  D,  Fifth  Infantry  (Lieutenant  McDonald),  directed  to  escort  a 
■uppij-train  lent  lo  the  asaiBtance  of  Captaiu  Bail's  command,  not  yet  relniDod  from  (be 
Lame  Deer  fight. 

Atflf -23,  18T7,— Company  K,  Fifth  Infantry  (Lienlenant  Carter),  also  dispatclied  as  eacort 
to  the  lupplT'train  deatinad  for  Captun  Ball's  command.  By  the  steamer  .JoGephine  arrived 
the  writer  of  ibii  communication.  Later  in  the  dar  arrived  the  ateamel  Fanchon,  depositing 
at  the  landing  Companies  B,  Q,  H,  and  K,  First  InTantrj  (Major  Lazelle  commanJing). 

JfB|  94,  11^. — The  writer  this  day  assumed  command  of  the  cantonment. 

ATair  27,  1^7.- Haj.  A,  L.  Hough  and  two  companies  of  the  Twenty-second  Inhntty,  I 
and  K,  arrived  from  Glendive  per  steamer  Josephine  and  went  into  camp. 

Maf  2S.  iifn. — Company  Q,  First  Infantry,  dispal*:bed  per  tteamer  Josephine  to  Cedar 
Creek,  lo  establish  a  supply-camp  for  the  Seventh  Cavalry. 

MONTH  OF  JUNE. 

Jnaa  3,  1877.— Company  E,  Twenty-second  Infantry,  diniatched  pet  steamer  Par  West 
to  Cedar  Creek  to  take  poat ;  also,  same  dsr,  Major  Lazelle,  logetbar  with  Companies  B, 
U,  and  K,  First  Infantry,  and  Mq'or  Hough,  together  with  Companiea  I  and  E,  Twenty- 
second  Inlkntry,  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  ganisoo  duty. 

Jw»t  3,  l877.~Company  D  (Lieut.  B.  HcDoiuid)  and  Company  K  (Lieutenaut  Mason 
Carter),  Fifih  Infantry,  returned  to  the  cantonment  from  an  unbucceaafol  attempt  to  convey 
commlasary  stores  to  Captain  Bait's  command  up  Tongue  River,  the  mud  not  admil^ng  of 
the  passage  of  a  bull-train.  Company  B,  Fifth  Inranlry  (mounted].  Captain  Bennett,  also 
rejoined  its  command,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Tongue  River,  going  into  camp  with  Captain 
Snyder'a  battalion  of  mounted  r  ifth  Infantry,  Companies  F,  G,  and  I. 

Sunt  4,  1877. — Battalion  of  Second  Cavalry,  Captain  Ball,  commanding  (Companies  F, 
G,  H,  and  L),  returned  from  scout  up  Tongne  River  (after  Lame  Deer's  band),  going 
into  camp  about  a  mile  irom  cantonment.  Same  day  arrived  from  same  scont  Companiea 
F,  Q,  and  H,  Twenty-second  Infantry,  who  reported  for  duty  at  the  cantonment. 

JtMt  T,  IS77.— Major  Lazelle,  together  with  Companiea  B,  H,  and  K,  First  Infantry, 
I  and  K.  Twenty-second  Infantry,  and  H,  Second  Cavalry,  ordeied  to  try  and  establish  a 
road  along  the  south  side  of  the  Yellowstonu  to  the  Kosebud. 

Jmu  9,  1877.— IjieuL  Col.  Geo.  P.  Bnell  and  2  companies  Eleventh  Infantry  (C  and  F), 
together  with  a  number  of  mechanics,  arrived,  per  steamer  Florence  Heyer,  <■  roatc  to 
bnild  Post  No.  9  on  tha  Bighorn  Bivar.  Some  ponies  rao  off  near  Miles  City  (3^  miles 
below'the  cantonment)  during  the  afternoon.  Captain  Snyder  gave  paranit  with  a  detach- 
tnent  of  the  mounted  battalion  of  infantry. 

Jmu  11,  1877. — Captain  Snyder  and  party  retnmed,  reporting  that  tbe  trail  led  across 
Powder  River. 

Jwu  13,  1877. — Major  Laselte  Tetunwd  lo-daj,  with  the  infantry  portion  of  his  command, 
to  the  cantonment,  the  attempt  to  establish  the  road  having  proved  nnauccessfnl ;  H  Com- 

einy,  Second  Cavalry,  reporting  back  to  Captain  Ball's  command.  Sergeant  Kraeger, 
ompony  G,  Fifth  Infantry,  returned  by  mackinac  boat  from  up  the  Yellowstone,  bring- 
ing with  him  from  Fort  Ellis  five  prisoners,  charged  with  being  deserters  from  the  Fifth  and 
Twenty-second  Infantry. 

J»ui  14,  1877. —Captain  Ewers,  Company  E,  Fifth  Infantry,  with  30  of  his  men  and 
aome  TO  captive  Sioui  aod  Cheyenne  Indians,  started  on  a  Bi^alo-hnnt  to  the  headwaters 
of  the  Porcnpine,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Yellowstone. 

Jhw  15,  1877.— Major  Bartiett,  together  with  Campanies  A  and  H,  Eleventh  Infantry, 
anived  per  steamer  Ashland,  and  were  at  once  placed  on  duty  at  the  cantonment. 

Jvtu  16,  1877.--H^or  Lazelle  dispatched,  by  order  from  headqnarters  Yellowstone  com- 
mand, per  steamer  Ashland,  with  the  following  troops,  to  tbe  mouth  of  Powder  River,  to 
scout  up  the  same  and  through  the  Little  Missouri  Itiver  country,  vii ;  Companies  B,  H, 
and  K,  First  Infantry,  and  F,  G,  H,  I,  and  K,  Twenly-aeceud  Infantrv,  being  joined  at 
Cr<dar  Creek  by  Company  E,  Twenty-second  Infantry,  and  Company  B",  Seventh  Cavalry. 
Same  boat  carried  Colonel  Miles,  Fifth  Infantry,  to  Fort  Buford,  to  confer  with  Oeneral Terry 
in  regard  lo  movements.  LieuL  Casey,  Twenty-second  Infantry,  dispatched  the  same  day 
over  land  with  some  beef-cattle,  escorted  by  25  men  of  the  Second  Cavalry. 

Jttme  IT,  1877.— Just  after  retreat  a  parly  of  possibly  30  or  35  mounted  Indians  made  a 
dash  on  a  little  camp,  consisting  of  Corneal  Miller  and  14  privates  of  the  i^fth  lofisntiy 
and  2  ptivatea  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  wno  were  engaged  in  guarding  a  small  quantity  of 
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Bvcram«nt  trBDsportBUoD  on  the  Dortb  side  of  the  Yellowatonc  which,  owinj  lo  ib«  Ian 
In^  out  of  order,  it  had  been  inipeHible  to  croGa.  The  sffiiir  lulad  pmlMblj'Hiix  j> 
mJDDtes,  tiie  enemr  being  most  btwdsoDiBl}'  repoUed,  the  odIj  aniniaU  eapliupd  being  in ' 
citizen's  pooieg,  whirh  Ihe  Bozemao  mail  paiCy  had  failed  lo  picket  Catnihin.  infurr^ 
soldier  itliehtlj  wouDd^d  in  ibe  calf  of  Ibe  le^.  Compaiiiea  A  and  K,  Fifth  Infaalij,  cno--' 
over  temporarily  to  the  relief  of  Corpoml  Miller's  party. 

Jaiu  J»,  1877.— Al  daylieht  Capt&io  Suyder  crossed  over  tbe  YellovsCone  3  comixnin'.L 
his  moQuted  battalion  (It.  F,  and  G),  lo  form  a  camp  for  tbe  protectioa  of  lbs  field-uuqxi^- 
talion  abont  to  be  aHsembled  tbere,  Ibus  permiltins  tbn  return  to  tbe  cantannMiil  of  C'>b- 
panies  A  and  K,  Fifth  Infantry,  aod  Corporal  Miller  aod  hie  little  party.  Dating tb« tfiH' 
noon  the  25  men  of  t lie  Second  Cavalry  rain roed  from  delivering  the  caUle  alPowdetBi-.t- 
Accidentslty,  the?  eDconnlered  a  party  nf  Indians  who  had  Just  crossed  fram  tbe  oorthvi- 
of  the  Yellowa tone  nith  some  stock  5  miles  above  Powder  River,  who  Bed.  Iravinf*  iati>' 
possession  1 1  ponief,  i  of  whiub  proved  to  be  the  ones  lost  by  the  BoEemaa  mail  pan;. 

JuHt  au,  1877.— Abont  7  o'clock  Company  I,  Seventh  Cavalry  (Capt^  Stmlu.. 
reached  Ihe  north  bank  of  the  Yellowstone,  having  been  detached  as  the  escort  of  Col'* 
Sheridan,  who  wan  to  proceed  lo  Ibe  Little  Bighorn  for  the  purpuoe  of  aecaring  thr  1wdi-< 
of  the  officers  who  fell  in  the  Caster  fight.  Later  in  Ihe  day  Colonel  tiberidan  pasard  u^l:- 
river  oti  tbe  steamer  Fletcher,  being  accompanied  by  Captain  Schwan.  Company  G,  ti'<- 
eulh  Infanlry. 

Jmu  -2],  [^77. — Caplaio  Nowlan  continued  on  his  march  la  tbe  Little  B^homlo  ibfl  . 
Colonel  Sheridan  at  Ibat  point.  Same  day  Lieutenant  Uonssean,  F^flh  Infantry,  left  krf-f.  - 
Bnford.  with  20  men  of  Snyder's  battalion,  on  board  of  Ihe  Florence  Meyer,  to  eacm !'" 
mulea  to  the  cantonment  overland. 

Juat  9i,  1H7T.— Col.  S.  D.  SUirgis,  Ueether  with  Companies  A,  B,  D,  E,  F,  Q,  5,  E.  L,uj 
M,  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  reported  to  be  encamped  on  Sunday  Creek  (north  of  tlHlilkv- 
Btone),  S  miles  distant  from  the  cantonmenL 

/a«<'J3,  1 877.— Corporal  Miller  and  14  enlisted  men  (all  of  the  Fifth  Infantry}  diaputbv 
by  mockinac  boat  to  the  Muitance  of  tha  ataomer  Oaeeola,  wrecked  below  the  nHintkv 
Powder  River. 

jKseS5,  1H77.— C^nain  Helntzalman,  A.  Q.  M.,  cbai^  with  the  conatmetian  o(i1«k 
poit  at  this  place,  readied  here,  with  UOU  mechanict,  per  steamer  Rankin;  tbe  site  IbrthtMe 
(which  is  abont  l-iV  miles  west  from  the  cantonmentj  had  been  previonsly  telCEled  bjColw 
Uites  and  Post  Quartermaster  Randall,  of  the  Fifth  Infantry,  and  Poat  Snrgenn  Tilloa,  ■ 
acoouni  of  il«  being;  the  hifflieat  point  in  the  valley,  drift-wood  having  be«n  diMOTtnil  -i 
the  other  portions,  which  wonld  indicate  that  they  had  been  subject  to  overSow. 

Jbw  !i6.  1>^T.— Steamer  Kate  Kinney  arrived,  having  ou  board  Copt.  Joe.  Conni  u 
Company  B,  Eleventh  Infontry,  who  had  to  go  into  camp  near  cantonment  (or  wantofi  In 
to  carry  then)  on  up  ta  the  Bighorn  River. 

Jinie27,  187T. —Captain  Ewers,  together  with  portion  of  Company  E,  Fifth InfanlTT, bi^ 
captive  Indians,  returned  from  the  hunt,  having  killed  l(K)  antelt^Ma  and  150  boJU«A 
Lieutenant  Forbes,  Fiflh  Infantry,  was  ordered  to  the  north  bank  of  tbe  Yellowstone,  Ujn 
Captain  Snyder's  mounted  battalion. 

June  29,  tS77. — Steamer  Ashland  reached  tbe  cantonment,  having  on  board  Colonel  Miltt  ' 
Fifth  Infanlry,  and  M^or  Arthur,  paymaster,  from  Fort  Bufbrd. 


•  Julf  2.  I S7T.— Com  pan  lea  A  and  H,  Fifib  Infantrv,  were  detachad  from  tha  cantMoti- 
and  ordered  by  headquarters  Yellowstone  commanO  to  tbe  north  bank  of  tbe  Telhxnlffiv. 
to  join  Snyder's  mounted  infantry  bMlali*)n,  being  monnted  onanrplos  cavalry  horaes  umfil 
in  by  the  Beventh  Cavol^.  Same  day  Captwn  Conrud,  together  with  Company  B.  Elenid 
Inranlry,  and  Aasistant  Surgeon  Tesson,  took  tbeir  departure  for  the  Bighorn  on  tbe  riaiac' 
Savannah. 

Julg  4,  lt)77.— Companies  F,0,  and  H,  Second  Cavalry  (Captain  Ball  commaQdiu:)  vm 
dispatched  to  Qlei  dive,  to  make  a  scout  up  Glendive  Creek  and  through  the  Little  Hittec' 
Biver  conntiy.  Major  BriBbin,of  the  same  regiment,  joining  tbem  berore  they  look  tb«i<if' 
poTture  from  the  Yellowstone.  Captain  Norwood's  company.  L,  Second  Cavalry,  renaiDi': 
behind  to  do  guard  duty  in  the  neighborhood  of  tbe  cantonment.  Same  day  Colonel  Uilri 
Flf^b  Infantry,  crossed  tho  river  (together  wllli  25  captive  Indians  as  trailers},  for  tb»  f 
pose  of  scouting  Ihe  country  between  the  Yellowstone  and  Missouri  Rivera  nlti  a  G''- 
dive  to  the  east,  his  command*  consisting  of  Companlea  A,  D,  E.  F,  G,  H,  K,  L,and  ^,!^- 
enth  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  Slurgis.  and  A,  B,  F,  G,  H,and  1,  Fifth  Infanti7,nnderCa(M.:L 
Snvder.  , 

Jaiy  6,  )"77. — Major  Arthur  paid  the  following  troops  at  tbe  cantonment  lo^ay,  ■- 
Companies  C,  D,  E,  and  K.  Fifth  Infantry. 

Jii/jr7,IH7T.— Corporal  Miller  and  guard  of  14  men,  of  the  Fiflh  Infantry,  returned  Unii.' 
per  steamer  General  Meade,  from  tbe  wreck  of  tbe  Osceola. 

n  board  Coli 
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of  Oenenl  Ciuter  and  9  othu  ofScen  killed  id  tin  fif;ht  on  tlw  Little  Bighnm  Jane  SS, 
l«7t). 

Julii  It,  1B77. — The  ^Temment  Rt«Bmer  General  ShermnD  arrived,  hatlDfr  on  board 
the  ol^cers'  families  of  the  Fifth  InfanlrT,  rescued  front  Ibe  ill-fated  Uoo  Clmeron,  To-day, 
by  tele^am  from  headquarteni  Department  of  Dakota,  Captain  Dichej's  battalion  of  lbs 
Twenty-second  Infantry  (Cumpaoieii  £,  F,  B,  H,  I.  and  K^,  was  detached  from  M^or 
I>azelle'4  command,  at  Heotinel  Batles,  near  the  Little  Miasonri  RWer.  and  ordered  tn  pro- 
ceed, via  Fort  Liocoln,  to  their  itation  on  the  lakes.  Same  day.  Major  Arthilr  took  hia 
depanuie  on  the  strainer  Far  West  up  the  rivei  to  pay  the  troops  of  Ibe  Elevuith  Infantry  in 
the  lligboin  reffion. 

.'■'if  13.  m?. — Company  I,  Seventh  Cavalry  (Captain  Nowlan),  retnTned  from  escorting 
Coluucl  Sheridan  in  the  Little  Bighorn  country,  going  Jnlo  camp  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
YellowBtone. 

Jalg  16,  1877. — Steamer  Roiebnd  arrived  abont  fonr  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  having  on 
board  the  Oeneral  commanding  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Qeneral  Sherman,  toi^lher 
with  Colonels  Poe  and  Bacon,  of  his  staff ;  also  OeneTal  Terrr,  department  commander,  '- 


gather  with   Major  Card,  chief  on arlerm aster,  and    Capt.  E.   W.  Smith.  A.    D.  C,  the 

Sarty  having  been  joined  at  Fort  Buford  by  Llentenant  Ponney,  reginental  qaartermaster 
iilh  Infantry,  and  at  Glendive  by  Colonel  Miles.  Fifth  Infantry.  Iii  the  abMncs  of  any 
artillery,  the  party  was  recoived  at  the  landing  by  the  officers  of  the  cantonment,  toother 
with  ihe  band  of  the  Fifth  Infantry,  and  aicortod  to  the  post.  Qeneral  Sherman  alone  of 
the  entire  party  concluded  to  remain  on  shore  during  their  sojourn,  having  accepted  the  hoi- 
pitalily  of  Colonel  Miles.  Same  evenine.  Captain  Snyder,  with  Companies  B,  F.  O,  and  I, 
of  his  mutmled  battalion  of  the  V]tth  Infantry,  reauhod  the  north  bank  of  the  Yellowstone, 
opposite  the  cantcnmeot,  leaving  Companies  A  and  H,  Fifth  Infantry,  with  the  Seventh 
Cavalry,  at  their  camp  on  Sun  lay  Creek.  Captain  Norwood,  with  Company  L,  Second 
Cavalry,  dispatched  to  he^walers  of  the  Yellowstone,  to  serve  as  escort  to  Qeneral  Sher- 
man on  hisjonrne)'  westward. 

JtUg  17,  ii477. — General  Sherman  and  party  spent  the  day  in  ezaminine  the  new  post  In 
coursj  uf  erection  by  Captain  Heintzelman,  asnislant  qoartormaiter,  as  well  as  looking 
around  the  cantonment  generally.  In  the  evening  he  received  the  offiiars  and  tbeir  wives  si 
Colonel  Miles's  qnarters. 

Julg  18.  1877. — At  ten  o'clock  this  morning,  accompanied  by  the  officers  doinjr  duly  tt 
the  cantonment,  I  called  to  pay  my  respects  to  General  Terry,  on  board  of  the  Roiebud. 
Half  past  six  in  the  evening  saw  the  band  and  d  companies  of  tlia  Fifth  Infantry  parade  on 
the  plain  near  the  cautonnienL  The  first  battaliou.  Companies  C,  D,  E,  and  K,  being 
commauded  by  Major  George  Gibson,  the  second  battalion,  mounted  on  Indian  ponies.  Com- 
panies B,  F,  G.  and  I,  commanded  by  Captain  Snyder:  Colonel  Miles,  Fifth  Infantry,  u- 
Huming  command  of  the  whole.  The  review  which  followed  was  preceded  by  qaile  nn  in- 
teresting ceremony,  vii,  the  presentation,  by  General  Sherman  in  person,  of  some  :IU  loodals 
swarded  to  various  enlisted  men  of  the  regiment  who  had  distinguished  themselves  Ihe  pre- 
vious winter  in  several  hard-fought  eugagemeuts  with  hostile  Sioux;  said  men  beio^ 
inarched  "  to  the  front  "  with  the  colors  in  order  to  have  the  "  badges  of  honor  "  affixed  to 
tbeir  breasts.  Ten  o'clock  at  night  saw  Generals  Sherman  and  Terry  lake  tlieir  deijarture, 
with  their  respective  staffs,  for  the  Bighorn  country,  on  board  of  the  Bosebad,  accompa- 
nied by  Major  Bartlelt  and  Companies  A  and  H,  Eleventh  Infantry,  ordered  to  join  Liea- 
teoant-Colonel  Bnell. 

J»t)  'M,  1877.— Caplain  Snyder's  mounted  battalion.  Fifth  Infantry,  Comp«nie*  B,  F,  G, 
and  I,  ordered  to  report  »l  the  cantonment,  for  garrison  duty. 

Jutgi\,  lB77.^CompanieB  A  and  K,  mo  no  ted  infanliy,  detached  from  Colonel  St  agls'l 
command,  and  Ordered  to  report  to  Major  Laielle,  which  they  did  on  the  ti4th  day  of  the 
month.  ' 

Jalg  33,  I8T7.— Major  Arthur  leA  today  for  Fort  Baford  on  the  sleamer  Savannah,  having 
instpaid  Snyder's  mounted  battalion,  Fifth  Infantry.  Same  day  Lieutenant  Carter,  with 
a  detauhmeut  of  30  men,  of  Snyder's  battalion,  escorted  some  beef-cattle  lo  Powder  Rivet 
for  the  one  of  Major  Lizelle'e  command. 

Jnlg  '24,  I8TT.— Jual  at  ■' retreat."  the  steamer  Silver  City  arrived  from  the  Bighorn 
River,  having  on  board  Lientenant-Qeneral  Sheridan,  together  with  the  two  Majors  Forsytb 
of  his  staff,  as  well  as  Colonel  Sackelt.  iDspectot-general,  and  General  Crook  and  his  Maff. 
The  party  were  placed  in  carriages  and  driven  rapidly  to  the  new  post,  that  they  might  be 
able  to  see  the  tame  before  □igbllull.  Upon  the  return  of  General  Sheridan,  he  received 
the  officers  of  the  caolonmentat  Colonel  Hiles's  headquarters  (rather  private  quarters ). after 
which  be  aud  hie  friends  continued  on  down  the  rivei  at  II)  o'clock  at  night,  in  the  Silver 
City,  lo  Fort  Bnford. 

./k/vSe,  1877.— The  Bosebod  retnraed  from  the  Bighorn  River,  having  on  board  Gen- 
eral  1  erry.  Major  Card,  Capt.  E.  W.  Smith,  with  Major  Bartlatt,  Eleventh  Infantry.  After 
paying  informal  visits  lo  the  officers  at  the  cantonment,  tbe  general  and  officers  transferred 
to  tbe  atiwmer  Far  West,  and  contioned  on  down  the  river  the  same  dav. 

Julji  'XI,  1877.  —Lieutenant  Doane.  Second  Cavalry,  and  •  large  number  of  Crow  Indiana. 

arrived  to-d«y  from  the  headwaters  of  the  Porcupine.     Same  day  about  70  of  tbe  waiiion 
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procMdfd  b;  tmit  down  tbe  riTer  to  join  Major  Lsxclle's  cnininuid.  bctii|r  iietomfuuti  \t 
CnplBin  Ileanell  sad  W  picked  men  from  CHptaio  SnTder'i  inoDiit«d  iafvitrr  buialion. 

Julf  2!>,  J8TT.— Soma  60  more  WBrriors  proceeded  down  ttie  river  io  the  iMiner  Fwxix 
to  join  Unjor  Brisbin's  commBod,  Eiti(nii(;  their  war  Boii|;«  and  cEuhing  their  UDUu  Hrr 
went.  At  the  samq  time  the  ateamer  Kef  West  wu  busil;  eni;«ged  in  ferrriDir  icrm  :;- 
Yellowatone  Captaia  Ewer's  cotnpanj-  (E,  Fifth  Itifsntry).  and  a  larg^enumbMiMSiiiiiiu. 
Cbejenne  ladians,  en  roalt  to  the  hesdwaCera  of  Sundaj  Creek,  to  hant  baffaki. 

Julg  -JO,  1877.— Companies  A  and  U,  Fifth  InfaQlrr,  mnnnted.  and  R,  BeT«ntfa  C»iln. 
were  detached  from  Major  Luelle'a  command,  and  ordered  to  report  to  Major  Uristrji  u 
dct;  with  the  Second  Csvairf. 

MONTH  OF  AlIOl-ST.  ■ 

^■^■(l  3,  1877. — yint  Lient.  O.  C.  Doane,  Second  Cavalry,  in  charge  of  Crow  Iniiiw, 
eicorted  by  Fint  Lieat.  C.  C.  l>e  Rudio,  Company  E.  Seventh  Cavalry,  dinpalched  b;  b» 
quarters  Yellowstone  coDimaad  to  Judith  Basin,  to  bnm  the  eriua,  in  Older  to  diiiF  if 
game  farther  westward. 

Aneiiii  \'-i,  1877.— Col.  8.  D.  Stnrpii.  together  with  Companies  F.  G,  H,  I.  L.  sp4  K 
Seventh  Cavalry,  dispalrhed  by  lieadquerlera  Yellowatone  command  to  Clark's  Fori.--. 
the  Upper  Yeltowslone,  for  the  pnrunae  of  preveutinf;  Joseph'!  band  of  Nei  Perc^  btS 
joiniag  Sitting  Bull  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  British  line. 

Aueiut  13.  Jh77.— Post  visited  by  Fir^t  Llent.  8  W.  Groesbeck,  regimental  s^h"" 
Sixth  Infantry,  and  band  from  tbe  same  re^^iment  from  Fort  Bofoid.  Dak.  CaptUD  £■':■. 
together  with  I'J  men  of  Company  K,  Fifth  Infantry,  and  lOi  Indians  from  tbeCaptiVFCu:. 
relumed  Irom  their  bunt  on  tbe  east  branch  of  the  Dry  Fork,  having  killed  aOObofii." 
and  l&U  antelopes  :  briuging  back  with  ihem  350  baffiilo-skioa  for  tepees,  as  well  ai  IIV' 
ponnils  of  dried  meat. 

Atifmit  17,  1877. — Lieutenant Oroe^heck  and  band  retnmed  to  Fort  Baford.  Dak. 

Augutl  21,  1877. — A  supply  train  (dispatched  by  headquarters  Yellowslorke  conmud'i 
meet  Major  Brisbin's  command,  consisting  of  Companies  F,  G,  and  H.  Second  Caisln.  B. 
Seventh  Cavalry,  and  A  and  H,  Filth  Inlaolrj,  mounted  on  cavalry  borsee,  coming  ti:i 
from  a  oconl  in  tbe  Liltle  Missouri  connlry.  by  the  way  of  the  Forks  of  Powder  Rirril  |:~- 
ceeded  up  Tongue  River,  escorled  by  Companies  H.  D,  and  K,  Seventh  Cavalry.  It  it:  f. 
Fifth  Infantry  (mouu(«d),  and  Company  C,  Fifth  Infantry,  on  foot,  commandnl  byU;. 
Kmon  Snyder,  Fifih  Infantry. 

Aagutt  Mb.  lS77.~Lieu tenant  Borden,  toitelher  with  15  men  of  Company  E,  Fifth  low 
try,  dippatched  by  machlnaw  boat  to  Glendive,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  stoiet  Uni.i 
there  by  the  steamer  Western. 

AuguU  31,  IKT?. — Tbe  following  troops  were  miutered  at  the  cantonment,  vli:  Budul 
Companies  D,  E,  G,  1,  and  K.  Fifth  Infantry.    Later  in  day  the  following  corapui*^:'- 

Sorted  at  the  cantonment  from  escorting  the  supply  train  np  Tongae  River,  vis  :  B.  C.iU 
'.Filth  Infantry. 

MOHTB  OF  SepTBMBBR. 

s  F,  O,  and  H,  Second  Cavalry,  A,  B,  D,  and  K,  Sfv* 
LiBVBux,  siiu  A  auu  n,  r  iiiu  infantry  (mounted  on  suiplns  cavalry  horses),  Major  BrAa 
commanding,  arrived  within  four  miles  of  the  cantonment  along  the  right  bank  uf  TubT' 
Elver,  and  went  inli  camp  :  Companies  F.  G.  and  H,  Serond  Cavalry,  and  B,  Sevsnlli  l'i<: 
ftlry,  as  well  as  A  and  H,  Fidh  Infantry,  having  marched  BUO  miles.  Same  day  Uajor  U 
Belle,  lofcether  with  Companies  B,  H,  and  K,  First  Infantry,  arrived  from  tbe  Litll*  JUj 
touri  country,  along  the  south  bank  of  the  Yellowstone,  and  went  into  camp  a  miteve:^ 
the  canton DMnt.  having  marched  1,013  miles,  J 

Stpiembtr '2,  1877. — Companies  A  and  H,  Fifth  Infootry,  were  dismonnted  and  mim 
to  report  to  the  cantonment  for  gnrrisoD  duty.  ' 

SipiimbeT  <i.  1877.- Lieatenant  Romeyn  and  15  men  of  the  Fifth  Infantry  directed  If  t^ 
cort  a  bull-train  of  15  wagons  to  Wolf  Rapids,  to  procure  building  materials  for  tbe  «'' 

SrplrnibeT  12,  1877.— Company  D,  Fifih  Infantry  {Captain  Bristol),  directed  to  «wn  •■ 
traiuofUU  wagons  along  the  soulh  bank  of  the  Yellowstone  to  Wolf  Rapids,  for  the  purpw 
of  bringing  op  stores  left  there  by  a  steamer.  Same  day,  Lientensnt  Borden  and  lb  m" 
returned  Irom  Glendive,  to  which  point  they  hod  been  dispatched  by  mockinsw  boat  dd  l" 
'J^th  of  August  to  protect  stores  deposited  there  by  the  steamer  Western. 

Stpttmbtr  13,  ie77.— Company  B,  Seventh  Cavalry  (Captain  McDougoll},  ordenJ '-' 
cross  ovi  r  to  tbe  north  sido  of  the  Yellowstone. 

SiptenherU,  1877.— Company  H.  Fifth  Infantry  (Lieutenant  Logan  comDiaDdii;\ '' 
diT.-d  to  Marcb  to  Bozeman,  Mont.,  for  tbe  purpose  of  floating  down  oy  mackiQiw  t>«''' 
tbe  cantonment  I60,U(K1  pounds  of  potatoes,  as  well  as  a  quantity  of  onions.  To.day.  I't^- 
pany  K,  Sirventh  Cavalry  (Captain  Hale),  ordered  across  the  river  to  proceed  to  CUroic 
Cuw  Island,  as  an  escort  to  General  Terry's  commission  to  the  British  line,  tor  lbs  pn^-* 
of  holding  a  conference  with  Sitting  Bull.  Lieutenant  Bomeyn  returned  witk  kii  Xi  W* 
of  the  Fifth  Infantry  from  escorting  hull-train  to  and  fiom  Wolf  Btpida. 
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Stflemitr  If),  1877. — Colonel  Hilei  received  inalrQctioni  to  diepatcb  the  three  camp*D<eg 
(F,  G,  and  H)  of  the  Second  CavBlrr  na  escort  (o  General  Terrj,  instead  of  Rale's  coiD- 
panr  of  tbe  Seventh  Carslr;.  They  were  immediatelj  pot  in  motioD  undsr  Captain  Tyler, 
Oaplains  Ball  and  Wheeler  betiif;  Bbseat. 

St/HtmbtT  17,  1877.— Funr  men  of  Companj  E.  Fifih  In&mtry,  toother  with  30  warriori 
and  II  sqnaws  and  children  of  the  captive  Indians,  were  dispatched  to  the  headwaters  of 
Sunda;  Creek  on  a  buffalo  huiU.  A  dispatch  from  General  Howard,  received  bf  Colonel 
Miles  al  six  o'clock  lo  liie  evenioft,  represenling  that  the  Nez  Perc^9  under  Joseph  had  man- 
SRed  to  elude  Colonel  Slurbs  with  the  Seventh  Cavnlry  on  Clark's  Fork,  and  it  was  be- 
lieved were  maklnf;  ior  Sitting;  Bull's  region.  Immediately  orders  were  issued  for  the  fol- 
lowing troop!  to  take  the  S^ld  nuder  lomaiand  of  Colonel  Hilfis  himself,  vis  :  Companies  A 

d  D,  Seventh  Cavalry,  B.  F.  G,  sod  I,  Fifth  Infantry,  mounMd,  and  D  and  K,  Fifth  Id- 

T  as  escort  to  the  wagon-trwn  i  every thioji  1  '       '     .i  .      .     • 

le  before  morning.     'The  whole  beinfr  pot  in 
ilerly  direction  in  the  hope  of  heading  the  Nbe  Perc^  ol 

September  18,  1877. — Company  H,  First  Infantry,  and  Company  B,  Seventh  Cavalry  (Cap- 
tain HcDou^ll),  ordered  to  take  post  al  the  cantonment  for  da>y. 

SepUmberW,  1 877. —Company  C.  Sixth  Jofaoliy  (CapUin  Powell),  reported  ca  rant*  to 
the  biphorn,  eecortiog  Captwu  tianders  and  family  and  a  nnmbiir  of  laundiesses  belonging 
to  the  Eleventh  Infantry. 

Septenlitr  £2,  11:^7,— A  macbinaw  boat  arrived  from  the  Upper  Yellowstone  with  7 
vronnded  men  from  Slurfris's  fight  with  the  Nei  Percys  on  the  13th  instant,  all  of  whom  were 
placed  in  the  hospital  at  this  caulonmeoL 

Sepltmbtr  34,  I  s77.— Companies  G  and  K.  First  Infantry  (Major  Laielle  commandinic), 
OTdcred  to  piocead  to  the  vicinity  of  O'Fallon's  Creek  and  eslahlish  a  ferry  across  the  Yel' 
lowatone  River.  He  was  accompanied  hy  Lieutenant  Kobinson  and  2S  mounted  men  of 
Company  B,  Seventh  Cavalry. 

SipUmbeT  27,  1677.— Lieutenant  Wheeler,  with  9  enlisted  men  of  the  Eleventh  lofuitry. 
Id  charge  of  a  train  of  12  double  wsgous,  arrived  to-day,  being  sn  routt  to  Qlendive  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  back  to  the  Bighorn  poet  needed  supplies. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  foregoing  report  (brought  down  by  me  to  the  last  day  of  Sep- 
tember, Ii^?),  I  would  beg  leave  to  state  that  inasmuch  as  many  of  the  movements  noted 
originated  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Yellowstone  command  (having  been  made  in  connec- 
'  h  troopa  drawn  by  Colonel  Uilea  from  those  already  in  the  Geld),  it  would  hare  been 


eiceedingly  difficult  for  me  to  have  supplied  as  much  subject  matter  as  1  have  done  had  I 
not  rortnuBtely  kept  a  personal  diary  of  each  day's  events  for  my  own  ui 
I  have  tbe  boDor  to  De,  colonel,  very  raipectfully,  your  obedient  serva 


GEO.  GIBSON, 
Mvjor  Fifth  lafaatrf,  Commanding  Cantonment, 

The  AflSIST.tNT   ADiUTAHT-QENEBAL. 

Departrntnt  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  tfimt. 

P.  S. — I  take  the  liberty  of  ioclosing  a  photograph  of  the  map  of  Major  Lsielle's  scoul 
through  the  Little  Missouri  River  country,  presuming,  of  course,  thai  tbe  report  of  bis  oper- 
Klions  has  been  duly  forwarded  throogb  district  headquarters  to  headquarters  Department  of 
Dakota. 


MISSOULA  POST. 

BBADxVARTEItS  PnST  NEAR  MlSStlULA,  MUNT., 

SepUmher-M,  1877. 

Sin:  In  compliance  with  ctrc.nlar -letter  from  headquarters  Department  of  Dakota,  dated 
September  12,  1877.  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  foHowin|;  n-port : 

In  obedience  to  Orders  No.  3  from  headquartars  Uistiict  of  Honlaua,  of  June  6,  1877,  I, 
on  June  9,  1877,  Wit  Furt  Shaw.  Mont.,  in  comniatid  of  Companies  A  and  1,  Seventh  In- 
fantry,«  route  for  Missoula,  Honl.,  at  which  place  a  new  post  was  to  he  established.  My 
company  (IJ  was  intended  to  compose  the  rcfpi I ar  garrison,  the  other  one  to  aseisl  In  the 
erection  of  quarters,  Ac;  after  a  march  of  217  miles  over  a  well-traversed  wagoo-road, 
leached  tha  station  June  26,  1877. 

Immediately  slier  my  arrival  here  the  work  of  building  the  post  commenced,  and  con- 
sidering the  few  men  of  the  troopn  who  contd  render  any  assistance  as  mechanics,  and  tbe 
fiict  that  the  necessary  lumber  had  to  he  procured  several  miles  from  the  garrison,  then  only 
in  such  quantities  as  a  imall  saw-mill  could  cut  it,  logetfacr  with  other  causes  which  will  be 
^ven  hereafter  in  this  communicalion,  the  work  of  erection  hat  progressed  as  rapidly  ai 
Goold  under  the  cireumstancrs  be  expected. 

Information  having  reachtd  me  that  the  hostile  Nei  Petc£  Indiana  were  coming  in  this 
direction,  via  Lo  Lo  Pasa.  Second  Lieut.  Francis  Woodbridge,  Seventh  Jnlantry.  with  four 
eolfated  men,  was  directed  to  more  that  way  for  the  purpose  of  rccounblteritig  tbe  move- 
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tneota  ol  the  enemr  and  reporting  'Mr  approacli.  He  (Lienteiutit  Wi>odbrii]ge)mDd  putj 
left  iitn  oil  thr  mb  of  July,  and  baviog  «aii«d  until  the  3Ut  of  Jolr  witboat  tscaiTing 
■07  lDiplliK«nce  frofn  him  In  teguri  U>  the  Indian*,  I,  on  that  date,  ordered  tint  Limit.  C. 
A.  Coolidge.  to  prwred  to  the  pata  and  penetrale  U  far  throojcb  it  aa  beprodenllT  mold, 
Imnithing  tut  with  any  news  or  moment  which  mi^bt  come  to  bis  koowledj^  He  waa  ac- 
companied by  ono  soldier  and  a  small  partj  of  cilizen  Tolunteei*.  On  the  Xid  be  came  ap 
■tilb  Lienleiiant  Woodbiid)^  and  pany.  who  waa  relnroing  tovord  UiSBonla,  haTin|[  acoDtrd 
tbeLoLoaa  far  aa  Clnrwaier.  On  that  daj  a  baif-breed,  who  bad  becD  a  piiaouer  in  the 
Nei  Perc^  can>p,  bnt  who  managed  to  escape  therefrom,  can|[ht  np  with  tbe  deUcbnwDt  in 
tliepass  and  ^are  iafarmaliDO  m  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  Indians  and  tbe  ronlatbey  wen 
to  travel.  Lietilenant  Woodbridge  dlapatc^hed  a  courier  to  me  with  the  news,  whicfa  I  received 
on  the  lame  day.  The  (ruth  of  tbis  report  waa  soon  mada  manifest,  and  spmd  anch 
alarm  In  tbe  Bitter  Root  Vallr  J  that  comi»ni«a  were  orKaniied  to  repel  tba  Indiani.  The 
people  iif  Hluoula  also  formed  volunteer  asaocialiong  for  the  porpose  of  protecting  Ibem- 

The  eicilemeul  Increaainr,  I,  nn  the  33th  of  Jul;  with  every  available  man  that  coald 
possibly  be  spared,  proceeded  10  Lo  Lo,  intrenched  my  command  in  what  I  coiuiiered  the 
most  defensible  and  least  paslly  flanked  part  of  the  canon  between  tbe  Indians  and  Bitto' 
Uool  Valley.  This  waa  about  eight  milrs  from  the  month  of  tbe  canon,  and  two  miles  from 
otmp  of  busllles.  Uy  intention!  were  with  my  force  (5  commissioned  officera  an d  30  en- 
Haled  men),  and  assisted  by  ihe  citizen  volnnteeta,  to  campel  the  Indians  10  sumnder  their 
arms  and  ammnniliou,  and  to  dispole  their  passage  by  force  of  arms  into  Bitter  Root  Val- 
ley. 

On  tbe  2Tth  of  Jnly,  I  had  a  Ulk  with  Chiefs  Joaepb.  While  Krd,  and  Lookiof;  GIuk. 
who  propoeed,  if  allowed  to  pass  aiimold'ted,  to  uarcb  peaceably  thronj^h  tbe  Bitter  Root 
Valley,  but  I  refuted  to  allow  tbem  to  pass  nnleis  they  complied  wiib  my  stipulaliona  as  lo 
tbe  surrender  of  Ibcir  arms.  For  tbe  purpose  of  gDiaiag  Ume  for  Oener^  Howard'a  forces 
to  gel  up,  aud  for  General  Olbbon  to  arrive  from  Sbaw,  I  appoiuled  a  meeUuK  for  tbe  :Mih 
wiib  Loiikinii;  Olau,  accompanied  by  one  Indian,  and  myself  by  Delaware  Jim  (interpreter), 
Ihe  meeting  to  take  place  in  open  prairie,  and  not  within  range  of  the  rifles  of  their  wbt^ 


The  meeting  waa  had  accordingly,  bnt  I  submitted  to  him  ihe  aame  conditions  aa  before, 
to  wit,  that  it  they  wished  to  enter  the  valley  the;  must  disarm  and  dismount,  flnrrendering 
all  slock.  Looking  Glaus  said  be  would  talk  (o  his  people,  aud  would  tell  me  what  ibey 
said  at  9  ft,  m.  tbe  neit  day.  Dislrusling  him,  I  would  not  agree  lo  thai  hour,  but  proposed 
12  m.  Wb  separated  without  agreeOieuL  Nolhiug  satisfactory  having  resulted  from  tbe 
conference,  I  returned  to  the  breastworks,  ezpectinif  to  be  attacked,  lu  the  mean  time  that 
of  the  volunteer!  (acme  l(K)  or  more)  who  represented  Bitter  Root  Valley,  bearing 


that  Ihe  Kex  Percys  promiaed  to  pass  peaceably  through  it,  determined  ihat: 
ily  on  their  part  should  provoke  tbe  ■    '-        -  '     - 


uld  provoke  tbe  Indians  to  a  contrary  measure,  and  without  leave  lett 


On  tl.e  ^t^'h  the  Indians  moved  from  the  canon  to  the  hills,  aacendiug  the  sides  oDe-half 
mile  in  my  front,  passed  my  flank,  and  went  into  the  Bitler  Root  Tatiey.  As  eoonaa  I 
found  they  were  piusing  around  me,  and  hearing  that  Ibey  had  atlacked  a  rearguard  I  had 
ealablisbed  to  prevent  drsert  ons,  I  abandoned  the  breaatworka,  formed  ikirmisb  TlDea  acros* 
the  cauon  with  my  regulars  and  such  of  the  volnnteers  as  I  coold  control,  and  advanced  in 
the  direction  the  Indian*  had  gone.  They  did  not  aocepi  a  lighl,  but  retreated  again  into 
Biller  R<iot  At  tbe  mouth  uf  Lo  Lo,  and  before  reaching  it,  all  the  volunteers  bad  left 
me  bnt  a  dozen  or  twenty  Missoula  men,  and  I  was  obliged  10  return  to  tbtt  posL  Soine  of 
the  people  atSieveusville  and  at  Corvallia  traded  with  these  Indians  for  ereiything  they  de- 
aired,  whisky  included  (in  one  caae  ammunition). 

The  garrison  was  increaaed  by  the  arrival  on  July  39,  1S77,  from  Fort  Ellis,  of  Com- 
pany G,  Sevt-nlb  Infanlry, 

On  the  4lh  of  August,  Cnmpinies  A,  G,  and  I  (the  Iroops  at  this  post)  marched,  to- 
gether with  D,  F,  and  K  Companies,  under  command  of  Col,  John  Gibbon,  Seventh  In- 
fantry, iu  pursuit  of  the  Nex  Percys,  who  were  repotted  aa  having  paaaed  tbroogb  Bitter 
Root  Valley  in  Che  direction  of  Big  Hole,  Monc  On  tbe  evening  of  the  Ulh,  intelligence  was 
received  that  tbe  Indiana  were  camped  within  aeven  miles  on  a  branch  of  tbe  Big  Bole. 
Tbe  commaud  was  halted,  and  trains  corrated,  orders  being  lssn<-d  forhidding  all  fires,  and 
requiring  the  conjmand  to  be  in  readiness  in  lightest  marching  order  lo  marcb  at  11  p.m. 
The  command  started  at  that  hanr  all  on  foot,  and  proceeded  Dy  tbe  Kea  Percys  trail  to  a 
point  overlooking  the  Indian  camp,  arriving  about  1  a.  m.,  and,  deploying  aa  skirmisbas 
ftlong  the  trail,  sat  down  to  wait  tor  daylight. 

On  the  morning  of  tbe  Ulb.  some  portion  of  the  troops  becoming  engaeed,  the  whole  line 
were  ordered  lo  charge  the  village,  and  did  so  in  good  style,  despite  Uie  difficult  ground 
(swampy  aud  full  of  brush)  they  were  obliged  to  cbarge  over.  I  refrain  from  given  a  minute 
description  of  ihe  Bght.aa  General  Gibbon  has,  I  presume,  done  so  before  now,  but  l^ma- 
not  but  express  the  highest  praise  of  tbe  bravery  and  coolness  of  the  meiu  Having  the 
whole  line  under  my  eye,  I  did  not  see  a  siugla  man  hesitate  or  fa!ter,  the  principal  diffi- 
culty being  to  restrain  their  ardor  and  s ="— 
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I  do  not  lappoM  it  is  necMMrj  la  ffirt  tho  oamei  of  the  enUited  men  who  were  killed  or 
wonnded  io  tbe  figbt,  ai  thrar  DKoies  ht,v«  long  before  thU  been  fnmiBhed  department  bead- 
qnarlen.     The  cunaliiea  amooK  that  portioa  of  mj  commanil  ware  as  foltoirs . 
Companj  A  : 

Killed  in  action I 

Wonnded * 

Company  G  i 

Killed  in  action 6 

Wonnded 4 

Companj'  I : 

Killed  in  action -. 3 

Wonnded 4 

Detftebment  Second  CaTalrj,  attached  lo  Compaujr  G : 

Killed  in  action 1 

Woanded 1 

Capt,  William  Logan,  commanding  Company  A.  Seventh  I nftntrj, killed  in  action; 
Firat  Lieut,  William  L  Eni[Uah  (1).  Seventh  lofantrr,  died  or  noand*  received  in  sc> 
tion;  and  Firat  Lieut.C.  A.  CooUdge  (A),  Seventh  Infaatr;,  seTerelj  vrauadad,  were 
the  only  casnaltiet  aoiung  the  cammisiioned  officers  wbo  beloDged  to  this  poit. 

The  distance  froni  here  to  the  Big  Mole  in  abint  I-JI  miles. 

The  colamn  nnder  commaDd  ol  Colonel  Uilibon  on  tba  IStb  marched  toward  Deer  Lodge, 
95  miles.  At  this  point  such  of  the  wonndH  ai  were  nnahia  tn  travel  were  placed,  in  Snint 
Joseph's  Bospitat,  nnder  the  care  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity.  Company  D  was  ordered  tn 
return  with  the  other  companies  (A,  U,  tlnd  1]  to  Mijsonla,  where  all  arrived  on  the  21st  of 
August,  after  a  march  of  95  miles. 

These  four  compsoies  have  bran  stationed  here  lioce,  and  in  addition  to  the  regular  mili- 
tary duties  bave  rendered  such  asaistanca  as  was  necessirj  in  the  buildin?  of  the  post.  Tbe 
officers'  qnarCers  and  tbe  company  qaarters  are  under  good  headway,  and  the  commiesarr  and 

Suarlermasler  slore-bonse  has  already  been  nsed  for  storing  mppliee.  A  large  cellar  is  being 
ng  for  tbe  purpose  of  preserving  sncb  articles  of  sab^isteace  stores  as  might  be  injured  by 
iMiag  frozen.  A  corral  bas  heen  partly  completed.  In  fiict,  considering  ihe  bardshipi  tho 
troops  have  undergone,  the  Indian  campilgns,  and  the  skeleton  strength  of  tbe  companies,  I 
Km  well  pleased  with  the  progress  made  in  Ihe  conslruclion  of  the  new  post. 

Oo  the  19th  of  September,  under  instrnctinna  from  district  commander,  CapL  G.  L. 
Browning,  with  fuur  enlisted  men,  was  ordered  lo  proceed  to  Stevensville,  about  30  miles 
from  here,  lo  arrest  a  Sex  Percys  chief  named  Perische.  who  is  now  a  prisoner  at  the  post. 

The  arrival  of  this  chief  increased  the  number  of  Indian  prisoners  to  fonr,  one  of  whom, 
Amos,  was  seized  at  the  Lo  Lo ;  the  other  two  were  captured  by  Lieutenants  Jones  and 
Bloom,  Fourth  Artillery,  in  tbe  past,  and  are  supposed  to  have  been  in  the  Big  Hole  Ggbt. 

A  detachment  of  one  commissioned  officer,  Second  Lieut.  J.  T.  Van  Orsdale,  Seventh 
Infantry,  and  six  enlisted  men  of  the  command  left  tbe  post  on  September  SU  for  the  hatlle- 
Rald  of  the  Big  Hole,  with  instructions  to  reinter  the  bailies  of  their  comrades  who  had  fallen 
in  (bat  figbt,  as  information  was  received  that  several  of  (he  graves  were  opened,  and  the 
bodies  buried  therein  dragged  lo  tbe  surface  by  bean  and  other  animals.  See  report  of  Lleat. 
Van  Orsdale  inclosed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  C,  RAWN, 
CaptsJa  Stventk  Infantry,  Conimanding  Pott. 
Assistant  Ad^otaht-Oekeral, 

DtparinttBl  of  Dakota,  .Saint  Paml,  Minn. 


Deer  Lodge,  Uont., 

SiptembtrSa,  }877. 

Sir:  I  bave  the  honor  (o  report  that,   in  compliance  with  post  order  No.  f>4,  dated  llead- 

quarters.  post  near  Hissoala,  Uont.,  September  Itf,  1877,  I  left  said  post  with   parCj  of 

eight  enlisted  men  on  tbe  morning  of  Ihe  20th,  and  proceeded  via  Deer  Lodge  lo  tbe  battle- 

"  ^d  of  the  Bighorn,  for  the  Dnrpose  of  reburving  the  dead,  dec.     I  found  that  some  14, 

duding  Captain  Logan  and  Lieutenant  Bradley,  had  been  disinterred  ;  tba  officara  had 


field  of  the  Bighorn,  for  the  Dnrpose  of  reburving  the  dead,  dec.  I  found  that  some  14, 
including  Captain  Logan  and  Lieutenant  Bradley,  had  been  disinterred  ;  tba  officara  had 
been  scalped,  showiug  that  Indians  as  well  as  wolves  and  other  animals  bad  been  at  work 
at  tba  dead.  1  reburied  the  same,  with  (be  eiceptioo  of  Captain  Logan,  whose  remains  I 
brought  to  this  place  and  deposited  in  tho  cemetery  for  the  Ume  being.  I  examined  tbe 
field  tboioughly  with  a  view  uf  Ending  out  if  possible  Ihe  number  of  Indians  killed,  and 
determined  the  presence  of  more  than  80  scattered  from  a  point  one  mile  below  wliere  tbe 
lower  end  of  their  camp  roated  at  the  time  of  the  battle,  to  a  point  opposite  Uie  riSe-pits  con- 


550         BEPOBT  OF  THE  8ECBETABT  OP  WAS. 

■tmcW  by  troops,  s  tnt«1  distBDce  of  nekrljODe  and  one-lialf  miln.     Skid  nonibvr  indudei 
lbo*«  Tiiible  or  putially  lo. 
1  relnmed  to  Dmi  Lodjte  in  tbree  dsyi,  a  dlilanee  of  85  miln- 
1  am,  air,  toij  reipectfntlj,  yoor  obedient  tervant. 


BIOHOBN  POST,  MONT. 

Headquarter E  Bighorn  Post,  Moht^ 

Otloier2*.  1077. 

Sir  :  In  reptj  lo  jour  circular  Irtter  of  Saptvmbei  12,  1877,  received  October  9,  ISTT,  I 
bkve  tlie  honor  to  Hubmit  ibe  fallowiue: 

I  left  Chevrane  annc;,  Ddk.,  April  33,  i>tn,  witb  Companiea  C,  F,  and  G,  Blefrnlk 
InfantTT.  and  proceeded  lo  Fort  A..  Liiicolii.  Dak.,  in  compliiuice  witb  eitraet  6.  Speciil 
Order*  Ko.  46,  current  eerie*,  depaitment  beadanarlen,  and  ws>  joined  at  that  place  hf  Coin- 
panies  A,  B,  end  H,  from  Standing  Rock.  Dak.,  and  b;  M^.  C.  0,  Bartlelt,  KlereDlb  lu- 
lantrj.  Tbe  battalion  beinf(  iinder  order*  for  field  ntviee.  Special  Order*  Nd.  &7,  eilrect  1. 
carrent  series,  department  headqnarleTB,  modiGed  inj  ordeiv  and  directed  me  to  proceed  iritt 
four  cornpaniei  and  eetablinh  a  post  on  tbe  Bighorn  River,  'detacbing  Maj'n  Bartlelt  will 
two  companiea  to  report  to  Colonel  Miles,  on  mj  aiiival  al  Ton^e  Biver,  Mont. 

PunuBUt  (o  (hie  order  I  iett  Biamarck,  Dak..  May  15,  lt^7,  witb  Companie*  C  and  F, 
m;  quartermaater,  and  100  mecbamcs.  on  board  tbe  eteimeT  Floreoce  Mejer.  Major  BarileU 
and  CompBDiee  A  and  B  were  to  follow  on  the  Dukbd.  Bad  Captain  Scbwan  with  Campanin 

0  and  H  on  the  Raukin.  Companies  A  and  H  had  been  desfgnsted  as  the  one*  to  sUif  U 
ToDKue  River. 

Alter  a  loug  trip,  owinK  lo  the  incapasity  of  the  boat  to  alem  (he  cnrrent  in  the  Telldw- 
etODe  and  Missouri  river*,  I  arrived  oppoaite  the  moulh  of  the  Big  Porenpine  Creek,  on  itit 
Yellowitone  Biver,  Jnne  14,  ldT7. 

Here  the  Florence  Me;er  blew  ont  her  cjlinder-bead  and  wae  nnablo  to  procefd  farther. 

1  unloaded  tbe  boat,  and  Iheo,  wilb  a  few  neceeear;  etoree,  raUons,  nij  mecbanices,  and  aooH 
40  euliBled  men,  and  my  oz-trsin  of  35  wagons,  pubed  forward  to  the  place  selected  bj  ibr 
department  commander  for  the  new  po*L  I  crosand  my  train,  &c.,  over  tbe  YellowatoDe  bj 
means  of  a  mackiuaw  boat,  and  came  on  up  the  BlKhoru  River,  arTivIng  June  93.  AflK 
examining  (be  country  in  every  direction  I  came  to  the  conclneion  that  uo  fit  aile  fur  a  peit 
was  lo  be  fonnd  on  (he  1er[  bank  of  the  Bighorn,  so  I  determined  to  boild  on  tbe  rtKbl 
bank,  and  aelected  tbe  site  on  a  plateau  eome  600  yards  above  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Big- 
huTD.    My  action  in  thi*  matter  hai  been  approved  by  the  department  commander. 

I  crossed  my  command  over  the  Bighorn  River  June  33,  and  by  tbe  evenlDK  of  the  30i 
had  my  camp  fortified,  and  had  built  [wo  warehoueee  2'H  feet  Iodk  by  15  feet  wide,  and  had 
Bome  640  logs  cut,  a  boom  built,  and  the  bed  of  the  ■aw-mill  all  ready.  I  had  now  to  wait 
for  my  law-mill, 

On  July  7,  the  aleemei  Fletcher,  with  Company  G,  Eleventh  Inlantry,  my  •aw-mill,  ind 
aome  50  (ons  of  snppliee  reached  tbe  landing,  beiiii^  tbe  first  boat  up  the  Bighorn  Ibis  j(ar> 

My  cuuimand  at  that  dale  was  scattered  as  follows :  Company  U  and  part  of  Cooiudt 
F,  Eleveatb  Infantry,  100  mechanic*,  and  one  *aw-mill,  at  the  poet ;  Company  C,  Elev- 
enth InrsDlry,  wilhthe  freigbtof  the  Ftarenee  Meyer,  at  Big  Porcupine  Creek,  some  90  miki 
from  here  ;  Company  B,  Eleventh  lofantry,  witb  lOO  mechanica  and  my  other  saw -mill,  be- 
low Tan  eue  River,  repon  a  having  reached  Die  (bat  the  boat  on  which  they  were  (ibeDugao) 
was  disabled. 

I  gat  my  saw-mill  up  and  at  once  commenced  work,  at  the  same  lime  sending  parlies  up 
the  Little  Bighorn  River  to  cut  trees,  roll  tbe  ions  into  the  water,  and  fioat  them  to  tbe  poiL 

In  tbe  latter  part  of  July  a  sudden  rise  in  the  Little  Bighorn  cariied  away  tbe  boom, 
and  all  tbe  loga  Ibpn  in  tbe  river  were  of  course  fioated  off.  Thia  cansed  a  very  aenoui 
delHy,  as  the  river  fell  so  rapidly  that  1  bad  to  build  dams,  and  by  their  help  float  in  my 
drive*.  IL  will  probably  bu  necessary  (o  get  50,000  or  100,000  feet  of  pine  (imber  from  tb« 
mountain*  duiing  the  winter,  by  mean*  of  my  transportation.  Like  (he  Southern  Con Fede- 
racy,  if  let  alone,  I  believe  I  can  have  a  linisbed  post  by  nexl  May  without  calling  lai  ** 
additional  appropriation.  My  command  will  be  all  c^infortahly  located  in  banackl  and 
quarters  twrnre  ihe  1st  of  December.  Tbe  report  of  the  quartermaster,  inclosed  benmidi. 
will  show  ynn  how  the  ron*lmction-wark  stands  at  presenL 

1  al*a  inclose  communicatioa  from  the  commanding  officer  Second  Cavalry,  showiaf;  tba 


OENEBiX  OF  THB  ABHT. 


551 


[nsrch  of  bU  batttlion  wbile  in  the  departmeul,  aad  would  ■Im  ioTila  atleDtion  to  mj 
rrporu  of  June  14, 17,  Julf  5,27,  and  Auf^uBt  14,  regarding  the  work  at  tbia  peat. 
Very  reapectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

GEO.  P.  BUELL, 
LitKltnant-Colmtl  Eltventh  Infantry,  Cammandiag  Pott. 
Assistant  Aemutadt-Oenrral. 

DtfHmnt  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paul.TUinn, 


Headqitakters  Sbuond  United  States  Uavalrv, 
BiBHDHN  Post,  Hokt.. 

OclobiT  6, 1677. 
Sir  :  Refeiring  to  a  copy  of  instnictione  froni  departmeat  heiidqaartBre,  ralative  lo  lb« 
opcTstiniu  of  troops  within  the  departmeut  during  tha  pant  year,  I  have  the  haiior  to  slate 
Iriat  n  battalion  of  the  Second  Cavalry  has  been  serving  here  darinf^  the  whole  time,  con- 
risiiog  of  Companies  F,  O.  H,  and  L-  1  helii  ve  ihese  compaaiee  have  borne  an  honorable 
ibare  in  the  military  operations  which  have  been  carried  an  against  hostile  Indians,  seTsral 
of  [be  men  having  bMD  killed  and  Lieutenant  Fuller  and  several  men  wounded. 

I  h'ft  Mrdicine  Row,  Wyo..  on  tbe  tith  of  September  last,  with  the  hesdquartera  and  Com- 
patiiFfi  A,  B,  D,  E,  I,  and  K,  and  pasBintr  thronifh  ForU  Felterman  and  McKianey,  on 
reaching  lbs  heodwatera  of  Tangiie  kiver,  on  the  24th  ultima,  sent  Major  Baker  dawn  that 
■trpam  with  Companies  B,  E,  and  I,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  Military  Di- 
Tisina  of  the  Minsouri.  I  reached  this  post  on  tha  JOtb  of  September. 

Companies  C  and  M  have  been   ordeied  to  this  department  from  Che  Department  of  the 
FUite.  but  I  SOI  nnable  to  give  any  infurmiiion  in  regard  to  them.     Company  A  hoi  been 
luigDf^l  to  duly  nt  Tonitne  River  Barracks  and  will  «oop  leave  for  that  post. 
1  am  yours,  very  respectfully, 

A.  0.  BBACKETT. 
LitHftHaM-ColoBtl  Stcotid  Cacniry,  Coraina»diug  Rtgimtnt. 

LiEOT,  Hehry  Tipfant, 

EUceaUi  IffaMrg,  Poll  Adjutant, 


IlEADQtiARTBns  Second  Ubite»  Status  Cavalrv. 

BlOHOHH  PotIT,  MilNT., 

Ottebtr  15, 1877. 
imiE  the  following  list  of  casnaltie*  in  the  Second  Cavalry, 
l.lJiT?; 


Namo. 

Rank. 

c. 

Dalo. 

Remarkik 

PrukOI     k      M 

Prt  taa 

r. 
n. 

H. 
F. 

P'. 
O. 

...do  ... 

.;|?ft<!^^«!!;:::; 

'.V//..ao'".'".'.'.'.'.'.".'.'.. 

do 

Kllkd. 

c'CSK;,.;:::;::. 

'.'.'.'.Ho'."'.'.".'.'.'.'.'.'. 

^■. 

8««Dd  Keoteoanl 

*»,C.O.iii« 

...do... 
...do... 

...do... 

.-do... 
...dn  ... 

11!  do.;; 

do 

do 

do 

BliHoloB^j^MVnV:; 
CamaiPraina,  Idaho... 
do 

K',SS,ii::: 

-..do 

....do 

CdwwdPaca 

H™rj»l,B.n»n.... 
«-i>ry  WllUnl 

Finl  llentaBaat*.. 
Ktnt  lerBiiant 

Killeil 
Wooadifd. 

Woiinded  Hverolr. 
Wooadtd  p»rl»Uy. 

:jJ0.».IA,Olai." 

rz;?*^"* 

...do 

.:::::S::::;-:::::i::::' 

Do. 

■Attocbed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  lervant. 


I  Google 
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FORT  ELLIS. 

Hbadquartmis  Fokt  Elus,  Hon'., 

Odtktr  S6.  I(^. 

Srn :  Yoor  Mtcr  dated  tleadqaartara  Dcputmnit  of  DskoU.  September  13,  Ifn.  wa» 
larDcd  ever  to  me  b;  tbe  temporarj  poit-commiulder  Ckpl*  D.  W.  BcDham,  mud  wobIiI 
have  bepn  eDswered  soouer  bat  for  the  pTMi  of  bnuDBu  in  mj  office,  getting  off  the  po- 
tato fleet  lo  ToDgiie  River  and  other  malten. 

Tlie  pH»t  jear  has  been  one  of  great  activity  for  the  troopi  at  tbii  poet,  and  both  officen 
and  mrn  have  beeo  conitaDtl7  employed  with  Indian!  and  in  the  prrparadoa  for  cam- 
paisne. 

On  (he  IFJlh  of  October,  m6,  I  retamed  to  tbis  poet,  bringing  with  on  163  recmiti  mi 
1t>5  horHei  for  tbe  cavalry.  Tbe  lecrnits  and  aiiiinaU  were  at  onee  aiaignad  to  oompaniea, 
and  thr  work  of  setting  np  the  men  and  training  the  horeei  began. 

EierciKee  were  had  almost  daily  nntil  late  in  the  seasfn.  and  by  January  tbe  men  were 
pretty  well  up  in  tbe  school  of  tbe  soldier,  company  and  battHlion  drill.  Target-practice  and 
drilln  were  nlien  bnld  In  extremely  cold  weather,  becaase  I  believed  the  servicea  of  tbe  bat- 
talion would  be  required  early  in  the  spring,  and  because  aoldien  ihoald  be  taugbt  to  ride 
and  ehciot  nt  all  aesaoni  of  Ibn  year. 

On  Ihe  Ufith  December,  1(76,  tbe  agent  of  the  Flathead  Indiaot  having  called  on  thii 
poet  for  a  detachment  of  cavalry  to  protect  himself  and  the  properly  at  agency  from  tbe 
violence  of  the  Indians,  the  troops  were  sent,  but  at  the  same  time  on  my  recommendation 
Captain  Ball.  Second  Cavalry,  was  ordeied  by  Gereral  Gibbon  to  Hissonla  to  investigate  af- 
faire there  and  report  upon  the  necessily  of  keeping  troops  at  Flalbead.  I  ascertained  tbe 
agent  was  to  blame  more  than  the  Indians,  and  i  at  once  recommended  his  removal  by  the 
deparlnienl.  which  was  done,  and  there  bax  been  no  trouble  since  at  tbe  agency. 

On  the  ^7tfa  of  January,  m77.  LienL  O.  C.  Doane.  Second  Cavalry,  reported  back  from 
an  attempted  exploration  of  the  Snake  River.  He  bad  been  absent  from  the  post  since  Oc- 
tober T.  I^G,  and  his  eipedilion  was  a  fiulnra,  having  lost  his  boat,  a  number  of  borses  and 
mules,  and  came  near  starving  lo  death  in  the  mountains.  The  expedition  started  too  late 
in  the  feanon,  was  III  advised  and  undertaken  against  my  wishes  in  the  matter ;  still,  I  was 
sorry  lo  tee  it  not  succeed. 

On  tbe  3d  of  March,  1977,  a  large  force  of  Sionx  Indians  was  reported  approacfaing  the 
Crow  agency.  Tbe  Crows  at  once  Bed  up  the  valley  of  tbe  Yellowstone,  and  I  sent  Cap- 
tain Tyler  with  F  and  G  Companies.  Beeond  Cavalry,  to  protect  the  agency.  Tbe  marcb 
was  a  hiird  one,  and  most  of  the  officers  and  many  of  the  men  were  rendered  snow  blind. 
After  incredible  toil  and  Ibn  endurance  of  every  hardship,  Captain  Tyler  reached  tbe  agency 
and  took  pope.  He  had  traveled  in  the  dead  of  winter  over  nigh  mountains,  throof  h  deep 
snow,  a  diHtanee  of  110  miles,  shoveling  tbe  road  most  of  the  way  to  get  bis  train  along. 

On  tho'i5lb  of  March,  DOT,  nuder  orders  from  the  department  commander.  I  led  this  post, 
with  Companies  H  and  L.  Second  Cavalry,  to  join  General  Miles  at  Tongue  River,  and  re- 
-  for  duty  against  the  Sionx.  1  ordered  Captain  Tyler  to  move  down  to  Stillwater,  with 
id  G  Companies,  and  join  me  on  tbe  Vellowstone,  Tbe  march  from  Ellis  to  Toneoe 
..»..  r  was  exceedingly  difficult,  the  weather  being  very  Inclemeut  and  the  roads  aimoat  im- 
pasauble.  £ome  days  my  train,  with  all  the  labor  that  coald  be  apon  it,  only  made  two 
and  three  miles.  It  took  16  mules  to  move  a  wagon  at  places  through  the  mud,  I  hope,  if 
troops  are  required  again  frrm  this  post  down  tbe  Yellowstone,  the  commanding  general  will 
not  send  them  out  so  early  in  the  season. 

On  tbe  25th  of  April  the  battalion  arrived  at  Tongue  River,  and  reported  to  General 
Miles. 

Ou  May  1  it  started  np  Tongne  River,  marched  60  miles,  crossed  over  to  Rosebud  on  tbe 
6th,  and  on  tbe  morning  of  the  7tli  of  May  surprised'Bnd  destroyed  a  camp  of  Indiana  under 
Lame  Dear  and  Iron  Star,  The  village  voutained  6!  lodges  by  acloal  count,  aod  had  fully 
300  nu-riors.  Seventeen  Indians  were  killed,  and  many  wounded.  The  battalion  loei  4 
killed  and  7  woDnded,  iDCludlag  Lieutenant  Fnller,  Company  F,  Second  Cavalry.  Tbe  con- 
duct of  the  batlallon  in  this  action  gave  General  Miles  %very  high  opinion  of  it,  and  be  faaa 
ever  since  praised  It  withouc  stinL  The  battalion  conlinued  lo  scout  and  perform  Torious 
duties  until  about  the  id  of  Jnly,  when  it  was  ordered,  under  Captain  Ball,  in  pnrsuit  of 
hostile  Indians  on  the  Liltle  Missouri.  The  troops  failed  to  come  up  with  the  Inlans,  and  on 
tbe  17th  day  of  July  it  iBtunied  to  tbe  Yollowstone. 

On  the  'iHth  of  July  was  ordered  out  with  tbe  battalion  in  pursuit  of  the  tame  Indians 
Captain  Ball  had  been  following,  and  struck  the  trail  on  the  1st  of  Auguat.  We  followed 
these  Indians  '£2  dsys,  traveling  over  40U  miles,  aflen  camping  wilhont  wood  or  water,  and 
eating  ratrous  raw.  We  could  not  overhaul  the  Indians,  but  compelled  them  to  drop  their 
lodges  and  camp-flxtures,  many  of  their  ponies,  and  forced  tbem  to  go  iota  Red  Cloud 
agency  and  surrender.  This  was  one  of  llie  baidest  marches  1  ever  mode,  and  I  doubt  if  a 
border  one  has  ever  been  made.  The  men,  at  one  time,  were  Bolirely  out  of  rnlions,  and 
BOoie  of  the  soldiers  without  meat  for  three  days.  The  troops  engaged  in  this  hard  service 
were  Capuin  Ball,  H.  Captain  Tyler,  F,  and  Captain  Wheelan,  O  Companies,  Second 
Cavalry ;  Captain  McDougalls,  B  Company,  Seventh  Cavalry ;  Captain  Casey,  A  Company, 
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ftnd  Pint  Lieutenant  Lofrnn,  H  Compin;*,  Fifth  InfaDtry,  mounted.  I  faope  tbe  general 
commanJing  will  give  th^ee  companies  the  proper  credit  Tor  their  really  meritoijoas  eervice. 
CapMin  Snyder,  Fifth  Infantry,  with  bis  own.  Captain  Hale'e,  and  OadFrej's,  usme  to  onr 
relief  on  Puwder  River,  aa  we  were  ont  of  rationa  and  about  to  liilt  boriei  far  food. 

On  tbe  2d  of  March  Company  Q.  Seventh  Infantry,  left  Fort  Sbaw,  Hon(„  arrived  and 
look  pniit  at  EUie  March  12,  to  remain  during  absence  of  battalion  Second  Cavalry  ordered 
for  duly  in  Ibe  field.  Poet  duty  and  ordiniry  detached  eervic«  performed  until  Jnly  28, 
when,  with  3:j  enltsled  men  Company  O.  Seventb  Infantry,  and  8  men  Second  Cavalry,  pro* 
ceeded  lo  Hiuoula.  Hont.;  marched  a  distance  of  iUO  mites,  arrived  at  Mieaoula  July  30; 
joined  General  Gibbon's  command  for  service  against  Nez  Perc&  lodiaas.  Left  Uissoola 
poet  Aiifcunt  3i  marched  to  Big  Hole.  Having  marched  about  H5  miles,  on  tbe  morning  of 
tbe  9lb  of  AugnsI,  participated  iu  tbe  battle.  Lost  in  action  7  enlidted  men  killed  and  bad  S 
wounded. 

Tbe  company,  with  attached  men  lomake  it  up  to  50  atrong,  left  Big  Hole  Angust  II,  and 

froceeded  wilb  General  Howard's  command  to  Red  Rock  station,  on  Corinne  road,  distance 
10  miles :  ordered  bock  to  Missonlo,  Hont.,  which  post  tbey  reached  after  marching  195 
_„ . .  ,^ .  , w.  ___,_  ._  ,...      ....... ..__,  _,  .u_  -.^ij'J  J„_ 


....  .  .  D  August  'M ;  post  duty  at  Missoula  to  dale :  ordered,  npon  arrival  of  the  Thirc 

fttnlry,  to  proceed  to  Fort  Ellis,  Mont.,  and  replace  Company  C,  ^venlb  Infantry. 

On  tbe  17th  July.  Captain  Norwood  with  L  Company,  Second  Cavalry,  was  detailed  »■ 
Mcott  to  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  and  atarted  up  the  Yellowitone  on  the  I^th  of  July.  Oa 
krriving  at  Ellis,  Qeneral  Sherman  ordered  Captain  Norwood  to  join  General  Howard's 
command  in  pnrsnit  of  the  Nei  Percys  Indians.  Captain  Norwood  marched  from  Fort  Ellis 
to  Camas  Prairie,  where  on  the  2Utb  of  August  he  engued  the  Nez  PeTc&s,  and  fought 
tbem  for  five  bonrs.  In  this  engagement  Captain  Norwood  and  bis  company  behaved  with 
great  gallantry  and  received  tbe  highest  commendation  from  every  one.  The  loss  of  tbe 
company  was  7  wounded,  Lieutenant  Benson  Seventh  Infantry,  temporarily  attached  to 
Company  L,  Second  Cavalry,  included.    Two  of  the  woanded  men  have  since  died. 

On  IfaeSlst  of  August  LCompauy,  Second  Cavalry,  with  Second  Lieut.  Ch,  B,  Scbafield. 
Second  Cavalry,  commanding,  left  this  post  as  escort  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gilbert,  Seventb 
Infantry,  m  ranis  to  Join  General  Howard's  command  in  Geyser  regions  ;  followed  trail  as 
far  aa  Clark's  Fork  and  Crow  agency;  could  not  overtake  General  Howard,  and  returned 
with  Lieutenant- Colonel  Gilbert  lo  this  post.  Men  worn  out  by  fatigue  ;  and  out  of  50  horses 
on  retnm  of  tbe  company  hut  30  were  serviceable.    Tbe  compauy  mareh^  about -lljO  miles. 

Of  the  recent  operations  of  the  three  companies  of  the  Fort  £llis  battalion  Second  Cavalry, 
under  Captain  Tyler,  with  General  Miles,  and  eseorting  Indian  commissioners  to  treat  with 
Sitting  Bull,  the  general  has  personal  knowledge,  and  needs  no  mention  in  this  report 
firom  me. 

Early  in  tbe  spring  Lieutenant  Doane,  Company  O,  Second  Cavalry,  woa  detached  and 
placed  in  command  of  Crow  Indians.  He  did  good  service  during  the  summer,  frequently 
Bendineaid  to  General  Miles,  and  one  time  preventing  the  Crows  and  Nei  Perc^  from  coming 
in  contact,  in  which  case,  if  they  had,  the  Nea  PercAs  would  undonbtedlv  have  obtained  a 
fresh  mount  and  escaped  over  tbe  border,  before  Miles  could  have  slmck  them. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  commanding  to  tbe  very 
hard  service  performed  duringihe  past  two  years  by  the  officers  and  men  Btalioned  at  this 
poel.  Many  of  them,  old  soldiers,  say  the  year  1^77  was  the  hardest  they  ever  experienced, 
ftnd,  if  1  may  be  allowed  to  judge,  I  will  say  1  never  saw,  even  during  tbe  war,  harder  or 
more  dangerous  service. 

1  locloae  a  memorandum  of  events  and  dates,  to  wbich  tbe  general  can  refer  for  ell  that 
omurred  at  the  post  during  tbe  year,  should  this  report  not  prove  to  be  suSctently  detwied 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

JA8.  S.  BRISBIN, 
,  SIbjot  Secoai  Catalrj/,  Comwutnlimg  Po$t, 

AaaisTAKT  Adjutant- General, 

DtpartmeM  of  Dakota,  Saitit  Paid,  Afina. 


FORT  BENTON. 

Headquarters,  Fort  Bbston,  Hukt., 

AagMit  6,  1877. 
Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  submit  tbe  following  annual  report  of  this  post.  The  data  of 
the  last  annual  report  from  this  post  was  Augost  'H,  Iffi'U. 


Stfttmitr  3,  1876.— Second  Lieut,  E.  E.  Hardin,  with  two  enlisted  men,  Company  F, 
Seventb  Infautiy,  went  towards  tbe  Cypress  Mountains  In  search  of  deserters.  Returned 
to  poat  September  7,  having  been  uoeuccessful  and  having  traveled  300  miles. 
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September  6,  1876.— Capt.  Constant  WiUiuna,  Sxventh  Infanti;,  vrith  one  kired  citium. 
pTore«di^  nil  the  road  lo  Fott  McLtioil,  in  BiiLiih  pocwMiont,  in  learcb  of  two  dcaailers. 
Ho  hai)  the  dmerlera  arreatMl  by  CanBdian  anthoii^ea  for  introducing  atolmi  propntj  aero** 
Uie  line*,  and  lecoTerpd  the  itolm  horaea,  rifles,  toddle*,  and  other  MjnipmeaU-  Be  iv- 
taiiwd  November  ti,  18Tt>.  bavins  traveled  47ri  mile*. 

StplembfT  9,  1876.— Becoud  Lipot.  E.  E.  Hardiii,  tiitli  (U  ecliited  men,  Compaof  Y. 
Seventh  Infantry,  proceeded  to  Fort  UelknAp  Indian  a^ncy.  for  the  purpoee  of  slapping 
the  trade  of  ammunition  and  iaveatintine  certain  cbai^ea  of  illefral  tradiog  agaiuit  trader. 
Betumed  Brptember  15.  havini;  traveled  190  miles. 

Jaaaari  19,  1077. — Second  Lieut.  K.  K.  Hardin,  with  ail  enliiited  men.  Companj  F, 
Seventh  Infantry,  proceeded  to  meath  of  Pend  d'OreiUe  Coulee,  on  Marion  River,  id  aeatch 
of  whiiicy  trader!.  He  retnrned  to  this  poit  Jaauary  25,  1S77,  having  been  anaacceaaful. 
and  liavinft  traveled  \'>0  milea. 

MinA-M,  l>^7— Maj.  Guido  llfrea,  Seventh  Infantry,  with  three  enliated  roen.  Company 
F,  Seventh  Infantry,  proceeded  to  mouth  of  Maiion  River,  in  poranil  of  whisky  Iradenk 
ReCnraed  UDW  day,  havini;  been  nnsucceufal  in  making'  captnie  and  having  travelled  tfl 

MifTclk  26,  1677.— Second  Lieut  E.  E.  Hardin,  witi 
Scvrnth  Infantry,  proceeded  to  Port  Shaw  in  charge  of 
that  post.     He  retureed  April  4,  1B77,  having  traveled  120  miles. 

Aprii  5,  1(^7.— Second  Lienu  E.  E.  Hardio,  with  five  enliaied  men.  Company  F,  Seventh 
Infantry,  proceeded  from  this  post  in  charge  of  abont  2.S  lodges  of  Nn  Perce  Indiaiu, 
returning  from  bunt  on  Milk  River.  He  condacted  Iheni  through  the  while  settletnentii  be- 
yeud  the  post  of  Fort  Shaw,  retaming  to  this  post  on  the  24th  of  April,  having  traveled 
about  ITiO  miles. 

April  1 1,  it^7. — Capt,  Constant  Williams,  with  one  enliated  man.  Company  F,  Sevenit 
Infantry,  proceeded  to  Huykwood  Mountains,  Montana,  for  the  ptirposa  of  aelecting-  timbei 
for  une  el  pnit.     He  returned  April  15,  having  traveled  3ti  miles. 

Jfay  8,  iHT7.— Second  Lieal.  E.  E.  Hardin,  with  one  enlisted  man.  Company  F,  Sevenik 
Infinlry,  proceeded  in  pursuit  of  whisky  tnders  ;  made  two  arrests  and  seiaiiTe  of  some 
imall  quantity,  which  wa.i  spilled.     Ri-Iurned  same  day,  having  traveled  about  3  niilpji. 

Jrae  M,  ll?7.— Capt.  Constant  Williams,  with  foar  enlisted  men,  Compsuiy  F,  Scveotli 
Infantry,  proceeded  in  pursuit  of  a  party  of  bilf-breedi  anspecled  of  carrying  whisky  and 
cartridges  Into  the  Indian  country.  He  overtook  parly,  made  search,  bnl  found  no  contra- 
band ;  returning  to  tbis  post  same  day,  having  traveled  6  miles. 

Jami  20,  1^77.— Maj.  Guido  Ilges  and  Second  Lieut.  E.  E.  Hardin,  Seventh  Infantrr,  pro- 
ceeded to  small  camp  oF  Gros  Ventre  Indians,  on  mouth  of  Marion  River,  for  pnrpoee  of  invea- 
tigstiiig  the  reported  murder  by  tbis  tribe  of  a  white  man  named  Frank  Rubinjoo.  Re- 
tnrned same  day,  bavini '  ■■  '"  -"-- 

■     t  30,  1877.- Capt. 

lehtem  British  poi . ._ „ ^ _ ... 

American  deserters,  arrested  for  introducing  stolen  property.     Retamed  July  30,  Id77,  hav- 
ing traveled  475  miles. 

Ja/yltl,  I8T7.— Second  Lieut.  E.  E.  Hardin,  Berenlh  InfantrT,  wilb  three  enlisted  men. 
Company  F,  Seventh  Infantry,  proceeded  to  camp  of  Company  8,  Seventh  Infantry,  M  Daa- 
phin  Kapids,  for  the  pnrpose  uf  paying  thalcomaiaod  the  pay  due  upon  May  and  June  pay- 
tolts.    Returned  July  'J3,  having  traveled  240  miles. 

Jalg'ii,  1677. — Second  Lieut.  £.  E.  Hardin,  with  CooipaDyF,  Seventh  Infantiy,  proceeded 
from  this  post,  via  Fort  Shaw,  to  Missoula,  to  take  the  field  againal  the  boetile  Indiana.  Kol 
returned  yet. 

Julg  'iS,  1877.— Maj.  Guido  Ilges,  Seventy  Infantry.  "      ' 

Seventh  Iiifantry,nnM:""  ■"' '"  '   -'*'--■-  '-- -> 

chief  of  the  Orus  Venti 

tioDS,  and  invitation  tocumo  iiit 

day,  having  traveled  24  miles. 

Ilesidea  thess  expeditions  and  scouts,  the  command  have  doring  the  pMt  year  performed 
many  tours  of  detached -service  duty. 


Same  ai  described  in  last  year's  report.  The  buildings  are  scattered  through  the  town  ol 
Fort  Benton,  at  a  yearly  rent  of  <a,940.  They  are  mostly  of  a  very  inferior  charaolBr.  Leaky 
roofs,  and  lack  of  funds  for  the  psyment  of  nece.isary  labor  and  material  ti  make  repairs, 
*Fe  endangering  the  health  of  command  and  safe-keeping  of  pnbllc  property.  A  complete 
one-company  post  could  be  built  at  an  available  point  in  this  neighborhood,  at  a  coat  not  lo 
exceed  |o,U00,  material  for  building  purposes  being  within  easy  reach. 

COMHIINICATION. 


GEHEEAL  OF  THE  ABMT. 

is  Corinne,  Ulah,  sboat  634  nilea  distant.  The  msilg  anive  and  depart  three  li 
week  b;  (he  ■Mf^-line.  From  ihe  laxt  of  May  to  Utter  part  of  July,  aometimes  a 
Augiui,  ateanboats  aacend  the  river  (HUsoari)  to  this  poial  froin  polats  below. 


Ample  tuppliea  pertaining'  to  the  dilfereot  departments  are  on  band.    Wood,  for  fuel,  and 


received  aud  (hipped  from  this  poaL 

STREXOTtl  OF  COMHAHD. 

Present  this  iaj,  nne  field  officer  and  8  enlisted  men  of  Company  F.  Seventh  Infantry ; 
also,  ooe  O'lnmieearv  serireaut.  United  States  Army ;  the  compauy  composing  this  garrison 
having  been  ordered  to  the  Grid,  in  Missoula,  for  Bervice  agalual  the  hostile  ludians.  Dnr- 
\ng  Ihe  pHst  year  Ihe  duly  oflhi*  post  has  been  very  arduous,  and  otScers  and  eiilinled  rara 
have  eodared  moch  hardship  fiom  the  severity  of  this  northern  climate.  Much  detached 
service  is  required  to  be  perfuFmed,  and  the  strength  of  the  command  is  entirely  inadeqnale 
to  the  amount  of  duly  necessary  to  be  performed.     Escorts  and  expeditions  of  ths  atmoalim- 

Eortance  have  10  he  refused  and  delayed  on  account  of  scarcity  of  officers  and  enli&toi]  men. 
leducting  the  number  of  extra  men  and  daily-duty  mrn,  scarcely  enough  are  lef^to  mount  a 
daily  guard  of  three  mer,  though  the  scattered  condition  of  ibe  post  and  the  large  amount 
of  puhlic  freight  upon  Ihe  levee,  iu  transit  lo  olher  posts  (during  the  sai^mei  months),  ren- 
der it  almost  absolutely  necessary  to  muntaiu  a  gnard  of  nine  men. 

DRILL  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

Owing  to  the  smallness  of  the  garrison  and  amount  of  detached  duly  reqnired,  very  little 
drill  had  h*en  possible.  During  the  spring  months  the  company  were  drilled  twice  daily. 
and  hitd  become  efficient  in  both  company  drill  and  the  manual  of  arms.  There  is  one  pris- 
oner in  the  gnard-hoaie  nodergoing  sentence.    The  command  is  welt-behaved. 

HEALTH  OP  COMMAND. 

The  lieatth  of  the  command  has  been  excellent  throughout  the  year,  very  few  cases  of 
sickness,  and  only  ooe  of  a  dangerous  cbaracler.  One  private,  Thomas  Hood,  Company  F, 
Sevenib  Inbntry,  was  aci^denlally  drowned  In  Hissonri  River  on  August  IT,  IH7U. 


The  BnTTOundin^  Indian  tribes  are  the  Piegans,  Qros  Ventres,  Upper  A ssini bain es,  Bloods, 
Blackfcet,  Crees,  Kez  Percys,  aad  Pend  d'Oreilles  (ntily  occaaioDBlly  in  small  bands),  and 
the  Crows.  No  depredstiana  have  been  cmnmitled  by  them  dnring  the  past  year  in  this 
aKighborhood,  and  so  far  as  the  whites  are  conceined  the  condition  of  affairs  here  bos  been 
one  of  peace  and  spcmity. 

Some  of  the  Siuux  from  the  Fori  Peck  agency  and  beyond  are  occasionally  seen  within 
50  miles  of  here,  and  are  constantly  reported  as  committing  depredations  upon  Ihe  (to  us) 
friendly  tribes,  to  whose  presence  alone  the  settlements  to  the  noilh  of  this  post  are  indebted 
to  escape  from  Indian  raids.  The  main  camp  of  the  hostile  Sioux  escaping  from  iho  United 
Stale-)  lertitory  lo  BriUsb  poasessions  ptased  within  IG6  miles  from  and  lo  Ihe  northeast  of 
Fort  Bi-nton. 

Their  near  presence,  and  their  etforts  to  induce  through  emissaiies  friendly  relationship 
and  cn-operation  on  Ihe  part  of  the  friendly  tribes  in  Ihe  neighhorhood,  has  b<>en  Ibe  subject 
of  fear  on  Ibe  part  of  the  settlers.  I  refer  especially  to  the  friendly  Irihes  of  Gros  Ventres 
and  Piegans.  the  former  numbering  abont  WO  souls;  the  latter  about  l,5U0.  From  per- 
sonal obnervatioo,  and  mauy  talks  with  the  chiefs  and  head  soldiers  of  these  tribes,  I  find 
that  they  have  many  caanee  of  complaint — some  of  them  very  just — and  that  they  are  just 
now  very  restlesa,  and  more  earnest  in  their  complaints  of  grievances. 

The  Oros  Ventres  Indians,  who  are  hereditary  enemies  of  the  Sionx.  have  bad  their 
ng¥ncy  and  trading-post  taken  from  them,  and  have  been  attached  for  trading  for  rations 
and  fur  anuaily  goods  to  Fort  Peck  and  Wolfs  Poiai.  To  go  ib  either  ot  these  places  is, 
for  ihia  small  trihe,  a  matter  of  utter  Impossibility,  as  their  property  and  lives  would  be  in 
the  hands  of  a  cmel  and  powerful  enemy.  The  Oros  Ventres  have  always  been  friendly  lo 
the  whites,  and  at  war  with  tbe  Sioux,  and  by  proper  treatment  wit!  be  secured  as  a  ralua- 
ble  ally  against  hoslile  Sioux  now  roaming  in  this  direction.  I  found  from  an  iuvestigation 
of  the  facts  that  the  Oroa  Ventres  hare  not  received  any  annuity  goods  or  rations  iut  the 
laat  three  years,  and  that  at  the  present  lime,  when  game  is  scarce,  and  without  the  necaa- 
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aary  ammaniLion  rorkilllDS  Kain«  and  rordefeDwa^ntteiMinj,  the^anin  aiUlaeF4»>- 
tilutioR  and  on  the  brink  of  tiileQinif  to  e*i1  advice  from  oatnden.  Uader tbt  premt 
condition  of  aSAirs  and  the  very  helpleas  situation  of  oar  Mttlemeats  to  the  nortli,  1  repn- 
Muted  this  matter  and  its  Impoitance  lo  the  diatrict  commander,  who  at  oDc«  directed  mt  I 
Teliere  the  actual  distres)  of  Uie»e  Indians  b;  Usae  of  Itmited  rations,  and  to  lakt  «ul 
itepi  iH  will  retain  to  ub  their  friendship.  Tbesa  inatraelioas  I  faaTe  been  diliccoitj  tt- 
dearoring  to  earn*  ont  dnring  (he  last  few  weeks,  and  think  that  my  effoita  bave  btto  ai- 
cessrul.  Thew  Indiana  should  be  taken  care  of  by  appointment  of  an  agvnt  asd  iniublt 
location  of  an  agenciy  and  tradinjr-post. 

The  Pie^n  chief,  White  Calf,  with  Soldier  Beard,  had  been  (o  this  poat  with  manf  as- 
plaints  afcainst  the  present  aj^nt  of  the  tribe.  The  matter  does  not  come  wilhia  tht  prii^r 
inhere  of  my  duty,  and  1  have  not  investii^ated  same.  While  I  tfaink  thai  the  acrnl  I- 1 
Christian  ffentleman  with  kind  intentions,  1  am  satisfied  from  reliable  adTiiera  thai  be  il  iki 
the  rii^ht  man  for  the  poaition  ;  that  be  had  succeeded  in  making-  himi^tf  tharoDghli  hsvC 
' —  the  principal  and  most  influential  men  of  the  Piegan  tribe,  and  that  penoaal  daafai 

I  hands  of  bis  Indians  is  TonchsuFed  to  him  in  the  near  future. 

By  judicious  and  proper  tiealment  these  Indians  could  be  kept  friendly.  Both  Ibr* 
tribes  complain  of  bad  treatment  in  the  matter  of  ammDnltioa.  Nolndiaosare  permitl»{l- 
visit  tbe  town  of  Fort  Benton,  and  every  effort  is  made  tocoofiue  their  roaoiinguillwitu'i 
reservation  and  keep  away  frbm  them  evit-dispoH^  wbilM. 


z 
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The  exposed  condition  of  this  section  of  the  eonntry  retards  speeJy  si 
progres!)  in  tbis  direction  can  be  observed.  Since  last  report  some  very  good  ciHien-  »•< 
seltled  in  town  aad  vicinity,  and  many  of  the  notoriously  bad  character!  have  left.  )lu< 
of  the  fliiatine  popnlalion  are  sUll  engaged  in  the  whisky  traffic  vrith  tbe  Indiani,  S)/. 
tbey  have  received  a  severe  and  lasting  check  daring  the  past  year,  through  tlw  efltMS 
•ervice  of  this  com  maud.  The  civil  government  of  the  country  ha*  been  remodelled  bjuii 
election  of  good  and  efficient  officers. 

wasTS  or  thb  country. 

To  suppress  the  illicit  traffic  with  Indians  in  whisky,  arms,  and  amitintiilioi),  to  assi^  i*-? 
civil  authorities  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  United  States  against  disrepnlable  snd  Kfi 
deeperale  characters,  and  to  protect  settlera  at  exposed  positions  against  raids  of  nunniJ- 
ing  Indians,  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  tbe  strength  of  this  poet  by  the  addition  o- 1 
least  one  cavalry  company,  and  erection  of  iuit«ble  military  post  at  or  near  nmatli  >' 

All  of  which  Is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  voar  obedient  servant, 

GUrtK)  IL6ES. 
ttujoT  Stvenlk  Uniltd  Suit*  /it/iiafr),  CmmmaaiiMi  Put 
Assistant  Adjutant-Qenbral. 

DtftHntm  of  Dakota,  Sai»l  Paul,  XiHn. 


HEADQtiARTBRa,  Fort  Bbhtoii,  Host., 

Sir  :  In  conformity  witb  your  circular  tetter  of  tbe  lit  ultimo,  I  have  tbe  honor  lo  <ci- 
mil  the  following  supplemnutary  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command,  to  be  filtd  "iit 
my  annual  report,  forwarded  to  you  from  this  office  August  6,  1^77. 

As  reported  in  my  regular  annual  report,  on  tbe  2&th  diy  of  Jnly.  IB77,  Compur  F, 
Seventh  Infantry,  consiating  of  21  enlisted  men  and  under  command  of  Second  Linil.  E.  L 
Hardin,  Seventh  Infantry,  left  the  post  to  take  the  field  against  hostile  Hex  Perci*.  Cu- 
Coaelant  Williams,  Seventh  Infantry,  who  had  been  absent  on  delaebed  service  is  !^ 
Hortbweet  British  territory,  overtook  the  command  and  Bssumed  command  of  bis  conpc,' 
(F)onAaBust7,  1K77. 

On  August  9, 1ST7,  tbe  company  took  part  in  the  engagement  with  He*  fvtcts  on  B; 
Hole  Creek.    Captain  Williams,  in  his  offii-ial  report  of  the  action,  says  : 

"  In  the  action  which  followed  every  member  of  tbe  company  behaved  remarkablj  "'• . 
and  when  it  was  ordered,  with  tbe  rest  of  the  command,  to  retire  from  the  bottom  lo  latr  u 
a  position  on  the  hillside,  all  the  woanded  men  were  takeu  off  the  Geld.  When  all  diJ  ll* ' 
dnty  in  a  manner  so  gratifying  to  my  pride  in  the  company,  I  find  myself  onible  to  ainiii> 
anyone  in  particular.  At  noon  I  was  incapacitated  for  the  active  command  of  the  eooipi''.' 
by  a  guns'    ■  .........  -.  .... 
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"Thefollawiagii  alist  of  thecasiialtieH{or  cf»npi(D7)in  tfae  baUleof  the  Big  Hute; 

"KifW.— Private  JamMHcQuire.  Private  William  D.  Pomeroy.    Total. -J. 

■•  (faiW«f.-Capt.  Constant  Willianis.  twice  siightly  ;  Bergt.  Patricic  Wbelan  (rtght 
BTiii.  atigliilj),  Seret.  William  W.  WalaoD  (twice  in  Tegf  and  thighs,  MDce  died  AngDBt  1J9, 
Itfrt),  Corpotsl  Cbristion  Lutlman,  (bolb  Ihishs,  fleab-«'aubda).|MiiBician  John  ErickaOD, 
(thruagh  right  breast  and  lert  arm),  Privnte  £dw1n  D.  Hunter  (through  right  fore-arm,  d*- 
cesBitatitig  reaeetian),  Private  Oenrge  Maurer  (through  right  cheek  and  upper  Jaw}. 

■'CominiMioned  officers,  i,euliaEed  men,  5.    Tola!  wounded,  6." 

The  company,  nniler  command  of  Secoud  Lieut.  E.  £.  Hardio,  tetarned  to  Ihia  post  on 
the  18lh  of  Beplember,  1(*77. 

Stf  Umber  7,  1877.— Mnjor  Qnldo  Ilges,  Seventh  lofaDtry,  with  3  monnled  enliited  men  of 
Company  F,  Seventh  Infantry.  iU  mounted  citizens,  and  15  di«monnted  citiEens,  started  for 
the  criMsIng  of  Hilii  River,  on  road  to  Fort  Walsh.  Norlhweat  British  territory,  to  relieve  a 

?arl7  of  teamsteiB  and  train,  reported  to  have  been  captnred  and  destroyed  by  hostile  Indiana, 
'be  party  retamed  to  Fort  Ben tnn.  Mont.,  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  ofSeptamber,  hanng 
found  the  teamsters  and  train  unharmed  and  having  traveled  I'tO  miles. 

Stpltmbf'i\,\SJl.—M^a  information  being  received  that  the  hostile  Nez  Percys  were 
appnncliing  Fort  Clagget.  Mont..  Cnmpanv  F  (ISenliited  men)  and  ti  citizen  volunteers, 
noder  command  of  Second  Lient.  E.  E.  Hardin,  proceeded  by  mackinan  boat  la  Fort 
Claggel,  Mont .  and  arrived  at  that  point  on  the  forenoon  of  September  2*2. 

Lieutenant  Hardin  and  command  left  Clagget  at  (J  a.  m., September  '2A,  per  mackinaw 
boat,  arriving  at  Cow  Island  at  l.'M  p.  m.  same  day. 

RiucB  then  the  company  hs'i  been  stationed  at  the  latter  point  guarding  public  property, 
and  lias  not  yet  retnrned  to  its  proper  station  at  this  poal. 

Samt  rfofE.— Major  Ilges,  with  one  enlisted  man  (Private  Thomas  Bundy,  Company  F), 
and  :U>  mounted  citizen  volunteers,  proceeded  to  Fort  Clagget,  where  he  arrived  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  following  diiy.  Scouts  were  sent  out  to  ascertain  the  ronle  of  the  Nez  Perc^ 
It  was  during  the  nights  of  the  -lii  and  S4th,  ascertained  that  these  Indians  had  gone  In 
the  direction  of  Cnw  Island.  At  daylight  of  ^4lh,  Major  Ilges  and  command  started  over- 
land fur  the  latter  place  (a  distance  ol  65  miles),  aud  arrived  there  (opposite  the  landing 
plaee),  at  6.:)U  p.  m.  same  day.  EITn^ted  crossing  of  command,  horses,  and  material  by  9 
o'clock  a.  m.,  of  September  15th.  The  Nez  Pertfts  had  left  on  forenoon  of  previous  day, 
baving  destroyed  about  50  tons  of  public  and  private  freight  and  havior  nttackad  anil  fought 
the  detachment  of  B  Company,  Seventh  Infantry  (12  enlisted  meo  and  4  citizens),  daring  lb 
hours.     In  the  eugagemetit  two  citizens  were  wounded,  also  several  Itidians. 

At  9.30  a.  m.,  of  -.£5lh,  Major  Hues,  with  his  mounted  command  of  3ti  citizen  volunteers, 
Blarted  on  the  trail  of  the  Nez  Percys,  which  appeared  very  fresh  snd  leading  up, Caw  Creek 
CaHon.  Alter  proceeding  about  10  milea  an  advanced  scout  discovered  the  camp  of  the 
Judiaas.  Tliey  were  there  in  full  force  and  hod  siirrounded  a  party  of  teamsters  and  their 
train.  The  Indians  became  aware  of  the  approach  of  Major  llges's  party  at  once.  They 
iinmedialely  set  the  train  on  fire,  and  killed  two  of  the  teamsters,  the  balancef  seven  ol  them) 
escspiug  into  the  hills.  Meanwhile,  about  75  mounted  ludiaus  came  charging  down  the 
Cniion  toivard  the  fommand.  They  however  did  not  then  approach  au^  nearer  than  abont 
),(M1  yards,  bat  divided  into  small  parties  disappearing  from  stghl.  Major  Ilges  stationed 
his  men  as  odvantigeuusl;  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  would  permit  and  awaited  the  attack, 
which  commenced  at  noon  and  lasted  about  twj  hours.  The  Indians  held  the  high  ground 
aboVe  and  high  hills  on  right  flank ;  thev  did  very  excellent  shooting  without  exposing 
themselves.  After  the  Indians  had  ceased,  firing  and  hod  withdrawn  from  the  immediate 
front,  Major  Ilges,  fearing  that  they  were  trying  to  get  to  his  rear  and  left,  and  on  account  of 
his  unfavorable  position  for  defense,  slowly  withdrew  aud  returned  to  the  pita  at  Cow  Island, 
where  he  arrived  at  6  p,  m. 

During  the  fight  citizen -vol  nnteer  Bradley  and  one  horse  were  killed.  The  Indians  lost 
two  in  woandeir  The  citizens,  under  Major  Ilges.  behaved  well  during  the  fight,  with  a  few 
eiceptions,  but  they  are  not  a  very  desirable  material  to  handle  under  disadvantageous  cir- 
eu  ma  tan  CBS,  As  soon  as  the  fight  commenced.  Private  Bundy  was  dispatched  to  Cow  Island 
willi  orders  to  Lieutenant  Hardin  to  bring  up  his  entire  force  aud  mountain  howitzer.  This 
very  dangerons  jourue;  was  performed  by  Private  Bundy  on  fool  and  in  the  space  of  two 
hours,  and  for  this  brave  and  desperate  service  be  is  recommended  to  such  tecogDilion  as 
the  proper  authorities  can  f(ive  to  a  brave  and  good  soldier. 

Major  Ilgea  and  party  remrned  to  Fort  Benton,  Mont,,  on  the  29tb  of  September,  having 
traveled  3S.S  miles. 

Oaober'i,  IS77. — Major  Ilges,  Seventh  Infantry,  with  Senlistedmen  and  SI  citizeo-volnn- 
teers,  proceed  to  Higbwood  and  Belt  Creeks  to  relieve  the  families  of  settlers  along  said 
creeks  from  the  danger  of  hostile  Indians  reported  in  that  neighborhood.  The  command 
found  the  trail  of  about  15  mounted  Indians,  but  had  to  abandon  same  late  at  oigbl  on  ac- 
count of  severe  snow-itorm.  Command  returned  to  Fort  Benton  on  evening  of  October  4, 
1937,  having  traveled  abont  50  miles. 

OtUiitr  9,  1877.— Major  ll^es.  Seventh  Infantry,  with  3  enlisted  men  and  26  mounted 
citizen- volanteers,  left  town  with  the  iatentioi)  of  scontiug  to  the  west  of  Bear-paw  Monn- 
taioi.    A.  part;  of  Oroa  Ventres  lodiaiu  were  to  accompany  Majoi  Ilges  on  the  eipedition. 
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Berore  nil  arran^inenta  cnuld  b«  perfected  aud  while  fet  encamped  on  lluion  Siitr.  it> 
Dews  of  tb«  surrender  of  tbe  Nei  Percys  to  Oeneial  Hilei  was  receired. 

Major  hgra  and  perl  j  relumed  to  Fort  Benloo,  Uont,  on  Ml  of  October,  baTiii{  tni- 
«1ed  M  miles. 

All  of  which  Is  respsclfollj  submitted. 

Very  leapeclfully,  jour  obedient  serrant, 

GUIDO  ILGES, 
Maj^  ScnaU  lafmntrg,  Cnriuafiq  PM. 

AssisTAirr  AfMtTAHT-OBNBaAU 

DtfuTtmaU  rf  DukMa,  Saint  Paul,  Mian, 


FORT  BUFORD. 

Bbadquartrrs  Fort  Bupord,  Dak.,  Oaaia  1, 1^, 

gin:  Iq  compliauer  wUb  joor  circular  leLter  of  the  19th  altimo.  I  hare  tbe  bonnlnHj' 
tnit  the  fallowing  report  of  tbe  services  of  the  tioopa  of  this  garrison  si  nee  data  of  lul  una. 
report,  September  16,  11^6. 

l>uriii|[thG  past  winter  the i^rrison  consisted  of  the  nan-commissioued  staff  ind  bam<  ^xl 
InlaBtry.  sii  companies  of  Ibst  regiment,  and  a  detachment  of  Indian  scouts.  The  sfp- 
gat*  strength  on  Janoarj  31,  IST7,  present  and  absent,  was  as  follows: 

Offic*™ '■'■ 

NoU'Com missioned  staff  and  band '■ 

Enlisted  men  of  companies .-. ^ 

Total 35 

The  don  of  navigfiUon  on  tbe  yellowstone  last  season  left  tb«  cantonineDt  at  Ttp* 
Biver  iniufficieollf  supplied  witb  forage,  clotbiug,  and  Bnbsistenoe,  which,  iu  lar|f  ^tisv 
ties,  accuoiulated  at  this  post.  The  work  of  farwardinj;  these  stores  br  wagon-iniui^:- 
menced  at  an  early  date  and  continued  tbroogh  the  winter ;  the  freight  so  fontdcc 
•mounted  In  the  aggregate  to  l.Eii)l,499  pounds. 

Eacoria  for  these  trains  were  furnished  from  this  post,  tbe  extent  of  which  is  shown  b' At 
following  statement  of  service  bj  companies,  witb  distaoce  tisveled  : 

Company  C. — Two  trips  to  Olendive  and  retDm ~':\ 

Company  D. — One  trip  to  Olendive  and  return . ..- 1*' 

Company  E. — Three  trips  to  Olendive  and  one  to  Tongue  River  and  retnm w 

Company  G. — Three  trips  to  Olendive  and  one  to  Tongue  River  and  return ^| 

Company  F.— Two  trips  to  Olendive  and  return : tH] 

Companjr  I. — One  tilp  to  Gleudive  and  return IK 

Id  addition  to  the  foregoing,  Companies  C,  D,  and  I,  Colonel  Eaaen  commaodio|C.  left  li' 
post  Ocloher  15,  187(5,  and  marchBtl  to  Glendive  witb  a  view  of  re-enforring  ikt  rtnni 
operating  bej'Ond  that  point,  one  of  which.  Captain  Miner's,  bad  bf«D  driven  back  brlvr 
tile  Indians.  Again,  tbe  same  officer,  commanding  Companies  C.  D,  F.  and  I,  Itfi  ihc  \'rl 
October  8«  by  the  steamer  Peuiwab,  and  proceeded  to  Fort  Peck,  Mont.  The  ubjni  i 
tfaia  move  was  to  prevent  Sitting  Hull's  hostile  band  of  Indiana  resorting  to  that  agvnc.r.  f 
was  tbeir  reported  intention,  for  tbe  purpose  of  obtaining  supplies.  A  email  band  et  liir* 
Indians  had  already  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  the  agency,  bat  fled  on  the  approacb  flu-- 
truopB.  Leaving  a  detachment  of  1  officer  and  30  men  to  guard  the  agenrry  aud  ■  qui:- 
tity  ul*  supplies  lor  the  contingent  nerds  of  Colunet  Miles'*  command  in  the  Geld,  ibc  t*'- 
talion  relurned  to  this  pout,  inarching  overiand.     Distance  traveled,  135  miles. 

I  here  give  some  of  the  dates  of  departore  from  this  post  of  the  seveml  companies  on  r4>-. 
duly,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  much  of  it  was  pcrfuimed  in  midwinter,  when  tbe  t>' 
tnometar  was  ranging  from  freeiing  to  35^  below. 

E  Company,  November  8.  1B76:  O  Company,  November  25.  1876;  F  Compwir.  Dew:- 
ber6,  le7ti:  C  Company,  December  T,  l0Tt);  D  Compfuiy,  December  li,  1016:  £  snJ  i 
Companies.  December  13,  1HT6 ;  Q  Company,  DecemEier  22,  lt5T6 ;  F  Company,  Ju>u-7 
4,  tfiTJ  i  C  Company,  January  tO,  1677. 

Tbe  Iroops  were  generally  supplied  with  buffiloovercoats,  overshoes,  and  the se«l4kis ar 
and  gloves,  while  many  of  the  men  provided  themselves  witb  leggins  and  otlisr  mevi''- 
prolectlOD,  BO  that,   notwithstanding  the  extreme  cold,  no  severe  caanalties  oernnnl  « 


This  service  was.  however,  attended  with  great  pMkonal  discomfort  lo 
officers  and  men,  and  wanting  the  excitement  usually  exprienc«d  bj  troop*  in  the  fieW-  ■ 
onerous  and  trying  in  the  extreme. 
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On  April  26,  iST7,  ths  (;&rTiiDD  wu  iDcrosiad  by  Ch«  STriratorH  ComjMuij.  Slith  Inrantrj, 
froin  Fart  StevenFOD.  Soon  Bfcer,  !□  compliaoi^e  witli  the  ordtiri  of  the  departmenl  com' 
inHnd<'r,  D  itnd  1  CaDipiniM  were  desigiiHted  to  gFLirison  Fort  Peck.  Moot.  TheM  conipil- 
nies  lefi  tbe  poat  on  the  11  lb  of  Maj.  In  Ibe  mean  time  the  detach  Dient  alreadj  thereunder 
coinmHiid  of  Liealenant  Daj,  Siith  Infantrj,  was  called  iti. 

The  Fritablietimeut  of  the  depot  of  fnpplieB  at  this  post  hai  f^reatly  increased  tbe  amoant 
of  labor  dBVolring  npoa  tbe  ntrrison,  and  during  tho  past  summer  it  was  found  neceaiarj, 
Dwiiic  to  the  great  demand  lor  troops  for  detached  service,  to  employ,  from  time  to  time,  a 

Since  the  opeiiinj;  of  nariifstion  to  date  tlie  pnblic  freight  shipped  and  resbipped  from  this 
poit  by  ■teainboataainonnt8to9,'>T6.65L  pounds.  Thirty-threo  eacorta  hare  been  furnished 
ihe-e  boats  from  this  poat.  Kor  the  eecuriiy  of  such  pnblic  freight  as  hid  been  left  by  Hleam- 
boota  uimhle  to  ascend  higher  up  the  Yellowstone,  Lieulenniit  Vihgaor,  Sixth  Infnutry, 
with  a  detachment  of  13  men,  was  sent  August  *J5lh  to  Olendive,  and  wngou-trains  are 
again  engaired  in  forwarding  stores  for  Tongue  Eirer  to  that  point. 

Ou  the  lat  of  August  F  Compauy  was  sent  M  escort  to  a  wagon-traiu  for  Tongua  Rirer, 
retDming  on  the  25th,  eacortiug  at  tbe  same  time  the  cattle-herd  for  the  poat.  which  had 
tieen  driven  bj  the  contractor  vis  Tongue  Hirer.  1  will  here  remark  that  this  waa  an  ex- 
ceplioually  fine  herd  of  catllr. 

On  the  Stb  ultimo  C  Company  left  tbe  post  for  Toogus  River  as  escort  to  a  wagoo-tr^D. 
This  rompauy  wad  ordered  to  return  to  Olendire,  and  there  take  station,  relleTJng  Lienten- 
ant  Wafer's  detachment. 

It  will  be  seen  by  Ihe  accompanying  extract  copy  of  letter  from  the  commanding  officer, 
Diatrict  of  the  Yellowstone,  dated  the  &th,  and  receired  here  on  the  lUth  September,  tbat  bis 
nishes  with  regard  to  Glendive  were,  in  part,  anticipated  by  me. 

Upon  Colonel  Miles'a  request,  commnnicaled  under  dale  uf  J 7th  Fleplember.  and  addresaod 
to  General  Teriy  and  myself  here — a  copy  of  this  letter  has  been  forwarded  to  you — I,  on 
the  2-Jd  September,  dispatched  tbe  ateamer  Gen.  Meade,  laden  with  17,0tKI  rations  (all  bat 
15  days  of  what  we  bad  on  hand),  wbal  offirars'  stores  could  be  spared,  and  some  forw«. 
A  copy  of  thfs  leitet  was  at  Ihe  aams  time  furniahod  Ibe  cammaodiog  ofBcer  at  Fart  PucE, 
with  ilirections  to  put  aboard  tbe  Heade  ou  her  arrlTa)  the  15.U0J  lationa  there  for  Cuionel 
Miles's  command,  enough  forage  to  complete  tbe  freight  of  thi  boat,  and  to  tend  one  com- 
pany of  his  command  as  guard  to  the  boat  and  ber  supplies ;  the  offii;ar  in  charga  of  tlia 
^uard  to  be  instructed  to  endeavor  to  communicate  with  the  expeditionary  forces  in  the 
ueiirliborhoiMl  of  the  mouth  of  Ibe  Husaelahell  and  Carroll.  The  serricoa  of  the  Meade 
weie  NO  secured  that  she  will  go  to  Cow  Island  if  it  be  found  necessary.  This  moTemeot 
is  still  pending.  Since  the  departare  of  the  Meade,  an  abundance  of  the  regular  ration  baa 
item  received  here. 

The  withdrawal  of  H  Companr  lo  Fort  SteTenson,  the  establishment  from  thia  garrison 
>f  caQlonments  at  Foit  Peck  and  at  Glendive,  will  reduce  the  strength  of  the  ^rrisou  to  a 
nucb  smaller  number  than  bos  been  tbe  case  for  many  years  past.  The  companies  will  he 
ewer  in  number,  and  they  greatly  reduced  in  streugtn.  The  disproportion  between  the 
lumber  uf  non-commissioned  officers,  and  the  necessary  men  on  daily  duty  ac  cooks,  tailors, 
&c..  in  company  organizations,  as  compared  with  tbe  privaira  for  doty,  is  very  great,  and 
illhougb  tbe  number  of  men  on  extra  and  daily  duty  in  the  departments  is  kept  as  low  as 
nssible,  still  tbe  men  arailable  for  guard  duty  get  but  one  night  in  bed  out  of  two.  In 
'iew  of  these  facts,  of  the  great  quantity  of  stores  here  and  yet  to  arrive,  the  need  ot  for- 
vardinfr  large  quantities  of  them  with  escorts,  Ihe  disposition  to  theft  already  manifested  by 
trolling  citizens  going  to  and  from  Ihe  Vellowstone  posta  and  settlements,  together  witb 
be  still  further  reduction  of  Ibe  post  as  contemplated,  will  render  the  problem  of  the  admin- 
stratioQ  of  the  post  and  proper  care  of  its  supplies  one  of  much  difficulty  and  embarraaa- 

Trials  by  general  coart-martial  daring  Ihe  year  past  number  but  eight,  while  Ibe  number 
if  triala  by  garrison  court-martial  and  tbe  number  of  commitmante  to  the  post  gaard-honse 
lave  bi-pn  nu usually  small. 

Two  deAtbs  have  occurred,  one  man  killed  by  lightning  and  one  drowned. 

The  funeral  h>-altb  of  tbe  command  has  been  and  is  good. 

The  bnilJings,  grounds.  anJ  public  property  have  during  the  paat  year  been  kepi  in  ei- 
ellenl  repair  and  condition. 

Spring  drills  commenced  April  IT,  bat  owing  to  the  large  number  of  men  sent  on  de- 
acbed-eervice,  and  Ihe  aDuanai  deroaads  for  fatigue,  it  was  impracticable  lo  continue  tbem 


poll  the  Subsistence  Depariment  for  this  vegetable  tfaecoming  winter.    Otherwise  tbe  garden 
as  bveu  unusually  productive. 

•  -     ■        ......  —  .     intbority  of  the 

ndty  Google 
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Tbssggregate  ttrengthof  ibe  guTisoD,  prewDt  and  ftbMot,  at  Ihte  d«l«itufoUm: 

Officen in 

NoD-commiMloned  ataETaad  baad gj 

Ealisted  men  of  campanie» SR 

DetochmeDt  of  Indian  scouta ,. ... ■  li 

Total,  indniJlDg  delacbmeots  at  Fort  Peck,  GtendWe £i 

I  am,  very  respectfullj,  jonr  obedient  MrvanI, 


The  Assistant  Adiutaht-Ggnrral, 

Dtparmtut  of  Dakota,  SaiM  Panl,  HimK. 


ORLANDO  H.  HOOBE. 
Major  Biztk  Ii^fantry,  CnmnAn 


CAUP  BAKEB. 

Cauf  Bakeb,  Hokt.,  OtIiiUrX  I^TT. 

Bir:  In  complinni-e  with  circular  letter  headqnuleri  DepartmeDt  of  Dakota,  SainiFul.  i 
Uinu.,  Sepisiiilwr  13,  1ST7,  I  have  to  report  as  followi : 

Companj  E.  Seveoth  Infantry,  wi'.h  Capt.  W,  ClifTord,  and  Second  Liaol.  Otorn  ^ 
YouiiR,  (teventh  In&otry,  lefl  Camp  Baker,  Hont.,  nn  tba  Mtb  da;  of  March.  leT6.  pi;  ; 
BiwDl  In  Bpeciai  Ordera  32,  headquarters  Camp  Baker,  Uont ,  Hucb  14,  13?6,  and  arrinitii 
Fort  Ellis  Hnich  Si,  1876;  dialance  marched,  lil  miles. 

The  company  (E)  left  Fort  Ellis,  Mont.,  as  escort  of  a  train  of  govemnMnt  atom  lo  tiji 
Crow  ajraiicy,  arrived  there  the  'il  day  of  April,  1076.   DiiCanee  marcheJ,  105  milcj. 

The  campaiiv  leii.  the  Crow  aji^encj  April  U,  ld76,  and  joiued  the  coniioaad  ao'ler  Colov: 
Gibbon  April  10,  1876.   Diatance,  16  milea. 

Tiie  command  nnder  Colonel  Gibbon  broke  camp  April  12,  and  artired  at  Fort  PrUt  ! 
April  il,  IH76.     DiaEaoee  marched,  99  milea.  I 

The  companj  (K)  broke  camp  at  Fort  Peaae  Hay  II,  1S76 ;  procraded  in  imBll  ImI! 
down  Ibe  Vellowatone  Rirer,  meetins  tbe  ateamer  Far  West  one-balf  mile  twlov  ?owin  ! 
Blver  on  the  Hib  day  of  Jane,  1^76;  returned  to  the  command  with  said  stsamM  lit 
9Ui  day  of  June  :  diatance  made  bj  Water  178mileBi  marched  with  tbe  commaiid  a;>  :ii^ 
Yellowitore  to  oDe-half  mile  below  the  mouth  of  Ibe  Bigbom  Bi*er :  croawd  the  Ypilc- 
■tone  on  the  'J4lh  of  June ;  marched  np  the  Little  Bif^hoin  to  Caater'a  battle-field,  unx' 
iaf  June  in  :  returned  to  mouth  of  Little  Bighorn  June  29.  and  reniaiuej  ibeie  on  itw 
30th,  diatance  marched  1)16  miles;  broke  camp  on  the  lat  of  Jnly;  marched  bock  loii" 
Yellowatone;  croHaed  the  aame  near  mouth  ot  Bighorn  Jnly  3,  1H76:  down  the  Yrilni' 
■tone  to  Rosebud  River;  crossed  the  Yellowstone  August  4,  and  marchvd  up  the  Bmtb^l 
Au^nst  S;  joined  the  command  of  General  Crook  on  the  lOth  of  Augaa):  from  xhm. 
tbruunh  the  Bod  Lands.  Co  Tongue  and  Ponder  Rivera  ;  letnrned  lo  the  YelloKsunie  Ao- 
gust  16;  crossed  the  Yellowatone  August  27;  marched  around  the  Bod  Lands  on  too- 
side  of  river,  aod  arrived,  on  Augaat  31,  on  Yellowstone  River  opposite  OleDdin  Cretk ; 
distance  marched  415  miles. 

The  company  broke  camp  September  3 ;  down  (ho  Yellowatone  aa  eocort  of  wagou-mi. 
to  Qnlosd  steamer  Silver  Lake  No.  4  ;  returned  to  the  command  on  September  4  :  diilian  ' 
marched  44  miles.  Broke  camp  September  ti,  to  join  respective  stations :  arrived  at  Cm;  ' 
Baker,  Moot ,  October  2,  1^76,  with  3  officers  and  32  enlisted  men ;  abseot  from  pe'i  i 
202  days.  i 

Fiivates  William  Evans  and  Benj.  Stewart  set  out  from  the  Rosebnd  on  a  litUa  boat  dos;  I 
the  Yellowstone,  Hay  2d,  lt<76,  to  Diing  diipatches  from  Colonel  Oibbon  to  Genenl  Thtt 
met  the  steamer  For  West  three  miles  below  Powder  River  on  the  lat  of  Jane^  I8T6;  tarupl 
over  their  dispatches  to  Csptaio  Powell,  Sixth  lofautij.  Privatea  William  Evans,  Ba; 
F.  Stewart,  and  James  Bell,  Company  E,  Seventh  Intanti;,  set  ont  on  the  9tb  of  JoIt 
1876,  for  General  Crook's  camp,  which  ihey  reached  on  the  12tbi  delivered  the  diapiKlif 
and  returned,  arriving  in  camp  on  the  S5lh  of  July.  (See  Genoral  Field  Order*  5<i.  ''- 
Headquarters  Department  of  Dakota,  dated  camp  at  mouth  of  Bighorn  Biver,  July  ^- 
1876.)  I 

Company  D  performed,  daring  tbe  absence  of  Company  E,the  regalargarrisonandertt:^ 
dnty.  i 

Companies  E  and  O  performed  the  regular  garrison  and  escort  doty  from  October  £,  1'^  | 
nntil  July  '24,  1877,  when  Company  D  was  ordered  to  report  to  tbediatrict  commMMJn',  pii 
Poat  Orders  17,  July  23,  for  duty  lo  the  field. 

Tbe  company  left  Camp  Baker  on  the  24th  of  Jaly,  for  Fort  Shaw,  to  join  the  codimb^ 
of  Colonel  Gibbon  on  the  expedition  against  tbe  boatite  Nei  Perc^  Indiana.  Compu.' 
]>  look  part  in  tbe  Big  Hole  battle,  Aagust  9,  1877. 
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LienL  Col.  C.  C.  Oilbert,  comniBiidiDK  post,  proceeded  to  Helena,  Mont.,  Aq^iibI  37,  in 
compliance  with  tbe  inBtrucliong  of  Ibediatrict  commnDder,  to  open  propoaalBfor  flour,  to  be 
Airniibed  at  the  different  posts  in  the  distiict. 

An^it  30,  the  commandeT-in-chii^f,  being  then  in  Helens,  iatrasled  LieDtenaut- Colonel 
Gilbeit.  Sareiith  Infantij,  with  an  <^n  letter  for  deliveij  to  Brifr-  OeD.  O.  O.  How- 
ard, commanding  Ncz  Peic^  expedition,  from  Department  of  Coiombla.  The  troopt  of 
this  colnmn  were  inppiMied  to  be  at  Henrj's  Lake,  and  about  to  itart  on  the  trail  of  tbe 
Indians  leading  east.  Pursnant  to  instiuctiouB  of  district  commander.  Colonel  Gilbert  look 
Foit  Ellis  and  the  TellowsEone  in  his  route,  with  Norwood's  companj.  Second  Cavalry, 
from  the  fomier,  and  Companr  E,  Seventh  Cavalry,  from  Henderson's  ranch,  on  tbe  lat- 
ter, near  Uammotfa  Springs.  On  tbeSd  Srptemher.  with  Ibese companies  and  some  Indians, 
Colonel  Gilbert  took  the  trail  of  Howard's  column  at  the  opper  end  of  the  Upper  Had- 
ison  Basin,  and  followed  with  forced  marches,  making  two  of  noward's  dailj  marches  everj 
daj  through  tbe  Firehole  district,  and  across  the  Tellowslooe  at  Baronet's  Bridge,  to 
the  Fort  C.  F  Smith  road,  bj  way  of  Clark's  Fork.  At  this  road  tbe  trail  was  abandoned 
and  the  detachment,  reduced  to  about  20  officers  and  enlisted  men,  retamed  to  Fort  Ellis, 
by  way  of  the  Crow  agency. 

The  march  after  Howard's  column  was  discontinued  on  account  of  the  wom-ont  condition 
of  the  animals  pert^ning  to  the  detachment.  Colonel  Gilbert  joined  the  post  on  the  3Sth 
of  Srptember. 

CspL  W.  Clifford,  Serentb  Infantry,  with  Sergeant  Wright,  CompaDj  E,  Seventh  In- 
fantry, with  a  party  of  about  SO  citiaens,  left  the  post  September  33  to  make  a  five  days' 
scoot  in  the  direction  of  tbe  Judith  Basin.  He  saw  no  Indians,  but  found  a  trail  leading 
throngh  Hnore's  Pass  to  the  Judith  Basin. 

Lient.  George  S.  Toung,  Seventh  Infantry,  left  the  poet  for  Helena,  Mont.,  at  midnight 
August  3it,  with  dispatches  from  Colonel  Stnrgis,  Seventh  Cavalry,  to  Colonel  Gibbon,  rJ>n)- 
manding  district  at  Montana.  Llenlenant  Young  returned  to  this  post  August  36,  and 
August  37  accompanied  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gilbert  to  Helena,  Hont.,  to  assist  in  opening 
proposals  for  flonr.  Lientenaut  Yonng  was  ordered  Angnst  29  to  report  to  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel GUbert  for  duty  in  tbe  field.  Lleutanaul  Tonng  returned  to  this  post  September  36, 
le77, 
Beport  of  Company  D  hereunto  appended. 

1  am,  sir,  very  reepectfaily,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  GILBERT. 
LicKtmant-Colimel  Srasali  I^fauttj,  Cemmmm4ing  PoiL 
AsstsTAST  Adjvtaitt-Genbral,  U.  S.  A., 

DepaTtmtnt  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paat,  Mutn. 


Camp  Baker,  Mokt-,  Oeiobtr  30,  1S77. 

Bid  '.  In  compliaDce  with  your  reqaeet  of  this  dale  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  the  follow- 
ng  narraUve  of  opentlons  of  my  company  since  July  34,  Id77 ; 

In  compliance  with  Poet  Oider  No.  41,  carreDt  series.  Camp  Uaker,  Moot.,  Company  D, 
^venth  Infantry  (1  commissioned  officer,  36  enlisted  man,  6  of  tbe  enlistsd  men  being  at- 
achsd  Intm  Company  E,  Seventh  Infanlry),  left  this  post  en  tokU  to  Fort  Sbaw,  Hont., 
irrivinc  at  tbe  latter  poet  and  reporting  to  the  district  commander  for  field-service  July  27, 
H77.    Distance  maicbed,  Sfi  miles. 

The  company  forming  pari  of  General  Gibbon's  colnmn  left  Fort  Shaw,  Mont.,  at  I 
I'clock  p.  m.  Ju1y3S,  en  roaU  to  Missoula,  HonU,  moving  in  light  marching  order  (with 
mall  pack-train  to  carry  rations  and  extra  am mnnition).  via  Cadotte's  Pass  and  Big  Black- 
oot  trail,  MTiving  at  militai?  post  near  Missoula,  Mont.,  AogustS,  1877.    Distance  marched. 

The  company  lenmllilary  post  near UlsBoala,  Uont.,at  13  o'clock  m.,  August  4,  the  men 
Q  wagons,  in  parsult  of  the  hostile  Nei  Ferc&i  Indians,  then  known  to  be  moving  up  the 
alley  of  thp  Sitl«r  Boot,  and  by  a  series  of  long  and  rapid  marches,  a  part  of  the  route 
«ing  over  a  difficult  mountain  trail,  taxing  the  endurance  oi  men  and  animals  in  hauling 
be  wagons  over  tbe  mountain. 
The  command,  of  which  ray  company  formed  part,  arrived  late  on  the  evening  of  Angnst 
nithin  6  miles  of  the  hostile  Indtaa  camp.  A  bait  was  here  made  until  eleven  o'clock  at 
ight.  when  the  march  was  again  resumed,  direct  for  tbe  Indian  village,  with  a  view  of 
■  ■king  an  attack  npon  It  at  daylight  tbe  next  morning.  The  command,  unobaerred  by  the 
-~ite  Indians,  marched  lo  witbia  300  yards  of  Ibeir  village,  formed   line  of  battle,  and 

'-'■■'■  '  -        'lylight. 

ckwasgt 


300  van 
tmained  in  that  position  for  at  least  two  boars,  awwting  dayli^ 

At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  Angnst  9  the  order  to  attack  was  gtven,  my  company,  snp- 
}Tled  by  K  Company  ^aptam  Sanao}  leading  Ibe  attack.  The  Indian  camp  wa«  taken, 
id  tbe  bftttle  of  the  Big  Hole  Inaugurated,  which  lasted  alt  da^,  with  somewhat  varying 
icceos,  both  sides  losing  heavily  In  killed  snd  wounded,  resulting  finally  in  a  victory  ful 
ii;  troops,  who  camped  on  tbe  battle-field,  the  Indians  disappearing  daring  the  night  of  the 
.h,  le»TlnK  many  of  their  dead  nnbuiied  on  the  field.  Second  Lieut.  J.  T.  Tan  Orsdale, 
BTeoth  InTantrr,  joiited  my  company  in  the  field  Angnst  7,  and  one  enlisted  man  joined  ftt 
36  w  'ly^ 


562         REPOBT  OF  THE  SECBBTABY  OF  WAB. 


Ciunollta  in  Cmtpunf  D,  is  taUU  ef  Big  Bolt,  Avgutl  9,  1877. 


Cronka(Mve —  _   .   .. „ .  .-.   _  .,.    -- ._ ...__._,_. 

Mched},  (Mvere);  SergMut  William  Wright,  Compuij  £  (otUelwd),  (iligbtj;  Corponl 
John  BaniE,  Company  E  (ttUdied},  (alight)— total,  7. 

Tbe  fo11o*rinf[  extract  from  mf  report,  made  to  the  auiatant  adjuUat-geacra],  district  of 
UoDtaoa,  il  iaanttoi : 

Tbe  Mvere  and  protracted  ennpmentof  An^tt9  nai  wet)  ealcnUled  to  testtiM  conng* 
and  endnraDce  of  mv  men,  laatinf^,  sa  it  did,  from  earlj  dawn  until  dark,  with  varTinp  lac- 
ceu,  dnriog  which  ticae  we  loal  hearilj'  in  icillsd  and  wonnded,  vet  I  tliinlc  I  can  MifBlj  state 


M  of  mv  men,  laatinf^,  aa  it  did,  from  carlj  dawn  until  dark,  with  varTinp  lac- 

*hich  ticae  we  loal  heaTily  in  icillsd  and  wonnded,  vet  T  ■'^■-'-  ' -'  ' 

there  was  oat  a  man  failed  in  hii  dntj  or  doubted  (he  final  rutilt. 

While  all  under  mj  cummand  performed  their  dnt;  to  mj  entire  latiafaetion,  I  take  pkat- 
□Ts  ID  niftliiiiK  special  mention  of  the  followinf;  for  coolneas  and  (^llsntry  in  action :  Secoad 
Lieut.  J.  T.  Van  Orsdale.  Seventh  Infantrj  :  SerifeaDt  Francis  HcCofferj,  Compaoj  II. 
Serenth  Infmatry;  Firat  8erfr«ant  Thomat  McLaughlin,  Company  D.  Serentb  InfiuitiT: 
Sergeant  James  Bell  8d,  Company  E  (attached)  :  Sergeant  WtUi»m  Wright,  Company  £ 
(attached). 

The  company  left  camp  on  Big  Hole,  HonL,  Angnat  IS,  IS77,  at  route  for  If  UmdIa,  Mont, 
via  Deer  Lodge.  LieatenaDt  Van  Oridale  and  ten  enlisted  men  being  detached  to  nwke  up 
A  detachment  of  Gfty  men  ftom  tbe  Seventh  Inhntry  to  continue  the  pursuit  of  the  hostile 
lies  Percys,  under  the  command  of  General  Howard.  By  easy  marchea  the  company  ar- 
rived at  military  post  Dear  Miisoula,  Hont.,  Angnat  81,  1877,  repottinf;  for  tMopoiKrydaly 
to  tlia  commanding  officer  of  that  post,  the  present  ilation.  Second  Lieut.  J.  T.  Van  Ois- 
dale  and  the  ten  enlisted  men  of  the  company  detached  on  tbe  I2th,  joined  company  ai 
Missoula,  Mont.,  AuRnst  STi,  1977.  Distance  marched  from  Missoula,  300  milea;  total  dii- 
tonce  since  July  34,  1877,  550  miles. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant , 

BICHASD  COMBA, 
C^*l«ia  AwmU  IttftOTj. 
Lient.  Obo.  8.  Youno, 

Seventk  Itfntrf,  Poit-AdjtUnU 


SeptembBr  30,  1877: 

Companiea  A,  B,  H,  I,  and  K,  Seventh  Infantrv.  nnmhering  10  officers  and  168  enlisted 
men,  nnder  command  of  Capt.  H.  B.  Freeman,  Seventh  Infantry,  belonging  to  the  Rkni- 
son  of  Fort  Shaw,  was,  October  1,  1876,  en  route  to  Fort  Shaw,  having  been  absent  on  the 
Tellowatone  eipedition  lioce  March  17,  1876.  The  command  reached  Camp  Baker,  Octo- 
ber S,  S4  miles  ;  arrived  at  Fort  Shaw,  October  6,  82  miles;  baviDg  marched  lOG  miles. 

Company  0.  Seventh  Infantry,  was  stationed  at  Fort  Shaw;  but  13  enlisted  meoi  of 
the  compatiy  were  absent  with  tbe  bnttalioo.  Seventh  Infantry,  on  tbe  YellowBioae  expecti- 
tiou,  sna  returned  with  it  to  Fort  Shew  October  6. 

Company  O,  Seventii  Infantry,  left  Fort  Shaw  March  3,  IBT?,  parsnant  to  telernun  from 
hesdciuarters.  Department  of  Dakota,  dated  February  24,  1877.  under  oommand  of  Pint 
Lieut.  Geo,  H.  Wright,  accompanied  by  Second  Lieut.  Samuel  R.  Douglass,  with  36  eo- 
listed  men  to  tolie  station  at  Fort  Ellis  daring  the  absence  of  battallion,  Second  CaTslry. 
from  that  post  on  Yellowstone  expedition  arrived  at  Fort  Ellis,  March  13;  distance 
marched,  ife  miles-  Assistant  Surgeon  Paul  E.  Brown,  U.  B.  A.,  went  with  tbe  compuy 
to  Fort  Ellis  for  the  purpose  of  going  with  battalion  Second  Cavalry  to  Tangne  Biver. 
Montana. 

Companies  A  and  I,  Beventb  Infantry,  nnmberiog  6  officers  and  67  enlisted  men,  left  Fort 
Shaw,  Mont-,  Jane  9.  1877,  under  command  of  Capt.  C.  C.  Rawn,  Seventh  Inftmtry,  pnr- 
inant  to  telegram  from  Headquarters  Department  of  Dakota,  dated  May  IH,  1877,  for  Uis- 
sonla,  Mont.,  where  they  arrived  JuneSS;  distance  marched,  S17  mile*.  The  inteutioD  was 
to  have  theee  companies  constrnet  a  ons-compony  post  near  that  place.  Company  I  to  be  its 
farriaon,  and  Company  A  to  retom  to  Fort  Sbaw  when  no  longer  needed  at  Ulnonl^ 
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\rm,  for  Daaphia  Eapidi,  Hont-  The  maipnny  mftrphed  to  Fort  Benton,  60  milea,  ftrriv- 
iog  there  Jane  20.  LeR  there  Jane  24  un  steKmer  Hed  Clond,  attiviag  bt  Dsapbin  Bopida 
BBOM  day;  distance  by  water,  ISO  miles.  This  companj'  ii  acting  M  escort  and  guara  for 
a  parly  of  engtineerB  engaged  in  improving  the  nsviKStioQ  of  the  Miwonri  RiTer.  Eight 
enlisted  men  belonging  to  tbis  company  were  eent  AugnM  18  to  Coir  Uland,  diatance  35 
mile*  below  Daapbin  Rapids,  for  the  parpoea  of  gosrdiag  gorBmmeat  freight  onloaded  from 
steamboats  at  that  point.  On  the  23d  day  of  September  (he  hos  lie  Nei  Percys  came  from 
Ibe  direction  oF  Jndilb  Basin,  arrived  opposile  their  camp,  and  eroued  to  tbe  north  side  of 
the  Uissonri  River.  Tbey  attacked  this  party  (which  had  been  iucreased  to  12  enlisted 
men.  nnder  command  of  Sergearit  Win.  Uolctaert,  all  of  Company  B,  Seventh  Infantiy, 
joined  by  fonr  citizens)  about  (i  p  m.,  charged  sevau  diSFerent  times  npon  their  riQe-pits, 
but  were  repnisett  with  some  loss.  Thay  wounded  two  of  the  citi sens  (Walter  and  Wei- 
mar). The  Indians  burned  alxiDt  50  tons  of  freirht  duria)c  the  night  of  the  23d,  and  at 
■bout  10  a.  m.  on  the  24th  lell  the  vicinity  in  tbe  direction  of  the  pass  between  tbe  Beai'a 
Paw  and  Little  Rocky  Mountains. 

Companiei  A  and  I,  Seventh  Infantry,  nuDibering  5  officers  and  :t2  enlisted  men,  nnder 
command  of  Capt.  C.  C.  Rawn,  Seventh  Infantry,  left  Misionla  July  25,  marched  14  mites, 
to  Lo  Lo  Pass,  and  there  intienched  for  tbe  purpose  of  preventing  the  hos^lB  Nez  Pere& 
Indians  from  entpring  Bitter  Root  Valley,  Hont.  The  company  staid  there  nntil  Jnly  iiS, 
when  it  returned  to  tbe  post  near  Hissonla,  the  Indians  having  passed  aronnd  th«r  flink 
inio  the  valley. 

Compapy  G,  Seventh  Infantry,  left  Fort  Ellis,  Hont.,  Jnly  25,  1ST7,  with  2  officers  and 
32  enlisted  men,  nnder  command  of  Capt.  Geo.  L.  Browning,  Seventh  In&ntry,  in  roult  to 
MIssoqIs,  where  it  arrived  July  30:   distance,  240  miles. 

Company  K,  Seventh  Infantry,  nnmbering  3  officers  and  Z3  enlisted  men,  with  12  enlisted 
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Gibbon.  Seventh  Infantry,  ea  rvuU  to  Hissonla  to  take  part  against  hostile  Nei  Perc4s  In- 
dians. Tbe  command  mardied  with  pack-mnle«,  via  Cadotte's  Pass,  reaching  Hissoola 
AugnstS;  distance  marched,  149  mil ee. 

Companies  A,  Q,  and  IC,  Seventh  Infantry  (belonging  to  garrison  of  Fort  Shaw),  to- 
gether with  Companies  D,  F,  and  I,  Seventh  Infantry,  numbering  15  afflcera  and  146  eo- 
llsled  men,  (including  6  enlisted  men  Second  Cavalry),  and  a  monntain  howitzer,  all  nnder 
command  of  Col.  John  Gibbon.  Seventh  Infantry,  started  from  Missoula  Augnst  4.  On  the 
5lb  the  command  was  joined  by  34  citisens,  volnntecrs,  and  on  tbe  7th  by  Captain  Williams 
snd  Lieutenant  Van  Orsdate.  Seventh  Infantry.  August  9  the  command  arrived  opposite 
the  village  of  hoetile  Net  Percis  Indians,  numbering  83  lodges,  undej  Chiefs  Joseph,  Look- 
in^Glass,  and  White  Bird. 

The  command,  now  nnmbering  17  officers,  133  enlisted  metl,  and  34  citizen  Tolnnteers 
(balance  left  with  wagon-tiain  and  howitzer),  attacked  the  village  at  daylight ;  killed  89  In- 

CaBHoUUt. — Capt.  Wm.  Logan  and  First  Lieut.  James  H.  Bradley,  Seventh  Infantry,  and 
20  eniisled  men,  killed  ;  Col.  John  Gibbon,  Capt.  Conetsnt  Williams,  First  Lients.  Cbas. 
A.  CootidKe  and  Wm.  L.  English,  and  Second  Lieut.  Chas.  A.  Woodruff,  Seventh  Infantry, 
and  28  enlisted  men,  wontided ;  one  enlisted  man  Second  Cavalry,  killed ;  one  enlisted  man 
Second  Cavalry,  wounded ;  six  citizen  volnnleers  (inclnding  post-gnide  at  Fort  >Shaw), 
killed,  and  four  volunteers  wounded  ;  total,  !f9  killed  and  38  wounded.  Lieutenant  Eng- 
lish died  of  his  wonnds  August  30  ;  Sergeant  Watson,  Company  F,  Seventh  Infantry,  died 
of  his  woundi  August  29. 

On  tbe  13th  of  August,  Company  G,  Seventh  Infantry,  which  hod  been  Increased  to  3 
officers  and  59  enlisted  men,  proceeded  with  General  Howard's  command  in  pursuit  of  the 
Indians,  reached  Red  Bock  Station,  Corinue  Road,  on  the  16lh;  distance,  73  miles.  Here 
tbe  company  was  relieved  snd  ordered  back ;  reached  Deer  Lodge  19th— 123  miles ;  left 
2tBt,  and  reached  HissouU  Angust  23 — 91  milea. 

Companies  A  and  K,  with  Companies  D,  F,  and  I,  Seventh  Infantry,  left  battle-field  at 
Big  Hole  Augnst  ]3i  reached  Deer  Lodge  1 5th;  distance,  94  miles.  Heremoit  of  (he  wounded 
enlisted  men  were  left  at  theSisters'  Hospital.  Company  K,  with  Company  F,  started  on 
the  I8(h  for  Fort  Shaw  via  Helena,  HonL;  Companies  A,D,and  I  leaving  the  same  dat« 
for  Missoula,  arriving  there  August  21.     Reached  Fort  Sh«w  on  (ha  24th  ;  distaoca,   I2t 

Componr  B,  Seventh  Infantry,  under  command  of  Capt,T.  S.  Kirtland,  left  Danphin 
Rapids  and  went  down  the  river  In  boats  to  Cow  Island,  35  miles,  September  38,  I8T7,  (o 
assist  in  gnardlng  the  goFemment  atorec  landed  at  this  point  by  ateamboats. 
Very  reapectlidly,  your  obedleDt  aerntDt, 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
Cohtul  StttMk  Irfantrf,  Commmading  Ptgl, 
Assistant  AiM(;Tiurr-<ilB!rBBAL, 

Dtfartm€iit  4!f  D»kMa,  Saiitt  FaMl,  Minn.  ,00Q\ 
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Hkadquartbbs,  Fort  RinuLL.  Du.. 

Octatcr  1. 16;;. 

SlEi  In  nftj  to  tha  circalBr  letter  from  depaitment  besdqnarini,  dated  BeptcmWIt 
18r7,  I  have  the  honoT  to  nuke  the  following  report : 

DDTy  PERFORMED  BT  THE  TROOPS. 

From  May  IT,  If^R.  to  October  30,  IB76.  Companr  I,  Flrat  Inhotry  (CepL  Fern 
Walker  ia  commaiid),  woe  od  detached  eerrice  in  camp  on  the  Niobraia  BiTer,  pratocGs; 
Bottleri  J  distaDce  marched,  bO  mileB. 

On  Au(;uat  5,  Companies  O  and  K  left  poet  for  dnt;  at  Standing  Rock,  Dak.  Tne 
Jannarj  17  (o  Joniury  'iO,  167?,  Captain  Walker  with  15  enlisled  men.  on  detached  Krrut 
(moanted)  interceplinf;  and  captonng  herd  of  ponies  anppoeed  to  be  ran  off  boamfn 
agtndei ;  distance  marched,  70  miles.  Prom  Jannary  lb  to  Jannarj  19,  IBTT,  IdCDLD.F. 
Caltinan,  with  32  men  of  detachment  of  recruits, on  detached  lervica  intereeptinf  audn*. 
ttiring  herd  of  ponies  snpposed  to  he  run  oCT  from  npperapneiea;  distance  maiebed,  4tiD:*>. 
Trom  April  6  to  Aprii  til,  18;7,  Lieut.  Lonis  Wllheimi,  with  a  detachment  of  2&  tnsa  inm 
CompanW  C,  Ei  and  band  First  Infantry,  on  detached  ser*ice  at  Ponca  tf^eutj,  Dek..u 
asdet  in  removing  Ponca  Indians  to  Ihelr  new  agency  in  the  Indian  Territaiy  ;  diiUKi 
marched,  80  milea. 

From  April  6  to  Jnne  5,  1077,  Captain  Walker,  with  30  men  of  Company  t(aMmil»ii.  a 
detached  service  at  Ponca  agency.  Dak.,  and  at  Colnmbns,  Keh.,  eacortintc  the  Paiictl> 
dians  to  their  new  agnncy  In  the  Indian  Territory  ;  distance  marched,  Z75  milas. 

From  Jnly  27  to  Ati(cnit  19.  1877.  Companies  C  (Lieutenant  Scott  and  27  men),  nl  E 
(Captain  Oflley,  first  Lieutenant  Callinan,  Second  Lientensut  Wilhelmi,  and  30  enliitKl'  : 
detached  service  at  Chicago,  III.,  protecting  property  from  rioteni ;  distance  traTeled.  l.'l 

From  Jnly  18  to  JnlySS.  1S77,  Capt^n  Walker  and  7  men.  Company  I  (i 
detached  service  after  horse-thievas ;  distance  marched,  130  miles. 

From  September  IS  to  Seplembsr  16,  1877,  Lientenant  Callinan,  with  6  men  (moeDUi', 
on  detached  lervlce  at  Cedar  Island,  removing  wood.choppera :  dlManc*  marched,  7i|  mf. 

During  the  year  I  have  had  a  detachment  under  command  of  Berp^eaat  Bicbard  Pii*m. 
Company  E.  I'  irst  Infantry,  at  Ponca  agency,  Dak.  Frequently  daring  the  rear  tkc  lea-i 
her  of  enlisted  men  in  the  companies  has  been  so  small  that  the  band  has  bad  to  fuka 
guard  duty. 

aUABTKKMASTER'a  DBPARTHEITr. 

Durine  this  year  a  shed  has  been  built  on  one  side  of  the  stable,  1 12  Teet  Iod^  sdJ  15  tK 
wide,  and  iLe  stable  itself  hu  been  thoronghly  repaired.  A  new  saw-mill,  601  ff*^  '>'F 
i5i  feet  in  width,  [litch  of  roof  6  feet,  has  been  buift  In  a  safer  and  more  conveniail  fjn. 
and  the  mschinerf  from  the  old  mill  bos  been  repaired  and  put  in  the  new  building  u-;  i 
now  In  numing  order.  A  picket-fence,  900  feet  long,  has  been  built  around  the  put  km 
tery.  H7  new  headboardi  (uttered,  &q.)  placed  over  graves,  and  the  grounds  geaenllj  I* 
proved  by  planting  trees,  mabiog  walks,  &c 

POBT-BCBOOL. 

The  post-Bcbeol  is  in  very  saecesafat  operation  nnder  the  direction  of  the  post<fau>l» 
with  one  assistant ;  42  scholars  in  regular  attendance.  The  Sondftj-achool  is  alsool  >H 
•ame  strength.  ' 


There  were  30  acres  under  cultivation  this  year.    There  will  be  a  probable  yield  of  iM 
bushels  of  potatoes.    The  command  has  been  supplied  with  fresh  regetahlea  daring  tbttiM 


In  Hay  last  the  Ponca  Indians,  736  stronr,  were  snccessfhlly  removed  &om  Ihtir  I 
borne  near  the  month  of  the  Niobrara  Kver  {about  32  milea  below  thia  post)  to  thnr  h 
reservaUun  in  the  Indian  Territory. 

In  May  last  a  commtision  was  appointed  to  examine  the  conntry  on  the  HisBMri  Kl 

for  (he  parpoae  of  Hodlng  anitable  positions  for  the  Bed  Cloud  and  Spotted  Tail  i 

This  commiBslon  recommended  a  point  on  the  Missouri  Biver  near  tbe  moMh  o:  .  ^ 
Medicine  Creek  as  a  suitable  point  for  the  Bed  Cloud  agency,  and  also  a  point  oa  iIm  ll 
■oDrl  River,  near  tbe  month  of  Whetstone  Creek,  as  a  suitable  point  for  the  Bpetied  Tl 
Agency.  Those  points  were  selected  a«  being  remote  from  wbisky-selUts,  and  alw  ia  i 
vicinity  of  sufficient  bodies  of  timber  and  fnel. 

I  understand  that  this  Spotted  Tail  agency  has,  however,  batn  loMted  «t  the  eld  FM< 
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»emej.  Thii  will  place  the  Spotted  Till  IndiinB  at  Iha  mercy  or  the  trhUkj-Mllen  of 
Dakota  and  Nebraska,  and  necessitate  the  loeatioD  of  a  large  body  of  troopa  at  that  paint, 
thcrabj  canmDfc  the  niiDeceuarj  eipendilnre  of  a  large  amonnt  of  qnartermaster'B  fundi  for 
the  hnttini;  of  theie  troop*.  It  wonld  be  mnch  better  to  locate  these  ladlani  on  the  Whet- 
itone  Crock,  wbsre  ttej  can  spread  ont  with  (jfreat  advanl^te  to  thenselres  in  the  direction 
of  While  River  and  Pouca  Creek,  withoat  being  brought  in  contact  with  the  while  settlers 
of  Nebraska  and  Dakota. 

QUARTERS. 

Verj  comfortkbU  qnarten  at  thU  pott  have  alreadf  been  erected  for  the  enlisted  men  of 
five  companies,  bat  the  officers' qaart«Tii{12Bels)  are  inadequate  even  (or  the  troops  alreadj 
stationed  here,  as  It  leaves,  after  deducting  qnarten  for  a  field-officer,  post-chaplsin,  medical 
(^cer.  and  2  tegimenUi  staff-officers,  only  7  sets  for  company  officers.  Additional  sets 
could  be  very  easily  hailt  at  rewouable  rates,  saf  1400  for  each  set  of  quartan,  aud  thus 
make  this  a  very  comfortable  Gve-company  post 


Uaring  the  entire  year  it  hat  been  almost  Impossible  to  perform  the  duties  required  of  me, 
in  consrqusnce  of  the  small  oamber  of  private  soldieis  at  the  pout. 
I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  privates  in  each  company  of  infantry  be  increated  to  73. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

PINKSEY  LUOENBEEL, 
Lisatouiu-ColoiuJ  First  lafantrg,  Camatandng  Poit. 
Absistamt  Aimhtakt-Obiibral, 

D^rtmeM  nf  O^kola,  Saint  Paul,  Minn. 


Headqijarterb  Fort  Bully,  Dak., 

OeteitT  10,  1877. 

Stn:  In  compliance  with  circular  letter  from  Department  Readquarters.  dated  September 
12,  1877,  and  indonement  on  my  letter  dated  October  3,  1817,  Ibave  the  honor  to  report 
the  operttiont  of  troopa  at  Fort  Sully,  Dak.,  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1877. 

Capl.  Leslie  Smith.  First  Infantry,  with  Companies  C,  D,  and  F,  First  Infantry  (i  offleers 
and  131  men),  left  this  post  October  29,  1876,  in  compliance  with  letter  of  Instructions  from 
Heidquarten  Department  of  Dakota,  Saint  Psal,  Minn.,  August  .11,  1876.  The  command 
tnarcfaed  up  the  east  bank  of  the  Misiottrl  River  to  the  camp  of  Tall  Mandan,  to  aaaist  in 
disarming  the  fndiuit,  and  remained  at  that  point  until  November  4,  1876,  when  itretoroed 
to  this  post.     Distance  traveled  10  miles,  going  and  returning. 

Second  Lieut.  Uattltew  Mnrkland,  First  Intantry,  and  three  enlisted  men  leFl  pott  Novem- 
ber 6.  1976,  in  charge  of  prisaaeri  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  perOeneral  Orders  No.  18, 
Beadqaarters  Department  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  AngujI  39,  1876;  letnraed  No- 
vember 39,  1876. 

Maj.  H.  U.  Laxelle,  First  Infantry,  with  Companies  B  and  H,  First  lofintry  (4  officers 
and  ^1  enlisted  men),  ]ell  pott  for  field-tervice  April  24.  1877,  in  compliance  with  Special 
Orders  No.  46,  Headquarters  Deportmentof  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Uian,  Apiit  13, 1877.    Still 

CapL  Leslie  Smith,  First  Inhntiy,  with  CompfUilet  D  and  F,  First  Infantry  (9  officers  and 
77  enlisted  men),  left  post  May  11,  1877,  for  Fort  Randall,  Dak.,  pertelegraphicinstruction* 
from  Headquarters  Department  of  Dakota.  Saiot  Paul.  Hinn.,  April  30,  IIJ77,  to  pr  ceed  to 
Ponea  Agency.  Dak. ;  orderconnlermanded  onarrival  at  FortRandail;  letnmed  to  this  post 
Uay  23,  1877  i  distance  traveled  by  boat,  526  miles. 

First  Lieut  W.  R.  MiUze,  Twentieth  Infantry,  with  Company  I,  Twentieth  In&ntry.  and 
details  from  other  companies  (1  officer  and  30  men),  left  post  August  2,  1877,  for  Fort  Ran- 
dall, Dak.,  per  telegraphic  iustructions  from  Headquarters  Department  of  Dakota,  Sunt 
Paul.  Minn.,  July  26,  1677  ;  temporary  re-enforcement  of  post  of  Fort  Randall  dniing  ab- 
sence of  part  of  the  regolsr  gimson.  Relnraed  to  this  post  August  23,  1877 ;  distance 
traveled  by  boat,  526  miles. 

Second  Lieut.  J.  Oranville  Gates,  Twentieth  Infantrr,  with  R  enlieted  men  and  I  Indian 
■rout,  left  post  September  3,  1877,  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders  No.  107,  Headquarters 
Fort  Sully,  Dak..  September  2,  1877.  to  repair  telegraph  line  as  far  as  Fort  Thompson,  Dak, 
Betnrned  to  this  post  Seplembitr  13,  1877. 

Second  LienL  J.  Oranville  Oates,  Twentieth  Infantry,  20  enlisted  men  and  1  Indian  scout 


left  pott  September  £3,  1877,  in  compliance  with  telegraphic  instructions  from  Headquarters 
Department  of  Dakota,  Saint  Panl,  Minn.,  September  21,  1877,  and  Special  Order*  No.  114, 
Headquarters  Fort  Bnily,  Dak..  September  33,  1877,  eMiort  to  atiist  Sheriff  Raymond  to 
conduct  Indian  prisoneri  to  Rapid  City,  Slack  Hills,  D^.    Still  out. 
Small  details  were  sent  ont  at  various  timet  during  the  year  on  escort  and  other  dntiM. 


From  May  IT.  ' 
Walker  in  eomniai, 
letllers ;  diiUncp  i- 

On  AofCUBt    &,  ( ' 

Jmuarj  17  to  Jnii- 
(mODDted)  inleiifi 
weDciea ;  distam.'' 
Callinan,  wilb  '£i  ii 
Iniing  hord  of  poim- 
From  Afriie  to  A(i 
Compkniea  C,  E,  >ii 


diam  to  their  new  iiu 

From  July  ■J7  l" 

(CaptlinOffley,  Kir- 

deiacbed  aeivice  at  ' 

From  July  18  to 
detacbed  aanice  ali 

Fram  Septembtr 
DD  dclacfacd  wrvic' 

DariDfc  Uie  jeiir  '. 
Company  E,  tirst  1 
boi  of  cnliBted  mci. 
gukid  dntj. 


DntinK  (hU  yen 
wide,  and  ibe  Rtii' 
25i  fe«tinwidili, 
and  ibe  nuchinei,^ 


Tbepott-acbo^' 
vitb  ons  BuiBlaii 
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i4Mr  the  month  of  the  White  Earth  EUrer,  on  the  west  ^a  of  the  Miiooori,  and 
^[ween  Crow  Creek  aad  the  Qreat  Bend,  od  the  left  buik.     Both  Iribss  appear 
uiil  friendlj.  but  are  atill  nell  armed  aud  moanted.    No  hostile  parties  have 
jI'  iu  this  vicioitj  for  ayear. 

L  Liia  new  Bed  Cloud  aaency  is  ia  proceBS  of  coastractioii  neat  the  Great  Bend, 
1^  .'  Qiilea  above  here,  by  laaa. 

■'ir,  reij  reepectfiillv,  yoor  obedient  ssiviDt, 

I.  D.  DE  RirasY, 
Cllplaim  Fint  iKfantrj/,  CoMBianduig  Ihe  Station. 
A  DtUTAHT-0  BN  BR  AL, 
I'laarUrt  Dtparlimtnt  rf  Dakott,  SaiMI  Paul,  Mihk. 


Headquarters  Fort  Snellisq,  Hinn.. 

Sqitemitr  SB,  1877. 
circalar  from  baadqnartrrs  Department  of  Dakota  of  the  IStfa  iaitaot, 
r'l  that  the  operations  of  the  troops  at  Fort  Snellinic  daring  the  past  twelve 
t-  Ihe  traosler  of  Company  C,  Twentieth  Infantry,  to  Fort  Rice,  Dak.,  and 
'    Dpaniee  B  and  O,  same  re^ment,  from  Fort  Bipley,  Minn.,  to  this  poit. 
mpany  B,  Twentieth  Infantry,  is  on  detached  service,  preMrving  order  at 
ttiOQ.  White  Earth,  Hinn. 
itxlied  strenstfa  of  the  companies   since   Anenst,  1676,  and  Hay  9,  JHT7  («ee 
r.n  47,  current  aeriee,  headqoarters  of  the  Army),  and  the  demand  upon  the 
y     Inbor.   fKiifcne,  and  routine  dnty,  has,   at  this  post,  practieall;  prevented  all 
,   .  Ill  ilrill,  target  practice,  and  other  essendal  duties  of  a  soldier. 
I,  sir,  yoare,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  BTKES, 
Coiontl  Tmtmtitdt  fi^aafry,  Commattding  Pott. 
%KT  AlUUTANT  GBKBRAI,,  U,  B.  a.. 
^di/uartert  DifmrtmenI  o^  Dakota,  Saiat  Paal,  JTiaa. 


HEADQUAHTBRa  Fort  ABEKi»nHBiB.  Dak., 

S^mbtr  19,  1677. 

.   c^impliance  with  yani  letter  of  September  13,  1877,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
ng  operations  of  this  command,  vit : 
.'  last  annnal  report,  September  10, 1876,  Ihe  following  movement!  of  troops  have 

.''Tit.  R.  M.  Taylor,  Twentieth  Infantry,  with  a  detachment  of  3  non.commis- 
:r  nod  13  privates  arrived  at  this  post  from  Fort  Seward,  Dak.,  September  ]3, 
ving  Company  E,  Twentieth  Infonb'y,  which  company  proceeded,  September  15, 
'  .iwer  Bru16  Agency,  Dak. 

:iy  F.  Seventh  Cav^ry.  arrived  at  this  post  from  Cheyenne  agency,  Dak.,  No- 
l,  l'n'6.  relieving  First  Lient.  R  M.Taylor,  and  detachment  Twentieth  Infantry, 
-iLchment  proceeded, Navemher  19,  1H76,  to  Fort  Seward,  Dak. 
>iiy  A,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  arrived  at  this  post  from  Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak,,  to 
..n,  November  82,  1876. 

.'ly  F,  Seventh  Cavalry,  left  the  post  m  roKle  to  Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak.,  for  field 
.\pril  13.  1877.     1  am  unable  to  report  any  of  the  operations  of  this  company  since 

my  A,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  accompanied  General  Terry's  expedition,  which  left 

Lincoln,  Dah,,  October  16.  1676. 

'TV  recpectfhllT,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BITRNS, 
First  Lieut.  Sectutmnth  h^aulTjl,  Comnanding  Pett. 
-TAirr  Adjutant-Genbral. 

"■•H^rtMent  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn. 


Headquarters  Fort  Pehbina,  Dak., 

S«p(«i»fter86,  1877, 
with  the  requirements  of  circalar  letter,  dated  September  13,  1877,  I 
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_  TmD^-HTan  men  were  out  dnring  ths  jaar  at  Tuhnu  time*  npAiring  th*  tdecriph 
lim.  Tbe  foUowinf*  cbaairu  b>Te  been  mue  in  tha  eomuDiw  eomposine  the  tnituon 
dnriDg  tbe  jeu  :  On  Ibe  Ttb  NoTenber,  1876,  Compuij  C.  r'int  liAatij,  left  poM  fn  Fort 
SsndKll,  Dak..paiSpedal  f^eld  Orden  No.  61,  BMdqnanon  OepBrtmeol  of  Dakotk,  diMd 
CheyeDoe  Agency,  Dak.,  Norember  4,  liffdL  On  tbe  ISth  KoTember,  1876,  Compuj  B, 
Fint  Infantry,  arrivAd  at  tbe  poit  from  Fort  Rice,  Dab.,  per  8peci*l  Field  Oi^en  No.  61, 
Headqnartera  Department  of  Dakota,  dated  Cbeyenne  Agency,  NoTember  4, 1876.  On^u 
5th  May,  1H77,  Company  D,  EleTeotb  Infantry,  and  E,  Twentieth  Infantry,  vrired  at  lb> 
poit  for  temporary  duty  in  tlie  abtence  of  Companlea  D  and  F,  Fitet  lofaniiy  (the  regnlu 

S>rrieoi>>.  On  tbe  3d  July,  1877,  Company  D,  Elorenth  lo&atry,  returned  to  ite  station  U 
beyenne  a|tency.  Dak.,  and  on  tbe  eame  date  Companiee  E  and  I.  Twaotieth  ]nfaiiliT< 
joined  the  poit,  per  pararrapb  1 .  Special  Orders  No.  84,  Ueadqoarlera  Depanmeut  uf  Dikoa, 
BaJntFanl,  Minn.,  Jnne  35,  1877. 

Leslie  Smith  and  I^lrvt  Lien 

le  Gatee  and  Sacond  Lienl.  I ,., _..^ .   .  ___  , 

■erriceat  Loner  Bml6,  on  court-martial  doty,  from  July'Sii  to  Angtut  7,  1877. 

The  dutiei  of  tbe  post-qtMutermaeter  have  been  oneront  and  in  all  caeca  promptly  fl- 
formed.    Dnrinf;  the  anmnier  he  has  nhipped  atorei  both  no  and  down  tbe  rirer  on  Sd  bilU    < 
of  lading,  and  in  quantitie*  of  qaartermoetei'i  property  and  commisaary  ilorea,  amoaotiiif   j 
UiS-'S  boia,  107  aacki,  65  barrel^  68  bidee,   15  bundle*,  11   bales,  U  miilei,12  selig! 
'  ti  wagoni,  I  borw,  and  I  ihiojcle  macbine. 

laborion  _. 

o  nlcbta  Id  bed. 

,     _..!»•  by  tfaeqnuten . .. ,  ,,, 

■pedal  guard  at  tbe  landing  about  thiee  miles  belaw  tbe  post,  sometimes  for  a  period  J 
three,  four,  and  five  days,  awaiting  tbe  aniTal  of  the  boat*. 
I  am,  sir,  very  retpectlnlly,  yonr  obedient  serrant, 

LESLIE  SMITH, 
Captain  Fint  h/antrt,  CammaMdimg  P-t. 
Ahsistaht  ADiDTAirr-GBKERAL, 

HuulqaarttTt  DtyaHmtU  ^  Dakata,  Saial  Ftal,  Mian. 


HiLiTARr  Station,  Lowbk  BsclA  Aokkct,  Dak., 

Septanitr  SO,  I8r7. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  lo  inbmit  tbe  following  report,  in  accordance  with  drcnlar  leliei 
dated  Headqnsrters  Department  of  Dakota,  September  13, 1877. 


Tbe  poat  has  not  nndergone  any  material  alteration  darinif  the  year.  Tha  riTsr  has  om 
encroached  upon  the  lite  as  much  as  was  anticipBied.  The  buildiogs  (log),  witL  the  excep- 
tion of  those  erected  within  the  ia«t  two  year*,  are  mncb  dilapidated  from  a|te. 

Daring  the  year  two  s«ts  of  frame  quarters  for  officers,  one  frame  store-honM,  50  feelb; 
30  feet,  and  one  £at'boat  were  contracted.  Two  other  sets  of  officers'  qnarters  had  hf 
additions  mode  to  tbem,  and  were  temporarily  subdivided  to  accommodate  a  temporary  in- 
crease oF  the  garrison  last  winter.  Tbe  store-bonses  at  present  in  use  were  occnj^d  by  llx 
additional  troops  ordered  here,  tbe  stores  having  been  placed  in  an  nnoccnpled  waiehooN 
left  here  by  the  Indian  Bureau  wben  the  agency  was  moved.  Tbe  store-houses  were  nudt 
tenable,  and  had  kitchens,  wash-bouses,  <&c.,  added  lo  themj  thewhole  was  aecomplis^ 
iTom  (he  material  provided  by  tbe  |3,000  appropriated  last  fait. 


The  command  at  present  consists  of  3  officers,  ono  acting  ai  _.  ^ . 

listed  men. 

In  September  last  the  garrison  was  fe4oforced  by  Companies  E  and  L  TwenUetb  Inba- 
try,  and  they  remained  until  tbe  SOtb  of  April,  when  Ibey  embarked  for  Cheyenne  agenrj. 
No  icoutt,  marches,  or  other  operations  were  conducted  tn  tbe  field  daring  toe  j«ar.  Tb« 
■tieaglh  of  tbe  command  is  now  so  diminished  that  the  necessary  doty  and  labor  impond 
npoD  Ibe  troops  am  at  timet  sererely  felt, 

THE  lltDIAKB. 
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encampad  near  the  month  of  the  Wbite  Evth  BiTer,  on  the  wect  inta  of  the  MIhouH,  and 
the  latter  betKsen  Crow  Creak  and  the  Great  Bead,  on  ihe  left  bank.  Both  tribes  appear 
ti  be  qniet  and  friendlj.  but  are  atil]  well  armed  and  mounted.    No  hostile  parties  have 


a  heard  of  in  this  vicinity  far  a  jear. 

Ipreientlhe  newRedClr"' 

and  abont  35 


I  of  eonatracllon  near  the  Oreat  Bend, 
I  am,  lir,  very  respectfolly,  joar  obedient  servant, 


I.  D.  DE  EUSST. 
Captain  Finl  laftmlrg,  CommoHlUng  tkt  Slaliait. 

AsmSTAXT  ADJDTANT-QENBItAL, 

Hta^qiiarttn  DepATtnumt  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn. 


FORT   SNELLma.   MINN,:    FORT    ABERCKOHBIE,    DAK.  i    FORT   PEMBINA, 

DAK. ;  FORT  SEWARD,  DAK. ;  FORT  8I8SETON,  DAK.  i  AND  FOET  TOTTBN. 

DAE. 

Headquarters  Fort  Shelling.  Hihn., 

Sepltmier  SS,  1877. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  cirenUr  from  headquarters  Department  of  Dakota  of  the  ]2th  instant, 
I  have  to  report  that  tba  operattons  of  the  troops  at  Fort  Snellintr  daring  the  past  twelve 
months  embrace  tbe  tnosFer  of  Compaay  C,  Twentieth  Infanlrr.  to  Fort  Bice,  Dak.,  and 
the  arriral  of  Conipaoiea  B  and  Q,  same  regiment,  from  Fort  Ripley.  Hiao.,  (o  this  post. 

At  this  date  Comptiny  B,  Twentieth  Infaniry,  is  on  detached  service,  preserving  order  at 


troops  for  labor,   faiigne,  and  roatine  duty,  has,  at  this  post,  pTOctleally  prevented  all 
instmction  in  drill,  target  practice,  and  other  essential  dalles  of  a  soldier. 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  very  reepectfnlly, 

GEO.  STKE8. 
Cohtl  T^ksImU  AtA>'"T>  CvmmanJing  Pot. 
Absibtant  ArMUTAirr  Oekeral,  U.  S.  A., 

Htaiqturttn  Dtf*itaunt  of  Dakala,  Saint  Paul,  Minn, 


HEADQtJARTERB  Fort  Aberorombib.  Dak., 

S^UmbmlV,  1977. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  yonr  latter  of  September  li!,  1677,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
tbe  following  opwatioos  of  this  command,  vli : 

Since  tbe  liut  annnal  report,  September  10, 1876,  the  fallowing  roovements  of  troops  have 
taken  place. 

First  Lieut.  R.  M.Taylor.  Twentieth  Infantry,  with  a  detachment  of  3  non-rommis- 
aioned  staff  and  12  privates  arrived  at  this  post  from  Fort  Seward,  Dak.,  September  13, 
1876,  relieving  Company  E,  Tirenlieth  Infantry,  which  company  proceeded,  September  IS, 
1676.  to  Lower  BnilS  Agency,  Dak. 

Company  F.  Seventh  Cavalry,  arrived  at  this  poet  from  Cheyenne  agency.  Dak.,  No- 
vember 14,  1976.  relieving  First  Lient.  R  M.Taylor,  and  detachment  Twentieth  Infantry, 
which  detachment  proceeded,  November  19,  1876,  to  Fort  Seward,  Dak. 

Company  A,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  arrived  at  this  post  from  Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak.,  to 
take  station,  November  23,  1876. 

Company  F,  Seventh  Cavalry,  left  tba  post  at  roult  to  Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak.,  for  field 
service,  April  1!.  1877.  I  am  unable  to  report  any  of  the  operations  of  this  company  since 
it  left. 

Company  A,  Seventeeuth  Infantry,  accompanied  General  Terry's  expedition,  which  left 
Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak.,  October  16.  1976. 

Tory  reepectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  BCRNS, 
Ftnt  ImuI.  SeBcntttrntk  InfantTy,  Conmanditig  Poll. 
AtistSTANT  Adjdtant-Oehekal. 

DepaTtmtut  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn. 


Headquabtbrs  Fort  Pembina,  Dak., 

5<7l«iiiter26,1677. 
Sir;  In  occordonoeitith  tbe  reqniiemants  of  circnlw  letter,  dated  September  12,  1877, 1 
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bSTC  (he  honor  to  report  thkt  the  compsoiei  compoiin^  tbi«  FomnuiDd  hav*  ban  fBdatmiaf 
reKiilar  ^nison  duty,  and  have  made  no  ehui^  of  Btation  during  the  pMt  jmt. 
Very  respectfally,  jonr  obedient  HrTant, 

J.  8.  McSAUOHT. 

6'«;i(a»  TiBtnttlk  I^fauWw,  Ctmmamhmf  Pat 
ASSISTTAIiT  AlMirrAHT-OENERAL, 

Difanmeat  ^  DakoU,  Smimt  Pcul,  Mimn. 


Headqtjarterb  Fort  Bsward.  Dtx^ 


Sir  :  BeferriD);  to  circalv  letter  from  DepartmeDt  beadqiurlon,  dated  8epteinb«r  IS,  1^7 
I  have  the  honor  to  infono  you  that  the  dnliei  of  the  few  troops  slalioDed  at  tli>  «1  bn 
Iteen  confined  to  ordinarr  ffarrfton  rontine  and  an  occaaional  eaoort  party  to  Pott  IWao. 

The  pmt  it  to  be  vacated.    The  garriaoD  will  march  out  on  the  IM  of  Odobo  pioiiw 


been  confined  to  ordinarT  ffarrfton  rontine  and  an  occaaional  eaoort  party  to  Pott 
The  pmt  it  to  be  vacated.    The  garriaoD  wilt  march  out  on  the  IM  of  Odobia  , 

I  have  deaiftnated  the  faonr  of  noon,  September  30.  ea  the  time  for  the  official  raoiuif  ofii>' , 

po»t.    I  have  been  partienlar  in  deeigfnatinr  the  day  and  bonr,  for  the  reMon  thai  tfiqaR-  I 

tion  may  come  np,  aa  it  haa  come  np,  regaining  the  preciae  bonr  the  troopa  left  a  icMrraiiK. 

I  make  thii  explanation ,  aa  It  may  be  tbonght  a  little  odd  Ibatlthonld  at  particular  ia  ■ta 

miKht  be  thonght  ao  small  a  matter. 
There  will  be  nutbinft  left  at  Port  Sewaid  eic«pt  (he  public  bnildinga.     ETerythisf  m- 

viteable  haa  been  taken  np  and  ahipped.    There  will  be  hardly  anytfaioK  for  mrwtrnmartitr- 

3  Aimy  wafron  beds,  I  panlin,  13  elbowa,  1 1  spreader-aticka,  ia  all.    lliia  i«  a  food  i^f- 

inc ;  Qo  picking  for  any  one. 

Finally  there  haa  notbioK  occnrred   here  during  the  year  worthy  of  mentkia,  alkr  tku 

what  rehn  to  the  «acatinf(  of  the  poat. 

Verj  reipectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant. 


J.  H.  PATTEBSON, 
Captana   Ticntictk  ImfrnMrj,  C— »»i%. 

ABAISTaMT  ADJin-AHT-OCMRRAL. 

McaifiwrHr*  Dtfmrtmun  t^  Daktta,  Saint  Fait,  Mmm, 


Headquartkbs  Fokt  Sissbton,  Dak. 

a€pttmktT  37,  len. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  the  IZlh  iastant,  I  hare  the  honor  to  anbmit  b«R-  | 
with  the  CdUowiuk  report  of  opeTBttoos  of  the  eommaod  of  this  post  for  the  past  year : 

Company  C,  Seventeenth  Infantrj,  left  this  post  on  2l8t  dav  of  March,  11^6,  a  rt^iJ  i 
Fort  AWtiam  Lincoln,  Dak.,  arriving  at  Fort  Abe rcombie,  Dak.,  HBrcb28,  having  DiaRbJ 
the  distance  of  SO  miles  ibroagh  deep  snows  in  ■□  averse  Iemperatni«  of  about  W  abon  | 
lero.  After  performing  garrison  dntv  at  Fort  Abercrombie,  Dak.,  nnm  April  19,  the  cob*  I 
panj  on  the  20th  took  its  departure  for  Fort  Liocoln,  marching  the  distance  of  X  miles  i^ 
Fargo,  Dak.,  in  one  day,  from  thence  proceeded  April  21,  by  rail,  to  Bismarck,  Dak..  wb« 
It  arrived  al  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  next  day  crossed  the  Uissouri  to  Fort  l^iucoln.  Hiriif 
been  joined  to  the  forces  of  the  expedition  against  the  hostile  Sioux,  then  preparing  al  tx. 
LiuGom,  Dak.,  It  left  that  post  May  17,  and  arrived  at  mouth  of  Powder  Biver,  UodL,Jiuk 
II.  having  marcbed  the  distance  of  307i  mile*. 

From  tbis  date  the  company  performed  camp  daty  at  the'supply  depot  at  month  of  Pn* 
der  River  until  Jaly  19,  when  it  crossed  the  Yellowstone  and  marched  up  the  left  bwb^' 
this  river  to  Little  Porcnpiiie  Creek,  and  from  thence  back  to  oppoiite  Boaebod  Creek.  aiti<- 
infc  at  this  place  July  ^:  total  distance  marched,  121  miles. 

On  Angnat  1  the  company  embarked  on  the  steamer  Far  West  for  the  month  of  Psvdri 
Biver,  to  save  a  lot  oF  grain  left  at  that  place,  and  on  its  way  back  to  Koaebnd  was.'S 
Augunt  3,  trauaferred  from  steamer  Far  West  to  steamer  Carroll,  then  on  her  way  In  tV- 
Buford,  Duk.,  for  escort  dnty.  Arrived  at  liuford.  Dak.,  on  August  4,  the  compaay  ^n- ' 
formed  garrison  duty  from  August  5  to  Aogusl  IT.  at  which  date  it  re-embarked  on  jttaiM 
Carroll  bonnd  for  Wolf  Bspids  (Yellowstone)  1  left  steamer  Carroll  and  encamped  on  Yrll^- 
atone  at  (he  foot  of  Sheridan's  Butte  August  24.  Here  the  company  remained,  peifbnr'.c; 
alternately  camp  and  escort  dnty  nntil  September  6,  when  upon  the  atoret  baTing  beeD  tiu- 
ferred  to  Foit  No.  I  on  Tongue  Biver,  Monl.,  the  camp  was  broken  op,  and  the  oioipuj 
I  marched  to  Qlendive  Creek,  Mont,  forming  part  of  escort  to  government  wagon'tnini ' 
arrived  at  Qlendive  Creek,  September  9 ;  distance,  84  miles. 

From  September  10  the  company  performed  escort  duty  with  wagon  trains.  frn{klii( 
rnpplios  ttjm  Qlendive  Creek,  Hont.,  to  Poet  No.  1  on  Tongoe  lUver,  Hont..  itnlil  Kowb- 
tier  30,  1*177,  making  the  round  trip  four  times ;  marching  a  dtatance  of  I.OSO  laUes:  sapf 
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ingio  iktrmiibM  witb  hoatlte  Indiuu  on  Rpring  Crack,  Honl~  October  II,  ted  on  Cleft 
Cmk.  Uont.,  October  15,  I8TS. 

On  OeeetDber  I  tbe  compenr  atarted  from  Oleodive  Creek,  UonL,  <■  reula  to  Fort  Sitae* 
too,  Dik.,  Hid  arrived  nt  Furt  Buford,  Dak..  Demmberi);  left  Bnford  December  7,  and 
artiiei  at  Biamarck,  Dak.,  December  IM:  proceeded  from  thence  December  21  b;  Northern 
PuiGt  R^lraad  lo  Fargo,  Dak. ;  left  Fargo  December  22  and  arrived  at  Fort  Siweton, 
Dak.,  December  87 ;  tbe  distaooe  between  Gleadive  and  Bufnrd,  75  niles ;  Buford  and  Bis- 
marck. 2.tS  miiea :  and  between  Fargo  and  Siuetoa,  I] 5.  Wai  (narcbed  tbrongb  a  aoow 
aeieril  feet  deep,  and  at  an  average  temperatnre  of  about  M"  below  sero.  Knee  then  tha 
conipan;  bu  performed  garrison  dntj  at  Fort  Siwetoo.  Dak. 

Compan;  B,  Beventeenlb  Infantry,  which  formed  a  part  of  the  gariiBon  at  Ibis  poft,  left 
Ha;  26.  1877,  fw  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln,  Dak. 
Vtry  respeclfnllf ,  jonr  obedient  serrant, 

B.  E.  A.  CEOFTOSf, 
NajoT  S€Vtutunlk  Ji^anlrf,  CmsMMtiaf  Post. 
ASSI!(TA1IT  ADiUTAirr-QBMKIUL, 

Dtptirtntnt  ■■/ Dmkolti,  SaimI  faal,  MimK. 


fl£ADQUARTBB8  FORT  TmTTEH,  DaK., 

8tpUwd»r  30,  1877. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  circalar  letter  from  department  headqnartere  of  September  IS, 
18TT,  I  bare  the  honor  to  report  that  durinj;  the  past  year  tbe  garrison  of  this  poet  has  con- 
listed  of  one  company  of  infantirand  one  of  cavalry.  On  tbe  iStb  of  Angnst,  m  pursuance 
of  telegr^ibic  iustrnctions  from  department  beoilquarters  (and  Special  Order  No.  Ill},  com- 
panr  C,  Serenth  Cavalry,  left  tbe  post  on  detached  service  for  the  pnrpusa  of  protecting  the 
stage  roote  betvreen  Bismarck  and  Deadwood,  Dak.,  and  is  at  this  data  still  absent  on  that 
•ervice.  The  further  reduction  of  the  garrison  by  the  mnster  out  of  men  oonseqneut  upon 
Oeueral  Order  No.  47,  Adjutant.Oeneral'a  OfEce.  current  series,  left  the  post  with  a  weak 
company  of  infantry,  uambering  29  men,  to  take  charge  of  an  nnasnally  large  post,  and  to 
look  after  an  Indian  reservation  of  overa  Ibousand  souls.  While  there  has  been  no  difficulty 
with  the  latter,  tbe  dispoeition  of  the  Indians,  especially  of  tbe  discontented  onee.  is  largely 
affected  by  ihe  siie  of  the  garrison,  and  a  weak  force  is  apt  to  tempt  petty  depredations. 
There  are  no  seonta  ur  escort  duties  to  be  reported. 
Very  reapectfally,  your  obedient  Hrvant, 

A.  A.  HARBACH, 
Caflai*  Tvnuielk  ImfaMrjf,  CamMmnding  Pan. 
AssurrAMT  Aimutant.Gbiibral, 

DtporfBURt  eflMlcala,  Smiat  Patd,  Jliaa. 


Camf  of  Sevbmth  Catalht, 
Ntmr  MtiiUktll  Rivu,  Mimt.,  Stplembtr  18,  IBTT. 
Sir  :  In  complianoe  with  the  instmclions  of  tbe  colonel  commanding,  I  bavetbe  honor  to 
BDbmil  the  following  report  of  Ihe  part  taken  by  the  baltalion  under  m;  coDimaud  in  the 
eDfCBf^ment  with  the  Nez  PerclSs,  at  Canon  Creek,  ou  Ihe  13th  : 

Tbe  battalion  was  made  up  of  three  troops  Beveotb  Cavalry.  Troop  I,  Captain  Nowlan, 
Second  Lieut.  E. P.  Brewer,  and  51  enlisted  men;  troop  F,  Captain  J.  M.  Bell,  .'■econd  Lieut. 
H-  J.  Slocum,  and  61  enlisted  men ;  troop  L,  First  Lient.  John  Wilkinson  and  47  enlieled 
men.     Of  these,  at  the  time,  nine  men  were  temporarily  detached. 

The  battalion  beina:  in  advance  of  the  column  when  the  presence  of  the  Indians  was  de- 
tected. Lientenant  Wilkinson,  commaodiug  tbe  advance  guard,  was  directed  lo  deploy  bie 
troop  in  line  and  fallow  tbe  guides :  tbe  other  two  troops  were  disposed  in  columog  of  foiira 
behiDd  his  flanks.  In  this  order  Ihe  iMttalion  moved  some  Hre  or  sli  miles,  chauging  direc- 
tion toward  tbe  binffd  on  the  left,  toward  which  the  IndiariB  were  said  1«  be  dovIiie. 

Approaching  tbe  blnff.  Lieutenant  Wilkiasou's  troop  was  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and 
Dift«r  moving  about  a  mile  was  halted  to  allow  the  rest  of  Ihe  command  to  close  np,  the 
rftpidity  of  the  movement  and  the  eibansled  condition  of  tbe  bnises  having  unduly  strung 
it  out.  At  Ibis  point  I  first  tpt  sight  of  tbe  Indians,  and,  aa  well  as  I  could  make  out  their 
mo'vements,  they  seemed  to  be  hurrying  their  squaws  and  herd  toward  a  canon,  about  five 
milee  away,  which  I  could  not  see,  but  of  t'le  eiisteoce  of  which  I  was  veiy  imperfectly 
iDformed  by  a  civilian  who  rode  up  to  me  on  tbe  skirmish  line,  hut  disappeared  again  bafon 
I  conld  fully  get  the  benefit  of  his  local  knowledge. 
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DeMning  it  veij  important  to  lecaTa  tba  blnff  oc  tha  oaaMat  (tba  waat)  flank  of  iht  cudd, 
Wilklnion  was  moved  at  once  bj  the  left  flank  at  a  trot.  Bell  and  Nowlan  (bUowiiiK,  in  order 
to  harry  hii  line  to  tfaebloff,  which  for  the  time  I  miitookfor  the  flank  of  the  cuoD.lowanl 
which  the  Indiana  were  moTJoit.  Bising  the  blnff,  the  battalion  wae  met  bj  a  Urely  fin  fram 
the  Indian  iklrmiab  line,  which  had  poaMHion  of  the  ptataan,  and  were  ir  ' '  — 


d  by  l;lo|F  behind  the  farther  edf^  of  the  blnff.  The  battalloD  waa  at  naoa  dismoiuiiad 
d  deployed  on  foot,  and  poihad  rapidly  aorou  the  plalean  nnder  a  ibarp  fire  from  the  In- 
diaoi  at  the  farther  aii».    The  men  were  almoat  entirely  recruiti,  bnt  ditmonnled  and  fonntd 


nnder  fire,  and  mored  rapidly  to  the  front,  driTioiE  the  ladiani  with  perfect  ateadiit 
nnezpected  coolnea  and  abience  of  confhuon.    TIm  farther  edge  of  the  plateaa  being  tak 
it  wai  then  diaoorered  that  tbia  wai  not  Ute  Bank  of  the  caAon,  which  rould  now  be  w 


with  a  broad  Talleyiome  three  mile*  wide  interranlnir,  amply  inleraectod  by  n _ 

gDlebea,  in  which  the  Indiana  were  taking  iheller  (o  dUpnIe  farther  progreaa  tawald  the 
canon  moath. 

Aa  lOon  aa  the  ctoand  waa  f^ily  aeen  the  aklrmiab  line  was  poahed  down  into  and  acroM 
the  valley,  (tsadily  driving  the  Indiana  from  rarino  to  ravine,  and  pnihing  them  sa  rapidly 
aa  the  wearied  atate  of  tbe  men  permitted. 

At  tbU  Ume  a  peraonal  commnnicalion  with  the  colonel  commanding  infonned  me  thai  i 
he  had  determined  to  push  Benteen'a  battalion  (wliicb  bad  come  np  mounted  on  my  left! 
rapidly  across  my  front,  with  tbe  intention  to  cut  off  that  part  of  the  herd  which  bad  not 
yet  got  shelter  of  tbe  caSon.  This  waa  aome  three  mile*  to  onr  right  fronL  I  wma  directed 
to  Bid  this  movement  by  poshing  the  Indians  in  my  front  and  moving  np  to  Benteen's  sop- 
port  aa  svon  as  be  had  paased  my  fronL  As  soon  atJUotaen  was  aeen  to  be  in  motion,  mj 
led  borsaa  were  ordered  to  move  np,  Intending  to  monnt,  and  by  a  rapid  movement  ■iienra 
the  month  of  tlie  canon  at  Benleen'a  left,  and  snpport  hii  advanoe  on  the  otber  side.  B; 
aome  unfbrlanale  blander  Ifae  order  to  tbe  led  horaes,  thongh  aaveral  timea  repented,  vru 
miaapprebeuded,  and  wlwn  at  laat  obeyed  waa  dona  with  diffienlty  Iiecaaae  of  tbe  fagged 


hones  and  deep  ravines,  and  I  was  compelled  to  move  on,  on  foot,  which  waa  done  as  ru- 
idly  aa  the  men  (already  ozbaBsled  by  rapid  fighting  on  foot  over  thraa  milea  of  gronnd) 
oonld  move  forward.    Dnring  ^lia  a  moremsnt  of  the  Crows,  wlia  at  that  distMtoe  were  m" 


taken  for  lioatiiea,  toward  onr  ligbt  rear  threatened  onr  led  boraea,  compelled  for  a  ahot 
time  the  checking  of  tbe  akirmlab  line,  nntil  it  waa  fonnd  that  they  were  not  Nea  Parc^  at- 
tacking onr  herd. 

la  spite  of  these  delays  tbe  line  was  pnsfaed  forward  into  tbe  month  of  the  canon  in  liitK 
to  prevent  any  movement  on  Benteen's  rear.  Here  tbe  line  was  checked  by  a  strong  font 
of  hoetiles,  who  liad  poaled  tbemMlvsa  in  tbe  eniM  r^vitM*  and  behind  the  roeka  at  the  moath 
of  the  canon  to  soch  advantage  that  it  was  f^nnd  impoaeibie  l«  dislodge  them  by  a  front 
attack  witbont  great  loss.  Nowlan's  troop  was  now  withdrawn  from  tba  line  and  posted  as 
reserve  on  the  right  flank.  The  renudndwof  tbe  lliw  extended  to  cover  the  vacant  g^roond, 
while  Ian  men  nnder  Sergeant  Coalello  of  Nowlan's  troop  were  "v^i"^  and  moved  npidlf 
to  the  eitreme  left  with  orders  to  dismount  and  scale  the  blnff  at  the  point  of  the  cuso 
from  which  tbey  conld  enSlade  the  Indian  line.  Orders  were  given  tlie  whole  line  In  tA- 
vance  al  the  chaige  as  soon  aa  the  Srst  ahoU  from  Sergeant  Costello's  party  showed  that  be 
had  gained  tbe  bluff.  While  this  movemanl  was  in  conrse,  I  went  to  confer  wf  tfa  tbe  col- 
onel commanding  near  Benteen's  poal^on,  and  found  that  he  had  determined  to  withdraw 
Benteen  and  send  him  to  secure  a  lodgment  on  the  west  flanking  blnff  of  the  canon,  Iw- 
yond  the  position  Sergeant  Costelio  was  endeavoring  lo  secure.  As  that  movement  cob- 
menced  I  relnmed  to  my  skirmish  line  and  found  Sergeant  Costello's  party  bad  jnat  caioed 
the  hlnff;  a  moment  after,  with  his  first  shots,  the  whale  line  charged  and  drove  the  Indian* 
in  rapid  flight  up  the  canoo.  The  hostilea  on  the  east  lunk  of  the  creek  finding  ns  in  tbcii 
iear  also  flad,  and  tbeii  line  did  not  agsiD  rally  and  halt  nnlil  it  reached  the  bead  of  tb( 

Tbe  whole  line  wm  now  withdrawn,  monnted,  and  mored  to  the  east  bank  of  tbe  cre^ 
where  H  Troop  (Lieutenant  Fuller  comioaDdlng),  of  Beoteea's  battalion,  joined  me.  Pul- 
ler's troop,  snppotlsd  by  Wilkinson,  was  sent  to  scale  tbe  blnff  on  the  east  face  of  tiat 
canon,  lo  seeare  a  lodgment  on  top,  while  Nowlan  waa  sent  farther  down  the  eaaon  to  tH 


the  movement,  sen tk  considerable  body  to  dispute  the  effort,  which  failed  becanse  ttie  appei 
scarp  of  the  side  of  tlie  caHon  proved  lo  be  a  perpendicnlar  face  of  rock  abont  SO  feet  is 
height,  and  eiteodiug  alon^  the  side  of  the  canon  for  several  miloa.  It  was  found  impas- 
sible, too,  to  cover  tbe  advance  with  Wilkinson's  fire,  and  Faller  was  withdrawn  under  a 
sharp  fire  from  Ibe  Indisns,  delivered  from  behind  tbe  shelter  of  the  rocks  overhajigiag  tb« 
sidee  of  tbe  bluff.  It  was  loo  near  nightfall  to  make  the  attempt  elsewhere,  and  Poller,  ia 
compliance  with  orders  from  the  colonel  commandiog,  was  sent  to  protect  tbe  field  hospital 
and  trains,  while  Nowlan  and  Wilkinson  were  pushed  forward  to  the  head  of  tbe  valley  to 
support  Bell,  who  bad  mean  time  been  sharply  engaged  by  the  Indians  holding  tbe  narrow 
gone  at  the  upper  end  of  the  cafion.  It  was  nearly  nigbtrall,  and  it  wo*  fotmd  now  that 
nothing  more  could  be  effected,  and  in  compliance  with  ordsn  ftrom  tha  eommauding  cAcei 
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the  bstUlioD  wsa  alowlj  wUhdrkW  □,  uid  Jtimd  the  cominuid  Id  camp  at  the  field  hospital 
juRt  klnigbUalt. 

I  cannat  too  bSg'bly  cominead  the  conduct  of  both  offiMTi  and  man,  the  latter  aBpedallj, 
innBU;  recniita.  far  tbe  first  time  engaged ,  and  under  ft  fire  which  was  frequentlj  aevere,  aad 
alwayi  dKlireied  bj  tbe  Indians  frou)  Hell-ebeltered  positionB,  where  it  rcqnired  both  ex- 
poiare  and  good  shooting  to  return  with  an;  effect.  Thtj  foagbt  on  Foot  over  some  eight 
mliee  of  difficalt  and  inleraecled  groond,  on  tbe  heels  of  a  foread  march  of  80  miles,  almost 
witbont  leat  and  on  batf  rations,  and  tbis  preceded  by  two  days  of  soTere  exertion,  dnring 
irhich  70  miles,  ebiefij  of  moantain  climbing,  had  baeo  covered,  and  men  and  horses  wero 
pushed  to  the  very  verge  of  physical  endurance,  yet  there  was  not  seen  a  falter  or  moment's 
need  of  nrging  forward.  Captain  Nowlan,  Captain  Bell,  and  Lientenant  WilkinsoD,  com- 
manding companies,  bandied  tbeir  men  with  skill  and  courage,  conitantly  exposing  them- 
■elvrs  iu  encoaroging  and  givii^  Bxamplet  (o  their  men.  Liealenant  Fnller  s  attempt  to 
iff,  thooeh  nusaeceasfbl,  was  ecHageUcally  made,  part  of  tbe  time  nnder  seTera 
ed  only  becaoM  It  was  Impoasible.  He  and  his  troop  deaerre  as  much  praise 
B  if  they  had  mcoeeded.  Lieulensnls  Sloctim,  Rrcwer,  and  Baiaell,  each  nnder  fire  for 
the  first  time,  behsved  adioirably,  and  discluirgMl  their  dniies  with  soldierly  coolness  and 
conrage. 

Among  the  enlisted  men  I  especially  commend  Sergeant  Coetello,  of  Troop  I,  who  ax- 
ecnled,  with  great  skill  and  courage,  my  order  to  scale  tbe  blnff  of  the  canon,  and  whose 
HDccess  saved  IU  ^at  loss  in  the  advance  np  tbe  canon.  Trumpeter  Bnii,  of  Troop  I,  who 
was  my  orderly  tmiopeter  dnring  the  day,  was  constantly  ooder  Gre,  and  behaved  exceed- 
ingly well. 

1  commend  to  attrulion  the  following  enlisted  men,  who  are  named  by  their  troop  eom- 
Diaiiders  as  especially  deserving  <k  consideration  for  good  conduct : 

Traop  /.—First  Sergeant  Harpby,  Sergeant  Costello,  Corporal  Cnlbartson,  PrivatcB  Oeoige 
Smith.  H.  Willianu.  Kom.  Uayer,  Miles,  Tbresh,  and  Crotrley. 

TViwp  L.— First  Sergeant  Hnlleo,  Sergeant  UcHngh,  Corporals  Watson,  Darwin,  Private* 
Hurray,  Schleman,  Bose.  Weiirel,  and  Fowler. 

TriMp  F. — Captain  Bell  remarks:  "Tbe  whole  company,  with  two  or  three  eiceptloni, 
behaved  so  well  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  distinction  withoat  doing  injustice,"  bat 
especially  commended  tbe  condnct  of  Private  Rutler,  whose  horse  gave  onl  while  the  com- 
mand was  moving  at  a  rapid  gait  to  overtake  the  Indiana,  and  who  then  followed  rapidly 
OD  foot  antil  be  captnred  a  pony,  which  he  mounted  bareback  and  galloped  forward  to  the 
skirmish  lioe,  where  he  behavnd  gallantly  during  the  fight. 

I  a|mend  a  list  of  killed  and  woonded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  MEBRILL, 
Major  Smtntk  Cavalrg,  Cowtaiatding  BiUlalio*. 

LieaL  E.  A.  QAauKOTON, 

Jifjataal  fiteattk  Caealrj. 

A  frue  ^y. 
L.  B.  Hare, 

Firrt  LUatenaM  SevenUt  Cavalry.        * 


Troup  L,  Lit*tt»a»l  WWdmo*  omuaaadi v.— Killed :  Privalo  Nathan  I.  Brown,  Bluk- 
■mitb  Edson  F.  Archer.    Wounded:  Privates  Levi  Weigel  and  Albert  B.  Fowler. 
Troop  /.—Wounded  :  Private  E.  B.  Crowley  and  Farrier  ffivera  (slightly). 
Troop  F. — Wounded  :  Sergeant  Edward  Daveren,  Private  George  A.  Campfleld. 
Total  killed,  3  ;  total  wounded,  6. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  MEBEILL, 
Major  SntrA  CaTolrj/,  Centmaiidiiig  Batlaliim. 


Bebtsbh's  Battauon,  Bbventh  Usited  States  Cavalry, 

Btseer  Dam  Crtek.  Monl.,  Sqft.  18,  1877. 
Six  :  In  obsdieace  to  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  to  the  easoaltie*  In  my  battalloo 
at  tbe  action  at  Canon  Creek,  MonL,  Sentember  13,  1677. 

Farrier  L«nlor,  G  Company,  wonndea  in  head;  Private  Toung,  O  Company,  woiinded 
io  both  legs. 

Horses  lost  in  acUon  and  abandoned  in  pursuit,  in  G  Company,  II. 

H  Company,  Seventh  Cavalry,  lost  3  horses  kilted  in  action,  and  abandoned  10  iu  lh« 
pursuit :  total,  IS, 
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:.  Adkitu  («li|:hU7).    Total  killed,  I ; 

indcd,  6,  inetndiBK  Ckpti^n  Fm 
n  kctlon  md  klMndoDad  in  the  pnnmlt,  41. 
1  take  pIcMure  in  rcc«mneDdlDK  to  tbn  eomoiwidinK  offiosr  of  the  regiiDent  rrer?  offiea 
of  taj  b&ttBllon  for  the  h«I  eihibiied  hj  tbem  and  for  the  ■Ucrit'r  with  wbieh  eTcry  o)d« 
WM  obejed.  I  can  nuke  do  distinction ;  alt  did  u  well  a*  it  wu  poMible  to  do.  Howem, 
I  btg  to  have  tMoannandsd  to  the  proper  autboritiet  Hr.  Do  Bray  (who  ia  alraa^ir  ao 
■ppljcaat  for  a  commiMion  in  the  United  States  Armj),  and  who  acted  in  tbe  oapadty  af 
•^ulant  for  me,  and  who  was  foremoat  in  the  two  cha^gea  made  b;  ibe  battalion,  tltal  Um 
eoolueaa  and  eoorag«  and  obedience  to  ordera  diapUved  by  him  ma;  be  rewarded  b/  Urn 
eovmlMion  be  detervea,  which  be  ia  abnndautl;  qualified  to  do  credit  to. 
VeiT  recpeelfully,  your  obedient  aerrant, 

F.  W.  BEKTEEN, 
Capttim  teMal4  Cavolrf,  Caaauarfuf  BaltaJiM. 

AiMUTAirr  Scvximi  U.  8.  Cavalbt. 


A  tnie  copy,  with  appandagea. 


Caup  SErKHTB  Cataiat,  Bektbek'h  Battauov, 

Pto^t'i  Crttk,  Mant.,  Odoter  9,  iSn. 

Sir:  Aa  an  appendix  to  in;  report  of  the  onerationi  of  my  battalion  at  the  Canon  Cnek 
fiebC,  on  the  13th  Beptember  lait,  I  hare  the  dodot  toapeciallj  meotion  the  following- named 
officers  and  men  of  the  battalion  for  the  coDspicuana  (callantiy  displayed  in  the  two  sepante 
charfres  made  by  tbem  nuaafwl,  od  a  concealed  enemy,  ronting  them  in  both  instances  froB 
their  well-selected  positions,  vii : 

Capt  Thomas  H.  French,  commanding  Company  H ;  First  LienL  George  D.  WaIlBa^ 
eommanding  Company  0 ;  Secoad  Lient.  J.  G.  Greiham,  Company  M ;  Second  Ueal.  W. 
J.  Nicholson,  Company  G ;  First  Sargt.  Edward  Oarlick,  Company  G ;  Acting  6ei);nuit- 
U^or  Brown.  Companj  G :  Sergl.  Jamaa  Aker,  Company  O;  Sergt.  George  Loyd.  Com- 
pany G :  PrJTate  Hattin  Kilfoyte,  Company  G ;  Prirate  Edward  Dwyer,  Company  O :  Pri- 
Ttite  W.  S.  Gray,  Company  G  ;  Private  Joseph  Laden,  Company  G  ;  Private  John  McEee, 
Company  G ;  PrivatB  George  W.  Kelly,  Company  G  l  Sergt.  William  Capaa,  Company  H. 

Von  are  aware  that  Company  H  of  my  battalion  was  rear-Koerd  on  the  day  in  qoeation. 
therefore  was  Under  my  command  but  for  a  very  short  lime.  It,  howeTer,  aUempted  a  moat 
haiardous  feat  in  crossing  the  canon  bottom  to  scale  the  bluffs  on  right  side,  with  tbs  Tiew  of 
protecting  tbs  right  flank  ol  Maj.  L«wls  Meiriil's  battalion.  The  width  of  the  canon  bottom 
nt  ttie  point  over  which  the  company  bad  to  go  was  some  I, BOO  yards,  and  the  bluK  lininc 
it  nnscalable  for  even  a  goat  i  therefore  th*  great  danger  to  that  flank  of  Hsjor  Merrill's  ba^ 
tttllon  will  be  readily  aeen.  Altbongh  the  task  was  no^  accomplished,  LienteDaiila  Falln 
and  Knssell,  and  the  whole  company,  acqaltted  thetnselvei  with  great  credit,  and  the  flank  of 
Uerrill's  battailoD  snfhred  no  loss. 

Very  reapsctftilly,  yonr  obedient  ■errant, 

F.  W.  BENTEEN. 


Camp  iir  the  Field,  Compaht  L,  Becokd  Catalht, 

Camp  am  Upptr  Maditea  Atrsr,  Hoxtana,  Aaguu  84,  IBT7. 

Gehbral  :  t  baTe  the  honor  to  report,  in  obedience  to  yoni  initmcliona  received  by  ma 
from  yon  on  Kg  Hole  River,  Hont.,  Angusl  — ,  I  made  long  and  rapid  marcbea  to  report  lo 
General  Howard,  United  Stales  Army,  commandiog  forces  pnrsaing  Nez  Perc^.  I  orer- 
took  and  reported  to  his  command  in  camp  near  Williams  ■  ranch,  junction  of  Viiginia 
and  Helena  roads  to  Corinne.  General  bad  left  for  Pleasant  Valley  to  inTestigateapproacb 
of  Indian',  hostile,  and  interrnption  of  stage  commuuication  at  that  point.  I  reoriTad  orders 
to  continue  my  march  and  report  with  my  company  to  the  general  al  Pleasant  Valley. 

Be,  the  general.  Informed  me  the  hostilea  had  or  were  crossing  the  atage  road  at  Dry 
Creek  Station,  and  that  he  desired  me  to  real  one  and  a  half  lurais  asd  join  tha  column 
(M  roals  for  that  point,  which  1  did  by  9  p.  tn.  that  erening. 
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From  Dry  Creek  Slation  ire  moTed  on  trail  to  b  camp  on  Cnnu  Creek,  Boine  18  miles 
fram  ntalion.  uid  while  In  camp  oo  the  following  morning  (4  a.  m.),  the  camp  was  startled 
and  hurriftdly  aron*ed  by  a  volley  or  beavy  discharge  ol  fire-arma  and  land  yolliDE  auJ 
whoopinfr  from  hostile  Indians.  Many  of  these  ran  ibrooKh  llle  camp  and  socceeded  Id 
■tampedinK  aboot  150  anlmsls,  the  grmter  portion  pack-males.  I  with  two  cocipaniaa  of 
the  First  Cavalry  received  orders  to  saddle  up  and  parsae. 

I  will  here  stale  First  Lieat.  H  M.  Benson,  SeveDlh  lofantry,  < 
rally  by  Bpeoial  Orden  No.  — ,  dated  Headquarters  Department 
Beln.  Au|;nst  — . 

We  pursned  the  Indians  aboDt  B  miles,  aod  as  the  skirmishers  advanced  very  Dear,  In* 
dians  opened  a  severe  fire  along  a  tine  of  several  hundred  yards,  which  somewhat,  1  may 
add,  checked  the  skirmisfaers  of  the  t^rst  Cavalry.  I  fortnnalely  dismonnled  my  men  nndet 
cover  of  a  small  ridge  of  lava  and  deployed  them  for  action,  covering  my  Banks  with  small 
dniachments.  It  was  a  position  of  great  peril  or  danger.  My  Sank  was  exposed  by  the 
harried  withdrawal  of  Captain  Carr's  company :  be  brivmg  received  orders  to  withdraw,  and 
BO  did  I,  but  declined  to  obey  it.  If  I  faaa  obeved,  my  company  would  have  been  slaQK^- 
tered  from  my  first  pasilloa,  aD  exposed  One,  il^  as  it  proved,  tbe  euemy  moved  around  my 
flanks.  I  saw  their  efforls.  and  withdrew  my  horses  and  men,  dismonoted,  to  the  left  atid 
rearaboat  1,200  yards.  I  rot  my  men  In  position  very  rapidly  and  Informed  tbem  to  fortify, 
aa  I  proposed  to  bold  it,  which  1  did  with  tbe  valnable  assistance  of  Benson. 

Benson  was  wonnded  tbrongh  the  thigh  (paiarnlly  bnt  not  dangeroasly)  early  in  the  ac- 
tion, but  continued  to  show  unexcelled  coolness,  courage,  and  judgment  during  the  trying 
hours  we  were  snrroanded— four  boors. 

After  the  (wo  companies  of  the^'irst  Cavalry  under  Colonel  Sanford  withdrew,  Ibe  to  ne 
apparently  whole  fighting  force  of  Indians  concentrsted  on  my  position,  and  I  suppose  if 
not  for  Oeneral  Howard's  ipproarb  woald  have  made  desperate  efforts  to  annihilate  tlie  com 

Rany.  General  Howard  complimented  me  on  my  position  and  defense  (after  a  careful  exam- 
lation  ). 
Hy  losses  during  the  day  were  as  follows  :  First  Lient.  H.  H.  Benson,  wonnded,  tbigb ; 
First  Sergt.  H.  Wllkins,  wounded,  head ;  Corpl.  H.  Garland,  woonded,  thigh ;  Blacksmith 
Glass,  mortally;  Private  Trevon.  mortally-.  Farrier  Jones,  wonnded  in  leg ;  Private  Clark, 
wounded  in  chin  and  shonlder. 
Yon  most  pardon  Ibis  scribble. 

I  am,  general,  very  respeetfnlly,  your  obedient  serviul, 

R.  NORWOOD, 
Cs^sfa  Stto»d  Caaalrg. 
General  John  Oibbon, 

CoUmtl  StBumlk  Dmittd  StaUt  Infamtrf, 

Commandiuf  DiitTid  if  Montana,  DtfartiuaU  of  Dakota. 


Hsspectrally  forwarded  to  headquarters  Department  of  Dakota,  Saint  Pan],  Himi.,  and 
Attention  invited  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  NMwood,  mentioned  in  the  diapMeb  of 
Oeaenl  Howard  (copr  ineloMd), 

JOHN  OIBBON, 
Calimtl  StmnOt  I^untr^,  Comiaa»di»g  DiMrUt. 


Camp  Callovat,  C.IHM  Meadow,  Idaho, 
HtadqaaHtTM  Dtpartmtat  oj  Ika  Columbia,  in  iMtfitU,  AMgutt  20,  1877. 
Col.  JOHR  OlBBnK, 

Sevtnlk  Infiaan,  Fort  8haie,  Mont. : 
Hostiles  attempted  to  secure  herd  at  four  o'clock  this  momlnft ;  goi  only  pock-mnlei ;  40 
or  50  animals  recaptured.  Entire  hostile  force  engaged  eight  miles  from  our  camp  for  four 
bonn.  Wounded:  Benson,  of  Seventh  Infantry,  not  serioasly;  six  men  of  Second;  two  of 
first  Cavalry  J  one  of  First  Cavalry  killed.  Miller  with  Inhnlryjost  jolQed.  Indians  BMOl 
to  make  toward  Henry's  Lake.  Pursue  to-morrow.  About  30  dUaens  under  Colonel  Cal> 
lowi^  preaenL    Captain  Norwood,  Second  Cavalry,  behaved  most  gallantly,  and  did  grand 

HOWABD, 
Brigaditr-QeiuTal  CoarniaKiing  D^armtul. 
Trae  copies. 

Geo.  D.  BooflLBs, 

AiritUuU  AdjuUtMt-aiHtnU. 


ty  Google 


BEPOBT  OP  THE  BBCHETABT  OF  WIS. 


HCADQUARTERB  BaTTAUOK  FIRST  iHFAVTKT, 

Cmmf  oa  YtUme$tim«  Katr,  near  Tongue  River  Camlmtmemt,  Stfltmkir  i,  IS!. 

Sir:  I  hsTe  the  honor  to  aubiDit  ths  folIoiriD;  rajKirt  of  the  operatioDi  of  th«  tnnpiiD- 
trniled  to  my  commBod: 

On  the  16th  of  June  Itut  I  left  this  itaUon  with  6ve  compMiiM  Twentr-Mcrad  loluay, 
three  compftniet  First  lofaatry,  twd  NapoIeoD  gao,  takiag  gleamer  to  moalh  of  Poirda 
Biver,  Undinit  at  IhM  point  in  a  few  botuB.  The  aext  morDiog  the  wairooi  of  ooi  train.  K 
in  namber,  were  pat  together,  rations  for  40  days  diitribated,  the  (run  loaded,  indi- 
■tarted  so  nth  ward,  making  12  miles,  being  joined  n  route  bf  CompaajB,  Seventli  Cinir. 
and  E  (Dickej'i),  Twenty-aeeood  Infantry. 

Under  toy  orden  contempU^Df;  an  aumlnatioD  of  the  conntrj  eaal  and  w«M  of  the  Lirj> 
UIwDiiri  and  east  of  Powder  River,  and  the  openiDK  of  a  wagon-road  to  the  Black  HiJi 
I  endeavored  to  keep  u  near  Powder  River  u  poisible,  making  mv  objectiTe  pcant  tlul  t 
which  Cuiur'a  trail  from  Fort  Lincoln  to  Black  HilU  interiecte  thebeadwateraof  tbtlJu.'. 
MiMonri.  I  wa*  eoniinoally  driven  saatwaid  by  the  rongb  country,  that  near  Povirr 
Biver  being  iinpasiable  for  traina,  I  reached  the  Little  MUsoarl  at  the  pomt  nftrti 
to  an  the  27th  Jnoe,  croaaed  and  found  Cnat^t'i  treit  one-half  mile  from  tbe  nver,  I  hi^iu 
made  an  errur  in  tdj  eaatiog  of  foor  milea  too  mnch.  Bat  my  plotting  had  been  by  foda 
compaaa  only.     Meaanred  diatancf,  151  miln. 

Between  the  I9tb  andliSd  niyaeonts  had  fonnd  twoimall  Indian  trails  leadinr  lowar4^ 
Little  Missouri,  and  apparently  converging  to  some  point  Mutheast.  1  (ietacbedon  tbeSli 
the  cavalrv  company  to  support  the  acontg  for  a  thoroagh  examination  of  that  region.  It 
a  march  ol  150  miles  they  found  a  camp  of  53  Gree,  four  or  five  lodges,  with  about  Sw  hoiwi: 
the  trail  apparently  seven  days  old,  the  otimber  of  ladians  being  about  200,  moving  leitotpli 
but  regulai'l;  northward  down  the  Little  Miasonri.  Believing  tbat  they  would  so  continac.) 
asked  the  general  commanding  to  send  in  a  force  of  300  cavalry  at  the  month  of  GlesJin 
Creek,  with  orders  to  move  eastward  to  the  Little  Uiiscnri,  thence  up  that  stream  to  inlertep 
the  Indiana  b;  the  lOthof  Jnly,  at  which  time  I  intended  to  be  in  that  vidnity.  It  aoeohs 
came  evident  that  our  column  had  been  discovered.  Keeping  the  scouts  and  cavalry  wd 
ont,  on  the  3d  July  I  fonnd  that  the  Indians  had  left  the  river  for  a  moucitainoiu  riip 
lUniiing  parallel  to  it,  and  near  the  bad  lands,  itlll  traveling  north,  however. 

On  the  4th  of  July  I  nusbed  the  cavalry  and  acouta  40  miles  to  the  northward  into  ill 
big  bend  of  the  Little  Hiasonri ;  the  acouta  enconntered  near  here  atxtnt  15  Indians,  la 
they  think  that  two  oi  three  of  them  were  killed  or  buliy  wounded  in  the  &ghl ;  bnt  1  u 
certained  that  the  Indians  had  croeaed  to  the  west  bank  of  the  Little  Miasouri.     *  '  ' 


the  7th  in  a  direcUon  largely  gaining  on  them  ;  and  availing  mvself  of  the  preseoc 

"  "■""   '""'         '      "   "'        ■         ■■  -        '     ■-,    .1  .  ,  jip^  of  spyi  -  -'     ■   ■ 

tjioox  anHili'        '      ' 

SDnharmed.    The. 
ey  could  guide  me  therv  that  night.  "LMvii 


two  Cheyenne  Indians.  I  got  them  to  go  forward  with  tbe  hope  of  spyiog  ont  the  India 
camp.  They  were,  however,  attacked  by  eight  Bionx  and  driven  back,  bnt  killed  one  is 
[Ot  his  horse  and  gan,  themselves  escaping  nnharmed.    They  had  learned  enough  of  il 


the  train,  I  took  six  companies  of  infantry,  the  cavalrj  company,  and  aeoaia,  starting  i 
dark,  and  reached  the  Sioui  camp  at  Sentinel  Butlsa  at  an  early  hour  in  the  mominfr,  ait 
a  march  of  32  miles,  to  find  it  hastily  deserted,  apparenlly  only  a  few  hears  befbr*. 
careful  examination  gave  convincing  proof  that  the  Indiana  were  a  remnant  of  Lame  Den 
hand,  whose  camp  hu  been  destroyed  by  General  Miles,  oa  the  Koaehud,  in  April.  Proper 
lost  there  was  found  here.  The  Indians  were  almost  without  lodges.  Thej  had  liU> 
snbsis  on,  and  thev  had  a  consideiable  number  of  women  and  children  with  them. 

My  men  were  exhanstsd  by  the  night  inarch  and  the  march  and  labor  of  the  previoos  da 
and  the  work  necessary  to  get  through  the  bad  lands  of  the  Little  Missouri  with  tbe  trai 
I  rested  till  3  p.  m.,  Iben  started  again  forward  on  the  trail  by  which  these  lodiana  hi 
come  to  their  ramp,  as  there  was  some  evidence  of  a  considerable  party  of  Indiaos  b««ii 
those  whose  camp  we  fonnd.  Within  a  few  milea  I  fonnd  this  second  camp,  also  deaene 
there  had  been  in  it  perhaps  a  hundred  animals,  with  many  women  and  children.  I  w 
satisfied  that  it  was  part  of  the  same  hand,  and  that  there  was  no  hope  in  further  pwm 
I  returned  to  tbe  train. 

On  the  Ulh  the  Twenty-second  Infantry,  six  companies  and  fonrlaen  wagons,  wrrv  J 
missed  and  sent  to  Fort  Lincoln,  and  with  my  remaining  command  I  started  for  S*r* 
Creek,  to  gain  some  information  of  the  expected  cavalry ;  within  20  miles  found  their  t 
leading  eastward,  and  the  same  day  was  met  by  Lieutenant  Casey  with  «  dispatcfa  tc 
Captain  Ball.  Second  Cavalry,  commanding  three  companies. 

That  night  I  sent  on  to  Captain  Bull  the  Seventh  Cavalry  compaoy,  and  the  sconts,  -« 
four  days'  rations  for  his  command,  as  he  wrote  tne  that  be  was  a  <•  ••at  out  of  supplier. 
ordered  him  to  take  up  tbe  Indian  trait  and  pursne  to  his  DtmosL  Re  followed  it  aboix 
miles  beyond  Sentinel  Bntte,  returning,  aa  he  said,  for  want  of  rations.  I  met  hioa 
Beaver  Creek  at  its  jnnction  with  Whistler's  Trail.  On  the  15th  gave  him  tnore  rstioas. 
started  for  Cedar  Creek  on  tbe  Yellowstono,  arriving  thereon  tbeilat  of  Joly,  nfler  a  mi 
in  the  aggregate  of  484  miles. 
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There  were  no  caatikUieg,  except  the  accidental  Bbootine  of  Corporal  John  Balger  of  Ibe 
ScTenth  Caralrj  wLlle  killinf^  beef.     I  eeDt  him  to  Fort  Hic^  Dak.,  with  the  Twentj -second 

"^  Infantry. 
-     "leS 

n  the  Little  Hiseonrl.'and  then  regulate  my  march  with  the  ^ir  of  BnpplflnK  bj 
,  the  ahottest  rontee  the  moanted  force  under  Haior  Briebin,  Second  CsTalry,  which  wae  to 
^^  take  Dp  afrain  the  (rail  of  the  Indians  followed  bj  me. 

On  leaTing  tbe  Yellowstone  mj  command  coneiited  of  the  battalion  Fint  iDfilDtrj,  fenr 
companiea,  Companj  B,  Sevenlh  Caralry,  and  two  companiei  or '  the  Fifth  Infaotr^, 
moDnted.  The  three  mounted  companiea  were  detached  to  join  Major  Briibin  at  Cabiu 
Crerk,  ■■  ordered  by  you. 

On  the  30th  July  I  wai  joined  by  C^t^a  Benoett,  Fifth  Infitntrj,  with  a  mounted  com- 
piny  of.the  aame  regiment  and  60  Crow  iDdiooi,  I  sPnt  them  on  witbout  delaj  to  joia 
Mairir  Briiblo't  mounted  farce,  believinir  they  wonid  be  tbera  of  most  aerrica. 
■  -■,  Pnrsniiit  to  n.y  inatmctioas  I  marched  to  Middle  Butte ;  remuned  there  until  the  mominf 
of  tbe  5th  AuKUBt,  when  I  atartod  for  Che  Cannon  Ball  River,  haTing,  on  the  nicht  of 
Anf^UBl  4,  received  a  Grat  notice  from  Hu'or  Briibin,  who  wae  then  at  the  head  of  Heart 
'^.    BiTer,  that  the  trail  had  turned  southward. 

CroMing  the  Lictle  Hiasouri  in  the  bad  lande,  I  marched  down  the  Cannon  Ball  Biver  IS 
miles,  ibeoce  southward  by  Rainy  BalCe  to  Wbetttone  Butte,  and  the  Sonih  Fork  of  the 
Cinnou  B  ill  Biver.     Here  mj  command  joined  Major  Brisbin'e.     Onr  coarM  we«  fontfa 
and  Bonth  Gait  ward  ly  to  81im  Bntlet  over  very  rough  country. 
f      Major  Briahin.  on  the  12th  Augnat.  ordered  me  to  my  oHsiuat  erosaini;  on  the  headwaters 
|:  of  the  LI  tile  Uluouri.  there  to  construct  a  stockade,  and  to  leave  all  the  rations  I  could 
/ 1  spare  with  Captain  Bennett,  of  tfas  Fifth  Infautry,  and  his  company  as  guard,  then  to  pro- 
/\  ceed  with  the  rest  of  my  command  and  wagons  to  Wolf  Bapida  on  the  Yellowstone  Biver. 
/       I  reached  the  Little  Missouri  on  the  ITth.  conatrucled  aatrong  stockade  and  cattle  corral 
aa  the  lljLh,  and  on  the  I9lh  started  over  my  old  trail  for  the  Yellowstone,  arriving  there  on 
"  tbe  Z7th ;  thence,  in  compliance  with  further   instrnctions  from  your  headquarters,  we 
marched  up  the  Yellowstone  on  the  south  side  to  this  place,  reaching  here  September  1. 
The  grand  ^gregate  of  both  marches  ie  1,014  measured  miles. 
'        I  have  no  caanalttee  to  report  on  the  second  trip,  except  that,  on  the  ISlh  Angnst,  Assist- 
ant Wagonmaster  J.  R.  Woods  got  tost  in  the  bad  lands  of  the  great  break  in  tbe  divide 
between  tbe  Little  Missouri  River  and  tbe  headwaten  of  the  Orand  and  Moreau  Rivers.    It 
was  necessary  to  cross  this  conntry,  and  he  was  out  with  others  looking  for  a  pass  about  one 
and  a  half  miles  from  the  command,  and  has  not  been  heard  from  since.    I  had  the  gun  fired 
and  fires  lighted  for  him.  and  the  whole  vidnity  carefully  and  thoroaghly  scouted.     His 
horae  waa  fuund  with  saddle  and  equipments  intact,  sg  that  It  is  quite  evident  that  he  was 
i,     not  intercepted  by  Indians. 

Accompauying  this  report  is  a  topographical  sketch  of  the  country  passed  over,  and  tfaft 

roule  is  indicated. 

•■       From  the  month  of  Powder  Biver  for  G5  miles  the  country  is  very  broken,  and  with 

.   the  exception  of  16  miles  the  road  is  rough.    The  water  over  none  of  thie  poriion  is  per- 

mBoent;  but  by  going  across  the  plateau  from  the  month  of  Powder  River  to  a  point  5 

miles  up  O'Falfon  s  Creek,  and  fbllowlDg  op  this  creek,  tbe  road  is  much  better,  and  tbe 

,  water  and  wood  abundant.    This  route  to  the  eroesing  of  tbe  Little  Missouri  is  only  three 

miles  longer  than  tbe  first.    By  taktog  it  the  whole  distance  can  be  traveled  bj  traine  at  all 

seasooa  of  tne  year  from  Powder  Biver  to  the  head  of  Little  Missouri ;  thence  to  the  Black 

Hills  aettlement  it  is  not  over  fifty -five  miles— making  the  whole  distance  from  the  mouth  of 

Ponder  Biver  to  the  Black  Uilbi  SI5  miles,  and  from  Tongue  Biver  to  the  same  point  2S4 

From  the  month  of  Tongne  River  to  the  Ultle  Missouri  by  any  trail  directly  eastward 
it  Is  M3  miles :  and  thence  to  Fort  Lincoln  it  is  169  miles  over  a  magnificent  natural  road 
by  way  of  the  Cannon  Ball  Biver.  It  thus  appears  that  from  Tongne  River  cantonment 
to  Fort  Lincoln  it  is  only  313  miles,  a  fine  route,  with  abundance  of  wood  and  waler  at  all 
seasons.  The  valleys  at  the  Little  Missonri,  of  Big  Box  Elder,  of  Beat  er  Creek,  the  Can- 
non Ball,  O'Fallon's  Creek,  none  of  which  are  streams  less  than  100  or  150  m.les  long,  are 
superb  stretches  of  fine  country,  well  timbered,  fine  grass,  and  pure  water,  and  at  an  early 
day  must  attract  a  great  number  of  settlers. 

I  sDi,  sir,  very  respectfully,  H.  M.  LAZELLE, 

Major,  first  h/anlr). 
Tbe  Assistant  Adjutakt-Qenbrai., 

Headgaarttrs  Yeill>ielU»t  Cemnund,  Tongnt  Hivtr  Caatonmcal. 

HBAD4ITARTEBS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  YeLLOWBTOXB, 

Caiiloinnnil  si  TongM  Rivtr,  S^iatbtr  Id,  1877. 
Betpeclfnlty  forwarded,  inviting  attention  to  incloaed  report  and  drawing  of  march  made 
with  wagOD-trait).    The  country  adjacent  to  tbe  Upper  Little  Missonri  i*  fonnd  to  be  less 
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broken  and  lir  better  tben  Qui  IjiDg  near  the  lower  portion  of  that  stream.  The  diitance 
from  Dionth  of  Powder  RiTer  to  the  Black  Hills  I  do  not  think  will  exceed  175  or  900 
iniies,  and  a  new  ronM  will  be  opened  Dp  from  Hoatana  to  the  Black  Hilia  by  that  ronte. 
I  tbink  there  will  loan  be  it  town  at  month  of  Powder  River,  and  I  wonid  reapectfollj 
request  that  leleirrapb-wire  gnfficlent  to  canaect  these  Yellowstone  posts  with  Bismarck  cH 
the  Black  Hills  be  farnlihcd. 

NULSON  A.  MILES, 
Catontl  Fiftk  Inftnlrj,  Brtcet  Majer-Otntral  Unittd  Slalt*  Arm/.  CtmmaaJatg. 


lO^RBPOET  OF  BRIGADIEK-GENERAL  O.  O.  HOWARD. 

o  be  printed  In  its  proper  nnDkeriml  order  on  page 

Headquartebs  Dbpabtuent  of  the  Columbia, 

Portland,  Oreg.,  September  1, 1877. 
Sib  :  In  compliance  with  instractions  from  yoar  beadqnarters,  I  bsve 
tbe  bonor  to  make  tbe  following  report  of  operatioua  in  this  military  de- 
partment dnringthe  past  year,  excepting  operations  in  tbe  field  agaiiist 
hostile  Set  Percys,  whicb  ia  made  tbe  subject  of  separate  reports. 

QEoasAPHiCAL  BommARms. 

Tbe  geograpbical  limits  of  tbe  department  remain  the  same  as  at  tbe 
date  of  my  last  report,  and  embrace  the  State  of  OregOD  aod  tbe  Terri- 
tories of  Alaska  and  Washington  and  so  mncb  of  Idaho  Territory  as 
lies  west  of  the  37tb  meridian  of  west  longitude. 

DISTBIBDTIOH  OF  TBOOPS  8BPTBHBBB  1,  1S76. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  report  tbe  following  was  the  distribution  of 
the  troops  of  Uiis  commaod : 

Ataaka. 

Post  of  Sitka:  Company  A,  Fourth  Artillery;  Company  Q,  Foorth 
Artillery ;  Company  M,  Foartb  Artillery,  Capt.  Jao.  Mendenliall,  Foarth 
Artillery,  commanding. 

Fort  Wrangel:  Company  B,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  Capt  S.  P.  Jocelyn, 
Tventy-flrat  Infantry,  commanding. 

Idaho  Territory. 

Fort  Boise:  Company  E,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  Capt.  George  M. 
Downey,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  commanding. 

FortLapwai:  Company  F,  First  Cavalry;  Company  ti,  Tweot^-flrst 
iDfaotry,  Capt.  David  Perry,  First  Cavalry,  commanding. 

Washington  Territory. 

Fort  Canby :  Company  D,  Foartb  Artillery,  Oapt.  Geo.  B.  Rodney, 
Foarth  Artillery,  commanding. 

Fort  Oolville :  Company  M,  First  Cavalry,  Oapt.  Moses  Harris,  First 
Cavalry,  oommanding. 
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Fort  Townseud:  Company  C,  Twenty-first  iDfaotry,  Capt.  Gm.  H. 
BurtoD,  Twenty-first  Intautry,  cominaudiag. 

Fort  VaDcoaver:  Headqaarters  Twenty-first  lafantry,  Companies  D, 
E,  H,  and  I,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  Capt.  Evan  Miles,  Twenty-first  Infan- 
try, commanding. 

V'ancoaver  Arsenal :  Detachment  of  ordnance,  Capt.  Jno.  A.  Kress, 
Ordnance  Department,  commanding. 

Fort  Walla  Walla:  Companies  E,  K,  and  L,  First  Cavalry,  Capt^S. 
G.  Wbipple,  First  Cavalry,  commanding. 

Oregon. 

Camp  Harney:  Company  K,  First  Cavalry;  Company  A,  Twenty-first 
Infantry,  Major  John  Green,  First  Cavalry,  commanding. 

Fort  Klamath  :  Company  B,  First  Cavalry ;  Company  F,  Twenty-first 
Infantry,  Capt.  Jas.  Jackson,  First  Cavalry,  oommdnding. 

Fort  Stevens :  Company  £,  Fonrth  Artillery,  Capt.  M.  P.  Miller, 
Fonrth  Artillery,  commanding. 

PEBXAJHBKT  CHUTGES. 

The  changes  contemplated  in  my  former  report  were  daly  made. 
Company  K,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  Capt.  George  M.  Downey,  stationed 
at  Fort  Boise,  transferred  with  Company  A  ;  Captain  Collins,  of  same 
regiment,  at  Camp  Harney,  this  change  being  completed  in  Septem- 
ber, 1876. 

In  obedience  to  yoar  Special  Order  No.  136,  of  1876,  the  headqnarters 
of  the  First  Cavalry  arrived  in  this  department  in  September,  1876,  and 
were  established  at  Fort  Walla  Walla  on  the  20th  of  October  following, 
having  been  detained  in  the  mean  time  at  £'ort  Tancouver. 

Capt.  3.  P.  Jocelyn'a  company  (B).  of  the  Twenty  first  lufantry,  was 
in  November,  1876,  transferred  from  Fort  Wrangle  to  Fort  Stevens,  its 
place  at  Fort  Wrangle  l>eing  supplied  by  the  transfer  of  Company  A, 
Fourth  Artillery,  Capt.  B.  A.  Bancroft,  from  Sitka. 

In  Miirch  last,  the  object  of  its  transfer  to  that  post  having  been 
accomplished,  the  details  of  which  are  referred  to  in  this  report  nnder 
the  head  of  "  Fort  Stevens,"  Company  B,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  was 
relieved  from  duty  at  Fort  Stevens  and  sent  to  Fort  Walla  Walla. 

In  view  of  the  retlnction  in  the  garrison  at  Fort  Walla  Walla  by  the 
detail  of  two  companies  for  the  occupation  of  the  Wallowa  Valley,  and 
the  probable  detail  of  the  only  remaiuing  company  for  field  service  near 
Jjewiston,  Idaho,  I  transferre<l,  in  April  last,  Company  A,  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Infantry,  from  Fort  Vancouver  to  the  former  post. 

In  accordance  with  your  General  Order  No,  1,  current  series.  Com- 
panies A,  Q,  and  M,  Fourth  Artillery,  were  relieved  from  duty  in 
Alaska  in  June  last,  and  ordered  respectively  to  Forts  Townsend, 
Caiiby,  and  Stevens,  which  posts  are  now  considered  their  stations, 
although  the  companies  are  in  the  field. 

In  obedience  to  General  Orders  No.  63,  Adjutant-General's  OflQce, 
the  Second  Begiment  of  Inftintry  arrived  in  this  department  in  July, 
anil  reported  for  duty  at  Lewistou,  Idaho,  on  the  29th  of  the  month. 
37  w 
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POSTS  AND  GABBISONS. 

The  folloviag  table  shows  the  poets,  their  resi>ective  garrisoDs,  ai 
commanding  officers  at  the  date  of  this  report: 
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GAINS  AND  LOSSES. 

The  folloving  tabular  statement  vill  show  as  nearly  as  possible  witb 
the  necessarily  incomplete  returns  received  the  gains  and  losses  of  the 
cotnniaad  during  the  past  year: 


MoDttai. 

a.,1 

, 

Lou. 

14 

EnlliUil  mm.                  0.0  '.                    Bnll..,.d  ooa. 

i 
1 

! 

1 

.I!.L?.I    3 

•           1     I>l*l!t.VK>d. 

S3 

1 

:;; 

8 

i'V  1 

■*    '  f  \a 
93'    »'      H 

«  >    8          8 

Al'. :. 

in 

...1  a 

*  1     3 
-■-1     I 

I 
1 

octibS^T™^* 

1    1! 

79 

3 

J 

'38 

ii  1 

Jji   • 

38 

3 

4 

...     5 

-7 

«!«;« 

T 

900 

S7a 

'Bstaru  for  Jniu,  JdIj.  uid  Aninii  IncompleU. 
FIELD  MOTEMENTS,  SCOUTS,  ETC. 

^he  movementB  of  the  troops  under  my  command  for  the  past  year 
are  shown  in  the  table  hereto  appended  marked  A.  For  more  detailed 
account  of  the  movementa  since  the  commencemt'Dt  of  the  present  In- 
dian hostilities,  I  refer  to  my  special  reports  of  field  operations.  Those 
occnrriug  before  the  present  hostilities  1  have  for  the  most  part  referred 
to  under  heads  of  the  respective  posts. 

Early  in  September,  1876,  soon  after  my  Ittst  annual  report,  I  received 
inforniatiou  that  Joseph  with  his  band  of  Kez  Percys  had  ap^ieared  in 
the  Wallowa  Valley  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  two  men  Mc- 
Ifall  and  Finley,  accused  of  killing  one  of  bis  Indians,  and  threatened, 
in  case  this  demand  was  not  complied  with,  to  destroy  the  farms  of  the 
settlers  therein,  giving  them  a  week's  time  to  decide.  Upon  receipt  of 
this  intelligence  1  at  once  directed  the  commanding  officer  at  Walla 
"Walla  to  send  one  company  of  cavalry  to  the  scene  of  the  difficulty,  and 
Company  £1,  First  Cavalry,  Lieut.  A.  Q  Forse,  commanding,  was  at 
once  dispatched.  He  had  an  interview  with  Joseph,  which  resulted  in 
bis  withdrawing  his  demand  and  threats,  and  a  promise  on  the  part  of 
the  military  authorities  that  they  would  use  their  endeavors  to  briug 
the  accused  men  before  the  civil  authorities  for  trial.  The  command 
returned  to  its  station  the  last  of  September. 

In  May  last,  on  account  of  the  apparent  restlessness  of  the  so-called 
Columbia  Hiver  bands  of  Indians,  and  in  anticipation  ofthe  trouble  that 
might  occur,  I  thought  best  to  pUce  a  few  troops  at  some  point  upon  the 
river,  from  which  they  could  be  rapidly  and  easily  moved  in  any  direction 
where  trouble  was  likely  to  occur.     Accordingly,  on  Hay  15,  I  ordered 
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Companies  D  and  I,  TweDly-flrst  Infantry,  CapU  Rubert  Pollock,  com- 
maudiiig,  to  Wallula,  vhere  tbey  went  into  camp,  and  where  tbey  re- 
mained until  the  comnieDcement  of  bostilities  in  Idaho,  when  they  irere 
at  OQce  traiisrerred  to  the  scene  of  actire  operations. 

DI8TBIBUTION  OF  TBOOPS,  MAT  15,  1677. 

The  distribntion  of  the  troops  of  this  command  at  the  comraencpment 
of  the  pivsent  hostilities  is  shown  by  the  roster  of  troops  dated  May  13, 
1877,  Hpiiended  to  this  report  and  marked  B.  (I  append  also,  marked  C,  a 
statement  of  the  present  wliereabouta  of  the  troops  of  this  command  aa 
nearly  aa  can  be  ascertained.) 


Ill  compliance  with  yonr  General  Order  Ko.  1,  date<l  April  23, 1ST7, 
pa'pii  rat  ions  were  at  once  inaaf{araced  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  garri- 
6i)U8  at  Sitka  and  Wrangel,  and  the  relinqaisbment  "of  all  control  (^ 
the  military  department  over  afifairs  in  Alaska,"  and  all  surplus  service- 
able property,  worth  the  transportation,  ordered  to  be  shipped  from 
those  [Mists  by  the  May  steamer,  and  in  view  of  the  contemplated  ar- 
rival of  a  re  venue- cutter  by  May  15,  as  foreshadowed  in  said  order,  the 
comniandinf;  officers  were  directed  to  hold  their  commands  in  readiness 
to  move  by  the  June  trip  of  the  steamer.  Up  to  the  date  of  the  depart- 
nre  of  the  June  steamer  from  Portland,  however,  no  cutter  bad  been 
ordered  to  the  waters  of  Alaska  for  the  purposes  indicated  in  year 
order.  This  failure  embarrassed  me  the  more,  that,  on  accoant  of  the 
failnre  of  appropriations  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  I  was  anxious  that 
the  movement  should  be  concluded  in  June.  My  incliuation  to  carry 
out  my  original  plun  and  bring  the  trooi>8  down  in  that  steamer  was 
fixed  by  your  telegram  to  me  of  Jane  1,  in  which  you  informed  me  that 
you  had  telegraphed  the  Adjutant-General  "that  no  other  cutter  had 
l>een  ordere<l  to  Alaska;  that  troops  would  leave  by  steamer  about 
June  19,^^  &c. 

I  accordiufjly  dispatched  my  aide,  Lieutenant  Sladen,  with  special 
instructions  i-egarding  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  and  with  discretion- 
ary power  to  leave  small  guards  at  either  or  both  of  the  posts,  if  his 
Judgment  should  deem  them  necessary.  Acting  under  this  authority, 
Lieutenant  Sladen  withdrew  the  whole  command,  and  Sitka  and  Wran- 
gel were  accordingly  evacuated  on  the  15th  and  16th  of  Jnne,  respect- 
ively. 

Maj.  George  II.  Weeks,  quartermaster,  was  sent  to  Alaska  to  super- 
intend the  dici|>osition  of  the  public  property.  All  movable  serviceable 
property  worth  shipment  was  removed ;  the  other  was  sold,  or,  if  nn- 
salable,  abandoned.  The  pnblic  buildings  and  ground  at  Sitka  were 
transferred  to  tbe  representative  of  the  Treasury  Department  at  that 
place. 

In  view  of  the  orders  of  the  General  of  the  Army,  as  contained  in  yonr 
-General  Order  Ko.  1,  before  referred  to,  that  "all  control  of  the  military 
<lepartment  over  affairs  in  Alaska  will  cease,"  I  have  construed  that  the 
iiuthority  for  the  introduction  of  liquor  into  that  Territory,  imposed 
upon  me  in  General  Order  40,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  1S74,  is  re- 
voked, and  I  have  accordingly  refused  my  sanctitm  fbr  snch  shipment 
since  the  removal  of  the  troops. 

Although  some  trouble  from  the  dinnffpcteil  Tndiann  was  anticipated 
in  Alaska,  upon  the  withdrawal  of  tbe  troops,  none   has  come  to  my 
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kDowledfce  Dp  to  tbin  date,  and  tbe  apprehensions  of  th«  settTers  havff 
now  beeo  quieted  by  tbe  recent  arrival  of  a  lerenne-cntter  in  Alaska 
waters. 

FOET  BOISE. 

As  betbra  mentioned,  the  garrison  at  this  post  was  changed  in  Sep- 
tember, 1876,  Company  K,  Twenty-flrst  Infantry,  Capt.  George  M. 
Downey,  traosferring  with  Company  A,  Capt  P.  Collins,  of  same  regi- 
ment, at  Uamp  Harney.  During  the  recent  bostilities,  the  latter  com- 
pany was  remored  to  Indian  Valley,  Idaho,  some  80  miles  by  trail  (115 
miles  by  wagon-road]  north  of  Boise,  for  the  protection  of  tbe  settlers 
in  that  region,  where  it  still  remains.  Fort  Boise  is  now  commanded  by 
Firet  Lieut.  Daniel  Oornman,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  and  is  garrisoned 
by  six  enlisted  men  of  its  regnlar  garrison. 

PORT  CASBT. 

This  post  bas  been  garrisoned  daring  tbe  past  year  by  Company  D^ 
Fonrth  Artillery,  Capt.  George  B.  Kodney,  and  nuder  command  of  Maj. 
Joseph  Stewart,  Fourth  Artillery.  It  is  a  prison  post,  and  has  at  pres- 
ent 14  military  convicts.  Under  General  Orders  Ko.  13,  from  these 
headquarters.  Company  O,  Fonrth  Artillery,  Capt.  Arthnr  Morris,  was 
transferred  to  this  poet  from  Sitka,  arriving  June  20,  upon  which  date, 
nuder  telegraphic  orders,  both  companies  started  at  onc«  for  the  scene 
of  Indian  hostilities.  Itis  at  present  commanded  by  First  Lieut.  Wm.F. 
Stewart,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  its  garrison  is  composed  of  8  enlisted 
men,  3  of  whom  are  non-com  missioned  general  staff.  Major  Stewart,  the 
regnlar  commanding  ofBcer,  is  at  present  absent  on  detached  service. 
The  increase  in  the  size  of  the  garrison  rendered  somn  chiinge  in  the 
quarters  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  additional  company. 
Accordingly,  a  l>uilding  nearly  completed,  and  intended  for  the  hospital- 
steward,  and  an  old  set  of  laandresses' quarters,  were  altered  and  en- 
larged BO  as  to  make  two  additional  sets  ot  officers'  quartern,  and  the  ne- 
cessary changes  made  to  accommodate  the  increased  number  of  laun- 
dresses. Tbe  company  quarters  were  fountl  Bmi)1e  for  tbe  accoiuuioda- 
tion  of  tbe  meu. 

PORT  COLVILLE. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  garrison  of  this  post  since  my  last 
report.  It  is  composed  of  Company  M,  First  C.ivalry,  Capt.  Moses  Har- 
ris cummaiiding.  Notwithstanding  my  great  need  of  troops  nt  the  com- 
meDcement  of  the  present  difficulty,  on  account  of  the  isolated  and  ex- 
posed condition  of  this  command,  I  did  not  call  it  into  active  service  in 
tbe  field  ;  bat  ou  account  of  the  restlessness  of  the  numerous  bands  of 
Indians  in  its  vicinitTf  and  the  apprehensions  of  the  scittterfd  settlers, 
the  duty  performed  has  been  necessarily  arduous  and  unremitting. 

CAMP  nARNET. 

This  post  has  l>een  garrisoned  during  the  year  by  Company  K,  Twen- 
ty-first Infantry,  Capt.  Geo.  M.  Downey  (which  exchanged  with  Company 
A,  same  regiment,  as  before  stated},  and  Company  K,  First  Cavalry,  Capt. 
Chas.Bendire,and  andertbecommandof  Miij.Jobn  Green,  First  Cavalry. 
Under  telegraphic  instructions,  Mnjor  Green  proceeded  at  once  to  Fort 
Boise,  upon  tlie  outbreak  in  Idaho,  to  organize  and  lead  a  column  to 
oi>erate  in  conjunction  with  my  own  immediate  commiuid.    Mitjnr  Green 
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»!bo  detAched  the  rnvalry  company  at  this  posr,  and  ordered  it  to 
the  vicinity  of  the  Ftiyelte  and  VVtiser  Hivers  to  scoDt  that  cooutry, 
\Tith  a  view  to  give  timely  notice  or,  or  preveat,  any  attempt  ou  tbe 
part  of  the  Indiana  in  that  vicioity  to  join  the  bnatiles,  and  U>  avait 
there  the  arrival  of  tbe  remainder  of  the  Boise  cotnmn.  Ita  place  at  the 
post  waB  supplied  by  the  arrival,  July  7,  1877,  of  Couit>any  A,  FIret 
Cavalry,  Lieut.  Max  Weiseiidorf,  from  the  Department  of  California,  it 
being  deemed  essential  to  keep  np  the  force  at  this  post  on  acconut  of 
ita  isolaleil  condition  and  ita  proximity  to  the  Malheur  Imlian  reserva- 
tion. Cnpt.  George  M.  T>o\^ney,  Twenty  first  lofautry,  is  now  to  com- 
mand of  the  poHt. 

FOET  KLAMATO. 

The  reifiibir  f;>irrisoR  at  this  post  during  the  past  year  has  been  Com- 
puny  B,  First  Cavalry,  and  Company  F,  Tweuty-Iirst  lafantry,  Capt. 
Jiunea  Jackson,  First  Cavalry,  commanding. 

Ou  tbe  2»tb  of  June  last,  under  telegraphic  instructions,  tbe  cavalry 
company  left  tbe  post  for  field-service  in  Idaho,  f  he  post  is  now  com- 
manded by  First  Lieur.  H.  D.  W.  Moore,  Twenty-first  Infantry. 

FORT  LAPWAI. 

Companies  F,  First  Cavalry,  and  tj,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  under  the 
commimd  of  Capt.  David  Perry,  First  Cavalry,  have  garrisoned  Ibis 
post  during  the  year.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  Com- 
pany F  was  at  ouce  ordered  to  the  field,  and  the  part  it  has  tabcn 
in  this  campaign  is  referred  to  in  my  special  report  of  field  operstioos. 
Tbe  present  garrison  of  the  post  is  tbe  above-mentioned  infantry  com- 
pany, uuder  command  of  Capt.  William  H.  Boyle.  During  the  year  tlie 
loss  of  officers  at  this  post  has  been  two,  both  of  Company  U,  Twenty- 
first  Infantry,  Capt.  Harry  M.  Smith,  who  died  April  23,  and  First  Lieut. 
Edward  11.  Xlieller,  who  waa  killed  iu  the  engagement  of  June  17,  oo 
tlie  Cottimwood,  Idaho. 

FORT  &TEVBN8. 

The  post  has  been  garrisoned  during  tbe  past  year  by  Company  E, 
Fourth  Artillery,  Capt.  Marcus  P.  Miller  commanding.  In  obedietict 
to  telegraphic  orders,  this  company  left  the  post  Jane  16,  for  the  scene 
of  active  operations  in  Idaho.  Company  M,  Fourth  Artillery,  Caiil. 
C.  B.  Throckmorton,  e»  route  to  tbe  post  from  Sitka,  was  intercepted 
with  orders  to  report  for  duty  in  the  field,  which  order,  delaying  at 
Fort  Cauby  long  enough  to  land  company  proi>erty,  was  complied  with. 

The  post  is  now  commanded  by  First  Lieut.  William  Everett,  Fonrtb 
Artillery,  the  command  consisting  of  seven  or  eight  enlisted  men,  iti- 
eluding  three  non-oom missioned  geueral  staff. 

In  cQDtempIatiou  of  the  addition  to  tbe  size  of  the  garrison,  the  qnar 
ters  have  bad  such  additions  made  to  them  aa  tlie  funds  on  hand  for 
the  purpose  would  warrant.  Two  sets  of  officers'  quartern  have,  by 
atlditioual  rooms,  been  increased  to  four,  aud  cheap  additions  have 
been  ma<le  to  the  laaiidresses'  quarters,  so  as  to  accommodate  those  of 
the  comiiauy  from  Sitka. 

First  Lieut.  Joshua  L.  Kuapp,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  Assist.  Surg.  C.  C. 
Andrews,  on  duty  at  this  post,  were  l>otb  drowned  while  returning  to 
the  post  from  Astoria,  on  April  19,  1877. 

The  breakwater  referred  to  in  my  last  report  has  been  constructed 
at  this  post  by  tbe  Engineer  Department  under  the  direction  of  Maj. 
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J.  M.  Wilsou,  Ourpa  of  EogiDeers,  mainly  by  the  lubor  of  tUe  soldiers  at 
tho  jiost ;  Company  B,  TwBnty-ftrsi  Infautry,  haring  beeu  ordered  tUere 
fur  tliat  iiurposo.  It  ia  hoped  tliat  the  destrnctive  inroads  made  by 
the  sea  mil  be  stopped  by  this  work,  thongh,  as  the  severest  test  comes 
in  Xoveiuber  and  Uecember,  it  has  not  yet  been  thoroughly  tried  since 
itd  completion. 

FOET  TOWHSBKD. 

Company  C,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  Capt.  George  H.  Burton  com- 
niaiidin^.  has  occupieil  the  post  during  the  past  year.  Company  A, 
Fourth  Artillery,  from  Fort  Wrangel,  arrived  at  the  post  June  19,  un- 
der orders  to  take  station.  Both  companies  left  the  post  upon  tliat  day 
fur  Leniston,  with  orders  to  report  to  the  department  commander  la 
the  field.  Of  the  officers  belonging  to  this  post,  tvio  were  wounded  ia 
the  battle  of  the  Clearirater,  Idaho,  July  11;  Captain  Banerofc,  Fourth 
Artillery,  being  shot  through  the  left  lung,  and  Lieutenant  Williams, 
Twenty  first  Infantry,  through  the  right  forearm  and  right  thigh.  The 
|io8t  is  at  present  under  command  of  First  Lieutenant  Ehenezer  W. 
Stone,  Ti«enty-flrst  Infantry,  with  a  garrison  of  eleven  enlisted  meu, 
including  three  noncommissioned  general  staff. 

The  additional  officers'  qnarters,  rendered  necessary  by  the  increase 
of  the  garrison,  were  provided  by  altering  and  enlarging  two  buildings 
U|>on  the  line  of  the  officers'  quarters,  heretofore  used  as  guard-house 
and  bake  house,  for  two  additional  sets,  and  making  snch  changes  in 
other  buildings  as  were  practicable  for  the  accommodation  of  the  luau- 


The  ample  accommodation  in  the  company  quarters  rendered  no 
change  necessary  in  that  building. 

FORT  VANCOUVEE. 

Of  the  four  companies  on  duty  at  the  date  of  my  Inst  report,  one, 
Company  U,  Twenty-firat  Infantry,  was  transferred  to  Fort  Walla  Walla, 
leaving  the  former  place  on  April  3U,  May  11,  Companies  D  and  I  were 
sent  temporarily  to  Wallula,  and  from  there  were  transferred  to  active 
operations  in  Idaho.  The  remaining  company,  E,  Twenty-first  Infantry, 
left  June  18,  lor  the  Indian  war.  Colonel  Alfred  3ully,  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  post,  left  for  Lewiston,  Jnne  19,  under  orders  to  report  to 
the  department  conimamler  in  the  field  ;  he  has  been  on  duty  at  Lewis- 
ton  since  that  time. 

The  |H)8t  is  now  commanded  by  First  Lieut.  George  W.  Evans,  regi- 
mental adjutant  Tweutyflrst  Infantry,  and  is  garrisoned  by  42  enlisted 
men,  comprising  the  regimental  baud  of  the  Twenty-first  Infantry,  the 
regimental  and  non-commissioned  general  staff,  and  men  casually  at  the 
post  awaiting  transportation. 

There  are  SS  Nez  Perc4  Indian  prisoners  now  io  confinement  at  the 
post. 

POST   WALLA  WALLA. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  report  the  garrison  of  this  command  comprised 
Companies  E,  H,  and  L,  First  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Capt.  S.  G. 
Whipple,  First  Cavalry. 

lu  Oiitolier  of  last  year  the  headquarters  of  the  First  Cavalry  were 
established  at  this  post,  and  on  the  8th  of  November  Col.  Cuvier  Gro- 
ver,  First  Cavalry,  assumed  command  of  the  post  and  regiment.  March 
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28,  Company  B,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  was  added  to  the  gatriHon.  May 
1,  CotnpanifH  E  and  L,  First  Cavalry,  were  ordered  into  the  Wallowa 
Valley  for  field- service,  and  May  6,  Company  H,  same  regiment,  was 
ordered  to  Lovriston,  Idabo,  on  similar  duty.  May  2,  Company  H, 
Twenty-first  Infantry,  arrived  for  duty,  bnt,  on  the  lOtb  of  June,  both 
the  in&ntry  companies,  B  and  H,  left  for  active  operations  in  Idabo. 

The  present  garrison  comprises  30  men,  inctnding  the  uon-commis- 
fiioned  staff  and  band.  First  Cavalry,  and  non-com  missioned  general 
staff,  onder  command  of  Col.  C.  Grover,  First  Cavalry. 

A  new  set  of  quarters  tor  the  commanding  officer  has  been  cod- 
stnicted  during  the  past  year  at  a  cost  of  $4,000,  and  is  now  nearly 
finished. 

One  ofScer,  Second  Lient.  Sevier  M.  Bains,  Company  L,  First  Cav- 
alry, of  the  regular  garrison,  was  killed  at  the  eugageiueot  on  the  Cot- 
tonwood, Ju?y  3, 1877. 

LEWISTOK,  IDAHO. 

A  separate  post  wae,in  the  latter  part  of  July,  temporarily  established 
at  Lewiston,  being  garrisone<l  by  Company  D,  Twelfth  Infantry,  under 
command  of  Capt.  A.  B.  MacGowan,  Twelfth  Infantry. 

During  the  active  oi>erationB  in  this  department,  Lewiston  has  beeo 
the  depot  of  supplies  for  troops  in  the  field.  Major  Weeks,  qnartef' 
master,  baa  been  stationed  there,  iu  charge  of  the  depot. 

August  21  orders  were  issued  making  a  military  district  of  Eastern 
Washington  Territory,  north  of  the  Snake,  and  Northern  and  Middle 
Idaho,  and  placing  Col.  Frank  Wheatou,  Second  Infantry,  in  command. 
His  headquarters  are  now  at  Lewiston. 

The  Second  Infantry,  Iranefen^  to  tbis  department  by  orders  from 
the  War  Department,  arrived  at  Lewiston  July  29.  It  at  once  pro- 
ceeded to  the  vicinity  of  the  Spokane  Hiver,  wiib  the  intention  of 
moving  northeast  through  the  Cceur  d'Alt^ne  country,  to  operate  in  con- 
junction with  the  troops  nnder  the  immediate  command  of  the  depart- 
mentcoramander;  but  tbo  movements  of  the  bostiles  rendering  tbis 
unnecessary,  the  regiment  has  returned  to  Lewiston,  leaving  two  com- 
panies at  Palouze  bridge  for  the  protection  of  the  settlers  in  that 
region. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  health  of  the  command  during  the  past  year  has  been  good- 
The  supplies  have  been  of  good  quaUty  and  ample  in  quantity.  Tbe 
changes  iu  the  staff  ofiicers  serving  iu  tbis  department  during  tbe  year 
have  been  as  follows : 

Ca|»t,  John  A.  Kress,  Ordnance  Department,  was  relieved  from  doty 
as  chief  onlnance  oflBcer  of  the  department  January  17,  1877,  by  CapL 
Lawrence  S.  Babbitt,  Ordnance  Department. 

April  11, 1877,  Mnj.  K.  X.  Batchelder,  quartermaster,  was  relieved 
from  duty  as  chief  quartermaster  of  the  department  by  Lieut.  Col.  A. 
it.  Eddy,  deputy  quartermaster-gBneral. 

June  4,  Capt.  W.  H.  Boyle,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  aide  de-camp,  was 
at  his  own  request  relieved  from  duty  on  my  staff  and  ordered  to  his 
company. 

May  3,  Maj,  John  B.  Keefer,  paymaster,  was  assigned  to  duty  in  this 
department,  relieving  Maj.  Charles  W.  Wingiird,  ordered  elsewhere. 

For  a  more  detailed  report  of  the  staff  departments  I  would  refer  to 
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the  aDDual  reports  of  the  cbiefs  of  those  departments  accomi>ao5ing; 
tbia  rep'>rt,  marked  D,  K,  P,  and  G. 

I  am,  Kir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Bngadier -General,  Commanding. 
The  Assistant  AbjutantGenbral, 

Military  Diciaion  of  the  Pacific, 

San  Franciieo,  Gal. 


Headquabtees  Depabtment  of  the  Columbia, 

Portland,  Oreg.,  January  26,  1878. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  sappletneotary  report 
ofthenon-treatyKez  Perc^  campaign,  with  a  list  of  names  of  ofBcers  spe- 
cially commended,  and  appendixes  from  A  to  1  inclnsive,  omitting  0.  J 
desired  to  have  the  report  as  complete  a  record  of  the  campaign  as  possi- 
ble, and  the  delay  in  seuding  it  forward  has  l>eeii  occasioned  by  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  completing  the  report  as  fully  and  accnrately  as  I 
wished. 

Have  the  kindness  to  detain  the  report  in  yonr  hands  until  Lieuten- 
ant Fletcher  shall  huve  finished  the  tracing  of  his  map,*  and  then  please 
attach  the  same  for  forwarding  with  report,  and  oblige, 
Tours,  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Brigadier- Oenerat,  Commanding. 
The  Assistant  AdjctantGbneeal, 

Military  Division  of  ike  Pacific, 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 


SDPPLBMByTARY  REPORT. 
NON-TBEATY  NEZ  PERCE  CAMPAIGN. 

Headquabtees  Depabtmbnt  of  THE  Columbia, 

Portland,  Oreg.,  December  26, 1877. 
SiB:  With  a  view  to  placinx  the  official  history  of  the  expedition 
against  the  hostile  :N'ez  Perc6  Indians  in  a  more  connected  form  than 
□ow  exists  in  record,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  few  facts  aud  doca- 
ments  that  should  properly  have  been  embraced  iu  my  report  sent  you 
from  Henry  Lake,  Montaua,  dated  August  27,  1877. 

The  "  Report  of  Civil  and  Military  Commission  to  Washington  Terri- 
tory and  the  Northwest^  will  be  foond  published  iu  the  "Eighth  Annual 
Eeport,  Board  of  Indian  Conioiissioiiers,  I87C,"  commencing  page  +3. 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  report  that  the  commission  fulled  to  settle  the 
difficulties  with  the  non-treaty  Nez  Perc4  Indians,  but  made  certain 
definite  recommeudatious. 

IKSTBUCTIONS. 

These  recommendatious,  with  extracts  from  tbe  report,  were  forwarded 
from  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  with  tbe  following  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs : 

*  Map  ref»riad  to  heralo  miaezed .  ^  , 
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patiiig  military  occ  a  (wt  ion  of  Wallowa  Valley  for  the  establiihmcDt  u(  ft*- 
—  siiilud  by  oaid  comtiiiiMuiii,  anil  an  active  coDperalion  with  ihia  Arpir- 
uiuiii  lu  lue  outorcHiiieiiC  of  a  pulicv  tliat  it  is  liopeii  will  reaLore  anil  muDtaiD  \rt.- 
iu  Ibe  Territories  of  IJaho  and  WiubiuKtou  and  tlie  State  of  Onigna.  but  is/:- 
esiiecinllv  in  the  Wallova  Valley,  nbioii  is  claimed  by  Joseph  uuil  hi)  luadof  Xr. 
Perci'B  fol  lowers. 

The  Indian  a;;ent  at  Lapwai  baa  tbia  (lay  been  directed  to  take  prelimioir;  atrp-l  - 
carry  iDN>  ell'ect  tbe  ieverai  recomiueudatinna  rejiorled  by  tbe  cniamimua  fui^' 
adjitstment  of  the  difflciiUies  existin);  belweua  tbene  ludians  aDdwIiitPsetileniui^ 
valley  and  the  wljactat  country,  and,  if  found  tn  bo  ueceatury,  will  lie  iiutroctnl  »<■!. 
for  miliUrn  aid  to  enfjrre  a  wttleiueul  uf  this  question. 

Al.<o  with  tbe  following  extract  from  8i>ccifik:  iiistruL-tioiis  of  the  eaar 
d'lte  to  i\(;eut  Monteith  : 

Yoa  will  also  commnaicate  with  tlie  military  aiithnrillea  of  that  deiiartmrm, • 
will  lie  refineated  to  occupy  tbe  Wallowa  Valley  in  tbe  interoats  o(  peace,  ami  n^i  > 
them  to  aid  yon  in  entorcinf;  whatever  policy  yon  may  with  tlieni  »gr«e  npon  lur:.- 
adjnstuieut  uf  all  ditBcuUies  that  may  ariae  lietweeu  tbe  settlers  and  thcK  tv>.:. 

GENERAL  SHERXAN'S  INDORSEMENT,  AND    OTHER   REQI'ISITIOSS  iV. 
ORDBRS. 

Tbese  requests  aud  instructions  were  coinmunicttted  from  the  lie;iv 
quarters  of  tlio  Aruiy,  of  date  Jauu^ry  13,  L877,  ffitli  these  words: 

General  Hcinard.  having  been  a  member  of  the  onmniiasioi],  is  familiar  wiib  ill  i  ' 
facts,  and  will  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Baperiuteudeut  uf  Indian  affaire  iii  '-■ 
iitterest  of  peace.  I 

Uy  command  of  General  Sherman : 

E.  D.  TOWXSENP,     I 

And  from  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Pnciflc,  Jannarv-f 
1877,  stm|ily  trausmitting  tlie  Kume,  aud  were  received  at  my  bei-l' 
quarters  in  Portland,  Oreg,,  January  30,  1877. 

A  little  later  letters  were  received  from  J.  B.  Monteith,  Indian  agto: 
at  Lapwai,  communicating  similar  inatractions  to  Chose  above  quaiei) 
received  by  bim  through  his  own  cbauuels  of  corre8|toadeDce. 

GENERAL  HOWARD'S  OFFICIAL  ACTION. 

The  first  official  action  I  took  in  shown  id  a  letter  to  the  commandin; 
officer,  Fort  Walla  Walla,  dated  February  5, 1877,  giving  him  an  eitrad 
from  the  Washingtou  instructions,  and  adding  the  following:  j 

The  department  commander  purposes,  as  early  ia  tbe  coiDing  spring  aa  prartia'>'-i 
to  Bend  a  saitable  force  into  the  valley  for  a  sammer  encampment,  to  temain  ouJ 
Joseph  and  bis  band  leave  in  the  autnmn;  and  as  this  force  will  pcubably  come  IrM 
yonr  command,  re-enforoed  by  a  company  of  infantry,  he  would  be  pleased  tolTM* 
from  yon  sngKcstions  as  to  its  organization,  its  outfit,  earliest  time  of  its  drpinn 
from  Waila  Walta,  &.c.  He  thinks  not  less  than  two  oompaniea,  in  their  pnaenr  j* 
dnced  state,  shonld  constitute  this  command,  which  will  be  an  outpost  of  Fart  fTiHi 
WaUa. 

I  next  made  a  persoaal  visit  to  Fort  Walla  Walla  (foreshadowed  ^. 
this  telegram) : 

Ebadquartrrs  Departmext  oc  thb  CoLrVBiL 

roHlaHi,  Oreg.,  Han*  1, 1;". 

C'aiuDuin^iRfr  OjKofr  fori  Walla  Walla :  J 

Fleaae  correct  Impression  in  Walla  Walla  newspapers  that  campaign  a^nst  3«Vi 

lias  been  ordered.   Indians  so  informed  ma;  begin  to  strike  scattered  familica.  Ti»>? 

1  they  have  gone  before.    Expect  General  Howard  nest  week  tooonsnllMWoi:^- 

and  object  movement. 

WOOD.  ASimltt»IGnm> 
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In  iKltlition.  1  <l<'8irfd  to  converge  fully  with  the  eommnii<)ingnflBcer 
with  ivganl  to  tlie  oltjfct  aud  manner  iif  occupying  Wallowa  Valley. 
Mr.  MiiniKith'a  letters  informing  me  of  the  Ht«))s  that  Le  had  taken  to 
induce  Joseph  aud  hi»  band  In  come  on  the  reservation  were  answered 
by  me,  of  date  March  12, 1877.  Ad  extract  from  tbis  letter  8i»eaks  for 
itself: 

lEnlract.] 
I  Lave  juKt  retiirncil  from  Wultk  Wallk,  and  have  lusile  arrangements  to  send  mili- 
tary  furi:e,  Captiiiti  Whipple  in  coinmand,  to  the  vicinity  of  Wulluwu  liridge,  n^ar  lUe 
entrance  ot  Wulioira  Valley ;  tbiu  ait  siwn  as  the  ruad»  are  practicable  for  wagons, 
surely  not  befom  the  middle  of  April,  I  do  not  nnderstaad  tliat  we  can  take  the 
ofrensive  at  all  until  further  inslruetiuns  fruin  Wasbingtou.  1  aiu  glad,  indeed,  yuit 
did  not  lix  any  lime  for  the  ultiuiatmn  of  JooepirH  coiuiug. 

HOSTILITIES  THREATENED— HOW  MET. 

March  13,  1877,  General  McDowpII  asked,  by  telegram,  "Arc  you  ex- 
pectiuy  lioslilitica  at  Wallowa  f  What  prevents  you  taking  a  company 
from  your  own  command  to  replaco  tbe  one  you  wish  to  send  to  Wal- 
lowa f"  My  answer  ot  the  same  date  indicates  tbe  state  of  matters  tbeii 
exiutiug,  viz: 

Diepat-rh  received.  IIoHlilitieB  threatened;  believe  menmires  taken  will  prevent ; 
call  iwnd  infantry,  but  wished  cavalry ;  none  here  available  for  Harney ;  u»i  wise  to 
deplete  Haniuy;  full  report  next  steamer. 

The  next  action  in  order  of  date  is  my  order  of  March  14,  paragraph 
2,  for  the  itiutual  |>rotection  of  the  citizens  and  Indians  iu  that  vicinity, 
and  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  i 

[Specie  Ordtr>,Ka.U.] 

HEADQUARTEILS   DePAHTMEN-T   Of  THE   COLLMHIA, 

furtlaml.  Otty.,  March  14,  1^77. 
2.  The  commauiliDg  officer  Fort  Walla  Walla,  Waeb.,  will  prepare  two  companies  of 
the  First  Cavalry,  L(Whipi>le')i)  and  E  (Wiutcr'ti),  to  proceed  under  command  of  Capt. 
Stephen  Q.  Whipple,  First  Cavalry,  at  as  early  a  date  as  the  route  of  travel  will  admit 
the  passage  ot  wheeled  veliicles,  aud  eetublisb  a  camp  on  the  west  side  of  the  Watlowa 
River,  near  its  Junction  with  tbe  Grande  Rondo,  for  the  mutual  protection  of  the  citi- 
zuna  and  Ijidiaiis  in  that  vicinity,  and  for  tbn  pre.tervation  of  tbe  peace. 

This  encantpment  will  be  a  dependency  of  Fort  Walla  Walla,  from  which  post  it  will 
draw  its  supjilieii,  excepting  snch  aa  can  be  obtained  at  leiu  expense  near  calup. 

Tbe  proper  staff  departments  will  furnihh  the  ueccKoary  supplies  and  tranapertatiou. 
By  eomtiiaud  of  Bii gad ier- General  Howard : 

H.  CLAY  WOOD, 
JigtifiiHl  .litjulaitt-Uriiiial. 

To  be  a  little  more  explicit,  and  to  prevent  auy  possible  mUunder- 
standiiig,  thu  fitllitwjng  letter  was  ueut: 

Headquarteub  Dep.vrtment  oy  the  Columbia, 

J'orlland.  Oreg..  Mareh  14,  ltJ77. 

Sir:  I  have  the  bouor  to  inclose  copy  of  S|)ecial  Ordpra  N'o.  SS,  paragraph  S.  current 
series,  directing  the  ««t«blislin)eDt  of  a  caiup  iu  tbe  Wallowa  Valley,  aod  I  am  In- 
atrticUd  by  the  department  commander  to  state  that  Ibis  camp  will  probably  bave 
some  permnneiicy,  and  therefore  a  desirable  and  suitable  location,  baviug  thU  end  in 
view,  sbould  be  selected. 

The  compnnieK  will  be  poated  by  tbe  commanding  officer  as  near  the  crossing  nf  the 
Wallowa  Rivi^r  as  may  be  practicable,  cimsistent  with  a  comfortable  and  pleasant 
camp — a  camp  to  debouch  fnini.  It  is  believed  such  a  camp  can  be  found  between 
the  Grande  Ronde  and  Wallowa  Rivers.  Of  course  an  outpost  beyond  the  regnlar  camp 
will  be  placed  and  held  by  details  or  natrola.  and  iu  tine  to  prevent  tbe  Indians  from 
destroying  the  Wallowa  bridge,  or  holdiug  ground  too  difficult  to  keep  clear,  as  they 
might  attempt  to  do. 

As  remarked  above,  this  ci 
third  cuinpany  of  cavalry  or 
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capiDCj  of  the   vallej-  bj  troops.     Tberefore,  tempormry  qDortnTs  and   ahaolntcly 
uocexxar;  biiilcliii|;n  uaBt  l>e  coDgtrnct«d  from  the  timber  which  in  conTenient. 

The  I'uuipai lies  nill  toko  with  them  tLe  two  Outliiij;  guns,  ouil  an  ample  smpplf  of 
aminuaiiion  of  all  ktnda  wilt  at  alt  limeHbe  at  hand. 

The  necfiBMry  pack-tuules  will  be  taken  from  the  aaimala  At  Fort  Walls  ^alla.,  eight 
or  teD  advineil  for  «ach  company.    A  anpply  of  medicine  will  be  taken  front  the  poet. 

The  command  will  carry  thirty  days'  rationH,  and  this  qoautity  of  ijnbsistenae  Mores 
wilt  habitually  be  kept  up. 

Tlie  maiimum  nninberof  men  (of  the  companies)  possible  wilt  be  sent,  ami  most  of  the 
mecbanicH,  eeiwcially  carpenters  and  men  band;  with  an  aie,  shoald  aci^mpany  tfar 
command.  A  reaaonable  detail  for  the  gardens  and  care  of  company  property  should 
be  left  nt  Fort  Walla  WalU. 

ReqnisitionB  will  at  once  be  made  for  cavalry  boraeHsnd  any  other  property  alisotntely 
neceiwary  to  fully  and  completely  fit  out  this  expedition  for  any  emergency. 

Copy  of  this  commnnication  will  be  furnished  the  commanding  officer  of  the  expedi- 
tion fur  bis  information. 

A' cry  respectfnlty,  yoat  obedient  servant, 

H.  CLAY  WOOD, 
AtiitUiKl  JdjHtaiit-Griifrat. 
CopNinanrfinj  Offrrr,  Fort  Walla  Walla. 

March  15  tbe  above  Special  Orders  25  wan  sent  witli  a  letter  of  ad- 
rice  to  Agent  Mooteith,  with  a  view  of  coDtiuQiiig  tbe  co-operation  tie- 
manded : 

HF.ADQL'ARTEIte   DEPARTMENT  OV  THB  COLCMBIA. 
'  I'orlland,  (hrg.,  March  15.  1877. 

Sir  :  The  department  commander  instructs  me  to  inclose  herein  for  yonr  informa- 
tion copy  of  Special  Orders  Ko.  STi,  paragraph  *J,  current  series,  from  these  headqaartcn, 
and  to  slate  that  in  addition  to  Ihe  two  companies  ot  cavalry  therein  ordered  to  Ibe 
Wallowa  Valley,  probably  an  additional  company  will  be  sent  there  to  habitually  fom 
part  of  tbe  command. 

The  camp  will  be  located  at  the  janction  of  the  Wallowaand  Grande  Konde  Kivrn. 
near  the  Wallowa  bridge. 

Very  respeclfullv,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

H.  CLAY  WOOD, 
Aiaiatani  JdjataKl'tlrtitraL 

J.   li.   MOXTEITH,  Esq., 

L'liitnl  SUitn  IniliaH  Agent,  Lapivai  Jgaicg,  /ifaho. 

FIRST  LETTER— A  REPORT. 

Id  explanation  of  purposes  and  action,  as  then  appearing  to  be  ueces- 
.    sary ,  showing  particulnrly  how  difficult  it  was  to  anticipate  the  actnal 
place  of  an  ontbreak,  should  an;  occur,  I  introduce  my  letter  to  yon  ot 
March  14, 1877 : 

Heauquartebs  Dbpartmest  of  the  Coh-mbia. 

Porllanrl,  Ortg.,  March  14,  1?77, 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  iustmctions  from  headqnarteis  of  tbe  Army,  dated  JanuarT 
13, 18T7,  transmitting  a  communication  from  the  Indian  Office,  I  am  neceasitatcil  to 
establish  a  temporary  post  in  or  near  Wallowa  Vallejs-. 

Tbe  information  that  I  have  received  through  Indian  agents,  post  commanders,  and 
from  a  personal  visit  to  Wallowa  Valley,  has  led  mo  to  believe  tbat  should  Joseph  or 
his  brother  begin  a  foray,  that  Indians  along  the  Columbia,  in  the  Palonse  coantry  an^ 
elsewhere,  Indiana  who  are  otf  the  rnservationa  and  some  diacontenteil  ouea  on  tbr 
reservations,  will  give  him  sympathy  and  help.  Now,  to  prevent  this.  I  have  onle-ieJ 
the  establishtueut  of  a  temporary  post  just  at  the  entrance  to  the  Wallowa  Valley  froni 
tbe  Grande  Ronde. 

There  are  two  companies  of  cavalry  available  fn>m  Walla  Walla. 

As  tbe  Indians  of  Maliieur  agency  are  the  least  civilized  of  any,  I  tbooght  it  would 
be  better  not  to  reduce  Harney  below  two  companies,  exoept  in  ease  of  necessity ;  bat 
to  be  perfectly  secure  at  the  temporary  post,  I  wished  to  add  Bendire's  company  to  tht 
two,  if  Ocneral  McOowetl  would  send  a  company  from  McDermit  or  Itidwell  to  replaet 
his  at  Harney.  I  cannot  safely  diminish  Fort  Lapwai  now,  for  the  Indians  are  threat- 
ening the  Hettlement  of  Kamiah.  The  friendly  Nez  Percys  there  are  a  little  inclined 
to  panic.  If  the  movement  from  Uidwell  or  McDermit  which  I  stig^test  is  made,  it 
will  have  the  eD'ect  to  quiet  tbe  restlesB  Indians  between  our  posts,  and  it  will  do  Ib« 
troops  goo<l  to  make  the  movement.  There  need  be  but  small  expense  attending  it.  at 
the  poets  mast  have  their  own  transportation. 
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If  General  McDoirell  thialis  tbia  is  not  beat,  not  being  able  to  spare  a  company  from 
the  Department  uf  CalifoTuia,  I  shall  send  at  least  50  men  from  Vancouver.  Vnncon- 
T«r  is  central  for  Alaska,  the  Sonnd,  Klamath,  Harney,  or  northward,  according  to 
Deed.  I  was  once  pTomiaed  b;  Oeneral  Schofleld  three  companies  at  Harney,  and  I 
believe  the  order  to  Bernard  -was  iasned  to  effect  thie,  bat  for  some  good  reason  it  wae 
conntennanded. 

I  have  had  the  new  (temporary)  poet  selected  so  that  the  entrance  to  Wallowa  Valley 
throogh  the  dividins  ridge  (between  Wallowa  Valley  and  Grande  Ronde)  may  be 
aecmwl.  It  will  be  Tooat«d  on  the  weatero  aide,  with  a  view  to  secnrity  and  auo  to 
rconomy,  for  the  rid^  ia  very  difficult  for  wa^rnus,  and  the  diatance  to  a  good  camp, 
after  croisinK  over  it,  at  least  ^  miles  farther  from  SiiniDiervitle. 

The  camp  location  ia  abont  35  miles  from  Snmmerville  toward  Wallowa  V&ltey,  Jnst 
tbis  ude  of  the  crossing  of  the  Wallowa  Biver. 

As  it  may  be  neoesBary  to  hold  on  there  throagh  the  winter,  I  have  directed  the 
troopa  to  pot  np  log  ahelt«ra.    The  pine  woods  are  oonvenient. 

My  plan,  if  I  have  to  take  the  offensive,  which  I  cannot  do  under  pteeent  ordora,  is 
tn  re-enforce  this  new  camp,  and  move  forward  force  enongb  to  mtilce  short  work. 
Walla  Walla,  Harney,  and  Lapwui  can  easily  be  brought  together  there. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Brigadier-GfKrral,  CommuHrffnj. 

ASHIST;(NT  ADJUTANT-GRNEKAL, 

JfiJilary  Dieitiott  of  the  Parific,  San  Fi-anciim,  Cat. 

DKTAILS  OF  OPERATIONS.  , 

Tlion^h  I  bave  to  return  a  little  f n  order  of  diite,  I  will  beie  introdace 
my  letter  to  yon  of  May  'I'l,  1877.  This  affords  quite  a  detailed  aecouDt 
of  all  tlio  operations  coiiceraiug  the  "uoo-treaty  Nez  Pen-es"  aud 
"  Columbia  Kiver  renegades  "  to  its  date : 

Hradquartrks  Department  of  thb  Columbia, 

Portlanfl,  Oreg.,  May  'it,  Itfi?. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  War  Department,  dated  Washington, 
D.  C,  Jaonary  I'J,  1S7T,  which  were  a  supplement  to  a  communication  from  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior  dated  the  !^th  of  January,  IrtTT,  I  made  all  the  preliminary 
arrangements  for  the  occnpation  of  the  Wallowu  Valley  by  two  companies  of  the 
FtrNt  Cavalry,  to  be  sent  thither  as  aoon  oa  it  was  practicable  to  cross  the  Blue  Ridge 
with  wagons. 

Aithongh  no  violent  measures  were  an thorized  without  more  deflnite  InHtmctions, 
siil],  I  anticipated  that  the  movements  of  troopa  would  awaken  hostile  action  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  nu me rnu a  bauds  named  in  Report  of  the  ComoiiBsioner  of  Indian 
ASUirB.  The  Indiana  referred  to  were,  Qrat.  Joseph'a  Band,  of  Wallowa  Valley  ;  the 
Haeutimn,  on  a  creek  of  that  name  aonth  of  the  Snake  River ;  the  White  Bird  Indians, 
li>cat«d  on  Salmon  River,  north  of  the  Snake;  and  the  band  of  Hush- Hush-Cute,  scat- 
tered ali>ng  the  Snake  River  to  the  Palouse  country.  These,  with  numeroas  ladiaDH, 
malcnnt«rita  already  on  or  near  the  Nez  Perc^  reservation,  of  whom,  in  a  sense, 
LiOokiiiK  Olaas  appearml  to  be  the  leader,  conatitnted  what  haa  been  called  in  reports 
"The  NoO'treaty  Nez  PerciSs  Indiana."  It  is  difficult,  even  yet,  to  ascortttiu  their  num- 
bers with  accuracv ;  the;  will,  however,  not  exceed  a  thouaaud  aoula,  all  told.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  "Non-treatiea"  there  are  several  banda  that  properly  belong  to  the 
Umatilla,  Yakima,  and  other  established  reservationa.  A  "  dreamer"  by  the  name  of 
Smohallie,  an  Indian  of  ^reat  shrewdness— not  a  hereditary  chief — exorcises  a  potent 
influence  over  these  Indiana  usually  encamped  or  roamiug  about  soinewhera  in  the 
Colombia  River  Valley.  There  are  probably  a  thousand,  including  men,  women,  and 
children.  The  malcontents  from  all  the  roaervatione  run  to  them  fur  asylum  ;  and  it 
JH  these  two  classes  that  we  will  denominate  "The  Non-treaty  Nez  Perc£s  "  and  the 
"  Columbia  River  renegades,"  with  which  I  have  had  to  do. 

The  1st  of  Mareh,  1877,  I  visited  Walla  Walla  to  make  arraogetneDts  for  the  antici- 
pated cnmpaign;  I  waa  shown  by  Colonel  Grover'a  report  that  it  would  be  impracti- 
cable to  cross  the  Blue  Ridge  safety  with  wagons  before  the  middle  of  April  or  first 
of  Hdj.  RetnminK  to  Portland,  I  received  a  secoud  sot  of  instructiona,  indorsed  by , 
direction  of  General  Sherman  upon  a  second  commuDication  from  the  Department  of 
the  Interior,  dated  March  13,  1877. 

Accompanying  these  inatnictions  was  a  letter  of  transmittal  from  military  division 
heful quarters,  dated  Hareh  24, 1>)T7.  This  letter  recapitulated  portions  uf  the  iuatruc- 
tions  of  January  13,  1877,  viz  ; 

"  You  are  to  comply  with  the  reqnest  of  the  superinteo'lent  of  Indian  affairs  iu  thfl 
tDtereat  of  peace,  of  March  1^,  li577,  viz : 
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"  Tbe  retaoval  to  be  coudueted  br  tbe  Agents  of  the  ludikn  Biirran.  tbt  m 
antboritiea  merely  pmtecllne  and  aidiag  tbem  in  tbe  eiecution  of  thaii ' 

AKftio,  tbe  fotlowin);  is  added,  viz  : 

"a8  thin  queatioii  <if  tbe  removal  of  Joseph's  band  is  a  very  delicate  and  importur, 
one,  tbe  dWiaion  cummaader  directs  it  to  be  done  onder  yonr  persuna!  dlrectJori  i( 
practicable.     PlH]Lsa  acknntTledge  receipt  by  telegraph." 

1  replied,  March  31,  tbe  date  uf  receipt  of  tbe  above :  "  Will  give  perioral  dlmiiin. 
as  siiggested." 

Wheu  at  Walla  Walla,  in  March,  I  met  there  Hr.  Comoj^r.  the  UmatilU  lodiin  ' 
H«eDt,  who  informed  Die  in  aabatance,  as  follows:  Joeeph  and  hii  people, oi  mocn! 
tnem,  are  wisbiiig  tocroasthe  Blue  Rid^  and  visit  the  Umatilla  [ndians,  panicntirh 
to  see  me  (Comoyer)  and  learn  what  the  government  proposes,  claiming  that  llw  \\r 
terpreter  at  Lapwai,  in  tbe  fall,  bad  notaltogetherspokenthe  "tmtb."  1  replied  rbf 
he  bad  belter  euconrage  these  Indians  to  make  their  proposed  visit.  Mr.  Cntmy 
subseqiientlj  vigitetl  nie  at  Portland,  and  toM  me  that  these  Indians  were  cominE.id 
that  be  should  meet  tbem  upon  his  retam  to  the  agency.  Therefore  I  sent  m^aidFO'- 
camp.Lient.  William  H.  Boyle,  to  be  present  at  the  agency  interview.    Thiitoukpliir 

Joseph's  yonuger  brother,  whose  name  is  Ollicnt  (aometimea  called  "  Ynnng  Jmrfb' 
and  Old  "Too-at"  or  "Dreamer,"  and  a  few  otbers  of  J>>seph's  Indians  wt^re  ibrrr. 
After  the  talk,  Ollicat  expressed  a  desire  to  see  me,  and  wished  rae  to  appoint  tbriiu  | 
and  place.  Lieutenant  Boyle  telegraphed  me  accordinKl;  as  soon  as  be  reached  Willi  i 
Walfa,  TnkingOlliciitfor  Joseph,  I  replied  (April  11),  that  I  wunld  meet  hiuatFnr  i 
Walla  Walla  April  IQ.  j 
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Taking  with  me  Lieuteoaot  Wllkinaon,  aMe-de-camp,  I  left  Portland  April  16.  *>■ 
detained  above  C<^lilo  two  days  by  an  accident  to  tbe  steamer,  bat  tortnnalely  ■earir 
able  torench  Walliilti  at  6  p.  m.  of  tbe  Iclth.  Care  were  waiting  to  take  me  on.  h< 
before  passing  into  tbe  train,  several  Indians,  beaded  by  "  Old  HomeW."  a  Fnitilu 
Indian,  begi^ud  me  to  stay  and  meet  a  large  number  of  Indians  (Columbia  River  im^ 
gades},  that  were  encamped  in  sight  across  tbe  river,  Somabollie  with  them.  IifpW 
that  I  was  not  sent  to  tbem.  Just  then  tbe  government  reqnired  them  U>  ^ob  tlr 
reservatiun  :  that  was  all.  Homely  declared,  "They  will  all  go  to  themonotaiuiFj'c 
do  not  see  them."     I  said,  ''Let  them  go."    I  then  proceeded  to  Walla  Walla. 

Tbe  10th,  in  the  afternoon,  Ollicat,  with  sever^  other  Indians,  makes  his  tpftv.- 
ance  at  Fort  Walla  Walla,  and  excnses  hisdelay,  and  explains  that  his  brother  (Jok^  i 
is  not  coming,  but  that  he  himself  wishes  to  have  a  talk  with  me  in  the  prewoM  d  \ 
severaL  of  bis  people.  Colonel  Grover  has  a  barrack-room  prepared,  where  the  inttr  : 
view  took  place,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  on  tbe  20th.  I 

There  were  present,  OUiout,  Yoong  Chief  of  tbe  Umatillas,  the  Dreamer  befonma- 
tioned,  ana  several  other  non-treaty  Nez  Perc^.  Besides  my  aids,  several  nS&ftnd 
tbe  fort  and  some  citizens  were  present.  The  Indian  agent  Comoyerand  hisiDi<4 
preter,  McDain,  participated. 

I  explained  tbe  requirements  of  tbe  government;  that  the  Indians  would  be  rrqnirK 
to  go  [in  tlie  reservation— «D  some  reservation  ;  that  tbe  government  hid  ooaMnled  «• 
allow  Joseph  and  his  people  a  yearly  visit  to  tbe  luinaha  Valley  fur  hunting  and  btb- 
ing,  but  always  with  a  pass  from  tbe  agent. 

The  Indians  seemed  at  firet  to  wish  to  Join  the  Umatillas;  then  it  appears  thf»v» 
a  project  (probably  originating  with  white  men)  to  combine  the  reeervation  IndiiL- 
of  Umatilla  with  the  non-treaty  Nez  Perc^,  and  ask  for  them  thus  joined  the  Walloo 
and  Ininaba  country,  giving  np  the  Umatilla  reserve.  But  I  replied  that  the  ioMnU' 
tions  are  definite;  that  I  should  send  troops  very  soon  tooccnpy  the  Wallowa,  andpn- 
oeed  to  Lapwai  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  execution  of  my  instrnctiona. 

Ollicnt,  who  manifested  a  good  disposition,  was  evidently  afraid  to  pmintse in''- 
thing,  and  I  was  aware  that  some  representative  of  the  Indian  Bureau  shanldtitf 
the  Uiitiative  in  dealing  with  these  ludians,  so  thai  I  was  glad  to  have  bint  uk  I' 
gather  the  Indians,  all  tbe  non-treaties,  to  meet  me  at  Fort  Lapwai  during  uj  eomiD; 

I  replied  that  I  would  be  tbere  in  eleven  oi  twelve  days,  and  that  all  these  Indiw' 
oould  see  tbe  Indian  Agent  Monteitb  and  myself  together.  I  showed  them  thalSb 
miab,  a  dreamer,  leader  of  a  small  band  near  Celilo,  was  already  in  the  gnatd-hoiu«>i 
Fort  Vancouver,  and  that  hiA  people  had  come  to  the  Yakima  reservation,  *nd  tin! 
this  would  doubtless  be  the  fortnue  of  any  other  dreamer  leader  for  uon-eompliinR 
with  government  instructions.    The  council  then  broke  np. 

During  the  day  I  bad  received  a  dispatch  from  tbe  tfllegraphic  operator  at  Willnli 
station,  that  tbe  Indians  were  thronging  his  oCBce  and  begginj;  for  an  intervies  wilt 
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MoDdftj,  tb«  23A,  Colonel  Orover  sent  ns  (my  aids  aad  mj:setf)  in  bie  spring  wagOD 
to  tliat  place.  Tbe  oext  nioming  (Tuesday,  tbe  34tb)  an  Indian  mcHeeDgei  comes 
serosa  the  river  from  SomabBlIie,  nbo  coolly  propoaes  tbat  I  shoald  cross  the  Colombia 
sod  bold  tbo  iotervievr  at  bis  (Somaballie'H)  oamp.  Tbia  I  declined  to  do,  Htating 
tbat  it  was  not  loateriul  whetber  I  saw  him  or  not ;  the  interview  nas  of  bis  own 
seeking;,  nnd  Walliiln  was  tbe  appointed  plare.  It  was  not  till  tbe  afternoon  tbat 
SomahalJie  decided  to  come  tome ;  be  crouted  his  band,  men,  women,  and  children,  a 
mile  or  more  above  tbe  town. 

Tbe  Indians  witb  nnmbera,  paint,  blankets,  and  feathers,  made  all  tbe  ceremonial 
show  tbey  could.  There  were  abont  250  men,  and  some  TiO  or  more  woniCD  and  chil- 
dren, tbat  Ratbered  into  tbe  old  warebonae  to  meet  me.  Indian  A|;ent  Comoyer  was 
present.  Agent  Wilbnr  could  not  be  summoned  in  season.  Inter[ireter  McBaiji  was 
taken  sariongly  ill  en  roule,  and  did  not  come,  so  that  we  worried  through  the  after- 
noon endeavorioK  to  commnnicate  idras  by  naioK  the  jargou. 

Just  at  oigbt  Mr.  Puubrau,  fur  whom  we  bod  to  send  at  least  30  miles,  came  to  onr 
Hill. 

Tbe  Indianii  bad  not  much  to  say  to  nn,  but  were  evidently  mnch  disturbed  by  re- 
ports that  bad  come  to  tbem.  Tbe  aitualion  of  Kkeiuiah  had  frightened  them.  They 
were  not  very  friendly  in  their  manner;  evidently  under  bad  leadership;  some  peo- 
ple were  puttio);  tbom  up  to  beg  for  a  near  reiierviition,  opposite  AVallnlu,  conditioned 
npon  buying  out  Hettlera' improvements.  Indians  believed  tbat  if  let  alone  they  could 
life  in  peace  with  the  white  men,  and  pasture  their  stock  on  tbe  same  range. 

Mr.  Cornoyer  explained  tlie  orders  of  tbe  government ;  I  did  tbe  wime.  SomahalUe 
with  givat  parade  and  tragic  manner  addressed  the  crowd,  telling  the  Indiana  briefly, 
and  seemingly  wilb  flerceueHS,  whatthe  government  required.  Tbe  Indianx  left  after 
the  talk,  ile<:laring  that  Qeueral  Howard  tvaa  "cuttus."  They  were  evideutl.v,  some  of 
them,  mncb  displeased. 

VISIT  TO  LEWISTON. 

I  bad  sent  a  dispatch  in  advaDce  for  Capt.  D.  Perry,  First  Cavalry,  post  com- 
mander at  Fort  Lapwai,  and  Agent  Monteith,  to  meet  me  at  Lewistou,  en  tlie  arrival 
of  tbe  Kteamer,  the  evening  of  the  !6tb  of  April.  I  did  this  because  I  had  lu  return 
immediately  to  Wallula,  to  meet  my  odjnt ant-general  and  Lieutenant  Sladen,  to  ar- 
range matters  with  reference  to  the  witbdranal  of  troops  from  Alaska  and  attend  to 
olber  general  subjects  connected  with  tbe  department. 

The  gentlemen  Urat  named  were  in  waiting  at  tbe  Lewiston  landing.  We  imme- 
diately bod  together  a  thorough  review  of  ^I  tbe  orders  and  inatrnctiona  from  the 
Indian  Bureau,  Department  of  the  Interior,  War  Department,  and  also  my  orders  from 
(ieneral  Sherman  and  General  McDowell.  The  implication  throughout  was  that  the 
Indian  aeonta  should  not  only  take  tbe  initiative,  but  proceed  with  whatever  meas- 
ures might  be  necessary  to  bring  the  wandering  Indians  upon  the  reservationg.  The 
Army  was  simply  to  aid  and  protect,  and  strain  every  nerve  to  preserve  tbe  peace. 
The  agent,  Monteith,  had  already  written  me  the  wishes  of  hia  department,  and  had 
asked  toy  advice  and  co  operation. 

We  aooD  arranged  that  I  should  return  the  ensnine  week  to  Lapwai  from  Wallula; 
that  tbe  agent  and  myself  should  bold  a  council  witli  Joseph  and  bis  people,  as  Olli- 
cot  had  requested,  at  the  fort;  next  that  I  should  telegraph  from  Wallnla  tbat  if  all 
the  DOD-treaties  came  to  tbe  Xez  Percys  reservation  it  would  be  necessary  to  take  the 
lands  held  without  real  title  by  several  white  men  on  the  reserve  ;  that  probably  it 
would  be  necessary  to  bring  forward  more  troops  to  the  viciuily  of  Lewiston, and  also 
move  Dp  Captain  Whipple's  command,  at  least  temporarily,  to  tbe  vicinity  of  tbe  month 
of  the  Grande  Ronde,  for  at  least  one-half  of  the  Indians  were  there  encamped  south 
of  the  Snake  and  between  Lewiston  aud  Wallowa  Valley ;  that  Agent  Monteith  was 
to  send  word  to  the  Indians,  through  the  friendly  Nez  Percys,  to  meet  ns  on  or  soon 
after  my  return  ;  and  that  Captain  Perry  should  make  all  tbe  necessary  preparations 
for  a  council,  nnder  canvas,  within  the  limits  of  bis  post.  I  left  my  two  aidea-de-camp, 
LieutenaotB  Boyle  and  Wilkinson,  to  co-operate  with  tbe  agent  and  Captain  Perry  in 
carrying  forward  tbe  preliminaries  to  the  plana  juat  agreed  upon. 

I  arrived  at  Wallula  the  evening  of  the  2^tb,  when  I  received  an  application  from 
Cnlonel  Grover  for  a  company  of  infantr;  immediately,  in  case  I  took  H  company 
(Trimble's),  Firat  Cavalry,  to  the  front.  I  immediately  carried  oat  my  previons  in- 
tention, and  ordered  Lieutenant  Hanghey's  company,  H,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  Fort 
Vanconver,  to  Fort  Walla  Walla. 

Tbe  2!>tb  of  April,  Major  Wood  and  Lieutenant  Sladen  met  me  by  appoiulment,  when 
all  tbe  matters  affected  by  the  change  of  troops  from  Alaska  were  carefully  atteuded  to  ; 
Lientenaut  Sladen  being  designated  to  proceed  to  Wraugel  and  Sitka  to  see  the  execu- 
tion of  tbe  necessary  orders. 

While  we  were  together,  Mr.  Pambrnn,  the  excellent  interpreter  at  Scmaballie's 
cnnncil,  came  to  me,  having  ridden  some  25  or  30  miles,  to  report  the  Increased  hostil- 
ity of  the  "  Columbia  River  renegades."    Pambrun  speaks  tbe  Walla  Walla  language 
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-well,  and  knows  tbe  oiinde  of  the  lodiana.  He  told  me  that  they  ven  vei;  mgrj 
witb  me. 

The  30th  I  h«d  an  interview  with  Colonel  Qrover  at  Walla  Walla,  and  irith  Mij* 
Towler,  the  paymaster,  who  was  ^to  accompany  a  oourt-martial  t«  Colrille  dniicj 
that  week.  I  ingtructed  the  major  to  infoim  tbe  Colville  Indians,  and  tho«e  ia  thil 
vicinitv,  that  we  had  no  orders  concerning  them.  The  object  of  this  was  to  preTBi 
the  Indians  in  that  direction  from  being  indaced,  under  a  panic  that  had  abtad)  be 
gun  among  them,  from  joining  malcontents. 

Colonel  Orover  agreed  to  start  the  two  cavalry  companiee  acioss  the  Bine  Bidgf  tlic 
next  day,  and  have  the  other  cavalry  company  in  readiness  at  call.  1  then  wtni  <t 
by  stage  toward  Lewiston.  Had  an  interview  daring  tbe  evening  with  Hr.  A-J.Ciit 
who  was  an  Indian  agent  connected  with  Governor  Stevens  at  tbe  timettwKi 
«ral  very  important  treaties  were  made  in  thiscoontry.  Heaaid,  "SomabaltiehatlKr'. 
to  me  since  yonr  talk  ;  he  is  in  trouble ;  asks  my  Bdvic«.  I  tell  him  to  talk  to  jon  i< 
fnlly  and  frankly  aa  he  does  to  me.  I  gave  him  a  lettra  to  yoa ;  told  bim  yon  vcn  i 
true  man;  that  he  mnst  obey  your  instmctjona."  • 

Mr.  Cain  sends  a  very  interesting  oommonication,  a  copy  of  which  1  attach  to  aj 
report  (marked  A). 

To  hasten  my  Jonmey,  Tneaday,  Hayl,  Mr.  Fettis,  the  stage- proprietor,  takf*  wt 
by  a  light  wagon  (buck1>oard)  from  Dayton  to  Lewiston  in  time  for  me  to  ridetoyiKl 
Lrfipwai  the  same  night. 

On  reaching  Lewiston  I  received  a  verbal  measage  from  Agent  Honteitb  reqnMtiu 
that  I  would  look  into  some  charges  that  were  said  ,to  be  in  tbe  bands  of  tbe  edilotcl 
the  LewiHton  paper.  Tbe  paper  bod  just  published  what  purported  tobeasamniarTrt 
the  cbargeH  made  by  tbe  Delegate  from  the  Territory.  They  claimed  rowatdice,  m- 
rnption,  ;ind  foluehood,  as  they  read  in  the  newspaper.  Xt  woold  be  improper  for  w 
to  enter  on  this  subject.  It  appeared  to  rae  from  a  prima-faele  view  that  the  chitj-i 
promulipiled  just  at  this  time  were  published  In  the  interest  of  certain  specnlitin 
who  wi.'tlied  to  hinder  tbe  operations  of  the  government  for  tbeirown  pnrpoMS.  TtK-.'r- 
fore  I  dueuied  it  l>Mt  to  ignore  the  subject  altogether. 

OPERATIONS   AT  FORT  LAPWAt. 

Wednpsilay,  May  2, 1  bad  an  interview  with  Father  Cataldo,  the  priest  in  cbai.t, 
of  a  misniou  allowed  to  be  established  some  time  during  General  Grant's  admini^Ki- 
tiouon  tlie  Nez  PercfSs  reservation.  I  may  say  that  I  visited  this  mission.  ItistHtmW 
on  a  creek  that  rises  in  the  Craig  Mountains  and  flows  thonce  into  the  Lanwai,  «d>;' 
ins  it  some  Uve  or  six  miles  above  its  conduence  with  tbe  Clearwater.  Tbe  vallcru: 
this  oieek  (Catholic  Mission)  has  choice  land. 

The  mission,  about  midway,  consists  of  a  nicely  constrncted  church,  holding  periii> 
300  people,  witb  an  ontbnildlug  and  a  small  village  of  log  honsee  for  the  Indian • 
Those  luilians  take  np  farms,  as  do  the  Mexicans,  at  considerable  distances  from  Ib<:.r 
riUi^e — Honie  as  far  off  as  Lapwat  Creek.  The  mission  ia  quite  thriving,  bataaisod^t. 
tbe  case,  there  is  considerable  controversy,  above  and  beneath  the  surface,  belvM! 
tbe  followers  of  the  mission  and  the  Protestants.  The  agent,  Monteith,  at  afonifr 
talk  with  tbe  Indians,  understood  from  some  of  them  that  Father  Cataldo  and  lii^  [>>i- 
lowers  bad  somehow  opposed  the  bringing  of  the  non-treaties  upon  tbe  rescTvaiiio. 
and  be  (the  a^ut)  had  so  wrlttien  to  Wasbtugton.  His  letter,  now  publisbod,  broni):: 
a  reply  ami  a  denial  of  this  or  other  allegations  from  Father  Cataldo.  This  eiplui.-- 
my  interview  with  the  priest. 

I  heard  bisstatement  of  points  at  issue  between  bim  and  the  agent ;  aasaiedbim  Itiii 
Mr.  Honteitb  would  look  into  the  matter,  and  doubtless  rectify  any  statement  lie  foiu^ 
to  bo  incorreot.  He  den  led  to  me  a  desire  to  binder  the  government  plans.  I  told  iv^ 
that  eometimee  neutrality  was,  in  my  judgment,  equivalent  to  positive  opposilioD.  w! 
as  be  really  favbred,  as  he  claimed,  the  plans  of  the  government,  I  tboDght  be  ao|:hl  - 
o  advise  his  mission.     I  invited  him  to  bo  present  at  tbe  conncils,  and  I  believe  llm 


after  this  I  hod  the  co-operation  of  the  father  and  most  of  his  people. 
Hy  own  opinion  is,  that  the  same  "  speculators"  who  want  tbe  Ii; 
property,  who  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  fearfnl  cbarges  against  Agent  Moateilh,  h 


striven  to  promote  their  objects  by  fanning  to  a  flame  prejudices  ajid  mi8slatealcD'>> 
that  have  for  centuries  existed  between  Protestant  and  Catholic  Christians.  I  niac  I' 
mistaken.  The  investigation  asked  for  by  Ageat  Hoiiteltb,  by  bis  departioent, ■' 
settle  this  matter. 

FIRST  COUNCIL.  I 

There  caioe  tugt  (her  the  morning  of  the  3d  abont  50  Indians,  mostly  of  JoKP'  < . 
band,  accompanied  by  Yonng  Chief,  of  tbe  Umatillas.  The  Indians  approached niouiit«l ; 
manihed  entirely  around  the  garriaon,  on  tbe  on  tside,  singing  aaortof  cbaat,audciia' 
into  the  large  hospital-tent  which  bad  been  pitched  in  front  of  the  gaard-booM,  vii" 
t«nt.fly  in  front  and  tbe  sides  well  np,  aod  went  throngh  tbe  osaal  ceremonies,  k'"''' 
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ihakinv  with  Agent  MoDteitb,  mjeelf,  and  otber  officers  present ;  qnite  ft  namber  of 
treaty  lodiaiiti  immediately  gathered  aroaii<l,  inside  and  outaide  the  tent  Father  C»- 
taldo being  present, opened  tbe  talk, by  ashort  prater  in  Nei  Perc^  Then  immedi- 
at«ly  Joaeph  ia  told  b;  me,  tliat  I  ndderetood  by  his  brother,  twelve  days  before,  at 
Fart  Walla  WoUa,  that  be  wished  to  see  me ;  that  1  was  there  to  bear  what  he  had  to 
say.  Joaeph  explained  that  naotber  band  of  Indians,  White  Bird's  from  Salmon  River, 
were  coming,  already  in  tbe  mountains  (Craig),  and  would  be  here  to-morrow. 

Joseph  fanpes  I  will  not  be  in  a  hurry.  I  answer,  "  Mr.  Monteith's  instrnotions  and 
mine  are  directly  to  YOCR  people ;  if  yon  decide  at  once  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of 
tbe  govern ment,  yon  can  have  tbe  first  pick  of  vacant  land.  We  will  not  wait  for 
White  Bird ;  inBtructions  to  him  are  the  same ;  he  can  take  hia  turn." 

One  old  "dreamer"  lectured  the  interpreter,  Mr.  Whitman,  urging  Mm  for  thesabe 
of  coming  generations,  both  white  and  Indian,  to  interpret  correctly.  Another  old 
medicine-man,  with  a  somewhat  queruloua  spirit,  aaid  they  wanted  to  talk  a  few  daya 
abont  their  land.  I  replied  that  tae  agent  and  myself  wished  to  hear  what  they  bad 
t^i  say,  whatever  time  it  might  take);  but  they  mnst  know  in  the  outael,  that  in  any 
event,  they  were  Ui  obey  tbe  orders  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Aa  it 
was  evident  that  the  Indians  were  more  cnrions  to  got  something  from  ns,  and  more 
disposed  to  parley  and  wsate  time  than  to  communioate  anything  to  ns,  or  make  any 
request,  I  asked  the  agent,  Monteith,  if  he  had  not  better  read  his  inatmctiuns  from 
Washington  to  the  Indians.  This  be  then  did,  and  they  were  elowly  and  clearly  in- 
teipreted  to  tham. 

Theagentthen  said,  "I  sent  ont  Benben  and  someotherstoyonrcampand  invited 
yoo  to  come  in ;  now  yon  mast  come,  and  there  ia  uo  getting  out  of  it.  You  and 
White  Bird's  Indians  can  pick  np  all  your  horsea  and  cattle  and  come  ou  the  reserva- 
tion. I  have  the  land  for  alt  of  yon.  Joseph  can  pick  the  place  he  wants,  if  he  will 
do  it  at  unce.    General  Howanl  will  stay  till  matters  are  settled." 

Ollicnt  then  said,  "We  muat  think  for  ourselves,  whites  and  Indians;  we  have  re- 
spect for  the  whites,  but  they  treat  me  aa  a  dog,  and  I  sometimes  thiuk  my  friends 
are  different  from  what  t  supposed.  There  should  be  one  land  for  all.  It  I  commit 
murder,  I  should  be  hnng;  but  it  I  do  well,  I  shoiiLd  not  be  punished.  Our  friends 
will  be  here  to-morrow,  and  I  will  then  tell  what  I  think." 

I  answer,  "Joaeph  and  myself  and  the  a^ent  are  under  the  same  goveromont ;  \rbat 
it  commands  ds  to  do,  that  we  must  do.  The  Indians  ore  to  come  on  the  reservation 
_fir»l,  then  they  may  have  privileges,  as  the  agent  has  shown,  vis.,  to  buot  and  to 
Ssb  in  the  Imnaha  Valley.  If  the  Indians  hesitate  to  come  to  the  reservation,  govern- 
ment directs  that  soldiers  be  used  to  bring  them  hither.  Joseph  and  Ollicut  know 
that  we  are  friendly  to  them,  and  if  they  comply  there  will  be  no  trouble." 

Further  discussion  ia  had  between  ns  on  the  subjeot  of  law  and  obedience,  when  the 
Indians  still  entreat  for  delay. 

Before  dismissing  the  council  I  pay  my  respects  to  the  two  old  medicine-men,  who 
are  evidently  the  worst  malcontents ;  in  fact,  the  leaders  in  opposition.  They  answer 
me  aancily.  I  then  show  them  plainly  that  if  they  persist  I  will  have  them  arrested, 
as  Skimiah  was  at  Vancouver,  and  show  them  that  if  they  oontinue  turbulent  and  dis- 
obedient that  they  will  be  sent  to  the  Indian  country.  I  reiterate  the  orders  to  them, 
with  aa  much  severity  of  manner  as  I  could  command,  to  gire  good  nricicr,  nntil  I  saw 
that  they  were  alarmed  for  their  peraonal  aafety.  From  thia  time  they  kept  in  the 
background,  and  1  believe  advised  compliance  with  our  requirements. 

SBCOND  COu:<CiL. 

Friday,  the  4tb  of  Hay,  the  Indians  oame  together  again,  very  much  reinforced , 
part  of  White  Bird's  Indians  and  some  others  having  come  in.  They  go  throngh  a 
similar  preliminary  ceremonial  around  the  garriaou.  We  were  finally  seated  at  the 
coancil-tent,  when  a  treaty  Indian,  Alpowa  Jim,  opened  tbe  council  by  a  brief  prayer 
in  Nez  Perc^  Then  immediately  the  agent,  Honteith,  read  bis  instrnotious  from 
Waabingtou,  explaining  them  as  was  done  the  day  before.  I  indoraed  the  agent's 
Bp«ech  and  briefly  recapitulated  my  orders. 

Joaeph  simply  introduced  White  Bird  and  his  people,  stating  that  tbey  bad  not  seen 
me  before,  and  that  he  wished  them  to  understand  what  was  said.  Whit«  Bird  sat 
demnrely  in  front  of  me,  kept  hia  hat  ou,  and  steadily  covered  his  faoe  with  a  large 
eaele's  wing. 

They  then  put  forth  the  old  "dreamer"  of  White  Bird's  band,  Too-scbDl-hol- 
aote  by  name,  a  large,  thick-necked,  ugly,  obstinate  savage  of  the  worst  type.  His 
first  remark  was  about  the  law  of  the  earth  ;  that  there  were  two  parties  to  a  oontro- 
versy,  and  the  one  that  was  right  wonld  come  out  ahead.  We  answered  that  we  were 
all  children  of  a  common  government,  and  muat  obey.  Tbe  old  mao  replied  that  he 
had  heard  abont  a  trade  between  Indians  and  white  men,  bargaining  away  tbe  Indiana' 
Istnd,  but  that  he  belonged  to  tbe  land  out  of  which  he  came.  1  answered,  tbe  Nes 
Ferc^  Indiana  didmake  an  agreement,  and,  as  the  commissioner  explained  lut  fall,  the 
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noD-treaties,  being  in  a  minority,  were  bound  by  that  agreement,  uid  molt  ibiJ' 
by  it. 

Tbe  old  man  declared  1  had  no  right  to  compare  him  and  gAwn-np  Imliuia  to  aii 
children,  but  they  don't  thiolc  for  one  auotlier;  government  at  Waalungtoo  (ui-v 
think  :for  us.    This  sort  of  talk  vbh  continued  at  some  length. 

White  Bird's  Indlanit,  having  come  a  long  distance,  were  erideotly  very  tind  I 
thonght  it  was  bent  to  allow  tham  U>  assemble  again,  with  a  view  of  keepiog  ihr'm: 
the  reservation  and  gathering  in  others  still,  and  let  them  have  time  to  talkovrclw 
we  bod  told  tliem  until  I  could  get  my  troops  in  nositioa  ;  for  1  had  ordered  Caplii 
Trimble's  company  to  Lewiston  and  Captain  Whipple's  company  forward  seniHTb 
WalLowa  Valley  to  the  vicinity  of  the  confluence  of  the  Grande  Ronde  and  Si^i; 
Riv«rs.  I  bad  also  directed  that  two  companies  more  move  from  Vanconvei  idJ  k- 
camp  near  Wail nla,  to  keep  the  attention  of  the  Indians  in  that  qDart«r,  or  to  t- 
bronKht  to  me  if  needed  ;  so  when  Joseph  asked  for  a  postponement  till  tbe  mom> 
I  Mic,  "Let  the  Indians  take  time;  let  them  wait  till  Monday  momioE:  owaniS 
tbay  can  talk  among  themselves."  This  gave  evident  satisfactioni  and  Monday  nir 
■Dg  at  9  o'clock  was  ftsed  for  the  next  meeting. 

THIRD   COUNCIL. 

Monday,  the  7th  of  Hay,  tbe  Indians  had  still  further  accessions  to  their  nninlir:'' 
HubIi- bush -cote,  from  the  Snake  Biver  below  Lewiston,  with  his  followers,  via  ynr 
ent.  Tbe  delay  and  the  numbers,  with  their  secret  oommnninzSi  had  eridentl.c  i^'i 
the  Indians  heart.  Aft«r  the  nsual  form  of  opening  the  talk,  Agent  Uoateilliui' 
that  he  hod  forgotten  to  tell  them  one  thing,  that  they  wonld  not  be  distnrbnl  ;i 
their  religions  belief  by  the  government,  excepting  where  tbe  "Too  ats"  ot"dn<Sr 
ers"  caused  a  disturbance  of  the  peace.  I  added  that  "  it  made  no  diSereon  vte 
church  a  bad  teacher  belonged  to,  if  he  gave  bad  advice,  advice  that  caiwed  disokdi- 
ence  to  plain  government  requirements,  he  would  be  punished." 

We  then  called  upon  the  Indtaus,  as  they  had  plenty  of  time  to  consider  th- 1> 
strnctiouH,  to  complete  what  they  had  to  say.  The  same  old  "dreamer,"  Too-athd' 
hul-sot<;,  was  pot  forward  again  to  talk.  His  manner  was  loud,  harsh,  and  impndcu 
He  had  the  usual  words  conberning  the  earth  being  bis  mother,  and  the  wtMig  lliJ^ 
was  done  to  attempt  t«  separate  the  Indiaos  from  the  laud  which  was  theinbi'.:'! 
heritauce,  and  that  no  decision  should  be  arrived  at  till  it  be  done  in  the  right  nuwci 
He  repeats  what  he  had  said  at  the  other  council  aboot  chieftainship — chielUiD^i^rj 
of  the  earth— and  that  he  wanted  Mr.  Monteilh  and  me  to  tell  the  truth.  I  aiKvtj 
"I  don't  want  to  oQend  yoor  religion,  but  yon  must  talk  abont  practicable  itii^. 
twenty  times  over  I  hear  that  the  earth  is  your  mother  and  about  chieftaiuabip  fr" 
the  earth.  I'waut  to  bear  it  no  more,  but  come  to  basiuess  at  ooce."  The  am  a 
then  l>egaii  to  speak  about  the  laud  and  became  more  impndent  than  ever,  Knds^ 
"  What  tbe  treaty  IniKans  talk  abont  was  born  of  to-daj ;  wiun't  fme  lax  at  all   V<>; 

whiu  people  get  together  and  measure  the  earth  and  then  divide  it,  so  I  won) 

talk  directly  what  ^on  mean." 

The  agent,  Monteith,  said,  "  The  law  is,  yon  mast  come  to  the  reserraUoD.  Tb»li" 
is  made  in  Washington ;  we  don't  make  it." 

Other  positive  instrnctions  are  repented.    Too-schul-hul-eote  anewen,  "W 
have  made  any  trade.   Part  of  the  Indians  gave  op  their  land;  I  never  did.   Tbetonl 


is  part  of  niy  body,  and  I  nev6r  gave  up  the  earth." 

I  answer,  "You  know  very  well  that  the  govcrt , _,_-   . 

and  that  the  Indians  must  goon  it.    If  an  Indian  becomes  a  citixen,  he  con  bar* lav 


like  any  other  oitzen  outside,  but  he  has  to  leave  his  tribe,  like  old  Timothy.  TE)r  ]:' 
ernment  has  set  apart  this  lar^  reservation  for  yon  and  yonr  children,  toot  you  □< 
live  here  in  peace  and  prosper. ' 

The  old  roan,  In  a  snrly  way,  asked,  "  What  person  pretended  to  divido  tbe  land  o 
put  me  on  it  r'' 

I  answered,  with  emphasis,  "lam  the  man.  I  stand  here  [or  thePresidfnl.ir 
there  is  no  spirit,  good  or  bod,  that  will  hiuder  me.  My  orders  are  plain,  and  'ill  '■ 
executed.  I  hoped  tbe  iDdians  had  good  sense  enoogn  to  make  me  tlieir  friend  a- 
not  their  enemy." 

Looking  Glass,  a  malcontent  from  near  Kamiah,  waa  spoken  to,  and  answ^n  n' 
evasion,  andin  no  good  spirit,  and  indorses  the«ld  man.  White  Bird,  in  amildermanr' 
said  he  agreed  with  Too-sohul-hul-sote.  He  said  if  be  had  been  taught  from  early  ^'' 
to  be  governed  by  the  whites,  then  he  would  be  governed  by  the  whites.  "Tfae^''' 
HUHtaius  me."  I  then  turned  to  the  old  man,  whom  they  mean  to  keep  at  it,  and  e-. 
"  Then  yon  do  not  propose  to  comply  with  the  orders  t "  He  answers,  "  So  Ion!:  >^_" 
earth  keeps  me,  I  want  to  be  l6ft  alone  ;  yon  are  trilling  with  tbe  law  of  tbe  eanli  ~ 
reply,  "  Our  old  friend  does  not  seem  to  understand  that  the  question  is.  will  Xhe  h 
diana  come  peaceably  ou  tbe  reservation,  or  do  they  want  me  to  pnt  theca  tb^  '' 
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He  tb«adeo1u«3  Kgftin,  "I  never  gave  the  IndiAHBrathority  to  mve  away  my  land," 
1  asked,  "  Do  yon  speak  for  yoimelf  f  "  He  anitwered  fieroelj,  "  Tbe  IndiacB  may  do 
wbat  they  like,  but  I  am  kot  goiug  oa  tbe  reaervation."  Speakmg  as  etemly  as  1  oonid, 
I  said: 

"That  bad  advioe  is  what  yon  give  the  iDdiana  ;  od  aocoaot  of  it  yon  will  have  to 
be  taken  tu  the  Indian  TerritcTy.  Joseph  and  White  Bird  seem  to  have  good  heartcL 
bnt  yonn  is  bad ;  I  will  Bead  yoa  there  if  it  takes  yeara  and  years.  When  I  heard 
yon  were  comiaK,  I  feared  yoD  would  make  trouble ;  you  say  you  are  not  a  medicine 
man,  bnt  you  talk  for  them.  Tbe  Indians  can  see  no  Kood  while  yon  are  along  ;  yon 
advise  them  to  resist,  to  lose  all  their  horses  and  qattle,  and  have  unending  trouble. 
Will  Joseph  and  Wbito  Bird  and  Looking  Glass  go  with  me  to  look  after  the  land  f 
Tbe  old  man  shall  not  go  ;  he  must  stay  with  Captaia  Ferry."  Tbe  Old  Dreamer  says: 
"  Do  you  want  to  scare  me  with  refereuM  to  iny  bod;  I"  I  then  said  I  would  leave 
bis  body  with  Captain  Perry,  and  called  for  tbe  captain  to  take  bim  out  of  tbe  oouneil. 
He  waa  led  out  acoordiugly,  and  kept  away  till  the  council  broke  up. 

After  thiB  the  Indians  talked  in  a  diflerent  spirit,  readily  agreeing  to  go  with  us  the 
next  day,  tirst  to  ifiapeot  tfae  valley  of  the  Lapwai,  and  afterward  other  portions  of 
tbe  reservation  where  small  farms  could  be  set  apart  for  the  Indians'  cultivation  and 
where  there  would  be  suQlcienl  wood,  water,  and  grazing  for  Ibeir  stock.  That  night 
the  old  malcontent  was  given  a  bed  in  tbe  gaard-hoose,  with  orders  that  he  remain 
until  all  matters  were  settled. 

LOOKING  VOR  LOCATIONa — TBE  LAPWAI. 

Tuesday  the-t^th  it  was  raiovig  quite  bard  in  the  morning  early,  bat  cleared  np  be- 
fore ton.  Tbe  Indian  agent  not  appearing.  Lieutenant  Wilkinson,  aid-de-camp,  and 
myself,  with  two  cavalrymen,  rode  out  to  the  Indian  camp  ;  about  a  mile  from  tbe  gar- 
rison we  were  Joined  by  Joseph,  White  Bird,  and  Looking  Glass.  We  then  secured  a 
half-breed  interpreter,  J,  RolwHes,  at  the  first  bouse  up  the  valley,  Jonah,  the  treaty 
Biibcbief,  joining  ns  at  bis  own  bouse  near  tbe  mouth  of  tbe  Sweetwater  Creek.  Tbe 
party  then  pruc<«cled  np  tbe  valley  of  the  Lapwai.  The  well-cnltivatod  farms  of  some 
uf  the  treaty  Indians ;  the  640  acres  of  tbe  best  land  stretched  along  the  valley,  kept 
by  a  white  man,  Hr.  Finney,  and  family  ;  the  75  acres,  Mr.  Caldwell's,  with  elegant 
improve  men  ts,  including  an  excellent  bouse  and  barn ;  these  seem  to  please  tbe  In- 
dians exceedingly,  I  said  to  Joseph  that  I  understood  that  be  preferred  a  canvas 
house.  He  replied,  "When  I  come  on  the  reservation  I  want  a  good  frame  bonse." 
He  looked  through  Mr.  Caldwell's  hoo^e  with  great  interest  when  we  stopped  there, 
and  were  kindly  received  by  the  ladies  of  Mr.  Caldwell 's  family. 

From  Caldwell's  we  went  over  the  grazing  lands,  past  the  extensive  upland  agency 
farm,  and  back  to  the  fort.  The  Indians  begged  of  me  to  set  '■  onr  old  man  "  free  from 
tbe  guard-house.  They  said  they  would  make  bim  good.  I  permitted  them  to  have  an 
interview  with  him,  but  declined  to  free  him  then. 

The  agent  had  followed  me  over  the  same  routo  during  the  day.  That  evening 
Captain  Perry  and  myself  visited  the  agency,  where  we  agreed  to  start  with  Looking 
Glaaa  and  White  Bird  to  visit  Kamiab,  and  the  lands  above,  on  the  Clearwater,  as  it 
was  understood  Joseph  ^nd  his  people  would  have  the  Lapwai  Valley,  and  White  Bird 
and  his  people  woold  go  in  the  vicinity  of  Kamiab. 

l.OCAT10:*9— KAMIAH. 

The  next  morning,  Wednesday,  tbe  9th.  we  leave  the  garrison  at  5.30  a.  m.,  having 
a  nmall  escort  (sis  cavalrymen)  and  two  pack-males.  Tbe  day  was  bright  and  almost 
clondless ;  the  country  was  in  its  best  condition  ;  grass  land  and  trees  freeb  and  green  ; 
tbe  way  was  over  the  foot-hills,  tbe  Craig  Monntains,  and  the  extensive  prairie  lands 
on  eastward  to  the  valley  of  the  Clearwater,  a  stretch  of  between  60  and  70  miles.  We 
made  the  journey  on  horseback,  before  sundown,  exiieriencing  considerable  fatigne, 
bat  happy  and  suooessfal  in  the  infliienoe  we  were  able  to  exert  over  the  Indians  who 
accompanied  ne.  White  Bird  and  Looking  Gloss  ever  afterward  facilitated  our  work 
OB  mnch  as  they  eonld. 

Afl  we  looked  this  eveaing  from  Ibe  crest  down  tbe  three-mile  sleep  into  tbe  valley 
of  the  Clearwater,  where  the  valley  is  enlarged  into  an  extonsive  basin  by  the  inflnx 
of  tbe  Kamiab  Creek,  we  beheld  the  best  of  evidence  of  Indian  civiliEation  in  the 
numerous  farms  on  both  sides  of  theriver  and  along  tbe  creek,  dotted  with  real  hoosM, 
anil  well  fenced  and  planted. 

That  night  we  stopped  at  Hr.  Fee's  boarding-school.  Here  Is  achnrch,a  nioahoard- 
iriK-Khool,  aclassof  teachers  taught  nnder  Hiss  McBeth's  instmotionsl  a  saw  and 
^rist  mill  and  a  few  other  buildings  belonging  to  the  subagency. 

The  Kamiab  Indians  are  well  dressed  and  well  behaved.  Tberesalts  so  marked  are 
the  evident  fniits  of  the  teaching  referred  to,  the  good  management  of  tbe  ag-'nt,  and 
tbe  clean  separation  from  tbe  iimuonce  of  bad  white  men.  Here  tiiere  are  plenty  of 
spare  farms  still. 
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LOCATIOKS — THB   CLEASWATBR. 

The  next,  morDing,  Thnreday,  the  lOth,  accompanied  bj  the  ageDt,  the  IndiuuK^ 
the  leet  of  our  party  of  the  day  before,  we  r«crrnsed  the  Clearwater  and  VNit  op::- 
hilly  banks  (hills  often  properly  mountains)  for  16  or  18  miles,  ne  tonnd  i  connlft 
abundant  in  wood,  water,  and  graas,  with  plenty  of  land  susceptible  of  culIiTiit.t. 
some  of  it  already  fenced  in  patches.  Here  Looking  Qlass  encouraged  White  Biidt-< 
select  a  home  for  himself  and  hid  people.  We  left  the  Indians  and  nttuned  for  s  ^i 
.  eral  meeting  of  the  treaty  Indians  at  Kamiah.  The  agent  and  T  agreed  thattbcKtii 
ilized  Christian  Indians,  already  welt  started  in  practical  ci vilizatj on,  would  Fitr 
just  the  lever  of  influence  necessary  npon  the  wild  ones  now  to  come  in. 

Friday  and  part  of  Saturday  (May  11  and  1!!)  brought  us  back  to  the  fort  (Lapvi. 
the  Indians  rejoining  us  at  our  half-way  camp  the  evening  of  the  11th. 

We  fonnd  Captain  Trimble's  company,  Finit  Cavalry,  at  the  fort  on  oiirl«tant,vr' 
a  small  detachmeflt  at  Lewiaton.  Believing  that  the  Indians  had  fnUy  made  vfii'^ 
minds  to  comply  with  orders,  I  ordered  the  detachment  forward  to  Lapwai  for  n'^ 
venience  of  supply  and  to  strengthen  tho  show  of  force  ou  the  groDOd. 

SEWS  FROM  WAIXOWA. 

Snnday,  the  13th,  I  met  the  treaty  Indians  at  the  agency,  by  appointment,  ami  ^ir- 
ticipal«d  in  their  religions  service.  While  here  a  dispatch  dated  May  12  was  forairil'. 
to  me  from  Captain  Whipple,  showing  that  with  the  worst  roads  he  had  been  abk  > 
get  into  position  about  40  miles  from  Lewiaton,  where  the  trail  crosses  the  GtU't' 
Boude. 

Sergeant  Coffey  (T),  First  Cavalry,  with  a  citizen  for  guide,  had  swam  the  Gnii- 
Ronde  with  their  horses.  It  was  with  much  peril,  for  the  river  is  here  «ide,fDll,i-^ 
torrent-like,  witli  water  very  cold.  Joseph's  ont«iiIe  camp  being  near  this  ctm-Ii;, 
word  came  speedily  frem  his  Indians  of  the  presence  of  this  force,  so  that  be  taup 
Lieutenant  Wilkinson  immediately  for  protection  and  passes  against  it.  ThibLt- 
desircd  effect  was  evidently  gained. 

Monday,  the  Htb,  we  spent  among  the  Catholic  Indians,  aa  I  have  before  iudicii''. 

Tuesday,  the  15th,  all  parties  come  together  at  the  fort  for  final  odjostment.'  izf-'- 
Mouteith  and  myfieIC  e:(  plain  to  the  Indians  where  tlieir  several  bands  are  to  go.  W:- 
Bird's  to  vicinity  o(  Kamiah ;  Joseph's  and  Ha-sotiui'n  upon  the  Lapwai  and  the  ?»»■■ 
water;  and  Hush-hush-cnte's  on  the  Clearwater  itself,  above  the  agency  bBildini,"*.  1 
gave  to  White  Bird  a  paper  nf  date  May  15,  li^T7,  as  follows: 

"  White  Bird  to-iUy  baa  agrud  to  come  ou  tho  Nes  Percfis  reservation,  and  I  heli''' 
he  means  to  keep  bia  word,  and  do  right ;  du  the  t>est  he  can  for  himself  and  his  p"- 
ple.    Wherever  he  appears  with  proper  pass  from  the  agent  of  the  t  -•      - ' 

with  good  behavior  he  should  be  treated  with  kindness. 

"  Brigadier 

He  accepted  this  paper  with  the  approval  of  his  people  present,  with  thenniin- 
standing  that  he  shonld  have  thirty  daja  to  gather  in  hia  people  and  stock.  Wl'/ 
Bird  heard  the  petition  of  citizens  (herawithT  attached  and  marked  B  and  rrplnl 
anbstantially  that  when  tbe  white  men  aold  the  Indiana  whisky  and  drank  it  tJi'iL' 
selves,  they  both  acted  nith  folly.  He  had  advised  hia  people  ogainat  it,  bnt  nxr 
of  them  it  was  impoaaible  for  him  to  control,  and  he  might  not  be  able  to  mak;  thrz 
come  to  Kamiah.  He  was  told  that  he  must  call  on  Captain  Perry  for  help,  vt-c' 
he  hod  done  his  best. 

When  Joseph's  paper,  of  similar  import,  was  offered  him,  he  said  that  he  had  ■■ 
cided  to  go  abore  Kamiah,  on  the  Clearwater,  for  he  wished  to  be  with  his/riW' 
After  a  moment's  consultation,  the  agent  and  myself  said  yes.  Far  the  arran^nir: 
rel  ieved  us  of  any  arbitrary  decision  regarding  Finney's  and  Caldwell's  claim  loUn>^'' 
which  nonld  necessarily  be  absorbed  by  onr  Ent  arrangement.  j 

After  a  little  talking  by  Hush- bush -cute  that  indicated  to  ns  that  he  might  I*' 
little  slippery,  we  concluded  thatihe  went  shonld  hold  his  "paper,"  and  give  hiii. . ; 
little  more  time,  as  we  bad  not  visited  hia  gronnds.  We  agreed  upon  tturty-five  A'y 
with  perutiiuion  to  leave  a  few  men  with  a  pass  to  watch  the  growing  crops  (off  U 
reserve  below  Lewiaton)  and  to  send  enough  more  iu  time  to  harvest. 

Of  dnte  May  3,  tbe  Indian  agent  wrote  me  a  formal  request  for  ud  to  asBiat  hia" 
the  removal  of  Joseph's  and  other  roving  banda  of  Nez  Perc^  Indiana  to,  and  loci-' 
tbem  open,  tbe  proper  lands  within  the  boundaries  of  the  NeiPercfis  reservation,  by  it' 
nse  of  such  troops  as  I  might  deera  necesiiary. 

Having  now  aeciired  tbe  object  named,  by  perBiiasion,coDBtnint,uidaDchagrai)D' 
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encircling  of  tlie  lodiftos  b;  troop*  au  to  reDder  rMistance  evidoQtIj  futile,  I  thought 
my  own  instructions  fulfilled. 

The  execution  of  farther  details  I  leave  in  perfect  security  to  ttie  Indian  agent  and 
Captain  Peny,  whom  I  put  into  my  place  for  this  nork  h;  isHuinf;  Special  Field  Orders 
No.  ti  (copy  attached,  marked  C).  This  instructs  oo-operatiou  with  the  agent,  in  local - 
JDg  the  Indians  as  agreed  upou,  directs  Captain  JTrim hie  to  remain,  reporting  to  Cap- 
tain Peny  till  completion  of  details,  and  permits  the  use  of  the  Wallowa  force  in  case 
of  need.  It  further  provides  for  the  employment  of  an  interpreter,  who  wiU  be  needed 
every  day  for  the  present. 

COLUMBIA   mVBft  HEKROADRS. 

The  "Columbia  River  renegades"  have  not  shown  a  good  disposition,  Mr.  Pambran  ' 
wrote  of  dat«  May  4  (copy  attached  marked  D),  that  hottUilg  is  evidently  intended: 
that  as  soon  as  thejishtiiig  begins  in  the  H'allowa,  they  are  prepared  to  do  mischief  all 
.ilong  the  line  (meaning  the  Snake  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Colnmbia),  and  that  Imy< 
self  was  in  personal  danger  from  them. 

I  bad  letters  writt«n  to  the  agents  of  the  Umatilla  and  Yakima,  giving  information 
nf  the  favorable  results  with  the  non-treaty  Nez  Percys,  stating  to  Agent  Wilbar  par- 
ticularly that  the  present  was  a  good  time  to  bring  iu  all  the  reneradea,  and  that  I 
sbonld  leave  the  two  companies  of  infantry  at  WaUula  to  aid  liim  shonld  he  attempt 
to  secure  Ijomahallie,  An  indorsement  from  General  Sherman,  telegraphed  to  me  in 
substance  by  my  adjntant-general,  indicated  that  the  Indian  Department  were  to  dfr- 
lermine,  accordins  to  treatiee,  whether  or  not  the  Indians  were  to  be  put  on  teserva- 
tiODs,  and  the  Army  was  simply  to  aid  and  protect  after  the  decision  had  been  made. 

Upon  this  I  did  not  feel  Justified  in  pushing  operations  against  the  "  Colnmbia  Kiver 
renegades  "  until  the  Indian  Department  should  in  some  way  take  the  initiative. 
Therefore  I  made  the  suggestion  that  Agent  Wilbur  be  designated  to  act  toward  these 
Indians  as  Age»t  Monteith  bod  l>eea  instrncted  to  do  with  the  non-treaty  Nes  Percys. 

I  may  aav  that  it  will  merely  i^ieate  discontent  among  the  latter,  and  sooner  or  later 
endanger  the  peace  of  this  whole  regioo,  if  the  "  Columbia  River  renegades  "  are  snl- 
fered  to  roam  at  will.     Complaints  from  the  people  are  constant  against  them. 

The  principal  difficulty  ariace  from  the  grnwing  necessity  of  restraining  the  Indians' 
"  stock,"  to  prevent  the  injurv  of  the  breed  among  both  cattle  and  horses.  The  mo- 
ment white  people  deal  with  the  stock  according  to  local  law,  the  Indians  are  furiotu 
ahoat  it.  Another  cause  is  the  rapid  filling  up  of  the  country  by  emigrants  from  the 
East,  and  the  necessary  interruption  of  the  Indians'  meager  farms  along  the  streams. 
I  believe  if  the  uperations  now  inaugurated  in  keeping  with  the  report  of  the  late  In- 
dian Commission  sent  to  this  section,  be  continned  with  vigor  for  a  month  longer,  there 
will  be  no  further  trouble  of  any  importance,  ceftaiuly  none  till  some  ill-disposed  In- 
dian-hating, avaricious  setttem  begin  actual  encroachments  opou  the  government  res- 


Very  respectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

O.  0.  HOWARD, 
Srigadier-detteral  Comiitandiiig. 
Assistant  Ahji-tant-Geskrai., 

MHiiars  Dhviion  of  Ihc  I'acijir,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

UILITASY  AID  ASKED  BT  INDIAN  AOENT. 

To  reader  tbe  action  of  tlie  lodian  Department  coifaplete,  the  agent  at 
Lapwai,  who  bad  been  cbarged  witb  tbe  \roTk  of  removal  of  non-treaty 
ludiaDs  upon  the  reservation,  sent  me  the  following,  dated  May  3, 1S77 : 

Office  Indian  Aoest,  Xez  PERrfi«  I.stiians, 

injiirai,  Idaho,  3lay  3,  1877, 
Sir:  I  would  respectfully  request  that  yon  assist  me  in  the  removal  of  Joseph's  and 
other  rovioE  bands  of  Nez  Percys  Indians  to  and  locate  them  upon  proper  lands  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  Noz  Perc6t  reservation  by  the  use  of  such  troops  as  yon  may  deem 

:,  very  reaiKCUully,  &c., 

(  of  the  Columhi-t. 


>ndty  Google 


598         BEPOBT  OF  THE  8ECRBTABT  OF  WAS. 

After  my  retnrn  to  Portland  od  tbe  19tli  of  May  I  received  only  favor- 
able  accounts  of  the  coudact  of  the  several  tribes  of  non-treaty  Sez 
Peters. 

INDIAN  CHIKP  SKEKIAH. 

Oa  May  30,  Col.  E.  C.  WatkiDS,  inspector  of  Indian  affairs  for  tbe  De- 
partment of  the  Interior,  haviog  come  from  WashinKtoo  tA  represent 
that  department  in  tbe  adjustment  of  Indian  difficulties,  accompaoied 
me  to  Fort  Vaocoaver,  Wash.,  and  afler  an  intervieir  with  Skimiah,  the 
Columbia  Biver  head  chief,  in  confinement  at  that  post,  and  asoertaioiDg 
that  he  was  now  peaceably  disposed,  Colooel  Watkias  and  myself  agreed 
to  release  him  and  to  permit  him  to  accompany  ns,  ander  gaani,  to  Pon 
Simcoe  afi^^ncy.  A  number  of  renegade  Indians  joined  Sbimiab  as  we 
were  en  route  from  The  Dalles,  and  accompanied  us  to  Mr.  Wilbar,  the 
agent  at  the  post,  where  we  arrived  June  2. 

Tbe  morning  of  the  4th,  Colonel  Watkins,  Lieutenant  Wilkinson,  m.v 
aide-decamp,  and  myself  went  with  Mr.  Wilbur  to  the  honse  of  tbe  faeati 
chief,  where  a  number  of  Yakima  Indians  met  as. 

PEEPARATIONa  FOR  COUNOIL  AT  FORT  SDICOE. 

We  sent  off  several  messengers,  including  Joe  Stwyre,  tbe  bead  chief 
above  alluded  to.  Tbe  messengers  went  to  varions  points  on  tbe  Oolnm- 
bia  Biver  J  to  iSmohallie's  camp,  opposite  Wallola;  to  Moses's,  in  tbe 
vicinity  of  Priest  Bapids;  and  alao  to  Captain  Pollock,  Twenty-first 
Infantry,  enciimped  near  Wallula,  with  instructions  tor  him  to  bont  op 
and  send  Mr.  Pambrun,  the  interpreter,  to  Simooe.  The  messengers  weif 
to  request  tbu  principal  men  from  all  tbe  various  Columbia  Kiv^r  rene 
gades  to  come  at  once  to  Fort  Simcoe.  Mr.  Pambrun,  very  inSaentixl 
with  them,  was  requested  to  see  as  many  as  he  could  and  hasten  tbeit 
coming. 

The  morning  of  the  8th  sevetal  of  the  Indians,  with  Mr.  Pambrnn  tn 
act  as  interpreter,  appeared  at  tbe  agency,  and  before  nightfall  tbeiv 
were  gathered  there — 

CHIEFS  PRESENT  AT  COUNCIL: 

Smohallie,  Moses,  Ejkimiab,  Thomas  of  Snake  River,  One-Eyed  Jobo. 
Calwas,  and  Chief  Jatoiah,  with  quite  a  number  of  Indians  from  their 
several  tribes,  principally  males. 

COUNCIL  MEETING. 

The  interview  took  place  just  before  sunset.  Colonel  Watkins  toM 
them  that  the  government  directed  them  to  come  apon  the  reservatioD^ 
and  ttiat  I  would  enforce  that  command.  Agent  Wilbur  also  adilresseil 
them,  talking  principally  to  Smohallie,  whom  he  uow  saw  for  tbe  &ni 
time. 

They  were  all  invited  to  stay  over  Sunday  and  meet  in  another  coan- 
cil  on  Monday  morning,  after  they  had  had  time  to  discuss  matters  with 
each  other  and  investigate  the  wonderful  progress  made  by  tbe  Yakima 
Indians  since  they  bad  come  on  the  reservation,  calling  attention  to 
neat  farms,  scboolhonses,  wagons,  &c.  They  were  ioviteid  to  be  pres- 
ent at  tbe  religious  services  next  day,  and  the  luvitation  was  accepted: 
the  friendly  and  renegade  Indians  mingling  together  made  a  large  and 
interesting  nssemblnge.     The  friendly  Indians  daring  these  meetings, 


OENEK&L    OF   TUB   ABMY.  599 

addressed  their  wild  bretbreu,«nd  nrged  tliem  to  give  up  tlieir  "drum- 
ming" and  come  to  join  them  in  tbe  ranks  of  civilization. 

AtS  a.  m.,  Jane  11,  all  tbe  chiefs  previoasi;  named  were  present  nith 
tbeir  people  at  tbe  conncil. 

Moses,  a  leading  spirit  among  them,  and  indeed  a  fino-looking  Indian, 
first  spoke,  as  follows: 

MUSES'S  SPEECH. 

"My  Indians  are  scattered  over  a  large  country.  I  cannot  say  wbat 
tbe;  will  do.  Zam  rently  to  tread  on  any  reservation.  If  it  is  t)est  for 
me  to  go  on  some  reservation  other  than  this,  all  right.  Tbe  Indians 
above  tbe  Spokane,  several  tribes.  Lave  invited  me  to  become  tbeir 
cbief,  and  if  tbey  sbiill  have  a  reservation,  I  would  like  to  go  to  tbem." 

suohallie's  speech. 

Smoballie  said  :  "Yonr  law  is  my  law.  I  say  to  you  yes,  I  will  be 
oa  ft  reservation  by  September  1.  I  have  but  two  or  three  bnndred 
peojile." 

THOMAS'S  SPEECH, 

Thomas  said:  "I  have  aboat fifty  Indians  in  all.  I  will  go  to  the 
Umatilla  reservation  by  the  1st  of  September." 

The  remaining  chiefs,  Skimiab,  One- Eyed  John,  and  Cahvas,  have  each 
about  tbe  same  number  of  Indians  as  Thomas,  and  they  made  a  like 
agreement.  All  these  agreements  formally  assented  to  iu  writing  by 
by  the  contracting  chiefs. 

RESULT  OF  COtrNClL. 

By  tbis  short  interview  we  believe  we  have  secared  as  residents  on 
existing  reservations  at  least  dOO  discontented  Indian  men. 

JODENET  TO  FORT  LAPWAI. 

That  same  evening  we  journeyed  tbirty-flve  miles  through  the  valley 
of  the  Yakima,  and  the  next  day,  by  a  ride  of  t!0  miles,  reached  tbe  point 
where  the  Yakima  empties  into  the  Columbia  Kiver,  having  traversed 
tbe  entire  length  of  the  Indian  reservation.  That  same  night,  setting 
out  after  dark,  we  descended  the  Columbia  Kivcr,  as  far  as  VVallula,  in 
a  canoe  navigated  by  I'ambrun  and  two  of  ijmohallie's  Indians.  We 
arrived  Wednesday,  June  13,  2  a.  m.,  having  been  on  the  river  nearly 
the  whole  night,  and  encountering  no  little  danger  iu  passing  iu  tbe 
darkness  the  Homely  Itapids. 

At  Wallula  I  sent  forward  telegraphic  accounts  of  our  success  thus 
far,  and  then  proceeded  np  the  Columbia  and  tbe  Snake  to  Lewistou. 
Od  our  arrival,  at  7  a.  m,  of  tbe  14th,  we  were  met  at  the  landing  by 
Captains  Perry  and  Trimble  and  Lieutenant  Bomus,  and  also  by  Mr. 
Charles  Monteitb,  all  from  tbe  Lapwai  Creek.  In  tbe  afternoon  our 
party  proceeded  to  Fort  Lapwai. 

REPORTED  STATUS  OF  NON-TBEATIES. 

The  officers,  the  government  employes  at  tbe  agency,  and  the  friendly 
Indians  nil  expressed  the  behef  that  tbe  "  non-treaties  "  intended  to  com- 
ply with  the  promises  made  to  the  agent  and  myself  the  month  previons. 
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Tbey  were  reported  assembled  at  Camas  Prairie,  near  CottoDvood 
Creek,  whicli  is  in  the  viciDity  of  tlie  reservatiou.  Many  reservation 
Indians  were  said  to  be  with  tliem. 

A  sergeant,  with  two  men  and  a  half-breed  named  Joe  Baboscoe,  were 
Bent  to  interview  the  Indians  and  ascertain  if  they  were  coming  oo  the 
reservation. 

L.  P.  BROWM'S  FIRST   LETTER. 

TJiat  evening,  June  14,  Mr.  L.  P.  Brown's  first  letter,  dated  by  mis- 
take June  15,  came,  addressed  tu  "  Col.  Perry,  Fort  Lapwai,"  and  gave 
intimation  that  the  Indians  "  are  insolent,  and  have  but  little  to  say  to 
the  whites,"  and  that  *'  all  their  actions  indicate  trouble  from  them." 
Mr.  Brown  obtained  his  inTormation  from  a  Mr.  Overman, 

Mr.  Brown  says  at  this  time :  "  I  do  not  feel  any  alarm,  but  tbonght  it 
well  to  inform  yon  of  what  was  going  on  among  them." 

Ad  Indian  (Puton-ah-loo)  and  uu  Indian  boy  met  the  detacbment 
with  Interpreter  lioboscoe,  whom  we  bad  sent  oat,  somewhere  in  tbe 
monatains,  and  all  retarned  together  in  haste,  reaching  Fort  Lapwai 
between  11  o'clock  a.  m.  and  12  o'clock  noon. 

FIRST  RUMORS  OF   IQB  OUTBREAK. 

Pa-ton-ah-loo  was  mnch  excited,  bnt,  aa  nearly  as  I  could  make  OIl^ 
he  reported  that  foar  wbite  men  on  Slate  Greek,  about  30  miles  beyond 
MoQut  Idaho,  had  been  killed  by  a  few  Indiai^s ;  that  the  Indians  were 
going  to  Chapuiau's  ranch,  as  the  best  place  to  fight;  that  he  heard 
White  Bird  8»y  the  Indians  were  not  coming  on  the  reservation ;  bat 
that  they  were  in  camp,  pait  on  tbe  reservation,  aud  part  outside. 

ACTION  TAKEN. 

For  tlie  purpose  of  obeying  my  instructions  to  act  in  concert  with  the 
Indian  department,  I  took  the  messengers  at  once  to  the  ageucy,  tbrw 
miles  distant,  and  there  the  story  concerntug  Larry  Utt,  of  ijlate  Creek, 
having  killed  an  Indian,  and  that  these  murders  were  committed  in  re- 
venge therefor,  was  drawn  from  them  by  Interpreter  Whitman. 

It  appeared  probable,  just  then,  that  but  two  or  three  Indians  werr 
engaged  in  the  murder,  and  that  it  was  from  private  revenge ;  but  as 
everything  seemed  to  indicate  trouble,  we  thought  it  beat  to  send  tbe 
subchief  Joiiah  and  Joseph's  father-in. law  with  all  speed  to  the  nou- 
treaty  Indians  at  Chapmau's  ranch.  These  couriers  retiirued  in  greac 
baste  at  4:30  p.  m.,  having  with  them  Looking-Olass's  brother  and  a  lialf- 
brewl,  Mr,  West,  bringing  letters  from  Mr.  L.  P,  Brown,  at  Monut  Idaho, 
one  dated  at  7,  the  other  at  S  a.  w.,  of  the  I5th, 


These  letters  having  been  tbo  reliable  iaforuiation  on  which  mltitarr 
action  whs  immediately  taken,  I  will  introduce  tbem  at  length. 

MOUKT  Idaho,  Friday,  Jant  15,  1H7T— 7  a.  ». 

COMMANLiINO  OffIckIi,  Fori  Lap'rai  : 

Lnst  nif^ht  we  atartod  a  mpaxeiiger  to  you,  vha  rcocbed  Cottonwood  Hoose,  where  he 
was  woHiiiled  and  driven  back  by  Iha  Indians.  The  ]>eaple  of  Cottonwood  uniknoi't 
to  coaie  buro  ilaring  the  night ;  were  intercepted ;  alt  wounded  oi  killed.  Puties  this 
morning  foand  eoine  of  them  on  the  prairie. 
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Tbe  won  tided  will  be  here  shortly ,  when  we  n  ill  get  fnll  pftrticulatB ;  the  whites 
«ngiif!ed  (about  40  of  them]  in  getting  in  the  wonnded.  One  thing  is  certain,  we  are 
in  the  midat  of  an  Indian  war.  Every  family  is  here,  and  we  will  nave  taken  all  the 
precaution  we  ean,  bnt  are  poorly  armed.  We  want  arms  and  ammunition  and  help  at 
once ;  don't  delay  a  moment.  We  have  a  report  that  seven  whites  were  killed  vester- 
day  OQ  the  Salmon  Rlveri  No  later  word  from  there ;  fear  that  the  people  are  all  killed, 
Jts  a  party  of  Indians  were  seen  Homing  that  way  last  night. 

Send  word  to  lieviiatan,  and  hasten  up. 
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L.  P.  BKOWN. 

Comnaadinq  Offcfr,  Fort  Lapirai : 


Mount  Idaho,  June  la,  1377 — 6  a.  a 


r,  West,  half-breed.  Since  that  was  written  the 
orlally  ;  Hrs.  Norton,  with  both  legs  broken ;  Moore, 
shot  throngh  the  hip;  Norton,  killed  and  left  in  the  road  six  miles  from  here.  Teams 
attacked  on  the  road  and  abandoned.  The  Indians  liave  poasesaion  of  the  prairie  and 
threaten  Monnt  Idaho ;  all  the  people  are  here  and  will  do  the  best  we  can  ;  lose  no 
time  in  getting  np  with  a  force.  Stop  the  stage  and  all  throngh  traveling.  Give  us  relief, 
and  anus,  and  ammunition.  Chapman  has  got  this  Indian  to  go,  hoping  he  may  get 
throngh.    I  fear  the  people  on  Salmon  River  have  all  been  hilled,  as  a  party  was  seen 

foing  that  way  last  niglit.    We  had  a  report  last  night  that  seven  whites  had  been 
illM  on  Salmon.    Notify  the  people  of  Lewiston.    "  Hurry  up";  hurry;  rely  Id  thia 
Indian's  statements;  I  have  known  him  for  a  long  time;  he  is  with  ns. 

L.  P.  BROWN. 
OFFiniAL  ACTION  TAKEN. 

After  careful- inqairy  concerning  all  the  circumstances  as  given  by  tbe 
letters  from  Mr.  West  and  Looking  Glass's  brother,  I  felt  convinced  that 
every  band  of  non-treaty  Nez  Percys  was  involved  in  this  mischief,  and 
therefore  direoted  Oaptain  Ferry  to  get  ready  and  move  as  quickly  as 
lie  could  to  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  Mount  Idaho  and  vicinity,  and 
also  sent  my  aid-decamp,  Lientenant  Witkinson,  to  Walla  M'alla  with 
all  speed  with  dispatches,  by  means  of  which  concentration  of  troops  at 
Lewistou  and  Lapwai  and  BqIsc  City  was  effected.  This  was  done  with 
as  mnch  speed  as  the  telegraph  aud  steam  could  make,  hampered  by 
occaaionat  transportation  by  means  of  pack  animals  aud  wagons. 

To  complete  this  report  and  make  a  connected  history  of  events  it  will 
be  oeceHsary  to  introduce  here  my  field  report  made  at  Heury  Lake, 
Montana  Ter.,  dated  August  27,  1877. 

HEADCIUARTKIIS   DKPARTMRKT  of   Till-:   COLCMUIA, 

7m  thefielit.  Camp  I^bili'm,  lienrj/  Lake,  Idaho,  Augutt  "27,  Ie77, 

Colonel  :  For  the  information  of  Oenrral  McUowell,  and  to  enable  him  to  mention 
our  operatioiia  in  his  annual  report.  I  will  furnish  sucli  brief  account  as  I  can  during 
an  active  cUimpaign.  I  would  like  the  privilege  of  making  a  full  and  connected  anp- 
plementarj  report  embracing  operations  of  other  of  my  troops  than  those  in  this 
column  after  my  return  to  my  department.  Von  already  know  the  steps  that  were 
taken  ae  reqnired  by  orders  to  put  renegade  Nci  I'ereds  nod  other  wandering  bands  of 
Indians  upon  their  proper  rcwrvationtj. 

My  efforts  in  conjunction  with  Col,  E.  C.  Watkins,  the  inspector  of  the  Interior  De- 
pSirtment,  and  the  Indian  agents  concerned  were  apparently  completely  successful  on 
Jane  14tb,  the  date  of  my  arrival  at  Lapwai. 

The  Indians  belonging  to  JoEseph,  from  Wallowa ;  to  White  Bird,  from  Salmon  River; 
and  to  Looking  Glass,  from  the  Clearwater,  were  then  aswmblod  near  Cottonwood 
Creek,  on  the  borders  of  tbe  Lapwdi  Reserve.  As  they  seemed  to  hesitate  at  the  last 
ntomeut  to  fulfill  the  promises  raade  to  me  thirty  days  before,  I  directed  Capt.  David 
Perry,  First  Cavalry,  to  send  saialt  detachment  of  men  thither  to  observe  and  bring 
back  report ;  detachment  to  start  early  the  loth.  Meanwhile,  Just  at  dark,  a  citizen, 
Mr.  L.  P.  Brown,  gets  a  letter  to  me  from  Uount  Idaho,  expressing  suspicions  of  Indians 
keeping  faith . 

Friday,  June  15.  The  detachment  having  proceeded  part  of  the  way,  retnma  at  13 
m.,  witU  two  Indians,  much  excited.    TLey  report  four  citizens  oo  Joiju  Day's  Creek 
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kiUed.  Mnnlerera,  thrceor  four  in  tiiimb«t,liadniBh«d  into  lodiuw'  etunp,  and  talked 
excltedlf.  White  Bird  monnted  bia  hoise,  roda  uoand  and  avowed  that  the  Indiana 
wonld  not  (;o  on  the  reserTation.  I  then  ^  M  ouce  with  the  Teportinf;  Indiana  lo 
Colonel  WatkiDH,  and  Indian  Agent  Monteitb,  al  Nez  Fen^  agetioy.  After  examina- 
tion, it  ieunia  to  have  been  a  private  qnarrel,  sccordiug  to  Indian  story.  Colonel  Wal- 
kine  neiids  the  head  chief  and  Joeepb's  father-in-lan  iiuDtedialel;  toward  Indian  camp. 
At  4.30  p.  m.,  tlieee  Indians,  with  &Ir.  West  uud  Irfxiking  Gluaa's  brother,  returned  with 
letter*  from  Monnt  Idaho,  one  letter  dated  T,  the  other  8  a.  m.  the  same  morning. 
Theae  letters  ^i^e  detaileil  accounts  ol  loBSMlcreB  already  bejEnn.  Captains  Perry'i 
(F)  and  Trimble's  (H)  eoniponies  of  the  First  Cavalry,  that  were  by  my  direction  already 
beinK  prepared  from  first  report  of  outbreak — these  l)eing  the  only  cavalry  within 
reach  for  the  emerfcency — were  dispatched  without  delay  lo  the  Rcenes  of  disturbance. 
They  numbered  911  men.  As  CHjilain  Perry  had  no  ofUcer  with  his  company,  nnleas 
he  took  the  post  qiiartermtwter,  Lienteoant  Bomns,  Lieutenant  Tbeller,  Tweuty-fiist 
Infantry,  was  detailed  to  his  command.  The  troops  marched  all  nigiht,  found  the  In- 
dians (tone  from  Cottonwood,  so  proceedwl  on  to  Rrangeviile,  and  thence,  after  an 
hour's  rest,  through  the  neit  night  to  the  head  of  Whito  Bird  Canon.  Having  made 
a  forced  march  of  upwards  of  71)  inttes,  with  the  loaa  of  two  nights'  sleep,  they  came  in 
sight  of  the  Indian  camp,  a  few  miles  below  in  the  canon. 

Asaistcd  by  eleven  votiinteers  from  Mount  Idaho,  Captain  Perry  proceeds  at  once  to 
ossanlt  the  Indians,  that  everyliaily  expects  are  hastening  with  alt  speed  tn  ctosk  the 
Salmon.  Uneipectedly  thenWult  is  nut  sucrossfnl.  The  Indians  turn  the  left  Hank 
of  the  command,  and  with  more  than  tlouble  Purr>''s  numbers  force  him  to  retire  from 
his  position  and  to  return  fighting  all  the  way  to  Grangeville.  His  louses  are  33  en- 
listed men  and  one  commissioned  otUcer,  Lieutenant  Theller,  killeil.  This  battle  oc- 
curred, OB  I  have  indicated,  the  ITth  of  .tune.  I  refer  to  Captain  Perry's  report  for  a 
detaile^t  account  of  tlie  engagement.  More  than  twenty  people  on  Camas  Prairie, 
White  Bird  Creek,  and  vicinity  had  been  reported  as  murdered,  accompanied  in  aev- 
eral  cases  with  horrible  outrage,  so  that  the  terror  and  excitement  in  the  whole  com- 
□mnity  were  extreme.  This  precipitated  the  encounter,  and  I  have  only  high  com- 
mendation for  the  conduct  of  CaplAin  Perry  and  his  officers  for  an  effort  that  deserved 
better  results.    He  remained  with  his  remnant  at  Grangeville  till  re-enforced  a: 


supplied.  Meantime  at  5  p.  m.,  June  Vi,  1  start  my  aide-de-camp,  Lieutenant  M.  C. 
Wiluinson,  to  telegraph  orders  from  Walla  Walla,  W.  T.,  and  to  send  dispatches  to 
Wallowa  by  mewenger,  so  as  to  concentrate  at  Lewiston  a  sufficient  force  to  make  the 
effort  suco'Hsful  lieyund  doubt  against  the  treacherous  bands  now  combined. 

Friday,  June  2'id,  having  o^viembled  at  Lapwai,  Whipple's  (L)  and  Winters's  (C) 
companies  o(  cnvalry,  that  had  marched  over  .iOO  mites  in  0  days.  Pollock's  (D),  Kl- 
tonhead'B(I),  Miles's  (E),  Jooelyn's  (B),  Ilaughey's  (H)  companies  of  Twenty-lirst  In- 
fantry, anil  Miller's  Company  K,  of  Fourth  Artillery,  armed  aa  infantry,  making  an 
elFective  force  for  the  field  of  2-27  men,  I  deemed  it  best  to  take  the  field  at  once  in 
person,  so  as  to  operate  carefnlly  till  the  remainder  of  my  troops  could  be  concentrated 
and  brought  up. 

From  the  direction  the  Indians  were  taking,  and  from  information,  I  sairtbeneoe«- 
eity  of  interposing  some  force  at  once  between  the  renegade  Nez  PerciSs  and  the  Weiaet 
Indians.  This  wiui  to  he  done  by  organising  a  force  at  Boise  City  under  Major  Green. 
First  Cavalry,  and  moving  it  to  Weiser  River.  He  was  to  draw  bis  forces  from  Boisi* 
and  Harney,  and  looked  to  General  McDowell  for  re-enforcement  from  Ibe  military  di- 
vision. Bendire's  company,  First  Cavalry,  was  seat  direct  from  Harney  to  the  Weiser 
country,  and  was  in  position  on  the  29th  of  June  in  season  to  effect  theobject  desii«d. 
The  other  troops,  of  which  I  shall  hereafter  speak,  three  companies  of  cavalry  and 
three  of  infantry,  were  more  slowly  brought  together  from  great  distances,  so  that 
Green  did  not  commence  his  northward  march  from  Boise  until  the  lOth  of  Jnly.  Mc 
immediate  command  arrives  at  Norton's  ranch,  4:t  miles,  the  23d  of  Jnoe.  Tho  24th  I 
send  Trimble's  small  company  to  re-euforce  a  few  citiieu  families  that  were  protecting 
themselves  on  Slate  Creek  by  a  temporary  barricade.  I  hoped  that  this  post  at  81»te 
Creek  would  check  the  Indians  in  that  direction,  serve  to  occupy  their  attention,  pre- 
venting further  outrages  there  and  beyoud,  while  I  was  moving  on  them  more  directly. 

The  ti-'>[h  I  moved  my  command  by  two  routfs  to  Johnson's  ranch,  some  4  miles  from 
the  head  of  White  Bird  Caflon.  The  26tb  with  my  whole  force  I  mode  a  reconnais- 
sance into  the  cafion  and  beyoud  Captain  Perry's  battle-field. 

Captain  Page,  with  some  twenty  volunteers  from  Walla  Walla  that  had  joined  me 
at  Lapwai,  moved  along  the  crest  of  the  mountain- ridge  on  the  right  ol  White  Bird 
CaTioD,  till  be  came  in  sight  of  the  couutry  beyond  the  Salmon.  He  discovered  and 
reported  the  enemy  in  force.  After  burying  the  dead  found  on  the  battle-field 
(I'erry's)  and  in  the  ravines  leading  to  the  rear,  we  returned  to  camp. 

June  ^th  and  ;!r^th  marched  to  tTie  crossing  of  the  Salmon,  about  a  mile  and  a  Iialf 
above  the  mouth  of  White  Bird.  The  second  force,  Throckmorton's  (M>,  Rodney's  (D), 
Bancroft's  (A),  and  Morris's  (G),  companiesof  Fourth  Artillery,  and  Burton's  (C).  com- 
pany Twenty'iirst  Infantry,  collected  at  Lapwai,  here  joined  the  advance,  making  in 
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all  an  effectiva  force  of  400  men.  In  the  afternoon  Indiana  charged  to  the  river,  a 
hrisk  Bkiimiah  enaned,  after  vhioli  thoy  left  the  valley  for  the  heights  beyond. 

The  asth  Lientenant  Miller,  Fint  Cavalry,  la  sent  with  trains  to  Lapwai  tor'nip- 
pliea,  and  is  escorted  by  Captain  Perry's  company  and  Page's  Tolant«ers  returning 
name.  The  Salmon  Biver  is  at  this  time  high  and  the  onrrent  very  swift,  so  that  it 
takes  all  day  of  Jnly  Ist  to  cross  the  command.  Captain  Trimble  gets  over  opposite 
his  position  on  Slate  Creek.  The  evening  of  the  29th  positive  information  is  obtained 
that  Looking  Glass,  who,  with  his  people,  had  stood  aloof  from  the  hontllos,  had  been 
famishing  re-enforcements  to  them  of  at  least  twenty  warriots,  anil  that  he  proposed 
to  Join  them  in  person,  with  al!  of  hla  people,  the  first  favorable  opportunity. 

His  gronnds  for  cnltivation  lay  near  the  month  of  the  south  fork  of  the  Clearwater, 
snppooed  to  be  abont  40  miles  from  onr  present  position.  With  a  view  of  preventing 
the  completion  of  this  treachery,  I  sent  Captain  Whipple,  commanding  his  own  and 
Winter's  companies,  and  the  Catling  gnns,  with  instructions  to  make  a  forced  marob, 
surprise  and  capture  this  chief  and  authat  belonged  to  him. 

Captain  Whipple  made  the  march,  finding  it  at  least  10  miles  longer  than  anticipated, 
and  did  not  make  hie  attack  until  next  morning.  With  a  short  parley  and  a  brisk 
skirmish  the  Indians  escaped.  Between  six  and  seven  hondred  ponies  nere  captured 
and  the  Indian  lodges  destroyed.  The  loss  of  the  ponieeaod  the  attack  unfortunately 
had  the  effect  to  give  prompt  re-en foroement  to  those  who  were  fighting,  and  caused  me 
some  disappointment. 

Whipple'scommand  the  evening  of  the  iHt  of  July  reached  Grangeville,  where  he  re- 
ceived an  order  from  me  to  march  to  Norton's  ranch,  on  the  Cottonwood,  where  Cap- 
tain Perry's  company,  returning  with  supplies,  was  to  join  him  the  3(1. 

The  object  of  this  movement  was  to  meet  the  enemy  and  hold  hioi  in  check  should 
he  pnyw  here  attempt  to  recross  the  Salmon  and  turn  upon  my  coram  a  iil  cations,  which 
he  would  probably  do  as  soon  as  1  crossed  and  pnrsneil  him,  since  the  report  of  liendire'e 
position  kept  him  from  going  south,  while  my  troops  and  llioee  at  Slate  Creek  hindered 
a  retom  on  the  front  and  left. 

The  2d  of  July  we  ascended  the  monntein  after  forming  jnnction  with  Captain  Trim- 
ble's command,  now  consisting  of  his  own  company  and  AIcConville'Ei  twenty  volnn- 
teeis.  Anothersmallcompany  of  monnted  volnnt«ers, under  Captain  Hiinter,had  joined 
me  from  the  vicinity  of  Dayton,  W.  T.    The  a         '  ■         ■  ■■    .  --  -  -i.__._ 

steep  and  difficult,  and  rendering  a  march  of  ni 
times  as  mnch  on  an  onlinary  road. 
A  heavy  rain  followed  by  thick  clouds  so  in 
«  killed  by  rolling;  down  the  m 
ting  the  ascent.    Several  cuchi 

latroyed.    Abundant  Indian  t  .  ,  .  ,,       . 

,  toward  onr  right.  The  first  destination,  whether  by  Canoe  Encampment  to  Snake 
country  or  to  one  of  the  lower  crossings  of  the  Salmon,  is  yet  uncertain.  Besides  Snish- 
ing  the  march  the  3d  of  July,  a  reconnaissance  is  made  by  Lientenant  Fieteher,  my 
aide-de-camp,  for  lU  miles. 

The  4th  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  Rocky  CaBon.  Here  news  iabronght  me  that  the 
enemy,  probably  part  of  his  force  joining  Looking  Glass,  had  recrossed  the  Salmon  and 
turned  back,  crossing  my  commnuicaticm  beyond  Norton's  ;  that  Captain  Whipple 
had  sent  out  Lientenant  Rains  and  tou  men  in  advance  of  his  own  reconuaissaooe  on 
the  3d;  that  Rains,  nitli  the  ten  brave  men,  had  lieen  ambushed  and  all  killed;  that 
there  was  also  fighting  on  this  il»v  when  the  conrisrs  left, 

I  sent  Hunter's  and  McCoDville  s  volnnteere  immediately  by  the  way  of  Rocky  Canon 
to  re-enforce  Whipple's  (now  Perry's)  commanil,  the  latter  baving  reached  Cottonwood 
one  day  later  than  expected. 

Captain  Whipple  had  made  a  prompt  and  gallant  movement  toward  Lapnal,  suc- 
ceeding in  bringing  in  the  soppties  with  Perry^s  escort  in  safety,  though  surrounded  by 
3(M  Indians.  It  was  the  nest  day  after  the  arrival  of  Captain  Perry  that  17  citizens 
(volunteers),  having  started  of  their  own  accord  from  Mount  Idaho  to  re-enforce  the 
cavalry,  were  attacked  by  the  Indians  m  route,  losing  their  captain  and  several  men 
-  killed  and  wonnded,  not  far  from  Norton's.  Complaint  has  been  made  that  our  troops 
were  slow  in  going  to  their  rescue.  Captain  Perry,  whose  gallantry  at  the  White  Bird 
battle  is  undcnied,hnB  demanded  a  court  of  inquiry.  I  shall  receive  the  official  reports 
and  the  investigation  of  the  conrt,  and  will  forward  them  as  the  best  record  and  judg- 
ment. I  may  say,  however,  that  reasonable  caution  under  the  eircumstances,  in  the 
presence  of  a  snperior  force  of  the  enemy,  was  to  be  expected. 

The  reason  1  did  not  cross  my  whole  force  immediately  at  Rocky  Csilon  was  that  I 
believed  from  the  reports  that  the  enemy  whs  making  only  a  raid,  and  that  his  main 
cump.with  women,  cbildn-n,  and  plunder,  wan  yet  on  or  near  the  Snake  River.  There- 
fore I  deemed  it  best,  with  my  footmen  and  Trimble's  company,  to  patsue  bia  main 
trail. 

The  Sth  of  July  brought  ns  to  Craig'e  Ferry,  where  it  became  evident  that  all  the 
Indians  had  passed  back  and  taken  the  trail  toward  the  Cottonwood,  10  miles  distant. 
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'At  flrat  I  hoped  by  a  prompt  OTOwinK  to  Jain  Perry  and  throw-  mf  irhols  lata  np>     , 
'  the  etiem^  Wore  he  conld  re&ch  tbe  CtevwsMr  or  put  my  front  to  WiUovi,  il  nri 
were  bis  lotention;  but  having  no  boat*,  a  raft  had  been  cOQBtmcted  from  tb«  tiDls     ; 
of  a  cabin  near  the  feny.  ' 

Onr  first  attempt  the  iDomioj;  of  tbe  fith  to  rtom  tbe  river  (here  a  perfect  lormi 
loet  QB  oor  raft,  which  tambled  down  the  rapids  at  a  swift  rate,  with  all  on  baud,  U 
three  or  foar  milea- 

Aboat  thii  time  bylndiao  conriert  I  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  already  ptari 
from  the  Cottonwood  to  the  Clearwater,  so  that  my  shortest  line  was  to  tnm  Wk  rj 
White  Bird  CatioD.  That  eveuiog  we  again  ascended  the  moaatain,  making  aii  • 
miles  b J  dark. 

The  eveiiiug  of  tbe  Bth  my  bead  of  colamn  had  reached  OraDKeville.  Here  HcCin- 
Tille,  who  after  a  visit  to  Norton'R  had  escorted  tbe  woanded  Tolnnteers  to  iina 
Idaho,  reorganized  b^  faraiinf;  Si  battalion  consisting  of  his  own,  HoDter'i,  sad  tb' 
MoQQt  Iduho  compaoies.  He  liad  proposed  to  me  in  writing  to  malie  a  teeoBDuauDa 
in  force  toward  Kamiab,  and  now  made  report. 

He  said ;  "  We  occopy  a  strons  position  six  (6)  miles  from  Kamiah,  on  a  bill,  vim*  I 
we  can  see  the  enemy  near  tbe  Clearwat«r,  three  or  four  miles  farther  from  KuniaL 

I  resolved  upon  this  ioformatton  to  take  Whipple's  roote  to  Xjooking  Glut'i  cud; 
via  Jackson's  Bridce,  with  the  hope  of  taking  tbe  enemy  in  reveme. 

Abont  twenty  volanteeiB  were  sent  directly  to  McConville,  and  he  waanrged  tahoU 
steadily  where  he  was  nntil  1  conld  get  into  poaition.  Tliis  he  did  until  the  UthJo);. 
when  ttie  vohiuteera  left  their  position  and  went  to  Monnt  Idaho. 

Tbe  0th  of  July  (the  cavalry  from  Norton's  having  joined  ae  the  evenine  befon',  1 
proceeded  fonr  (4)  miles  beyond  Jackson's  Bridge,  and  here  waited  one  day  for  ib> 
infantry  and  artillery,  a  portion  of  which  waa  still  en  roHte  from  tbe  Balmoo.  Setmi 
companies  of  Miller's  and  Miles'a  battalions  made  a  march,  from  the  evening  of  thsM^ 
to  the  evening  of  the  10th,  of  33  miles,  without  bait,  Iwiog  assisted  in  part  by  *  fe* 
wagons,  and  rejoined  me. 

Tbe  next  day,  the  lltb,  we  marched  from  tbis  oamp  at  7  a.  m.,  following  the  rid^ 
between  tbe  forks  of  the  Clearwater. 

Abont  12  o'clock  my  aide-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Fletcher,  discovers  the  enemy  in  i 
deep  ravine  near  mouth  of  Cottonwood  Creek. 

Mnmbers  of  horses  and  a  few  Indians  are  seen.  I  sent  Captain  Trimble'sconi|iu;. 
accompanied  by  an  aide-de-cam]i,  to  watch  toward  the  front  and  right,  while  1  nw  l^ 
the  blaffat  the  left,  and  saw  plainly  tbe  bostiles,  who.  Judging  from  their  moUeoSilia]  I 
just  discovered  our  approach. 

By  one  o'clock  a  howitzer,  manenvered  by  Lieutenant  Otis,  Ponrtb  Artilleiy.  sod 
two  Oatling  f^uns  were  firing  toward  the  masses  of  Indians  below.  They  wercranailif 
their  liaises  up  tbe  South  Fork  on  both  lianks  near  the  river,  and  driving  Ibeir  aari  ^ 
as  fast  as  posnible  beyond  onr  range.  .  In  ten  minutes  it  was  impossible  to  leuh  Ib«c  ' 
longer,  owin>;  to  tbe  craggy  mountain  shores  back  of  and  close  by  the  river  boidrr.  I 
My  guide,  Mr.  Chapman,  assnres  me  that  they  can  escape  only  by  a  caSon  on  my  lel^ 
whiob  makes  a  small  angle  with  tbe  river  and  leads  toward  my  rear.  ' 

Tbe  next  bluff  in  that  direction  was  beyond  a  deep  and  rocky  transverse  raviot  pft- 
peudicular  to  this  caflon.  I  instantly  oilier  my  howitzer  batt«ry  and  GatUng  etub. 
supported  by  Wiators's  cavalry,  to  go  thither  with  all  speed. 

Axonnd  tbe  head  of  the  ravine  our  distance  was  over  a  mile,  tbe  enemy  hsviiiK  \t^ 
than  a  third  to  fro,  so  we  found  him  dismonnt«<l  and  in  position  already  on  out  i)* 
firoach,  beyond  the  second  bluff,  while  some  thirty  or  forty  mounted  ludiaiis  galtop"! 
jnst  beyond  raiigu  to  compass  my  loft.  For  a  few  minutes  I  feared  the  remit  of  lli:< 
attempt,  when  just  in  time,  Hl^or  Mason,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  department  iuapMliX- 
general,  appeared  close  by  with  Burton's  company  of  infantry,  having  antidpitrj 
my  order  (at  every  juncture  Mnjor  Mason  thus  has  suppleinentcd  my  efforts).  Thi* 
company  deploying  to  the  right  enabled  Wintom  to  take  care  of  his  left.  Firiog  nn* 
became  very  brisk.  My  line  was  extended  to  the  left  by  the  cavalry  and  to  the  ticlii 
by  the  infantry  and  artiUury  battalions,  gratloally  refusing  my  flanks  until  th*  *hi'> 
was  envelojied.  Four  hundred  men  held  a  line  of  two  miles  and  a  half  in  eiWnt.  Mi 
main  pack-train  had  passed  by  tbta  {loBitiun.  A  smalt  train  with  a  few  suppliM  *>> 
on  the  road  nearer  ns. 

Tbe  Indian  fiaukers  by  their  rapid  movement  stmck  tbe  rear  of  the  small  tnJ<. 
killed  two  of  the  packeis  and  disabled  a  couple  of  mules  loaded  with  howitzer  tDnDn- 
nition.  The  prompt  tir«  from  Perry's  and  Whipple's  cavalry  saved  the  ammntiitiu^ 
from  capture.  I  had  previously  sentan  orderly  to  conduct  the  trains  vitbiamy  line: 
the  fierce  onset  of  tbe  Indians  reoniring  greater  haste.  Jjienteaant  Wilkinson,  ■iile-d>- 
camp,  being  sent,  brought  in  the  trains  under  cover  of  Itodney'a  (artillery}  uJ 
Trimble's  (cavalry)  companies. 

The  enuuiy  manifests  extraordinary  boldnsss,  planting  sharp-shooters  at  atailtHi 
points,  making  ohnrgos  on  foot  and  on  horseback  with  all  manner  of  savage  draHiD- 
strations.    These  attempts  are  successfully  resisted  at  every  part  of  the  line.    Al  ^^' 
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6111-  aiplrited  conntor-chargeis  made  od  the  riKbt,down  into  a  ravine,  tiy  Compaiiies 
(HkDghey's),  D  (Pollock's),  E  (MilM's),  and  B  (Jocelyu'n),  Twen^-Srst  lo&ntry, 
A  and  part  of  E,  Fourth  Artillery,  participating.  Captain  Milea  commanding  the 
infantry  battalion,  BupporC«d  by  Captain  Miller's  artille^  battalion,  led  in  tbis  charge. 
Captain  Bancroft,  Foarth  ArtiSery,  and  Lieutenant  Wifliama,  Twenty-first  Infantry, 
were  woanded  about  this  time.  A  number  of  Indians  were  killed  and  several  woonded 
in  this  charfce,  and  the  raTioe  cleared. 

Captain  Miller  a  little  later  led  a  second  charge  near  the  center,  Burton,  Haughey, 
Eltonh^d.and  Wintere  witll  their  companies  participating.  Lieu tenaut  Wilkinson, 
aide-de-camp,  by  my  direction,  meanwhile,  ted  a  demonstration  on  the  rigbt,  using 
artillery  and  infantry  and  every  available  man  from  the  cavalry,  horse- holders,  order- 
lies, nitni-dnty  men,  and  train.  Lieutenant  Fletcher,  acling  aid-de-camp,  also  using 
H  howitzer  at  this  and  at  several  other  ttmee  during  the  battle,  did  effective  service  by 
lodeing  shells  wilbia  the  enemy's  barricade. 

Miller's  charge  gained  the  ridge  in  front  and  secured  the  dispnt«d  ravine  near  Wln- 
tora'B  left.  Further  spasmodic  charges  on  the  left  by  the  enemy  were  repelled  by 
Perry's  and  Whipple's  cavalry,  dismounted,  and  Morris's  artillery.  Company  O,  Yet  a  » 
few  Indian  ^arp-shooters  managed  tosoannoy  every  man  who  approached  the  spring, 
onr  water-supply,  that  in  spite  of  our  successful  charces  matters  were  not  very  bright 
at  dark.  During  the  night  stone  barricades  and  riUe-pits  were  nonstructrd  liy  our- 
e«lve4  and  the  enemy.  At  daylight  the  I'itb,  every  available  man  was  on  the  line.  I 
directed  that  food  shonld  be  cooked  and  coffee  maile  at  the  center  and  carried  to  the 
front,  but  we  hod  tirst  to  get  complete  poesession  of  our  spring,  as  sufficient  water  wae 
not  secured  in  the  night.  This  was  eiccut«d  by  Captains  Miller  and  Perry,  nsing 
Lieutenant  Otis's  battery,  snpported  by  Itodney's  company.  The  sharp-shout  era  were 
driven  from  their  hiding  places  and  the  spring  secured  against  recapture.  As  soon  as 
every  man  had  been  provided  with  food,  I  directed  that  the  artillery  battalion  be 
withdrawn  entirely  from  the  lines,  thin  though  tbey  were  already,  and  that  the  lines 
be  belli  by  the  infantry  and  cavalry  battalions.  It  may  be  remembered  that  tlie  num- 
ber of  the  Indian  warriors  and  the  number  of  men  that  I  could  put  on  the  line  were 
al>out  equal,  owing  to  the  fact  that  with  us  a  large  number  are  necessarily  absorbed 
in  holding  the  horses  and  in  performing  extra  duty. 

Captain  Miller  with<lrew  his  battalion  at  abont  '2.30  p.  m.  (the  time  I  had  selected), 
aad  was  preparing  to  execute  this  movement,  vie,  to  pnsb  cint  by  the  left  Hank,  pierc- 
ing the  enemy's  line  just  left  of  the  center,  cross  his  bnrricaded  ravine,  then  face  snil- 
denly  to  the  right  and  charge,  striking  the  Indian  [>osition  in  reverse,  assisting  himself 
by  a  howitzer. 

Aa  he  was  abont  to  move,  a  dust  appeared 'in  the  distance  beyond  the  Indians'  posi- 
tion. Onr  glasses  reveale<l  it  an  un  expected  snpply-traln,  escorted  by  Captain  Jack- 
son's company,  B,  of  the  First  Cavalry.  Immediately  the  artillery  battalion  is  sent  to 
meet  the  new-comeis.  With  a  little  skirmishing  and  delay  of  an  honr,  the  train  was 
brought  in  in  safety. 

Mt^or  Keeler,  of  General  McDowell's  staff,  accompanies  the  eecort  and  brings 
nil  cheering  words  from  bis  general.  His  subsequent  generoDs  aid  will  not  be  for- 
Kotton. 

Then  at  once  Captain  Miller,  instead  of  returning  to  our  position  with  the  train,  is 
marching  slowly  in  column  by  the  right  Hank  toward  us ;  when  just  at  the  right  point 
be  faces  quickly'to  the  left,  moves  steadily  for  nearly  a  mile  across  our  front,  and 
charges  the  enemy's  position.  The  usual  attempt  to  double  his  left  is  made  by  the 
Indians,  when  a  reserved  company  (Rodney's)  iu  Miller's  rear  deploys  and  flanks  the 
flankers.  For  a  few  minutes  there  is  stubborn  resistance  at  the  enemy's  barricades- 
Then  the  whole  line  gives  way.  Immediately  the  puranit  is  taken  up  by  the  infantry 
and  artillery  and  Winters's  cavalry  company,  dismounted,  and  the  remaining  cavalry 
as  soon  as  they  can  saddle  and  mount.  Captain  Jackson's  company,  just  arrived,  fol- 
lowed the  Gatliug  gun  in  support  at  a  trot  as  far  as  the  blnff  overlooking  the  river. 
The  howitzers  are  Drought  to  the  same  point  with  Trimble's  company,  and  shot  and 
sbell  ponred  into  the  retreating  maaaes  of  Indians  and  ponies. 

They  are  closely  pursued  through  the  ravines  into  the  deep  oalion,  thence  to  the 
river,  over  rocks,  down  precipices,  and  along  trails  almost  too  steep  and  craggy  to 
traverse.  The  footmen  pursued  them  to  the  river  opposite  the  Indian  camp.  The 
river  being  too  deep  and  rapid  for  the  men  Ui  ford,  they  here  waited  for  the  cavalry 
DDdet  Captain  Perry. 

The  cavalry  worked  its  way  as  rapidly  as  it  could  from  its  poeition  on  the  left  down 
tbe  nigged  monntain  steeps  to  the  deep  ford,  and  croaaed  slowly  into  the  Indian  camp, 
and  was  strongly  posted  beyond  it,  while  the  Oatling  gans  and  the  bowitEers,  near 
'which  I  was  o^ervlng,  were  doing  their  best  to  reach  the  Indiana,  who  were  fleeing 
in  every  direction  up  the  heights  to  the  left  of  Cottonwood  Creek  and  beyond  the 
Clearwater. 

At  this  time  (about  6  p.  m.),  I  was  following  up  the  movement,  descending  a  «t«ep 


K  Google 


606  KEPOBT  OF  THE  SECBETABT  OF  WAE. 

trail, 'w  ban  aboat  half  way  down  the  monnt^D  dde  I  diseovered  a  DiuiiberDttbevu- 
riora  apparently  retoming  towiud  their  cam])  from  the  Cottomrood  Taiine,  at  but " 
miles  from  us.  I  warned  Captain  Peny,  and  direated  him  to  immediately  eairy  otc 
the  footmea  with  hia  horses. . 

White  doing  this,  time  was  coDsamed,  and  the  Indians  had  tamed  iimI  »arJ.cTOwiii 
the  Cottonwood  Canon,  and  under  cover  of  a  trausverse  ravine  got  well  in  advuct  d 
u^so  thut  I  concluded  to  postpone  further  pursuit  nntil  the  next  momiDg. 

The  Indian  oamp  abandoned  in  haste  had  their  lodf(ea  still  standing  QIIm  with  tlcit 
effects,  blankets,  buffalo-robes,  cooking  ntenails  (food  oooking  on  the  Gre),floiu,jertnJ 
beef,  and  plnnder  of  all  descriptions.  The  wounded  and  dead  horses  showed  tut  eu 
artillery  had  reached  their  camp.  I  reported  at  the  time  fifteen  Indiana  killed  and . 
llirge  number  wonnded. 

After  tbat,  8  dead  were  found  on  their  trail,  of  those  who  died  from  mortal  woaDd< 

making  for  thi^  battle  S3  warriors  killed;  and  there  were  at  least  twice  «  niui 

wonnded.    Twenty-three  prisoners,  warriora,  and  17  women  and  children  were  labrr- 

flnently  seonred  in  the  pursuit.    Our  loss  was  2  officers  and  iti  enlisted  men  wtnuidiil 

.   and  13  killed. 

I  have  denominated  this  battle  of  the  11th  and  12th  of  July  as  the  "  Battle  of  il- 
South  Fork  of  the  Clearwater.''  The  Nez  Perc^  fought  with  skill  and  iheniMiH 
obstinacy.  Tbeir  oiimbets  were  about  .tUUwareiots,  aided  by  their  womea,i>iuifum<l 
for  them  a  snbatantial  leaerve.  My  force  eugaged  amounted,  in  eSectiTn.  to  )■" 
The  conduct  of  our  troops,  oiticers,  and  men,  duniig  this  battle,  could  not  b*vc  bwi; 
better.  No  man  was  seen  to  leave  his  post  of  duty  from  i»)y"",  and  the  moTemeti? 
were  spirited  and  confident  throughout. 

The  nth,  as  soon  as  the  battery  could  be  hronght  down  from  the  trail  vbenil^K 
obstructed  and  left  at  dork  the  evening  before,  the  pursuit  was  reanmed  by  all  Ik 
troops,  except  Winters's  company,  which  was  to  finish  burying  the  dead  and  escort  tb» 
wounded  to  Grauf^eville.  As  soon  as  we  reach  tiie  heights  above  Kamiah,  vemtki: 
the  enemy's  families,  tbeir  stock  and  effects,  are  mostly  across  the  Clearwater,  abosti 
mile  above  the  ferry.  We  press  down  the  trail  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  more  tt* 
advance  in  two  columns  at  a  trot  to  the  place  of  crossing,  Captkin  Jacksou'D  eomplM 
leading  on  the  left  mad,  and  the  rest  of  the  cavalry  on  the  right.  When  JacLwii 
reached  the  river,  the  lost  warrinr  had  gotten  over  and  well  up  the  other  hank. 

The  Gatling  guns  and  musketry  were  used  profuaely  from  our  side,  but  with  litll* 
apparent  effect,  except  t«  increaae  the  rapidity  of  tbe  enemy's  retreat.  As  Peiry'auJ 
Whipple's  cavalry  were  passiug  a  high  bluff,  which  waa  beyond  the  river,  a  briak  ix 
was  opened  by  tbe  enemy  for  a  few  minutes,  throwing  this  cavalry  into  considcrslii^ 
confusion  for  a  time,  but  without  loss.  We  learned  that  the  enemy  had  intended  Ina 
behind  barricades  and  natural  cover  to  meet  as  near  tbe  river,  but  our  nMlatt  *ihI 
rapid  approach,  after  their  defeat  the  day  before,  they  could  not  withstand;  wth; 
Jumped  upon  their  skin  raty,  already  overloaded,  and  swam  over,  occaaioainR  Iht  het 
of  many  of  the  supplies  which  their  women  bad  saved  and  broaghtoff  from  their  esap 
tbe  day  befure.    One  enliated  man,  only,  was  slightly  vroandea  in  the  skinoisli  at  It* 

The  14th  waa  apent  in  reconnoitering.  The  15th  I  started  a  colnmn  of  cavalry  wnh 
iateution  of  ascending  tbe  beighta  to  the  rear,  as  if  ri>  roaU  to  lApwai,  to  movoi- 
miles  down  tbe  Clearwater  to  Dunnwell'a  Ferry,  and  crossing  them,  to  attempt  tc  pin 
the  trail  to  the  rear  of  tbe  Indians,  aa  they  were  encamping  in  pLaio  tight,  not  mm 
than  4  miles  from  Kamiah.  X  bad  not  proceeded  more  than  G  miles  before  the  Indtani 
began  tbeir  retreat  in  good  earnest  along  tbeLoLo  trail.  TherefoA,  leaving  CspUi> 
Jackson  with  hia  company  and  a  few  volanteerswbo  badjustretnniAdtoineittmK^ 
DuDDwell's  Ferr^,  I  returned  to  Kamiah  and  prepared  at  once  tomoTemyentinemn- 
mand  over  the  nver. 

IB  he 

the  river,  a  shot  was  fired  from  the  enemy  upon  our  picket  near  by.  TIm  aeatengE 
himself  and  hia  family  and  some  others  subsequently  surrendeied,  bnt  not  Joseph. 

It  was  doubtless  a  ruse  to  delay  onr  movements,  but  it  did  not  affect  tbem. 

The  ITtb  I  sent  Minor  Mason,  of  my  staff,  in  oomuiand  of  the  eavalr;,  Indian  Kwi'. 
and  McConville's  volunteers,  to  pursue  the  hostiles  for  two  marches.  The  tniJu 
exceedingly  diflicult,  and  passes  mostly  over  wooded  mouotaios,  the  wood*  beiw 
tilled  with  fallen  timber.  This  enables  the  Indians  t«  form  ambuscade*  with  utt 
Miyor  Mason  followed  the  enemy  to  within  3  mi1e«  of  Oro  Fino  Creek ;  his 
into  tlie  enemy's  rear  guard.  Three  of  them  were  disarmed,  and  1  wool 
kilted.  One  of  the  enemv  was  killed,  and  two  pack-aniraala  captured.  Haviag  skoo- 
plished,  aa  he  believed,  the  oltjeot  of  bismovemeiit,  and  finding  the  trail  unfit  Eoricriao 
with  the  cavalry,  where  a  small  rearguard  could  eoeily throw  tbem  into  oonfiuion,  it 
concluded  it  niae  to  return,  so  tbat,  at  S  a.  m.  the  mth,  tbe  pursuing  colnmn  retaim 
to  Kamiah.    This  really  ended  the  campaign  within  the  limila  of  my  departiwoL 
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I  count  some  of  tbe  results  m  follows : 

First.  From  Ferry's  battle,  17th  Jane,  all  mnrders  of  ohizana  by  the  ladians  imme- 
diately CAwe,  their  atteation  being  fully  occupied  by  the  troops. 

Second.  The  bostiles  are  kept  in  constant  motion.  Tbey  are  prevented  from  going 
V>uthward  ;  forced  from  the  conutry  between  the  Salmon  and  tbe  Snahe ;  their  treach- 
erous allies  under  Looking  Glass  defeated,  and  lodges  destroyed,  and  600  ponies  cap- 
tured. 

Third.  Tliey  are  anticipated  in  their  plana  at  Cottonirood,  met  by  troops  at  every 
point,  and  BnaUy,  by  our  forced  marching  on  inner  liuen,  brought  to  buttle  and  defeated 

Fourth.  They  are  then  immediately  pursued,  and  faintly  attempt  to  make  a  stand  at 
Kaniiah,  on  our  side  of  the  river,  but  a;jain  are  driven,  with  loss  of  provisioua  and 
morale. 

Fifth.  They  are  then  preased  beyond  the  river  along  the  Lo  Lo  trail,  their  fighting- 
force  having  Deen  reduced  at  leant  one-third,  till  it  is  certain  that  the  main  body  of  the 
murderous  boetilea  have  departed  for  the  "buffalo  conn  try  "aud  the  Department  of  the 
Columbia  treed  from  tbeir  presence. 

This  completes  tbe  first  period  of  the  campaign  against  the  hostile  Nez  Perc^. 

Second  Febiod. — Campatgn  wUhoal  the  departmeul. 

Hy  first  plan,  which  I  commenced  the  morning  of  July  19  to  execute,  wan  to  lunve  a 
small  garrison  at  Kami  ah,  proceed  with  my  tlgbttnf;- force  by  the  way  of  the  Miillan  road 
to  Missoula,  Hont.,  picking  up  twenty  days' supplies  at  Leniston  rn  roufr.  I  believed 
that  Major  Green  with  hia  Boiae  force  would  ardve  witbin  a  week,  and  auQicieotly 
gaard  Camaa  Prairie  and  neighboring  country  againat  any  small  scouting  parties 
that  ths  bostiles  might  have  left  behicid.  and  I  knew, further,  that  Colonel  wheaton's 
regiment  (Second  Infantry)  would  reach  Lewiston  in  aeasou  to  keep  everything  quiet 
to  tbe  north  and  west  among  the  discontented  renegndea  of  other  tribes.  I  was  half- 
way to  Cold  Spring  with  the  cavalry— artillery  and  infantry  being  already  there — 
when  mesaagea  came  to  me  from  Colonel  Watkins  and  Mr.  Mnnteith,  the  Indian  in- 
spector and  agent,  that  tbe  Indiana  were  turning  back  toward  Kamiah;  and  soon  after 
from  the  Hon.  S.  S.  Fenn,  that  parties  of  Indians  wore  burning  honsea  along  the  North 
Fork  of  Clearwater ;  and  from  Captain  Throckmorton,  commanding  at  Kainiah,  that 
tbey  were  threatening  bis  position  ;  a  little  later  from  .iamee  Sawyer,  head  chief  of  the 
Kamiaha,  that  several  hundred  of  hia  people's  |ionies  had  jiiat  been  stolen  by  the  hoa- 
tilee. 

I  DOW  know  that  the  alarm  waa  oocaaioned  bj  a  sniall  observing  party  that  had  fol- 
lowed our  cavalry  ou  Ita  return  from  tbe  Lo  Lii  trail,  and  tbat  tbe  only  mischief  doue 
by  them  waa  the  stealing  some  of  tbe  Kamiah  Indians'  horses.  But  at  the  time,  tbe 
excitement  waa  too  real  to  admit  of  my  leaving  the  vicinity,  till  Green  or  Wheaton 
ahoald  arrive.  I  moved  my  command  to  Croesdale's  farm  on  Camas  Prairie,  a  poiot 
about  equidistant  from  Nortoo'sat  the  Cottonwood,  from  Rocky  Canon  on  tbe  Salmon, 
from  Mount  Idaho,  and  from  the  forks  of  tbe  Clearwater,  and  only  sisteeu  miles  from 
Kamiah ;  here  I  waited,  gathering  in  my  supplies. 

Having  modified  my  plan,  I  embodied  it  in  Oeneral  Field  Orders  No.  3,  as  follows : 

"  HRAi>QnAitTRRs  Defajitubnt  of  the  CoLtiHBiA,  IN  TitE  Field, 

"  Comp  A.  SwHj,  Idaho  T.,  July  23, 1877. 
[Oeucnl  Field  Ordcra  Xo.  3.] 

"I.  The  hostileladians,  according  to  tbe  latest  informatioii,baving  retreated  via  the 
Lo  Lo  trail  toward  Montana  Territory,  leaving  but  a  few  families,  enppoaably  con 
cealed  in  the  rocky  foatneasea  of  the  Snake  and  Salmon  Riven  country,  it  is  directed — 

"That  two  columns  and  a  reserve  shall  operate  aa  follows: 

"A.  The  right  column,  personally  commanded  by  tbe  department  commander,  con- 
sisting of  the  oattalion  of  artillery  under  command  of  Capt.  Marcus  P.  Miller,  Fonrth 
Artillery,  the  battalion  of  infantry  commanded  by  Capt.  Evan  Miles,  Twenty-Brat 
Infantry,  and  a  battalion  of  four  companies  of  oavalryunder  command  of  M^  Qeorge 
B.  Sanfoid,  First  Cavalry,  will  immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  M^or  Green's  force 
from  Boi»6,  enter  upon  direct  pursuit  of  the  Indiana  over  the  Lo  Lo  trail.  Objective 
point,  Hiseonla  City,  Mont. 

"  Ji.  Tbe  left  column,  commanded  by  Col.  Frank  Wheaton,  Second  Infantry,  consist- 
ing of  his  force  of  infautry,  increased  by  a  battalion  of  cavalry  to  be  commanded  by 
Col.  Cnvier  Grover.  First  Oavatry,  and  composed  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  Companies  F  (Perry's)  and  H  (Trimble's),  First  Cavalry,  and  two  companies  (200) 
of  Washington  Territory  Mounted  Volunteers  will  proceed  northward  by  way  of  Hang- 
man's Creek  and  Cisur  d'AlenA  Mission.  Objective  point,  Missoula  City,  Mont.  The 
design  of  this  column  will  be : 

"  f.  A  co-operation  with  tbe  right  column;  frequent  com  man)  cations  to  be  kept  tip 
by  means  of  reliable  couriers  via  the  reserve  column  near  Mount  Idaho. 
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"2.  By  overawing  malcontent  Indians,  or  oconpj'inc  their  attention  tn  prevent  kDT 
re-entoreementii  of  the  hostile  Indiana,  and  sho  old  the  Tatter  attempt  to  retom  throngti 
tl]«  Co^iir  d'Alene  conntry,  to  engage  them. 

"3.  To  quiet  the  feara  and  apprehension  a  of  the  settlors,  that  the;  may  retam  to 
their  peaceful  punuita. 

"4.  A  cordial  co-operation  with  the  officiala  of  the  Interior  Department  in  their  eit- 
deavoT  to  settle  disputes  and  controversies  between  so-called  friendly  Indians  and 
settlers, 

"Colonel  Wheaton  will,  as  sAin  as  practicable,  famish  the  commanding  ofRcer  of 
Fort  Lapwai,  Idaho,  with  a  amall  detaohment  of  tea  or  fifteen  men,  and  will  leave  a 
gnard  at  Lewiston  sufficient  to  protect  the  main  depot. 

"  Finally,  recent  indications  of  a  reconcentration  uf  fngitive  hostile  Indians  on  the 
Lo  Lo  trail  having  altered  the  department  comniander's  oritjinal  intention  of  puianing 
the  northern  route  In  person,  he  denirea  that  the  commander  of  the  left  eolnmo  exer- 
cise the  greatest  caution  in  the  anticiiialioo  and  prevention  of  complications  tendint; 
to  cause  an  inoreaae  of  allies,  either  direct  or  indirect,  to  those  Indiana  now  actually 

"C.  The  reserve  column  will  be  commanded  by  HaJ.  John  Green,  First  Cavalry,  an<l 
will  connist  of  the  troopa  from  Boiufi,  exo-ptint;  the  cavalry  desitnated  to  acconii>aDy 
the  right  column,  increased  by  L  Comjiany  (Whipple's)  and  E  Company  (Winter'sl 
First  Cavalry,  and  a  body  of  Warm  Spring  Indian  scouts. 

"Major  Green  will  locate  hie  main  force  at  or  near  Croesdale'g  farm,  Cottonwooil 
Crrak,  protecting  with  at  least  one  company  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  the  anbdepct 
at  Kaniiah,  and  maintaining  a  small  outpost  at  Mount  Idaho  as  a  nucleus  for  the  Moont 
Idaho  and  Grangeville  Volunteera.  He  will  cloHely  watcb,  by  means  of  scooting  ]>u- 
ties  and  patrols,  the  crosBiiiga  of  tbe  South  Pork  of  the  Clearwater  River  and  Salmon 
River,  r.  g.,  the  forks,  Kamiah,  Dunnwell's  Ferry,  &o.,  on  tbe  former,  and  White  Bird 
Creek,  Rocky  Ca&on,  &c.,  on  the  latter.  The  country  between  the  SaloioD  and  Snake 
Riveifl,  and  beyond  the  forks  of  the  South  Fork  of  Clearwater  Kiver,  will  ba  thoroughly 
and  constantly  scoured  by  scouting  parties,  its  most  hidden  recesses  probed  by  tbi? 
Warm  Spring  Indians,  and  any  scouts,  little  parties,  or  hiding  families  left  by  tbt 
hostile  Indians,  be  captured  and  brought  in.  Major  Green  will  forward  promptly  com- 
tnunicatiuns  between  tbe  operating  culumns. 

"11.  The  right  column  will  move  well  across  the  South  Fork  of  the  Clearwater  River, 
•cos  to  be  reiuly  to  take  its  departure  from  the  Wey-ipe  Monday,  the  30tb  inatoni. 
Colonel  Wheaton  will  endeavor  to  make  the  movement  of  tbe  left  column  nortbwanl 
as  nearly  simultaneous  with  the  movement  of  the  right  column  as  poesible.  It  is  de- 
sirable that  any  necessary  delay  in  tbe  left  column  take  place  as  fiu  nortliwanl  (neat 
the  Cicur  d'Alene  country)  as  possible. 

"Each  column  will  be  Bupplie<L  with  20  days'  small  rations,  and  will  take  with  it  » 
herd  of  as  many  steers  as  necessary.  As  a  general  rule  forage  will  not  be  carried,  bnl 
will  be  obtaiura  en  route. 

"III.  The  Lewiston  depot  is  designated  as  tbe  main  depot  for  the  army  in  thA  field. 
The  general  staff  will  keep  it  well  furnished  with  at  least  three  months'  aappliea  ia 
advance. 

"  By  command  of  Biigadier-Geuerol  Howard. 

"E.  H.  FLETCHER. 
"Firit  Liaitmaat  Tirenf^-Rrsl  lnfa»trg,  A.  A.  D.  C.~ 

In  execution  of  this  order,  my  movement  commencea  Thursday,  the  36th  of  Joly, 

the  first  march  being  to  Kamiab. 

The '2^th,  with  McConvllle's  eighteen  volunt«eT8,  white  the  right  column  iaawetnblin^ 
and  oroseing  the  river,  I  make  a  psraonal  reconnaissance  t«  the  Little  Camas  Prairir, 
11  miles  distant,  and  find  no  signs  of  the  families  of  tbe  hostile  Indians  snepected  tu 
be  there.  After  this  reconnaissance  tbo  voluotaers  return  home.  Daring  my  alMence. 
M^or  Sanford,  First  Cavalir,  arrives  at  Kamlob,  with  Bendtre's  (K),  Can's  (I),  ami 
Wagner's  (C)  companies.  (This  is  tbe  first  appearance  of  Major  Green's  troope.)  Tbf 
39th  of  July  is  spent  in  crossing  the  cavalry  and  supplies  and  completing  the  prepara- 
tions for  the  movement  over  tbe  Lo  Lo  trail. 

The  :lOth  (Monday),  the  march  beyond  the  Clearwater  commences.  A  heavy  and 
continuous  rain  renders  tbe  mountainous  trail  slippery  and  exceedingly  difBcnlt.  *  Tb« 
trail  runs  for  the  most  part  tbraugb  pine  forests,  with  thick  underbrash  nod  taVva 
timber.  There  are  occasional  openings.  At  the  Camas  Prairie  (the  Wey-ipe)  Uiero  U 
grazing  and  good  — '-  -     " '-   ' — '-  "•—•-- 

The  Ulst,  the  v 
miry  bog-boles.    At  our  camp  we  bod  fair  grazing. 

During  August  I,  2,  3,  and  4  our  way  is  tnAde  through  a  rough  wilderness,  for 

the  most  part  along  what  is  called  a  "divide,"  or  narrow  and  winding  crest,  where 

we  find  scarcely  erass  enough  to  keep  our  animals  alive.    During  the  4tb,  I  am  met  bv 

-  two  messengers  that  I  had  sent  ten  days  before  from  toy  camp  at  Cioeadale'a  farm  to 
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Missoula.  The;  bear  to  me  a  message  from  Captain  Rawn,  Seveutb  Infaatry,  uiying  . 
Ibat  the  Indiana  had  been  permitted  to  pass  tlirongh  theLoLoCannn,  and  were  moviog 

Bloivl;  up  tbe  Bitt«r  Root Vatley,  and  tbat  Colonel  Gibbon  waa  expected  at  MUsonla 
i uimeil lately .  This  dispatch  determiiien  me  to  divide  m;  command,  with  the  hope  ol 
forming  junotioD  with  Qlbboa  earlier  than  I  coald  witb  the  whole. 

August  5, 1  march  tbe  cavalry  21  miles,  campjus  after  dark  at  anothet  fork  of  the 
Clearwater,  where  there  in  not  a  particle  of  food  for  the  animalR. 

Before  breakfasting  the  tith,  the  command  moves  at  dawn  till  graaa  is  reached  at 
Snmmit  Prairie.  After  grazing  for  a  few  honrs,  we  push  on  to  Hat  Springs,  where 
we  met  a  messenger  from  Coluiiel  Gibbon  himself.  He  hnd  left  Missanla  tbe  4th,  and 
was  in  pnrsuit  of  tbe  hostiles.  He  wishes,  if  possible,  I  get  to  him  b  hundred  cavalry. 
The  same  night  1  dispatch  two  courieni  tn  let  Colonel  Giubon  know  that  I  am  making 
tbe  longest  possible  marches  with  my  cavalry,  and  will  preM  it  iu  person,  bringing  him 
two  hnadred  inet«ad  of  one. 

The  Tth,  from  Hot  Springs,  I  send  an  aide-deoaoip  ahead  to  Missoula,  to  secace  forage 
and  other  supplies,  and  have  Cbem  meet  us  at  tbe  month  of  the  Lo  Ld  Fork  of  tbe  Bitter 
Boot,  BO  that  them  shall  be  no  delay  in  the  msroh.  This  day  the  trail  is  found  to  be 
even  more  trying  to  the  animals  than  before,  bnt  we  came  at  the  end  of  92  mllBB  out 
of  tbe  timber  and  manntain  trail  Into  excellent  grazing. 

Angust  8,  leaving  the  camp  by  dawn,  we  soon  reachwi  Captain  Rawo's  tortifioations, 
now  vacant,  in  tbe  Lu  Lo  CaDon,  and  are  shown  by  a  oitizpn  where  the  Indians  aaoeoded 
the  heights  on  his  right  and  passed  his  flank  without  hinderaaoe.  He  had  about  tweu- 
tj'-five  regular  troops,  with  abont  two  hnndred  volnnteers. 
'  It  seems  tbat  the  Indians  really  negotiated  their  way  by  promising  the  citizens  that 
they  wonld  do  them  no  harm  if  permitted  to  paHS  by  iinmoleatAd.  Captain  Rawn  thongbt 
it  wiser  under  the  circnmstanoes  to  let  them  go  than  atlempt  a  fight,  which  he  fetued 
would  be  disastrous.  The  position  was  a  very  strong  one,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
the  Indians  oonld  not  have  been  met  and  driven  back  upon  me.  It  was  with  a  hope 
of  such  areenlt  that  I  had  sent  dispatches  In  a<lvance  as  soon  as  the  ladians  started 
upon  the  Lo  Lo  trail.  In  truth,  I  should  have  been  in  Miiwmla  bv  Che  unrtbarn  runte 
iu  season  had  I  not  been  detained  by  the  reports  of  the  return  of  the  boatiies  after  they 
had  started  for  Montana.  This  day  our  supplies  met  as  a*  provided,  and  we  succeeded 
in  making  a  march  upon  good  roads  of  34  mile*. 

The!:)th  we  prooeeded  up  the  Bitter  Root  Valley,  making  a  little  over  twenty  miles, 
the  cavalry  horses  being  too  weak  l«  go  farther.  We  got  won)  from  sime  citizens 
returning  concerning  Gibbon's  progress.  He  bad  passed  beyond  Ross's  Hole  and  was 
making  rapidly  in  wagons  for  Big  Hole  Valley  in  close  pursuit. 

The  morning  of  the  lOtb,  feeling  very  anxious  to  form  junction  with  Gibbon  or  com- 
uinDicat«  with  him,  I  have:iOof  the  best  horses  picked  out,  fi  from  each  company,  uuder 
command  of  Lieutenant  Bacon,  First  Cavalry,  and  take  this  detsch men t  with  the  In- 
dian scouts,  17  in  number,  as  esourt,  and  ride  all  day  from  i  a.  m.,  genurally  at  a  trot. 
making  at  snndown  nit  miles;  tbe  Inst  1<3  miles  was  over  tbe  Rocky  Monntain  divide. 
Herelfonnd  myself  from  15  to  IU  miles  from  Colonel  Gibbon's  position.  SBi-en.  volan- 
t«ers  who  had  left  after  his  battle  met  us  uu  the  road  just  before  we  eucnniped, 
audgiveafearfulpiotnreof  matters  at  tbe  front.  They  report  that  Colonel  Gibbon  had 
be«n  Buccessfal  at  first  iu  j-estenlay's  battle,  bnt  that  the  enemy  bad  rnlllailaud  driven 
Lim  into  a  dangerous  position,  taken  his  artillery,  out  off  his  supplies,  and  killed  and 
-wonnded  more  thau  half  of  his  foixe,  including  all  of  his  oScers  but  one,  and  that  he 
was  in  distress,  without  blankets  or  food,  or  a  medical  offloer.  1  knew  that  men  eecap- 
ing  from  the  field  invariably  exaggerate  the  horrors  of  a  battle,  and  made  due  allowance, 
ou  this  account,  for  their  stories.  Yet  I  was  intensely  anxious  for  Gibbon's  command 
tlU  t  cone  in  sight  of  it,  between  nine  and  ten  tbe  next  day.  His  wagons  were  near 
Ills  fortified  camp,  his  man  were  bathing  and  wsahiug  their  clothes  at  the  creek,  and 
the  horaes  grazing  quietly  in  tbe  bottom.  There  was  no  sign  of  an  enemy  in  the  vicinity. 
On  TCAohing  his  position,  which  was  on  a  wooded  point  Just  above  the  willow  bottom, 
•we  fonud  ColoneTGibbon  s  command,  covered  by  small  barricades,  with  many  wounded, 
including  Colonel  Gibbon  himself,  but  all  cheerful  and  confident  as  troops  are  wunt  h> 
b«  who  have  remained  In  poeitlon  and  slept  on  tbe  field  of  battle.  They  had  saved 
thnir  aoppliea  at  the  reaecve  camp,  excepting  about  2,000  rounds  of  ammunition  oap- 
tut«d  while  m  route  to  tbe  front.  After  his  first  sucoessfnl  assault  at  dawn  on  tbe 
9tb,  Colonel  Gibbon  had  withdrawn  to  this  point,  and  had  been  very  much  annoyed 
by  Indian  sharp-shooters  posted  in  favorable  positions  aboveand  beyond  him, some ut 
them  being  betweeo  him  and  his  snpply-camp.  When  in  this  condition,  the  evening  of 
tbe  9th,  Sergeant  Sotherland,  Company  B,  First  Cavalry,  whom  I  had  sent  from  Hot 
Sprtnga,  Lo  Lo  trail,  reaehed  him  and  reported  that  I  was  coming.  Colonel  Gibbon 
s»i(l  tula  8*^^  them  great  encouragement  and  the  men  cheered.  Ahead  of  ua,  during 
the  laot  10  ot  12  raile(,the  fresh  mocoasin- tracks  of  an  Indian  scout  ludicalAd  that  the 
boatilea  were  apprised  of  my  approaoh,  so  that  though  we  were  not  permitted  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  tHtttle.  wbion  evidently  did  the  Indians  much  damage,  yet  onr  extra- 
ordioary  nisrelieii  ana  early  approaub  were  not  lost,  for  the  Indians  had  abandoned 
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their  Apparent  adraatog*  and  left  Colonel  Oibbon'B  position  «t  eleven  o'elMktlMDitbi 

before  our  arrival.  When  I  met  the  seven  volanteera  from  Gibbon's  battle, the  tvpoisi 
of  tbe  10th,  a  meaaengar  waa  immedintelr  dispatched  who  went  back  40  mUe*  lo  nr^r 
forward  the  cavalrf.  A  meBsenger  from  Colonel  OibbuQ'ssDpply-campwHMtiiiDpl, 
Sereeant  Sutherland,  who,  taking  another  route,  paased  on  to  mj-  camp  wittwai  m-T-- 
iog  me.  MiOor  Mason,  iu  charge,  sends  back  to  tbe  infantry,  at  least  two  nurrhi^  .i 
rear,  to  baslen  forward,  and  moves  on  with  the  cavalry,  coming  np  ou  tbe  iftcrtu 
of  the  12th.  Colonel  Gibbon  had  also  sent  a  dispatch,  begging  Ibat  ■  mpdiul  aftr-^ 
Ira  sent  to  him.  This  dispatch  also  passed  me  by  ea  route,  Surgeon  C.  T.  iJeisnderiM 
Assistant  finrgeon  Fitzgerald,  being  present  with  the  cavalry,  made  tbe  ride  nf  .'i^idl- 
-  withont  rest,  reaching  Gibbon's  camp  ten  hours  before  the  comniand.  Thf j  ww 
thanked  by  the  colonel  for  the  prompt,  elective,  and  generous  aid  which  thejr  mHlttv. 
to  more  than  30  wonnded  oQioerH  and  men. 

The  next  day,  the  13th  of  August,  Colonel  Gibbon,  with  the  wonnded,  start*  InilMr 
Lodge,  detailing  to  accompany  my  cavalry  fiftv  of  bis  command  under  CapttinBnx^ 
Ing,  Seventh  Infantry.  Hoping  to  overtake  the  enemy  before  he  gets  bejood  Ibf  \< 
Hole  Valley,  I  engage  to  permit  this  company  to  retnm  home  from  Bannock  CitT.' 
miles  distant.  I  march  2:1  miles  and  pitch  camp,  and  here  I  lun  overtaken  by  Capta- 
Wella's  and  Lieutenant  Humphrey's  companies,  Gfty  strong,  in  wagons.  Aeonnnr 
lives  from  Horse  Prairie  with  the  story  that  eight  men  bad  been  murdered  urar  \'j 
head  of  that  valley  the  night  before;  that  the  enemy,  instead  of  passing  near  Bsnno-k 
City,  had  left  the  Big  Hole  country  by  a  pass  to  Hoiae  Prairie,  farther  to  tbe  nft'. 
Galled  Bloody  Dick  Canon. 

From  my  full  com-iotion  that  the  Indians  were  working  toward  their  old  bannl^  l- 
the  bullalo  country,  and  were  only  deviating  to  blind  our  pnrsnit  anil  get  Mpplin!' 
themselves  undisturbed  by  large  settlements,  I  resolved  to  head  them  off  bi  piubi:^ 
t«  their  left  first  at  some  |>oint  almig  the  atage-road  from  Deer  Lodge  to  CoriDncotu 
Henry  Lake  ;  so,  iu  that  view,  I  det«rmine  to  continue  my  march  thmugh  BiDitni. 

Tuesday,  the  I41h,  we  march  25  miles.  Hore  mesBeugers  arrive  from  Hone  I'nir' 
bearing  a  letter  from  Sherilf  Bray.  The  Indians  left  the  head  of  Horse  Prairie,  beat.:.; 
to  tbe  right,  and  went  directly  throngh  the  Stephenson's  Ca&on  pass  toward  (he  )dL>-' 
tion  in  Lemhi  Valley ;  a  few  hostile  raiders  having  secured  some  20D  huseii  ir^'- 
Borse  Prairie;  also  some  straggling  parties  were  reported  as  at  the  headof  tbepn.nr 
and  moving  aa  If  to  return  to  Bloody  Dick  Canon,  and,  being  so  near  the  Indian'.  I 
dcteiiuined  to  retain  Captain  Browning's  command  a  little  while  longer.  Oulliel'''^ 
sending  Lieutenant  Adams.  First  CavaJry.  ahead  to  secure  supplies  and  forvird  ih/c 
to  the  camp,  we  leave  Bannock  City  a  little  to  our  left,  and  march  ou  to  Banr'i' 
ranch.  A  message  from  Colonel  Shonp,  of  the  volunteers,  shows  that  the  ImliaD"  I>j<- 
enveloped  the  temporary  fortifications  at  the  junction,  Lemht  Valley,  which  cddIi]-' 
eomn  forty  people,  and  that  he  himself  with  some  sixty  Bannock  volunteer* bail  ntt 
iioitumi  tboir  camp  and  found  them  too  strong  for  him.  The  Indian  camp  «»  <>^ 
at«d  wpst  of  the  junction,  and  Colonel  Sboup,  with  his  men.  waa  near  Port  Lembi.  i 
waa  urged  by  everybody  I  met  from  Lemhi  and  Horse  Prairie  to  go  straight  to  Lml:. 
and  by  Colonel  Shoap  to  take  my  way  by  tbe  fort.  But  with  the  sauiecourirtioiiN 
ever,  1  knew  that  my  pursuit  of  them  by  a  atem-chase  would  be  hopelcfa.  Ehiml'l . 
attempt  to  do  thia.  Yet,  for  fear  that  they  might  murder  mora  people  befon  letri-f 
Lembi  Valley,  I  agreed  to  try  and  intercept  them  by  a  trail  that  would  put  uie  r**t  * 
tbeir  poaitiun.  In  the  night  I  waa  relieved  of  my  embarrassmejit  by  another  conn'; 
bearing  intelligence  that  the  Indiana  had  moved  rapidly  eastward  in  the  diteclii-n '^ 
Birch  Creek,  agreeing  with  the  people  of  the  fortifications  not  to  harm  them.  Thi' 
fore,  on  tbe  Ihth,  I  continue  my  march  for  the  stage-road,  hoping  to  reach  the  pi"' 
AVbere  the  Indians  will  cross  it  before  thxy  can,  whether  they  emeivB  by  Sbeeii  Vi^' 
Basin  or  Medicine  Lodfre.  Two  companiesof  volunteers, CaptainsStewartsndCbi''- 
had  joined  me  tbe  day  before  at  Horse  Prairie.  As  I  waa  moving  this  morning  >  «^ 
Tier  comee  itp,  bringing  a  note  from  Captain  Clarke,  which  Btat«s  that  these  eomiuu' 
have  resolved  to  make  two  days'  marob  into  Medicine  Lodge  Valley  Hid  theo  in^-^ 

1  immediately  sent  an  aid,  Lient.  C.  E.  8.  Wood,  to  explain  my  movement,  sort  : 
show  them  that  theirs  will  be  likely  to  reaultasadiveraion  in  favor  of  the  euem;.  ii^ 
request  tbat  they  move  near  my  right  flank,  watching  alt  approaches  from  the  lie'* 
Tliey  oonaiderthe  matter,  and  for  some  reason  return  home.  We  encamp  at  Bed  Ib'i 
stage-station. 

On  tbe  nth,  the  mareh  is  continued  for  23  miles  to  Junction  Station.  Captain  Btd'- 
iog  with  hia  command,  having  been  detached,  gets  ont  for  Deer  Lodge.  A>  toon  '■ 
we  are  encanipod,  Mqjor  Sanford,  commanding  the  cavalry,  selects  forty  (40)  riril'/ 
men  who  had  horses  in  the  best  condition  of  any  in  tbe  battalton,  luid  details  I-'''' 
George  K.  Bacon,  First  Cavalry,  to  command  them.  I  seni!  this  picked  forc«,  inena*- 1 
by  the  Indian  scouts,  nuder  tbeir  captain  Mr.  Orlando  Bobbin  a,  with  inatme(iMiel<"" 
ont  at  midnight,  and  prooeed  by  Red  Kock  Lake  to  Hyntaold's  Pms,  near  Henry  L>tr 
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vith  a  view  of  intercepting  and  hindering  the  Indiana  ahonld  they  coniB  in  that  dirro- 
tton,  or  of  proonriag  aod  transiaittin};  to  ms  early  informatioii  of  valne. 

Tills  expedition  was  reaolatelj  undertaken.  Wbile  at  the  Junction,  another  oom- 
pa»j  of  Tolnntcera,  under  Captain  Calloway,  arrives  from  Virginia  City,  Montana,  and 

Wblloherel  am  visited  by  the  Buperintendent  of  the  atage-road,  Hr.  Salisbury,  who 
iuformB  me  that  the  stage-line  has  been  intiiirupted,  and  that  Indiana  have  already 
been  seen  beyond  the  Dry  Creek  Station.  Several  citizen-ecouta,'  with  Mr.  Charles 
Carltoii,  are  aent  to  Pleasant  Valley,  and  beyond,  to  watch  the  enemy.  During  the 
iiigtit  another  agent  of  the  road,  Ur.  Poll  in  ger,  rides  back  in  haste  from  Pleasant 
Valley,  bringing  an  argent  dispatch  from  Mr.  Sulisbnry  a»  to  the  condition  of  things 
at  the  fiont. 

I  had  not  qnite  determined  at  this  time  whether  to  push  my  main  column  down  the 
road  with  the  risk  of  the  Indians  getting  past  nie,  they  having  the  shorter  line,  or  t« 
aend  it  to  Henry  Lake  by  the  trail  north  of  the  divide.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th 
I  delay  my  command  in  oamp,  hoping  to  give  the  animals  rest  and  grazing,  till  three 
in  the  afternoon,  but  go  forward  myself  to  Pleasant  Valley.  While  on  the  road  my 
ecout«  bring  me  word  that  the  Indiana  are  in  force  near  Dry  Creek  Station^  and  that 
they  all  have  not  yet  croaaed  the  road,  and  that  turning  off  M  that  atation  la  the  beat 
poasibte  road  to  Henry  Lake.  Upon  this  information  I  sent  fur  my  command  at  once, 
and  it  is  moved  forward  with  the  utmost  rapidity  to  Dry  Creek  Station,  the  rear  of 
the  column  not  getting  Into  camp  nntil  lU  p.  m.    Captain  Norwood,  wiLh  hia  com- 

Eany,  L,  of  the  Second  Cavalir,  who  had  overtaken  my  ci>inuiand  in  the  morning  be- 
>re  it  marched,  encamped  at  the  aame  point  with  us.  Part  of  the  volunteers  returned 
home  from  the  Junction,  and  the  remainder  came  np  to  I'leeaant  Valley,  and  staid 
there  that  night.  Here  Lienteuant  Benaon  Joins,  having  been  Rent  forward  by  Colonel 
Gibbon  with  instructions  to  organize  the  volunteers  and  head  od'  the  Indiana  before 
they  shall  emerge  from  Medicine  Lodge;  but  as  I  had  anticipated  the  movement,  and 
as  the  majority  of  the  volnnteera  had  already  retnmed  home,  he  aaked  to  be  a.taigned 
to  duty,  and  was  sent  as  a  lientenant  to  Captain  Norwood.  The  next  day,  Kuuday, 
the  I'Jth,  we  leave  the  atage-Iine  and  take  the  luad  to  onr  left,  soon  coming  into  the 
large  Indian  trail. 

The  command  makes  camp  Iri  milea  diatant,  jnst  across  the  Cauiu  Meadows,  qnite 
early  in  tlie  afternoon,  and  take  up  a  very  strung  natural  position  on  (he  lirst  elevated 
ground  which  overlooks  the  meadows  towanl  the  west  aud  some  lava-lreds  toward  the 
north  aod  east.  The  cavalry  was  posted  in  line  of  battle  covering  the  camp;  the 
infantry  in  reserve  near  the  creek,  and  great  pains  taken  by  my  inspector,  Mai-  ^-  C 
Mawon,  Twenty-flrat  Infautr,',  to  cover  the  camp  with  pick<^ts  in  every  dinsction.  Be- 
fore night  every  animal  waa  brought  within,  the  horsrs  tie<l  to  the  picket-ropes,  the 
nniraalH  with  the  few  wagons,  M  their  wagons,  and  the  bell-niares  of  the  pack-trains 
were  hobbled.  Captain  Calloway's  volunteers  came  np  and  encamped  about  one  hun- 
dred yards  from  me,  across  a  creek.  They  are  between  two  streams  of  water  whose 
baiikH  were  fringed  by  thickets  of  willows.  Two  or  three  Indians  were  seen  by  one  of 
uiir  sconta  just  before  night,  but  as  this  was  an  ordinary  occurrence,  it  ei:ciled  tittle 
notice.  An  unnsnal  feeling  of  security  pervaded  the  camp.  My  command,  with  Lieu- 
tfnnnt  liacon'a  detachment  absent,  did  not  at  this  time  exceed  in  etfuctivenoss  one 
hnndrod  cavalry  and  fifty  infantry.  This  was,  however,  snfUciont  for  any  defensive 
jiur|>u«e.  The  enemy  were  encamiied  If!  or  Iti  milea  farther  on  toward  Henry  Lake. 
They  staried,  aa  wo  subsequently  learned,  before  sunset  on  Sunday  evening,  and  roile 
back  to  our  position  aud  worked  tbemselvea  carefully  around  oar  camp,  sending  into 
the  herd  a  few  skillFnl  men. 

When  everything  was  in  reailiness  a  column  of  fonn,  so  much  like  one  of  nnr  com- 
jianiea  in  movement  as  to  deceive  in  the  night,  approached,  at  a  walk,  the  picket-line 
along  the  road  ;  the  column  is  challenged,  bat  not  giving  saliHfactory  answer,  the 
picket  Urea ;  then  immediately  there  is  faring  from  every  quarter.  The  citiMDs'oaoip 
IS  near  this  approach,  and  many  of  their  hones  break  away,  all  the  ninlee  between  the 
t  wo  creeks  are  easily  stampeded,  and  a  msh  is  made  fur  the  other  animals.  Our  men 
are  qnickly  dressed  and  in  position,  our  hnrset  at  the  picket-mpes  ;  the  mules  with 
Norwood's  company,  most  of  the  animals  at  the  wagons,  and  at  least  half  of  the  horses 
of  tUu  volunteer  company  are  saved;  lint  the  enemy  escaped  in  the  darkness  wilh 
some  l.'iO  pack-animals  and  hoives.  Thonch  there  waa  considerable  flring,  some  of  the 
bullets  striking  the  wagons,  yet  fortunately  but  one  man  of  tlie  command  was  hit,'and 
he  only  sliehtly  wounded.  In  a  few  minntes,  as  soon  as  I  waa  informed  of  what  had 
reaiilted,  I'ordered  Major  Sanford  to  have  the  cavalry  saddle  up  at  once  and  tu  move 
out  jast  aa  soon  as  it  was  light  enough  to  see,  and  to  attempt  to  recnver  the  lost  ani- 
lunla.  Carr's,  Norwood's,  and  Jackson's  companies  galloped  out  a  lew  minutes  later, 
accompanied  by  Major  Sanford  in  command.  The  moving  column  of  Indians  and  ani- 
mals could  then  just  be  discovered  fonrnr  five  miles  anay.  I  remained  to  organize  tlie 
'-ing  troops  against  an  attack  still  possible.    The  cavalry  eacceeded  In  alriking 
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the  escaping  berd,  and  at  flnt  recovered  at  least  half ;  but  mnn.T,  made  vild  b;  I'j- 
charge  and  the  flnng,  ran  to  the  encmj.    The  Indiana  had  hastily  ]M«pand  drftbii 

hebind  Home  rocfcs,  so  as  to  envelop  our  head  of  coliiiqn  at  leaat  eight  mil«  fnxu  >' : 
camp.  Ae  Captain  Catr,  in  the  advance,  chargled  ujiuu  the  IndiMia  who  «m  dniiii 
the  mules,  bin  company  received  the  sudden  lire  from  thia  poeilioa.  ThiicbMktdrsi 
onward  movement.  Norwood  and  Carr  ircnt  into  poaition  iwarly  abnaM  vf  oc: 
other,  while  Jaclcaon  with  bis  cniniiany  came  up  on  the  right.  Now  the »kinui>L i- 
came  qnite  general.  Sanford's  left  was  turned  by  a  considtTable  fone,  and  Mprwi: 
himself,  he  ordered  his  men  to  draw  bacit.  Soon  bin  right  waa  aluo  turned  aadilirn' 
coed,  so  that  there  WP8  danger  of  his  being  cut  oil'  from  camp ;  thciefoie  he  !im»»i 
to  retire  from  an  UDtenable  pisitioo.  Cnptain  NurwoiHl  liegan  tofullill  the  order msu'. 
taneously  with  the  rest,  when,  finding  bimitelf  presaed  too  bard  to  do  it  with  aatety.'v 
selected  a  defensive  position  and  remained,  repelling  the  enemy  from  every  nie.  h'. 
received  word  at  camp  of  the  position  of  ufTairH  at  the  front,  1  look  Captaio  Vr)>. 
company  of  infantry  and  Wagner's  company  of  cavalry,  and  one  honitier  oDdrrLt 
tenant  Otis,  Ftmrth  Artillery,  and  pushed  forward  till  I  came  up  with  Sanford't  lik 
Reorganizing  it,  with  the  infantry  on  the  right,  we  moved  alow ly  forward  till  vcnc' 
to  Norwood's  poaition,  wbsre  for  a  time  he  had  really  been  out  otf  Trom  the  mlufu 
troops.  In  the  engagement,  Lieutenant  Benson,  aerving  uith  him,  and  h  enliilHlBit 
of  his  company  were  wonnded.  One  enlisted  man  of  Jach son's  rampany  au  ki!j4 
and  one  of  Carr'e  wonnded.  As  I  am  not  prepared  to  push  the  pnraait  farther  >t  iL^ 
time,  we  return  to  camp,  arriving  abont  3  p,  m.  The  battalions  of  infantry  and  »r  i 
lery  overtake  ine  in  the  evening  abont  7  o'clock.  They  had  that  day  made  tbeeiin- 
ordinary  march  nt  torty-six  miles,  by  alternating  in  the  use  of  wagons.  Tber  •«• 
stimulated  In  this  activity  by  hearing  of  the  attach  upon  my  advance. 

The  2Ut,  the  command  advances  eighteen  miles,  the  wounded,  eecorted  by  the  tot 
nnteers,  taking  tbe  road  to  Ibe  rear  by  the  way  of  Dry  Creek  to  Virginia  Cilv  tfiiei 
the  volunteers,  however,  accompanied  me  on  the  march  as  far  aa  Henni  Lake).  Ru- 
ing tbe  day's  march  we  were  overtaken  bv  several  Bannack  Indians  from  Fori  Hill 
followed  in  the  night  by  Captain  Balnbridge,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  with  mnrrlDdui 
flconts,  increasing  the  nnmber  tofifty.  These,  he  told  us.  were  sent  bjr  direMion  i< 
General  Crook  to  report  to  me  and  assist  me  against  the  hoetilea.  The  actiDiixm 
nnder  tbe  immediate  charge  of  Mr.  Fisher,  Captain  Balnbridge  merely  couiing  » 
eee  them  safely  under  my  command. 

Next  day  we  make  a  long  march,  and  camp  on  tbe  North  Fork  of  theSuilteKiviia 
a  glade  closely  hemmed  in  by  the  thick  woods.  The  Indiaon  weresoppoaed  tobmw 
by,  and  there  were  rumors  of  another  attempt  at  a  night  attack,  which  kept  th*  o» 
mand  on  tbe  i/hi  rire  and  prevented  the  usual  rest.  I  resolved  to  make  oii«  luo 
effort  to  overtake  and  attack  the  hostiles  before  they  got  beyond  Henry  Lake,  h  l^M 
we  were  up  at  2  a.m.,  and  on  the  road  before  dawn.  By  8  a.  m.  our  Indian  •eoatn.vi'i 
the  column  following  in  sight,  had  reacbed  Ibe  Tachee  Pass,  tbrongh  whirh  tbe  rue 
runs  to  the  National  Park.  The  hostiles  bad  tramped  at  this  point,  but  were  tiitii} 
^ne,  Tbe  Tachee  Pass  is  about  two  miles  east  of  Henry  Lake,  Being  neorflsiiaK^'' 
obtain  aupplies  of  every  hind,  I  delayed  my  main  command  in  this  vieinily  for  I'KF 
days,  sending,  however,  Cnsbing,  Field,  and  Norwood  immediately,  via  Fort  Elh-. '> 
operate  from  tbe  Crow  agency,  aud  keeping  the  Indian  soonts  constantly  in  tbe  ne:^ 
borhood  of  the  hostile  ludians  to  determine  and  report  the  directiooatbe;  might  iikr, 
and  auDoy  them  by  caplnring  their  stock  if  opportunity  oS'eied. 

BUMMART. 

The  infantry  and  artillery  have  met  the  enemy  four  times. 

Ist,  Skirmish  upon  the  Salmon.    The  Indians  were  across  the  river  aod  retreii'' 
after  the  skirmish.     Date,  Jnne  28,  1877, 
2d.  General  engagement ;  battle  of  tbe  Clearwater.     Date,  Jaly  It  and  IS,  t^- 
3d.  Skirmish  at  crossing  of  Clearwater  at  Kamiah.    Date  July  13,  1977. 
4th.  Night  attack  upon  our  caoip  at  Camas  Me«dnWB.    Date,  August  SO,  1^. 
The  cavalry  has  en /aged  tbe  enemy  nine  times: 
1st.  Captain  Perry's  engagement,  Jane  17,  1S77 ;  White  Bird  CaBon. 
2d.  CapUin  Whipple's  akirmlsh  with  Looking  Olaas,  Jnl;  1, 1877,  at  Forks  ot  C\a! 

3d.  Skirmish  of  July  3. 1877,  near  Cottonwood  Creek. 

4th.  Skirmish  of  Jaly  4,  1977  at  Norton's  Ranch. 

.''itb.  Skirmish  at  the  Wey-ipe,  July  17,  lcfr7. 

Sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth,  were  in  coQJaaotiou  with  the  infantry  aDdartillt" 
as  named  above. 

The  nnmher  of  miles  marched  by  tbe  active  colamn  of  infaotrj  and  artillery  dori: 
the  campaign  thus  far  ia  over  eight  bnndred. 
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Tbe  namber  of  miles  in  tbe  Mddle  b;  the  cavalry  nowiriCh  me, daring  aaiue  period, 
ia  aa  followe : 

UUm. 

Company  [  (Curr's),  in  saddle , 1,256 

Cunipauy  C  (WBener'B),  in  saiidle I,lfi4 

Couipanj  B  (Jackson's),  in  uuldle 1,017 

-Company  K  (Bendire's),  i a  saddle B66 

From  Kamiah  to  Henry  Lake,  at  which  point  the  oavatry  and  infantry  arrived 
together,  the  command  was  marchinf;  oonlinuoiuty  withont  a  day's  halt  'X  days, 
making  an  average  of  19.3  niilrs  a  day ;  baggage  carried  generally  by  pack-tralna,  the 
Indian  trail  from  Kamiah  to  the  Bitter  lioot  Valley  beiugimpasssible  for  wagons.  The 
command  snfiered  often  for  want  of  shoea,  overcoats,  and  nnderclotbing  darine  the 
latter  part  of  the  murcb,  owing  to  the  rapidity  of  the  march  and  the  dilBcatty  of  pro- 
onring  the  snppliea  in  Montaoa.  Another  cante  of  terionsembaTraasment  has  been  the 
abaolnte  want  of  money  by  every  department,  ami  the  necessity  of  giving  vouchers 
that  do  not  even  pledge  the  credit  of  tbe  govemment.  The  weather  has  usually  been 
warm  by  day,  but  of  1al«  Ibe  nights  eioaedingiy  cold,  water  freezing  In  basin  over- 
night an  inch  thick  at  Henry  Lake,  and  also  at  other  camps. 

The  command  baa  liveil  on  the  country  as  much  as  possible,  and  supplies  have  been 
pnrahRsed  from  the  small  villages  along  tbe  rente  as  far  as  their  scanty  stores  wotild 
go.  Accompanying  this  report  is  a  list  uiviug  recognition  of  service  and  reoommend- 
ing  brevet  promntions  or  other  substantial  reward. 

Though  nnder  known  interpretation  of  law  onr  campaign  against  hostile  Indians  tb 
not  recognized  as  war,  yet  as  it  bos  been  a  severer  tax  upon  the  energies  of  offloere  and 
men  than  any  period  of  the  same  length  of  our  late  civil  war,  snrely  some  method  most 
be  fonnd  to  encoarage  and  properly  reword  snob  gallaotry  and  services  hardly  ever 
excelled. 

Very  respectfnity,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD,  . 
BrigmtHtr-Gmaral  U.  S.  A.,  CoumtaMiutg  D^artwunl  o/ Iht  VoltnMti. 

OOLONBL  OIBBOH  POINTS  OUT  ERROR  m  REPORT. 

Colonel  OibboD  points  out  an  error  in  my  report  made  at  Henry  Lake 
as  to  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  St- rgeant  Satberlaud,  as  t'ollows : 

I  received  no  dispatch  from  yon  on  the  ttth  (tbe  day  of  the  battle).  Tbe  Oral  Infor- 
mltion  received  was  a  dispatch  by  the  hands  of  aoltisen  courier  named  MoOitleo,  who 
reached  our  position  at  6.30  a.  m.  of  tbe  10th,  after  all  hostile  operations  affainst  lu 
had  ceased;  a  sergeant  of  cavalry  came  in  from  our  train  later  in  tbe  day,  bringing  a 
dlapatcb  of  au  earlier  date,  having  spent  the  night  previous  at  the  train.  This  was,  I 
presame,  the  Sergeant  Sutherland  yon  refer  to. 

Sutherlauil'a  report  to  mf,  in  aaawer  to  my  reference  to  him,  is  as 
followa:  he  arrived,  as  he  etstes.at  this  »apply  camp,  at  11  a.  m.  of  the 
day  of  the  battle,  but  did  uot  reach  Colonel  OihboD  himself  till  6  a.  m. 
of  the  next  day.  (This  vas  tbe  day  preceding  the  Indians'  withdrawal 
at  U  p.  ro.  at  nigbt.)  Surely  I  am  glad  to  put  tbe  matter  Just  in  accord- 
ance with  tbe  facts. 

GENERAL   HOWARD'S   REQUEST  FOB  RE-ENFORCEMENT. 

In  answer  to  the  rollowing  application: 

[TtleEnoi  Wntoni  Uolon  Line] 

Portland,  Oregon,  Julg  2, 1877. 
Adjutant- Genkbal  DivUion  Pacijio,  San  FrancUro,  Cal.  : 

From  camp  on  Salmon  River  near  mouth  White  Bird,  Jnne  30tli,  just  received  tele- 

"  Senil  following  to  Assistant-Adjutant- General,  Military  Division  Pacific : 
"  'Please  ask  General  Sherman  to  send  one  regiment  of  infantry  for  duty  in  this 
department.  This  force  will  be  uevded  for  permanent  occupation  as  well  as  for 
the  present  Indian  difliculties.  I  consider  this  regiment  necessary,  as  the  Indlatui 
thronghout  tbe  northern  and  eastern  parts  of  the  department  are  very  restlcM  and 
nneasy.    Tbe  citizen  volunteers  serve  only  tor  a  short  period.    If  one  of  the  infantry 
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Stall  to  &«n  FrauoiwNi,  thenoe  by  atcwmr  to  Fen- 
teea  dajs  Irom  OMBha.'" 

WOOD, 
Adjutaat-Gfmra  I. 
RB-ENPORGBHENTS  EN  ROUTE. 

On  Jul^  16  I  received  information  that  the  Second  Infantry  was  en 
rovte  to  my  Department,  to  be  placed  at  my  diaposal. 

Thongb  my  force  might  eeem  safflciently  large,  when  reckoned  by  com- 
panies, the  present  organization  ia  snch  that  tbe  number  of  effectives 
was  painfolly  small,  and  I  felt  much  relieved  at  baving  a  new  snpply 
of  troops  to  fill  tbe  troublesome  vacancies. 


This  regiment,  on  reaching  my  department^  was  forwarded,  with  its 
impedimenia,  without  delay  to  Lewititoo,  wbere  Colonel  Alfred  Snlly. 
Twenty  brfit  InfaQtry,  was  commandant,  and  bad  already  received  in- 
strnctiouH  bow  to  dispose  of  tbe  new  regiment. 

Wishing  to  bave  some  force  to  operate  wbere  I  bad  originally  intend- 
ed to  conduL-t  my  immediate  command,  that  is,  to  march  by  the  Mullau 
road  to  the  Bitter  Root  Valley,  and  maku  a  demonstration  to  intimidate 
the  .Northern  ludians,  as  well  as  to  bead  off  Joseph  should  be  tiira 
northward,  I  ordered  Colonel  Wheatou,  with  his  entire  regiment,  and 
Companies  F  (Perry'it)  and  H  (Trimble's)  of  tbe  First  Cavalry,  to  move 
along  tbe  route  indicated,  and  ostensibly  to  form  a  junction  with  me  at 
Missoula,  Mont.,  my  then  objective  poiut. 

Colonel  Watkins,  inspector  of  Indian  affairs,  accompanied  this  col- 
umn, to  represent  the  Interior  Department,  and  I  sent  my  aide-de  camp, 
First  Lieut.  M.  C  Wilkinson,  witli  a  letterofiustructions,  to  represent 
myself  at  the  Indian  couucila  heretofore  promised, 

IMPLUEMCE  OP  THIS  COLUMN. 

K  The  letter  of  Colonel  Watkins  and  the  official  report  of  Lieuteuaut 
Wilkinson  accompany  this  report,  as  Appendices  D  and  E,  respectively, 
and  furnish  a  detailed  account  of  dealings  with  tbe  Indians,  under  pro- 
tection of  tbe  troopp,  by  which  tbe  attention  of  at  least  a  thonsand  mal- 
contents was  fully  occupied,  aud  they  were  prevented  from  either  going 
themselves,  or  seudtug  iiid  to  the  hostiles. 

FIKAL  DISPOSAL  OP  LEFT  COLUMN. 

On  August  0,  my  right  column  oeing  then  in  the  upper  end  of  Bitter 
Boot  Valley,  sud  Gibbon  in  close  proximity  to  tbe  Indiana  in  tbe  Big 
Hole  Valley,  who,  having  left  their  usual  route,  were  moving  to  the 
sontb  iustend  of  tbe  north,  no  emergency  could  then  arise  that  would 
require  tbe  Second  Infantry  out  of  Idaho.  Therefore  orders  were  sent 
to  Colonel  Wheatou, directing,  that  alter  he  had  completed  tbe  more  im- 
mediate and  important  object  of  his  movement,  he  return  by  slow 
marches  to  the  vicinity  of  Lewiston  ;  giving  him  the  general  situation 
ol  affairs,  requiring  bim  to  co-operate  with  the  Indian  Department,  and 
indicating  tbe  disposition  of  officers  and  troops  ou  bis  arrival.  A  dis- 
patch inclosing  a  copy  of  Wheaton's  instructions  was  sent  through  Col- 
onel Sully  at  Lewiston,  Tbe  communication  seut  direct  to  Colonel 
Wheaton  was  received  by  him  August  17,  1877,  trom  the  hands  of  Sec- 
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ond  Lieut  H.  L.  Bailey,  TweDty-flret  Inftintry,  wUo  had  been  intrasted 
with  the  task  or  carrying  tbe  dispatch  froiu  near  Missoala,  via  the  Mai- 
Ian  road,  to  Wheaton'a  columu. 

WHEATON'S  BEPOBT. 

The  rollowing  day,  Angust  18,  Golonel  Wheaton  forwarded  to  me  the 
aokDowledgiuent  of  bis  receipt  of  this  order,  and  accompaaied  his  letter 
with  his  official  report  of  the  mnvpmenta  of  his  commaDd,  dated  Spo- 
kane River,  near  Falls,  Angust  18,  1877. 

He  had  previously,  under  date  of  Augaat  10,  reported  to  me  his  arri- 
val at  the  Spokane  bridge,  where  be  was  to  meet  Colonel  Watkins,  aud 
hold  council  with  the  Indians.  He  says  in  thisdispatch  that  he  has  not 
faeani  from  me  since  be  left  Lewistou  ;  allades  to  the  difficulty  of  in- 
ducing courierH  to  carry  commuaicatious  on  the  lx>-Lo  trail  j  to  the  good 
effect  his  march  bad  in  quieting  Indians,  &c.  Both  these  reports  were 
received  by  me  at  the  same  time,  September  13,  1877,  while  I  was  on 
Clark's  Fork,  Montana.     Tht>y  accompauy  this  at)  Appendices  F  and  Q. 

PBBSBKT  STATION  OP  SECOND  IKPAKTEY. 

Id  obedieuf»A  to  nnlers,  this  left  columu  retnrued,  by  slow  marches, 
through  tbe  Spokaoe  country  to  Lewistou,  near  which  place  the  Second 
Infantry  is  located.  It  has  tbive  important  outposts,  one  ut  Mount 
Idaho,  one  at  Spokane  Falls,  aud  one  at  Fort  (Jolville.  Colonel  Wheat- 
ou's  full  official  report  has  been  asked  for,  and,  if  received  in  time,  will 
be  attached. 

BESEEVB  COLUMN. 

Tbe  object  of  tbe  reserve  column,  under  command  of  Maj.  John  Oreeo, 
First  Cavalry,  is  set  forth  in  General  Field  Orders  No,  2,  dated  Eamiab, 
July  16, 1877,  and  fully  explained  In  my  report  from  Henry  Lake,  Mon- 
tana, to  which  I  respectfully  refer. 

QOOD  EFFECT  OF  THE  BESEBVE  COLUMK. 

The  presence  of  this  column  bad  the  good  effect  of  allaying  the  excite- 
ment in  the  neighborhood  of  tbe  first  outbreak.  It  protected  my  base 
of  supplies  and,  more  tbau  all,  gave  me  uontidence  that  the  cuemy  conid 
Dot  double  on  his  trail,  which  be  several  times  threatened  to  do,  with- 
out being  promptly  met  in  tbe  mountain  passes  by  an  efficient  force 
under  a  tried  commander.  Knowing  that  there  were  malcontents  in  the 
hostile  camp,  who  were  displeased  with  the  line  of  march  which  day  by 
da;  lengthened  the  distance  between  them  and  their  homes,  and  hear- 
ing that  some  of  these  bad  set  out  to  Idaho  on  tbe  Elk  City  trail,  I 
ordered  that  trail  to  be  carefully  scouted  by  a  strong  force  from  tlie 
reserve  column  moving  well  forward  on  it.  Major  Oreen  sent  LIO  meu 
and  20  Indian  scouts,  under  command  of  Oapt.  E.  T.  Sumner,  First 
Cavalry,  whose  letter  reporting  the  result  of  bis  scout  is  attached  as 
Appendix  H. 


My  report  of  tbe  Nez  PercS  campaign,  previously  submitted,  of  which 
ibis  is  intended  to  be  a  supplement^,  was  dated  at  Henry  Lake,  Montana, 
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Angust  27,  1877,  and  furnished  fnll  information  of  a&iis  ap  to  that 
time  and  place. 

TDB  STAUT  FBOH  HENBY  LAKE,  MONTANA. 

On  my  letnm  from  Virginia  City  (a  jonrney  of  150  miles,  made  in  the 
shortest  poMtible  liine),  wliere  I  bail  excUiinged  dispatches  with  General 
Sherman,  Oeiivral  McDowell,  and  others,  and  bad  partially  refitted  my 
command,  with  no  furchec  delay  of  luy  part  of  the  command,  I  pushed 
directly  along  the  Imlian  trtiil  on  Monday,  Angust  2S,  1877,  at  abont 
seven  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

MOTBHENTS  OF  THF  HOSTILBS. 

Od  the  24th  1  had  received  information  from  my  scoots  that  the  bos- 
tiles  were  moving  in  the  direction  of  the  Orow  agency.  'I?bese  scoots-^ 
Bannock  Indians  ander  Mr.  Fisher — ha4l  not  paused  with  the  command, 
bnt  dnring  our  fonr  days'  rest  had  kept  on  the  Indian  trail  leading 
through  Mynhold's  Pass,  and  were  now  following  close  on  the  heels  tS 
the  enemy. 

SUPPOSED  OBJECTIVE  POINT  AND   ROOTS  OP  HOSTILES. 

Supported  by  this  definite  information.  I  was  conflrmed  io  my  opinion 
that  the  final  objective  |K>inC  of  the  hostilea  was  their  traditional  bnnt- 
ing-grounds  lu  the  tHiffalo  country  of  the  Upper  MiBSonri.  Therefore,  I 
believed  that  the  route  of  the  enemy,  conforming  t«  the  featurra  of  the 
country,  would  be  through  National  Park  to  Musselshell  Valley^  by- 
way of  Clarke's  Fork,  or  possibly  leadint;  further  south  by  way  of  some 
point  between  Crow  agency  and  the  Stlukingwater,  crossing  to  the 
valley  of  the  Musselshell. 

ACTION  taej:n. 

Acting  on  this  supposition,  I  had,  on  the  24th  of  Angust,  detached 
three  companies  nnder  Captain  Cushing,  and  sent  them  via  Fort  Ellis 
to  Crow  agency,  with  instructions  to  procnre  additional 'force  en  roHte, 
and  oi>erate  in  advance  of  hostilea,  white  1  pursued  the  direct  trail. 
The  inlentioQ  was  for  this  column  to  operate  from  Crow  agency  and 
head  olT  the  Indians  as  they  attempted  to  pass  out  into  the  valley  of 
Clarke's  Fork,  as  explained  in  the  following  letter  of  instructions : 

LETTER  TO   CAPTAIN   CUSHINO. 

Hbadquartbrb  Departhent  of  the  Cot.uuKtA,  in  the  Field, 

Ok  the  Road,  J/oduon  ToHej,  Stpttmbtr  35,  1877. 
Sir:  In  comptiaDce  with  telegraphic  instiuctiona  from  divisioD  headquarters  j-oa 
will  act  in  conuection  with  this  commanil  DDtil  fnrtber  onlera.    You  will  proceed,  with 
jour  ciimpany  (C,  Fourth  Altillerj),  Field's  (L,  Fourtli  Artillorj),  and  Norwood'a  ([>, 
Second  Cavalry)  immcdiatttlj  to  Fort  Ellis,  Hout. 

Thence  bcttidea  the  above,  j-ou  will  take  wbat  troopB  can  be  spared  from  tb«  post 
(Ellis),  and  prccred  towards,  or  to  the  ueighburbuod  of,  the  Crow  agency,  and  endeavfw 
to  bead  off  boatile  Nez  Perc6s.  Communicate  with  Colonel  SlurgiB  and  with  these 
headqnaitcrH.  Procure  at  Fort  Ellis  «,000  ratioDS  of  bacon,  hard  bread  or  flour,  Iiean:t, 
engar,  coffee,  Soaji,  salt,  and  pe])per,  and  4,000  rationg  of  vinegar,  to  accompany  yonr 
colauin,  and  await  this  cuDimaDd  at  or  near  Crow  ageacy. 
By  order  of  Brig.-Gen.  O.  O.  Howard  : 

OUY  HOWARD, 
Second  LUHttnant  Taelflh  Infanlrii,  Acting  Ault-de-Cnmp. 
Capt.  H.  C.  Cl'SHiKr,,  v         .^        «  .  -r- 

Fourth  ArtiUtrs. 
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OAFTAIK  ClTSHINO'a  DETAOHHBNT — BE8ULT  EXPECTED. 

It  will  be  remarked  tUat  this  detachment  had  m^ide  no  delay,  but  bad 
received  ita  ordem  en  route,  and  at  I  he  time  of  my  reDewal  of  my  march 
on  tbe  28th  was  already  four  days  on  tbe  road. 

Knowing  Captain  Cashing';)  energy  and  the  ample  time  he  would  have 
to  act,  and  believing  hu  would  be  promptly  assisted  to  the  very  letter 
of  my  iustructioua,  I  confidently  hoped  to  find  him  holding  the  enemy 
in  cbech  with  at  least  the  force  1  hatl  detached  him  with. 

SANITABV  OONDITHiN  OF  COMMAND. 

My  own  delay  was  reluctantly  forced  from  me  by  the  official  reports 
of  my  me<lical  offlcers,  that  my  command  was  unfitted  for  farther  ex- 
posure and  labor,  especially  in  regard  to  the  destitution  of  clothing,  not 
jjom  any  weariness  or  debility  of  my  own,  as  seemed  at  the  tiue  to  be 
tbe  impression  with  itome  of  my  military  superiors.  The  medical  reports 
referred  to  are  appended. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  MEDICAL  BBFOBTS. 

I  make  the  following  extracts : 

Asst.  Surg.  W.  K.  Hall  reports  to  Capt.  M.  P.  Miller,  commandiag 
artillery  battalion: 

*  *  *  Many  of  the  sDliated  men  are  unable  to  march,  and  they  ore  all  iMj-weuy. 
*  *  *  I  coosider  tbat  yonr  command  is  onftt  to  ta^e  the  field  witboat  at  least  one 
week's  rest,  and  longer  time  would  be  advisable.  ■  •  ■  I  repeat  that  thej  ore  UDfit 
to  take  the  field  again  withont  a  long  re&t. 

Captain  Miller  closes  his  indorsemeot  on  this  report  by  this  stotemeut : 
"  Fifteen  men,  at  least,  will  have  to  be  left  to-morrow." 

Maj.  C.  T.  Alexander,  sargeon  ITuited  States  Army,  my  chief  medi- 
cal officer,  Id  his  indorsement  to  the  same  report,  says: 

The  ommand  ie  very  deflcient  in  overcoats,  blankets,  uncks,  and  ahoea.  •  ■  • 
Some  of  tbe  men  already  complain  of  rheumatic  paina.     •    *     ■     Unless  the  men  are 

Rroperly  provided,  Ac,  many  casesof  rhenmatism  and  other  diseaseaare  to  be  expected 
1  a  abort  time. 
Asst.  Snrg,  J.  A.   Fitzgerald,   on  duty  with  the  cavalry  battallioo, 
reports  as  follows: 

■  '  '  Within  the  past  ten  days,  in  additioD  to  ailmentA,  Ac,  prescribed  for,  bnt 
not  excused  from  duty,  the  aick-list  bas  increased  frum  0  to  9  *  *  *  from  oatisea 
incident  to  tbe  campaign.  •  •  ■  Privation  of  rest  from  many  caases,  ADd  a  short 
and  indifferently  prepared  ration  of  food. 

Surg.  C.  T.  Alexander  indorses  this  report,  snyiag,  among  other  things ; 

WlthoDt  an  inane  of  suitable  clothing,  tbe  oommsod  is  not  in  a  fit  oondittoa  to  oon- 
tloae  fleld-eerviceia  this  region,  and  must  Tapidly,rratDrbenmatism  and  other  diseasaa, 
become  worthless. 

INFORMATION  BEOBIVBD. 

Hardly  had  my  colnmn  begna  its  march  on  the  morning  of  tbe  2Sth, 
wben  I  was  met  by  a  most  wretched  flgare,  wore  and  ragged.  He  was 
one  of  the  tourist  party,  surprised  in  the  Lower  Geyser  Basin  by  a 
baud  of  the  hostiles.  Later  in  the  day  we  picked  ap  Mr.  Oldham,  one 
of  his  companions  in  misery.  Mr.  Oldham  was  shot  through  the  face, 
and  was  in  a  famished  condition ;  bat  1  was  enabled  to  get  reliable  infor- 
mation from  bim,  confirming  and  enlarging  on  what  I  had  already  re- 
ceived.   'The  uextdsy  information  accnmnlated  by  my  receiving  aocoant 
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of  the  scoDt  mode  by  LieateDant  SchoAeld,  Second  Cavalry,  and  by  mj 
mewenger  biiDging  word  from  my  own  Bconta. 

DISPATOQBS  BBNT. 

Tbe  situation,  my  actions,  and  my  plans  were  somewhat  explained  ia 
the  following  dispatches  sent  that  night  from  my  second  camp  on  the 
MadiaoD  Kirer : 

HEAD4UABTces  Dkparthemt  of  thb  Coluvbu, 
In  Ik*  Field,  Camp  ■rar  kead  of  Caim  wfl  of  Lo»tr  Geftr  Baiin,  n>^ 
Augatt  29, 1877—8  p.  m. 
To  Assistant  Adjutant^ knbsal, 

Militarg  Diiition  of  the  Pacific,  San  fVanciioo,  Cal.: 

IniliknB  still  aim  northward;  bearing  east  to  avoid  m;  troopB.  Seat  CnsblngfiTe 
days  ago  with  tbree  companlea,  and  mora  from  Kilis,  if  powible,  to  operate  fmni  Cmif 
ageDcy  in  advaace  of  bustilen.  HosIUps  miiT  y^t  go  aoutlicast  to  escape  the  diSeTCui 
delaohineDts  moving  toirard  them.  They  eroded  the  VellowBtone  Sonday  Iaa[,b«lo' 
the  lake.  Oae  party  of  citiEens  reported  masBacredin  National  Park  have  all  coiueii 
»live,  except  one. 


HBADqUAKTERS   DRPARTMB.VT  OF  TUB   COLUMBIA, 

In  the  Fitid,  Camp  nmr  head  of  Canon  wot  of  Lower  UrjrMr  Barin, 
Augntl  29,  IdTT— 8  p.  m. 
To  CiiMMASDiNQ  Offickb,  Fort  Ellin,  UoBl.: 

Pleiuie  communlcale  with  oCBcer  in  command  Seventh  Cavali^,  probably  Colontl 
SturgU.  Netrs  of  ludianii  crossing  the  Yellpwstone,  near  Hud  Springs,  below  Salpfan' 
Hills,  oome  from  two  of  the  party  of  nina  from  Helena  thought  to  be  killed  thtn 
SuniUy  last.  It  is  probable  that  the  Inilians  will  go  by  Clarke'«  Fork,  or  make  a  widtr 
detotir,  it  bothered  l>y  trno|>B,  in  onler  to  reach  the  Yellowstone  again  below.  I  do  not 
thiok  they  will  go  to  Wind  Kiver  conntry  nnlt»s  forced  in  that  direction.  I  shall 
pareae  their  trail,  and  wish  Gushing,  with  his  oommand,  to  press  out  beyond  Crot 
agency,  communicaling  with  Colonel  Sturgis,  or  Joining  him  if  be  deems  it  brat. 
Surry  to  have  Nor wooif  detached,  for  Cushing's  commana  mnst  be  kept  lai^  enougt 
to  take  care  of  itself,  protect  my  supplies,  and  hinder  Indians  from  going  Dortbw^ 
if  he  meets  them.     So  inform  Colonel  Oibbon. 

Telegraph  General  Crook  in  my  name  as  follows:  Indians  will  cling  to  Yellowstanr 
country.  Stnrgis  and  part  of  my  command  are  beading  them  from  tbe  north.  Tbry 
may  break  toward  the  east  or  sontheast,  at  the  rat«  of  thirty  miles  a  day,  on  discor- 
eriog  their  situation.  If  so,  please  watch  out  for  them  from  Fort  Reno  by  scouts  fat 
out,  and  also  from  Camp  Brown  or  Wind  Biver  teeervation. 

HOWAHD. 
Commanding  Dtpartment  of  Colnnibia. 

The  first  party  of  eleven,  reported  massaored,  are  all  alive  and  accounted  foe  tiai 
Hr.  Corwin,    Hr.Oldham.shoithroagh  tbe  face,  not  daoKSTonaly  wounded,  is  with  ni. 

HOWARD, 
Brigadicr-GeHeral,  Commanding  Dcparhnmt  of  Colnntbia. 

This  latter  dispatch  was  triplicated  for  General  Crook's  and  Colonel 
Gibboii's  information,  as  I  deemed  it  exceedingly  importniit  that  inj' 
leading  coliimn  under  Cusbing  should  be  made  iodependeut  and  assisted 
to  the  utmost  speed. 

QENEBAL  0RDBB8  TO  COMUAIID. 

At  this  time,  on  considering  the  physical  and  mental  condition  of  my 
commaod,  I  thought  it  best  to  issue  tbe  following  order,  which  is  a  glance 
at  tbe  work  done,  with  a  cheerful  look  at  that  still  before  us: 
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*1  Field  Onlen  Ho.  e.| 


Hbadquarters  Dkpartubnt  of  the  Columbia, 
In  the  Field,  Camp  CaHon,  Wgomin^,  Augiui  99,  1877. 

After  the  briefeat  rest,  wbich  van  Tendered  imperatively  DecesBary  by  the  extreme 
fatiKae  of  the  men  aod  ibe  exhaiutted  state  of  the  gnpplies,  the  pnrauit  of  the  enemy 
Ui4e  been  resamed,  a  purstiit  which  it  is  believed  will  only  end  in  his  capture  or  ia 
driving  him  beyond  the  boundaries  of  our  territory. 

The  general  commanding  takeii  this  opportunity  of  expressing  to  men  and  ofQceis 
his  thoroagb  appreuiation  of  the  labors  they  have  performed.  After  oontendine  for 
two  days  against  snperior  numbers,  tbey  drove  their  enemy  in  headlong  flight  from 
fortified  positions,  and  forced  him  to  abandon  the  country  for  which  he  fought  and  to 
seek  refage  in  the  rugged  paths  of  barren  mountains,  lie  wb«  followed  into  these  fast- 
nesses, now  roblied  by  the  retreat  of  the  hostile  band  of  even  the  scanty  forage  they 
once  poBsessed,  and  In  thirty-one  dnys  the  command  traversed  a  distance  of  540  njiles, 
constructing  a  road  mnch  of  the  way,  twice  crossing  the  chain  of  mounrains  which 
constitDtethegreat  continental  divide,  and  pressing  ho  closely  upon  the  wearied  enemy ■ 
Bs  to  force  him  relncCantty  to  relinquish  the  fertile  valleys  where  he  songht  rest,  com- 
pelling him  to  forego  all  marauding  excursions  from  his  line  of  march,  pushing  htm 
from  the  settlements;  and  it  is  believed  these  exertions  fonnd  arewardin  bringing 
iKlief  to  brave  couirades,  who  were  closely  piessBil  by  the  enemy,  and  certainly  to  par- 
ties  uf  civilians  exposed  to  outrage. 

The  campaign  was  begun  with  the  minimum  allowance  of  summer  clothing,  and, 
with  no  renewal  of  supplies,  has  been  continued  into  the  heart  of  mountains,  where 
day  brings  the  oppressive  heat  and  dust  uf  August,  and  night  the  ice  and  piercing 
Hinds  of  Decemlier. 

The  surgeon's  reports  show  the  effects  of  exposure  and  hardships  that  have  already 
been  passed  through,  and  the  insulBcicnt  bedding  and  clothiug  and  tattered  shoes 
attest  those  still  bravely  endured. 

The  general  is  not  ignorant  that  two  companies  are  destitute  of  overcoats,  and  that 
a  Hiill  greater  number  of  the  command  are  without  ihem  by  the  sacrilice  of  these 
garments  on  the  day  of  battle  to  ths  necessilies  of  tlie  wounded.  He  is  aware  that 
many  men  of  this  command  have  not  underclothing  sufficient  to  prcHerve  health  and 
cleanliness :  their  condition  in  this  respect  is  deplorable ;  but  being  far  removed  from 
our  base  of  supplies,  thongh  every  exertion  has  been  made,  thenusettled  and  destitute 
condition  of  the  country  in  wbich  we  are  operating  renders  it  extremely  dilBcult  to 
■sake  adei|iuite  provisions  for  the  inuirH  comfort,  for  snub  has  been  the  rapidity  of  our 
niBrch  that  supplies  pressing  after  it  have  not  been  ahlo  to  overtake  the  command. 

Themarchmay  truthfully  be  said  to  hitve  been  an  incessant  "forced  march,"  in  which 
a  command,  composed  partially  of  foot  troojis,  in  thirty-one  days  gained  fifteen  days 
on  a  body  of  the  l)est-monnted  Indians  in  the  world  ;  but  specially  may  be  nienlioned 
the  march  made  by  the  cavalry  command  under  Ma j.  George  B,  Sanford,  First  Cav- 


alry, directed  by  MsJ.  Edwin  C  Mason,  Twenty-tirat  Infantry,  chief  of  statf  and  depart- 
ment inspector- general,  of  more  than  70  miles  in  two  days;  that  of  the  artillery  and 
iufajilry  battalions  nnder  Captains  Miller,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  Miles,  Twenty-first 


Infautry,  of  46  miles  in  one  day,  wagons  partially  ousisLing ;  and  that  of  Captain  Cusk- 
■Dg's  and  Captain  Field's  companies,  Fourth  Artillery,  of  56  miles  in  one  day. 

The  honle  of  Indian  marauders,  with  their  vast  band  of  horses,  swept  their  path 
clean  of  sntmistence,  forage,  and  supplies,  so  that  where  they  had  abundance  our  ration 
was  scanty.  Several  times  have  the  larger  portions  of  the  command,  of  neceasiCy,  been 
twenty-four  hours  without  food.  Where  their  animals  grazed  onrs  starved;  where  they 
had  a  horde  of  2,000  fresh  horses  to  replace  their  exhausted  stock,  we  found  only  the 
QeelcKs  ones  they  had  abandoned.  Nevertheless,  by  a  persistence  only  possible  with 
nlllLag  men,  we  steadily  closed  upon  them. 

With  frequent  opportunities  for  desertion,  in  the  villages  through  which  the  com- 
Dianil  passed,  the  general  is  gratitted  to  know  Ibat  only  two  men  in  his  command  were 
foQod  so  forgetful  of  their  oath  and  regardless  of  their  honor  as  to  desert  tbeir  alle- 
giaDce  aud  turn  back  from  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

It  is  impossible  to  notice,  even  brielly,  t  he  inanmerable  privatinns  of  necessity  suffered 
by  troops  operating  in  this  wild  country.  The  general  can  only  state  that  he  is  not 
onmindfnl  of  what  his  command  has  done  in  the  face  of  unusual  obstacles.  Now  that, 
*>th  scant  supplies  and  bunlencd  with  sick,  it  is  plunging  into  a  wilderness,  he  relies, 
Qnder  God,  on  that  same  disciplined  spirit  which  supports  the  United  States  soldier  in 
the  sharp  conflict  of  war  to  the  death  with  a  savage  foe,  and  sustained  him  in  tbe 
suspense,  anxiety,  and  hardship  of  a  protracted  campaign— a  spirit  that  looks  for  its 
reward  in  the  conscientious  performance  of  duty. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Howard : 

CHAELE8  E.  S.  WOOD, 
Seoond  Lientmanl  1\iienls-fir$t  Ir^anlry,  Acting  Aide-dt-Caiitp. 
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OHABACTEB  OF  COITNTST. 

The  uoQDtry  in  wbich  t  was  iioir  a|>6rating  Wiisanver-Korgr,OTCau(n. 
wfllled  in  by  precipicfs  und  choketl  by  marsh  Hiid  Dnderj^vib,  ll>« 
river  ao  winding  that  in  oue  day  it  hud  to  be  urossed  five  times,  to  ibr 
grent  delay  and  discomfort  of  tim  column. 

Thia  caiioti  opeuetl  into  the  Nalioual  Park,  a  mineral  baein  of  stetilt 
alkaliue  fiats,  and  suli)bar  bills  mottled  witli  tracts  of  stunletl  pinr^ 
the  ooantry  gUring  with  whitu  de|K>sits,  steaming  with  geysers  aod  buil- 
hig  solpbar  springs,  and  yet  furuisbing  very  good  water  and  gnu*  f  >i 
our  animals. 

MB.   OOWAH. 

Here  we  found  Mr.  Cowan  (the  last  of  the  toarists  reported  mifsi 
cred),  suffering  from  several  severe  orounds.  We  gave  him  everjaltto- 
tioD,  but  I  believe  be  died  shortly  af^er  reaching  his  home. 

OOHSTEUOTIHa    BOADS. 

Here,  too,  onr  wason-road  eoded.  (A  few  country  wagona  bad  bm 
hired  aft«renteHng  Montana, and  were  increased  by  tUoae  which  broagh 
part  of  onr  clothing  supply  from  Fort  Ellis.) 

From  this  point  to  the  banks  of  the  Yellowstone,  and  dowa  that  river, 
we  cut  and  constructed  our  own  road,  the  work  being  done  byciviliaD 
employes  under  charge  of  Capt.  W.  F.  Spurgin,  Twenty -first  Infantn. 
It  was  a  most  tedious  and  laborious  task,  and  may  t>e  apprecialM  in 
the  fact  that  a  wagon  road  through  that  aeotion  has  been  alwa;rs  coo 
aidered  by  tite  inhabitants  of  Moutuna  as  an  impoasibtlity.  Workinn 
forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  my  command  reached  the  Yellowstone, 
about  ten  miles  below  the  lake,  on  Saturday,  September  I.  The  D»t 
day  clothing  e«nt  for  arrived  from  Fort  Bllia,  and  the  commaoil  »* 
made  more  comfortable  in  clean  and  warm  clothing  than  it  bad  been  fx 
weeks  past.  I 

PEISOMBE  ESCAPED  FROM  HOST1LB8. 

On  the  evening  of  this  day  a  discharged  soldier  named  Irwio  citnir 
into  my  camp.  He  had  been  held  a  prisoner  in  the  camp  of  theenraii 
for  several  days,  but  fioully  escaped  to  us.  His  communicatioQ  tooit 
of  matters  relating  to  tbe  camp,  organizatioD,  and  discipline  of  the  ho^ 
tiles,  and  their  mode  of  marching  and  scouting,  was  tnterestiof!,  hwI 
tbe  fact  that  they  had  a  white  man  detained  as  prisoner  and  compelM 
to  act  as  guide  was  encouraging  as  showing  their  ignorance  of  tl» 
country. 

ENEMY'S  SUPPLIES. 

Ii'win  reported  them  as  uncertain  of  their  exact  whereaboats  ainl 
rather  bewildered ;  stated  that  tbey  had  an  abundance  of  clotbiog  am! 
proTiaiont<,  and  a  superabunditnce  of  fine  gnna  and  revolvers. 

IBWIN'S  BBFOBT  CONFIRMED. 

My  Indian  scouts  confirmed  Irwin's  reports  by  sending  mesttbii 
time  a  messHge  that  the  enemy  was  wandering  around  between  my  camp 
and  Clarke's  Fork,  and  three  days'  later  I  learned  that  they  bad  passeJ 
to  the  right  of  Soda  Butte,  and  were  pushing  on  toward  Clarke's  Forlu 
I  communicated  this  intelligence  to  tbe  commanding  officer  at  Fort  EHi^^ 
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aud  rested,  anxious  to  know  of  tbe  doings  of  my  co-operating  columns 
under  Cushiog  and  Sturgis.  I  heard  rumors  that  CoIod^I  Miles  was  in 
front  of  me  witli  a  strong  forcf,  but  I  always  presnmed  it  to  be  Sturgis, 
aud  so  mentioned  it  iu  my  dispatches. 

BEBUILD  YBLLOWSTONB  BBIDOE. 

At  the  bridge  over  the  Yellowstone,  Wednesday,  September  5, 1  was 
detnined  until  I  conld  repair  the  damage  wrought  by  the  hostiles  in 
tlieir  efforts  to  destroy  the  bridge  by  fire.  I  was  fortunate  at  this  time 
in  procuring  a  miner  (George  Huston]  as  guide,  who,  by  his  (wrfect 
knowledge  of  ihe  country,  saved  me  nearly  two  day's  marching. 

WEATHKB  AND  COUNTRY. 

At  this  time  the  days  were  rainy  and  the  nights  exceedingly  cold ; 
the  country  mountiiinous,  rugged,  and  densely  timbered ;  the  trails  ob- 
scure and  obstructed. 

BAIDB  OF  H08TILE8. 

My  scouts  brought  me  intelligence  of  depredatioi>s,  burning,  aud  mur- 
dering done  by  foraging  purtitiS  of  the  enemy,  one  of  which,  probably 
not  more  than  ten  in  number,  had  recrossed  the  Yellowstone  at  Bar- 
rouett's  bridge,  descended  the  river  on  the  left  bank  for  20  luilcs,  to  the 
vicinity  of  Mammoth  tSpHnga,  where  tbey  burned  a  store,  killed  a  citi- 
zen, had  a  slight  skirmish  witli  Lieutenant  Doane,  and  then  remrned, 
murdering  another  citizen  en  ro«U,  and,  alter  recrossing  the  bridge, 
burned  tlie  stringers  sufficiently  to  render  it  impassiible.  They  bad  re- 
crossed  this  bridge  just  before  our  arrival. 

CONTINUB  HABOH — HBAB  OF  8TUBGI8. 

1  now  pushed  on  as  rapidly  as  possible,  bopiug  that  by  the  shorter 
route  taken  by  my  guide  1  might  yet  iutercept  the  enemy  before  he 
reached  Clarke's  Fork.  Un  Friday,  the  Tth,  I  received  my  first  positive 
information  of  8turgis's  whereabouts,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  "Miners 
aud  others  in  the  mountains,"  which  I  took  from  bis  couriers.  I  was 
pleased  to  know  that  he  was  in  a  position  to  block  the  Indians,  as 
seemed  now  beyond  a  doubt,  they  only  having  two  outlets ;  but  I  was 
sorry  and  surprised  to  see  thut  he  had  no  suspicion  of  my  vicinity,  as  I 
bad  previoasly  sent  him,  via  Fort  Kills,  three  dispatches  in  ample  time 
for  his  receipt. 

DISPATCHES  TO   STUBQIS  AND  CDSHING. 

To  remedy  this,  I  sent  three  couriers  at  once,  a  froutiersmao,  a  French 
scout,  and  a  Crow  Indian,  all  well  acquainted  with  the  country,  none  of 
whom  reached  him.  1  also  hurried  the  following  dispatch  to  Uaptain 
Ooabing ; 

HKIUM4U4BTBBS  DSPARTHKHT  OV  THB  COLDMBtA, 
/■  lk»  Fitld,  Clarice  Tork,  nam-  Mouth  o/  CraniaWt  Creek,  Septembtr  6, 1BT7. 
CAptaln  CcBHisa, 

ComiKamdi'Rg  Detackmeni: 
ae  bring  forward  my  h 

IndUns  &re  between  D  „   ,  »  .  -  .    .  _. 

"By  marctiiiig  toward  Clarku'it  Foik  yon  will  be  leody  to  re-enforce  either  Colonel 
Stargis  or  mjoelt. 
yonra,  truly, 

PIe*ae  forward  iocloeed  dispatch  i'i  BozenuD. 
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INDIANS  HOT  INTBBCBPTBD. 

Od  reachiDg  the  inontfa  orGraiiilxll'BGreek,!  wasdisftppoiotcdtofind 
tliat  the  iDtliaiis  uust  have  swept  into  Clarke's  Fork  VatlBy  and  down  it 
only  alwut  a  day  before  I  arrived  there.  Bnt  I  Telt  encourHged  bv  the 
reflectiou  that  iSturgiH,  accordiug  to  his  commanicatioa,  would,  for  days 
yet,  l>e  hi  the  vicitiily  of  Heart  Mountain,  where  he  could  easily  walcit 
botli  the  Clarke's  Fork  aud  Stinkiugwater  trailN.  Tbat  we  were  iu  close 
l»roximit.v  lo  the  enemy  was  showii  by  our  finding  at  this  time  a  camp 
lie  had  just  left,  aud  in  wbicb  our  advflDce  scouts  killed  au  lodiaii 
straggler. 

My  coiitiuual  effort  bad  been  to  shorteu  my  own  liae  of  march  b.( 
bearing  to  tbe  northeast  of  the  Indian  trail ;  and  feeliup;  confident  that  I 
was  only  one  day  behind  the  enemy,  I  moved  out  of  camp  on  the  lOtb, 
almoft  expecting  to  engage  him  myself  or  to  find  Sturgis  come  to  blovg 
with  bim :  but,  misled  by  falne  information,  Sturgia  had  left  his  position 
at  Heart  Mountain  and  bnrried  to  the  Stinkingwater  crossing,  leaving 
Joseph  a  clear  path  out  into  the  lower  basin  of  Clarke's  Fork. 

Bead  couriers,  miners,  and  prospectors  were  found  in  this  vicinity  iu 
fearful  frequency,  showing  how  difficult  it  bail  been  for  Bturgis  and  me 
to  communicate. 

FOBCED  HABCH  OP  THE  ADVANCE  UNDEB   STUBQIS. 

When  he  discovered  his  mistake,  Sturgis  instantly  coantermarched 
with  all  speed,  »ud  by  the  evening  of  the  11th  was  within  four  miles  of 
me.  I  went  to  him  and  assumed  command,  arranged  with  him  forn 
series  of  forced  marches  to  begin  on  tbe  morrow,  reinforcing  him  as  ex- 
pressed in  tbe  following  letter,  wbicli  was  sent  to  him  at  tbia  time;  tlie 
calvary  company  alluded  to  was  increased  to  50  men,  on  selected 
horses,  and  was  under  command  of  Captain  Bendire,  First  Cavalry: 

llRAEKtL-ARTKRS  DkPARTMBNT  OF  THE  COLUMBIA, 

In  the  Field,  Camp  Hall,  Clarke'*  Fork,  ntar  BrUgrr  t'roinng,  H'somimg, 

Sqtttmber  11,  ItfTI. 
Culonkl:  Aa  our  ton:e»  have  fomed  JauctioD,  I  OMnme  command  of  bolb  vhilc 
operatiiiK  toK''tliur  agaiiist  tlio  lioetile  Nei  PerciSB, 

As  yon  Biiff^teHteil  and  have  already  ordered,  please  cnutinne  the  puranit  on  the  Inii 
of  the  ttidianH,  and  endeavor  to  overtake  Ihen. 

1  will  atreouthen  ynnr  force  by  a  detachmeut  from  my  immediate  commaiid,  uudpr 
M^or  Sanforil,  Fint  Cavalry;  tbia  will  consist  of  one  company  of  cavalry,  uDmbering 
50  men.  Lieutenant  Otis'ii  howitier  battery,  aud  the  sconta,  &  In  DnmbOT,  now  at  tbe 
front,  under  Ihe  charf;e  of  my  nide-de'Camp,  Llentenant  Fletcher. 

I  wilt  follow  yaa  with  the  remainder  of  my  command  nii  rapidly  ae  posaibte.    Plcai*. 
through  the  acuuta,  keep  me  informed  of  year  nherashoDts,  and  anything  ooncemin; 
the  Indiana  that  I  ought  to'know. 
Yonra,  reapectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWABD, 
Aigadier-Omtral,  Commanding  EjjK^ilivK. 
Col.  S.  D.  8ti.'BGI8. 

Siren lA  Cavalrj/. 

As  I  have  been  blamed  by  some  for  not  being  personally  present  iu 
the  running  fight  tbat  ensued,  1  may  here  say  that  it  would  have  grati- 
fied me  to  have  pressed  ou,  buti  thought  it  due  to  Citloael  Sturgis,  then 
somewhat  disappointed  at  tbe  Indians'  escape  from  him  at  Heart 
Mountain,  to  give  blm  tbe  opportunity  be  coveted,  to  command  my 
advance. 

COLONEL  MILEa'B  FIBST  INFOBHATION  SENT  TO  HIM. 

By  five  o'clock  the  next  morning,  Stugis  was  ou  tbe  road,  and  he 

by  evening,  having  muck  distanced  my  immediate  command,  I  for- 
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warded  to  him  the  followiog  dispatcb,  iu  duplicate,  to  be  gotten  to  Col- 
ODel  Miles,  at  Tougue  River,  at  all  hazards,  oue  to  go  by  courier  And  one 
by  boat  down  the  Yellowstone,  Major  Merrill,  Seventh  Cavalry,  had 
shown  me  that  I  could  reach  Colonel  Miles  sooner  by  way  of  this  river 
than  by  any  other  route,  for  I  now  felt  that  since  Sturgia  had  become 
partof  the  pursuing  force,  it  rested  with  Milesalone  to  take  a  diagonal 
line  of  march  and  intercept  the  hostiles : 

Headquarters  Dbpartmknt  oi'  the  Columbia, 
In  the  Field,  Bridger  Crat$iag,  Clarke't  Fork,  lygomiug,  Sfptember  12, 1877. 
Colonel  ;  While  Colonel  Sturgis  was  Hcoatinf(  toward  StinkiDf^nater,  the  Tadiann, 
and  my  force  in  cloae  pureait,  passed  by  his  right,  anil  then  alter  a  short  detour  tnmed 
to  Clarke's  Fork,  and  liy  forced  marches  avoided  Slnrgis  completely. 

I  have  sent  Sturgis  with  Major  Sanfnrd,  Firet  Cavalry,  and  Lieutenant  Otis,  Fourth 
Artillery,  with  howitziir  battery,  in  fastest  puniuit,  and  am  myself  fallowing  as  rapidly 
tu  possible  with  the  remainder  of  my  own  immediate  command.  The  Indians  are  re- 
ported goinf;  dowu  Clarke's  Fork  and  straight  toward  the  Mnsselshell.  They  will,  in 
all  probability,  cross  the  Yellowstone  near  the  mouth  of  Clarke's  Fork,  and  make  all 
baste  to  join  a  band  of  hostile  Sioux.  They  will  use  every  exertion  to  reach  the  Mus- 
eelahell  country,  and  form  this  junction,  and  as  they  make  exceedingly  long  marches, 
it  will  require  nnusnal  activity  to  intercept  or  overtake  them.  learnestly  request  you 
to  make  every  elfort  iu  your  power  t4i  prevent  tbe  escape  of  this  hostile  band,  and  at 
least  hold  them  in  check  until  I  can  overtake  them.  Please  send  me  return  courier 
'with  information  of  your  and  the  hostiles'  whereabouts,  your  intended  movements, 
and  any  other  information  I  ought  to  know. 
Very  iMpectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 
Brigadier-Gimeral,  CmiMiiiidiiiir  Expedition  agaiiut  Boilile  Net  Prroit. 
Col.  Nblson  a.  MiLtM, 

Fifth  Iiifaiitrg. 

OHABAOTBB   OF   COUNIKY  OF  FINAL  OPEBATIOMS. 

The  conntry  from  the  valley  of  Clarke's  Fork  to  the  Bear  Paw  Mount- 
ains, where  tbe  chnse  terminated,  is  of  the  same  general  character: 
rolling  table-land  cut  by  bluffs  and  crooked  -water-gulches;  the  soil 
sedimentary,  a  clayey  loam,  viry  clogging  to  march  in,  wearying  both 
men  and  horses;  the  stouy  plains,  covered  with  stunted  cactus,  known 
as  (irickly  pear,  annoying  the  horses' feet;  the  water  frequently  alkaline; 
tlie  wood,  sage  bush  or  cottonwood  ;  tbe  grass  good  and  generally  in 
ample  quantity. 

STUHGIS'S  FIGHT. 

Learning  by  note  from  my  acting  aide-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Fletcher, 
that  Sturgiu  had  engaged  the  enemy,  I,  with  60  men,  hurried  on  ahead 
of  my  main  command,  marching  all  night  of  the  13tb,  and  arriving  at 
Sturgis's  battlefield  tbe  next  morning.  That  day  ]  sent  the  following 
letter  to  Colonel  Sturgis : 

HBADQUARTEItS  DKPARTMENT  OP  THE  COLOMBIA, 

/■  the  Field,  CaHtm  Cretk,  Montana,  September  14,  ie77— 11  %.  m. 
COLONEL :  On  beariiir  that  you  had  engaged  the  Nei  Pero^  I  had  seleoted  aa  many 
horiae  as  I  thought  could  make  tbe  inarch  (35  milee),  and  started  at  9  o'clock  last  night; 
reached  your  camp  about  lifteen  minutes  ago.  Hear  that  yon  are  still  IS  miles  ajray. 
I  have  about  60  men  with  me.  As  your  beef  could  get  no  further  than  last  night's 
catnp,  I  had  a  quantity  killed  and  packed  on  mnlea,  and  brought  with  me  (about  500 
pounds).  As  tlie  opinion  here  is  that  you  will  retnm  to  this  camp  to-night,  I  will  de- 
tain the  meat  for  your  order.  Hy  main  command  will  be  detained  nearUocky  Creek 
to-dsy  farCushing,  with  supplies,  unless  he  comes  this  morning.  If  yon  want  the  lit- 
tle help  I  can  render  with  my  escort  (50  men]  please  send  word  by  bearer. 
Yours,  reapectf  ally, 

O.  0.  HOWABD, 
Brigadier-General,  C<mM''<"ting  ErpedUio*. 
Col.  8.  D.  8TUBGCS,  Seventh  Catalrg. 


ooglc 
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On  reachiugr  Stui^is'ii  camp,  I  visited  his  wonaded  aod  madeamnp> 
meots,  as  explaiaed  by  tlie  followiug  extracts  from  a  letter  sent  to  C«i 
ooel  Sturgis  oa  tbe  eveniog  o*'  the  14th  :  i 

Headqi'arteks  Department  of  tor  Colcxbia. 
1»  Ihe  Field,  Canon  Cml;  ilomlana,  Seplfmber  11,  liTT      ' 
COLON'EL :  The  general  conim&niline  directs  me  to  inform  yon  that,  inumnch  uf-. . 
will  probably  have  to  delay  for  gnpplies,  be  himself,  with  the  remainder  of  bu  nc- 
lnaDd,irilt  endeavor  to  intercept  I  be  hoatiles  by  moving  from  this  poietdawD  tbfYd 
lowBtone  to  Baker's  bsltle-gmand.  thence  aeraaa  to  the  HDaaelshell. 

While  he  is  moving  as  rapidly  as  possible  on  this  indirect  runte.  the  geneni  dfnr- 
that  yoa  contiune  the  parsatt  ot  tbe  Indiana  along  their  direct  trail. 

Very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  serrant, 

C.  E.  8.  WOOD,  I 

Col.  S.  D.  STtRGie,  Snaith  Canxlrg. 

REPORT  OF  STUROIS'S  PIQHT. 

Tbe  roltowiug  telegram  is  my  report  of  Stargis'sfifibt  made  at  tUetimr  i 
to  lieadquarterd  Division  of  tbe  Pacific,  aud  I  beliere  it  ueod  not  be  eo- 
iarged  on : 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Columbii, 
/n  Ihe  Field,  Camp  oa  YellmrsloHr.  beloic  aart<'$  Ffk. 
Monlaixt,  SepUmbtr  Ifi,  liT.. 

JiiManl  AdJHlant-Oneral  ifiUtarg  DiriiioH  Paeifie.  San  Francwco,  Cali/ormt: 
Odt  advance,  consisting  of  Slnrgis's  cavalry  and  a  detachment  nnder  Sauford,  Oi;<> 
battery,  and  company  of  scouts  nnder  my  aide-de-camp,  Fletclier,  b;  a  forMd  atzd 
of  8^  mileii  in  two  da}'B,  overtook  hostile  Nez  PercA  on  the  13th  instant ;  are  li>rLii;i 
mDciug  tight  with  them  for  over  SO  milee.  Our  own  loas  thus  far  3  enliiied  mr: 
killed  and  9  wounded.  Loss  of  Indians  not  much  in  esceu.  Indians'  hoisM  ut  ii<'< 
constantly  dropping  out,  too  lame  aod  worn  to  go  further;  more  than  400  o(  t)r-. 
have  fallen  into  our  bands  along  the  trails,  mo«tl;  worthless  fur  use. 

The  battle  began  10  miles  nortii  of  the  Yellowstone,  near  the  month  of  CUrte'iF--^.. 
and  coDlioiied  to  the  Iskes,  winie  40  miles  from  tbe  HoHsrlshell  Hirer.  Sto^"-" 
aoon  as  be  discovered  that  tbe  enemy  bad  passed  him  at  Heart  Hountain,  bM  ■d*J' 
extraordinary  and  most  praiseworthy  efforts  to  overtake  and  eng^e  him.  Hypliiii- 
to  press  along  tbe  trails  with  present  engi^fitig  force  under  Sturgia,  while  I  move  n- 
maiDder  via  Baker's  battle-field  to  Masaelsbell. 

HOWARD, 
Briqa4ier-Gf»fntl  C»iUd  Stakt  Jmf. 

OUSHIKG'3  OOMMAHD. 

CaptaiD  Cashing  witb  the  same  command  he  had  8«t  oot  with,  Iru 
Norwood's  company  of  ttavalrr,  bad  ngoined  my  oolnmn  on  tbe  14<li. 
bringing  sappliea  from  Ellis,  for  want  of  which  we  bad  been  in  soine  Oi» 
tress. 

gibbon's  disposal  of  CnSHtMG'B  comcAND. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Colonel  Gibbon  ooontermanded  a  part  of  ni 
order  to  Captain  Cnebing.  He  detfwhed  Iforvood's  company,  and  tht 
other  company  available,  viz,  Lieutensot  I>oftQC^^  or  other  troops  ftw 
Gibbon's  district,  were  not  added  to  strengtheo  Unshiag.  The  osteih 
Bible  reason  for  tlias  detacliiiig  Norwood  is  given  in  the  foltowian  u 
tract  from  Colonel  Gibbon's  dieputob  to  me,  reoeived  AagDst29,  ISTT; 

Helena,  Att§mtl  87, 1^- 
To  HoWAHD,  Comaanding  Department : 


e  iostracted  oommaDdinjt  officer.  Fort  Ellis,  to  retain  him  at  Ellis  ts  i 
nay  lOr  oooriers,  Ao.,  if  it  doe*  not  intertere  witb  your  ol^ect  in  •eodini 

CahMtStttMU/ioin 
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Hy  reply,  Heot  tfae  same  day  throngh  ooiDtnandingr  officer,  Fort  Ellia, 
s  ill  these  words : 

HEAD<)t'ARTRIta  DBPASTHBKT  OP  THB  COLUMBIA, 

In  the  Field,  Camp  near  head  of  CaSon  iee»l  o/  Loieer  Geyeer  Batin, 

Aiigu»t  OfJ,  lP^7T_e  p.  m. 
"u  CoMMANDiNO  Officbr,  Fort  Elli»,  Mont. : 

Siirry  to  bave  Nurwnrid  detocliedi  for  Cnsbinic'a  comniaDd  muBt  b«  kept  large  enough 
0  lake  care  of  iMelf.  {irni«ct  my  aitpplitw,  aud  hmder  ladiiiDB  from  goiog  northwaM, 
t  lie  rneetH  tbein.    So  infonii  CulonnI  Gibbon. 


The  rt*nl  or  (tnrhapo  additional  reason  was  probably  a  desire  to  give 
iieiit«iiiiiit-Colonel  (Gilbert  a  comiiiHiid  while  en  route  to  join  me  and 
u  meet  a  Hupposed  emergency  in  tho  direction  of  Afiimniotli  Springs 
rellow.stone  Biver),  where  the  Indian  raid,  before  described,  had  jast 
cciirred. 

RESULT  OF  COCTNTBEMAKDING  MY  ORDEES. 

1  ivaH  excttftdingly  annoyed  at  thi«  conflict  of  orders,  for  it  certainly 
irprt-iited  Oustiinj;  from  Iteing  at  Clarke's  Fork  with  sufUcient  force  to 
ake  either  the  offensive  ncniiist  t\m  crossins  Indians  or  from  co  oi>era- 
inn  cftectivelv  with  Coloiiul  cStarfifis  at  Heart  Mountain.  Had  Cashing 
>eea  at  Clarke's  Fork  with  ibe  force  1  bad  directed  him  to  have,  th» 
Kcujie  of  the  entsniy  across  the  YellowHtone  in  the  directiou  ha  took, 
dthoiit  an  encageoieut,  would  have  been  absolutely  prevented.  Indeed, 
)ii|>tain  Cnshiug  reported  to  me  that  Lientenaiit  Colouel  Gilbert  had 
r«»ted  him  with  marked  official  coldness,  and  when  he,  at  Fort  Ellis, 
ubed  him  for  the  means  of  complying  with  my  order8,and  said,  "What, 
*ir,  is  my  status  T"  Colonel  Gilbert  repiie*!,  "Ton  have  no  status,  sir," 
iikI  directed  him  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Ellis  for 
Inly,  which,  if  he  had  Iweu  coostraiued  to  do,  would  bave  cut  off  my  , 
ipected  supplies. 

OTTSHIMO'S  O'lKDUOT   GOOD  AND  JT7DI0I0TIS. 

I  am  grateful  to  Captain  Cusbtng  for  comprehending  the  situation 
>etter,  and  for  posbitig  on  as  Dearly  in  accordance  with  bis  written  in- 
tructions  as  hisdepleteil  force  and  unwarranted  detention  would  allow  : 
nil  to  throw  further  light  on  what  I  must  regard  as  very  uomilitaryaud 
iiconsiderate  conduct  of  my  military  subordinates,  I  mukethe  following 
i:traet8  from  Captaiu  Cushing's  official  report,  dated  as  follows : 

CUSHINO'S  BBPOET. 


Kir;  ....... 

Oil  Ibe  2&th,  while  e»  ronie.  I  was  met  by  Deoeral  HniiTard,  retnniiog  from  Virnuia 
'i'S.  «bo  gave  me  Ibe  onlera  emboilied  in  tbe  letter  of  instrtictinna,  a  copy  of  tvhich 
■  •i|>]VQded,  marked  A.    (This  letter  previously  refi'rred  to.)  * 

l.'iider  these  I  proceeded  that  day  twenty-two  milea;  camped  on  tbe  Madison  River, 
be  oett  day  16  niilen;  camped  at  Madison  Hiver  bridge.  Here  1  placed  the  battsl- 
m  under  tbe  charge  of  Caiit.  E.  Field,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  rode  juto  Virginia  City  to 
(li'gra|ih  to  the  coianiBndiiig  nUHver  at  Fort  Ellis  to  prepare  rataoDH,  &c.,  for  me.  The 
attalinn  marched  iin  2TI.)i  to  Hot  l^prlngs,  and  I  n'i<itned  at  that  place. 

On  the  !8th  msrche<l  to  Qallatin  River  bridge.  '£1  miles,  an<l  no  the  39th  into  Fort 
'.H\\  Mont.,  hi  miles.  Exhibiting  my  letter  of  iustmctions  to  C»pt.  D.  Vi.  Benhun, 
•-vcuth  iDfantrji  commanding  post,  I  was  informed  by  him  that  he  had  no  men  to 
«1W  „,0 


626         BEPOKT  OF  THB  8BCHBTART  OF  WAR. 

*p»r«,  I  bad  the  sick  and  dUabled  men  of  the  oommknd  ouvfnlly  exaniiMd  bj  tha 
pMt  «urg«oD,  and  thej  were  alt  left  in  the  ba«pit«l  at  Fort  Ellia,  as  unlit  teaetiTe 
•errioe.  1  prepared  nij  wagon-train,  and  was  iat«DdioK  to  ttart  for  the  Crow  agepcj 
OD  the  3Ut  of  Augnst,  when  a  dispatch  waa  received  by  Captain  Benham  directiug 
bim  to  toM  Captain  Nmvoo^i  tmop  at  Fort  EllU  to  reit  and  reBt,  if  it  did  not  con- 
flict with  General  Howard's  plans.  As  General  Howard,  when  giving  nta  my  otden, 
was  niider  the  impression  that  Colonel  Stasis.  Seventh  Cavalry,  was  with  bis  com- 
mand between  the  Crow  agency  and  Fort  Ellia.  and  it  wan  really  the  fact  that  thil 
regiment  was  at  or  beyond  the  agency.  Captain  Benham  and  I  agreed  that  it  would 
be  best  to  leave  Captain  Norwoutf  long  enough  at  Ellis  U>  reehoe  his  harses,  and  Ihro 
he  ooold  rejoin  me.  I  proceeded  on  toward  the  agency.  This  resulted  from  variwia 
reports  brought  in  by  ranchers  and  others,  as  to  the  reported  appearance  of  ludiut 
in  the  neighborhood  o(  the  Yellows!  one  River,  and  it  waa  considered  well  to  have  a 
strong  troop  of  cavalry  within  call  of  Fort  Ellis  for  a  day  or  ao,  in  case  of  aay  raid  on 
the  settled  portion  of  the  Oallatin  Valley  by  small  parties.  So  Captain  Norwood  vw 
directed  to  immediately  pnt  his  company  in  order,  holding  hioiBelt  in  readineas  to  movp 

A  second  dispatch,  however,  was  received  from  Colonel  Gibbon,  compltielji  defml- 
Ing  Captain  .Vonrood  from  my  command,  and  directing  that  he  be  held  ready  to  mort 
OD  the  arrival  of  Col.  C.  C.  Gilbert,  Seventh  Infanti^.  That  officer  arrived  at  Fnn 
Ellia  on  the  evening  of  the  29th  Angnst  andassnmed  direction  of  affaini  there.  I  m"- 
_  ■..^.  1 j___  -_  L-_    --J  i,^  inrorme"'  —   ->-_^  . ._ -.  _  .. ._.  ... 


mitted  my  orders  to  him,  and  be  informed  me  that  I  waa  to  coiutitnte  a  paK  of  ibt  , 
garritim  at  Fort  Ellis,  to  be  used  for  escort  duti/.  As  Colonel  Gilbert  waa  an  offi«r 
of  rank  and  eiperience,  and  had  jnst  oome  from  a  oonfennee  with  Oenraal  Sbermu 
and  Colonel  Gibbon,  I  did  not  consider  it  proper  for  me  to  foriat  on  a  literal  can;- 
iDK  ont  of  General  Howard's  orders  t«  me,  and  therefore  aoqnieaeed  witboot  any  oppo- 
aitloD  in  his  change  of  my  movemeate.  1  was  governed  in  this  by  the  neeeseity  ia- 
poeed  on  all  to  further  in  every  way  all  efforts  made  to  intercept  the  hoatilea,  and  1 
believed  It  would  be  better  for  ihe  genera!  success  to  comply  with  his  orders  than  to 
oppoae  a  factious  resistance  becaose  I  bad  not  direct  instructions  from  General  Ho>- 
un.  Colouel  Gilbert  left  on  the  Slst  and  1  remained  at  Fort  EUis  awaiting  deSnitt 
information  as  to  what  was  going  on.  At  last  it  seemed  that  no  one  knew  anylLiii| 
as  to  what  was  going  on,  and  I  concluded  to  stitrt  ont  with  my  supplies.  I  therefore 
marched  to  Shield's  Kiver  bridge,  31  miles,  where  I  remained  In  camp  a  day,  waitinf 
Lient.  J.  Q.  Adams  to  come  oat  with  a  herd  of  horses  and  mnlea.  Hwe  a  tnin  of  fin 
wagons,  with  snppliea  for  Colonel  Stnrgis's  oolnmn,  Joined  me,  to  b«  eaM>rt«d  np  tt 
that  command. 

Lientenant  Adams  not  coming  np,  I  resolved  to  wait  no  longer  bot  aet  on  my  ort 
responsibility,  and  I  started  on  the  Tth  September,  Iti  milee,  to  Gage's  FVtnl,  oa  thf 
Yellawstone;  on  the  Mth.  22  miles,  to  Little  Deer  Creek ;  on  the  9th,  IS  toiles,  to  tiM 
foot  of  Bridger  Hill.  The  shortness  of  the  march  resulted  from  the  fact  that  the  hiU 
was  very  dimcult  to  ascend,  and  tbtue  was  no  camping  ground  after  asoending  for  K 
miles.  On  the  10th,  after  three  hours,  and  doubling  upon  all  my  wagons,  I  got  to  th^ 
top  of  the  hill  and  marched  23  miles  to  Still wat«r  Creek ;  and  on  the  lltb,  ID  miles  to 
Crow  agency.  Here  I  was  met  by  my  first  dispatch,  for  mme  time,  from  General  How- 
ard, directing  me  to  bring  on  the  supplies  to  Clarke's  Fork. 

I  am,  ur,  very  respeotfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HABKY  C.  CU8H1N0, 
Captain  Fbwtk  ArtilUiy,  "        -   "  -  "  — -' 


It  will  be  Been  tbat  CaptaiD  Cusbiog  was  in  perfect  readiness  to  start 
frum  Ellis  on  August  31,  but  was  kept  in  idleness  and  saspeose  notil 
tbe  Stb  of  September,  and  for  no  apparent  reason  whatever.  To  ose 
bis  own  words,  *'  It  seemed  that  no  one  knew  anything  as  to  what  va^ 
going  on.  and  I  coucladeil  to  start  out  with  my  supplies." 

Tbis  otBwr,  Fo  detained  by  those  living  in  the  ease  and  ignorance  of 
a  distant  ganison,  had  all  the  supplies  fur  my  entire  command.  Witb- 
oot him  my  men  mast  be  broaght  to  the  verge  of  starvation,  and  it  vM 
this  thought  that  finally  urgetl  him  t<>  take  the  important  matter  into 
hid  own  hands.  As  bus  beeu  shown,  hig  t^ef^n^tON. resulted  in  the  enetn.^ 
proceeding  unchecked  Hud  uumulested,  and  in  my  troops  being  iu  som^ 
distress  for  want  of  rations. 


:,..dty  Google 
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SDPPLI^  FKOH  POBT  OUSTEB. 

I  DOW  inclioed  somewhat  townrd  Fort  Caster,  in  order  to  repleniBh  my 
snpplies  From  that  post,  which  I  did  witUoat  delayiog  iny  marcli  iu  any 
particular. 

Od  the  16tb  I  traoRioitted  the  followini;  ioformatioD  ta  division  head- 
qa  alters : 

DISPATCH  TO  DIVI8IOH  HEADQTTABTEB8. 

Hkadijdartbrs  DEPARTMBirr  oir  tbe  Columbia, 
In  Ike  Field,  Xorik  of  TellmciUme,  liwJw  miles  beloa  Clark^a  Fork,  Sept.  16,  1877. 
To  Assistant  Adjutant-Oenrral, 

Mililarg  Diri-ioa  I'atifit;  San  Franciaco,  Cat. : 
Dispatch  morolDg  of  15th  recuiveJ  yeattirdit;  frooi  Storgis,  in  Masaelahell  Valley. 
Reports  our  adv»Dca  cluee  on  heelti  of  enemy  all  <Iay  of  Che  14Ch;  uiurohHil  id  uiilea; 
.'>  Nez  Perc^  killed  (wd  left  on  tbe  Aeld,  indioalinK  mftn;  woaaded  carried  alonj; ;  oom- 
pelted  hostiles  to  drop  over  GOO  bonea.  Stnrgis  said  be  intended  to  go  ahead  yeater- 
oay,  and  purposed  pnabing  tbem  until  they  abandooed  entire  herd  or  hie  own  hoTMe 


dropped. 
Cfolonel 


-otoneiailbert.wltbOeDenl  Sherman's  dispatch,  which  conoerns  my  Tetaro,  isBtUl 
far  in  my  rear.     Heard  of  the  tenor  of  it  lost  night 


COLONEL  QILBEBI  HEABD  FROM. 

Shortly  after  sending  tfais  telegram  I  received  a  letter  ftom  Colonel 
Oilbert,  saying  that  be  and  bis  cavalry  escort  bad  abandoned  their  en- 
ergetic and  long-continned  pursuit  of  me  as  hopeless ;  therefore  I  did 
not  receive  the  documeuts  in  bis  possession  until  the  campugn  was 
over. 

STTJBOie  BELIHQniSHES  PVBBUIT. 

The  accompanyiorg  extract  from  Colonel  Stnrgi&'s  letter  anuoonces  his 
forced  abandonment  of  the  chase : 

Heaimiuartkrb  Sbventu  Cavalky, 
Camp  on  tlu  MvnaeUhtU  River,  S«pttmber  15, 18T7. 

OiNBRAi,:  After  leaving  oomp  tbia  morning  it  beoame  manifest  that  the  NeKPero^ 
were  heading  for  the  Jaditb  Basin,  Instead  of  for  the  Big  Bend  of  the  HuMeUhell,  aa 
I  hod  been  1^  to  believe ;  and  b»  I  liud  it  impossible  for  my  command  to  gaio  npon 
tbem,  and  their  direction  is  taking  me  further  and  further  from  sopplies,  1  have,  uter 
consultation  with  my  principal  omcere,  relnotantly  determined  to  abandon  a  hopeleaa 
pniBUlt  before  my  homes  are  completely  deetroyed,  or  placed  beyond  reooperation  for 
such  farther  movements  oe  maybe  detennined  upon.  All  1  oonid  hope  to  occompliah 
at  beet  would  be  the  abandonment  by  tbe  Nez  Pero^  of  their  few  remaining  worth- 
leoa  ponies,  while  they  bold  on  to  their  best  ones  to  enable  tbem  to  keep  onC  of  our 
iTsy  1  and  I  do  not  feel  that  I  wonld  be  Jnatifled  in  breaking  down  my  regiment  and 
patting  it  hOTf  du  oovibat  for  so  trifling  a  hope. 

I  am,  general,  very  respeotfally,  yoor  obedient  serTont, 

8.  D.  STUBQIB, 
CoUnul  Stemtk  Cavalry. 
General  O.  O.  HowABD, 

tVmimaiiilin;  K^itdilion,  fc 

SOLBS'S  BEPLY  TO  MV  DISPATOH. 

Five  days  after  the  departure  of  my  dispatch  to  bim,  Colonel  Miles, 
nnder  date  of  the  17th,  answers  as  follows : 

HEAI>QVARTERg  DISTRICT  OP  THS   YELLOWSTONE, 

Cantonment  at  Tongue  Rirer,  Montana,  Septemier  17, 1877. 
Dear  General:  Acting  on  the  an))poeitlon  that,  tbe  Nez  Percte  will  continue  tbeir 
movenipnt  north,  I  will  take  what  available  force  I  have,  and  strike  aoron  by  tbe 
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be>d  of  Bix  Dry  Hueselahell  and  Crooked  pre«k  and  CarraU,  It  I  da  not  gtt  vj  a- 
format  ion  before.  I  fear  yoar  inrnmiation  reaches  ra«  too  late  for  ue  U  intemr: 
thsm,  lint  I  will  do  the  beet  I  can.  Pleaae  send  me  infonnatioD  of  the  bothimdI  ul 
conrse  of  the  Intliaiie. 

Very  respectfally,  yonr  obedient  Mrvaot,  ' 

NfLSOK  A.  MILES. 
Votonel  FiJIh  In/amtni,  Bmti  Majdr-Cmnl 

Unil^  Slala  Armji,  C<mtit%ii»t. 
Gen.  O.  0.  Howard, 

CDRiiiufitdJfl^  DepartBifnt  of  (V  Colnvibia,  in  tie  I^rld. 

I  have  Baked  to  have  ahnodar.t  Hnppliee  of  ratioua  and  grain  sent  np  tbe  HiMMir. 

I  woiTld  renpecttully  request  that  the  moremeut  of  my  commaDd  be  kepi  m  lea^ 
aa  poBsible,  so  that  it  may  not  become  known  to  the  Crowe  or  other  trieuda  al  i^ 
enemy. 

N.  A.  MILES.  U.  E.  A. 

Hbadquarters  Ybllowstoxk  District, 

ToHgae  Hirer,  Mantaiut,  SeploKhrr  17, 1^. 

Dear  Oexeral  :  Yonr  dispatch  reached  me  to-night,  and  I  will  start  tn-iiMTi>w 

morning  fur  the  head  of  Bii  Dry  Hnsselshell,  Crooked  Creek,  and  Curoll,  viib  tb- 

hope  at  intercepting  the  Nez  Perc^  or  pTeventlng  them  from  oroeaing  to  Sining  BnlTi 

IviihBct  to  be  aboDt  six  oraeven  days  to  the  HiiaaelsIieU,  and  two  more  in  Ibe  )ll-  i 
aonri  River,  near  Carroll.  It  yon  get  an;  infomtation  that  aball  change  my  conn*,  i 
please  send  me  word.      •     ■     ■ 

NELSON  A.  MILES,  U.  S.  i. 

MABCH  SLOWED. 

The  loarcb  through  the  Uuaselaliell  anilJudith  Oaji  was  "  slo<«d,' 
ID  accordance  with  the  iiitiinalioii  of  Colonel  Miles,  to  ^ve  bim  thetimr 
named  in  the  above  diapatch  to  get  into  positioo  lielore  the  rngitirf' 
Tere  hurried  Dpoo  hiin,  for,  us  I  had  the  shorter  line,  if  I  had  pMbrd 
tbe  euemy  at  onr  recent  rate  of  pursuit,  of  25  or  30  miles  a  day,itvon1il 
hare  hfen  im{)ossible  for  Colonel  Miles  to  hare  iuterceiited  him  this  Kiihl 
of  the  British  line.  | 

Keeping  luj-  sconla  a  day  or  ao  abead,  I  marched  in  a  less  bnrririli 
manner  than  heretofore,  making  abort  cuts  wherever  the  ludiantni' 
admitted  of  so  doing. 

PIB8T  CATALBT  OBDEBED  HOHB. 

On  the  27  th  I  replaced  the  ezhansted  cavalry  under  Major  SsaforJ 
by  the  Ireuher  troops  nuder  Colonel  Uturgis,  and  tamed  the  Pint  Car 
airy  bomeward,  that  they  might  reach  their  posts  before  the  nonDUm 
passes  were  blocked  with  snow.  I  at  this  time  sent  another  dlapatcb  ti 
Colonel  Milea,  giving  full  information  of  the  trails,  scouts'  re|>ort8,  Hi  I 
actions,  plans,  &c. ;  and  1  fartbermore  detached  an  officer  to  watch  tb^; 
HiHsouri  River,  and  procure  me  steam  transportation  to  convey  ray  In'i^i 
up  or  down  that  stream,  as  might  be  required,  lor  it  was  evident  tliaii' ! 
any  event  the  campaign  was  soon  to  close.  j 

REACH  THE  MI880UBI. 

About  thitt  time  tbe  rains,  softening  tbe  slippery  aticky  soil,  ainde  tb> 
marching  and  campaign  very  acvere  on  (be  toot  in>ops;  besidei*,  tb>r« 
was  a  scamly  of  wood,  and  many  complaints  came  to  my  ears.  1 ''"' 
what  I  could  to  remedy  hardships  and  u'store  energy,  and  pusbfil  t''' 
sistently  on  to  the  Missoari^  the  sight  of  which  was  inspiriiiK  f>  ''"^ 
entire  cuninmuQ, 


i,C.oot;;lc 
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8TBAUEB   BBNTON. 

At  Carroll  I  fouDil  the  steamer  BeotOD  awaitiog  my  arrivAl. 

INDIANS  AOBOSS  THE  UISSOUBI— MlLBS's  POSITION. 

Heru  (at  Carroll)  the  uews  tbat  I  biul  received  on  the  20tli  thut  tbe 
Indians  btid  crossed  tlie  Missouri  at  Cow  IsUnd  was  coiitlnneil,  ainl  it 
appeared  from  Colonel  MileVs  diMp.itcheH  tli:it  he  was  Hearing  the  In- 
tli»nH  in  the  vicinity  of  Bear  Paw  Mountains,  and  that  they  had  not  yet 
discovered  his  presence. 

DISPOSITION  OF  TROOPS  AT  OABROLL. 

I  resolved,  immediately  upon  getting  this  inforination,  to  divide  my 
force,  sending  the  arlillerv,  battalion  of  foot  troops  under  Captaiu  Mil- 
ter, the  citizen  and  Indian  scouts  on  the  ludian  trail,  via  Cow  Island, 
and  retain  the  remainder  of  my  main  force  at  OarroU  until  I  could  com- 
manicate  with  Colouet  Miles,  if  possible,  in  a  personal  ioterview. 

PERSONAL  MOVEMENTS,. 

To  this  end  I  accompanied  the  detaohment  to  Cow  Island,  pushed  out 
thence  with  the  scouts,  nuder  tbe  guidance  of  one  of  Colonel  Miles'a 
returning  couriers. 

FIRST  INTIMATION  OF  HILES's  FIGHT. 

The  evening  of  tbe  second  day,  having  made  a  joarney  of  at  least  70 
miles  from  the  Missouri,  I  found  myself  north  of  Bear  Paw  Mountains 
CD  Miles's  trail,  bat  rjnlte  uncertain  as  to  bi;^  distance  from  me,  wbea 
fortunately  two  couriers  descended  to  as  from  a  high  butte  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, and  gave  ua  the  first  knowledge  that  we  bad  obtained  of  the 
eugagement  with  tbe  Indians.  They  saiti  Colonel  Miles  was  from  12  to 
lomilesofif;  that  there  bad  been  a  terrible  flgbt;  that  they  had  carried 
the  news  of  it  to  my  main  colnmn  at  Carroll,  and  were  returning;  that 
ill  accordance  with  the  instructions  I  bad  left,  that  command  was  in  mo- 
tion under  Colonel  Stiirgis ;  that  they  biul  just  now  seen  from  the  high 
butte  Indians  chnsiug  game  between  them  and  MiWa  camp,  imd  they, 
the  couriers,  were  returning  to  hurry  forward  my  troops. 

HEWS  OF  SITTING  BULL. 

-  We  were  joined  here  also  by  couriers  from  the  other  direction;  they 
had  come  from  Sitting  Bnll's  lodges,  by  the  way  of  Tongue  Bivor,  and 
brought  tlie  last  news  from  bim. 

nOWAHD    PUSOES   ON   TO   MILES. 

Tbe  necessity  of  my  forming  a  junction  with  Colonel  .^liles  now  seemed 
more  imiierative  than  ever,  so  that  we  proceeded  immediately,  as  rnjiidly 
as  our  tired  horses  would  permit,  and  reached  the  vicinity  of  C  >ionel 
Miles  and  the  Indians  alter  dark. 

APPROACH  TO  MILES'S  CAMP. 

FiringwasgoiDgon,andatfirstitappear6dasiftbe8hots  were  intended 
for  us,  and,  as  I  did  not  then  know  the  Indians  were  there  still,  I  aup- 
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pomd  tbe  shots  came  ftom  Colonel  Hiles's  pickeUi,  so  that  ve  CHlled  oat 
loodl.T  for  tfaem  to  cense  flriog;  bat  as  news  had  been  carrieO  in  b; 
oonriers  vbo  had  ridden  in  advance  of  ns,  it  seemed  to  me  very  singalur 
that  ve  shoold  be  fired  on. 

In  a  few  minatea  our  anspense  was  relieved  b.v  a  party  of  borsemen 
meeting  ns  on  tbe  trail.  It  was  Colonel  Miles  himself  and  several  of  his 
command.  After  the  mutual  reco^rnition.  Colonel  Milt^ssaid:  "We  have 
the  Indiana  corraled  down  jonder  in  tbti  direclioa  of  tbe  firiog,"  This 
accounted  for  the  unexpected  shots,  and  was  indeed  grateful  news, 

POSITION  OP  MILBS'S  CASP. 

We  then  proceeded  together  to  Uiles's  own  encampment,  aomewbat 
further  to  tbe  left  of  our  a|tproach.  It  was  so  sheltered  iu  a  ravine  that 
we  could  not  even  see  tbe  lights  of  the  small  camp-fires  till  very  near. 

HOWARD  FEBSONALLT  DOES  NOT  RECEITB  MILSS'S  DffiPATCHES. 

I  saw  none  of  the  dispatches  sent  to  me  by  Colonel  Miles  on  aocoaot 
of  m;  absence  from  my  own  immediate  command,  bat  they  were  received 
ID  my  camp. 

HOWARD   AND  MILBS. 

The  night  of  my  arrival  at  Colonel  Miles'tt  camp  I  bad  a  long  consul- 
tation with  him,  I  premising  that  I  had  no  desire  to  aaaume  immediate 
command  of  the  field,  but  would  be  glad  to  have  him  finish  the  work  lif 
had  so  well  begun ;  we  arranged  for  the  bringing  up  of  my  troops,  as 
then  it  seemed  a  long  siege  lay  before  na,  with  the  possibility  of  inter- 
mptiooa  from  Sitting  Bull.  Colonel  Miles  told  lue  of  bis  interview  with 
Joseph  and  bis  failare  to. bring  about  a  sairender. 

CAPTAIN  "JOHN "AND  "OKOBOE." 

I  mentioned  my  two  friendly  Nez  Percys,  members  of  Joseph's  baQd, 
old  uieo,  with  dangbters  in  the  hostile  oam|»,  and  as  I  had  brought 
these  men  from  Idaho  for  this  very  parjiose,  I  suggested  that  we  try 
them  and  see  what  we  cootd  do  with  Josepb.  Accordingly,  on  thefolloiT' 
ing  morning  at  about  eleven  o'clock  these  Indiana.  Captain  "  John  "  aod 
"  George,"  were  sent  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  tbe  euemy.  After  much  par 
leying  and  running  to  and  fro  betweeu  thecauips,  Joseph  being  promised 
good  treatment,  sent  the  following  reply,  and  White  Bird  concurred. 
Baying:  "  What  Joaepb  does  is  all  right ;  I  have  nothing  to  say." 

JOSEPH'S  EEPLY. 

Tins  reply  of  Joseph's  waa  taken  verbatim  on  tbe  spot  by  Lieutenanl 
Wood,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  my  acting  aide-de-camp  and  acting  adj"- 
tant- general,  and  ia  the  only  report  that  was  ever  made  of  Joseph's  reply: 

Tell  Oeneral  Howard  I  know  his  heart.  Wbat  he  told  me  befoN  I  have  Id  my  beirt. 
I  am  tired  of  fiKhting.  Oar  ohieli  are  killed.  Looking  GlMt  Is  dead.  Too-bnl-hal- 
Bote  is  dead.  Tlie  old  meo  are  alt  dead.  It  is  the  jouug  men  nho  gay  jee  or  no. 
He  irba  led  on  the  young  men  ia  dead.  It  is  cold  and  we  have  no  blankets.  Tlie  li'll' 
chiidieo  are  freezing  to  death.  H;  people,  Bome  of  them,  have  mn  away  to  the  hilK 
and  have  no  blankets,  no  food  ;  no  one  knows  where  they  are — perhaps  freezinjc  to 
death.  I  want  to  have  time  to  look  for  my  children  and  see  how  many  of  them  I  t»B 
find.  Ma^be  I  Bball  dnd  them  among  the  dead.  Hear  me,  my  chiefs.  lam  tif«d: 
my  heart  is  sick  and  sad.    From  where  the  sun  now  stands  I  will  &ght  no  mon  fbiever. 
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THE  8UBBENDEB. 

In  aceordnnce  with  tbis  pledge,  Joseph  himself,  aooompanied  by  four 
or  five  of  his  warrioni,  came  iiittide  onr  lines,  and  Joseph  set  the  example 
by  ofi'eriiig  me  his  rifle ;  but  as  the  surrender  was  being  made  to  Colonel 
Miles,  I  so  iustructed  Joseph,  and  then  they  all  delivered  up  their  veap- 
ODs  to  that  ofiBuer.  From  this  time,  about  4  p.  m.,  until  after  dark  a 
straggling  stream  of  captivett  flowed  iuto  Miles's  camp. 

WHITE  BIBD'S  FLIGUT. 

At  dusk,  White  Bird,  with  bistwosquatrs,  Aud  accompaaied  by  about 
14  warriors,  crept  out  l)etween  the  pickets  and  flfd  to  British  Oolumbia. 
Other  fugitires  sought  refuge  among  the  neighboring  tribes  of  Qroe 
"Ventres  and  As^iuiboines,  and  b.v  them  were  murdered  or  driven  to  the 
bills.  After  the  surrender,  news  came  of  several  of  these  squads  wan- 
dering in  the  monntains,  bat  such  was  the  fear  with  which  the  Nez 
Perces  had  inspired  the  friendly  Sioux  of  the  country  t^at  none  of  them 
CODld  be  induced  to  pnrsne  these  fugitives. 

COLOIfEL  UILES'S  OAPTIV&S. 

Colonel  Miles's  capture  was  about  100  warriors,  300  women  and 
children,  and  600  or  700  pouies. 

JOSEPH'S  BEOTHBE. 

Joseph's  brother,  Ollicut,  was  killed  in  this  action. 

COLONEL  MILBS'S  BEPOBT. 

Colonel  Miles's  report  of  the  engagement  and  surrender  is  appended 
(Appendix  J). 

DISPOSITION  UF  THE  PBISONBB8. 

The  surrender  being  consummated,  couriers  were  sent  on  the  6th  to 
bait  my  advancing  ooiumiis. 

1  sent  to  Colonel  Miles  the  leiter  given  below : 

IF  THE  Columbia, 
r  Bear  Paw  ifountaini, 
Moniana,  October  7,  1877, 

Colonel  :  On  account  of  tbe  coet  of  the  tmnxportiitinn  of  the  Nez  Perc6B  prisonen 
to  the  Pacific  coavt,  1  deem  it  beat  t«  retain  them  all  at  some  place  within  your  dis- 
trict, where  they  can  be  kept  uiiiler  military  control  till  next  aprinE.  Then,  nnlest 
yon  receive  iuatiuctiong  from  hishei  authority,  jrau  are  herebg  direetM  to  have  them 
sent  under  proper  gnard  to  my  department,  where  I  will  take  charge  of  them,  and 
carry  out  the  instructions  I  have  already  received. 

You  will  treat  them  as  pribonerti  of  war,  and  provide  for  them  accordingly,  nnttl  the 
pleaanre  of  the  President  concerning  them  shall  be  ma^  known. 

Should  you  neeil  any  special  authority  for  the  issue  of  neoesaary  supplies,  iuclnding 
clothing,  if  U  herebji  girtn  j|i)u. 

As  njr  ordrrii  with  regard  to  the  pursuit,  capture,  or  driving  the  hoetiles  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  United  States  are  iioic /alJUIrd,  1  shall  move  the  troops  belonging  to  nly 
deportmeut  and  the  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific  back  to  their  posts. 

Oenurat  Sturgis's  troops,  that  have  been  under  my  command  since  we  formed  juno- 
tiOD  near  Clarke's  Fork  CaDan,  will  report  to  you  fur  orders.  You  will  certainly  need 
them  with  you  to  gnard  against  nny  possible  movement  of  hostile  Sioux,  until  you 
shall  have  crossed  the  Missouri.  Then  I  hope  yon  may  see  proper  to  permit  them  to 
retom  to  their  post,  as  their  condition,  from  hard  service,  plainly  requires  rest  and 
refitting. 

Permit  me  to  coDgratnlate  yon,  with  all  my  heart,  and  give  yon,  joar  ottom  Add 


I,  Google 


632  REi^OST  OP  THE  BBCBBTABT  OF   WAB. 

men,  my  uncera  thanks  for  y oar  gnnd  siummii.  It  u  tht  co-opention  with  mjr  uvet* 
worked  cdIdoid  whjcb  1  eoveted,  nod  knew  beforehand,  from  your  jiaat  biatorj  *Dd 
well-kDown  promptitude,  that  I  ahoold  rectuve  tbe  moment  I  oamo  within  the  stupe  of 
yoDT  operationit. 

A  forced  msruh  of  oeArly  300  mile*,  qnick  attack,  anooeeefal  battle,  ending  with 
(wptiiTB  uf  main  body  of  eoeniy,  tbeir  chief  and  their  main  cmmp,  and  driving  of  tbe 
remnftDt  ocroM  tbe  boundary  of  the  United  States,  aflbrd  a  meager  oatline  of  tiie 
achievementH  of  your  commaod. 

I  am  gratified  to  have  beou  iireHent  and  to  bave  oonttibuted  ever  so  little  to  facili- 
tate the  Hticreiidrr  and  <liapusal  of  yonr  captnre. 

Wilh  great  rcB|>«ct,  I  rvinaiu,  leapectfuUy  yoiin, 

O.  O.  HOWAKD. 
lirigaiitT-Otaeral,  Coamaitding  DtpaTtttteitt. 


MtLEs'8  COKttBATDLATOBT  OEDBE. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  Col.  Miles  issued  tbe  followiug  coDgratalntory 
order  to  hie  troops : 

•  IC^naral  Orden  !fa.  3  ] 

Hbaihiuartehb  District  ov  the  Yellowstone, 
In  tht  fielil.  Camp  u&ir  Bmr-l'aw  iloHHlaim,  llonlana,  Oclobn-  7,  IS77. 
The  commanding  officer  takes  great  pleanDre  in  expreeaiiig  to  his  oommaui)  bit 
thanks  and  coDgratiilationi' for  the  recent  e\hibitiouH  tthey  have  giveu  of  the  bighc«t 
degree  of  endurance  mi,der  hardship  and  unjieliltng  fortitude  in  battle.  The  eecrei 
forced  marcLes  that  enabled  you  to  sur|)riHO  the  enemy  when  in  fancied  security,  the 
resisCletifi  charge  that  at  once  shut  them  iu  the  fastnesses  of  Iheir  camp,  and  tbe  coqt- 
ageouB  fight,  with  death  and  maiming  thick  about  yon,  are  all  your  own. 

In  the  entire  succcrh  that  has  attended  your  eSurte,  the  complete  capture  of  the 
hostile  camp  and  animala,  and  the  surrender  ot  the  chief,  Joseph,  and  Lis  followers, 
the  entire  country  will  share,  with  gratitude  to  you  who  have  accomplished  the  work- 
It  is  an  added  source  of  cougratulalion  that  General  O,  O.  Howard,  who  has  so  persist- 
ently uried  a  war  against  these  hostile  Vet  Perc&s  and  driven  them  from  the  alopea  of 
the  Pacific  into  this  remote  country,  wati  present  to  witness  the  completion  of  bis  ai- 
duons  and  thankless  undertaking. 
By  command  at  Col.  N.  A,  Mi^s : 

G.  W.  BilBD, 
first  LieuteHfint,  Fifth  Infantry,  Jd/nlanl, 

Jetimg  At»ulant  JdJalant-lleiteraK 

RBPOET  TO  DIVISION  HBAOQUABTBBS. 

On  the  Stb,  I  sent  my  telfgraphic  report  to  divisioa  headquarters,  as 
follow  8 : 

HEAIHiVARTKIIS    DkPARTMBST  OF  THB   COLlMlllA, 

In  thf  ru'lii,  Htar  LUlk  Eockiti,  Oi-tobtr  6,  1<77. 

ToAwilSTANT  AlWirTAXT-GESRBAL, 

Uilitarg  IMririon  of  the  I'aeifir,  San  FravcitKO,  Cal. : 

d  at  MilosV  camp,  evening,  October  4 ;  firing  giting 
,       „        .     „  ,  .        I  mountains  covored  with  suow. 

Nest  morning  cummuuicated  wilh  Joseph  by  my  twoXcz  Perc<^  Indians  and   iiiLer- 

Joseph  (iit*i.'20  p.  m.,  Octolicr  Ti)  agreed  to  surrender;  oreanized  his  people,  aDil,'1ed 
by  him.  they  began  to  come  iu  nnd  ill-liver  np  their  arms  about  4  p.  □!.:  continued  lil! 
long  after  ifark.  Jowpb  nnd  IluBh-husb-cute  cauie  iu.  White  Bitd,  during  eurrendtr. 
etept  through  lines  under  cover  of  darkness,  esca))ed  with  family,  three  members  el 
■which  are  bndlv  wounded.    Everv  menus  taken  for  bis  recoptnre. 

.Iiispph'd  hrntber  Ollicut,  Looking  Qlaw, Too-bul-bnl-sote  killed;  also  33  wan-ion. 
either  iu  battle  or  as  fucitives  to  other  trilies;  between  40  and  SO  wonnded  ;  Cnma': 
Prairie  iniinlerern  now  all  killed  iti  action.  Nnmber  of  snrrendered  men,  wompn.  and 
children  between  IWO  ami  400.  About  :10  warrlorH.iwme  Northern  voiundt^l,  with -J<H' 
ponies,  reporteil  by  Red  River  French  balf-brecds  to  have  crossed  the  bonndnrT. 
About  7'K)  ponies  cnptnred  In  this  action ;  mojotlty  in  miserable  condition,  lame  and 

I  directed  Colonel  Miles  to  take  the  prisoners  to  Tongue  River  and  retain  them  till 
spring,  then  by  ponies  send  them  under  guard  to  Department  ot  Colombia,  anleesother- 
wise  ordered.    Miles  is  retaming  to  his  poet  as  fasl  us  he  can  with  prisonen. 
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'Koop*  tor  your  diriitioa  return  b;  boat  down  the  Uisaoori.    Sturgia  oidered  to  re- 
port to  Hilw. 
Oar  ounalties,  35  killed,  iuclndlDs  3  officers ;  43  wouoded,  tuoludlDir  4  offic-ers. 

HOWARD. 
Brigadier-Geiieral,  Coaimandiitg. 

PBEPABATIONB  FOR  HOMEWARD  MABCH. 

On  the  4tb,  I  bad  Bent  orders  to  have  all  stores,  troops,  aud  (•iipplies 
coucentrated  at  tbe  iiioiitb  of  Little  Uockj'  Creek,  aod  steamora  awaitiDg 
my  comiuaud  at  tbat  plac^. 

Tb«  truupa  were  tbeii  marcbed  to  aud  euibnrked  at  tbis  landing,  while 
Colonel  MUe»,  with  bis  wounded  ant)  bis  prisoners,  moved  slowly  on  to 
tbe  nioQtb  ot  Sqnaw  Creek.  On  Wednesday,  tbe  lOtb,  lu.v  command,  oa 
board  tbe  steamer  Benton.  lell  Little  Rooky  at  about  ^.30  p.  ui.  and  ar- 
rived at  Squaw  Creek  on  the  eveniufi  of  the  11th, 

MILES'B  IKTEBVIBW  WITH  HOWARD. 

lu  compliance  with  the  request  sent  me  by  letter  from  Colonel 
Miles,  that  he  wished  to  see  me  on  important  matters,  I  waited  at 
Squaw  Creek  until  the  afternoon  of  the  13th,  when  Colonel  Miles  ar- 
rived with  his  prisoners,  at  a  point  of  the  river  a)>ont  live  miles  below 
the  mouth  of  tbe  creek.  I  bad  ridden  out  in  the  morning  to  meet 
Colonel  Miles,  so  with  but  little  delay,  after  his  arrival  at  the  river,  my 
GommaDd  was  en  route  to  Omaba. 

HOWARD'S  PBRSONAL  MOVGltENTS. 

After  having  arranged  for  the  transportation  of  the  troops  and  their 
final  distribution,  1  remained  with  tbem  antil  1  arrived  near^ismarck, 
Dak.  Tbe  shortest  practicable  route  for  me,  consistent  with  rea- 
sonable time,  was  to  go  frojn  Bear  Paw  Mountains  to  Bismarck  by  the 
first  steamer,  and  thence  via  Saint  Paul  to  Umnha  direct.  But  as  I  had 
made  arrangements  with  Colonel  Mites  res|>ecting  the  Indians,  which 
he  aud  I  deemed  most  iuiiwrtant,  and  as  we  feared,  without  a  full  aud 
proper  explanation  to  General  Sheridan,  tbat  we  might  be  overruled, 
we  tbougbt  it  best  for  tbe  public  interests  that  I  should  go  througb 
Chicago  and  see  General  Shtridan,  as  it  would  take  me  but  about  twen- 
ty-four hours  longer  than  to  go  directly  from  S<iint  Pant  to  Unialia. 

I  went  witli  reluctance,  because  I  was  moi-e  nnxious  to  get  to  General 
McDowell  and  my  department,  but  duty  seemed  Co  demand  it. 

DOWABD'S  DISPAI'CU  to  8IIERIDAN. 

Previously,  while  un  tbe  steamer  Benton,  I  noticed  in  the  published 
accounts  of  tbe  campaign  and  last  battle,  what  appeared  to  me  must  be 
garbled  dispatcher.  These,  with  attending  comments,  were  deemed  by 
me  unjust  to  a  part  of  the  troops  ibal  had  served  nuder  my  command. 
Deeniiug  it  also  due  to  General  Sheridan,  within  whose  geographical 
division  I  was  then  o|)erntin;;  temporarily,  to  have  what  1  belicv^-d  to 
be  a  clear  statement,  I  sent  him  the  tollowiu^  cnmmnnivntioii : 

HRAIIQlTAK'I'Kltli   DKPARTMKNT  OP  TIIK   COLUMUIA, 

/w  IliK  t~ield,  SltaiHtr  ISeaton,  Miinouri  Hirer, 

(klober  19,  Ir^. 
It  is  ^ue  ;oTi  as  commaailer  of  this  military  djvigioo  to  know  the  facta  (hat  I  have 


(I  aorrender  of  the  hostile  Net  Percys. 
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Firat.  Od  the  11th  Septemtar  I  usamed  eommand  of  Stargia*i  troop*  after  1  had 
pwied  bim  ftt  Clarke's  Fork,  anil  he  operated  id  coiijaDctiOD  with  id.t  ftirce  proper  tilt 
the  cloM. 

The  advADoe— Stargia  immediately  aommat]dinK--tbeii  made  a  forced  ma^b  of  ^ 
milen  in  two  days;  striifk  the  hosHlrn;  capUireil  qnite  a  nnmber  of  their  pooin; 
killed  aDd  wounded  aeveral  warriors,  and  drove  ttie  band  bey  t»d  tbe  Mnnelabell.  The 
I2th  of  Septeml>er  1  tent  from  Clarke's  Fork  a  dinpatch  to  Colonel  llilee,  sUowing  him 
that  tbe  fioetile  iDdiaoa  were  making  for  tbe  HuweUbell  conotrj-  by  exeeoling  ton^ 
■nari-bAg,  and  nrging  unoanal  activity,  and  earoextl.v  reiiuestintt  him  "  to  make  eveir 
«ffoTt  ill  bis  power  to  prevent  the  escape  of  this  hoittile  bund."  Colonel Hilen receivtd 
the  dispatch  at  Tongue  Biver  tbe  evening  of  the  Ifith,  and  promptly  muveil  hii  crau- 
mand,  two  battalions  of  Second  and  geveutb  Cavalry,  and  one,  bis  own,  mounted  ii- 
fantrj,  od  the  17tb,  to  tbe  month  of  Huaitelsbell. 

Ueanwhile, as  lie  retjaested  nine  days  to  get  into  position,  I  "slowed"  mj  march  lo 
abont  flfteen  mile*  jier  day,  knowing  that  the  busti lee,  watching  me.  would  do  the 

They  slackened  their  pace  after  crassiDif  the  Hissonri  at  Cuw  IslaDd.  As  soon  u 
Miles  found  that  tbey  were  beyond  tbe  Missouri,  be  crossed  where  he  waa  ajid  madt 
forced  marobee  iljagonally  acnist  our  front,  to  the  uortb  of  Boar  Faw  Hountaina: 
etruok  the  Indians  alraat  T  a.  m.  of  tbe  :(OCh  iiUiuio.  They  were  encamped  neari 
creek  bottom  in  a  strong  natural  pa«icion,buttheirunmeronB  ponies,  now  nearly  worn 
out,  were  scattered  over  tbe  open  country  groEing.  Milvs  charged  the  camp  and  herd 
simnltaoeonaly.  A  desperate  flgbt  occurred  in  which  '2  officers  and  25  men  were  killed 
and  4  offloera  and  42  men  wounded.  The  ponies  were  nearly  all  captured,  someTOU. 
bat  the  Indians,  hemmed" in  by  Ui lee's  pickets,  held  out  till  after  my  arrival  (tiring  wi» 
then  still  going  on),  the  evening  of  tbe  4  th.  1  bad  with  me  two  friendly  Nex  Pert^ 
interpreter.  The  two  fitx  Perc^  were  sent  the  next  morning  into  the  hoatik 
Tbroagh  them  tbe  surrender  was  arranged.  A  few  Indiana,  incladiog  While 
Bpt  out  through  the  lines  during  the  night.  A  portion  of  my  artillery  and  ie- 
laniry  and  SCnrgis's  cavalry  were  bronght  up  within  &  miles  of  the  battle-field;  bnl 
as  tbe  Sioux  nnder  Sitting  Ball  continued  i)uiet,  I  deemed  it  Iwet,  on  account  of  tbe 
diGQcnlty  of  supplying  the  command,  to  return  the  foot  troops  to  tbe  Hisaonri.  Sua 
fulfil  cavalry  was  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Miles  and  moved  in  conjunction  witb 
him  Lack  to  the  mouth  of  tbe  HnaeelBhrll.  I  embarked  my  troope  on  the  steamer  Ben- 
ton. On  account  of  Sitting  Bull's  proiimitv,  I  delayed  their  departure  from  tbe  lOUi 
to  the  IJIh  instant,  till  uTles,  bnraened  with  the  wounded  and  the  Indiao  priaonen. 
375  in  number,  hod  reached  the  Missouri. 

Colonel  Sturgis  and  his  regiment  deserve  special  credit  for  energetic,  peraistent.  and 
BUcoesaful  work.  Colonel  Mueaand  his  command  have  and  deeerve  the  great  bonorol 
the  final  battle  and  surrender  ;  while  appraoiation  and  gratitude  are  due  our  ofBoen 
and  men  who  engaged  the  hostiles  with  success  in  Idaho,  cheerfully  made  forced 
marohes  for  1, 6(N}  miles,  and  were  part  of  the  last  operating  force  north  of  the  Miaaoori, 
and  were  represented  by  their  commander  at  tbe  Huirender. 

I  directed  Colonel  Miles  to  keep  the  prisoners  till  Dpzt  spring,  it  being  too  late  to 
send  tbem  to  Idaho  by  direct  routee  this  fall,  and  loo  costly  by  steamer  and  rail. 

Can  1  meet  you  in  Chicago  the  '25th  instant  I 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Brigadier-deiirral,  CtnKmanding  Department. 

General  P.  H.  Sheridan, 

CoKBiaHdiiig  DicMon  of  the  Mtttouri. 

My  interview  with  General  Slieridan  detaioed  me  bat  one  day,  wben 
I  proceeded  to  San  Francisco  and  reporttsd  in  person  to  the  dirisioo 
ooinrannder. 

I  reached  my  department  lieadqaarters,  Portland,  Oreg.,  ou  Suuday. 
the  11th  of  November. 

FINAL  OBNBBAL  CONORATULATOBY  ORDER. 

(Geunl  Field  Orden  Ko.  S,| 

Hrauouartxhb  Depahtmbnt  of  trr  Columbia, 

Porlland,  Oreg.,  Dertabtr  1,  1877. 
The  campaign  against  the  hostile  Ncz  Perc^  is  ended,  and  the  last  oompany  of  tbe 
forces  operaliiiK  against  them  baa  at  this  date  reached  its  station. 
^,     in  dine  general  onsidere  this  a  fitting  time  to  express  to  all  who  aentd 


under  his  command,  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army,  Tolnuteers,  aoonts,  and  other  ei 
zeDB,wbo  rendered^in  various  capacities  willing  and  valoable  aid  as  oocaaion  demanded. 
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lilB  kppreolktioD  of  tholr  Berrioea,  aad  the  Bwaranoe  that  they  hare  won  his  liigh 
recwrd  anil  warm  esteem. 

From  the  14th  of  Jnne  to  the  Sth  of  Octoher  pursuit  was  continnoua.  Not  a  dfty 
passed  that  somp  part  of  the  force  was  not  marching,  CTOsamg  torrente,  climbing  monnt- 
sinB,  or  tbreodiug  their  rooky  deHles.  From  the  Stiake  aud  Salmon  Rivers,  in  Nortb- 
crii  Idaho,  iicrosa  the  continent  to  within  one  day'a  march  of  the  "British  line,"  yon 
pursaed  »  fon,  at  firet  crael,  armgant,  and  boantfnl,  but  after  the  auccessfiil  battle  of 
tb«  ClearwAter,  intent  only  on  eeoaping  and  eluding  yonr  attack,  and  this  they,  were 
enftbleil  to  do  with  the  fresh  animals  stolen  from  the  friendly  Indians  and  from  the 
aettlenieuts  aloug  their  line  of  flight  throngh  Idaho,  Moulauu,  Wyoming,  and  DokotK. 
Throu;;)!  beat  and  cold,  at  times  in  ragged  uiiil  insuitiaient  clotbingatid  without  proper 
food,  by  marcfaea  of  extraordinary  length,  often  pressed  in  the  hope  of  bring  theenemT 
tu  bay,  tu  the  limits  of  bninan  anit  animal  endnrance,  yon  followed  the  trail  until 
Joseph  and  bia  people  were  prisoners  of  war. 

To  the  offlcurs  of  the  a^jutant-geuerul'it  and  supply  departments,  at  the  headqaar- 
t«rs  iu  Portland  and  in  the  field,  the  oommanding  guneral  expreaaes  hia  thanks  for  the 
zeal  Knd  ability  whioh  characterized  the  performance  of  their  important  duties.  His 
wishes  were  frwiuently  anticipated  and  his  instnictiona  relative  to  the  necessary  anp- 
pliee  promptly  obeyed,  in  sp|te  of  the  many  obstacles  and  embarrassments  that  want 
of  the  usual  payments  necessarily  en^ndered.  Success  in  the  Held  is  impossible  with- 
out the  coDHcientions  atid  faitbfnl  discharge  of  dnty  on  the  port  of  ofQceis  charged 
with  the  vital  matter  of  supplies. 

In  this  campaign  the  offlcere  of  the  medical  department  have,  by  their  care  of  the 
sick  and  skillfnl  treatment  of  the  wounded,  in  some  cases  under  very  adverse  cironm- 
stances,  noticeably  so  at  the  "  battle  of  the  Big  fiole,"  added  to  their  already  excellent 
reputation  and  standing  in  the  Army. 


1  nniunal  campaign,  and  Che  ultimate  successes  reflect  high  credit  tipou 
all  Hou  were  called  upon  to  exhibit  the  courage,  energy,  eudurauoe,  and  detenufua- 
tiou  by  which  alone  the  i 


o  all  of  us  who  were  engaged  in  this  s 
approval  of  those  in  authority  o' 


1,  the  favorable 


"  The  capture  of  Joseph  and  the  Nez  Percfe  oompletee  the  campaisn,  and  reflects 
credit  on  all  engaged ;  on  General  Howard's  commatid  that  parsaed  tuem,  as  well  as 
npou  the  commands  of  Colonels  Stnrgis  and  Miles  that  beaded  them  off  and  flnally 
captnred  them. 

"The  dlTision  commander  desires  also  to  express  his  appreciation  of  the  condnct 
and  efforts  of  the  troops  of  the  division  engaged  in  the  campaign,  and  iu  welcoming 
tbeni  book  hopes  that  in  the  knowledge  gained  in  Indian  wa^are.and  strong  oompan- 
ioiiship  which  comes  from  sharing  together  fatigue, difflcnilies,  and  danger,  the;  have 
foand  satisfaction  and  couscious  strength  which  will  be  treasured  for  fnrtber  en- 
deavors." 

B;  eummBod  of  Brigadier- Qeneral  Howard : 

EDWIN  C.  MABON, 
Major  Tinmlji-fint  Infanirg,  Acting  AftitUtnt  Inrptclor-Oeaeral. 

CONCLUDINO  REMABK8. 

Utidoubtetlly  to  evwry  thoughtful  officer  of  the  Army  who  acqaaiDts 
himself  with  pasctiDg  eveuu*,  itarticulurly  with  those  of  a  military  char- 
acter, the  charge  of  slowness,  so  freely  imputed  to  my  command  by 
many  public  journals  of  the  country,  Las  been  put  to  rest.  Still,  as  such 
a  thought  may  remain  somewhere — of  uunecftssary  delays,  or  that  some- 
how sheer  weariness  from  prolonged  exeriion,  attended  with  shortDuas 
of  aupplies,  was  the  cause  of  them — permit  mu  to  show  that  these  repre- 
aeutatious  have  resulted  Irom  misiuformatiou. 

BATB   OF   UABCHING. 

1st  The  marob  to  Oaptaiu  Perry's  battle-field,  of  8(»  miles,  averaged 
2g  milva  per  hour,  including  all  restn  and  halts. 
2ii.  Tiie  m  \ijh  of  the  m  iia  ooJunii,  of  .'6  m  L'S,  fro ji  the  crest  of  tha 
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hill  Boatb  of  tbe  Salmon,  near  Orais'H  Ferry,  to  the  battle-field,  averaged 
30|  mites  per  day  for  infaulry.  The  iuTautry  bad  asaistanee  by  turns 
rrom  a  few  cotiutry  wagons. 

DELAY  IN  STABTINa. 

3i'.  It  is  objected  tbat  tbe  colamn  delayed  startiDg  ia  the  parsait  from 
the  17th  of  July,  thn  (Ute  of  Rlitjor  M^asoa's  skirmisb  at  Wey-ipe,  till 
the  26tb  of  July,  nine  daya.  Yes,  beciuise  the  cavalry  force  from  Foit 
Bois^,  Diider  Major  Sanford,  did  not  rracb  Mount  Idaho  till  tbe  cud  of 
nine  days.  Tbere  was  no  real  delay,  because  the  available  force  uuilfr 
Saoford  was  coutiunally  in  niotion,  over  a  bad  trail,  makiDg  a  march 
of  over  3U  miles  i)er  day.  It  would  have  been  folly  to  have  set  tortb 
with  the  few  troops  I  bail  the  17th  of  July  for  Montana.  The  skalkiug 
"  non-treaty  ladians"  left  in  Idaho  wunld  sorely  then  have  made  it  an- 
comforlable  for  tbe  inhabitants  near  Camas  Prairie.  In  fact,  Colonel 
Wheaton,  with  bis  cotumaiid,  did  oot  reach  Lewiston  till  tbe  29ib  of 
July,  over  50  miles  then  from  my  camp,  while  Major  Green,  with  his 
infantry,  wns  still  over  TO  miles  away  od  the  Bois^  and  Monut  Idaho 
trail.  The  "renegade  Indians"  to  the  north  and  west,  from  1,000  to 
1,500  strong,  excited  by  the  discontent  of  tbe  whites,  lett  alone,  would 
undoabtedly  have  broken  oat,  and  I  would  have  been  jastly  held  resiton- 
sible  tor  the  conseqaences. 

I  did  attempt  tc  force  matters  and  to  set  out  by  the  Lewiston  and 
the  Mnllau  road  ten  days  sooner,  but  the  disturbed  condition  of  my 
department  absolutely  prevented  this.  It  was  too  macb  of  a  risk  to 
rnu,  for  either  the  return  of  Joseph's  or  the  breaking  out  of  other  rndians 
in  the  nest  teu  or  twelve  days  after  tbe  date  of  my  departure,  would 
have  been  disastruus  in  the  extreme. 

WHBM  THE  PUB8UIT  WAS  BEGUN. 

4tb.  One  official  telegram  says  tbat  1  did  not  start  on  the  march  in 
pursuit  beyond  tbe  limits  of  my  department  till  after  tbe  hostiles  bad 
passed  beyond  Captain  Rawn,  in  the  Lolo  Caiiou.  This  is  a  mistake.  I 
made  my  first  day's  march  the  20th  of  Jply  from  my  camp  on  Croas- 
daite's  farm,  CamiM  Prairie.  Tbe  hostiles  passed  by  Captain  Kawu  in 
the  afternoon  of  August  1,  so  that  excluding  one  day's  delay  at  the 
river,  and  one  in  an  important  rt^coiuiaissauce,  I  actually  marcheil  6ve 
days  from  the  point  of  departure  when  the  Indians  passed  Captain 
Bawo.  After  Major  Sanford's  arrival  at  Kaminb,  the  evening  ut  tl.e 
l!7th,  it  took  all  tbe  nest  day  to  complete  crossing  tbe  river.  We  reaebeil 
tbe  vicinity  of  Captain  Kawn's  furtiHed  camp  the  evening  of  tbe  7tb  or' 
August.  The  Indians  then  bad  sis  dayx  tbe  start  of  us.  .  My  comuiituil 
bad  now  gained  three  days  on  them. 


At  Gibbon's  battlefield  we  were  but  (iro  days  behind  them  with  the 
whole  colamn. 

At  Camas  Meadows,  tbe  morning  of  the  20th  of  Augnst,  we  engaged 
them  ill  battle,  their  camp  and  herd  being  only  some  lii  miles  ahead. 

In  the  Natiuiml  Park,  beyond  the  Yellowstone,  my  scouts  skinuisbetl 
with  them  ;  and  again  on  Clarke's  Fork,  before  ascending  the  dividing 
ridge  to  Heart  Mountain,  we  struck  a  camp  at  night,  which  tbey  had 
left  in  the  morning,  the  advance  scouts  killing  ao  Indian  straggler. 
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the  13th  of  September  oar  Rdranco  with  CoIodbI  Sturgis  overtook 
the  Iiidiaos  attain,  and  h&d  a  ranQinc  fight  with  them. 

Alter  this  I  deta.yed  parposely,  making  short  marches,  ia  the  hope  that 
Colonel  Miles,  might  head  them  off,  hs  I  had  earnestly  requested  him  to 
do  in  »  dispatch  of  September  12,  till  I  learned  that  the  Indians  had 
crossed  the  Missouii ;  Hud  itfter  that,  when  ColODel  Miles  reported  to  me 
that  they  had  Dot  discovered  hia  moveumn Is,  I  held  back  my  main  col- 
umn at  Carroll  till  news  <»ine  that  he  had  struck  them,  though  1  bad 
]>Toceeded  invsi^ll  with  my  artillt^ry  battulion  to  Cow  lulauil,  -lod  bait 
kept  ou  in  person  iu  onler  to  concert  action,  having  sfiecinl  reganl  to 
su[ipl,ving  ibb  tntops,  auti  to  the  poaitiou  of  the  l^stile  Sioux  auder 
Silling  Bull. 

The  coniiuHud  was  then  moved  as  near  Colonel  Miles  as  I  deemed 
esst'ntial.  One  day  would  hare  completed  tlie  junction  of  troops  had  it 
been  rei]uireil,  either  for  Joxeph'^  Indians  or  for  the  hostile  fiioux. 

A  fuA  extracts  from  retmrts  received  show  the  rapidity  with  which 
movements  were  made  by  different  detachments  of  the  command  along 
the  main  route  or  branching  out  from  it ;  and  tbe  following  tablu  of 
averages  showij  mathematically  how  much  the  men  and  oQIcers  of  my 
command  deserve  prai*te  for  energy  apid  endurance,  rather  than  censnre 
for  slowness.  But  the  i.  Iilecannot  show  the  difficultiesof  the  wilderness 
through  which  these  marches  were  made;  and  it  must  be  remembered 
that  we  were  constrained  to  subsist  uiir  aulmals  on  tbe  natural  forage  of 
the  country,  and  must  allow  tfaem  time  to  graze,  necessitated  as  we  were 
to  keep  our  animals  alive  by  grazing  alone. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  introduce  some  of  the  exceptional  marches  made 
by  my  entire  command — cavalry,  infantry,  and  trains. 

EXCEPTIOn&L  H&.BCHES. 

Uavalry. 

70  miles  iu  two  days. 

155  miles  in  four  days. 

Infantry. 

48  mites  in  one  'lay,  wagons  partially  assisting, 
.tl  miles  in  one  day. 
22  miles  in  one  day. 
22  miles  in  one  da.\. 

Entire  Command — Vavalrjf,  Foot  Troops,  and  Trains. 

25} 

18 

25  V  Marches  of  seven  consecutive  days. 


Ml 
21  fit 

31  i 

25  iniles  in  one  day. 
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Table  of  AvtragM. 

From  AoKiut  ^  to  September  15,  iDclaBiTe,  to  the  oesaation  of  par- 
suit  of  the  hostilea  by  advaaoe  ander  Slargis,  camp  on  Uosselskell -. 

Days,  19     377  miles. 


From  Septemtwr  17  to  October  1,  iaclasive,  from  camp  on  Hasselshril 
to  Hissouri  Biver : 

•  Days,  IS  I  231  miles. 


From  AaguBt  28  to  October  1,  toduaive,  iuclading  all  h^ts  aud  resu 
ftom  Henry  Lake  to  Uiaaoari  River: 

Days,  35  l  608  miles. 


1    17.4 
Bame,  dedactiug  all  baits  and  rests  (3  days  id  camp) : 
Days,  32  I  808  miles. 


18.424 


Grand  total  average  from  beginning  of  the  pursnit  across  tbe  Lolo 
trait  until  the  embarkation  on  tbe  Missoari  Kiver  for  tbe  bomeward 
ioDroey,  iuclnding  all  balie  and  stoppages,  from  July  27  to  October  10: 
Days,  75  I  1321  miles  |  17.61  miles  per  day,  arenige. 

1321') 

*  1- Total  from  Lewtston  to  month  of  Little  Rocky  Creek. 


311    1 

501^  I  pr^ni  Lewiston  to  Henry  Lake. 

812.8 1 

Lieutenant  Fletober  has  in  process  of  preparation  a  map  of  the  cam- 
paign and  buttles,  quite  in  detail,  which  I  will  send  as  soon  as  it  shall 
be  finished,  to  be  placed  with  this  report. 

Permit  me  to  express  to  the  general  commnnding  the  division  and  to 
the  Oeneral  of  the  Army  my  gratefal  sense  of  renewed  obligation  for 
needed  counsel  and  prompt  aud  energetic  official  support  daring  the  late 
trying  campaign  against  the  hostile  nou-treaty  Indians  of  Idaho. 
Very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Brigadier- Oeneral,  U.  8.  A., 
CommaHding  Department  '•/  the  Colutmhia. 
The  Assistant  Adjutakt-Gbnebal, 

Military  Divieion  of  the  Paeifia,  San  FranciMO,  Cat. 
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GENEBAL  OF  THE  ARMT. 


ilr.  J.  J.  Cain'i 


The  Iniwanh  of  thb  Uppbr  Cou'mbia— An  exact  and  iupartial  account  of 
THE  CONDITIO!*  asd  SITUATION— Nkcewsity  of  action  in  rboard  to  tbwi— a 

PUIN  OI.TUNED, 

Portland,  Dectmber  18, 1877, 

Sir  :  Being  uware  at  tbe  d«ep  interest  juu  take  in  Hvcntiog  aJuBt  aod  bomitDe  boId- 
tioD  of  the  liiilian  prnbleni^  nod  hnviuK  bud  uiany  yean  experience  nith  tbe  ludiaue  in 
Knatern  Oregon  and  Waebmgtoa  and^Norih  Idaho,  I  lake  tbe  liberty  o(  submitting 
some  of  the  results  of  m;  experietice. 

Tlie  incipiuut  caunesof  the  late  outbreak  date  bark  many  yeara;  id  fact,  t-o  tbe  time 
the  treaties  were  made,  aitliough  there  nere  many  minor  causes  Ibat  tended  to  aggra- 
v>te  maltem,  all  ut  which  you  are  familiar  witb. 

I  wiiih  particularly  to  n>ier  to  the  preaeut  feeling  among  the  Indians  occupying  the 
district  of  country  before  referred  to.  The  Indians  cast  of  the  Columbia  and  Snake 
Rlverf,  and  residing  this  side  of  the  Bitter  Root  range  of  mountains,  have  never  been 
treated  vritb,  although  promised  from  time  to  time,  from  the  period  that  treaties  were 
made  with  the  other  Indians,  they  should  have  tbe  same  consideration  at  the  bunds  of 
the  goverument.  Theee  Indians,  with  but  few  eiceptious,  were  iiiliet  during  the  war 
of  lS56-'&4i.  The  war  with  them  in  \H5S  was  mainly  due  to  their  belief  that  Itiey  were 
not  to  be  cared  for  as  promised,  and  the  apprebenaion  that  tbe  whites  would  occupy 
their  oonntry  withoat  any  regard  to  their  nghts. 

The  same  anxiety  still  exists  in  their  miuda.  They  are  fnlly  aware  of  the  ^reat  in- 
dncemeuts  their  country  offers  to  the  agricalturist  and  miner,  and  they  view  with  ereat 
alarm  tbe  large  immigration  ponring  into  the  country  before  any  pro  visions  have  oeen 
made  by  tbe  government  to  secure  them  their  rights.  There  are  abont  five  tbonsand  of 
these  Indians  in  the  district  of  country  alluded  to,  living  in  aniallconimniii  ties  indiffer- 
ent parts  of  thielargeareaof  country,  mostly  nponandin  the  vicinity  ut  the  several  riv- 
ers and  Btreams,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  boantiful  supplies  of  all  kinds  of  fish,  which 
aid  very  materially  in  their  subsistence.    The  most  of  these  Indiar .....--   .. 


Knse  with  their  Ash  aa  tbe  white  man  would  be  to  dispense  witb  his  beef  and  oiatton. 
most  iostaucee  they  have  not  only  cnltivated  gardens,  bnt  have  opened  small  lamia 
without  any  encouragement  or  aid  from  the  government. 


The  propoHed  reservations  for  these  people  are  very  extensive  and  occupy  a  large 
portion  of  the  country.  The  Indians  already  located  upon  these  proposed  reser- 
vations are  tbe  only  ones  that  will  be  satisQed.  Those  that  would  have  to  desert 
their  present  homes  would  have  to  be  moved  by  force.  Many  of  these  Indians  along 
the  Columbia  and  Snake  Rivers,  occupying  lands  comparatively  useless  to  tbeenter- 
pridug  white  settlers;  are  taking  nut  their  Bret  papers,  with  a  view  to  avail  thenuelree 
of  tbe  righle  of  citizenship,  and  lake  up  lands  in  severalty  to  avoid  going  upon  a  res- 
ervation. 1  have  been  consulted  b^  many  of  these  Indians  from  time  to  time  upon 
this  subject,  and  feel  conddent  that  if  proper  legislation  could  be  bad,  with  carefnl 
dealing  and  explanations  made  to  all  of  them  not  treated  witb,  a  saving  to  the  gov- 
ernment could  be  had  of  from  two  to  three  millions  of  acres  of  land  for  immediate 
settlement,  besides  dispensing  with  the  present  expensive  reservation  system. 

The  policy  of  blowing  Indians  to  take  land  in  severalty  once  Inangnrated  in  the 
dlslrict  of  country  occnpiad  by  the  Indians  not  yet  treated  with,  wonld  be  tbe  means 
of  inducing  Indiana  now  npon  rest-rvations  to  adopt  a  similar  policy  within  the 
next  few  years. 

CongreHB,  in  1S58,  extended  the  land  laws  east  of  the  Cascade  Mountains,  before  tbe 
conBrmation  of  the  treaties,  and  the  immigrants  and  minera  who  are  pushing  into  the 
upper  country  referred  to  do  not  regard  the  Indians  as  possessing  any  rights  they  are 
boond  to  respect  in  locating  upon  Hinds.  TBere  are  in  this  region  extensive  mining 
grounds  now  known,  that  will  pay  moderate  wages,  and  men  are  now  preparing  to 
organise  companies  to  occupy  these  gronnds,  under  a  law  of  Congress  allowing  minera 
to  asaociaEe,  and  pre-empt  mining  lands.  The  leading  Indians  are  aware  of  all  these 
facts,  and  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  say  that  I  am  convinced  that  nnleassoaie  legis- 
lation is  had  to  protect  the  Indiansallndedto,  tronbleof  a  veryserions  obaiaetermnet 
occur  before  the  expiration  of  another  year,  which  will  require  a  large  military  force 

Tbe  minds  of  tbe  Indians  treated  with,  and  npon  reservations,  are  also  maehexolted 
in  regard  to  their  future.  From  their  loug  and  intimate  interconne  witb  the  whites, 
many  speaking  our  language,  Ihey  fully  comiirehend  the  prevailing  desire  of  tbe 
irbilea  to  occupy  their  reservations,  even  to  the  extent  of  rasortinE  to  force.  They 
are  also  aware  of  the  prevailing  opinion  of  tbe  large  m^iority  of  the  whites  that  at 
(be  expiration  of  tbe  twenty  years  tbe  Intlisns  are  to  receive  annuities,  that  all  their 
rights  to  tbe  occnpancy  of  the  lands  nsimivud  are  to  be  abrogated,  and  that  there  are 
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many  perwoa  now  selecting  lauds  upon  the  reservatiODS  with  b  view  to  oceip;  tht> 
as  HKiD  aH  the  prpsenr  tr^ntlPH  expire. 

The  present  reRervatiuii  nysMm  bMbeen  %  in^nt  failure  in  rcaliiiug  tin  mjpwUtiDi- 
of  ihe  gn\triiiiii-ii(  in  rit'niil  to  the  improremert  nf  the  condition  of  tbe  ImTiia.  A*i 
Hiatter  of  coune  there  are  mme  few  eieeptiotiB.  The  more  int«lligeiit  of  tbc  lndi(» 
are  apprehensive  that  the  government  will  not  ho  able  to  eteicise  Bqfficient  aathoiiM 
to  prolBct  them  in  futnre  fn  their  right*  secureil  under  this  ajsteoi,    Tbej  IqUj  ok 

tirel'i-nil  that  a  large  immigration  is  pouring  into  the  conntr;.  det«niiinnl  to  ttrm 
and  ut  all  bsEnnlB.  For  these  reasons  they  can  ho  induced  t*>  take  l«nds  in  wTpnlt: 
whrreby  they  (ran  be  necnred  in  homes  in  which  they  can  have  the  pivtcalion  of  ttr' 
natioiinl  and  local  laws  for  all  time  to  come.  The  inducement  offend  tr>  the  imic 
grant  tn engage  in  farming,  mining,  imd  other  hnsiniiw  pnrHnits  in  cmmfctionnni. 
proposed  railrcnd  enterprises  in  Enstem  Oregon,  Washington,  and  Korth  Idaho  iDnr" 
a  largi-  ponnlation  within  a  very  short  tiuie,  and  to  preBer''e  the  present  imertiiV'. 
aystpni  w-ill  necessitate  the  presence  of  a  very  targu  military  force,  with  (onsHiBliiu 
ger  of  conflict  Wtween  Ihe  military  authority  and  the  citizen.  Otberviar,  so  iixts 
criminate  wfir  would  he  AnBlty  made  upon  the  Indian  liy  the  citizen,  regBtling  Id  h- 
BpFpdy  extprmiunliou  contrary  to  all  dicta'es  of  hnmanily.' 

Ill  my  opinion  the  only  safe  nolntion  of  the  qnestion  is  to  indnce  Coogrm  tn  pui  i 
general  bnmeslxad  law  fur  the  ''xpecial  liencllt  of  the  Indians,  with  the  Mlorui):  Irad- 
Ing  provisinna:  Give  each  heail  of  family  l&)  acres  agricul rural  and  past nre  land,  tt^. 
to  a  single  man  Ft)  acres,  allowing  them  to  take  up  the  land  by  the  forry-acr*  (nlH 
TisIouH,  and  small  i^ommunities  to  take  their  pastoral  in  a  large  l>ody  together,  each  bii 
Ing  his  portion  set  apart  separately;  patents  to  be  issai>d,  with  the  reMTvatiiio  ihe 
the  land  conld  never  be  alienated  from  the  Indian  and  his  hein.  School  difrriil- 
shonld  be  estabiiHbed  for  the  especial  benefit  of  the  Indians,  and  proppr  pfnnnf<.i 
tenchern  employed  by  the  government  for  a  period  of  time  who  could  eierciar  i  s>1d> 
tairinflneiice  over  the  Indian  and  assist  in  executing  the  laws. 

When  Indians  are  disposed  to  lenm  any  mechanical  trade,  pTOTisionshoaMbeissiltU 
asslsttheminlieingapprenticed  to  proper  persons  in  legitimate  busineesin  tbediffnnii 
parts  of  the  country.  lieeds  and  agricultural  implements  shonld  Im  supplied  ttma  fw 
a  period  of  time,  and  one  good  practical  fanner  acquainted  with  Indian  chine CfrmM 
distribute  seeds  and  implements  and  instruct  and  assist  a  large  nomberot  Inilim 
They  do  not  care  for  triokots  and  blankets,  which  they  can  al  ways  puRhaie  at  Mri 
pricea  that  they  do  not  value  them  as  gifta  from  the  government. 

Hills  are  l>eing  erected  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  they  conM  get  their  nilliu 
donein  their  immediate  vicinity  whbre  they  wonid  do  their  other  trading.  Tbej»boiiJ 
be  held  amenable  to  alt  the  laws  extended  over  the  white  man,  and  the  same  pmitti 
should  l>e  imposed  npoo  the  Indian  and  the  while  man  alike  that  is  imposed  b;  lin 
legislation  for  selling  liiinor  to  minors,  making  the  offense  a  felony.  All  tril»l  nit 
tions  should  he  disregarded,  which  the  Indians  are  gradually  abandoning  now.  Pn^K 
flhonid  be  vested  in  proper  persona  to  enforce  the  law  and  prot«ct  as  well  as  tn  pmirt ' 
the  Indian  and  white  man.  In  addition  tn  the  saving  of  lands  to  the  goTenim«t  fi^ 
immediate  occupation,  it  can  be  readily  seen  that  besides  nwiurin^  peace  and  the  |m» 
ervntion  of  the  Indian,  a  great  aaviug  can  be  made  in  the  eipenditnres  of  the  goTHi 
ment  in  the  Indian's  behalf. 

Near  the  Upper  Spokane  bridge  there  ia  an  Indian  village,  eompowd  of  tnolyiwi 
dent  families.  They  have  aeventeeu  dwellings,  and  aliont  one  hundred  acmof  iai 
nnder  cult  ivation,  inclosed  with  one  and  a  half  miles  of  good  fence.  Stylomei)  thfbni 
man  and  buaineea  manager.  He  does  not  exercise  any  aothority  as  a  chief,  tinr  dot- 
he  recognize  any  chief  over  him.  He  lost  all  hia  stuck  in  the  war  of  1858.  Siawlbn 
he  bos  changed  his  viewa  and  habits,  and  has  built  two  good  log-bouses  terhiiDwIi 
has  two  wagons  aud  harness,  a  buggy,  and  plenty  of  work-horses.  He  hi«  his  Mihi' 
grannry,  wagon-house,  aud  chicken-house,  in  imitation  of  all  well-to-do  fannen.  H" 
has  grain  to  sell  every  year.  There  am  about  one  hundred  other  Indians,  vhn  >?"' 
the  Huniuier  in  hunting,  fishing,  and  trapping,  who  stop  at  Stylome'sTiilapiinibi 
winter,  and  acknowledge  the  rognlationg  made  for  their  self,  govern  ment,  whirt  ••' 
enforced  by  an  ofHcer  dnly  elecleil,  whi>  performs  eimilar  duties  to  our  sberift.  W 
Indian  committing  an  olTenae  against  an  Indian  or  white  man,  if  properly  in (ot«« 
npon,  is  dnly  arreal«d  and  punished.  Although  they  have  daily  buaineai  trai»aciioi> 
with  the  whitea,  no  difficnitien  occur. 

These  Indians  are  included  within  the  limits  of  one  of  the  pioposed  resprvarioB 
and,  aa  a  matter  of  courae,  are  aatiatiiMl.  for  what  they  have  accomplished  has  t""' 
witTinnl  aid  from  the  governmeDt,  and  they  are  willing  to  receive  any  »iBi«awj 
oflered;  hut  if  they  were  left  out  of  the  limits  of  the  proposed  reserve  tb«v»"''« 
have  t«  be  moved  by  force.  1  could  mention  many  other  ioal«ncea  of  ih«  eHnctr'^ 
thesn  Indians,  not  Irented  with,  in  the  same  direction.  Governor  Slevena  Hplaianl 
to  the  Indians,  in  making  treaties  with  them,  that  he  anticipated  at  the  expirstiiw  »; 
twenty  yearn  that  most  of  tiiem  would  be  enabled  to  occopy  land  in  eeverallj.  •"' 
eqjoy  all  of  the  benefits  of  independent  citicens;  and  those  ou  the  dtSerent  ra«^''  , 
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ti'oni  not  prepared  to  live  without  hi  agent's  HnpervisioD,  woald  be  placed  upon  one 
reaervation  somewhere  in  the  npper  coantry.  Spokane  Oarr;  well  rememben  Oov- 
ernoT  Stevens's  views,  and  oolled  mj  attention  to  them  especially  last  snramer,  know- 
iup  I  wu  familiar  with  the  same  fact. 

1  do  not  pretend  to  say  the  polloy  indicated  can  be  carried  ont  without  a  great  deal 
of  patience  and  careful  dealing  and  eiplauationa  made  to  the  iQdians.  They  are  now 
having  conferences  and  consultations  among  themselves  in  regard  to  the  sitnation 
without  the  knowledge  or  conouTrenoe  of  the  agenta. 

In  regard  to  the  Indians  who  still  adhere  to  tbeir  original  wild  and  Toving  habito, 
to  eatablish  a  reservation  for  their  especial  tienefit  would  only  be  an  eoconragement 
to  them  to  continue  their  original  mode  of  life.  Tliey  would  natnrally  spend  their 
winters  with  the  little  established  cominunitiM,  eucb  as  Stylome's,  andoonid  be  grod- 
nally  inSuenoed  by  the  better  class  and  more  infliteutial  Indians  who  bave  changed 
tbeir  mode  of  life. 

There  have  been  somany  diSerentsaggestlonsandpropasitione  made  to  the  Indians, 
which  have  not  received  any  fulfillment  on  the  part  of  Congress  or  the  anthoritiee  at 
'VVaahingUin,  that  tbey  have  lost  oonQdence  in  all  propositions  made  them,  and  unless 
accompanied  with  some  ability  for  apractical  fulfillment  which  they  cau  comprehend, 
they  will  give  bnt  little  heed  to  what  is  said  to  them.  Tbey  reicanl  you,  sir,  as  their 
friend,  and  at  the  same  time  are  now  under  a'wholesoojo  fear  resoUing  from  yonr  re- 
cent military  operations.  Tbe  present  season  is  the  propitious  time  to  adjust  the  rela- 
lions  between  the  Indian  and  the  government  satisfactorily.  Before  leaving  the  upper 
country  I  met  many  Indians  who  said  tbey  were  ioforiaea  yon  would  nae  force  to  put 
them  on  reaervatione  this  winter,  which  excited  them  much,  fearing  starvation.  I 
cautionfli  them  to  listen  to  no  words  that  did  not  come  direct  from  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  v«ry  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  CAIN. 

Brig.  Geo.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Comnumdin^  Dtpartment  (Julambia,  Portland,  Oreg. 
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retilioH  of  cititetu. 
To  0.  O.  Howard, 

Gtnaral  ComntasiIJiur  the  Department  of  Ike  I'aeifie. 
Gkhkrai.:  This  is  a  prayer  for  the  ^tabUshment  of  a  i 
in  tbe  Spokane  country,  and  we,  whose  names  follow,  ce 
ment  of  facts : 

Tbe  conntry  to  be  protected  Is  one  of  the  finest  agricultnral  and  grazing  regions  on 
the  Pacific  coast.  Cavalry  horses,  when  not  in  service,  might  be  herded  eight  months 
uf  the  year,  and  do  well  witbont  grain.  Cereals  in  abundant  supply  can  be  rained  for 
man  and  horse.  Fuel  would  be  at  yonr  tent-doom.  Lumber  for  barracks  can  be  bad 
very  low  and  couvenienL  Fine  locations  for  garrison  purpoeee,  with  excellent  water, 
ore  yet  in  the  hands  of  government. 

The  garrison  at  Fort  Colville  practically  afiords  ns  no  protection  on  account  of  its 
smallnesB,  distance,  and  impassaule  condition  of  the  roads  during  a  large  portion  of 
I  be  year. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  and  surrounded  by  the  following  tribes  of  Indians,  none  of 
whom  are  on  reservations,  viz ;  Spokaues,  C<cur  d'Alenes,  Palonses,  Colviiles,  I£al&- 
pclls,  Pen  d'Oreilles,  and  scattering  bands  of  some  other  tribes.  Their  most  eiteusive 
tishiog-gronnds  are  also  on  the  Spokane,  where  twice  a  year  tbey  assemble  in  great 
nninb«rs,aQbrding  favorable  opportunities  to  combine  in  attacks  on  the  settlers.  Their 
beat  camas-Qelds  are  also  within  easy  reach  of  a  garrison  located  in  this  country. 
Several  times  already  have  tbe  settlers  left  the  country  on  acoonnl  of  Indian  troubles,- 
and  many  are  now  leaving. 

Without  military  protection  thedevelopmentof  this  fine  conntry  must  be  disaslroa^ly 
retarded.  Walla  Walla  is  too  far  off.  It  affords  a  safe  place  for  tbe  soldier,  bnt  the 
safety  of  the  soldier  there  is  oft«n  the  death  or  rniu  of  the  citizen  here. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  recent  occurrencRs,  we  earnestly  pray  yon,  general,  to  use 
your  infiaence  with  tbe  department  tK]  establish  a  garrison  for  the  protection  of  the 
citizens  in  the  region  named  above. 
Jnne  25,  IBW. 

S.  G.  HAVERMALE, 
"I  Epiiieoaai  I 
■    J.  M.  GLOVER, 
Pottmailer  at  Spokane  Falli. 

M.  M.  CAWLEY, 
Poatmaaler  at  Sp<Aane  Bridge, 
And  eighty-seven  others. 
41  W 


bili  REPORT  OF  THE  8ECBETART  OF   WAR. 

Mr.  Haeermal^t  letttr  of  tm»»»ituU. 

Wali^  Wall*,  Wash,  /»lj  M,  l?r. 

General:  I  hope  yoa  will  pardon  my  treepasB  upon  your  time,  bat  oat  pHwV  a 
the  Spokane  are  in  immiueot  daD)(er  and  without  anuH  ordefeDse  of  uiykiDf  1  tuf 
the  prayer  of  the  petitionera  will  be  graDted.  It  may  not  be  in  very  good  form. »~ 
having  any  military  man  among  us,  bat  it  atates  facts.  ItwaaatfiratiDlcndadUtu:^ 
it  signed  only  by  a  few  men  in  official  station,  bat  the  people  all  wanted  to,  lo  it  ii> 
permitted. 

It  is  the  great  haad-cent«r  of  the  Indian  country.  Many  will  lose  their  wbolt  auft 
while  they  are  taking  their  families  to  places  of  safety. 

If  government  receives  money  for  land  the  settleT  ought  to  be  Becnred  in  its  pow^ 

I  would  have  Bent  this  to  yon  earlier  but  for  the  press  of  busiaess  on  fooi  hsndf. 
At  this  date  no  arms  have  reached  Spokane  Falls. 
YoarB,  most  truly, 

S.  G.  HAVEEMAU 

ApraNDlX  D. 

Colonel  Watkin^K  leller. 

SrOKANX  Falls,  Wash.,  Augatl  Ic.  l-~. 
DlAK  Okkkral:  We  have  Just  closed  oar  ooaocil  with  the  Indians  ot  thsTiriDii 
tribes  of  the  north.  Moses  was  not  present,  bot  I  tbink  it  WM  on  account  at  not  tF' 
tiDK  proper  word  of  the  time  and  place.  I  had  nnderatood  that  he  wm  nonh  of  I'x 
8pMane  River,  and  wrote  to  Agent  BimmB  to  send  him  an  official  invitatiMi  Ib  I' 
present,  in  aocordatice  with  the  agreement  mode  with  bim  at  Yakima,  bntheliiM''' 
send  a  reliable  messenger,  and  the  probability  is  that  he  did  not  leorv  of  the  mmr'.i 
'    reach  here.    He  is  still  at  his  old  place  on  the  Colombia,  and  has  renuici^ 


there  through  all  the  excitemeul.  I  caaoot  believe  there  is  ao;  intention  on  hi>  pv^ 
to  neglect  to  att«nd.    I  write  him  and  eeud  by  special  courier  to-daj. 

The  Indiana  present  all  expressed  tbeii  friendly  feeliog  toward  (bewhitM.u4 
promised  to  go  upon  the  reservation  I  have  decided  to  recommend  and  npoe  Uk* 
already  established. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  agreement  signed  by  tbe  Indiana.  A  good  Ceelin;  pnnj^i, 
and  the  uidians  all  promise  obedience.  I  have  not  made  them  an;  proiniau,lMii'| 
int«nd  to  secure  an  appropriation  for  them  next  year.  Agent  Simma  biw  hid  noitui: 
to  do  with,  and  has  done  Hoiking.  Am  inclined  to  think  he  will  bare  to  be  replug 
by  a  more  energetic  man.  All  will  be  well  this  way,  I  firmly  believe.  The  atni  bri 
your  oommaud  in  the  field  is  me^^er,  but  I  trust  to  hear  favorable  news  when  1  nfi 
IjewUton. 

General  Wheaton  and  all  tbe  officers  of  hie  command  have  been  eztienwlj  i 
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rSpecisl  <Men  No.  ICT.)  , 

HRADQUARTERe  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  COLCHBU. 

PorlUtnd,  Ortg.,  i'drfmifl- 13.  I*^- 
G.  The  verbal  iuBtrnctions  of  tbe  department  commander  of  July  aS,lSrT,toFir« 
Lieut.  MelvilleC.  Wilkinson, Third Infantiy, aide-de-camp,  to  accompany  theii»p«i^ 
of  Indian  affairs  to  different  ludian  triliee  in  this  department,  are  ooDfirmed. 


OENEBAL  OF  THE  ABMY. 


,  0  Umatillk  Agency,  Oreg.;  Umatilla  Agency  to  Gray's 
Hu-bor  t«  Talalip  Afenoy,  Wash. ;  Tnlalip  Agency  to  Seattle,  Wash. ;  Seattle  to  Port 
Townsend,  Wasb. ;  Fort  Townseud  to  Portland,  Oreg. ;  Portland  to  Warm  Springs 
^ency,  Oreg. ;  Portland  to  Grande  Roude  Agency,  Oreg. ;  Grande  Konde  Agency  to 
iiletz  Agency,  Oreg. ;  Siletz  Agency  to  Portland,  Oreg. ;  und  between  the  dates  of  July 
J3,  1M77,  and  OctoWt  30,  1877. 
Bt  command  of  Brigadier-General  Howard : 

H.  CLAY  WOOD, 
Aiiislani  AdJHlant-Gmefa}. 


HlfAtXlCARTEKS   DEPARTMRNT  OF  TIIR  COLUMBIA, 

Portland,  Oreg.,  Xocember  5,  1677. 

Sir:  I  bave  the  boDor  to  submit  my  report  of  atonrof  inspection  of  the  Indian 
agencies  in  ibis  department;  also  some  dutails  of  the  conncil  hold  at  Spokane  Falls 
in  Angast  last. 

In  accordance  with  inatrnctions  from  the  department  commander,  I  left  Lswiston, 
Idabo,  Augnst  3,  with  United  States  Indian  Inspector  E.  C.  Watkins,  to  join  the  "  left 
column,"  OeneraJ  Wbeaton'a,  which  we  did  at  3.30  p.  m.,  same  day.  August  i,  the  col- 
nmn  marched  to  Palonse  City;  on  tbefith  to  Pine  Creek.  The  6th,  the  column  remaitied 
in  nnmp,  Inspector  Watkins  and  myself  riding  over  the  mountains  to  the  Lower  Cceur 
d'Alene  Missioa,  where  we  meet  Father  Cataldo  and  Jos£t,  the  chief  of  the  Crenr 
d'Alenee.    Selties  arrives  at  the  mission  about  one  bonr  attar  ns. 

This  visit  settles  the  question,  an  important  one  jnst  now  to  this  section,  as  to  the 
friendliness  of  these  Indians.  They  show  ns  that  they  have  done  all  in  their  power  to 
protect  the  settlers  in  that  part  of  the  conntry,  having  made  regular  details  Co  do  so 
under  the  genorul  direction  of  Chief  Selties;  in  many  instances,  driving  stock  out  of  |[Tain- 
fields,  and  guarding  the  homes  of  settlers  who  had,  in  tbe  general  panic,  fled  to  the 
stockades.  These  facts  were  afterward  verified  by  the  testimony  of  the  settlers  them- 
selves. Selties  gave  ns  assurances  that  he  would,  with  his  people,  do  all  in  his  power 
to  prevent  re-enforcements  for  Joaeph,  and  promised  to  come  witb  his  principal  men 
lo  the  council  at  Spokane  Palls,  and  tielp  in  the  way  of  preventing  any  further  troubles 
with  any  Indians  of  this  section — promises  he  faitnfiilly  kept. 

August  T,  culamn  moves  to  Hangman's  Creek  (Copeland's).  Here  citizens  came  ask- 
ing the  inspector  for  a  portion  of  the  timber-land  on  the  Cteur  d'Alene  raoervation. 
They  are  nrmty  told  that  their  request  will  receive  no  attention  by  him ;  that  these 
peaGe-ke«pinK  Indians  are  not  to  be  distnrtred  in  any  way  upon  their  reservation. 

August  M,  The  inspector  and  myself,  with  small  detachment  of  cavalry  nuder  com- 
mand of  Lieotenant  Brodie,  First  Cavalry,  ride  on  15  miles  to  Spangle's  house  and 
■toekade. 

Angust  9.  Ride  to  Spokane  Falls,  to  And  that  the  Indians  do  not  seem  to  have  been 
properly  notified  of  the  council. 

August  10  we  spend  waiting  for  the  Indians. 

AugnsI  11.  Spokane  Garry  comes  to  meet  us,  but  is  offlah  and  does  not  receive  ns  at  all 
kiudlv.  The  column  having  come  np,  we  pitch  our  tent  neat  General  Wheaton's.  To- 
day citizens  at  and  near  Spokane  Falls  come  to  ns  nrging  that  the  Indians  be  put  on 
noervatioDS,  but  ask  that  troops  be  stationed  at  Spokane  Falbi;  express  fears  that  there 
will  be  trouble  unless  they  are  protected,  should  the  Indians  be  thus  disposed  of.  This 
dayalBoqoitealargeDambiu'of  ludiansarrive,  representing  the  different  tribes  called 
to  the  conn  oil. 

On  the  13tb  tost..  Hoses  not  having  reported,  conncil  was  further  delayed  two  days 
for  him.  Fonrlndlaaa  came  in  who  are  suspected  of  being  non-treaty  Nez  Percte;  after 
an  uuaatlsfaotory  talk  of  considerable  length,  the  insi>ector  turns  them  over  to  Gen- 
eral Wheatoa ;  later  in  the  day,  it  baviug  been  ascertained  that  they  were  such,  Qen- 
eral  Wheaton  orders  them  placed  in  Irons. 

On  tbe  14tb,  messengers  are  sent  to  ascertain  tbenomber  and  spirit  of  Indiansatthe 
Lower  Spokane  fishery,  and  messenger  Sherwood  is  sent  after  some  Nez  Perc^  Indians 
reported  to  be  in  the  Poudura  coaotry,  with  orders  to  brinf;  them  to  ns.  Orders  arrive 
to-day  halting  this  column  at  Spokane  FallB,aDdiDforma(iDu  received  that  instructions 
are  in  ronie  to  as  by  epecial  messenger  from  the  oommaniling  general  of  the  depart- 
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TIm  foUowing  is  a  lut  of  oUefa  sod  beadman  in  eoaDcIl  and  thair  loeation : 
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TbeSpokAHM  »t«  to  thn«  bandl^  riz :  Upper  aad  Lowar  Spakanea,  and  Spobsue 
FbIIb  baud.  The  Upper  Spoksnea  live  from  tha  moatb  of  Little  Spokaoe  to  JbiptUtc 
Flrou'a  Prairie,  twelve  miles  eaat  of  Little  Spokane. 

The  Loirer  Spakanes  lire  from  the  Liowai  Spokuie  bridge  to  a  poiut  eighteea  mil(« 
donn  the  Spokane  River. 

The  Spokane  Falls  band  live  from  the  month  of  Little  Spokane  to  Spokane  FalK 
north  Bide  of  Spokane  River.  There  areabont  40  of  this  band,  under  Three  HDDDtaiIl^ 
or  William  Chief,  who  live  from  Spokane  FalU  to  the  mouth  of  Hangman's  Cre«k. 

The  Cri^ur  'dAtenes  live  on  Ilangnian'i  Creek,  Camaa  Prairie,  eaat  and  north  to  Mi^ 
aoiila  River. 

Tbe  Pen  iVOreilles  live  on  the  Camas  Prairie,  forty-flva  milea  eaat  of  Colville  Valley 
aoil  np  the  Peu  d'Oreille  River  to  the  Mission,  in  Montana  Territory. 

Tbe  OkanagODS  live  on  Kettle  River,  and  on  Okanagon  River,  to  the  4!Kh  parAlltl 
in  British  Columbia. 

The  Colvillee  live  in  the  lower  part  of  Colville  Valley  and  Colnmbia  River,  to  tbe 
mouth  of  Spokane  River,  both  aidta  of  the  Columbia. 


MSMORAXDUM 


a  COUNCIL. 


October  16.  Council  opened  with  prayer  by  a  Spokane  Indian,  Cornelias.  Insp«cti>T 
Wutkins  then  said, in  anl>atanoe ;  "That  be  bad oome from  Waahingtontomeet  tbem: 
eTpecl«d  to  have  met  them  before,  as  arranged  with  General  Howard,  bat  upon  visit- 
ing Lapwai  fonnd  that  the  nnn-treaty  Nez  Pi)tcA  had  gone  to  war;  that  General  Haz- 
ard was  then  driving  them  I>eyond  the  tnonntains  aad  would  kill  or  capture  tbem ; 
that  no  one  canld  teel  worse  than  himself  concerning  the  Nez  Perc^  of  whom  it 
could  be  said,  until  now,  that  their  hands  ba<l  never  be«ii  stained  by  the  blood  of  tlir 
white  man.  Oeneral  Wheaton  aud  Captain  Wilkinson  will  represent  General  Howani 
in  this  conncil ;  want  yon  to  take  yonr  time  aad  fell  me  all  your  wants ;  how  yon  like 
your  agent,  and  how  you  are  getting  on.  I  came  to  talk  abant  these  matteia.  Jt  it 
the  wish  and  the  direction  of  the  eovemment  tbat  all  the  lodiaus should  go  njion  tbr 
reservationa,  or  become  citizeus.  I  sent  some  time  ago  to  Moses  a  message  to  iMime  lu 
this  coancii.  I  fear  he  has  not  received  IL  Now,  select  yoor  cbiefa  to  talk  for  yoa, 
and  let  them  go  on." 

Chief  Seltiite  (Cicur  d'Alene)  spoke  lltst  and  said  that  be  bad  been  belping  Iht 
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whiles,  and  now  wanted  tbe  whites  to  help  him  and  hie  people ;  "am  workiog  now 
for  a  piece  of  land  for  my  cbildren  ;  hope  :rou  people  will  do  all  that's  right  to  please 
the  ludians.  I  And  that  mj  good  people  are  from  the  church ;  would  like  m;  teser- 
vBtion  B  little  larger ;  it's  too  small  it  other  Indians  waal  to  come  on." 

To-Dsr-kel  (Okaoagou).  This  chief  at  this  time  also  spoke  for  the  Colvilles,  then 
said :  "  I  came  to  kuow  how  mach  land  I'm  going  to  get.  We  hod  a  talk  abont  oar 
reservation  before;  think  if  tbegovemmeot  would  glTeas  a  six-mile  strip  this  (east) 
side  ColambiaKivBr,all  tbe  way  from  British  Colambia,  that  that  will  be  euoDgb.  [The 
iDspector  will  so  recommend.]  Uy  people  all  like  oar  oouutry ;  the^r  are  big,  like  me, 
e  plenty  of  grub." 


Coe-te-akan,  a  Lotrer  Spokane,  whose  English  name  is  Cornelias,  and  who  oponed 
the  day's  cooncil  with  prayer,  said,  after  exhibiting  a  paper  civen  him  by  the  Kev.  Idr. 
Eells,  as  to  tbe  friendliness  of  the  Lower  Spolcaues:  "HV  heart  ia  just  as  that  paper 


in  regard  to  a  loservatiou. 

Spokane  Qarry  then  said  that  he  was  thinking  about  Hoses :  "  If  you  don't  want  to 
have  Moses  at  this  council  we  will  talk  to  morrow.  There  1b  always  one  that  acts 
mean  in  a  conncil.  We  are  not  talking  for  fun.  Mosea  and  Smohatlle  ongbt  to  go  on 
a  reserration." 

The  inspector  then  said  that  we  have  tbe  written  promises  of  Moees  and  Smoballie 
that  they  will  go  on  reservations  by  tbe  first  of  September  next. 
Garry.  That  we  didn't  know. 

Inspector.  If  they  don't  go,  General  Howard  will  use  the  Army  to  pat  them  on  a 
reservation — those  who  are  not  citizens. 

Gany  said  that  he  wanted  to  stay  where  he  was ;  didn't  like  tbe  country  tbe  In- 
spector bad  selected  for  a  reservation. 

Chiefs  of  tbe  Colvilles,  Upper  Spokones,  and  Feu  d'Oreilles  spoke  in  a  very  friendly 
manner.  The  inspector  said  lat«r  in  the  conncil  he  would  speak  more  in  a  general 
way,  and  General  Wheaton  expressed  himself  that  soldiers  were  for  fighting,  not  talk- 
ing, and  that  they  were  the  friends  of  tbe  Indians. 

At  the  request  of  tbe  inspector,  Captain  Wilkinson  closed  tbe  day's  conncil  with 
some  advice  to  the  Indians. 

August  17.  Council  opened  wii.b  Father  Cataldo  in  prayer,  after  which  the  inspector 
eiplained  folly  his  duties  and  his  responsibilities,  to  stand  as  the  true  friend  of  all 
Indians.  His  careful  statement  was  lifit«ued  to  with  closest  attention  by  all  rave 
Qarry,  giving,  except  in  Lie  case,  great  satisfaction. 

Semo  (Pen  d'Oreille).  Indians  are  working  for  two  things,  trying  to  get  a  piece  ot 
land  and  save  their  souls.  In  this  way  we  have  two  hearts,  nrst  sonl  and  then  body. 
Father  Cataldo,  at  the  earuest  solicitation  of  the  inspector,  then  gave  the  Indians 
excellent  instruction,  especially  in  direction  of  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  tbe  sin  of 
sloth,  tbe  necessity  of  giving  the  inspector  a  decided  answer  in  regard  to  going  upon 
reservations  and  gutting  homes,  and  then  would  come  the  blessing  of  schools  for  their 
children,  when,  being  thus  located,  the  government  would  help  in  t^e  way  of  farming, 
tools,  &c.    Tbe  Inspector  added  that  this  would  be  so. 

The  Kev.  Mr.  Cowley  warmly  indorsed  what  Father  Cataldo  bud  said,  adding  some 
other  practical  thongbts. 

At  this  point  Garry  was  asked  to  speak,  which  be  refused  to  do,  clearly  ebowtog 
himself  the  one  disturbing  element,  but  bis  action  was  fast  losing  him  any  controlling 
iuSnence  in  the  conncil. 

Wbistle-poo-snm  (Lower  Spokane)  said  that  he  depended  upon  the  Inspector  to  act 
far  him ;  that  be  was  willing  to  go  where  the  inspector  would  send  him. 

Charley  (ColvillB)"wonld  go  home  laugbinz,'' tb       -    ■      ■     - 
his  heart ;  he  liked  the  country  given,  and  so  a 
given  ns  makes  our  country  large  enough. 

O-ei-else  (Palouse)  was  no  chief,  but  bad  been  sent  to  represent  some  of  my  chiefs. 
Sli-out-sab,  tbe  principal  one,  is  too  old  to  come.  Palouse  country  is  where  I  was 
horn  and  raised;  have  done  bard  work  tbere,  and  want  lo  tt«y." 

Tbe  inspector  said  that  all  Indians  who  did  not  became  citizens  must  go  on  some 
reservation,  and  in  his  judgment  the  Palouse  Indians  ought  to  go  to  the  Cii'ur  d'Alene 
reservation,  but  if  they  want  to  go  to  the  Colvilie  they  can  do  so.  O-ei-else  then  said : 
"  1  will  go  with  tbe  Lower  Spokanes ;  thej  are  relatives  of  mine.  I  will  sign  a  paper 
to-morrow  that  my  people  will  go  with  me." 

Antolne-scbe-he-my  (Colviile):  I  don't  see  any  law  passed  for  tbe  Indians.  When 
a  white  man  kills  an  Indian  they  put  blm  in  the  guard-house.  In  three  days  be  gets 
eat,  and  then  tbe  white  man  says  he  got  awny.  Bnt  when  one  of  my  Indians  brMlks 
the  law  and  murders  I  see  him  hung.  /  neva-  aaw  a  vhite  man  irilA  a  rope  around 
liu  Kck  for  killing  an  Indian,  so  my  law  is'  belter  than  yonrs.  I  am  not  ashamed  of 
■ay  law.  You  have  made  my  heart  happy ;  am  pleased  with  our  reservation.  Now, 
nheu  you  put  our  Indiana  on  it,  I  want  soldiers  to  watch  between  them  and  the 
whites.  I 
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The  iuapectoT  again  and  tally  teUa  the  Indians  what  it  means  h>  become  >  fiiim 
and  how  thej  can  get  title  to  land  thej  occupy,  and  after  a  good  talk  fibm  Cbiri 
Seltise  (CiEur  d'Alene)  the  conncil,  in  harmony,  at  i.'JO  p.  m.,  a^oamed. 

Anguat  18.  The  third  and  last  day's  conncil  opened  by  prayer  by  the  HtT.  Ur 
Havermale,  resident  Methodist  clergyman  at  Spokane  Falls. 

Captain  Wilkinson  spoke  of  the  relative  control  of  the  Interior  and  War  Drfiarv 
ments  over  the  Indians ;  explained  in  what  sense  he  represented  the  commaodiDg  (^l- 
eral  in  the  connoit. 

Antoine-sche-ha-mj  (ColviUe},  Ah-mi-melicbin  (Lower  Spokane),  Hnsb-hacifa'pan-'e; 
(Palouse),  Co8-t«-eJ(an  (Lower  Spokane),  Inspector  Wat  kins.  Qni-qni-tsm-e-lih  (C'l;- 
vilie  hand  of  Pen  d'Oreilles),  Agent  Simms,  To-nar-ket  (Okanagon),  and  Whl•l'^ 
poo-snm  (Lower  Spokane)  each  made  short  talks.  The  conncil  was  hannonioDs.  Nui- 
withstanding  Garry  was  grnm  and  silent,  be  did  not  seem  able  to  create  mistxnat  imou 
tbe  Indians. 

The  chiefs,  with  the  exception  of  Garry,  then  ^gtied  written  agreemcDti.  (Copir 
herewith.) 

Oarry,  with  his  hand  of  Spokane  Falls  Indians,  were  given  until  spring  by  tbe  ir- 
apeotor  to  decide  npon  citizennbip  or  some  reservation- 
General  Wheaton  then  said ;  "  The  soldiers  did  not  come  here  to  talk,  bat  I  »a  gjii 
to  see  BO  many  well-disposad  chiefs,  who  govern  so  many  thousands  of  miles.  XogoT- 
emment  officer  moTe«  withont  his  orders.  He  will  be  kind  and  ttaonghttnl  to  ill  'k' 
obey  the  law,  and  his  hand  will  be  heavy  upon  those  who  do  not-  Theoffieenallbiii* 
that  all  the  instructions  of  Colonel  Watkins  will  be  obeyed.  The  colonel  and  mrKli 
are  friends.  Twelve  years  ago  we  were  in  tbe  same  array.  We  are  friends  fct.  and 
work  together.  Do  as  yon  have  been  instmcted  by  the  inspector  and  all  will  be  irfll 
Tbe  soldiers  came  as  your  friends,  and  will  goawayas  your  friends — better  friends.' 

Rev.  Mr.  Cowley  then  closed  the  conncil  with  prayer,  and  at  2  p.  m.  it  vu  dtcliiir<l 
closed  by  the  inspector,  Colonel  8.  C  Watkins. 

Following  are  Ihe  written  agreements: 

In  Council  at  Spokane  Falls,  WA^H. 

We,  the  nndersigucd,  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  Spokane  tribe  of  Indiaoi,  for  oor- 
selves  and  onr  people,  hereby  agree  to  accept  the  following-described  laud  for  oai 
reservation: 

Beginning  at  the  sonrce  of  the  Cbimokan  Creek,  In  Washington  Territory.  tb<Dtr 
down  said  creek  to  the  Spokane  Hiver,  thence  down  said  river  to  the  Colamln*  Rivrr, 
tbence  np  the  Columbia  River  to  ihe  month  of  the  Nomchim  Creek,  thoiee  swlerlj 
to  the  place  of  beginning ;  and  we  do  further  agree  to  go  upon  tbe  same  by  tbe  lit  l^' 
November  next,  with  tbe  view  of  establishing  our  permanent  homes  thetoDa  and  t> 
gaging  in  agrioultural  pursnits.  We  hereby  renew  our  friendly  relations  Tilb  ii* 
whites,  and  promise  to  remain  at  peace  wilh  the  government  and  abide  by  ^1  li'^ 
of  tbe  same,  and  obey  tbe  orders  of  the  Indian  Borean  and  the  ofBceis  actiag  iben 

WHISTLE-PGO-SUM,  bis  +  ntxk. 
QUI8-K-MB-ON,  his  -f  mark. 
AH-HI-MELICHIN,  his  -f  mark. 
COS-TE-AKAN,  hia  +  mark. 
CHEASQUA,  hU  +  mark. 

PAUL,  hia  +  mark. 

Ortpair: 
Witnesses: 

E.  C.  Watkin'S, 

Viiilfd  Stata  Iiidian  Intjteelor. 
Frank  Wiieaton,      ' 

Breret  Major-Generat  U»iled  Slatri  Jrmy,  Colonel  Seewii  Imfatlrj. 
M.  C.  Wilkinson, 

Breret  Captain  Vniled  State*  Aitng,  Aid^-^Cauip, 

In  Councu.  at  Spokane  Taua  Ware-, 

Ja^Ml  19,  1^. 
We,  the  nndersigDed,  chiefs  and  bead  men  of  tbe  Colville,  Okanogon,  San  PmI  u^ 
Lake  bands  of  Indians,  for  oorselvps  and  onr  people,  hereby  agree  to  accept  tie  pr« 
cnt  Colville  reservation  with  the  addition  of  a  strip  of  land  six  miles  wide  lying  W 
of  the  Columbia  River  and  adjacent  thereunto,  extending  from  the  British  line  dd  tbt 
north  to  the  Nomchim  Creek  on  the  south  (to  be  hereafter  sot  apart  for  tlxiK  » ' 
part  of  their  reservation),  to  )>a  npon  the  same  on  or  before  the  lat  day  of  Or("^' 
next,  and  remain  prnnauently  with  a  view  of  cultivating  the  land  and  aecaiiiil  i'l 
ourselves  fntore  homes. 
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We  farther  agree  to  TemaEn  at  peace  with  the  whitM  and  hereby  renew  and  expieas 
<iir  friendship  and  finn  determination  to  abide  by  the  taira  of  the  countrj  and  obey  the 
'fden  of  the  Bnreau  of  Indian  Afbdn,  and  all  officers  of  the  same. 

TO-NAB-KET,  his  +  nark, 

Chief  Okanagotig. 
8CHE.HE-MY.  his  +  mark. 
KUI-KUI-NO-WBU,  hii  +  mark. 

CoIHUm. 
CHABLEY,  bis  +  mark. 
SNIP-KEL,  hU  +  mark, 

San  Foel  and  Dreamer*. 
QUA  TOO-LOW,  his  +  mark, 

CuMUei. 
8UR-SAP-KAN,  his  +  mark,. 

Okanagoss. 

E.   C.   W ATKINS, 

Uiiiltd  Slatei  Indian  Iiuptctor. 
Frank  Wheaton, 

Bretei  Major-Gmeral  United  State*  Ai-mg,  Coloael  Second  Infantrg. 
M.  C.  WiLKiNaoif, 

lirtret  Captain  UnileA  State*  Armg,  Aide-de-Camp. 

Spokans  Falls,  Wahh., 
AHgtut  18,  1877. 
We  hereby  agnte,  as  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  Palouse  tribe  o(  Indians,  to  go  upon 
ilLer  the  Ccoiir  d'Alene  or  Spokane  leservatious  by  the  let  o(  November,  1877. 
0-EI-EL8E,  his  +  mark. 
PA-HUA-UA-TIN,  hia  +  mark. 
Witnesses : 

E.  C.  Watkiss, 

United  Stale*  ladiaa  laapeetor. 
Frank  Wh baton, 

Jirertt  Major-Gmeral  Catted  Slate*  Armg,  Colone!  Second  InfaHlrg. 
M.  C.  Wilkinson, 

Brerei  Captain  United  Slate*  Ai-my,  Aide-de-Camp. 

Spokane  Falls,  Wash,, 

J«5ii»(18, 1877. 
We,  the  undersigned,  of  ths  Colville  Jbond  of  Pen  d'Oreilles,  hereby  agree  for  oar- 
wlves  and  our  people  to  po  upon  the  reservation  set  apart  for  the  Colville  and  Spokane 
ucliHOB,  or  tbe  Flathead  reservation,  at   such  time  as  we  may  be  ordered  from  the 
u<lLsn  Office  in  Waabington,  D.  C. 

VICTOR,  his  +  mark. 
8EM0,  hia  +  mark.] 
Witneasea : 

E.  C.  Watkins, 

United  Stale*  Indian  Inipector. 
Frank  Wheaton, 

Brevet  Ifajor-General  United  Slate*  Army,  Colonel  Stcond  Jii/anlrg. 
M.  C.  Wilkinson, 

Breeel  Captain  United  Stata  Army,  Aide-de-Camp. 

Oq  the  19th  In apector  Watkins  and  myself  leaTB  the  colnmtt  encamped  at  Spokane 
^~»lla  and  start  for  Lapwai  agency,  where  we  arrive  at  noon  on  the  'ilst  instant.  We 
'^niniD  at  the  asency  and  at  Lewislon  the  2id,  33d,  24th,  and  S5th.  This  time  waa 
Kcupied  in  making  reports  of  tbecouncUand  oouf erring  with  the  Indian  agent,  Mon- 
>«ith,  and  Oeaetal  Wheaton. 

Od  the  S7th  we  jooTDe^  Avm  Lewiaton  to  Dayton ;  at  noon  on  the  38th  we  arrive  at 
l^'alla  Walla,  and  leave  immediately  for  the  Umatilla  agency,  arriving  at  PeudletoQ 
It  midnight. 

On  the  S9th,  while  Inspector  Watklna  inspects  accounts,  &,o.,  of  the  agent  and  rides 
'ilh  him  to  the  saw-mill,  some  distance  np  tbe  river.  Dr.  McKay,  an  Indian,  takes 
ne  to  visit  bnildings,  homes  of  some  of  the  Ipdians,  and  gives  points  of  interest  con- 
'^cted  with  the  management  of  the  agency. 

I  am  aware  that  tbe  spirit  of  my  inatrnoUons  may  not  warrant  all  I  may  say  as  to 
'lie  conduct  of  Indian  agents,  yet  as  a  mere  matter  of  interest  to  the  commanding 
t^ueral,  who  is  now  called  upon  to  look  after  disaffected  Indiana,  it  is,  it  seems  to  me, 
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a  matter  o(  mDmenl  bow  SDch  dissatiafaotioD  kriaca,  and  here  it  aeemed  pUiu  to  na  «e 
foDDd  aafflcieot  caaae  for  "roamiiiit  Umatilla  Indiana." 

Id  the  flnt  place.to  aacceed.an  afc^nt  mnat  have  the  coofidence  of  hia  Indiana.  Il 
is  evident  Aeeot  Cornoyer  baa  not.  We  funnd  but  fen,  in  fact  did  not  aee,  I  did  nof 
aix  male  Indiana  on  the  neervation.  Thef  were  in  the  raouotaina  after  fMd.  The 
condition  of  almoat  entire  want  on  the  reservation  baa  no  excme.  Soil  of  tbe  richest 
character,  with  the  aid  rendered  by  tbe  ffovern me nt  heretofore  In  the  wajof  rabetsn- 
tial  appropriatioua,  makea  excnee  impoeaibte ;  and  the  conclnaioQ  naat  be  that  A^reni 
Comover  lacka  tbe  ability  of  bead  and  heart  to  make  Indian  civilisation  a  saccna. 
That  JoMpb  did  not  receive  a  lar^  re-«Dforceroent  from  tbia  renervation,  with  which 
he  waaao  cloael;  connected,  ia  doe  alone  to  the  fact  that  be  waa  aovijconHialy  handled. 

On  tbe  morning  of  tbe  30th  we  left  Umatilla  agency;  at  noon  were  at  Walla 
Walla,  and  tbe  aame  evening  took  ateamer  at  Wallnla.  At  Walla  Walla  we  learned 
that  several  of  tbe  employ^  at  tbe  Warm  Springs  agency  were  dangsninaly  ill  with 
typhoid  fever,  bo  we  decided  to  posh  on  to  the  agencies  on  Pnget  Sonnd. 

September  1  we  arrived  at  Portland;  on  the  5tu  we  are  at  Olyntpia,  and  on  tbe  6tb, 
in  the  early  morning,  Qnlnavlt  via  Monteaano;  arrive  at  (Jninaalt  agency  on  the 
evening  of  tbe  7th. 

In  a  word,  it  may  be  said  of  tbia  agency  that  dnrine  the  past  three  yean  the  Indians 
seem  to  have  retrograded.  In  visiting  tbeir  bomea  1  fonnd  them  even  more  BItb;  than 
when  there  three  yean  ago  with  CiMonel  Green.  I  inspected  them  ;  the  school  has 
less  in  attendance  than  at  that  time,  and  the  aoholars  show  bnt  little  advanoemeot. 

On  tbe  point  of  consolidation  with  the  Neab  Bay  Mency,  the  Indiana  strongly  ob- 
J«cted.  Snbseqnently,  at  Olympia,  Colonel  Watkina  meeta  Agent  Henry,  who  aaya,  in 
Die  opinion,  the  Quinaalt  Mency  abonid  be  dlscontinned,  leaving,  perhaps,  one  em- 
ploye to  look  after  the  bdiloinga,  Ac.  Thia  course  had  been  determined  apon  hy  In- 
spector Watkina,  and  he  will  so  recommend. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  we  left  Qninanlt  agency ;  at  midnight  we  ar«  again  at 
Montesanoj  the  next  evening,  the  lOlh,  fluds  ns  at  Olympia. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  I3th  we  are  at  tbe  Tulalip  agency.  The  anbdiviatons  of  the 
agency  are  as  follows : 

I.  Tulalip. — Here  are  the  achools  and  agency  bnildings.  Tlie  buildinga  am  in  good 
condition,  and  quite  a  number  of  new  and  substantial  honsea  are  going  np.  Thr> 
school  is  in  excellent  condition ;  pupils  happy  and  contented ;  qnichly,  cbeerfally,  and 
intelligently  they  answered  qneatioDS  in  spelling,  reading,  writing,  geography,  and 
grammar.  The  work  of  tbe  Slstera  of  Charity  in  this  school  cannot  be  too  bi^ly  com- 
mended. 

II.  Swinomiah. — The  aaaiatant  farmer  lives  here  and  about  200  ludianSi  who  anpport 
themaelvis  by  a  little  farming  and  a  good  deal  of  flehiog. 

ill.  Lnnemi. — About  200  Indiana  are  liere,  who  farm.    All  live  in  houses. 

IV.  Port  Madison. — One  bandied  and  eighty  Indiana  here,  well  boused,  farmers  and 
laborera,  and  meaaurably  independeut. 

V.  Muckleahoot.' — The  home  of  45  Indians,  who  are  farmers;  they  are  not  on  the  rea- 
ervation,  bnt  located  at  tbe  junction  of  the  Green  and  White  Rivera. 

Tbe  inspector  found  no  good  reason  why  he  should  recommend  a  consolidation  oF 
these  Bubdlviaions.  Agent  Mullet  is  evidently  thoroughly  conversant  with  hia  duties 
as  Indian  agent,  and  his  resignation  is  a  serioua  injory  to  tbe  Indian  aervioe  on  thia 

Saturday  the  inth  we  are  at  Seattle ;  the  IGth  proceed  to  Port  Townsend,  where,  at 
7  p.  m.,  we  take  United  Statea  re  venue- cutter  Wolcolt  for  Noah  Bay  agency,  when. 
on  the  17th,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  we  arrive  afler  stormy  paBBoge. 

After  a  thorongh  inapection  of  the  accounts  of  Agent  Huntington  by  Inspector 
Watkins,  and  after  he  bad  taken  tbe  afSdavits  of  each  employ^  at  the  agency,  and 
upon  the  admiaaiou  of  tbe  agent  himself,  tbe  inspector,  upon  our  arrival  at  Port 
Townsend,  flnally  concluded  to  temporarily  relieve  Agent  Huntington.  At  the  in- 
apector'a  request,  when  we  had  retnmed  to  Olympia,  I  wrote  him  a  letter,  which  atatcs 
my  viewB  of  tbe  condition  of  tbia  agency,  aa  well  oa  my  opinion  of  tbe  inspector's  ac- 
tion in  relieving  Agent  Hantington.    The  following  is  a  copy  of  said  letter : 

"Oltupu,  Wash.,  Anfatt  22,  1877. 
"Sir:  General  Howard  baying  dirocted  me  to  accompany  yon  during  your  inspection 
of  the  Indian  agencies  in  this  department,  in  order  that  I  could  prepara  for  bim  a  re- 
port of  tbo  condition  of  the  Indians  belonging  to  said  agencies  in  this  time  of  geo- 
erali  uncoHinoaa  by  reason  of  the  present  Nez  Fercte  war,  I  would  respectfally  say 
that,  having  carefully  noted  the  manner  of  your  InvestigatiouB,  I  can  heartily  indorw 


tain  the  r» 

vation.  I  cannot  conceive  how  it  would  have  been  posaible  for  yon  to  dootberwiaB  than 
yon  have  in  relieving  Agent  Huntington,  in  view  of  tbe  oral  and  written  testimony 
presented,  as  well  as  tbe  admiasions  of  Agent  Huntington  himself,  together  with  toe 


OENEBAL   OF  THE   ABUY.  649 

abaolately  fiKby  coDditioii  at  the  Indiuis,  vho  are  mDch  more  so  thau  any  otben  in 
tbia  department,  aaleaa  it  be  a  few  on  tbe  Quluault  reservation. 

"  Wbileit  cnn  bedonbtleessaidol  the  school  that  it  is  Id  a  ptospetona  condition,  yet 
tbe  fact  that  theee  scholars  must  be  soon  sent  back  to  filth  and  defp^atioD  there  is 
an  element  ot  disco ura^metit  la  this  department.  1  do  believe  it  to  be  possible  to 
so  manage  affaire  on  this  and  every  reservation  aa  that  the  adnlts  ean  be  raaobed  and 
saved  to  ooniparative  order  and  neatness. 

"1  believe  that  Captniu  Hill,  whom  jon  have  pUeed  temporarily  in  charge  of  this 
Agency,  will  meet  bis  responsibilities  iotelligently  and  faithfully. 
'■  Very  respectfolly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

"M.  C.  WILKINSON. 

"  Jide-de-Camp. 
"  Col.  E,  C.  Watkiks, 

"United  SlaUi  Indian  Inspector." 

Tbe  only  other  commnnication  I  have  made  in  tbe  Hnntington  matter  was  one  to 
tbe  Indian  Commisaioner,  npon  my  retnm  to  Portland,  at  which  point  Inspector  Wat- 
kins  received  a  commnnication  which  contained  an  abstract  of  a  report  made  by 
Agent  Hnntingt4>n  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  in  which  he  represented 
myself  aa  "  olerk,"  &□.,  to  the  inspector.  Ag^n,  Inspector  Watkins  advised  me,  and 
I  deemed  it  wisdom,  that  the  Indian  Office  shonld  know  my  exact  statna  in  reference 
to  tbia  tonr  of  inspection,  ho  I  addressed  a  communication,  ot  which  thefotlowiDg  iea 
copy,  to  the  Commissioner  : 


'  Sir  :  I  wonid  reapectf  ally  say  that  I  have  been  abown  an  abstract  from  the  state- 
ment made  to  yourself  by  tbe  Rev.  Hr.  Hnntington,  Indian  agent,  Neah  Bay,  Wash., 
in  which  he  repreaenta  myself  oa  clerk  to  Indian  Inspector  E.  C.  Watkins  daring  his 
recent  investigation  of  the  Neali  liay  agency. 

"Tbe  fact  is  General  Howard  directed  me  to  accompany  Inspector  Watkina.  that  I 
might  represent  the  oommandiag  general  of  this  department  in  any  connoil  that 
might  be  held  with  tbe  Indians,  as  well  as  to  obtain  all  the  facts  concerning  the  pro- 
posed consolidations  of  any  agencies  within  the  geographical  limits  of  this  department, 
which  night  reanlt  in  any  farther  dissatisfaction  a. 

"  The  war  witb  the  Nez  Perc^  only  prevented  General  Howard  from  going  himself. 
General  Sherman  commended  tbia  harmony  of  b>~"~~ 


"  I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Huntington  has  stated  that  I  warned  bim  against  Agent 
Hootingtoo.  Tbia  ia  false.  In  my  presence  the  inapector  asked  Agent  Huntington  if 
he  bad  any  explanations  to  make.  His  reply  waa  that  he  had  not ;  that  be  had  sold 
^vemment  goods  for  money  In  violation  of  law  and  the  insti^otioDB  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affaire.  He  also  made  other  remarks,  showing  clearly,  to  my  mind, 
that  be  felt  himself  to  be  in  the  bands  of  the  inspector. 

"  I«t  me  say  here  that  I  was  the  tiret  to  introduce  Inspector  Watkins  to  Captain  Hill 
and  to  apeak  of  his  worth  aa  that  of  an  honest  man. 

"  I  would  reapectfully  invite  attention  to  a  letter  I  addressed  to  Inspector  Watkins, 
ss  1  nnderstand  submitted  with  his  report  on  the  Neah  Bay  agency  and  the  suspeusioii 
of  Agent  Huntington. 

"  I  am, sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

"MELVILLE  C.WILKINSON, 
"  Aitle-ie-Camp  tu  Brigadier-denFral  O.  0.  Hintard." 

These  communicatioos  contain  my  judgment  ot  the  action  ot  the  inspector  in  this 
case.  On  the  evening  of  the  liJth  we  left  Neah  Ray  for  Port  Townsend,  arriving  at  the 
latter  place  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  reaching  Oljrapia  tbe  2^.  Here  we  learn 
that  General  Sherman  is  in  Portland,  and  Inspector  Watkins  receives  aletter  of  which 

Ihe  following  is  a  copy,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  Moses,  Smohallie,  and  Thomas : 

"  Lf.wistos,  Id*uo,  September  4, 1877. 
"  Sir: 

"  Hoses  decidedly  refasea  to  go  upon  any  reservation  other  than  one  of  hie  choosing 
and  one  that  will  be  acceptable  alike  to  himself  and  t«  bis  people.  He  tells  me  that  he 
never  agreed  to  go  upon  tbe  Yakima  reserve,  and  will  not  go  there  under  any  consid- 
eration. I  met  an  Indian  chief  named  Thomas,  witb  bis  oand,  near  Wilson's  Creek, 
11  route  to  Priest's  Bapids,  who  informed  me  that  his  heart  was  the  same  as  Moses'. 
This  chiefs  band,  in  connection  with  a  namber  of  Nez  Ferc^  and  Palonse  Indians, 
have  been  bnmiug  al!  tbe  grass  along  their  route,  likewise  pilfering  all  the  houses, 
killing  cattle,  and]  in  some  instances,  stealing  horses,  so  stated  to  me  by  the  settlers 
^tely  returned.    Moses  thinks  that  the  Spokane  chief  did  not  want  him  to  attend  tbe 
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conncil  held  at  the  FaIIs,  and  has  oDnnnuniaated  with  them,  b;  letter,  eipmsiiig  bis 
sorrow  at  their  oonnte. 

"  He  supposed  that  a  large  reserve  would  be  asked  for  that  wonldembraoe  the  cons- 
try  he  was  desirous  of  obtaining  for  his  people,  and  be  now  waata  the  said  tnct  at- 
tached to  the  reserve  agreed  upon,  viz,  commenciug  at  the  lower  end  of  Bock  Island, 
on  the  Columbia  River,  thence  running  in  an  eoateily  direction  to  Book  Cnek,  vhert 
the  Colville  and  Walla- Walla  wagon  road  crosses  the  same,  thence  along  said  road  to 
the  Lower  Spokane  bridge,  thence  down  Spokane  Hiver  to  the  Columbia,  Uteitoe  dowD 
the  Columbia  to  the  place  of  beginning.  Moses  says  if  he  can  get  this  country, w  de- 
scribed, that  be  and  all  the  Indians,  inclndingSmohollie's  band,  will  be  satisfied;  viih- 
ont  it  their  hearts  will  be  aiok.  He  made  no  threats.  I  used  ^1  the  arguments  Ihi)  I 
conid  to  induce  him  to  accept  the  Yakima  reserve  for  his  people,  bot  he  bsjb  there  it 
not  room  enough  for  all  the  penple. 

"  Very  respecttally,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

"J.  F.  SHEEWOOD. 

1  Intptclor,  Portland,  Oreg." 

At  this  point  I  also  received  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Hr.  Cowley,  in  which  he  uyt  dI 

"  Oarry  is  not  conducting  himself  aa  we  hoped  he  might,  and  the  fact  that  Hoses  iv 
fuses  to  go  on  the  Yakima  lesarvation  gives  confidence  to  himaudtoothmtdbequiit 

insolent-" 

Feeling  that  the  general  commanding  the  department  would  like  to  avail  himMll 
of  the  judgment  of  General  Sherman,  and  in  order  that  General  Sherman  may  hire  ii 
full  a  statement  as  possible  of  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  Indtaa  troDblis  vbich 
the  action  of  Moses  and  Smohallie,  as  portrayed  iu  the  foregoing  letter  of  Shcixaod'--, 
indicates,  upon  the  inspector's  judgment  aa  well  08  m;  own,  on  Monday,  tbe^lth 
iuet.,  I  left  Olympia  to  meet  the  General,  which  I  did  the  same  day  at  Cowlitz,  sad 
returned  with  him  to  Tacoma. 

In  this  interview,  and  after  reading  the  letter  of  Sherwood,  the  General  hnving 
traced  on  a  map  the  modest  (T)  request  of  Moses,  said  :  "  No  ;  no  more  leservalianK. 
Tell  Moses  and  Smohallie  that  we  have  lots  of  young  men  who  are  anxious  to  fight  In- 
dians. They  must  go  on  reservations  as  laid  down,  or  take  the  consequences."  It  *u 
at  this  point  in  our  conversation  that  General  Sherman  ezpreased  himself  af^nst  uj 
consolidation  of  the  Sound  Indians.  Said  he:  "This  is  right.  Let  the  Indians  bict 
them-  Yon.  can't  conQne  these  Indians  who  have  their  canoes  to  any  one  of  these  m- 
~jionB  very  well  against  their  will."  General  Sherman  warmly  commendol  tht 
n  of  the  general  commanding  the  department  in  sending  one  of  his  stall  offiecn 
lo  co-operate  with  the  Indian  iuspeetoT,  Colonel  Watkins. 

October  4th  we  leave  I'ortland  for  the  Warm  Spring  agency,  where  we  arrive  on  tlw 
Gth.  While  the  inspector,  as  usual,  is  examining  accounts,  the  farmer  takes  me  to  look 
at  farms,  houses,  and  outside  matters  generally. 

As  those  are  the  only  Indians  that  the  inspector  will  recommend  to  be  moved,  it 
will  be  of  interest  to  note  the  fact  that  the  strength  of  their  best  land  seems  alnadj 
to  have  been  exhausted  measurably.  In  the  little  valleys  where  the  farms  an,  the 
soil  is  only  a  thin  deposit,  which,  when  exhausted,  cannot  be  redeemed. 

This  whole  country  is  volcanic,  and  while  something  has  been  done  in  the  way  ol 
raising  »ome  of  the  cereals,  yet,  aa  already  stated,  there  is  certainly  no  promise  foe  the 
future  that  any  considerable  nnmber  of  these  Indians  can  gain  anythug  hke  a  aop- 
port  from  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 

Inspector  Watkins  will  recommend  that  the  Warm  Spring  Indians  hesenttotbc 
Yakima  reservation,  but  not  against  their  wi!l.  Little  seemsueing  done  for  these  In- 
dians. Their  agent  has  done  much  real  service  in  the  past  for  them,  but  an  and  iu- 
Armity,  together  with  the  loss  of  his  estimable  wife  (who  did  so  much  in  Uieiray  of 
teaching  the  Indian  women),  very  measurably  incapacitates  him. 

The  school  has  but  very  few  in  it-  The  agency  buildings  are  fast  going  to  deesj. 
The  mill  is  almost  a  worthless  one.  The  actual  loss  to  the  government  would  be  vei; 
slight  in  giving  up  the  ^improvements  at  the  agency.  These  facta  make  It  neeenai; 
that  some  action  be  had  for  these  Indians,  who  now  have  in  tbe  main  to  depend  spoD 
game  for  a  living.  In  fact  whUe  we  were  there  hot  very  few  Indians  w«e  on  the 
reeervation.  Their  crops  having  almost  universally  failed,  they  weteinthemoimtaini 
after  meat  for  tbe  win^r.  The  fact  that  they  were  compelled  to  hunt  is  the  lesson 
why  they  could  not  respond  to  the  call  aa  scouts,  it  being  impossible  for  their  igeat 
to  gather  a  sufBcient  number  in  time.  They  now  say  they  would  have  gladly  enliMed 
provided  that  hoosesare  built  for  them  on  the  Yakima  reservation,  and  tbe;  are  prop- 
erly impressed  wich  tbe  worth  of  the  soil,  and  that  they  will  have  a  dear  titla  to 
their  farma;  no  doubt  they  will  cheerfully  go.  Afew  may  etaot  tarBmoin,  andtbodld 
be  allowed  to  do  so,  taking  np  their  lancb  as  other  settlers. 


i  I,  Google 
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Od  ibeeveDingnfibeStb  we  are  again  id  Portlaiid.andoii  the  II  tb  leave  fur  Grande 
Ronde  AgeDOf ,  arriviiigoii  the  12th  ;  13tb  viait  fanDa,Tiiille,aDd  the  school.  The  farm- 
i'lg  Lt  the  beat  uf  any  we  have  found  bo  far  on  any  of  tbe  reaervatioDS.  The  Indiana 
were  tbraabiDt;,  and  for  the  fitat  time  in  uf  Jife  1  aawa  thrasbing-macbioe  (and  that 
one  of  tba  lati'Bt  jmprovementa)  Jfully  manned,  from  driver  to  stacker,  by  Indiana. 
Tbe  inilla  were  the  lieiit  and  kept  in  better  order  than  any  before  inspected. 

But  tbe  school,  in  which  at  the  timeof  our  visit  there  were  only  girls  (aainnnmber), 
did  not  impreas  na  at  all  favorably.  I'pon  Baggestinn  ol  Inspector  Watkina  the  agent 
promianl  to  make  some  chatiKee ;  one  iu  securing  a  better  teacher.  This  school  pre- 
~«Tita  a  clear  illuatration  of  Simoa-pure  itttarian  manageiHent.  A  reverend  father  in 
WaahlagtOD  aecured  for  the  Catholic  Church  a  contract  at  |5,000  to  run  the  achool  tor 
one  year.  Agent  Sinnott  snid  to  na  that  the  Indians  had  been  told  by  the  priest  from 
the  chnrch  altar  that  now  the  government  no  longer  gave  them  assistance  in  this  di- 
rt ction  ;  the  church  did  it. 

Wb  found  that  9^50  worth  of  Sanders's  series  of  achoo'-books  had  been  ordered  laid 
aside  by  the  chnrch  authorities,  and  in  their  piece  inferior  text-books  substitnted, 
coating  the  government  another  %i50  ^substituted  simply  becanse  they  were  sectarian. 
What  about  contracts  of  this  character  being  given  to  run  one  of  the  department  of 
oat  goyemineut  t 

Od  tbe  ]4tfa  instant  all  the  headmen  of  the  Salmon  Giver  Indians  came  from  the 
month  of  the  Salmon  River  to  meet  Inspector  Watkins,  and  to  his  direct  question  as 
to  their  wishes  in  regard  to  their  being  connected  with  tbe  Qrande  Ronde  agency,  at 
once  replied,  and  without  exception,  that  this  was  their  choice.  The  inspector  will  so 
recommend.  As  there  bad  been  some  question  as  to  the  condition  of  the  road  to  the 
coast  from  the  agency,  in  regard  to  its  being  passable,  with  on  Indiau  I  rode  some  dis- 
tance npon  it  and  cau  pronounce  it  a  fair  mountain  rusd,  certainly  a  passable  one. 

On  Monday,  the  ITth,  we  leave  Grande  Ronde  for  the  Siletz  agency  via  King's  Val- 
ley and  tbe  Yakima,  and  at  lOp.  m.,  on  thelHth,  weareat  Siletz;  inspect  on  the  19th, 
leave  oD  the  20th  and  arrive  in  Portland  on  the  21at. 

Undoubtedly  the  item  of  greatest  importance  to  the  commauding  general  of  the 
departuieut  connected  with  these  two  last  reaervatious  is  that  of  the  proper  location 
of  the  Salmon  River  Indiana ;  that  is,  iu  so  far  as  an  oasignment  to  any  agency  is  con- 
cerned. 

As  they  theuselvea  request  to  beattachedto  the  Grande  Bondeagency,  and  as  there 
were  no  good  and  substantial  reosona  preapuled  by  the  Siletz  agent  to  the  inspector 
why  they  should  not  be,  he  will  recommend,  as  before  stated,  that  tliey  be  ao  asaigned. 

Of  the  Slletz  reservation  it  may  b6  aaid  that  it  ia  nut  iu  a  proeperous  condition. 
Though  the  land  in  posaeasion  of  tbe  Indians  is  fertile,  but  very  few  of  them  are  at 
work,  depending  upon  "  going  outside,"  as  tbe  Indiana  term  working  for  tbe  farmers, 
ID  Kine's  and  Willamette  Valleya  for  their  auppliaa  for  tbe  winter.  Their  agent,  a 
thoroughly  good  man,  ia  evidently  not  a  buaiuesa  man,  and  ao  thinga  generally  are  in 
a  dilapidated  condition,  with  the  ain ale  exception  of  the  new  milla.  The  school,  how- 
ever, isa  good  one,  quite  well  attended,  and  prosperous  nnder  the  able  management 
of  the  teacher,  the  Kev.  Mr.  Royal. 


I.  PrcBOnt  attitude  of  Moi»es,  SmohalUe,  Thomas,  and  Spokane  Garry  requires  atten- 
tion of  the  commanding  general  of  the  department.  The  latter  has  been  given  nntil 
spring  by  Inspector  Watkins  to  make  up  bis  mind  whether  he  will  become  a  cilixeu 
or  Eo  upon  the  proposed  reservation  for  tne  Spokanes. 

II.  The  impracticability  of  consolidating  the  Puget  Sound  reservations. 

III.  The  Warm  Spring  Indians  should  be  moved  to  the  Yakima  reservation,  pro- 
vided they  consent.    This  will  be  recommended  by  tbe  inspector.  Colonel  Watkins.' 

The  attention  of  the  general  commanding  tbe  department  is  respectfully  invited  to 
the  proposed  leaervation  for  the  Spokane  Indians,  as  indicated  in  agreement,  page  Hi; 
also  to  the  proposed  extension  of  tbe  Colvllle  reservation,  as  indicated  in  agreement. 

Very  respectfully  sohmitted. 

M.  C.  WILKINSON, 
I^rit  LieuUnatit  7%ird  lii/anlrg,  Jide-de-Camp. 
The  AflsisTAirr  Adjutant-Qenerai., 

Dtparlntent  of  the  Coluaibia,  Portland,  Oreg. 
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Colonel  Fri«atint'(  report,  Aii^iul  10- 

HBADQCABnus  Left  Column  Howard's  ExPEDmON, 

CttMf  an  Sfokant  Eiver  near  Falli,  Wath.,  Jb^wI  lU,  ll<7T. 

SiK :  I  bkve  the  bonor  to  report  the  inival  of  my  commaod  >I  thU  point  on  this, 
the  Hftf  desifttiated  b;  Col.  K.  C.  Walking  iuHpecIor  of  Indian  afTsin,  for  meeting  the 
bead  men  at  Ibe  several  Indian  tribea  in  this  section  of  the  connli?.  The  Indian 
chiefs  and  bead  men  have  not  ;et  arrived  here;  they  are  reported  to  be  «■  roalf. 
It  ij  doubtful  if  we  can  bold  oor  firet  council  with  them  before  Taesday,  the  14tb 
inntant. 

No  Wa«faitiKtoii  Territory  Volanteera  bave  as  yet  reported,  nordo  I  expect  any.  H;- 
cavalry  coosiatj  of  Company  F,  First  Cavalry  (Perry's) ;  total  strengtb,  2£  uilisled 
men.  Companv  H,  Fint  Cavalry  (Trimble's),  is  aaid  to  be  en  route.  A  portion  of  it 
has  been  detained  at  Lewiston,  Idaho,  awaiting  a  remoant.  A  letter  from  Colonel 
Sully,  of  the  6th  instant,  informed  me  that  part  of  this  oompany  of  cavalry  would 
leave  Lewlaton  to  join  me  on  tbe  7tb. 

I  have  not  heanf  from  General  Howard  since  I  left  Lewlston,  Idaho,  and  am  infonned 
that  it  is  impossible  to  emplov  oonrien  to  go  to  him  on  Che  LoLo  trail,  except  at  tbc 
moat  exorbitant  rates.  I  shall  endeavor  to  oommnnloato  with  the  department  eom- 
maoder  from  tbis  vicinity,  near  the  old  Cirur  d'Alene  Hiasion  and  Hell  Gate. 

I  ani  informed  by  Captain  Harris,  Firat  Cavalry,  who  ha*  rhis  moment  arrived  fmui 
Fort  Colvtlle,  tbat  some  of  tbe  Indians  summoned  to  meet  Colonel  Watltine  here  to- 
day were  200  miles  west  of  Fort  Colville  when  sent  for,  and  I  fear  that  oar  detention 
here  will  lie  mnob  longer  than  I  had  anticipated ;  but  aa  the  report  that  Joaeph  and 
hie  hnetile  band  tumwl  south  after  reaching  tbe  Bitter  Boot  seems  to  be  confirmed, 
this  colnmn,  wbicb  has  been  moving  in  an  opposito  direction,  can  hardly  hope  to  co- 
operate very  directly  with  tbe  putauiDg  troops,  wbo  are  separated  from  us  by  a  r»nge 
of  ereat  monntaios,  and  moving  in  a  different  direction. 

Had  Joseph  turned  north  or  northwesr,  wbiob  at  6ne  time  seemed  likely,  we  woold 
have  beeu,  as  tbe  department  commander  intended,  precisely  in  position  to  engage 

I  am  satisfied  that  oar  mareh  through  this  portion  of  tbe  Cienr  d'Alene  and  Spo- 
kane country  has  bad  the  t>«st  effect  in  reassuring  frontier  settlers  who  were  naturally 
5Teat1y  alanued  at  the  Nez  I'erc^  outbreak,  and  In  causing  restleas  and  excltMl  young 
ndians  to  remain  with  their  tribes.  Settlers  are  rapidly  reluming  to  their  ranches, 
harvestins  their  crops,  and  are  greatly  cheered  at  the  preaenoe  of  troon  in  this  section. 
Col.  E,  C.  Watkins  and  myselF  are  working  together  barmonionsly,  and  after  onr 
antioipated  "  tolks"  with  the  repreeealalives  of  some  nine  thousand  Indians,  I  bopr 
we  will  have  accomplished  much  that  the  department  commander  deeirea  settled  in 
this  portion  of  his  command. 

A  Bupply  train  of  ten  citizen  t««ms  reacbed  me  on  tbe  Bth  from  the  Lewiaton  Depot. 
I  Bhall  unload  and  store  these  anpplies  bere  iiDlll  needed,  andrvtnm  the  teams  to-mor- 
row for  discharge.  I  hope  to  have  all  my  hired  teams  soon  replaced  by  govenimenl 
teams,  and  thus  greatly  reduce  the  expense  of  onr  movement. 

The  teams  funiished  were  hastily  collected,  sre  indiSerent  animals,  and  haul  very 
small  ws.goiis,  many  of  them  worn  out,  and  have  frequently  caused  annoying  delays. 

Tbe  health  of  tbe  command  is  excellent.    While  writing  this  Colonel  Herriam  fnr- 
nishes  me  by  courier  a  copy  of  General  Howard's  dispatch  to  Captain  Sladen,  aide-de- 
camp.of  August  ti,  confirming  the  southern  movement  of  Joseph's  band. 
I  will  communicate  the  result  of  the  conncil  soon  to  be  held  here. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  WHEATOS, 
Coloml  Setond  fHfanlrif,  CommaiKling. 

To  the  ASSISTAST  ADJCTANT-OKNRnAl.. 

Vrparlmeat  of  Ike  Coliiaibia,  Portland,  Ortg. 

APfZSDiX  O. 
Colonel  trtfaion'i  report,  Augntl  18. 

HEADqUARTERS  I^ETT  COLUMK,  HOWARD'S  EXPRDITTOX, 

Camp  at  Spokane  Falh,  U'a»K.,  A»gii»t  Irt,  1^77. 
GByERAL:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  Llentanant  Bailey, 


Twenty-lirat  Infantry,  on  the  17th,  of  yourinstructionsof  the 9th  instanL  Yourordeta 
of  the  Tth.sent  by  Courier  Baker  fn>m  Missoula,  Mont.,  were  received  by  me  on  the  I6tb 
instont,  at  (bis  camp,  and  within  an  hoar  copied  and  forwarded  by  special  courier  to 
M«jor  John  Green,  First  Cavalry,  commanding  near  Mount  Idaho. 
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This  oommand  arrived  here  on  the  10th  Instant,  the  day  designated  by  ludUn  In- 
spector Watkins  for  the  Baaerabling  of  the  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  varioos  tribes 
located  in  this  region.  Colonel  Watkins  and  your  aid,  Captain  Wilkinson,  came  wilb 
iDe  to  tbis  point.  Inspector  Watkins  fonnd  it  impoasible  to  assemble  tlie  conncil  of 
chiefs  nntil  the  16th.  Thie  delay  was  necessary  and  advantn^ouH,  as  alFordiug  the 
best-disposed  Indians  of  indaence  an  opportunity  to  briag  disalieoted  Indians,  particu- 
larly of  the  Spokane  tribe,  to  a  more  correct  nnderstanding  of  the  goTeniment  rmnire- 
mentfl.  I  think  they  alt  understand  now  tbat  all  Indianit  in  your  department  will  be 
compelled  to  elect,  either  to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States  or  go  apon  desig- 
nated TeserrationH. 

I  regret  that  Spokane  chief  Moses  was  not  at  the  c«aDcil.  Colonel  Watkins  in- 
forms me  that  it  is  doubtfal  if  he  received  any  notice  to  appear,  through  some  niia- 
underatanding  of  the  inspector's  agents.  The  arrangements  for  the  resorvation  for 
the  Upper  Spokanes,  particularly  "Spokane  Oarry's"  baud,  are  incomplete.  Oarry 
yesterday  deaired  to  become  a  citizen,  and  until  some  nnderstanding  can  be  positively 
reached  regarding  reimbnrsement  of  those  Spokanes  who  have  made  improvements, 
they  will  Imi  obliged  to  leave.  Colonel  Watkins  preferred  leaving  many  questions  con- 
cerning them  unsettled  until  bis  retnrn  to  Wasbinston. 

The  C(Dur  d'Aleuea,  Colvillee,  Okanagons,  Pen  d'Oraillea,  Lower  Spokanes,  Calas- 
pelles,  and  the  small  band  of  Palouse  Indians  seem  to  be  satisfactorily  located,  and  I 
doubt  if  through  any  act  of  theirs  any  trouble  will  be  made  in  yonr  department.  As 
settlements  increase  near  the  reservation  for  the  above  named  Indian^  complications 
with  citizens  must  be  expected.  The  Cceur  d'Aleoes,  Dnder  Chief  Battis,  deserve  spe- 
cial credit  for  their  efforts  to  keep  other  Indians  qniet  during  Joseph's  outbreak,  and 
the  protection  they  have— and  voluntarily— rendered  the  settlers  near  them ;  they 
have,  in  several  instances,  kept  up  fences,  saved  wheat  and  oot-flelds,  and  protected 
val nab le  property  at  abandoned  ranches. 

At  the  earnest  reqnest  of  Inspector  Watkins,  I  will  delay  the  departure  of  this  col- 
umn to  comply  with  yoor  last  orders,  a  day  or  two,  nntil  the  several  bands  of  Indians 
have  left  this  vicinity  and  gone  to  their  homes  and  flsheries.  Though  no  depredations 
have  been  committed  in  this  neighborhood,  settlers  have  not  yet  quite  recovered  from 
the  alarm  occasioned  by  the  outbreak  of  Joseph's  band  of  Nez  Perc^,  and  in  the 
spirit  of  yonr  first  instructions  I  will  continue  to  do  all  possible  to  allay  their  fears 
and  indnce  the  speedy  return  of  confidence  and  quiet ;  I  l>elieve  much  has  already 
been  accompHshea  In  tbat  direction.  Of  course  every  settler  wonld  like  to  have  a 
military  post  locat«d  very  near  bU  ranch. 

Elder  Hareniail,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chnrcb,  and  I  think  four  other  citizens 
are  located  at  these  falls-  The  elder  has  a  quarter-seetion  here,  and  an  interest  in  the 
owneiship  of  the  Falls  water  power,  where  a  saw-mill  is  completed  and  a  grist-milt  in 
progress  of  constrnction.  He  informs  me  that  he  had  written  yon  and  induced  many 
to  Join  him  In  asking  for  military  protection.  Yon  will  probably  receive  many  snon 
letters  or  petitions. 

When  funds  are  available  for  the  purpose  I  wonld  recommend  the  eetablisbment  of 
a  large  post  at  some  point  on  or  near  the  Spokane  River,  probably  between  the  Upper 
Bridge  and  Lower  Ferry.  I  will  examine  the  country  near  the  Upper  Bridge  to-mor- 
tow.  I  will  report  to  your  adjutant-general  at  Portland  the  letters  and  commanders 
of  the  companies  I  leave,  as  yon  direct,  at  Palouse  Bridge  and  send  to  Major  Green,  at 
Mount  Idaho.  I  will  thank  you  to  scud  me  an  intimatiou  aa  to  whether  you  will  prob- 
ably desire  the  two  companies  I  leave  at  Palouse  Bridge  to  remain  there  until  or  dur- 
ing eold  weather,  in  order  that  I  may  instruct  them  regarding  supplies,  protection  of 
the  same,  tents  for  the  troops,  &c.  Your  order  names  these  two  companies  as  an  out- 
post, and  until  otherwise  directed  I  will  therefore  report  them  aa  on  detached  service 
from  my  command. 

Companies  I  (Conrad's)  and  K  (Dasgett's),  Twelfth  Infantry,  I  will  leave  at  Palonse 
Bridge ;  Companies  C  (Drum's)  and  B  (Trowbridge's,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Haines),  I  will  send  to  report  to  Major  Green,  First  Cavalry. 

In  the  discretion  you  give  me  to  camp  my  command  near  Lewiston,  Idaho,  I  will, 
unless  you  desire  otherwise,  camp  with  it  near  Lapwai,  as  the  water  at  Lewiston  is 
unusnalljy  bad  this  season  and  siokened'  myself  and  many  of  my  officers  and  enlisted 
men  during  my  detention  there  awaiting  transportation  for  this  movement.  I  am  told 
that  thera  is  no  good  camp  nearer  than  Lapwai  post,  and  by  being  there  I  avoid  the 
bad  water  of  Lewiston.  If  it  should  not  be  necessary  (or  me  to  move  south  in  order 
to  conform  to  any  anticipated  movement  of  the  bostiles,  perhaps  it  would  he  a  con- 
venience and  facilitate  (|oestionB  of  supplies,  issnes,  &c.,  if  1  were  authorized  to 
assume  command  at  Lapwai  while  yon  continue  this  force  in  that  vicinity. 

Before  leaving  my  camp  near  Lewiston  I  ordered  Colonel  Qrover,  First  Cavalry,  as 
you  had  directed,  to  report  for  duty  with  this  column ;  but  on  teaming  that  no  volun- 
teers were  to  join  me,  1  informed  Colonel  Sully,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  that  I  would 
have  no  adequate  mounted  force  for  Colonel  Grover  to  command,  and  requested  that 
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he  bti  sent  back  to  Walla  Walla.  Colonel  Gnner  reached  Lewiiton  the  itj  after  1 ',: 
that  point  and  was  immediately  relieved  from  farther  dnt;  with  Uiii  oommud. 

Lieateuant-Colonel  Meniam,  Second  Infan by,  joined  me  at  a  point  12  mik)  nor 
of  Leviston,  and  was  on  the  same  day  ordered  luck  to  LewisUm  by  Colonat  Soil;,  i 
act  in  the  name  of  the  latter  at  Lewiston  Depot  daring  Colonel  Snllj'i  abKiM. 

Your  digpateh  of  August  9.  stopping  my  farther  advance,  and  sent  ftoB  jou  tit; 
15  miles  south  of  Corvallls,  Mont.,  1  received  here,  via  Portliukd  and  Walla  nilk.  i: 
6.46  p.  m.  on  the  I4th  instant.  Should  the  hostilea  turn  aonthweat  lowud  tulu^' 
Green's  command,  you  may  lely  npou  the  prompt  movements  of  this  fom  Id  thu  din - 

I  am,  General,  very  reapectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  WHEATON, 
ColotuI  Srcond  In/anhy,  Brerel  Hajor-Gtneral,  United  Slala  Armf.  Gmuuh'o: 
To  General  OuvER  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Vepartmml  of  the  Columbia, 

la  Ihe  field  purmiiig  Joitepk'i  band  of  Xa  FtrtA. 

(By  courier  to  commaDding  offlo«r,  HiMoiiU,  Mont.)  | 


Api-bxdix  H. 

Captain  Sanmer't  rtport. 

Elk  Citt,  Idaho,  Salurdos,  Atjut  I*  K:. 
Lieut,  C.  E.  S.  Wood, 

Acting  Aifitluni  A^jalunt-Oeneral  in  (*e  FifU: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  under  instructions  of  M^or  Green,  FitM  Ctnliy.I 
left  Croaedaile's  ranch,  Camas  Prairie,  August  »,  with  G  and  D  Companies,  Pint  CiT' 
airy,  audtM  Indian  scouts  under  Lieatenant  Wilson.  1  have  been  in  camp  at  tUt  pUi 
since  August  11,  watching  the  Elk  City  (rail,  with  scouta  put  aa  far  is  (becniauif  <l 
Little  Salmon,  60  miles  eastward.  No  Indians  paned  over  the  trail,  and  I  da  aol  Ir 
lieve  there  ia  even  a  straggler  in  the  country.    The  two  men  to  whom  Genetal  Hovtri 

Sbve  a  dispatch  at  the  mouth  of  the  trail  on  the  10th  instant,  reached  my  csnip  is  Em 
iver  MeaidowB  yesterday.    The  general's  first  dispatch  regarding  Gen«al  Wli«st<^< 
retnm  came  through  in  good  time. 
I  am,  air,  very  respectfully, 

E.  V.  eUMSER. 
CapUin,  Ftnt  (<r<Ir; 


Colonel  intra'*  rg»r(. 

HBADgCAKTERS   DISTRICT  OV  THK  YKLLOVSTOXI. 

Camp  HMr  north  end  of  Bear  Pair  Mounlaim,  Mont.,  Oelokr  i,\x-'- 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  having  reoeived,  on  the  evening  of  the  ITIh  ulliai 
a  commnnioatiOD,  dated  tJie  12Ui,  from  General  Howard,  then  on  Clark's  Fott,  MMJi: 
that  the  Nez  Perc^  hod  evaded  the  command  to  the  north  of  them  and  wwe  poAii.* 
northward.  I  at  once  organized  oil  the  available  force  of  my  oommand(oti[DOir 
ment  to  intercept  or  pnnue  them. 

The  command  left  the  cantonment  on  the  morning  of  the  IBth.  Tlie  diffirant  i>nl(i> 
regarding  escort  for  the  commisaion  bad  already  pnt  n>  route  the  battalion  SmohIC)'' 
alrr,  and  one  company  (Hale'ii)  Seventh  Cavalry.  Tbew  w«i«  taken  up  on  th  nini 
Theuommatad  reached  the  Uissonri  at  the  mouth  of  the  linnelsheU  on  tbcSUdiT  .' 
8eptember,  but  learning  on  the  morning  of  the  S5tta  that  ttw  N«i  Pm«A  bad  exneilti 
Cow  Island  on  the  '£iiX,  destroyed  the  depot  there  and  mavMl  Dortbward,  I  i>w<H<^ 
atflly  oroBsed  the  Mimouri.  The  command  moved  on  the  SGth  northwani  fnm aW. 
of  Mnsselshell.  and  on  the  27th,  leaving  my  train  to  follow,  pushed  on  TMidlfhrt'' 
northern  side  of  the  Little  Rockies,  thence  across  totbe  noiioeni  endof  lD«M>rr>< 
Mountains,  which  point  I  reached  on  the  evening  of  tbe  ttSth.  OotheMm  xenic 
the  trail  was  dwcovered  by  my  scouts  entering  the  range  to  my  left.  StMtiDg  ii ' 
o'clocic  on  the  30th  and  moving  aronnd  the  northern  end  of  the  mouoMlD,  tbsini'*  ' 
Rtmck  at  6  a.  m.  near  the  head  of  Snake  River.  The  village  abortly  *tltni»i  •f 
discovond  on  Eagle  Creek  and  immediately  charged.  The  battalion  Seventb  Cinl^- 
(Captain  Hale)  aiid  Fifth  Infantrv  (Captain  Snyder)  attacking  in  front,  lb*  Utuil' 
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n  Tyler),  by  circuit,  attacked  in  rear  and  secured  the  stock,  to 
168,  mnles,  and  ponieg.  The  fighting  ivuh  very  Bevere  and  at 
«lom  qnorters.  The  IndisDg  took  refuge  m  some  deep  raviDCB,  and  their  firing  wag 
aixaTat«  and  well  kept  up.  Having  at  the  firat  onset  Burprised  and  shnt  np  the  greater 
pait  of  the  Indiana  in  the  village,  and  cut  off  and  secured  the  greater  part  al  their 
stock,  and  perceiving  that  the  position  could  l>e  carried  by  storm  only,  with  verygi«at 
low,  I  del«miined  to  maintain  my  lines  about  tbem,  keep  Ihem  under  lire,  and  at  the 
same  time  give  them  an  opportunity  to  anrrender  if  they  desired. 

The  positions  taken  np  on  the  30th  were,  with  slight  modlSeations,  maintained 
during  the  fonr  succeeding  days  and  nights;  meantime  a  few  shells  from  a  12-poDDder 
Napoleon  were  thrown  in  from  time  to  time,  and  a  sharpshooting  Bie  kept  np  when- 
ever it  could  be  effective. 

The  Indians  had  from  time  to  time  displayed  a  white  flog,  but  when  communicated 
with  had  refosed  to  aoireuder  their  arms  ;  but  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  tfaey  sur- 
rendered. Chief  Joseph  leading,  surrendering  his  aims  and  ammunition,  followed  by 
his  band,  and  their  village  is  now  in  onr  poosesHion. 

The  fighting,  aa  reported,  was  sharp,  and  the  losses  on  both  sides  considerable  ;  in- 
closed is  a  list  of  casualties  on  part  of  the  troops.  The  Indians  admit  a  loss  of 
Chiefs  Looking  Glass,  Too-hool-hul-sote,  Ollicut  (a  brother  of  Joseph),  and  two  others 
of  their  principal  men,  and  25  killed  and  4C  wounded. 

The  endurance  and  courage  of  the  command,  as  tested  by  the  forced  marches  and 
hardly- contested  fight  at  short  range,  are  worthy  of  highest  commendation.  A  severe 
storm  of  snow  and  wind,  which  set  in  on  the  Ist  instant,  added  greatly  to  their  hard- 
ships, which  have  been  borne  without  murmuring.  The  opportune  arrival  of  the 
train,  under  escort  commanded  by  Captain  Brolherton,  enabled  me  to  protect  the 
wounded  from  the  wont  effects  of  the  storm. 

I  propose  to-morrow  to  march  hence  toward  the  Missouri. 

The  force  of  Oeueral  Howard  (inclading  the  command  of  General  Storgis),  following 
the  trail  of  the  Nez  Perc^  is  approaching  from  the  Missouri ;  the  genersl  arrived  at 
evenioK  of  the  4tb,  having  come  forward  in  advance  with  a  small  escort. 
Very  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Colonel  Fi/fh  iHfaniiy,  Breret  JUajor-Oentral,  U.  S.  Army,  Commandiag. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

HrjMrimeHt  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  itinyi. 


IlEAUgUABTERS  DKPARTUEKT  OF  THR  COLUMBIA, 

rortland,  Oreg.,  Deetmber  21,  1B77. 

Sir:  I  wish  to  make  special  meotionof  the  following offloen  who  have  served  under 
my  command  dnrioK  the  late  expedition  against  hoatile  Nee  Perc^ : 

Col.  AuKRD  Sully,  Twenty-tint  Infantry. — Thongh  from  severe  physical  disability 
Colonel  Sully  was  Qunttad  to  mount  or  ride  on  hoiaebook,  yet  he  contributed  largely 
to  the  sncoese  of  the  oampaign  against  the  hostile  Nez  Percu  Indians,  by  ramainiog  at 
the  most  important  depot  and  acting  for  me  there,  with  the  power  of  nslns  my  name 
officially  at  his  disoretion.  He  nude  most  important  sng^tiona,  derived  from  bis 
long  experience ;  was  never  misled  by  false  reports,  and  evinced  throagbont  hia  well- 
known  prudence,  judgment,  and  energy. 

Col.  FranbWhkaton,  Second  Infantry,andM^.JoiiNGRSEN,  First  Cavalry. — I  look 
tn  Colonel  Wbeaton  and  Major  Green  to  award  deserved  oommendation  to  (he  several 
officers  under  tbeir  respective  commands.  The  service  they  themselves  rendered  in 
making  the  campaign  complete,  so  far  as  this  department  is  oouoemed,  is  reoogniEcd 
with  grateful  commendation. 

It  is  my  duty  and  my  pleasure  to  repeat  commendations,  already  a  matter  of  record, 
dne  to  the  adjntant- general,  medical  director,  chief  quartermaster,  chief  commissary, 
and  senior  aide-de-camp  of  this  department,  for  the  promptitude  and  heartiness  with 
which  all  nnr  efforts  in  the  field  wen  seconded.  For  a  time  the  operations  of  tbe  pay 
departmeot  were  nearly  snepended.  The  officers,  however,  designated  to  pay  our 
troops  assisted  in  the  collating  of  important  information  eoncaming  damages  done  to 
the  people  in  the  netghborhoi>d  of  operations.  This  troublesome  work,  uiough  nOt 
strictly  belonging  t4>  them,  was  douK  cheerfully  and  to  my  satisfaction. 

Capt.  MahcI'h  p.  Millsr,  Fourth  Artillery. — He  Is  to  be  commended  for  special  gal- 
lantry during  the  two  days'  battle  of  the  Clearwater  the  11th  and  ISith  of  July,  IcfTi. 
He  commanded  a  battalion  of  artilleiy,  whiob  was  armed  and  served  as  infantry. 
At  all  times  hearty  and  helpful.  At  the  time  of  the  final  assault  bis  disposition  of 
bis  battalion  and  protection  of  his  own  flanks  and  well -sn stained  assanlt  upon  the  ene- 
my's line,  which  was  protected  by  a  stone  barricade,  brought  remarkable  encccKi,  and 
shonld  be  particularly  remembered  to  tbft  praise  of  bis  bravery  and  ukill.    During 
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ider  always  tannd  Ckpt^D  Ui))er  at  hU  ^oat  of 


or  commitiid  tbe  p)TerDmeDt  amy  deToIve  upon  him. 

C&pt.  O  VAN  Milks,  T wen  ty-Qnt  Iiifantr]r,oomiiiu)diDC  a  battalion  of  loIuitTy. — Be 
is  to  be  oommendcd  (or  f^Untry  and  «fflci«DC7  doriog  Tbe  battle  ol  the  Cleamtec, 
tba  nth  and  12th  of  July,  1877.  Atao  for  Ilia  ODtiring  energy  dnnng  the  onminf 
Ion);,  fatlKning  march  from  Kamiab  to  the  ooDotry  beyond  the  HiMoati.  He  kept  Hi  , 
oommanil  in  irnod  condition  (or  service  at  all  times,  and  by  precept  and  example  con-  . 
Uibate<l  his  part  to  the  sncoess  at  the  expedition, 

H^J.  Gkoboe  B.  Sanford,  First  Caval^. — He  commanded  the  battalion  of  caTaln 
during  the  expedition  against  the  hoetile  Hea  Perc^  from  Kamiah,  Idaho,  to  Jadilb 


Basin,  Montana.  He  is  ootnmended  for  his  aoldierty  oondnct  dnring  the  ei 
paign,  and  esgiecialiy  forefflciencr  and  gallantry  dnringaforcad  march  pre~' 
at  the  battle  of  Canon  Creek,  near  tbe  YeUowstone.  September  13, 1877. 


Capt.  Hadry  Ci'siiiNG,  Foorth  Artillery. — This  officer  rendered  ralaable  eerrin 
during  the  campai^  by  carrying  ont  with  promptness,  intelligence,  and  energy  th« 
instractions  he  received  from  time  to  time  while  on  detached  serviee,  particularly  in 
the  movement  (mm  Henry  Lake,  via  Fort  Ellis  and  the  Crow  agency,  to  the  Yellow- 
stone, at  the  mouth  of  Clarke's  Fork. 

Capt.  Edward  Fiblh,  Fonith  Artillery. — Served  with  his  compuiy  fromKamiah. 
Idaho,  to  the  close  of  tbe  campaign.  Under  ail  uircnmstancea  his  soldierly  bearini; 
was  remarked.  In  conjunction  with  Captain  Cnshing,  he  waa  detailed  on  detactwi 
service,  exeeu ting  a  movement  to  intercept  the  "hostQas"  at  the  Yetlowatone.  Uii 
conduct  was  at  mi  times  worthy  of  high  commendation. 

Capt.  E.  A.  Bancroft,  Fonnh  Artillery. — This  officer  merits  commendation  for  the 
gallant  manner  in  whicb  he  handled  his  company  dnrinf;  the  battle  of  the  Clnarwater, 
July  11,  l!fJ7.  While  preparing  to  charge  the  Indians  who  ware  pressing  fa ia  poeilion. 
he  (ell  severely  wounded , 

Capt.  Arthur  Uorris,  Fonrtb  Artillery. — This  officer  had  command  of  his  oompan;r 
Id  the  Snal  charge  on  the  Indian  pbaition  at  the  battle  of  the  Clearwater  on  tbe  l^h  ol 
July.  He  behaved  gaitantl}',  keeping  himaeK  in  advance  of  the  line  of  his  compsn;, 
leading  and  urging  hie  man  forward.  Throoghoat  the  campaign  he  was  always  ener- 
getic and  cheerfal  in  discharge  of  his  duty. 

Capt.  Oeohor  B.  Rodney,  Fourth  Artillery. — Thin  officer  commanded  his  oompanv 
during  the  entire  campaign.  At  tbe  battle  of  the  Clearwater,  JnLy  11  and  12,  hisooai- 
pany  (onned  the  left  of  Captain  M.  P.  Miller's  line  at  the  time  of  the  drat  asssnlL  Hit 
Judiciuns  maneuveriDg  (rastrated  tbe  repeated  flanking  attacks  ol  the  boslilea  and 
aided  materially  in  the  snoceexful  results. 

Capt.CnARi.B8B.TnROCK.yoRTON,Fourth  Artillery.— This  offlcerdischargodhisdiitT 
while  on  detached  service  and  during  the  march  from  tbe  Clesrirater  to  the  Hissnah 
River  with  zeal  and  fidelity.  He  commanded  Che  battalion  of  foot  troops  which  pressed 
forward  from  the  Hiesonri  to  take  part  in  the  final  engagement,  and  won  the  eeteen  of 
his  superior  officers  by  the  energy  displayed  oo  that  occasion. 

Lieut.  Charles  F.  HUMPiiREr,  Fourth  Artillery,  commanded  Company  E,  Fonrtb 
Artillery,  at  the  battle  of  tbe  Clearwat«r,on  the  11th  July,  and  Company  A  on  the  l£th 
July.  Hie  battalion  commander  saya  of  him :  "  He  exposed  himself  on  so  many  occa- 
sions that  1  will  not  attempt  to  ennmerate  them.  A  hint  to  bim  was  sntHcient,  iw 
matter  what  the  danger,  lie  and  his  company  were  the  most  exposed  of  any  of  the 
battalion.  Nothing  dannted  him."  Throughout  the  campaign  he  continued  to  dis- 
play hiSBoldierly  qualities. 

Second  Lieut.  H.  Q.  Otis,  Fourth  Artillery. — This  officer  commanded  the  howittcr 
battery  dnring  the  campaign.  His  condnct  wae  at  all  times  highly  satisfactory-  Dur- 
ing the  engagement  on  the  Clearwater,  on  the  11th  and  12th  of  July,  he  displsvfd 
marked  bravery  and  gallantry.  Hia  battalion  commander  reports  that  "  at  one  tiiut 
tbe  guns  were  silenced  hy  the  Indians.  Lieutenant  Otis  crept  up,  loaded  one  pier« 
from  andemeoth  with  uanister  and  fired  it,  killing  an  Indian  witbin  tea  yaida  of  thr 
mnzzle." 

Capt.  Georgr  H.  Burton,  Twenty-first  Infantry. — This  offloei  served  tbrougbogl 
tbe  campaign  evincing  at  all  times  soldierly  conduct.  Capt.  M.  P.  Miller  in  his  report 
of  the  conduct  of  officers  at  the  battle  of  the  Clearwater,  July  11th  and  12th,  ea;rs: 
"Captain  Iturton  commanded  the  company  on  the  left  of  the  howibteta  on  tho  lllh 
and  allowed  great  bravery  and  coolness  in  manenvering  his  men  and  keeping  the  In- 

Capt.  Stbptikn  p.  Jocelyv,  Twenty-firat  Infantry.— This  officer  served  with  bii 
company  during  tlie  entire  campaign,  discharging  his  duty  always  with  laal  aod 

Cmptnesa.    lie  is  reported  by  Capt.  M.  P.  Miller  as  "  oonspiouona  in  obarging  tbr 
ians  CD  the  Iltb  of  July  at  mid-day,  and  also  in  taking  a  ridge  near  the  Indian 
position  toward  the  evening  of  the  12th. 

Capt.  KoBRRT  P01.LOCK,  Twenty-first  Infantry — .Thisofflcer  waa  with  theoammand 
from  Che  beginning  to  the  close  ol  the  campaign.    Ever  prumpt,failhfDl,  and  efarerful 
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ti«  discbarse  of  duty,  be  imparted  the  s»m«  aoldierly  feeling  to  his  men.  At  tbe 
^le'of  tbe  Cleftrwater,  July  11  and  13,  his  bravery  wu  very  marked.  Intent  only 
lolding  the  important  position  awigned  him,  be  wbb  apparently  ttninfloenoed  by 

coneideratiuD  for  hisjiersonal  Wety. 

apt.  John  L.  Vivem,  Twelfth  Infantry. — Thisofflcer  eommanded  bie  eompany  from 
Qiab,  Idaho,  to  the  close  of  the  campai|m.  His  oondootdnrinKtlielongpanaitwaB 
ays  snoh  aa  to  merit  commendation  and  praise. 

apt.  Danikl  T.  Wblu,  Eighth  Infantry.— This  ofScer  Joined  tbe  expedition  at  the 
irwater,  Idaho,  and  Berved  to  the  close  of  the  lon^  and  ardaons  piireait.  In  tbe 
ley  of  tbe  Bltterroot  he  waa  placed  in  command  of  a  detachment  uf  eeleoted  men 
a  the  Infantry  and  Artillery,  and  ordered  to  pnah  forward  over  the  mDantaioa,  (ol- 
iog  the  department  commander.  The  ezecntion  of  his  inatmctionB  wm  ohuncter- 
1  by  peraeveranoe  and  energy. 

Iret  Lieut.  Jakes  A.  Hauohby,  Twenty-fint  Infantn'. — Thia  offloer  commanded  bis 
ipany  tbroughont  the  campaign.    Betioent  and  resolnte,  he  waa  ever  on  dn^  on 

march  and  on  the  hattle-field.   His  oondnct  and  peraistent  bravery  at  the  battle  of 

Clearwater,  J nly  11  and  IS,  is  noticed  by  Capt.  U.  P.  Hiller,  who  aaya  in  hia  report, 
la  company  waa  eipowd  to  the  closest  and  severest  fire,  but  holding  the  gmnnd 
ily  from  flist  to  last." 

'irat  Lieut.  Edward  B.  Thellkk,  Twenty-flnt  Infantry. — This  gallftat  offloer  was 
led  at  the  engagement  in  White  Bird  Callon,  June  IT,  1877,  while  serriMC  with 
it.  David  Perry's  company.  First  Cavalry.  Hie  conduct  througbont  that  aCuirwaa 
ive  and  soldierly  in  a  high  degree.  He  remained  with  his  men  in  tbe  rear  during 
I  retreat  giving  them  ooarage  and  confidence  by  bis  woida  and  example,  and  al- 
lUgb  repeatedly  wonnded,  continued  to  exercise  command  until  the  fatal  abot 
Qck  him  juat  as  hia  command  reached  the  crown  of  the  blnff  where  a  etaod  oonld 
re  been  made.  Lieutenant  Theller  served  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion  in  the 
:ond  California  Tolunteera,  and  after  hia  appointment  in  the  Atmy,  on  the  staff  of 
igadier-Oeneral  Ord. 

iecond  Lieut.  F.  E.  Eltonhead,  Twenty-drat  Infantry.— Thia  yonug  offleer  was 
command  of  hia  company  during  the  entire  campaign,  and  ia  worthy  of  high  oom- 
indation  for  his  excellent  conduct  throughout.    The  l>attle  of  the  Clearwater,  Jnly 

and  13,  waa  his  first  experience  under  fire.  Tbe  poaition  held  by  his  company 
ls  the  most  exposed  in  the  line.  Fortwo  days  be  held  it  bravely  and  gallantly.  Out 
22  men  engaged  11  were  killed  or  wounded. 

i^apt.  David  Pxrry,  First  Cavalry,  marched  hia  men  from  Lapwai,  atarting  at 
{ht,  tbe  I5th  of  June,  reached  Orangeville  the  next  day,  and  with  aoarce  an  hour's 
ep  preeaed  bis  and  Trimble's  coDipSiUiea  a  second  night  to  attack  a  auperior  foroe  of 
e  enemy  at  White  Bird  Canon,  the  ITtb  of  June.  Disaster  followed,  but  in  the 
treat  Capt.  Perry,  Lieatenanta  Tbeller  and  Paroell  are  commended  for  persistent 
d  steady  reaistance  to  the  lodiaua'  mnltitudinons  advance,  and  It  ia  due  U>  this  that 
remnaDt  of  this  command  waa  saved.  Lieut.  Theller  loat  hia  life  during  the  retreat. 
Capt.  Stbphbn  G.  Whipple,  Firat  Cavalry.— Frequently  during  the  campaign  this 
leer  did  excellent  service,  and  especially  in  repelling  a  charge  of  the  Indians  near 
e  left  of  oar  line  at  the  battle  of  the  Clearwater,  and  in  puahing  hia  force  from  Cot' 
Qwood  to  form  a  junction  with  Capt.  Perry,  the  3d  of  Jnly,  in  the  face  of  a  auperior 
rce  of  the  enemy.  Capt.  Whipple  diaplayed  courage  and  eelf-rellauce  most  praise- 
[jrthy. 

Cape.  jAHsa  Jackson,  Fiist  Cavaliy. — Thia  officer  joined  the  right  colnmn  during 
.e  BHCoud  day'a  engagement  on  the  Clearwater,  July  11  and  13,  and  took  part  in  tbe 
lal  charge  on  tbe  12tb.  From  that  time  to  the  period  when  the  cavalry  battalion, 
idcr  MaJ.  George  B.  Sanford,  waa  relieved  from  the  further  pursuit,  he  was  always 
mscientious  and  soldierly  In  the  diacbarge  of  duty,  meriting  the  eateem  and  oonfi- 
.■nce  of  bis  superiors, 

Capt.  Henry  Waonrr,  First  Cavalry. — Thia  ofQcer  served  with  bis  company  in  tbe 
ittalion  of  cavalry  from  Kamiah  to  tbe  Judith  Basin.  Througbont  the  long  and 
itiguiDg  march  he  gave  careful  and  thoughtful  attention  to  his  men,  and  is  worthy 
:  oommendatiua  for  thoroaghnesa  in  the  diacharge  of  duty. 

Caiit.  Cahillo  C.  C.  Carr.  First  Cavalry.— This  officer  aerved  in  tbe  battalion  of 
ivaliyunderMlO'(>cc»'geB.Santord'a  command.  His  conduct  at  the  aOair  at  "  Camaa 
ieodona,"  in  chareiug  the  euemy  and  recovering  part  of  the  herd,  evinced  bravery 
nd  skill.    Tbroagbont  the  campaign  bis  soldierly  oondact  was  noticeable. 

Capt.CnARl.R8BENDiRE,  First  Cavalry. —Thia  offloer  also  aerved  with  his  company  iu 
le  cavalry  battalion.  Throughout  the  campafsn  he  diaoharged  bia  duty  with  fidelitv 
nd  zeal.  His  perseverance  and  energy  in  the  forced  march  mode  witb  animals  wbien 
ad  already  traveled  over  fifteen  hundred  milea  prior  to  the  affair  at  CaAon  Creek, 
ear  tbe  Yellowstone,  September  13,  1877,  and  hia  daab  and  bravery  in  that  skiimiab 
I  worthy  of  commendation. 

SeooDU  Lieut.  Sevier  M.  Bainb,  First  Cavalry.— Tbla  offleer  tearleeely  exposed  him* 
flf  in  successfully  crossing  the  Grande  BoadeBiver,  May  14, 1B77,  In  company  with  Vet- 
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erinsiy  8iu;geoDQoiDg,fiiatoaTBlT7(who'WR*drowoed>,  iDordertocmnydiKpmtehns  to 
thn  depBitmeDt  commander  >t  Fort  Lapwoi.  Agftiu  (m  diaplByed  especial  g^lantrr 
and  dariug  in  the  skirmtah  with  I.ooking-Qlaai*s  band  of  b<Mtile«  on  the  aonth  fork  of  t'tie 
Clearirator,  Idaho,  Juoa  30,  lifn,  advancing  alone  Into  the  euemy'B  cunp  and  endear- 
orine  to  aeiEo  the  chiel  Again  he  ^ow«l  reioarlcable  boldoMB  in  endeavoiing  to 
cheek  the  advance  of  the  entire  Indian  force,  with  bat  a  handful  of  men,  at  Cotton- 
wood, July  3,  at  which  time  he  was  killed  in  action,  and  erery  member  of  hla  det»cb- 
ment  of  ten  Boldisra  and  one  citiien  ecout  were  slain  fiehtiog  by  his  side. 

Cupt  Randolph  Norwood,  Second  Cavalry.— The  bravery  and  gallantrj-  of  this 
officer  doring  the  affair  at  Camaa  Meadowi  were  very  marked.  He  manenTered  hii 
oompanv  with  coolness  and  ikitl,  holding  in  check  a  saperior  foroe  of  the  enemy,  and 
inflicted  upon  them  considerable  loss. 

Capt.  William  F.  Bi'UKGIN,  Twenty-first  Infantry.— This  offloer  performed  important 
daty,  first  at  the  depot  in  Lewiston,  and  afterwards  on  the  Held  in  command  of  tne  Pio- 
neer Company.  His  work  in  clearing  the  obstructed  trails  throngh  the  foresta,  and  in 
making  roads  practicable  for  his  hridge,  nu^e,  and  other  impedimenta,  over  precipt- 
tons  heights  and  yawning  ravinea,  was  ofMn  ardaous  in  tbe  extreme,  and  aocom- 

Slished  witb  extraaidinary  qnickneas.  His  labors  wet«  of  snob  a  oharacter  aa  to  call 
orth  energjr,  determination  and  the  akillfnl  adaptation  of  Ibe  means  to  the  end.  All 
these  qnautiee  he  displayed  In  a  high  degree,  and  snoceeded  in  instilling  the  same  into 
those  nnder  his  command. 

Capt.  Jkhkins  a.  FrrzQERAU},  Asaiatant  Sniveon ;  First  Lieut.  William  R.  Hau., 
Assistant  Burgeon  ;  First  Lient.  Wujjam  L.  Nkwlani>8,  Assistant  Surgeon. —These 
medical  olScers  served  dnring  the  campaign  with  the  troc^  in  the  field.  In  their  can 
of  tbe  wounded  on  tbe  battle-field,  and  of  the  sick  during  tbe  long  marches,  they  dis- 
played the  highest  qualities  of  their  corps — profeasional  skill  and  devotion  to  daty. 
Their  services  were  often  rendered  under  trying  circumstances ;  onder  the  fire  of  tht 
enemy,  as  well  as  after  forced  marches  of  eitraonlinary  length  and  fatigue.  This  wai 
noticably  the  case  in  Assistant  Surgeon  FitEgcrald's  march,  in  company  with  Bni^eoo 
Aleiander,  to  the  relief  of  the  wounded  after  the  battle  of  the  Big  Hole,  Hontaaa. 

Capt.  Jost  Q.  Trimblk,  t^rst  Cavalry,  is  mentioned  for  gallantry  in  action  at  the 
battle  of  the  Ctearwal«r,  the  llth  and  12th  of  July. 

Capt.  William  H.  Wimtbrs,  First  Cavalry,  at  the  battle  of  the  Clearwater,  Jnl;  II 
and  12.  This  offlc«r's  conduct  was  brave  and  gallant.  Capt.  Evan  Uiles  aays  id  his 
report:  "Captain  Winters,  with  bis  company,  and  Lientenant  Forse,  served  under  my 
command  from  about  4  p.  ni.,  on  the  llth,  until  the  evening  of  the  12th  of  Jul j.  These 
officers  were  cool  and  braTe,  oatrying  out  my  orders  wibfa  promptness."  Dnring  a 
charge  their  conduct  was  most  satisfactory. 

H^.  Kdwin  C.  Mason,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  acting  aa^stant  tDspector-generBl  irf 
the  department. — It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  call  special  attention  to  tbe  ef- 
fioienoy  of  MsJ.  E.  C.  Mason,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  inspector-generml  of  tlie  depart- 
ment. He  Joined  me  at  the  fiist  crossing  of  tbe  Salmon  River,  helped  me  in  every  pos- 
sible way  in  directing  operations,  and  was  ever  in  readiae«s  for  work,  night  and  day, 
t«  the  close  of  the  oampaigu.  At  the  battle  of  the  Clearwater  be  even  auticipated  my 
orders  and  brought  up  a  battalion  In  the  nick  of  time.  He  commanded  an  armed 
Kconnaissance  to  tbe  Wey-ipe  of  cavalry  aud  volunteers,  and  bronght  back  the  desired 
information  after  a  slight  skinnisb.  When  I  took  the  advance  with  a  detachment,  as 
was  sometimes  the  case.  Major  Mason  commanded  the  main  line  in  my  name ;  tor  ex- 
ample, in  bringing  op  the  troops  at  Gibbon's  battle-field  and  also  in  pressing  forw^ard 
the  entire  reserve  north  of  tbe  MiHsonri  toward  Culoue!  Hiles's  battle-field,  near  Bear 
Paw  Uonntain,  till  halted  by  my  orders.  In  brief,  in  all  tbe  mgged  campaign,  filled 
with  toil  and  danger,  this  officer  did  bis  whole  duty  iu  an  intelligent,  cheerfnl.  and 
persistent  manner,  so  as  to  entitle  him  tu  my  complete  conSdenoe  and  warm  estaetn. 

Flret  Lient.  Melville  C.  Wilbinson,  Third  Infantry,  aid-de-camp,  served  during 
the  campaign  in  Idaho  in  immediate  charge  of  the  adjntaut-genetare  offlce.  Tbe  firdn- 
ous  duties  incident  to  this  position  were  discharged  with  fidelity  and  xeal.  After- 
wards, when  detached  under  special  instructions  with  the  left  column,  he  rendered 
equally  good  service.  At  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  June  15, 1877,  be 
made  an  extraordiuary  journey  to  Walla  Walla,  carrying  dispatches.  His  dntiea  as 
aide-de-camp  btongbt  him  under  fire  repeatedly  dnring  the  battle  of  the  Clearwater. 
July  II  and  13,  ISTT.and  at  the  skirmish  at  Kamiah,  July  13,  when  he  brought  tbe 
Gatliuggun  into  position.  Hie  gallantry  and  bravery  dnring  these  engagements  weiv 
noticeable. 

First  Lient.  Robert  H.  Fletciter,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  acting  aid-de-camp,  in 
charge  of  scouts  and  couriers. — This  officer  served  on  the  staff  from  the  beginning  to 
the  close  of  the  campaign.  He  rendered  at  all  times  valuable  service,  upon  several 
occasions  making  snocesBful  scouts  under  oircomstsncea  calling  for  courage,  endnrancc 
and  lutein  gen  oe. 

Second  Lient.  Chaiii.xs  E.  S.  Wooi>,  Tvrenty-flmt  Infantry. — This  offloerserved  with 
his  company  daring  tbe  campaign  in  Idaho,  including  the  battle  of  tbe  Clearwatvr, 
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ily  11  and  12.  Daring  that  eogagemeut  b\a  oondaot  nnder  fire  wm  excellent.  From 
e  Clearwater  to  the  close  of  tlie  war  he  BCrved  on  the  staff  as  aoting  aide-de-cttmp 
id  acting  assistant  adjutant- general.  Iiit«lUgent  and  caf^hle,  he  discharged  hia 
itiea  at  all  times  in  a  satistactory  niannoT.  He  accompanied  me  with  a  small  escort 
am  the  Missonri  Biver  to  Bear  Paw  Mountains,  the  place  nf  Joeeph's  snireader. 
Second  Lieat,  Guy  Howard,  Twelfth-Infantry.— This  officer  served  with  his  oom- 
iny  and  afterwards  a«  acting  aide-de-camp,  from  the  Clearwater,  to  the  close  of  the 
mpaign.  Special  Orders  No.  171,  headquarters  Department  of  the  Columbia,  Novem- 
ir  aO,  1877,  relieTing  hitn  fcom  staff  duty,  say  i  "  The  department  commander  takes 
is  occasion  to  commend  Lieutenant  Howard  for  fearlessness  in  danger,  fidelity  to 
ity,  and  uncomplaining  endurance  of  hardships  dnring  the  campaign  against  the  hos- 
,e  Kez  Perc^."  He  accompanied  me  with  a  small  escort  from  the  Missouri  Kiver  to 
e  Bear  Paw  Uountaina,  tbe  last  battle-Seld  of  the  campaign. 

Surgeon  Charles  T.  Albxakper,  United  States  Ajmy.— This  offloer  served  as  chief 
edical  ofScer  during  the  entire  campaign.  I  referred  to  his  services  in  a  late  com- 
unication  to  the  Bnreeon- General .  I  nsed  the  following  langnage:  "Sucgeotl  Alex- 
ider  has  given  compfete  satisfaction  during  his  recent  service  with  the  department 
inimaoder  in  the  field ;  he  has  labored  hard  ;  has  given  his  personal  attention  to 
le  sick  and  the  wonnded  at  every  battle;  and  has  also  attended  specially  to  tha 
othing,  comfort,  and  general  welfare  of  the  troops  at  all  times." 
Uaj.  blBOROE  H.  Weeks,  qaar(«rmaster  Unit«d  States  Army,  chief  qnartermaster 
the  field,  joined  me  at  tbe  battle  of  the  Clearwater,  and  continued  to  do  effective 
rvic«  in  bringing  order  out  of  the  confusion  Incident  to  tbe  hasty  collection  uf  trans- 
>rtation  and  snppliee  at  tbe  beginnina:  of  the  Indian  outbreak.  Tbe  promptitnde  and 
Lorougbnese  with  which  be  continued  to  perform  his  duties  as  quartermaiiter  to  tbe 
ose  of  tbe  campaign  entitle  him  to  the  confidence  of  the  government  in  any  emer- 
jncy. 
Capt.  Lawrbnck  8 

ent. — This  officer  re ._ , , 

n,  Idaho.  At  the  battle  of  the  Clearwat«r,  Jnly  11  and  13,  be  anted  aa  ooe  of  mj 
dee-de-camp,  having  his  borne  shot  aoder  him  while  gallantly  perfonnlng  his  dntiea 
ider  fire. 

Kirst  Lient.  Frkd.  H.  E.  EB8TmN,Twenty-jlrst  Infantry,  regimental  q  narterm  aster.— 
bis  officer  relieved  Maj.  George  H.  Weeksof  hisdntieelu  the  field  with  the  right  column, 
nly,  1S77,  and  served  on  the  staff  natil  near  the  close  of  the  campaign,  when  he  was 
lieved  by  Special  Field  Orders  No.  24,  headquartois  Department  of  the  Columbia,  in 
le  field,  September  35,  1877,  and  ordered  to  Fort  Ellis  and  other  places  on  pnbli^i  busi- 
iea.  Tbe  order  eavs :  "Tbe  department  commander  takes  this  opportunity  to  express 
IS  satiefaetion  wita  the  efficient  manner  in  which  Lienteuant  Ebstein  has  discharged 
le  dntiea  of  acting  chief  quartermaster  uf  tbe  expedition." 

First  Lieut.  Petka  IiEAnr.  Jr.,  Fourth  Artillery,  discharged  the  duties  of  chief  oom- 
iaaary  officer  to  the  forces  in  the  field  operating  noder  my  immediate  command  dnr- 
\g  the  entire  campaign.  He  was  always  active  and  energetic,  giving  bia  entire  at- 
iDtion  to  his  importaut  duties,  and  deserves  commendation  for  the  very  aatiaFactory 
anner  iu  which  they  were  performed, 

first  Lient.  Jou.v  Q,  Adams,  First  Cavalry ;  First  Lieat  CKAaLEB  C-  Cresson, 
irst  Cavalry,  specially  commended  fbr  gallantly  at  the  skirmish  of  Camas  Prairie  by 
.aj.  George  B.  Sanford. 

Ftet  Lient.  Edwin  H.  Shelton,  First  Cavalry ;  Second  Lient  QKORas  8.  Hoylr, 
ir^  Cavalry;  Second  Lient.  Charlrs  C.  Nortos,  First  Cavalry;  First  Lient.  . 
r'lLLiAM  F.  Stewart,  adjutant  to  tbe  artillery  battalion,  specially  commended 
y  Ciipt.  H.  P.  Milter  fur  gallantry  and  good  condnct  in  the  action  of  the  Clear- 
First  Lient.  Sidkey  W.  Taylok,  Second  Lient.  James  M.  Jokkb,  and  Second  Lient. 
I'lLLiAM  M.  Mktcalfr,  of  the  Fourth  Artillery;  First  Lient.  Cyrus  A.  Earnest,  and 
econd  Lient.  James  A.  Huttos,  of  tbe  Eighth  Infantir;  First  Lient.  Hbnry  H. 
IKRCR,  Second  Lieut.  Johkph  W.  Duncan  (adjutant  of  the  infantry  battalion  dur- 
ig  the  battle  of  the  Clearwater,  July  11  and  12) ;  Second  Lient.  C.  A.  Williams 
kvounded  in  action,  battle  of  the  Clearwater,  July  11, 1877) ;  Second  Lient.  Edward  8. 
aKROW  (snccoedea  Lienteuant  Duncan  as  adjutant  infantry  battalion,  conspioions  for 
ravery  and  good  conduct  at  the  battle  of  the  Clearwater,  July  11  and  l*J),BDd  Second 
lient.  Harry  L,  Bailey,  of  tbe  Twenty-first  Infantry ;  First  Lieut.  Henry  M.  Brn- 
r>N,  Seventh  Infantry  (serving  with  Captain  Norwood's  company,  and  wonnded  in 
je  skirmiah  of  Camas  Meadows).  These  Bnba1t«rnB  are  commended  for  good  condoct 
1  action,  patient  endurance  of  the  hardships  of  the  campaign,  and  tbe  faithfnl  per- 
trmance  of  duty  under  all  circumstances. 
The  following  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  have  been  specially  com- 
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Company  D,  Twenty-firtt  /H/an(ry.— First  S«geant  Robkrt  H.  gicsKVj  SergMoi 
JoBiAH  B.  CARPRN-niR ;  Corpowl  HKBMTIh  SiCHAKT ;  Privates  Arthob  M,  Aauifr, 
Thomas  B,  Coan,  John  Fr*zirr,  JacoilKuhm,  and  Eioas  1.vst>y. 

Company  E,  TVmity-fiTtt  Infantry.— F'mt  Serffeant   CHAHi.se  O.  Tatiobl 
JoBBPH  Barbob  ;  Sergeant  Louis  SoNDHRiM ;  PriTatee  JAMXsKKLi.y,AL~Gi;8THiUT^ 
■od  Frakkun  Heslet  ;  UaBiciao,  Arthob  Fat. 

Company  I,  Tuxniy-frtt  Jvfantry.—Fint  Sereeaat  Willuh  KKmCLK;  So^ORti 
Tbomab  O'Nxil  and  Abbah  Rkfxbt;  Corporal  PnzRHnRFHT;  PriTatea  MflUMt 
Garveah,  Okorok  Whutt,  Nathak  Comptok,  and  Ira  D.  Nklsom. 

CompoHy  H,  Tvmts-firil  la/antry, — Fint  Sergeant  John  Lctz  ;  C 
Connelly  ;  Privates  Jeremiah  Faux,  Dasiki.  HcQcatb,  and  Freocbick  Scsies 

LER. 

Compuny  B,  Tteenly-firit  /n/aatnr.— Sergeant  John  Donovan  ;  PnTstea  Datid  Day 
Frank  (T)  Ward,  Frank  Marttn,  and  Samuel  Essia. 

Company  A,  FoHrth  ArlUlery.—Fint  Sergeant  James  A.Nobue;  Benc«w>tB  W1LI4 
lAM  Dowiu^  Henrv  T.  Akmstrono,  and  Jambs  A.  Workman  (killed  on  Jolj  11): 
Corporate  £.  Hsss,  William  Mulcahev,  and  Cbablbb  BIarquardt  (killed  on  JbI; 
11);  Privates  James  Kblly,  Patrick  McOiNSRT,  and  John  Watook.  t 

Company  D,  Fourtk  ATtillen/.—Corponla  Paul  Linstkas  and  Abrax  B.  Boum- 
HEID ;  Privates  John  Hinds  and  Adorman  J.  Kallock. 

Company  E,  FourtA  ArtiUvry. — First  Sergeant  Frederick  Wldknmas;  Stxgemm 
Peter  Blcmenburg  (wonnded) ;  Corporals  Thomas  Bdrnb  (woiiMdad)  aod  SiajkuO 
O.Whittakbrj  Private  William  S.  L: 

_ ._  .      .  ..ingnish'ed  oonJnot  between  AnKast  6  and  9,  IcIJI. 

This  aergesDt  lett  my  oamp  at  Hot  Springs,  Hontana,  witb  a  dispatob  for  Col  Joh^ 
Gibbon,  informing  tbat  ofScer  of  taj  approach  with  re- enforcements.  He  was  tfaiovl 
from  bis  horse  while  tn  route,  suffering  ssTere  it(]nriee,  but,  disregarding  the  pain,  ta 
pressed  on,  arriving  in  Colonel  Uibbon's  ■npplj'  camp  at  noon  Angnst  9.  Fifteen  miaj 
ntes  after  be  started  to  reach  Colonel  Oibbon.  then  intrenched  and  engaged  with  lu 
Indiana  at  Big  Hole,  tbres  milee  distant  his  aaring.  attempt  to  pass  the  enemy'a  lin^ 
was  soccessfully  accomplished.  ' 

Sucond  Private  William  S.  Lb  Hot,  CoDipan;  E,  Fonrtb  Axtitlery,  is  mcommenr  4 
for  a  certiflcate  of  merit  tor  distinpnished  conduct  at  the  battle  of  the  CleanratrC 
Juljr  11.  This  soldier  crept  through  the  grass  and  loaded  from  nndeniuth  ■  bowitu 
covered  by  a  toroe  of  Indiana  lying  intrenched  abont  twelve  yards  ia  his  front,  u 
afterwards  discharging  the  piece  with  good  effect,  killing  one  Indian  and  reo^nog 
inipossiblo  to  reman  the  piece- 
Attention  is  inTit«d  to  the  official  reports  of  Col.  Frank  Wbeaton,  Second  Infantri 
commanding  left  column,  and  Haj.  John  Green,  First  Cavalry,  oomouuidiiig  iiwtii  it 
column,  for  information  relative  to  theoonductof  the  officers  and  men  serving  in  then 
reaped  tivB  oommands. 

To  tlie  officers  without  my  department,  whom  I  either  directly  commanded  or  wlu 
closely  co-operated  with  me  in  movements  and  battles  during  the  campaign,  I  tends 
my  EraCefui  than  lea,  especial  W  to  Col.  John  Gibtmn,  6event£  Infantry,  commanding 
diatnct.of  Montana  ;  to  Col.  6.  D.  Stnrgis,  Seventb  Cavalry,  commaadinE  middle  dis 
trict  1  and  to  Col.  Nelson  A.  Uiles,  Fifth  Infantry,  commandiDg  diattict  ol  tfae  Trarw 
stone.  Their  own  reports  mention  tbe  officers  and  men  serving  with  diatinctioa'iVia 
their  immediate  commands;  in  these  commend ationa  I  heartily  join. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWABD, 
Biigadier-Oeneral,  U.  S.  A.,  CommaniKng  DeparimaU  of  fJkc  CetamKo. 
Assistant  Adjutant-Genbral, 

MUUafy  i>iri#to»  0/  (Ac  Poci/I«,  San  FranoKo,  Cal. 
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